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AVDAIC_3 

lIEAD:1UAUTE!lS 
181' BAT'l'flLIOH 8m CAVN,'ty 
LS'r Ala CAVALHY nIVl:JIOH 
A: 0 SAN F1V\NCIXO 96L90 

SUUJElJT: After Action Report - Battle of Quang Tri 

TO: Commanding Officer 
1st Brigade 
lst Air Cavalry Division 
APC S.F. 96490 

1. This roport. is submit'~ed in compliance HUh lDt Bele, lst Air Cay 
Div lett,or AVDABH-sG:I dtd 13 March 1968 .. Subject I After Action Heport _ 
Battle of Quang Tri. 

2. 'lhe 13t DattaHon 8th Cavalry partiolpatcd in two sieniricant contacts 
durin(~ tho pursuit phase of the Battle of Quang Trio Details cOl1cernina each 
contact are attnchcd as inclosures 1 and 2. Dataila concerning personal 
acts of valor are attached as inclosure 3. 

3 Inc 1osnroB 
1- Gia Dane III 
2_ Xv. Dong 
3- Acts or Valor 

CIPUS'l'IfIH F. DU13IA 
VIC J INPMfTllY 
Commanding 
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CONTACT AT G I ~ DANG '" (YD43~O) 
1. ORGANIZATION 

A. MAN~UVER ELEMENTS: A AND B CO, 1ST BATTALION 8TH CAVALRY. 
B. 1='1 RE SUPPORT 

(1) A BATTERY, 2ND BATTALION 19TH ARTI LLe'RY (105MM) (2) 5TH MARINE PROVISIONAL BATTERY (155~M/8IN) {J} A BATTERY, 1ST 8ArTALION'10TH ARTILLERY (1 55~·~'n (4) A BATTERY, 2ND nArTAllON, ~()TH ARTILLERY (AR") (5) D Co, 22QTH Aq~AULT HELICOPTER BATTALION (6) uss M'ANlEY 'iNAVAL' GlJN FIRE) (7) 11TH TACTICAL F'GHTER WING c. AIR LIFT ELEMENTS! 
(1) C CO, 229TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER BATTALION (?) 8 CO, 228TH ASqAULT SUPPORT HELICDPT[R BATTALION o. RECONNAISSANCE ELtMENT~: (1) 1ST 8RfGAD!!:, 1ST AIR CAY D,V, AVIATION PLATOON. (2) 8 TRP, 1ST BATTALION 9TH C~VALRY E. SECURITY ELE~ENT: C COt 1ST BATTALION, 8TH CAVALRY. 

2. CONCEPT Or OPERATION: To ~xPLOIT INTELLIGENCE INDICATING PRESENCE OF AN NVA BATtALION AND POSSIBLy A REdMENTAL CP AT GIll, DANG" I (YD1J.")60) , A TE:MPORARY FIRE BASE: WAS E:STAOLISHED ANO A TWO COMPANY COORDINATED AIRMOBILE RECONNAISSANCE IN rOnCE WAS PLANNED AND EXECUTED ON 16 FEGRUARY. THE RECONNAISSANCE IN rORCE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY FOLLOWED BY A TWO COMPANY COORDINATED ATTACK ON 17 FEBRUARY. 

A. ESTABLISHMENT or THE FIRE BAnEt AT 160601 ~E8RUARY C CO MOVED BY LAND FROM A LOCATION AT YD405544 TO A LOCATION AT YDJ92544 TO PROVIDE FinE BASE SECURITY ron A BATTERY, 2ND BATTALION 19TH ARTILLERY, THE COMPANY CLOSED AND SECURED THE NEW BASE BY 0705H. DURING A DETAILED SEARCH or THE SECURED AREA, C Co rOUND 3 CH I CON LMGs, hSKS CAR!'} I NES, 1 .~K47 ANn 1 ROCKET LAUNCHERS. A BATTERY'S AIR MOVE BY CH47 WAlf10NDUCTED BY OQOOH. AND THE BATTERY WAS LAID AND READY TO rIRE~RY 0930H, B. AIRMOBILE RECONNAISSANCE IN FORCE: A AND B .09, 1ST BATTALION 8TH CAVALRY WERE COMBAT ASSAULTED AT 1000H ANn 104?H RESPECTIVELY. ALTHOUGH BOTH L7 t s WERE GREEN, ARA RECEIVED ~IRr AND SUSTAINED ONE CASUALTY OVEn r.1~ QANG I I I, ONE KILOMETER TO THE NORTH OP THE lZ. IMMEDIATE RECONNAISSANCE Or THAT AREA 8Y SCOUT SHIPS REVEALED NO ENEMY LOCATIONS, A AND 8 COq LINKED UP, DISPOSED A8R~AST AND SWEPT THROUGH CIA DANG 1 I TO iHE N~. NEG­ATIVE ENEMY 91aHTINGS WERE MADE. AT THIS JUNCTURE, scnUT SHIPS WERE 
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• 
CALLED BACK ON STATION TO ASSESS FURmHER ~N~MY ACTIVITY IN THE AREA. AT 1201H THE SCOUTS REPORTED RIGHTING ONE ACTIVE ENEMY BUNKER AT GIA DANA I II. THE BATTALION COMMAND AND CONTROL AHIP PROCEEDED ON STATION, ~ND THE ARTILLERY LIAISON OFFICER CALLED IN 180 MIX~D 105M~ AND 8 INCH ARTILLERY ROUNDS. n C0 wAQ C0M_ MITTED ALONG THE OOAST TO THE NW TO AS~ESS THE ARTILLERY CON­CENCENTRATIONS nNO CONTINUE THE RECONNAISSANCE MISSION. AT 1h,01i LEAD SECURITY ELEMENTS ~DVANCEn TO WITHIN 50 METERS O~ TH~ BUNKER COMPLEX AND CAME UNnER INTENSE AUTOMATIC WEAPONS ~lnE. THE ELEMENT IMMEDIATELy RUSTAINED ~Itl~ ~A~UALTIFS AN" TIIF r~ITIR~ COMPANY WAS PltlPIEn DOWN. TU8~ ARTILLERY WAR AnAI~1 CAI.LED INTO Tflr AREA ArID ARA CALLED n~1 STAT1~~. TunE ARTllLt~Y ~,~~ LI~Trn A~D ~~A WAS CALLED IN AG~I~ST THE WELL nEFINED, L1NEAn nt)NK(R ~0MPLrx. ON LONe rlN~L, THe A~~ ~It,r ReCEIVED HE~VY ANTI_A,ncnAFT f.sn ~AL) FIRE, SUATAINED ON[ CASlJALTY AND WAq nS0UlnED T0 nnE~K FOR MED_ EVAC. SUSTAIN~n TU8E ARTILLERY WAS ~OJU~TEn TO WITHI·' sn METER~ or FRIENDLY ~0SITIONS, ANO fNIT~AL EXTRACTION OF THE S~CURITY ELEMENTS COMMENCED. THESE ErFORTS ~uERE nETERR~n BY ENEMY ~Ol~~~ MORTAR FIRE. A CO, COMMITTED TO n Cots LEFT FLANK, A~OU0!lT A'" AND M79 FIRE ON SUSPeCTED ENEMY MORTAR LOCATIONS. TlilS MANELrvr~ SUPPonTEn BV AO~ITIONAL TUGE ARTILLERY SIL~NCED THE ENEMY MnpTAR~ AND ALLOWED THE FINAL EXTnACTION or TftE PINNED OOW~ ELEMENTS. h PZ ALREADY PREPARED AND SECURED DURING A e0'~ rLANKIN~ MANEUVER, ACCOMMODATED IMMEDIATE EVACUATION or TIlE WOUNDED AND A RESUPPLY O~ AMMUNITION. ONE AIR STRIKE ~ND ADDITIONAL TUBr ARTILLERY WAS PLACED IN THE CONTACT AREA AS A AND 8 COS REDEPLOYED INTI") A ~IIGHT DEF"ENSIV[ PERIMETER. HEAVY H/\'! FIRES, Tn HOLD THE ENE .. 1Y IN PLAr.E, nERE CONCENTRATED IN THE ARCA ntJRING THE NIGHT or 1~ rEBRUARY. 

ON 171000H F[fJRUARY, UNDER THE PRf)TECTi VE 1)Mf3RELLA OF" T'.orO fI[1'1 r.s CONCENTRATIONS, SANDWICHED BETWEEN TWO 10 "INUTE ARTillERY AND NAVAL GUN T0T'9, A ANn 8 COMPANI~S DEPLOYED ABREAST ANn JUMPFn orr IN THE ATTACK. "IITHfr~ TWO H()UnS nfA DANG 1 r! "~A" s[r:UREn WITHOUT RESISTENCE. POLICE OF THE AATTLr AnEA TURNED Un 20 ENEMY CEIlD, '3SK" RIF"LES, 1fl.1< 117 riFLES, 1 Rrr, HIV' , 1 h()M~.A ',WRTAR TUBE; RIFLE, ~ACHINE GIJ~ ANn MORTAR nnUNnq: AND ASSonTED MILITARY EQIJIPMENT AND MEDICAL ~IJPPLIES. DunlN" THE ACTION, 1ST nn~ SCOUTS nEr>O~n:O nESTROYI~IG ONE .S!') CAL. qqf;, AJ\Jf) THe 1/r)TH r.:;C()IJT~ REPORTED OBSERVING ONE OTHFn .50 r:lll. H'J(': THAT HAD nrnl DESTnOYEO. 

L __ --,----'---------~=------
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CONTACT AT XA DONG (V0395") 
1. ORGANIZATION 

A. MAN~UVER ELEMENTS: C CO 1/8TH CAY. B. rlRE SUPPORT ELEMeNTS: 
(1) A BATTERY, 2ND AATTALION 19TH ARTILLERY (105MM) (2) A BATTtRV, 1ST BATTALION 77TH ARTILLERY (10')M~q (ll B BATTERY, 1ST BATTALION 30TH ARTILLERY (155MM) c. AIR LlrT ELEMENTS: 
(1) RESUPPLY, 0 Co 22qTH ASSAULT HELICOPTER RATTAllON (2) MF.'DEVAC, 15TH M£:D 0[1, 1ST AIR CAVALRY OrVIRJ()N (3) FLARE SHIPS, 8 CO 229TH ASBAULT H[LJCOPTER BATTALION 

2. CONCEPT or OPERATION% C CO, WHILE STILL DEPLOYED IN OErEN~lvE 
POSTURE AT XA DONG (YDJ925441 (str INCl 1), 1'!1\<j ATTACKED BY AN ESTIMATED NVA BN ON 18010? FE~. THE ATTACK HAD BEEN FOR~CASTED BY AN INTELLIGENCE RrPORT RECEIVEO DURING THE EARLY EVENIN@ 17 FtA t 
AND THE COMPANY ACCORDINGLY STlrrENED THEIR DErENSES AND COMMITTED AODITIONAL opts. THE ATTACK. SCHEDULED rOR 0200, WA~ TRIGGERED PREMATUREly AT 0107 BY AN or VIC YDJ9254J-.t·. THE COMPANY, DIRECTED BY THE BN CO TO BE ON 1001, ALERT A8 OF" 0100. IMMEDIATELY REBPONDED W'TH OVERWHELMING ORQANIC AND INOnGANIC F"IRES, PuLl.ING IN THE COMPROMISED Of). THE 40 NVA TROOPS, COMPRISING THE ENEMY'S INITIAL GROUND ATTACK ECHELON, WAS SENT nEELIN~ BACK IN DISORDER4 AT 0130 HEAVY ENEMY MORTAR AND 840 ROCKETS SATURATED THE COM_ PANY·S DEFENSIVE AREA. INCLEMENT WEATHER PRECluDINn USE OF" ARA. THREE ARTilLERY BATTERIES MASSED FIRES ON SUSPECTED ~NEMY LOCATIONS. EN~MY FIRES WERE T~MPORARILY SUSP~NDEOt RESUMING AGAIN AT 0152 HOURS. THESE: ENEMY rlRES WERE COMPL[MENTED WITH TWO GROUND ATTACKS rRQM tHE WE9T AND NORTHWEST OF THE PERIMET~R. AT THIS JUNCTURE, THE: COMPANY F"IRED ITS F"INAL PROTECTIV[ nnES, AND ALL :3 SUPPORTING BATTEnlES rIR~D AN AWESOME AARRIER OF STEEL AROUND TH£ COMPANY'S POSiTION. PLASTER FROM BUILOINAS WITHIN THr PERIMETER, OHlpPED 8Y PRIENOlY FIRES, RAINED DOWN ON THr. OEF"ENDERS t HEADS. EASILY THE TURNING POINT OF THE ATTACK, THE NVA ~LEMENT9- WERE AGAIN srNT REEL­ING nACK INTO PROTr.CTlvE IRRIGATION nlKES 100 TO 200 METERS FROM THE PERIMETER. MEDEVAC AND RESUppLy MISSIONS WERE ACCOMPLISHED UNDER SPORAT!C AW FIRE, As THE COMPANY RECORGANI~EO AND CONSOllOATED ITS POSITION, PREPARING FOR THE NEXT ATTACK. IT DID NOT COME! ALTHOUGH MOUNTING SEVERAL MORr 9PORAtiC AND INtF"rtCTIVE ROCKtT AND MOnTAR ATTACKS AND ONE ADDITIONAL GROUND PROBE rROM THE EAST, THE ENtMY·S BACK WAS ~ROKENt AND HE R~TRr.ATED, DRAOGING HIS DEAD AND WOUNDED wITH HIM. POLICE OF" THE BATTLE AREA THE NEXT DAY REVEALED 8 NVA KIA, 6 AK47 t s, NUMrROUS SATCHEL CHAR~ES, 35 ~REN4Drs, lARn~ 0UANITIES OF" B40 RL, AK AND tMG AMMUNITION, MEDICAL ~UPPLI~9, AND ASSORTED NVA EQUIPMENT. NUMEROUS Bloon POOLS AND DRAG MAAK~ fNOICATED LARGE NUMBERS or NVA KIA HAD nErN 5UCCES$F"UlLY CARRIED 

( ) J4 ,r' I :) 
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fl.I'IAY. SHALl.OW r.-nIlVF: . .., O/'1()()VEnEfl IN TilE F"0LL01'IIN(: WErl< VERI_ 
~IEO THIS INOIOAT/ON. Or CURIOUS ~IOTEI ONE 0F TI~r NV~ ~!II 
WAS FOU~IO IN II SITTIN(: rnS1TION. NOTEAonK ftNO P~~CIL IN HAND. 
DOCUMENT READOUTS INDICATED THftT T!lr~ INDIVIOIJIIL W~~ TH[ COMPANY 
COMMANDER OF ONE Or TH[ ATTACKINn INFANTRY ELEMENTS, ANn Hr 
HAn eEEN TAKING tlOTES 0r THE BATTLE FROM A PO~ITlnN l~ITHIN 
20 METERS OF THE DEFENSIVE PERIMETeR. 
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----------------------------

~ direction of the President 

THE ARMY CCl'!MENDATlOO MEDAL 
\I I"V" DEVICE 

Is presented to 

SPEJIALIST FOUR DAVID J. BOWMAN 

United States krnry 

--------------

For heroism in connection with military operations against a hostile force in the 
Republic of Vietnam. Specialist Four Bowman distiIl@lished himself by heroism in 
action on 16 February 1968, while serving as a rifleman with Company B, 1st 
Battalion (Airborne), 8th Cavalry during a combat mission in Quang Tri Province, 
Republic of Vietnam. When his unit became heavily engaged with a large en~ force, 
Specialist Bowman volunterred to move forward as a radio-telephone operator.· 
Disregarding his own safety, Specialist Bowman continually exposed himself to the 
hostile fire to insure that communications were maintained wi thin his unit. His 
disp!a.V of personal bravery and devotion to duty is in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service, and reflects great credit upon himself, his 
unit, and the United States Army. 
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Fun GALLANTRY IN ACTION W1UL~ lo1lGACED IN MILl'UHY OPM/A'l'IONS AGAINST 
AN ARMED HOSTILI<; FORCE. PI1IVATE FIIlST CLASS SOIU1)!SUN DlSTINGUISfllW HIM-
SELF ON 16 FEBHUAllY 1968 hllILE SE!lV1J<G AS A MAClliNCUNNWl DilIlING OPEllAl'IONS 
IN QUANG Till PI:uVINCE. AS HIS U[I;lT WAS ADVANCING TOWA1W A SF.RIi'S OF WELL 
DUB IN HOSTI.lli POSITIUNS IT CAl,lE UNDEll IN'ft;NSE AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FIRt:. 
ACTING IHMWIATELY, PHIVA'£E FIIlST CLASS SOIlliJJSON Bl!,'GAN TO HE.TUHN TW~ nllJ~. 
ALTHOUGH HE IHNEIJIAT8LY CANE UN DEft EXTll.illfuLY HEAVY Fnlli HE CUN'fINUED 'I'O 
Sl'AND HIS GIlOUND AND PLAC"D HIS FIilC so J<FFECTIVCLY THAT HIS UNIT WAS 
ABU, TO ADVANCE AND SJXUUE THE FLANK. IN TilE PEHFO"RMANCE OF THIS ACTION 
HE WAS STFUCK AND HOHTAlJ..Y WOUND-ED BY THE NIEMI FIRE. HIS HEHOIC ACTION 
WAS AN INSPIRATION TO HIS ICNTIm'; UNIT AND CONTlUBUTED GllCATLY 1U THE 
SUCCESS OF IUS UNIT IS ;aSSION. illS CuUllAGE AND STEADFAST DEVOTION TO 
W'l'Y AT 'l'H.c CUST OF nIS OWN LIF.E STAND IN K&E;PING WITH THE lUGH.EST TRAD-
ITIONS OF TI'E !ULITAllY SEflVICE AND llliFLIXT GllEAT CREDIT U!'ON HIMShlF, 
HIS UNIT, AND THii UNITED STATES ARHY. 
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FOn: HEROISM, NOT INV0LVI~G PAHTICIPATIUN IN AERIAL FLIOHT, IN CON­
Nl!:CTluN WI1H !cU1ITAIl.Y QPl!:liATIONS AGAINST A HOSTILE FOnCE. SPECIALIST 
HALL DISTINGUISHED HIMSElF ON 16 FEBRUARY 1968 WHILE SERVING AS A SQUAD 
LEADEH DURING OPERATIONS NEAR THON orA OONG. DURINC ACTION AGAINST A 
WEll. DUG IN NOHTH VIETNAMESE COMPANY IT WAS THE MISSION OF SPIWIALlST 
HAU.'S SQUAD TO Pll:UVIDE FIR8 5UPPUHT FUR A PINNED roWN PLATOON AND AlSO 
TO MARK THE RIGHT FLANK UF TH:~ OOMPlYH'S POSITION WITH Sf.1)KE GRENADES 
TO AJ,WW ARTILLEllY AND AERIAL ROCK~T ARTIEERY TO STRIKE AT THE ~NEMY 
POSITIONS WITHOUT HITTING THE FRIJ!1IDLY FORCES. HE LED HIS SQUAD ACROSS 
AN OPEN BEACH AREA UNDER IJEAVY: FIRE TO ITS ASSIGNED POSITION. wREN l'HE 
SUPPLY OF SMJKE G.fI.ENADES RAN OUT SPr.o;CIALIST HALL, REALIZING THl!; VITAL 
IMPORTANCE uF HIS HISSION, UNHESITATINGLY, AND WITHOUT REGARD FUll /!IS 
PEH...90NAL SAFETY, fl.IlN BACK Acnoss TIi1£ BEACH UNDE~ HEAVl FInE TO GET A 
HESUPPLY OF SMOKE GftENAlJES. AFTEH DOING Tl~IS Hi AGAIN BRAVED THE HOSTILE 
PIRE 'IU Rl:!;TURN TO HIS POSIT JON • flIS COU!lAGEOUS ACTION WAS INSTli1JNEN'l'AL 
IN SAvn'G FRIENDLY UIf.E.S AND CONTfUBUTd} GREATLY TO rtf!; SUCCESS OF THE 
MISSION. SPECIALIST fIALL'S HEROIC ACTIONS STAND IN KSiPDlG WITH THE 
HIGHEST TRADITIm~S OF' THE f.lILITARY SEItVIGE AND JiEFLECT GREAT CREDIT 
UFUN llIMSl!:LF, !;IS UNIT, AND 'I'HE UNITED STATES Awn. 
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Fon HEROISM, NOT INVOLVING PAHTICIPATION IN AlffilAL FLIGHT" IN CONNECTIoN WITH MILITAny OPERATIONS AGAINST A HOSTILE FO!UlE" SERGEANT PINCURA DISTINGUISHED liIl1SELF ON 16 F£llflUARY 1963 liIllLE SEftVING AS A SQUAD LEAVER DURING OP1WATloNS NEAll. THON' GIA DONG. AS HIS UNIT WAS MOVING 1'HRVUGH A WQODt;D AREA rr CANE UNDEt1 INTENSE FIRE FROM A FORGE OF WELL ENTIlENGHED NOHTH VIETNAMESE REGUlAHS. IN TH E INITIAL STAGE OF THJ.:: ACTION SEHGEANT PINCURA'S PLATOON UADE1~ ~IAS FATALLY WOUNDi.;;D, LEAVING HIM IN CHARGE OF THE PLATOON. HfrlEDIATELY TAKING CHARGE, SERGEANT PINCURA REALIZi'.:D THl!: NECESSITY OF POSITIONING tilS HEN AND Pl/.OVIDING COVER Fon THE EVACUA'l'ION OF 'fJ/1£ CASUALTIES. WITHOUT Rli:GAHD FOR HIS OWN SAFl1TY HE BltAV.lW 'THE HOSTIlE FIRE TO PlACE HIS Nili AT S'l'RA.J.\-TEGIG POSITIONS TO PHOVIDE GOVER Fon TilE \0 UNDED. FRErlUEllTLY E\POSING HIMSElF CuMPLETELY '1'0 TBi!; HOSTIlE nRE I HB HANEUVERED HIS J.lEN AND THEN TOOK UP A POSITION flIHSELF. HIS DE'l'EruUNED LEAllERSHIP AND PERSONAL FOllTITDDE WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE Sl"",OTH EVAGUATION OF THE WOUNDED. illS 1I1l1l0IC ACTS STAND IN Kl!;EPING WITH T~ HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF 'IllE MILITAnY SERVIGE AND REFLEGj' GllliAT GI"'DIT UPON liIH'3lill', HIS UNIT, m D THE DNIT1D STATES AlD1Y. 
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Furt HEH.OISM, NOT INVOl1VING PAll.'l'ICIPATION IN Al.mIAL FLICHT, IN 

CONNlo;GTION wITH NI.lLI'l'AH.Y OPliUATIONS AGAINST A fJOSTILE FUli.GJ'.. SE1(GEAN1' 

GliANPINE DISTINGUISHED hl.HlSElLF ON 16 FE.131WARY 1968 ~llU1E SEll.VINC AS A 

SQUAD LEADEll DU!UNG {)P.±<:H.ATIONS IN QUANG TIll PHUVINCt.. AS HIS UNIT WAS 

MvVING TH}iuUGH A Sl1AU VILU.GE IT CA1"1E UNDli.i1 Hl~AVY J.::Nf.;HY FIRE.. THE 

PLATOON L.c,ADEll OF 3E)"{GEJU~T CHA!,lPIHE'S PLATOON HAS 1·I.OI1'£A1.LY WuUNDc;O IN 

Till!: INITIAL STAGE OF THE CONFLICT, UAVING HIM IN CON.t·iAND. IHHt:DIATJ::.:LY 

TAKING vv~r~ TilE DIS(;nGAl~n:£lJ PliATUuN Ill!; jlWJfllVHI.EO Tllill1 SKILLFULLY M;D 

SET UP A BASE OF FInE AGAINST TIfE 1I0ST1L8 PUSITIONS. NEXT, HEAl.IZI .tJG 

THAT TIIEHE lil1:HE 'vlvUND£D ~l.EHBEIlS OF HIS UNIT STILL E;XI>()Sl';O 1U Hj~ HOSTIlE 

FInE, HE PE.ll:SONALLY HOVED FuHWARD 10 ASSIST TI1EM. UND1:;1t .ENEMY FIRE HE 

(l)}IPLeTEU DISRE."GARDED HIS PEf/SOHAL SAFETY Ai\[D NADE SEVEltAL TIUPS TU 

1HE FOl1EHOST Elli.NEl.JT 'lu ASSIST THE WOUNDED AND HELP THill1 1'U 'rlJj~ HEAR 

FOI{ EVACUATluN. SEHGEANT CHAl/Jf'DJE'S OUTSTANDlJI1C lEADE!~SHIP ANIJ P.l!.l~SONAL 

C()UHAGE i\AS RESPONSIUU; FOE l1AINTAINING TH.t; EFFECTIVENESS OF HIS UNIT 

AND SAVED .J"I!]::; LIVES UF SEVE!~AL OF IllS GUMlu\DES. HIS HtHOIC ACTIONS \titHE 

IN K:.:EPlNc WITH THE IIIGHl'~ST TnADITIu!~s OF THJi t-iILITAUY SEftVIC~ AND RE-

F1J!;CT GrillAT CHEDIT UPON liIHS1LF J HIS UNIT, AND 1'Ht. UNITED STATl!B /IlU1Y. 
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FOI( GALLAN'I'EY Hi ACTION IvHllE ~.1'lGAGl~D IN l·;nI'l'AIl.Y uPj~11ATIUNS J1GAINST 
AN AH.HED HuS'l'ILl!: f\JdCb. STAFF SJ!:'·(G.t!.J\1.IT I1UW\!S DISTINGUISHiill !-lIHSE1..F ON 
16 F1BillJAfiY 1968 WIlIlli SE!tVINC AS A PLATOON SE.,·:GEA!iT DUllING OP.E\;ATWNS 
IN QUANG THI p!~UVn'CE. AS lit lUIS L.'~ADn:c illS PL1\TOiJN 'l'()~IA!W A SE;.!E:;S 
()F' \'I1LL IJUC IN 1I0STII-h, FOSITIutlS, S'l'AFF SEHGEANT f.X)mus I mnT CMU.; UNDEr; 
mTi.:J~S£ M£HY AUTONA'l'IC I~EAI'Or;S fIlili. H.)ST OF 'Wl!, NtN IN /-lIS PLA TUCIN 
CU!'J\rl!:I(GED 'l'O\.JAj(Q 'rHE lbFT 1'0 'rAilE CUVE:~. t-!O'l'ING 'lHL.S, 1/11: I1-'.MJ.o;DIitT~::.LY 
Sl!.tH A SQUAD TO PltoVIDJ'~ Sl!.CUhITY uN THE f{lGflT FLANK. AS 'l'!l... SQlJAD j~UV,'.,D 
UUT TllIl!.::!!; OF TilL Hhll h'l!.iiE WUUlHlt.D I3Y Tl!t,., iHti:MY FIIi.b. AT '1'HIS TIMt:, WITH 
UTTEI:, Ul~)/{C;GARD FOit HIS Pi!,ltSUNAL SAF1~TY, STAFF :;l!:I{Gl!:ANT HJI~HJS rUIN 'l'O\'i'ARD 
'I'll"": POSITluN UF THE. ir.uUNDLD HbN IN AN A'r'l'j~,I1PT TO pr(OVID!!: COVb <INC FIfl~. 
AS HJ~ DID SO Hi!. hM> STHUCK ANT! I:lOHTALLY h\JUN~JE.D BY 'fHi:: .t;NEl1Y Jo'I1."1E. ilIS 
CJU!(AG~DUS ACTION ~):mvt.[) AS AN INSPIHATION TO T!lJ:: i:tEST OF IUS UNIT AND 
SUBSU;':Ul~NTLY HUlm UF HIS CJI111ADES BIIAV.ED 'fHb I!US'fILt. FIn::; /..N, ftL';CUV.c;I1.ED 

Pl'. fuFiHl.!:D AT 'l'Ht.: euST OF !JIS OhlJ LIFE, STAIJDS IN KL';;~PINC 1,iI1'H 'l'l-L\:; r!l:GHi~ST 
'l'HADl'rI0I~S JF THt'.. HILITAiiY SE" VICE Atm !:.t;FI.t',CTS GI()~AT CIIJ)I1' upm: HUI..St.l.F, 
IllS UNI'l', AN]) TH~i; UNI'l'1!.D STAT_!.;:) AIl!>jY. 
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I 

\ 

FU:i. HEROISM, NOT INVOLVING PARTICIPATION IN AERIAL FLIGJlT, IN 
CONNECTION WITH MILI'l'A!tY OPEHATIONS AGAINST A HOSTILE FOI1CE. P/lIVATJi 
FIRST CLASS SEVEHINO f)ISTINGUISHW BINGELF ON 16 FEBRUAHY 196$ Wi-lILE 
SEI/VDJG AS A RIFl).;l1AN LUj(lj~G OPEl ATIONS IN CJJANG TIU PHUVINGl';. ]0,5 !lIS 
UNIT \'JAS ADVANCI!'lG TOWARD A SEllIES OF WELL DUG IN HOSTIW POSITIONS IT 
CAt-ill UNVEIl. IN1'.i!.'N~E AUTONATIC WEAFONS FIRE. ACTING HjJ1iillIATELY J P!lIVATJ;<; 
FItlST cLASS SEVF.JUNO BEGAN 'ill RE.;'lUHN THE FIR!!;. ALTHOUGH Hli: Dj·l1EDIATELY 
CAHE UNDEt( "Xl')/NiliLY IlEAVY FlIlE liE CONTINUED '10 STAIID HIS GflQUND AND 
PLACLD HIS FEtE SO EFFt:;CTIVELY THAT HIS UNIT WAS ABLE 'IO ADVANCE AND 
S.I!.CU. E THi~ FLANK. IN TIlE p!;mOiUMNCE OF THIS AC'I'ION HE WAS STHUCK AND 
l4JRTALLY WUNDE.D BY THE ENEMY PIRE. li!S HEROIC ACTION WAS AN INSPIR-
ATION 1U rlIS ENTIlill UNIT AND COIOTIUDUTED GREATLY ·1 U TJJE SUCCl!3S OF illS 
UNIT'S HISSroN. HIS CUUIMGE AND ST.IiJillFAST DEVOTION TO DUTY AT THt: C03T 
uF IUS OWN LIFE S'l'Al-iD IN KJillPING WITH THE llICH'&'ST TRADI1'IONS OF THE 
MIUTAI1:Y SEJ?VIC.t At\JD H.&'Lt~CT OrEAT Cl{li:DIT UPON HIHSElF, HIS UNIT, AND 'l'HJ!: 
UNITED STATES AllMY. 
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DECLASSIFIED PER 
BY V> 11~l> , 

EXECUTI VE ORDER 12306, SECTION 3.3 ,NIJD ?7:)S'l1 NARA, DATE 1(2U~~ 

FOn HEROISM" NOT INVOLVING PAHTICIPATION IN AERIAL FLIGHT, IN CON_ 
NECTION WITH MILITAnY OPl!:JlATIONS AGAINST A J[OSTIL~ FORCE. SPECIALIST 
KRAFT DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF ON 16 nllilUARY 1968 WHIl£ SEllVING AS A SQUAD 
LEADEJL DUHING OPEII.ATIONS :ill (,JJ ANa TRr PiiOVINCE. WHi£N illS UNIT CAME 
UNDER HEAVY £NBl>1Y AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FInE ONE OF TIl.ii; PLATOONS LCST IUDIa 
CONTACT WITH THE REST OF THE UNIT AND WAS CUT OFF. I1ll'£DIATELY SPECIALIST 
KRAFT" WHO WAS IN THE REAH, 11.AN FOHWARD'THROUGH THI!.; .li:NEMY FIRE TO TAKE 
CHARGE OF ONE OF TRE CUT OFF SQUADS. HE IMMEDIATELY roOK CHAOOE OF TIlE 
DISOf1.GANIZED BODY OF MEN AND SOON HAD THl!;M UNDEH COMPLETE CONTI1OL AND 
m:rUHNING FIRE AT THE l!1JEMX RJSITIONS. HE CONTINUED 10 LEAD THE SQUAD 
UNDER FIllE THE REST OF THE CONTACT. HIS COUI/AGmus ADVANCE THROUCH 
THo &IEMY FIrrE AND QUICK GRASP OF THE SITUATION liAS ll£3PONSIBLE FOR 
TURNIllO A DISORGANIZED Gl~OIJP IN1'O A FIGHTING ELhli1.'1JT Nt A CHUCIAL TINE. 
SPECIALIST KRAFT'S !lEHOle ACTIONS STAND IN K.1%PING WITH THE HIGHt;ST 
'I'HADITIUNS OF 1'h~ HILIl'AiU' SEl,VICE AND HEFLECT GREAT CliliDIT UPON IlIH3£LF J 

HIS UNIT J AND THe UNITHO STA'fES ARNY. 



D~ClAssrFrEO PER 

BY Ilk 1 1:\6 , 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 123.56. SECTrON 33,fJtJDF73.54( 

NARA, DATE I/1.$/1t 
r ' 

Fon GALLANTHY IN AGHON \WIlE llIGAGlm IN lHLITArlY OPERATIONS 

AGAINST AN AHHED HOSTILE mHCJ~. SEHGEANT LYNCH DISTINGUISI-IED HIl1SELF 

ON 16 FEBRUA!l.Y 1968 ylHILg SERVING AS A SQUAD lEAVl!:It tlUlIING OPERATIONS 

NEAH THON GIA ruNG. DUJiING AN ENGAGEH8N'f WITH A CUHPANY SIZE FURCE OF 

NonTH VIl!.'TNANI<;SJ.:; J1F..GUl.AR TUOUrs SEIiGl1ANT LYNCH'S UNIT SUSTAINED SEVERAL 

CASUALTIES FUOM HEAVY )J{)STlLE FIllE. WITH U'l'TER DISRi~GAHD F{)!1 filS PEHSONAL 

5AFl!:TY S.i!.RGEANT SYNcH ~:OVlm ACROSS AN OPEN IlICE I'ADDY UNDEj( IN'rt'lJSE 

HOS'l'lLl!; FIiLE TO HEACH THE SID.!;; Of" SEV~HAL OF' illS ~~OUND~D OJMlliI.DES. AI.-

THUUGH ENEMY POSITIONS WBHE FIHING AT JiIM F/{Q}j ONLY FOHTY Ni':TEJl.S AWAY, 

HE CONTINU.c;D TO ASSIST TIl.!!; k0UNDED. AS HG HAS CA/tRYING ONE OF TIll.<; CA5-

UALTIl!S TO SAP.l!.'!'Y HE WAS HHlS.EJ1" WJUNDED BY A BunST OF ENhlIY AUTOMATIC 

WEAPONS FIf/.C. IGNORING J/IS PAINFUL WOUND HE CONTINUED 'I'D HP.;LP HIS 

WOUNDED CvMHADE AND SUCCSEDJ.'~D IN TAKING HIM 'I'O SAFt.1'Y. HJ~ llliSUSl!.D r..ED-

lCAL 'I'HEATt·tENT UNTIL THE nEST OF THJ.!; HUUNDED l-IAD BEEN CARED FOR. HIS 

COUHAGcOUS ACTIONS hEI·j:; ll.ESPONSIBLh FOil SAVING TI:!.E LIVES OF S~VERA.L OF 

!lIS emIT/.ADES AND SERVED AS IN INS] IlJ.ATION ro HIS 1!1<lTIRE UNIT. SERGEANT 

LYNCH'S PEHSUNAL BE1I.OISH AND DEVOTION 'l'U DUTY STA1\lD IN K.EJ.i.:PING WITH THE 

HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF 'l'liG HILlTA'.LY S£ltVICE AND REFLECT GIlE-:AT CHWIT UPON 

HIMSli1.f, HIS U l;IT, AND TilE UNI'l'l.;D STATES Afil·lY. 
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FOR GALI>ANTRY IN ACTION wnILE ENGAGED IiI MILITARY OPERATIONS AGAINST 

An ARt1ED HOSTILE FORCE:. SPElJIALIsT ANDERSON lHSTDIGUISHEn lintSELF' 08 16 

F,EBRUJ.Rt 1968 WHILE SERVING AS AN ARTILLERY FORWARD, OlismVER D~RING OPl'll. 

ATIONa IN QUIllG ,TRI PROVINCE. DURING T.IS ACTION ONE PLATO"N CAME UNDl'll 

INTENSE ENlMY FIRE AND WAS UNABLE m MOVE. DISREGARDING THE aERIOUS CAS. 

UALITIE3 WHIcH T'HE PLATOON HAD SUFFERED, SPECULIST ANDERSON WENT :)lrl 

T,'RoUGH THE HOSTILE FIRE TO ADJUST ARTILLERY ON THE ENE'1Y roSITIONS, AL • 

THOUGH CONTINUOUSLY nPOSED TO INTENSE AUTO' .. 1ATIC WEAPONS FIRE, liE STOOD , . 

aIS GRoUJ1D Aim CONTINUED TO BRING IN ARTlLLIllY FIRE IN AN EXTRl:1ELY EFFECt 

TIVE MANNER, lIll! COURAGIDUS ACTION A D DrSRTilOARD FOR liIS PERSONAL SAFEI'Y 

WERE RFSPONSThLE FOR INFLICT'ING CJ.SUALTIEll ON THE Et:liMY FORCE MID ALL?"$ 

, i;r,' ING 'IHJ!»!IiIII'l'JIII)!>Y TROOPS '10 ADVANCE "iONE JjAS~'ILY, HIS HFRQI«<J;PJli/oYi/, STAND "'_' 
" '.,r;,\· • .-.\'1,·~ 

, . 

III KEEPING WITH THE llICHEllT TllAJlITIOHS OF ,T'HE MILITARY ,ERVtCE AND REFLECT 

GmT CREDIT UiJON HIMSELF, HIS UNIT, AND 'rHF'. U\ITHJJ STATES ARty 
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FOR GALLANTRY,IN ACTION WHILE Ell GAGED IN MlJ,ITARY nplllATIONS AGAINST 

AN AruiEO JDSTILE FORCE. LIElJTE1i~NT BLEVINS DISTINCl1ISHEl,) HIMSELF ON 16 

,PEBRIWIY 1968,,¥HILE SERVING A6 A PLAmON LFAIlER DURI'G OP_TIONS IN QUANG , ',','" ,. , 

,~RI PROVINCE. AS HE WAS Llil\DING HIS PLATOON THR;UGH ,A, SMALL VILLAGE ~'\.O 

'llORTH VlmNAHllSE SOLDIERS WEllE DISCOVERED I!IDING IN A BUNKER, ,UPON CON. 

:'ORHA.TION. C?NE OF, THEM CAME OUT AS IF.ro SURRENDER BUT i INSTEAD 'BEGAN T-l ' 

TlIRo\i TWO BAND GREIlAJ)ES. REACTING TO THE SI~'UATIO. ~"!M;:DIATELY. LntJTEN. 

ANT BLEVINS RAN STRAIGHT AT THE MAN AND SIFZED HIS ll.lNDS. PRRVE!lTING. I!I,~ 

FROM ~RLING T~E GRE:tADES. HE THEN TH.RJJ.i TH~ E eli',:,!y ~ OI.DIFR T! TIlE GROUND, 

CAUSING THE GREAADES TO G' OFF AND BE .iJlSORBED Iii'!') THE MAli'S BODY, MOM. 

ENTS LA'l!Dl, \lHEN ANOTHER PLATOON 'WAS PINNED DOWN 'BY INTENSE ENEU AU'1'OM4TIC 

llruoNS FIRE, LIEUTENANT BLEVINS AGAIN EXroSED UIMSELlJ' 1'() THE ENEMY AND 

PERSONALLY LED HIS '!1El/ TO ASSIST TIlE BELlil\GUJmED ELEl<ENT,' HE C"NSISTANTLY 

EXPOSED HIMSELF TO THE INTE~ISE HOSTILE FIRE TO DIRJ.iXiT1'TUE MOVEMENT OF IUS 
I 

PLATOON. ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, WI'!'H COMPLErE Drg REGARD FoR HIS·· PERSONAL 
I BArmy I HE AGAIN :BRAVED 'l'lJE E~IEMY FIRE TO ASSIST THE ""OUNDED PERSQN.·E1 , '~ 

TO POSITIONS OF SAJ'ETY. THROUGHOUT ~L'HE DAY HIS COURAGmUS ACTS WERE HE. ,, __ ., ,I"~ , '., •• ,. I,', .. ':... SPONSIBLE FOR SAVING MANY FRIENDLY LIVES AND CONTRIRUWED IfL~EA.SUll.lB~ TO 

THE SUCCE5S OF THE MISSION. HIS PERSONAL HEliOISM AND1
! DEVOTION TO DUTY , 

STAND IN ,KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MILITARY,SERVI;CE AI,D , ' , 

REFLECT G~ CREDIT UPON llIMSLEl?, HIS UNIT, AND THE UNITID STATES ARMY, 
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PROPOSED CITATION 

FOR GALLll!TRY In ACTIOn WHILE EllGAGED IN MILIT.ARY OPERA'rIOM AGUNST 
.I.N ARMED II:lSTILE FORCE, SpEcIALIST GLYNN DISTINGUISliED HlflSELF 011 16 
J'EBllUAR'l' 1968 IIlIILE SERvrl1G AS A MEDICAL AIllIWf DURIIIG OPERATIONS IN 
Q\l4IIG TRI ProVINCE, IIlIEN HIS PLA1'OO1I WAS PINNED DOliN BY INTEI!SE ,EI!llMY 

AU'fOIlATIC lIEU'OlB FiRE SPECIALIST GLYHlIllNDFSITATINGLY RAN ACROSS EIGlm 
HETERS OF OPEN AREA TO ATTEND TO HIS WOUNDED COMRADS, ON, NUMEROUS occ.ts_ 
lOllS RE CRAWLED THROUGH HEAVY FIRE AlID DRACCED WOUNDED MEN BACK TO BAFFTY, 
IN ONE IlillTAHCE, IIlIILlI RE WAS TRFATING ONE OF THE WOUNDED, HE cAME UNDEN 
FIRE BY A IIEI.llIl1 END/Y "OLDIEN, !MllrnIATELY HE PICKED uP AN 11_16 R 11"·E 
llID XlLLED THE HOSTILE SOLD lEN, AFTER THIS HE CO NT INUED ITO il(l'OSE HIIf ELF • To GIVE UD TO ~lIE WOUNDED, . HIS HEROIG ACTIONS WERE PFB"O'SLBLE FOR 
SAVING THE LIVFS OF SEVERAL OF HI" co 'RADER AND SERVED AS AN INSPIRATION 
TO liIS E TIRE UNIT; HIC OUTSTANDI>G CQUllI.GE AND DEV:1TION \0 DU'riSTAND 
IN IEU-ING '11TH T.F HIGHFST TRADITIONS OF THE MILITARY SENVICE AND REnEeT 

I .,/" GRFAT CREDIT UPON HIMS)l!Ll'. HIS UNIT. AND TlIE UNITED STATE>' ARHY, I " 
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.DECLASSIFIED PER EXECUTIVE ORDER 12350, SECTION 3,3,!JtJfl?7'2>54f NARA, DATE (/1.{ /11 " 
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CIrl'ATION --------
FOR GA.LLANTR'( IN ACTION WHILE ENGA.GUl Iii I1ILITARY OPERATIONS AGAINST 

:. ' I'" All ARMFj) , HOSTILE FORCE, SPECIALIDT MEDEL DISTn;~UISI!ED ,llI~SELF ON 16 " ' ;' . ; '" ,', ":1:. I::;, ",', !':i " .. Ii'ElJRtI.t1IY 196B,WHILE SERVING AS A MAC!!I ECUNNERDrIRING ,OPERATIONS IN . "" ".'" , .. ' .,::,'. . . ". " )"' .. 'f' ", .' \" > r, I 'I . ;,;.QUANG'\·TRL::PROVIliCE: . WI1:&. OTiirn,ME"·IB.rn5 OJi' HIS PLATOO:i HAD KILLEl? T\o:O 
\ O:C," ' , '~'i ."" .' ". ",:".'" ';,' ; " ' 'j',' ,', \ ' ,BOR"H VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS U1;o!!iG IiI A BU,,<EIl-SPECIALrS'I' ''ifllEL DllrFvTEll 

;-', ;', A~~~'J hER, El<~,j~ ~ SOLl?~~ FLE;LtI;g';~~~'·A"REA.A' D ,KILLF.D i!FH. '~E~HT'L/~'i#'< '" .' . \ t· "W~RJ)' lriH!l' A[f~ci,H~' ~T09~ 'IN IiIf! cotPANY VAS t1N~~~:~",\',tl :r;~ :nir~SE: , ' , llOSTILE.l.UTOiU.TIG Wll!PONS' FIRE; HF: RA~ Across AN, oPEII ,AREA To PROVIDE 
, , .', 

) , . : , 
AS liE RAIl HE \r.OULD FR1'Q.UElfTLY STOP' '"\ .".: ",'.,' "", , .4llD, STILL. En'OSED TO '1'11& ENEMY FIRE. FrRE toNG BURSTS, OF· MACflIloi'Ji.X:;"\JN FIRE 

"',.' ".,'.', - I" AT ,THE ENEMY POSIT lONll. lIE TOOl( COVER ilEllIND A RISE ONLY ,TlJIR1'Y,~TERS , 
i:' '" "'i' .ii '.1, FROK TllE HOSTILE pOSITIONS' AliJ) co::unUED TO EXPOSE ,1lIMSELF' IN, !iNDEBTO, " ,.' ", ~.. 
.; "," , "I,.;'". "'~ , '.-.:'.': ," "! ,. .'" , , , COVER THE PLUOOB,'BISil COMPLErg DIDRmARD ,FOR HIS,PEBS01!AL,WETI liAS" " , ' . "," " .. ',' . .' ",.' ,;,' ',:', "';'" , ;""''',:;,;,:/'1';' ~-r'"J;~:.",~i; . ,All II!'IALUABLE.l'AOTOR"IN THE ULT.lMATE SUOCJ!<lS OF liID, U~IT!$ MIS~roN;, """ , 

.. ~ " '," "', "."., " " ~"': . ,. I 
, . 

HIB HEllO;O AOTION STANDS IN Km'ING WITH ,THE HIGHES": rl.U>~:I,!NS,:,~,:~~ " 
HILrrARY'SERVICE AND' REFLECTS GREAT CREDIT uPON hIl1SELF, IUS 'UNIT, Mil) 
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DEClASSI~'EO PER 
BY _MI HI; , EXECUTIVE ORDER 12356, SECTION 3.3,lJtJD~7~541 

NARA, DATE I/'l.S l'i't . 

FOR GALLANT!~Y IN ACTION "lmIlli llIGAOlED IN NILITAllY OPE1IATIONS 

AGAINST AN ARMED HOSTIlE FORCE. FIRST SERGEANT POWELL DISTINGUISHED 

HIllSJill' ON 16 FJ<1lRUAllY 1968 WHILE SERVING AS FIRST SERGEANT ON A GOMBAT 

OPEflATION IN QUANG TIU PROVINCE. WHILE HOVING THROUGH HOSTIIE TEIUUTORY 

THE LEAD "L~l' OF FI1I.'lT S,:IlGEANT POWELL'S COMPANY GAHE UNlJEll INThllSE 

ENEMY FIRE AND WAS PIllNED OOWN, SUFFERT,," SEVEHAL GASUALTIES. 111ME!)'" 

lATELY, AND WITHOUT REnARD T'"ott IlIS FEHSUNAL SAF~TY, FIRST SEflGEMT 

POWELL lCUSHED FOitWARD TIlHOUGH THE IIEAVY FIIlE TO ASSIST TilE WOUNDIlD. 

HE EXPOS.l!;D HIMS.l!:LF COMPL:!,TELY 'l\) THE ENEMY FIIlE TO GIVE FIH.8T AID TO 

THE: WOUNDt:D AND MOVE THEM TO SAFJ;i.;TY. ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS !li~ HAN F.HOM 

roSITIUN TO FOSITION TO SEARCH FOit ADDITIONAL WOUNDBD AND REORGANI2..Ii: 

TIl;; DEFENS;; OF TI" PINNED OOWN ELIlM.NT. HIS PEHSONAL GOUltAGE AND LEAD" 

EHSHIP WERE RESPONSIBLE FOlt SAV!l.:G SEVERAL LIVES AND }',AINTAINED TilE UNIT 

AS AN 1FFECTIVE FIGHTING FDRCE. FrIIST SEllGEANT POWELL'S HEROIC ACTIONS 

STAND IN K~PING WITH l' HE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OI-' Till:<; l-ilLITA!"i.Y SEf~VIC£ AND 

H.l!.FLECT OHEAT c·· EDIT UPON HIHSElF, !lIS UNIT, AND TilE UNITED STATES ARHY. 



\ EXECUT I VE ORDER T 2356. SECT ION. 3 3 .tJ"I:.:IJ.::D.:.~-,-7.:.:>.:.5-,4~1_ 
DEClASSIP'ED PER l-BY -.-:tN>o14-JLt~""b,--__ 'NARA. DATE 1/~1 1t . 

F'O ~ I-IEHDrSN, NOT INVOLVING PAHTICIPA'fION IN ABflIAl, FLIGJI'l', IN CUN-N~C'I'ION ~'1I1'H l>JILITAflY OPi!:/{AT1.OlW AGAINST A 1l0SrIl£ FUilCE, SPl!;CIALIST MA!l:TIN DlSTINGUISJfl<~D lIUlSEU' uN 16 Flillfi:[JA;IY 196f! '~'i!ULE SEWING AS A MEDICAL AIDMAN DU RUG A IHLI1'AIlY OP1WATIUN J N QJ ANO 'l'la P :OVlNCE. WlltlJ H18 WJIT CAI1l!: UNDEll INl'&J3l:.' EN£!·jY FIltJo~ AND SUFFt'lIBD lW,MEIWUS CASUALTIES" SPk.CIALIST MAlI.TIN ll4M.EDIAT£LY mVil) OUT FflUN illS SECl1H~ I-USITION TO AID TH.I;'; WOONDtD. m: HAN TO TilE VEIIY FJIljUT OP TH.t; FUld:NDLY POSITION 1'1Il~UGH Tf/!.!; HEAVY FIflt TO ilEAcn illS W,UNVW CuMHll.DE.S. riITH COr-lPll"TE DISllliQAlW FO:I HIS Pi!.llSUNAL ZAFE'rY HE ilEJ·1AIN£!:D CONPLC'fELY EXPOS~D TO 1'H.t:: H03'fIl-i FIH~ UNTIL HE HAD CA!'ED FOrt FOUH uP THE WuUND~D. HE TIl1;;N PEHOONALl,Y HELPeD TO CARRY SEV£HhL OF THJ~{ BACK THliOUGH T Ht: HOSTILi F'IH,l!; Fun EVAG-UATION. HIS COU/\AGZOUS AC1'IQIJ AND CuNCi:tN FOR HIS Ji'l..:LLOl~' SOLDlEiiS SAVj;;D THE lIVt;S OF S1!;V.c;II.AL AND GEHVi~D AS IN INSPIRATION TO HIS 1NTIJfJ~ UNIT. SPcl;IALIST NAHTIN'S Hl1l:UIC ACTIUNS STAND IN KliliP!NQ WITH Tilli HIGHEST TRJ\.D-ITIONS Of TIl/'!" l·l!LI1'AItY GE~NIC.E AND EEFLOCT GREAT CfiEDIT UPON MHlSliU', !lIS un. T, JUJD TilE UNITt;D STATES AJU.1Y. 
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CITATION --_ .... _---

FOR GALLl.NTRY IN ACTION WHILE EliGAGED IN MILITARY OPERA'IIONS AGAINST 
AN ARIIFll IlOSTlLE FoaCE. CAPT.I.IN POOR DISTINGUISHFll HL'ISELF OR 16 FE,iRIMR! 

'. 1,68 WlULE SERVING AS A COMPAIIY COMMANllliR DURING OPERATIONS IN QUANG TRI 
• ',', ' "t" " " 

~ Pl.OVIllCE. ',' lfARLt IN 'rill!: MORNING OF TU1T DAY c.i.PTAIN, POOR'S COHDANY CA~'l1!('<l, 
URDliR All IliTEliSE ROC= AND MORTAR ATTACK FIlOH A FJRCE OF NORTH VIllrlll.M.iJlE 
IlIDULAIlB, DURIIlG THIS ATTACK CAPTAIN POOR L'1MEDlATELY TOOK CONTROL OF TliE 
SITUATION MID THlIuUGR HIS PERSONAL COURAGE A'1) DT AMIC LFADERSRIP SUCGE!DED . IN REPELLING THE EliEMT OFFE.,eIVE. AFTiR CALLING IN ARTILLEllY ON THE E,B IY 
pQSITIOIIS lIE P_OllALLY DIRECTED TUE DEFENSE OF HIS COMPANY'S POSITION 
DIRlffG THE 8U~5muENT ENiMY GRf)UNl} ATTACK. HE CQllTINUALLY :t'<POSED nmSELF 
THE TaE moo lIRE TO DIRECT HIS MEN AND KElil' HIS LFAD rns :M'OllMED OF THE 
SITUATION. TllllOUGIl HIS PlillSOlIAL HEROISM A,D CALM LEAJlllll8llIP THE HOSTILE 

, J'QRCEB WERE DRlVElI HACK WITH HEl.VY CA8UALITIEB; CAPTAIN !'OOR'S GALLAnTRY 
IN ACTIONSTAlIDS IN KW'ING WITH THE lIIGlJEST TR!DITIONS OF 1'liE .. ,ILI1·ARY 

, SOOteE A.l'lD R£i'LEC'fS GRFAT CREDIT UPON' ;,IMSELF, lirS UNIT t A:lD THE: U:-l!'l':ED 
\' ,N';':".i't,]~~,:w~ 
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3 3 ,UNO ?1S5'i I 
DECLASSIFIED PER 

8 Y 1Y> I )<1'> • 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 12356, SECTION NARA, DATE 1/1.J{1t . 

CI'fA'rluN --------
FuR GAllANTRY IN ACTI,)N 'I'IHIL'::: !.t1'IGAIDt:D IN NILI1'ARY OPEHATIONS ACAINST 

AN ARMW HQS'1'ILE Fo/Wk:. PHIVATE FinST CLA.'j,s BHATCHEII DISTHJGUIDlllill llIM_ 
S1!;LF ON 18 Flil3l'llJAHY 1968 ~i'HII.J~ SEHVHlG AS A It;,;c;OIl.LESS RIFLl!J.lAN WHING 
OpmlA1'IoNS IN QUANG TH1 PHOVINCi. ~'HIL~ ON GUAnD NZAR HIS CoMPANY'S 
POSITluN PlllVATE FIRST CLASS BlIATCH£fl WAS OPe. ATING A 90NM HECUILLE.SS 
JUFLE wH~ AN INTENSE EllEMY HOCK!!."! AND MOIl.TAn BAWlAGFJ STAHTED. DUlliNG 
THl!. INITIAL P.l!1UUD OF TH'c; ATTACK 1l.tG SPOTTED QN.c: OF THE HOSTILE NOR'l'AR 
POSITIONS. STANDI~G "IS GHiJUND MHD THE INTI!NS~ FIlill HE OPj!1Um FHI.E 
ON THt: ENEMY POSITION Al~D Kl~OCK.E;D IT OUT. AT THIS POINT Hl~ DGTEC'fED 
AN i:<..NOO hOCKET POSITION, EXf'USING !UMSELF '£0 'I'I-J~ ENl!;MY HE AGAIN FIHED 
AND ELUUNAT!iD THE SECOND HOSTILE POSITION. illS POSITION WAS THrcN HIT 
BY A UUCKET AND HE WAS FATALLY HOUNDtD, IiIS COUHAGWUS PE-tFOI{HANCB 
"lAS JlESPOHGIBu.; FOH ELI1lINA'l'ING 1,\0 HOS1'ILE roSITI;)NS AND SAVED HIS 
UNIT FROM SUFFE1UNC NUMl!:ltUUS CASUALTIgS. HIS HEltOIC ACTIONS AND 3T01D-
l"AST DEVUTIuN 1'0 DU'ry ST A.t-,D IN Kl!:EPI1,G WIm TJ!~ lIIC:HEST THADITIONS UF 
Till:; HILITAIiY S!!Jl.VlCi: AND li.&u,cT GW~AT CHEDIT UPON HIHSELF, HIS UNIT, 
A/'ID 'mE UNIT":D STATES AHl1Y, 
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OECLAssr~rED PER 
BY _ MI /<b , EXECUTIVE ORDER 1235., SECTION 3 3,~NDr7:)5'1' 

NARA, DATE 1/1.$/'i't 

pm GAd.AN'l'I1Y IN AC'l'l(jJ~ hfl1L,~ K~iGAGED IN ~jILITJ\i1Y Oh~l ATIuNS AC.AIJ~8T 
AN A)(,Hl. ... n HUS'l'J.L;~, j'UIWj<;. 31'ECIALIST CRhl1J DI~;'rINGUISHlm /lIHSt::LF mJ 18 

QUANG THI PWVINCi~. 1·.'!l'~1'J IllS CONPANY'S POSI'l'ION CANi UHi'Eil AN rrni~NSE 
cl~~;MY . UCK.l!.T AI~D ;,·:01l.'1'A/( ATTACK SPECIALIS'f GIl2:~,N \'IAS 1>l1I.NNING A NAC1I1IJl!.-

GUN AND rtlI'l1mIA'I'LLY !tl!,TlJliNL~V Ji'Ilii~. t-XPQSING HHJS':;LF CUNSTANTLY TO '1'l-1l!; 

j~ILNY FI1U-; HE CUl')'l'INU!:.D 'ID TAIG.'; TilE HOSTILE POSI'l'IONS UNDtft Fn....;. \-,'lTil 

GHEAT ACCUHACY AIJD l'II'l'1l CUI~PL~Tl<~ DISHWAHD FOll illS i'.t'::i(E~OI~AL SlIFbTY !-IE 

'l'O STAND lJIS G1:()UJW AGAIJiST Tilt" ~W~t,lY A .mftTAH itoUND t.XPWDlm r~EX'l' 'l'0 

l-IIS hJSITION AND ;·1)lrTALLY \·;OUND.c;n HIl1. Tilii. ;UG)) HIS COUIUl.C.E SPECIALIST 

CREaN I S COHPAlIY WllS ABU. To h'lTIiSTAND TH1 1NEHY ASSAULT. illS IltHOIC 

ACTIONS Ar~D STEADFAST DJtvUTION TO DUTY STAND IN Kl!:EPIrm ~'IITH THE<; I-IIGHh:ST 

rUADI'l'IoJNS Uj, THi:. iHUTA!(Y SEllvrC~ MJD illiF'll~(;,l' GW";AT CJ(EDIT up<m HIMShU', 

.--~-----~~--
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 12356, SECTION 3.3JItJf)'i7~5'11 NARA. DATE 1/~SJ~t '. 

CITATION --------

FOR HEROISM, NOT INVOLVING PARTICIPATION IN AERIAL FLIGHT. IN 
CONNECTION wrTH MILITARY OPERATIONS AGAINST A HOSTILE FORCE. SERGEANT 

~. - " 

" 

Me COLLUM DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF BY EXCEPTIONALLY VALOROUS ACTIONS ON 18 
FEBRUARI 1968 WllILE SEIlVING AfJ A SQUAD LEADER DURING OPERATIONS IN QUANG 
TRI PROVINCE. ON THe NIGHT OF THAT DATE SERGEANT Me COLLUM'S COMPANY 
CAM!! UNDER AN INTENSE ATTACK BY roCKETS AND MORTAR ROUNDS. DURING THE 
ATTACK HE CONTINUALLY LEFT HIMSELF OOMPLETELY EXPOSED TO THE HOSTILE 
FIRE AfJ HE LEFT HIS OWN POSITION TO (lj EGK THE POSITIONS OF TUE MllN IN 
HIS SQUAD. DURING ONE PARTICULARLY CRUCIAL PRASE OF THE ENEMY ATTACK 
OIlE OF. THE MACHINli:C1JNS ATTACHED ro HIS SQUAD CEASED TO FIRE. WITH 
OOMPLETE DISRl'lJAllD FOR HIS PEl/SONAL SAFh"XY HE RAN ACROSS AN OPEN AREA 
TO THE MACHINEGUN POSITION UNDER INTENSE l'1iEMY FIRE AND COT >l BACK INTO 
THE ACTION. WHILE HETURNING TO HIS OWN POSITION lIE RECEIVED WOUNDS FBIlM 

1 AN ll1lEMY WOKET THAT ULTIMATELY PROVED FATAL. HIS '/JEROIC ACTION WAfJ 
I OF IMMEASURABLE VALUE TO THE SUCCESSFUL DEFENSE OF flIS COMPANY'S POS-
i IrION, SERGEANT If) COLLUMIS COURAGE AND STEADFAfJT rwTION ro DUTY AT 

THE COST OF HIS OWN LIFE STAND IN KEEPING WITH THE flIGHEST TRADITIONS I OF THE MILITARY SERVICE AND REFLECT GREAT CREDIT UPON NIMSELF,' HIS UNIT, 
AND THE UNITED STATES ARIlI. 
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JDEe'LA'SSIFIED PER 
BY MIN> EXECVTIVE ORDER 12356. SECTION 3.3.IJN/)'i7~5't1 

NARA. DATE 1/1.5/11 . 
i; 

',':, 

r. !! Q. r. Q. ll. lH .,i 4u !!. ! lUI 

,:;c' 

FOR HEROISH"NOT IIIVOLVINO",f 1I.R'l!CI:PA.~'!01! IN~LIL FLICR'l1 ,IN ':, 
"':i:-:/ , , 

','," -'< : •• ;';t 
C'lll1',.",",','",'" FIllST CLASS TURNBULL DISTINGUISHED OHlJI'PWII!1ARY'1968 ,WHILlC 

. ri:;'~VINGASi~'~o~~ro~G OPJQli.TION;'IN~'~G TRIPROV-
" ,,~ u' ,." , ," " ' >.<' ,"<' ., -I' , . , . .' , . , 

'VlllOJI"PRIVATlIl,FIBST CLASS TCRIIl'IlLl.lS OJNPAIIY OAHE~,~ AN INTJilISE,',' 

., : -~.,. 

":, 'i" " 
>. ' , ' 

'r" ; 

,- ,'~, 

J!NEMI II!1CKE't AND IIlRTAR ATTACK WlIILE)1E lIAS ,HANNING A 9OIIII,R.!XlOILLESS 
", J. .,.. ",., 

" " ',', IUILII. . ~IATJlLl HE BBIlAN TO RE'l1JBlI PIl!EAT ,~~ ~~W; :rosITIONS." ' .';~ , 
k .," '. ' , .. ~,~ ~? 
}llIVATE FI~ O~S TCBlIBULL CONTINU,Al.LY EXPOSEIl:.~ELFT?~~ EN~," '. 'i., 

:i"~~ ORDJQl,l'Il~lN,'I' ,oUT, ENEMI~~;t~~t ~'~IT~~' ~~HJI' ,::i.;,,:;'~\i; , .. ,: 
'?,,:tEF't .HIS POSITIOII AND RAIl AOROSS AN OPJ!lI ARllA TO.BlIUfRll: A RESUPPIt •• '''''. ··t,,<, 

,,~ . , : >. ,'.' (j",.- '.", ~',", • 

.• ' WITH OJNPLJ!TJI DISRllDARD FOR HIS PERSONAL SAFETY ,lIE EXPOSED HIMSJ!LI' TO"'" 
',','i, _! ' 1 t' "'" ;_ ,,' 

:"\<TlIE INTENBI lrJSTILll PIllE' AND BROUGHT BACK ,:rHE' IlUOH' ! I~DEIl; ~~I~Tl'OI(;'!' :; 
~ " •• ' .~, •• ,,~ ., ,',' • • ",' ... '.,,' ',1, ::; ';.-'-:' '-'r' 

-'I· 
. SRORTLl '!lIlIIUW'TER HIB, POSITION .IIAS HIT n, AN ' II!1OIX'l ROJlIID AND . .. 

.. ,\,"'".",,' , -,- ,'.. ',:' ',i' , '·'I'~::H.: ;. -- ,,~;,~,' -';,'" 

HlI WAS FATALLY II:lJlllDED, HIB CQURJ.GlIXlPS ACTIONS, INVALUASLE .FACTOBS . 
'I . . . <! ,: 

- THE DEl"ENSJI OF mE FRIENDLI POSITION,' "ALlOUTNG.. ";,\' 
oU'I ~ '" 'i , . '- r' 

"i";,-:" 

',':1'(, 
, l!B RKPJILLED 'EVEN AT THE COST OF HIS CNN LIFE, .' , 

FAST DEVOTION.TO DtJIY STAND IN ltEEPINC WITH ,THE HIGHEST.TWIITIONS 
, I'i' -- , ' ,. '"_"' ,.', ·4" 

' .. ', TlIE HILITAlII, SERVICE AND lIEFlJ!OT GJW.T.· CfiEIlIT 

,AND THE JlIIlTED STATES ARKI. " 
,. 
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jOEClASSIPIEO PER 
1 BY MI/:It> ! , 

I 
FOB GALLANTRY I!~ ACTIO .,.fllILE El:GAGED Itl I1Ir.1'l'ARY UPERA'lIOll!J AGAT.t;ST 

AN ARMED ;,O[;'l'11E F'ORCE. FII,!yt?, RGEA:;ri' n8jJEI~ DI[GI!iGUISliE[L,l!L ~SE;LF, Oil . , 
18 FBBRUAHY 1968 WHILE ERVlijG AS A FliiS'.l' SFRl";PJl.ti'l' D'IUI:C 'PFRA",'IOJlS'I:J 

Q.UA1;G TNl pnOVINCE. DU~(I:IC 'l'HE EA.llLY ;OR.1IlIG ;i :URS OF 'l'JiA1' DATE l"J.HS'l' 

Sl!.:RG.&\N'I' FISHE£{lS COHi'ANY CAi1E U.,nmi. All IN'l'E/,SE RoCKEl' A1iD fQNTAH A'l"l'ACK 

BY AN ESTIMATED TWO llA'l"~'ALIOll SIZE F'(lRCE of NORTH V IErtWlIt11E RFeULARS. 

nURING 'I'lim ATtACK AUD rrdk.: SU, SlQ.UEi'iT GR'.iUND A'j"j,'ACK FIBS1' ~~ERG.FA:T FLSc ;FR 

CON'l'I~UALLY EXPOSED 111dSaF' 'I,() T:;F~ I:;TE';SE E ,E:-[Y FInE 'lD "IOVE SFY~.RAL wourIDFD 

_'""" .. C. ,_ SAFhTt TO PERSO~\ALLY SU~'J~-:1~VrSE 'I'lig 1'1IACllATlON Of' ',;llE ~our:DF..D. WHEN AN 

THE E~,.El'!Y TI) PE:rWOliALJ.Y U:;LQAD AIID DIS'I'R ~ aU'j'E '/'!lE A,l -u I T0!l. DIlFT,;\ HE 

U,·S'i'lLE GH UI\n A'I'l'ACK HE c·,aGE '1'0 ~r·.AVE TilE REi . .A'rrVE SECURITY OF ';HE Q)11PANY 

COM;·1AND POS'!' IV OliDFR TO M3f~rS'l' ',';:1<: I.FAllEHS OF AN ElA!JA'l'I'LIID PLA'IOOH. TliHOUCii_ 

HIS PERSONAL COURAGE, au i :":'l'Ai'DI:1C LEADER~i!JIP MiD STf.1I.DPAS'l' DEYQ'l'[O!-1 '1'0 DU'! Y 

STAHl) D~ KEk.'PIiiG hrJ'll 'I'HE l-JI1~JjES':' 'l'llADITIONS 01<' 'WE MJI,I'jAHY ~EHii reg AND 

REFf,Eel' GREAT CHE:.Drf UPON I II!1S1:1.P , HIS UNI'l', At,D 'i'HE UNITED STATES AHHY. 



, ,DECLASS r F' r ED PER 
, , BY IY> I/",6 ,,:'~ . l::XECUTJVE ORDER 12356. SECTION 3.3,NtJf)'i73541 NARA, DATE 1/1.51'h " 

' ... "-

, CAIIII: UNDBli A' SAVAGE MORTAR ANDroCKFl' ATrACK' BY A LARGE ?ORCE OF 'ORTH 
-' , 

~ , - - , ,'f '." , •. ,' 
" ., , .. , ~" ) DIRING THE EAIU.:r MO 1MS OF THE INTENSE 'A'l'TACK, L1£O_ 

. , . 
J, ;,,' ~, 

',I, ".1 ", . ': 

,,~ - ' TENAlfr pARRAMORE EXPOSED HnISELF COI'!P~ETELY To THE HOSTILE ROCKET AND 11lRTAR .' Co, '. 
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FIRE IN ORDER TO CALL IN AND AJ)JUST ARTrLLERY~FIRE ON THE EI.'EMY POSITIONS., 
DURING A SUBSEQUENT GROUND ATTACK HE GON'rrNUllD TO IiX!'OSE n:M5ELF WITHOUT 
lW)ARD FOR llIS PEilSONAL SAFETY TO AllJUST FIRE ON THE ADVA CING EN!>rY RlRC,S, 
MANY OTHBli SMALLER PRODm WERE ALSO REPULSED DY RIS TnELY AND ACCURATE 
ADJUSTMENT OF ART,LLEll! FIRE, LIEUTENANT PARRA>lJRE'S PrnsOilAL GO':RAGE WAS 
THE DIiX:IDING FACTOR IN THE SUCCESSFUL RFPULSF,'N 0; ,THE ,lJJ.)STILE ATTACK, 

, nrs HEROIC ACTIONS AND PROFmSIONAL COM1'ErANCE STAND IN KREPIllG WITH THE 
, I lIIG!ll1llT TRAIITIONS OF THE MILl ARY SERVICE A*D REFLEQT GRFAT CJUtl)I'l' UPON 

HIMSELF, HIS UNIT, AND '!'liE U!IITF.ll STATES J.R11Y. I 
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OEClASS I F I ED PER EXECUT r VE ORDER 12356, SECTION 3.:3 NND ~7'..!J5t{ I By _-<M,.,,!wl,,'t>"-___ NARA, OAT" 1/~f/1t 

FOR HEHOIS;'), 1l0'J' II.VOLVI\.'G PAJ1'l.'ICIPATIr)N, II; AHIIAf) j'LIC '']', I:: 
CONlIEC'1'ION wrrIi ,:ILI'rAHY OI'HU'l'ro:iR AGAINS'f A JfOS'1'ILl~ T'·'.HCE. 8F;RCFAN'l" 
SLF..E DISTINGUISHED liD·rEEL? ON 18 FF:IJWARY 19(/1 \,t'lILF. fiEI'VI C AS A SQlJAD 
LEADE.H DUI1IIiG A :ULITAHY ()PERATION IN QUA 'G 'rlu PJl'1\! rlicr'~, EARLY IN 

SERGJi.1d'1' SLF:E II\HEOIATELY nIHEC'rr::D 1o'IRE AGAI[!S'r 'i' F' F":}":Y 'm;rJ'Il\i",S, 
WI'r'.OUI' HEGARD l'~)!J. lIIS PE:HSO;iAL SAFT:'J""f E C')·lPL;.\'ELY EXPOSED ;,1 If~ELF 
'1'0 'i", E E!.U1Y FIRE 131 R WHllG :F'llOH POSI'i'IIlN 'l'O POSI'l'IO.N Tn l.IIJ,}<c'r 'r E 
FIHE AGAIMiT 'r',E EIIE-lY, YlHU1 I<: ]i:.d~~·IY ROCKE'f A'I'TACK tN','HlSU'IFJJ A D 
HIS OWIl POSrrION CAr.f.l'~ lHmgi/ A" J. 'l'E:·SE HOCKRI' A'l"l'ACK ,IE AGAIJ. Ji.xPOS]'D 
HI! [~;ELF '1'0 'l'iiE E:iID.1Y T" D~)TROY TEE E;Y llnCKJ!IT' I'OSI'fHHI WI'rH RFCOIT ... 
LESS RIFLE F'IRE A!~D GBB ADVS. TliHOUGH'.'BI::': rETlSONAL COUH!GE A';D SKILLFUL 
LEADE!':SllIP, AI: I POH'l'A~,'l' ./!:',E.Y POSt'l'IO:; WAS DFS'fflWJin A D A'lY I .. TVE::. 
SAVED. dIS ilEmIC Ac'rn S'l'A':D II! K'EP!';"G \o!I'j' 'r,'E HIG!iFS'l' TRAIlIrrlo 8 OF F 
NIT,l'1'AUY SERVICE A-,D HE!i'LECT GRFAT CHI<OI'l' UrOli' ~:r,IGF.LF', HIS UN!'i, A;'!D 'l".E 
UNITED S'l'ATES AR'W. 
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