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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS MAGJ‘3-32)
{K-1)

Commanding General

United States Military Aaamta.nce Command, Vietmam
ATTN: MACJT 3~43

APO 96222

1. NAME OF OPERATION: TET Offensive After Action Report. .

2. DATES OF OPERATION: 310001 January to 182400 February 1968.

3, LOCATION: HI Corps Tactical Zone, Republic of South Vietnam.,

4, CONTROL OR COM_MAND HEADQUARTERS: I Corps and H Field
Force. Vietnam,

5. REPORTING OFFICER: LTG Frederick C. Weyand, CG II Field
Force Vietnam, i

6. TASK ORGANIZATION: Amnex B (US/FWMAF Troop List) and Annex
C {ARVN Troop List), ‘

7. SUPPORTING FORCES: Annex F {Role of Armor) and Annex G
{A rtillery).

8. INTELLIGENCE: {AnnexA).

9. MISSION: III ARVN Corps and II Field Force Vietnam units conduct
offensive operations during 31 Jan-18 Feb 1968 to defeat VC/NVA forces

" who initiated the TET OFFENSIVE in I Corpa Tactical Zone.,

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS: This is a report on the 1968 Viet Cong -
North Vietnamese Army TET Offensive in III Corps Tactical Zone, and
the'actions of II Field Force Vietnam and II Corps, RVNAF in defeating
that offensive, It includes those general events leading up to TET, the
detailed course of the fighting from 31 January through 18 February and

& summary of the results of the battle. ‘

11, EXECUTION:

a, Events leading up to TET.

s By November 1967 the operations of Il FFORCEV and II Corps within
IN.CTZ bad succeeded in driving the bulk of the VC/NVA main forces
away from the more heavily populated areas into the sparsely aettled border
reglons.. . A_v."clpj_;gx,_sd document showed that the VC in MRIV = the. regj,gn
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around Saigon - had suffered three times the losses in 1967 as in 1966,
The threat in Gia Dinh Province surrounding Saigon was reduced to the
point:that the.199th It Inf Bde was. ahle to, phase out.Op «.F‘AIRFAX, and.,

to move into War Zone D, leaving to the 5th ARVN Ranger Group pnmazy
tactical responsibility for the secunty of the Capital Military District. '

The VC were in serious straits in Phouc Tuy and Long Kbanh Province
where allied pressure had broken down their supply system. The VC in
western Hau Nghia Province had been reduced to the point that the 25th
US Div was able to shift its brigade forces to operations northwest of
Cu Chi; while the 25th ARVN Div continued pacifying Hau Nghia.

The lst Inf Div had been successful in opening and holding open
Highway 13 to Quan I.oi, splitting War Zone C from D, as well as
facilitating civil and military movement north of Saigon.

The 9th Inf Div had comimenced clearing Highway 1 from Saigon to
the II-XII Corps boundary turning it over progressively to the 18th
ARVN Div, The 9th Div was also able to draw down on forces in the
northeastern portion of its TAOI while concentrating on expanding
Mobile Riverine Force operations in IV CTZ in the Delta.

—

The Revolutionary Development program was accelerating, Public
adminigtration training was underway in all Provinces. Economic
actlvity was improving, partly as a result of the opening of rnany road
1.0Cs particularly in Hau Nghia and Binh Duong Province.

While VC ferrorism was on the rise, there was ample evidence that
this was oceurring because the VC political infrastructure was losing
its influence over key gectors of the population,

In November there occurred a series of enemy initiated battles in
Phouc Long and Binh Long Provinces. VC/NVA launched strong attacks
againgt Song Be, loc Ninh, Bu Dop and Bo Duc. During the course of
these battles it was found that 21 of the 54 main and local force VC/
NVA battalions in III CTZ were ¢oncentrated in the northern border
regions,

It appeared that the enemy in II CTZ had decided to employ the
majority of his main force units along the Cambodian border and, in
particular, to streagthen and consolidate his hold over Military Region
10 {Binh Long, Phuoc ﬁong and Quang Duc Provinces). While intels .
ligence information indicated that the enemy was preparing for a major
dry season effort, it appeared that he was probably going to launch the
attacks after a TET truce period during which he would massively
resupply &and reinforce across South Vietnamese borders.

Both to destroy his main force units where they could be found, and
to frustrate any large scale TET truce infiltration from Cambodia, I

FFV adopted in early December a border strategy and deployment posture
depicted on Map 1. '
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This map shows III CTZ, the 11 Provinces, the actual VC/NVA order
of battle on 10 Dec and the planned TET posture for the 53 II FFORCEV
Maneuver Bns. The black circle depicts the allied base area, including
Saigon and the Capital Military Diatrict, the Long Binh/Bien Hoa
complex, and the base camp areas for all 4 US Divisions in I0 CTZ,
‘15% of the population of Il CTZ lives in this area.

The planned II FFORCEYV deployment posture stemmed from a
COMUSMACY directed strategy that had three basic features,

First, the undertaking of several offengive operations in the berder
areas: a divisional sized operation SAN ANGELO~in Phouc Long ’
Province, a 2 Bde operation-YELLOWSTONE-in War Zone C and an
Armored Cavalry Regiment operation-FARGO= in Binh Long Province,
These three operations would have committed 22 of the 53 maneuver
Buns available to CG, II FFV along the northern border.

Secondly, it was planned to achieve a border sealing TET posature
- in which Battalion Task Forces would block main VC infiltration
routes during the TET truce.

Thirdly, by mutual US/RVNAF agreement, there would be a
continuing of the shift of responsibility for the security of the area
around Saigon and tzte allied bage from US to Vietnamesge forces,

It can be seen that, had Il FFORCEY fully pursued this strategy the
bulk of its forces, 39 Bns, would have been deployed outside the
allied base area and up to 150 kilometers from Saigon, At that
distance redeployment would have to have been largely by fixed wing
aircraft {C-123s and 130s) which must land on secure airfields. Only
14 maneuver battalions would have been available in this base area
for quick redeployment and reaction to threats.

The general deployment of the maneuver battalions of ARVN III
Corps during this period was not expected to change as radically. On
the 10th of Dec there were 22 battalions inside the base area and 25
outside, The 18th ARVN Division was dispoged generally eastward
along Highway 1, ‘which had been opened for traffic from Saigon to
the III Corps boundu:ry since late December, ¥ would continte to
provide route security, The 5th ARVN Division was concentrated in
Binh Duong Province north of Saigon, The 25th ARVN Division had
15 battalions deployed in western Hau Nghia Province and in Long An
Province in position to intercept VC movement from the Parrots Beak
area 40 kmn west of Bao Trai,

Inside the CMD the 5th Ranger Group with 3 battaliona éroﬂded the
area security, backing up the other type RVNAF battalions (3 RF, 2
SVC, 2 MP) which secured Saigon proper,

16 ARVN battalions would rermain committed to the necurity of RD
areasn,

II FFORCEY: did not execute the 10 Dec strategy once evidence began
to amass that the VC had changed their own strategy and were going to
aim their main force offensive at the popuhted areag of IlI CTZ which

. wu hrgely covered hy ARVN :
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Map 2 depicts significant VC/NVA unit moves which were detected

during December and January. These moves md:cated a defm:lte sluft
'of forces toward the base area inIIICTZ. :

There were other indicators also.. : - : S

a, There were several significant battalion sized attacks againat
district and province capitals such as Bao Trai and Trang Banag in Haa
Nghia Province and Tan Uyen in Bien Hoa Province., These attacks
broke the pattern of earlier enemy operations and signalled a change
in the type objective of VC forces and the size forcas he would use in
the attacks, Plans for attacks on other capitals were discovered. These
included planned attacks onDau. T1eng, Phu Loi, La1 Khe, My Tho, Ben
Cat, Cu Chi and Tay Ninh,

. b. The VC reorganized the old MR4 area around Saigon (shown by

a dotted red line) into five new sub-regions directly under COSVN
control fshown by solid red lines). These regions, radiating out from
Gia Dinh were obviously designed to facilitate operations around Saigon.

c. VC forces throughout Il CTZ were being reequipped with AK47s,
508, RPG‘-Zn and 7s.

d. NVA fillers wete being infused into local force battalions,
e. There were persistent reports of 2 major offensive being planned.

While these indicators lent weight to the assessment that the VC
were going to Jaunch a2 major offensive, and the objective would be in
the populsted areas, as yet in early Janruary it was not concluded that
the attacks would occur during, and in violation of the TET truce, or
that the main objective would be Saigon itself,

Nevertheless, CG II FFORCEYV throughout January gradually shifted
the center of gravity of his forces to meet.the changed threat.

On 10 Yanoary COMUSMACY approved abandoning the original TET
posture,

Map 3 ghows the actual 29 January posture of II FFORCEYV units, which
armounted to a strategic reversal of the originally planned TET posture.
Only 22 battalions remained outside the baze area while 27 were inside,

within agssault helicopter reinforcing distan fan t., F
‘bettalions had been dggloye to 1 G a: MAcévgs d11¥eg€i1tl>1n. oux

Only one brigade of the 101at Abn Div was deployed into the SAN
ANGELQ operation rather than the entire division. One brigade was
‘diverted into AQ MANCHESTER in War Zone D releasing the 199th
Lt Inf Bde for security operations in AQ UNIONTOWN around the Bien .,
Hoa/Long Binh complex. One brigade of the 101st Abn Di v undertook
operations in AO NORMANDY in the FILHOL area north of Cu Chi just
before its redeployment to I CTZ.

-

CONFIDENTIAL

4 .

1P 250 vy
2{“@ / QUD({}])V
GiHissiiogg

'SOAIYDIY JEUONEN BL} J2 paanpoiday

—ce

coiriamdioil,



Repruduced at the National Archives

DFCI/.ASSI,.;:D T
Auttiority M@_@Qg
ByNAHA Data '[ /4

S

CONFIDENTIL.

One brigade of the 25th Inf Div was pulled out of AO YELLOWSTONE in
War Zone C and operated closer to Dau Tieng, while one brigade shifted from
north of Highway 1 to western Hau Nghia Province.

B . \

Op FARGO was terminated and only | Sqdn remained at Loc Ninh while
the Regt (-),” together with elements of the 10lst Abn Div and lst Div
conducted a series of three leap-frogging operations north to south called
ATTALA, ARAB, and ASPEN targeted against the suspected locations of the
165, 88 and 101 NVA Ragta.

The ist Austra‘lian Task Force (1l ATF) commenced its first operation
outside Phou¢ Tuy Province when two of its three battalions conducted
operation COBURG in AO COLUMBUS againgt the suspeoted locations of the
274, 275 VC Regts and the 5th VC Division.

During this same period of time there were no majsr shifts in ARVN
forces. However Il Corps shifted three battalions just before TET. The
3/9 Inf Bn was moved from Song Be to Phu Van, vicinity of 5th ARVN Div
headquarters; the 1/52 Inf Bn was moved from its deployment on Highway
1 to Gia Ray; and the 52d Ranger Bn was moved to the vicinity of Xuan Loc
from Ham Tan.

Men gbsent from their units for the TET truce had lowered ARVN strength
on 29 January to about 50% of their authorized 41, 952 strength. - Although
the TET truce was cancelled at 0945 on 30 January, the inadequate Vietnamese
communication system precluded the effective notification of the bulk of
these soldiers. Accordingly the strength of the 46 ARVN battalions was still
at about 50% when the VC attacks were launched on 31 January.

Thr RF/PF in III CTZ were at approximately 70% present for duty
strength on the 30th of January, largely because the individuals in the
units live close to their outposts.

v

b. .VC Strategy and Plan.

Ac-cor&ing to various sources and VC documents captured in the weeks
before their offensive, the main VC/NVA strategy was based on the fact
that "the war will reach a culminating point" in 1967«68 with the objective
‘ofs .

[1R) Forcmg US forces to withdraw from Vietnam.

- (2) For.cmg the GVN to a.ccept a coalition government which the NLFSVN
could dominate. oo

The objectives. of forcing US withdrawal and gain coalition were to be
reached by a general counter-offensive featuring large scale, powerful
continuous attacks utilizing reserve forces supported by newer and larger
weapons. This counter-offensive was to coincide with a general uprising of
the people of SVN who would assist the VC in destroying the GVN. The
attacks were to be directed at polictical and military targets, such ast

5
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{1} Provimcial and district capitals.
{2) The government in Saigon, |

[5) Other GVN agencies such 2a RD cadres and the Natiomal Police.

(4} Widespread attacks by fire designed to demonstrate the failure
of GVN tc protect people and to offer an opportunity to propogandize
and proselyte the people,

{5) Fimally, the destruction and/or demoralization of the RVNAF,

Tacticsl targets of military significance were to be airfields, rear
service bages such as Lomg Binh Pogt, lines of communication to include
' docks and shipping facilities, and cities; targets whose existence are
easential to the conduct of the war as well as the government and targets
which, by their nsture, are difficult to secure and defend,

The operational plan for the VC in I CTZ appears to have included
efforts to:

’

{1} Move to areas along the Cambodian border where training and
resupply could be accomplished in established base camps closer to
sources of supply and the safe border of Cambodia.

{2) Attempt to draw US forces from central and southern II CTZ
toward the Cambodian border where they would be fixed for TET,

(3) Conmcurreatly, to infiltrate replacements and new equipment
to the maim and local force units which would conduct the main attacks,

f4) Launch simultaneous attacks agaimst the selected objectives with
main and local force units which would conduct the main attacks,

: {8) Laumch simultameous attacks against the selected objectives
with main and local force Bas while the Regts blocked Allied reaction
with the exception of the 5 VC Div, which had the miasion of attacking
the Biex Hoa/Long Binh Complex,

The VC were counting heavily on the fact that ARVN units would be
at reduced streagth during TET,

The VC operatiomal plan was apparently as indicated on map 4.

{1) 274th and 275th VC Regte supported by combined Artillery Group,
U-1 Local Force Ba, and other local force elements had the misgion
to seixe and hold the Biem Hoa/Long Binh complex. Key targets were
Biem Hoa AB; HQ, I FFV; HQ, III Corps; the PW camp, and destruction

of the ammo storage area,

fa)2 271st Regt: Attack selected targets in the Hoc Mon area; block
allied renctHon by interdicting Route 1; be ready to reinforce and e:plmt
success in the northem Snigun area, \

» (b) 272d Regt: Block reaction of the US 25th Inf Div from the Cu Chi-
Dau Tiemg ares; be ready to reimforce to the morthwest of Saigon,
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fe) 273d Regg District and RVN installations in Thu Duc Hf2, block
reinforcements from Biea Hoa; blow the Newport bridge at Binh Loi,

{d) 165th NVA Regt: Contain lst Inf Div in vic Lai Khe; interdict

Highway 13,

(e) 141t NVA Regt: Imterdiction of Hwy 13 vic An Loc,
Cf) 101st NVA Regt: Secure the area north of Saigon in vicinity of Go Vap,

{2) Domg Nai Regt: Given. Bn migaions, 1 Bn to seixe snd hold Ten
Uyen, other slements participated in attack on Phu Lof -~ Phu Cuosg,
lpppg:ted by Phu Loi 1 Ba, 3d Bn,.sttack Tan An,

{3) 88th NVA Regt: Block Hwy 13 vic An Loc.

"{4) In the Saigom = Cholon - Tan Son Nhut area the atiacks were conducted
by the 1st, 3d, 4th, 5th and 6th Local Force Bas, the 2d Independent Ba,
267, 269, and 506 Local Force Battalions and the C-~10 Sapper Ba, Their
minsiond were: To seize and hold TSN AB and possibly the adjancent Vice-
Presidential Palace, to seize amd hold the Presgideatinl Palace, to seize
the US and Phillipine Emba.uy 8, to seize and hold or destroy selected .
objectives such as National Police Stations, power points, and other GVN
installationg, The primary purpose was to disrupt the GVN and the City
of Szigom as much as possible, to cause the GVN and US government to
"oge face”, and to force the GVN to the conference table with the NFL and/
or NVN where they could negotiste from a position of strength. These
units were to have been reinforced within 48 hours, according to prisoners.

{5) Im Sub=Region E-1, 7th L.F Ba: Seize and hold Cu Chi.

{6) Sub Regioa E-2, 506th LF Ba: Seize and hold Duc Hoa to include
HQ 25th ARVN Div.

o {7) Sub-Region E-3, local forces: Harass GVN installations by fire,
aasist in the passage of forces attacking Saigon, conduct harassing attacks
by fire and provide security for C&C element comducting attack on Saigon.
{8) Sub-Region E-~4, local force: Harass GVN installations by fire,
'{9) Ba Biem Province, D445 LF Bn: Seize and hold Ba Ris,
{10) D440 LF Bn: Seize and hold Xuen Loc, 18th ARVN Div HQ

* $11) My Tho Province, 261, 263 MF Bnas, 514th LF Bn; Sefze and hold
My Tho; 516 LF Bm: Seize and hold Ben Tre.

~ (12) Sub-Region E-5, Phu Loi I Bn: In comjuaction with the Dong Nai
Regt: Seize and hold Phu Loi - Phu Cuong,

{13} All these actions were supported by local force units who probably
had the mission of assisting the main attacks by providing guides and
rity forces, as well as conducting ' Jhirsasing lttlcks on aither pre-
d targets or targets of opportunity.

GONTI DENTIAT.
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A/(14) In War Zone C and MR10, local forces supported by COSVN
necuritv units, rear service units, and artillery units were t© pin down
allied forces by conducting harassing attacks by fire against Allied
Insulll.txons and FSPB's.

The techniques of VG /NVA infiltration of both supplies and forces bears
menﬂoning. The buildup of weapons and ammunition caches in and around
Saigon began as early as November.. Caches were established for the
purpose of: ' ’

{1) Resupplying attacking local force units,
{2) Arming recently recruited personnel,

{3} Arming civilians who would rally to the VC cause during the
expected "uprising'’.

{4) Arm VG prisoners released from Chi Hoa Prison.

Heavier weapons and ammunitions were generally infiltrated from
Cambodia via the "Parrots Beak' (Ba Thu) area by sampan. Replacements
and rockets came through the ''saddle’’ area of Phouc Long Province down
routes east of Song Be, and through War Zone D. /nother major route for
supplies was the "Fishhook' area on the Tay Ninh - Binh Long Province

' boundary in War Zone C.

It is known that the VC made a study of comimercial traffic into Saigon
and based upon this knowledge weapons, ammunition and demolitions were
amuggled into the city by vehicles representative of the prevailing traffic.
For example along Highway 1, vegetable and produce carrying trucks were
used and trucks normally carrying rubber and firewood used on Highway
13, Hollowed logs, coconuts and pineapples were techniques employed, to
tranaport small arms and ammunition,

The movement of enemy troops into Saigon wa#s non-infiltration in the
accepted sense of the word, such as movement from NVN to SVN down the
Ho Chi Minh trail. The Bns that participated in the attack on Saigon proper
{exclusive of Tan Son Nhut Air Base) were the lst through 6th Bns, inclusive
of old MRIV, &ll of which normally had operated in or on the periphery of
the CMD. The VC in these Bns were familiar with Saigon and did not
require any extensive network to assist their movement into the city. They
were able to move about as ordinary citizens. For sxample the C10 ,
Sapper Bn is a Saigon unit and several PWs from this unit revealed that they .
were taxi or lambretta drivers and were intimately familiar with the
city. The weapons for these units other than those carried where in~
filtrated under various covers and disguises. There are no documented
cases of any mass movements, such as bringing wedpons in by ship.

When it is considered that the VC infiltrated Saigon, a city of 2, 500, 00,
apnd suburbs of an additional 800, 000, with 4, 000 troops, the infiltration is
placed in its proper perspective, Four thousand people moving in 2 city
that size during the TET season, while nearly 20, 000 ARVN soldiers were
on TET leave would be extremely difficult to detect.
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* ) The other battalions and regiments that took part in the offensive made
noxmoal tactical marches over established routes, through established base
camps, and known bage areas, These units were held in assembly areas at
9 to 12 hours marching distance from their targets. At the proper time they
moved out to attempt to reach their targets for the coordinated assault,
Several things served to cause a faulty execution of their plan, Guides and
units got separated or lost, columns got intermixed forcing the cormmanders
to either attempt unscrambling on the move or waste valuable time by
halting and unscrambling. Another example was the failure of two VC
companies to.rendezvous in the rubber plantation adjacent to the Bien Hoa
POW camp because they became cOnfused when they arrived and found no
robber trees. Rome plows had cleared the area of vegetation one month
earlien ®nd the units overshot their mark and did not contribute to the
unsuccessful attack on the camp. Some march tables were poorly calculated,
86 that a few units were in the wrong place at the wrong time and in the
wrong formation, Other units attacked from a march coluran without
deploying, ‘while in still other cases units waited for following elements
which never: arrive'd.

- ¢, Actions during 29 Jan - 5 Feb:

In the 4-8 hours preceeding the main VC attacks in HII CTZ events moved
’s\_mﬁ:ly. Intelligence indicators of an imminent attack multiplied and both
ARVN and US forces made precautionary adjustments.

CG, I FFORCEYV sent out a Flash message to all OPCON unite at
291615 Jan stating that the VG could be expected to violate the TET truce
. and for all units to be prepared for that contingency.

On ths night of 29-30 Jan heavy attacks occurred in I CTZ, causing GVN
to cancel the TET truce at 300945 Jan, III Corps and II FFORCEYV immediately
resumed offensive operations, The only significant contact on the 30th,
however, was the sighting at 1100 hours by a 25th ARVN Div FAC of a convoy
of 25 oxcarts and 200 VC gouth of Tay Ninh at XT29Q300, Tac Air and
a light fire team killed 40 VC and destroyed 8 oxcarts.

18th ARVN Div redeployed two battalions to Xuan Loc as a ready
reaction force ~ the 52d Ranger Battalion from Ham Tan, Phouc Tuy
Province, and the 1/52 Inf Bn from its Highway 1 security mission in Binh
Tuy Province.

he 5th ARVN Diy redeployed the 3/9 Inf Bn from Song Be to the
vicinity of 5th ARVN Div headquarters in Binh Duong Province.

CG, III Corps also directed the CO, CMD t¢ request OPC ON.bof the
1st Abn Bn from JGS on 30 Jan which was done, The lst Abn Bn was
deployed iit Saigon as CMD regerve with one company dispatched to the
National Broadcasting Station and one to the Chi Hoa Priaon,

Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area conducted a rehearsal of its US-ARVN base
counterattack plan, and on 30 Jan went on red alert at 1745 hours along with
Bien Hoa Airbue. '

At 2136 hourl the 86th RF battalion captured a prisoner in the GMD who
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quickly admitted that Tan Son Nhut and the broadcasting station were
to be attacked that night, that tanks would be used, and-that the VC.
were dressed like ARVN soldiers. Based on this information, the
GMD alerted all units at 2200 hours and red alert status was in effect.

.At Long Binh the perimeter bunkers were manned, and gunsh:ps
were placed on strip alert.

«.d. ~The Batile of Long Binh.

‘As early ag 0035 hours on 31 Jan the firat indications of a ground
attack were realized as Co E, 4/12 Inf, 199th Lt Inf Bde detected and
engaged & VC foxrce north of the Dong Nai River {XT039222) moving
south toward Bien Hoa Airbase. They engaged the VC, were supported
by artillery and air and eventually killed 47 VC, At about 0100 a long
range patrol of the 199th Bde also detected approximately 90 VG who
doubletimed past their position just north of Ho Nai Village near Long
Bink. . .

These contacts caused the gunships on strip alert to be ordered aloft.
When the widespread 122mm rocket and mortar attacks came at 0300
these aircraft were able to quickly engage several of the launching aites,
diurupting their fire.

Map 5 ahowa the full scope of the VC initiated actions in the ba.ae
area of IIL CTZ on 31 January, Each red dot represents an attack by
fire and each red arrow a separate ground attack.

Map 6 shows the allied response on the 3lst in the areas of the most
pignificant engagements which are outlined by black lines, Only the
unit symbols are shown for the principal forces involved in these attacks.

In the ‘Long Binh area, a héavy rocket and mortar barrage directed
at the 199th Bde Hq and II FFORCEY Hq atarted the attack. Light fire
teama prewarned and aloft and arillery responded immediately to the
rocket fire coming from the east and north of the Dong Nai River.
Several of the eastern firing points were put out of action before they
had fired a1l the rounds on site. )

At 0330 CG I FFORCEYV ©rdered the 2/47 Mech Bn, 9th Inf Div north
from ita position on Route 15 vicinity Bearcat, to the Long Binh area.’f!’

At 0430 two battalions of the 275th Regiment launched a ground
attick through Ho Nai village south across Highway 1 against the
northern perimeter of Long Binh, At the same time U-1 Local.Force
Battalion harassed the eastern perimeter covering efforts by Sapper
units to penetrate the main arnmunition dump. One c®mpany of the 275
Regt.attempted to seize the ARVN PW compound, lo« ited between Bien
Hoa and Long Binh, which contained approximately 2)00 PW's at the
time of the attack.

+'While fire was returned from the bunker line and Tom armored
.. “personnel carriers other unite of the 199th Bde immediately engaged
the:ViC throughout the area, By a series of platoon and company moves,
bot;g;on..'(oot and mechanized, they converged on the 275 Regt which was
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under heavy ﬂre, particularly from gunships of one Air Cav Troop 3/17
Air Cav 8qdn, Enemy forces were unable to make headway into the
bemboo area south of the PLANTATION Compound and attacked the 12th
Aviation Group runway without success, Several teams penetrated the
ammo dump and set time charges, many of which were removed by EOD
teams before 4 of 100 pads of ammo detonated at 0800, The lst Platoon,
Company B, 2 Battalion 47 Infantry {Mechanized) with MP gun jeeps were
protecting II FFORGEY Hq, This force started a sweep through Widows
Village, located across the road and north of the Hq, where it ran into
ltrong resistance and loat one APC,

) By 0600 it became apparent that the 199th Bde, reinforced by units
of the 9th Div and supported by the fires of one troop of the 3/17 Air
Ceav, had encirdled the bogged down a2gsault elements of the 275th ‘Regt
a.nd were killing them at a sustained rate,

At D800, Company B 4/39 Inf made a combat assault into the grass
helicopter pad in a field opposite II FFV Hq. The LZ was hot, the unit
quickly cleared the area and moved through the Widows Village along with
a2 mechanized company and the recon platoon from the 2nd Battalion 47th

A company sized force from the 199th Bde, together with ARV MPs,
repalgsed the attack on the PW compound although it fought alone until
late afternoon,

From this point on the battle at LONG BINH consisted of the systematic
destruction of the defeated VC Regt by air, artillery, ground aweepa, ambush
and LRP activities.

e, The Battle of Bien Hoa,

Simultaneous with the 0300 attack on the eastern portion of LONG BINH,
BIEN HOA Airbese received about 25 rockets followed closely by a mortar
supported ground attmck, Two Bns of the 274th VC Regt atiacked from
the east, while the 238th VC Local Force Co reinforced, attacked NI Corps
Hemdquarters,

The VC attacking the airbsse were initially engaged by the east bunker
line.manned by an RF Platoon, and the MP Base reaction force, The VC
breached the perimeter wire but did not get onto the airatrip. The 57th RF
Bn, dispatched by the Dong Nai Sengitive Area Command, reinforced the
defenders of the Air Bage at 0420 and the VT were driven out of their
penetration,

At 0820 the 2/506 Abn Bn was deployed by helicopter from its operational
ares in AQ MANCHESTER to the 101st Abn Div HQ#§ BIEN HOA Air Bage
end commenced an attack south out through the east gate,

A Troop, 3/5 Cav from the 9th Div had been ordered to reinforce III
Corps Headquarters, departed from Blackhorse Base Camp, fought right
through the middle of the 275 Regt astride Highway 1 and plowed into the
flank of the 274th Regt attacking BIEN HOA Air Base, inflicting and

© suffering heavy losses. It linked up with the 2/506 Bn and assisted in
©  securing.lll Coxrps Hq, Airstrikes, gunships and artillery satuzated the:
V€ approach routes east of the airbase, Despite the heayy ground attack
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4‘1: oﬁenﬁons ware not hlted at BIEN HQA except between Q300 :nd 1300
~on 31 Jan, - _ . .

- By late afternoon, 31 Jan, the immediate ground threat to Bien Hoa
and the I Corps Headquarters had been eliminated, Several hundred
YC were killed in this action. It was to take three more days, and the
concerted efforts of the 199th Bde, elements of the 10lgt Abn Div, 1llth
. Armored Cav Regiment, and the 9th Inf Div to drive out or destroy the
remmnants of the five VC battalions in the Bien Hoa/Long Binh ares, -The
major ground attack from the 5th VC Division, however, was e].im:l.na.ted

on the first day of the offensive.
f. The Battle of Tan Son Nhut,

The attack of Tan Son Nhut commenced at 0321 hours when heavy fire
. w8 received on the bage from all around the perimeter, The main
attack by a 3 battalion force was launched from the west at Gate #51 while.
secondary attacks were aimed at eastern Gate #10 and northern Gate #58.

- The VC force apparently attacked in 2 column of battalions, prepared
‘to paur. through e breach in the perimeter bunker line, The heavy
. weapons companies of each of the battalions were set up in the Vinatexco
Textile Mill, a structure west of Gate #10, Anti-aircraft weapons were
placed on the roof, and apparently a cache of wespons was assembled
there to supply those recruits in the force that were not armed.

The initinl assault defeated several bunkers guarding Gate 51 and
the lending battalion penetrated the defenses and got approximately 200 -
meters inside the wire in the direction of the main runway.

Forces from the 377th Security Police Squadron and a 2 platoon USAkV
Task Force {TF35) and mixed ARVN elements executed their counter-
attack plan in time to block the penetrating force,

At approximately 0430 2 companies from the 8th ARVN Abn Bn counter=
attacksd the penetration, sustaining heavy casualties,

The Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area Commander and his advisor requested
asgistance from US combat forces. The 3d Sqdn, 4th Cavalry, 25th Inf
Div was committed. The Sqdn was deployed on Route 1 from the Hoc
Mon Bridge, 8 miles from TSN, to Go Dau Ha. Troop C, at the Hoc Mon
HBridge responded first, It was guided cross country past potential
blocking positions by ths Sqdn Commander who dropped flarea from his
C&C helicopter, This technique permitted the troop to arrive before
Hght, at 0600, avoiding VC planned ambushes,

Troop G attacked the VG force from the northwest drawing heavy fire
from the Textile Mill, It succeeded in cutting off the trailing VC battalions
from their source of weaponsg in the mill, Jt then became heavily engaged
with the VC forces in the vicinity of Gate 51, losing over a third of its

© strength while destroying tha capability of the VC force to continue the
attack, This was the decisive force, and action, which defeated the main
'VC unault on TSN,

VNAF and USAF airgtrikes were put on the Textile Mill in the morning
hours and partly neutralized ita fire,
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At 1219 8 mixed US and ARVN force of 25 men from TSN, under the
command of a US Army Sergeant (MSG Beaugardus) lJaunched a counter~
attack against the depleted VC force inside the base and overran them,
cloaing the gate and ending this threat, During this action the Vietnamese
Commander, Deputy Comma.nder, and US Deputy Senior Advisor were .
wounded.

At 1300 the remainder of the 3/4 Cav 5qdn arrived at Gate 51 after
baving completed the neutralization of the Textile Mill, and engaging the
dizorganized VC forces, The threat was eliminsted from the west when

& the 374 Cav arrived, :

Ovér 500 VC dead were counted within the base and west of Gate 51,

On the north perimeter of TSN the 2d Svc Bn {ARVN) blocked the strong
VG /NVA attack which had already awept through Go Vap.

Two VN Marine Bns from the Delta were combat assaulted into the
JGS headquarters area during the morning and one, the 4th VNMC Bn
counterattacked Go Vap from inside TSN,

In Go Vap the VC overran the Co Loa Artillery Gamp capturing 12

105mm howitzers. The defenders had removed the breech blocks.

showever, 80 the weapons could not be used. These artillery pieces were
Ister recaptured intact. By 1000 hours the Armored Command Headquarters
weas also penetrated. The VC were accompanied by NVA tank crews,
expecting to capture, and use,tanks from the headquarters, but all had

been removed two months previouely. The counterattack by the 4th VNMC
Bn retook the Co Loa area by nightfall, hlvmg killed over 100 VC and
su-tuim.ng loases of 7 KIA and 52 WIA,

g. The Race Track,

The Phu Tho Race Track was the locus of anothez-\berie's of battles.
The VC seized and tried to hold the race track "for several reagsons:

{1) It was a good rallying point for VC anfamiliar with Saigon,

{2) It was the center of a good road net.

{3) It had a large covered area, suitable for a bospital.

{4) Its control denied the US forces a large LZ inside the city.

) K was within 82mm mortar range of TSN,

A sirong VC force converged and assembled at the track after over-
running the police station there, A US MP platoon engaged them but was
pinned down. One Company 3/7 Inf, reinforced with a platoon of D /17 Cav,
drove in from Binh Chanh by truck and counterattacked, linking up with

the MF force, This force cleared the race track so that by 1300 the
'3/7 Inf Bn waa able to combat assault onto the track.
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The 33d Ranger Bn from Nha Be District joined the 3/7 Inf and the
combined force commenced to clear the area, By nightfall an area 3 to 4
blocks in radius was cleared. The 6 VC Local Force Bn, which had the
migsion of seizing the nearby Chi Hoa Prison, was the principal enemy
unit engaged. In the course of the heavy fighting in the vicinity, the
VC Bn was virtually destroyed. It never reached itas objective - the
Chi Hoa Priszon. :

The fighting around the race track ebbed and flowed for several days
because VC troops continued to rally there. Eventually personnel frem
every VC unit in the attacks on Saigon were identified at the race track.

h, US Embassy.

The US Embasay was a particular target gingled out for the VC.
Elements from the C10 Sapper Bn ~ a unit whose members lived in
Saigon itself - breached the wall with satchel charges and attacked the
main building with RPG and AW fire, The Marine guards defended
from inaide the building and were reinforced by both MPs and a small
Marine reaction force. One plat®on from Co C, 1/502 Abn Bn wag dis-
patched from Bien Hoa by helicopter and successfully landed on the roof
pad at 0810 after having been driven off by fire at 0500. The grounds
were secured by 0900, 19 VC having been killed on the Embassy grounds.

i, ©Other Attacks in Saigsn.,

JGS headquarters was attacked from the north at 0930, The VC
succeeded in entering peripheral buildings but were unable to reach any
vital installations. They were opposed by the 8th Abn Bn. As goon as
ARVN reinforcements arrived the VC holed up in the buildings they had
selzed and ARVN undertook the slow task of rooting them out,

The Presidential Palace received RPG and AW fire from an unfinished
hotél across the street from the palace grounds. ARVN troops, US MPs
and National Police, supported by two ARVN tanks cordoned off the area.
They kept the building under 2 state of seige for two days until all the
VC were either killed or captured.

Attacks were made againet poiice stations, paﬂiCuErly in the bth
and 7th Precincts. Hotels and other embassies were attacked by fire}

The studio portion of the National Broadcasting Sta.hon was seized. The
lgt ARVN Abn Bn drove the VC out. y

BOQ's and BEQ's throughout Saigon received attacks by fire, Police and
combat unit forces were dispatched to the relief of US personnel in
these quarters.

j. Hoc Mon,

The attacks outsid : Seigon proper in the CMD were launched against
Hoc Mon and Binh Chunh district headquarters., The attack on Binh Chanh
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subsector headquarters was repellad. The central police station was
overrun, two bridges destroyed, the District Headquarter surrounded and
the Quang Trang Training Center penetrated in Hoc Mon District, Several
VC companies occupied downtown Hoc Mon, 1lst Bn, 27th Inf was combat
. mssaulted weat of the district capital in the afternoon of the 31st, but

‘was not gble to clear the town by dark.

k., Reinforcement of CMD,

Throughout the day of the 31st ARVN and US forces reinforced the CMD.
Chart A shows the rate of reinforcement through the 5th of February.

The VG failed to prevent. reinforcement either overland or by air,
By midnight of the 31st US and ARVN bad brought more maneuver battalions
into the CMD than the VC had in their initial assault,

In order to control combat units in the CMD, CG II FFORCEYV dispatched
his Deputy Commander to Saigon with & small staff to take operational
control of 811 US units, This operational headquarters, TASK FORCE WARE, .
was colocated at CMD headquerters and was operational by 1100 31 Jan,

It remained operational until 18 Feb.

Outside the CMD besides widespread attacks by fire there were four
major ground attacks, These attaicks were initiated against Ben Cat, Duc Hoa,
My Tho, and Ben Tre. Map 7 shows all major attacks in IIf CTZ through 19 Fe

L. Ben Cat,

The Phu Loi Loeal Force {(LF} Bn, C10 L¥ Co and an element of the
C10 Sapper Bn attacked the 8th ARVN Regt Hqe and Ben Cat District Hq
2t 0355 from the east, By 0429 the VC were inside the ARVN perimeter
having captured the 155mm howitzer position. The town of Ben Cat was
also occupied. The lst Squadron 4th Cavalry and Co G 1/18 Inf counter~.
sttacked with the 2/8 ARVN Inf by 0530, supported by lst Div Arty, 5
LFTs, and Spooky. The armored cavalry rdieved the district herdquarters
just before it was about to fall,

Tha attack was halted and conhct broken by the VC at 0600, The enemy
left 47 dead, 4 PWs and 20 weapons behinqunend 5 loasea were 13 ARVN
KIA, 21 WIA and 3 US Advisors were WIA,

m, Dac Hoa.

Elements of the VC 506th LF Bn attacked the 25th ARVN.Div Hq, and
the MACY compound in Duc Hoa at 0625, At 0640 they entered the market

pl“ e,

Firet a FAC from Tan An and & LFT from Cu Chi arrived at 0640, At
0720 the 4/49 Bn, 2/10th Cav, and the Div Recon Co = all ARVN - arrived
and counterattaicked, The VC withdrew to the southwest by 0900,

3, My Tho,
CONFIDENTIAL
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/At 0415 My Tho was attacked by strong VC forces while the 32d Ranger
Bn north of the city was attacked at 0500, A VC Bn entered the city and
fighting continued throughout the day. B Co, 3/47 Bn was dispatched east
from Dong Tam and cleared the western portion of the city to the main
north~south canal by dark,

The 3d Bde, 9th Div together with Navy TF 117 made a riverine assault
on the southern edge of My Tho on the morning of 1 Feb, The 3/47 and
3760 Bns attacked north astride the reservoir in My Tha, linking up with
B Co on the wegt., By 1800 the VC were driven northwest out of town.

ARVN u.m.te continued the pursuit up route 64,

The Mobile Riverine Force wasg put under the operational control of the
Senior Advisor, IV Corps on 1 Feb,

o, Ben Tre,

Ben Tre was attacked at 0415, The VC surrounded the US Advisory
Compound gouth of the city and entered the city by 0630, They remained in
coptrol through the night, On 1 Feb the 3/39 Bn, reinforced by B Co, 2/60
Bn combat assaulted at 1835 south of the city and relieved the MACV
compound that night,

A composite Bn reinforced the 3/39 Bn on 2 Feb, The city was not
completely cleared until 3. Feb.

Ground attacks were launched on 1 Feb in three new locations, while
continuing in the CMD, Thege were against Phu Cuong, Cu Chi and Ba Ria,

p. Phu Cuong,

At 0430 the lst and 2d Bns of Dong Nal Regiment reinforced by the Phu

Loi I Bn atiacked Province Headquarters and the Engineer School at Phu
Cuong. The enemy quickly penetrated the Engineer School compound and

- seized control of the noxthern portion, They occupied sections of the city
but were unable to capture the province headquarters, An ARVN reaction
force consisting of the 3/9 and 2/8 Inf, 1/1 and 3/1 Cav Sqdns, and 5th
Div Recon Co counterattacked, By 1100 they had regained control of the
school. By 1830 Phu Cuong was cleared, This action resulted in 98 VG
'KIA. . .

v The fighting at Phu Cuong spread eastward when elements of the 1/4 Cavy
" and 1/28 Inf, lst Infantry Division conducted aweeps north of Phu Loi, The
night before a lst Inf Div LRP north of Phu Léi had spotted VC moving south-
" ward and called artillery on them, The VC withdrew into the village of An
My which included one, poasibly two, battalions of the 273d VC Regt. The
VC had been attempting to slip past Phu Loi enroute to Thu Duc, The lat
Div cordoned the village, evacuated and screened civilians and tlien attacked,
This actlon continued through 4 Feb as the Div systematically destroyed the
trapped VC force, rome plowing muxh of the village in the end. In these
actions 343 VG were killed, and samong the weapons captured were 3 8lmm
nmortars with 4 baseplates.
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q, Cu Chi,

At 0110 hours the Tth LF Bn, reinforced, launched a ground and mortar
attack on the town and subsector headquarters. VC penetratéd the MACV
compound and opened the jail. About 50% of the compound was burned.
Local RF and PF units, supported by ARVN and US artillery, defended.

At 0320 the 25th Inf Div bage camp just to the north received a heavy
attack by fire, 10 rounds of 122mm rocket and 200 rounds of 82mm mortar

fell, resulting in I KIA and 28 WIA,

The VC in Cu Chi began to break contact at 0500, At 0530, D Co 3/22
Inf with one platoon of 4723 Mech was engaged by VC blocking forces while
moving south out of the bage camp fo relieve the town.

At 0730 the 2/49th ARVN Inf moving to the north toward Cu Chi engaged
VC blocking forces. It was reinforced by the 3/49th Inf and 1/10 Cav.

Both US and ARVN units reached the center of Sown by 1030. The VC.
forces withdrew from the area at 1145 but contact continued by ARVN until
1830, There were 40 VC KIA in Cu Chi and 25 others outside, 11 of which
were killed by artillery. Heavy civil damage was done to the center of Cu
Chi,

rs Ba Rin,

On the morning of 1 Feb in Phou¢ Tuy Province, south of the lst
Australian Task Force Nui Dat Bage Camp, the VC D445 Local Force Bn,
.reinforced by the G610 Ba Ria town company launched multiple attacks.

At 0455 two VC companies attacked the RF Ammunition and Logistics
compound in the northeast gector of Ba Ria, - Heavy contact continued, the
RF supported by artillery, The RF kept the VC out of the compound uniil
later relieved, At 0500 about 140 VC attacked JUSPA Qs PRU Hq, MSS
Adv Hg the MP gtation and VIS headquarters. One platoon occupied the
provincial hospital, Catholic church and town theater. All these facilities,
were in the center of Ba Ria astride Highways 15 and 23, At the same time
two companies aggaulted the bridge at YS375609. The local RF outpost,
supported by mortars and artillery, prevented the VC from destroying the
bridge, : :

At 0700 the Cl1 Co of the D445 Bn assaulted and captured the airstrip

®fjacent to the Van K3ip National Training Center on the sast of Ba Ria,

At 0830 Co A, 3d Battalion, Roynl Australian Regiment with 9 armored
personnel carriers counterattacked down Highway 2 from Nui Dat. It was
this amall armored-infantry force which broke the VC grip on all the key
centers in and around Ba Riz, while two ARVN units completed the clearing
of the town itself of VC, The Australian force swept to the center of town
and cisared the VC from the church, JUSFAOQ, hogpital, VIS, PRU Hq and
"theater, It then proceeded to the administration and logistical Co compounnd
to repapply the RF force there. Later it relieved the district headquartera
and ths Van Kiep Training Center, where elements of the 11 Abn Bn were
in conact, : ’
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Several ARVN units were now converging on the area. Between 0945

and 1230 the 3/52 Inf was combat assaulted from Xuan Loc to LZs west of
Bs Ria. This bn commenced clearing operations eastward. The 52d Ranger
Bn was airlanded at the Van Kiep Field at 1300 and worked westward into
town. At nightfall the 52d Rangers and 3/52 Inf were securing portions of
the town. At 0900 the 4/48 Inf Bn, and RD support battalion at Dat Do moved
westward to Long Dien by truck, secured the Chieu Hoi village at YS402601
and sesrched to north and eant ©f Ba Ria. At dark this battalion returned to
-gecure its RD area at Dat Do,

The locus of VC effort shifted to Long Dien on subgequent days. It was
not until 4 Feb when the VC were subatantially eliminated from the Ba Ria-
Long Dien populated area.

8. Action at Xuan loc.

From the early moming hours of 1 February, numerous reports 0f enemy
activity indicated that an attack on Xuan Loc was imminent. Reports of
VC movermnent and actual aightings caused many local people to leave their
rural homes and flock to Xuan Loc. At 011515 Feb all ARVNAF and FWMAF

units were placed on red alert status.

At 1550 the firat attacks were made on Xuan Loc from the southeast and
southwest of the city. Enemy units later identified as the D440th Battalion,
84th Rear Service Group and 2 Xuan Loc Local Force Sapper Unit took part
in these attacka. After the initial attacks, elements of the 3d Squadron, 5th
Cavalry, 9th USInfantry Division moved to reinforce Xuan Loc cloging at
1630, '

The VC attacks were directed at the Province Hq, 18th ARVN Div Hg,
headquarters and base camps of the 43d ARVN Regiment and against the 54th
US Artillery Group and the 2/35th Arty Bn compounds.

Mutual gupport between compounds, particularly by mortar and artillery
fire, was highly effective in stopping the VG assaults. Howitzers of C Btry,
1/83 Arty Bn (8") fired in close support of the ARVN 52d Ranger Ba compound
to halt several attacks. Direct fire by howitzers was used on numerous
occasions.

After their first assaults were repulsed, the VC reinitiated attacks on 2 Feb
at 0130, 0300, and 0700 hours. The 3/5 ARVN Cav Sqdn, and troop G, 3/5 US
Cav Sqdn conducted a sweep around the periphery of Xuan Log¢ breaking up
VC units while the 43d ARVN Regt, RF /PF and National Police cleared the city.

At 2245 the 2d of February the VC attacked again, were repulsed, and by
0700 the next day the city was cleared for the lagt time.

Although there were several harassing attacks and reported attempts by
_ the VC to launch other attacks the VC did not geriously threaten Xuan Loc
again,

idap 8 shows the principal actiong on 1 Feb in the key areas of the CMD,
Long Binh and Bien Hox, ‘

7
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In the Long Binh/Bien Hon area the 199th Bde swept arsas adjacent to
Ho Nai Village {YT095126} and to the north and east. There were scattered
contacts all day with small groups of VC from the 275 Regiment who had
no general withdrawal plan, Over 100 VC bodies were located in the area.
Ohe heavy contact occurred between 2115 and 2400 a¢ a US company and
enemy group clashed.

Near II Corps Headquarters, VC were still holed up in the built-up
arex across from the airbase, The 3/11 Cav Sqdn with the 2/506 Abn
Bn conducted a joint swesp through the village of Ap Thanh {YT015125)
against a block established by the 58th RF Bn, Heavy fighting occurred
‘in the built up area until it was cleared at 1830, There were 4 US KIA,

5 WIA and 67 VC KIA, 9 PWs and 53 weapons captured. This action
cleared the last pocket of VC from the area between Bien Hoa and Long
Binh,

In other parts of the Long Binh complex, the 1/11 Cav Sqdn swept the
bamboo area between II Field Force Headquarters and the Ammo Dump
as a follow=up to airstrikes, The area was then denuded by Rome Plows
removing the concealment offered near friendly installations,

Within the CMD the VC continued to maintain control of downtown Hoce
Mon on the 1st, culminating in an unsuccessful attack on the district head-
quarters at 1815, Juat north of the town, along the Saigon River, the
3/17 Air Cav Sqdn engaged and killed 73 VC,

The VC attacked a series of military installations at Go Vap early
in the morning, overrunning a PF outpost, As depicted on Map 8, DCQG,
IO FFV had coordinated two areas of operation within the GMD, and formed
& Task Force in each area. TF Thebaud with 2 Inf Bns and a Cav Sqdn
operated in the Tan Son Nhut area while TF Gibler, with 1 Inf Bn reinforced
by a mech company operated in the Race Track area,

At 011100 Feb TF Thebaud made a coordinated attack with the lat VNMC

Task Force north through Go Vap. The Marines bad the heaviest going
and fighting continued until 1900 when the VC were efected from Garnp
Red Ball {# US transportation corps installation) and the ARVN Armored
Command Compound, This combiried US-VIN attick broke the back of the
VC north west of Go Vap, Nine NVA were captured and identified as
members of the 101st NVA Regiment which had conducted the early

. morning attacks, '

In the vicinity of Saigon the 2/27 Inf Bn made a sweep to the weat of
Tan Son Nhut and in the rubble of the Textile Mill found 162 VC bodies
2nd 101 weapons from the previous days action, )

At the Race Track Cos A and B of the 5/60 Mech Bn joined the 3/7
Inf Bn {TF Gibler} and a four company sweep was initiated, At 1500
one mech co engaged a VC force 3 blocks from the Race Track., The VC
fired RPGe from rooftops, The second mech company reinforced,
attacked the VC and swept the area ufter Klling 120,

" ‘The An Quang P;godu in Cholon became the £ocus of heavy fighting
when 8n ARVN unit discovered that & VC headquarters was established there.
National Police and VNMC Marines encircled the Pagoda by 1305. Air-
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strikes were called in on the buildings and finally seized by 1705,

/ In spite of the heavy fighting all through Saigon on 1 February, and the
spread of attacks by fire to MACY headquarters; police stations and more
GVN installations, it was apparent that the VC neither controlled nor had
put out of action any critical installation, The government was gtill intact
and there was no signs of a popular uprising, The 48 hour period before
relief was scheduled for the local force units was running out and no relief
was in sight, The VC were on the defensive everywhere in Saigon,

Several outposts were attacked in Binh Chanh Digtrict and the pattern
of attempted LOC interdiction southwest of Saigon began which was to
last well into the month of March, Three RF/PF outposts, a base camp of
TF Gibler, and the Binh Dien Bridge on Highway 4 were attacked. Highway
4 was cratered both north and south of Binh Chanh,

In Cholon the COFAT compound received a small arma attack; snipers
surrounded the technical school adjacent to the Free World Military
Agsistance Forces Headquarters; and the 593d Signal Company came
under mortar attack.

t. Actions 2-5 February.

The Period 2-5 February wasg transitional between a predommﬁznce of
VC initiated attacks and the regaining of the initiative by US FWMF and
ARVN forces, Map 9 shows events during this period,

In Saigon the VC coneentmted their flagging offensive effort in Cholon.
They attacked the Nguyen Can Tho and Pham Van Chi Police Stations in the

6th Precinct southwest of Saigon,

‘ The slements of the 273d VC Regiment which had not bean trapped in
An My launched an anticipated attack in the morning of 2 Feb on Thu Duc
District Headquarters and the Nationzl Police Station, Having been warned
that the VC planned to destroy the large power plant and water treatment
warks in Thu Duc, a Cavalry reinforced Infantry company of the 1/18 Inf
Bn were already in place when the attacks came, and the Bn (-} was in Thn

. Duc proper. The VC attacks were repilsed.

The VC Regt attacked again in greater strength on the night of 3 Feb,
and tried to carry out its misaion of destroying the large Newport Bridge
linking Ssigon and Bien Hoa, One force attacked the Newport Bridge at
0100, the District Headquarters at 0410, and the 2d YNMC Bn compound
at 0650, District forces, reinforced by a company from the.1/18 Bn and
3 RF platoons, repulsed the attacks killing over 80 VC, Civil damage was
heavy, however, and 38 civilians were killed and 75 houses destroyed, In
the attack on the Newport Bridge the VG overran bunkers and the eastern
end of the bridge. A relief force of the ¥5 ARVN Cav and elements of the
720th US MP Bn retook the bridge by 0250, Eleven VC were found dead on
the bridge but the bridge itself was not damaged. On the night of 2 February
the VC attacked a bridge by RPG in Hoc Mon District defended by 25th Inf
Div units, At 031500 Feb enemy forces overran a PF unit guarding the
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Can Dua bridge and were successful in destroying it.

—_ In Tan Binh District VC conducted mortar and rocket attacks againat 3d
VNMC Bn outposts at Vinh Loc and US MATS team locations.

While Nhe Be district was relatively quiet, a preca.utmna.ry deploy‘rngnt
of the 2/327th Abn Bn was made to the POL storage facility in Nha Be.
The Bn waa flown by fixed wing air frorn Song Be to Tan Son Nhut on 2 Feb
then moved by helicopter to Nha Be. Together with the 3/11 Cav Sqdn,
which had corne to Bisn Hoa from Loc Ninh, the 2/327th Abn Bn was the
only other US maneuver bn which had to be brought into the allied baie
area from border regions of I CTZ for deployment in the TET offensive.

4 There were many sightings of VC units and groups moving during day-
light a¥ound Saigon attempting to consolidate, By this time the 271 and
272 VC Regiments began to move into Hoc Mon District after their plan
to relieve Local Force units in Saigon had been threatened. Harasgment by
gunships,artillery, and sweeps by US or ARVN units initiated by such
sighh:rgs prevented the massing of any major enemy force. Twenty VC
sampans were spotted at night on the Sa1gon River in Go Vap and were
sunk with numerous secondary explosions, The dengity of VC in 2
relatively small area caused them to suffer very heavy casualties, and
alsé ¢aused a breakdown in their battlefield police habits, Abandoned
crew served weapons and equipment to include radios, as well.as the
capture of wounded PWs, were indications of how bard hit were VC units
no r;hwefst of Saigon.

By 5 Feb in the Capital Military District the Gommanding Officer of the
CMD atd the DCQG, I FFV had divided their tasks, RVNAF units took over
sole responsibility for clearing Saigon of VC, while US units began to
operiate against VC attempting to base in the outer districts. Map 9 shows
the relpective AQg on 5 Feb, This map also ghows the first step in
retutrning responsibility of outlying CMD areas to the US Divisions from

. the special CMD Task Force, The 25th Div reassumed control of its
forces and the Hoc Mon area from DCG, II FFV on 5 Feb, By this time
the locus of the battle began to fall astride the CMD ~ Hau Nghia boundary,
rather than remain inside the CMD.

" The increasing concentration of VC in Cholon, where the ARVN Ranger
Gpoperated, was matched by sharp fighting in Binh Chanh, pa.rtlcularly
along the Ben Luc Canal, One combhat assault by 3/7 Inf Bn resulted in
aeven helicopters damaged by fire in the engagement where the VC were
deploy-ed al’ong the canal,

' ‘During this same 3 day period outside of the CMD there were aeveral
other -gignificant contacts.

'A% Blen Hoa on 3 Feb, the 2/11 Cav-Sqdn swept north of the airbase and
became heavily engaged in Tan Phu Village. Fighting continued into the
right a1d & company of the 3/506 Abn Bn reinforced, This action resulted
11:"34 KIA nnd was the lagt heavy contact in the B:en I-Ioa./Long Binh ares,
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On 4 Feb at 0115 hours elements of the Dong Nai Regt attacked Tan
Uyen, The VC overran the ARVN dependent housing area and occupied
a brick factory. At 0330 the VC destroyed the power plant by high _
explosive., At 0540 the 3/48 ARVN Inf arrived by a route which avoided
a VC ambush designed to intercept it. Tha VC broke contact by 0800, -
At 0810 one company 2718 Inf Bn arrived and swept. south of Tan Uyen,
At 0830 & troop 1/4 Cav Sqdn arrived and purdued the VC to the north,

-‘Phu Hoa Dong Subsector Headquarters, defended only by a2 PF unit,
successfully repulsed a strong attack at 0400 hours on 4 Feb. 16 vC
_were killed, 8 weapons captured while only 1 PF was killed,

In Long Khanh Province Dinh Quan was attacked on 2 Feb by a VC
company which occupied all of the village except the Diastrict Headquarters
and the artillery position, The 18th ARVN Div relieved the town with the 3/4:
Regiment, By 5 Feb all hamlets in the vicinity were secure and Route
20 was opened from the La Niga River to the II Corpa boundary.

Attacks by fire continued throughout I CTZ, The heaviest attacks
after the 31st of Yanuary occirred against the 25th Inf Div base camp at
Cu Chi and the lst Inf Div camp at Lai Khe, Lai Khe received 42 separate
attacks by fire between 31 January and 3 Feb, including 141 rounds of 122
mm rocket fire. The rocket fire, however, failed to be a substitute for

“srtillery for the VC. Assaulting units had been led to'believe that the

“'rockets preceeding an assault would batter down barbed wire and prepare
the way for successful agsault, Thers are no recorded instances in
which this occurred. There waa 2 conspicuous absence of promised
120mm mortar fire and 107mm rockets during the attacks, The backbone
of the VC attacks remained the 82mm mortar, RPGs, and AK~47s,

It was not until approximately 3 Feb that road and bridge interdictions
began to assume serious proportions, and by that time the oxiginal
~ purpose had failed » to prevent US or RVMNAF reinforcement during the
critical 48 hour period following the 31 January attacks. QLI from
" Saigon to Cu Chi was interdicted more by the heavy fighting which took
place along its length than by specific road blocks, QL4 into the Delta
began to be a major target of the VC however,

Chart Bghows the compamtive battle losges from 31 January through
5 Febmry- ’

u. Actions 6=19 February,

' After 5 Fab the battle around Saigon changed in character, While
sepe rate attacks against outlying province and district capitals continued,
they were occurring in diminishing frequency and intensity.

. Map 10 depicts the main evenis of this period,

Within Saigon RYNAF units undertook the task of clearing VC out of
the city. Clekring the Cholon area fell to the 5th Ranger Group, which
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found that it lacked the forces to do the job while 2lso securing the Phu
_Tho-Race.Track. DCG, II FFV was asked by ARVN if he would redeploy
a US unit to the Race Track to free their forcea for the city fighting ahead,
The 3]7 Inf Bn was redeployed for this purpose on 9 Feb t2king over an
ares of operations outlined by the blue broken lines. On 12 Feb this unit,
acting on intklligence from ARVN, found the main VC command post ina
pagoda 2 km west of the Race Track, Surrounding it they destroyed the
VC defending force and captured the headquarters, Taking 3 PW and
killing 49-VC including Gen Tran Do, COSVN political chief who was in
c*ommnnd of all VC forces attacking Saigon.

Qutside Saigon a number of VC units exfiltrated as shown by broken
red lines, ' But the VC high command, in spite of the failure of their
attacks and the logses suffered by its agsaulting forces; ingisted on
continuing offensive action,

- Units of the 9th VC Div began to invest the area between Hoc Mon = Cu
Chi = Phuy Hoa, while elements of the 7th VC Div maved into the Nhi Bink
area of the Saigon River. The VC brought in 122mm rockets and attempted
to establish a dispersed stronghold north and northwest of Saigon from
which they could launch rockets against Tan Son Nhut.

.US and ARVN units commenced systematically searching this area, ‘
The results were a large number of sharp engagements with relatively small
numbers of VC killed in each encounter, .

To the east of the Long Binh/Bien Hoa complex the rernnants of the VC
274'and 275 Regiments withdrew toward War Zone D, I was during this
period, roughly 4«8 February, that the two battalions from the lst
Aungtralian Task Force began to exact their toll from the VC,

Up until 31 January the 1 ATF had been operating offensively to the

- northeast in AQ COLUMBUS. Once the attacks on Long Binh demonstrated
that the bylk of the VC were between Long Binh and AQ COLUMBUS, the
ATF. did a tactical about face, and deployed a series of company and
platoon sized day and night ambushes between the Dong Nai River and

As depicted on Chart G, the Australians .steadily killed small groups of
VC vithdrawing. to the east. The dates of the passage of the bulk of the VG
force can be geen in the large number of contacts and kills between 4 and
7 February. .

Eilawlure in II CTZ there were a number of significant a,chons.

On 6 Feb a VC local force battalion attempted to launch a major attack

-..against Tay Ninh City, The Province Chief had received advance

- warning of this attack, to include the exact-dirvection of the approach, He

~.deployed his reconnaissance platoon in an ambush several km west of the

- “eity. The VC walked into the ambush, and then were struck heavily by

“:gunships which.came to the aid of the ambush forcs, The VG fled weatward
‘after-heavy logses, leaving behind banners which they had intended to
p&ﬂde’in the ltreetn of Tay Ninh, - They had failed to even reach the city.
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On 10 Febtuary the K-3 Bn, Dong Nai Regiment attacked Tan An from

the west of 0255 hours, In order to reinforce the attack, hastily recruited
fillers:from 7. different infiltration groups were committed with the . .
battalion,  Many of thease fillers had virtually no training, The main atuck
was repulsed by RF/PF forces and National Police who killed 103 VC
and captured 22 while losing 3 RF, 8 NPand 1 ARVN KIA, The 3d Brigade
headquarters:area of the 9th US Inf Div defended its own compound in Tan
Anicdlling 19 VC, Indiscriminant mortaring by the VC caused 25 civilians .
KIA and 125 WIA in the city.

Captured documents show thet COSVN ordered a second wave of attacks
to be Jaunched which were to be stronger than the first attacks on 31 Jan,
These attacks occurred on the might of 17«18 February., The "wave' was
feeble by comparison withthe earlier TET assaults. Their acope is shown
on Map 1),' There were 10 ground attacks and 57 attacks by fire. 'The VC
lost 446 killed-at an allied cost of 28 US and 82 ARVN KIA, _

The heaviest fighting of the second wave occurred in Song Be where two
infilt¥ation group battalions ~ the 211 and 212 ~ geized the western half of
Song: Be City,. . They ‘were driven out by 2 companies of 31st ARVN Rangers and
elements of the 101st US Abn Div after extensive damage wag done to
cxviiian houaea. .Over 100 VC bodies were found in the rubble.

Awn sction subsided from the second wave on 18 February, it was clear
that the enemy lacked the strength to mount serious new attacks against
the key areas in I CTZ. The essential defensive battle of TET was over.

A S

Chert D nhown the total battle losses from 29 January through 19 February,
12,614.NVA/VC were killed at a cost of 944 US/FWF/RVNAF KIA, a ratio of
13 36 to 1. .

An anl.lyiis of the reported body count revealed that the very large
number of VC/NVA reported killed waa the regult of many small contacts
rather than a few large ones {in which the margin for error in reporting is
proportionately greater). A detailéd machine record analysis of contacts
resulting in 8,021 of the reported killed revezled that they were killed in
849 separate puccessful contacts, That is an average of less than 10 per
contact, . Only 2264 of the 8024 were reported killed in the 13 engagements
clhiming over 100- VC dead, while 1880 were reported idlled-in 686 contacts
claiming less than 10 VC KIA, The Australian killa on Chart C demonstrate
this. ehlncterilﬁc in detail: 202 killed in 60 contacts averaging 3.3.

The results of this nnalyms tend to nubshntaate the belief of this command
that VG/NVA forces lost nearly 20% of its 29 January atrength killed in 20
days.

Relllltl of offensive on US/FWF; / GVN.

Fi'om 29 Jan through 19 February: US £orces lout 453 killed and 3,625
wounded. ARVN {III Corps) lost 471 killed and 1290 wounded. Au-tralian.
New Zeahnd and Thailand forces lost 20 killed and 83 wounded, -

No USIFWF/ARVN maneuver units frOm company size were dutroycﬂ
', or rendered combat ineffective during the offenaive. eamalT Lk ner

S

’ AN e . -r .
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The 58,000 RF/PF personnel manned over 650 outposte in II CTZ during
the period. 63 of these outpésts, or less than 10% were seriously damaged
or destroyed. 22 were overrun and 5 abandoned without contact. 221 RF/
PF were killed, 481 wounded and 68 were missing. One RF cOmpany was
rendered combat ineffective by hosgtile action, :

There were & few cases of RF /PF outposts being defeated by treacherous
action from within. In the worst case 37 RF/PF and 2 US were murdered
in the La Cue outpogt in Hau Nghia Province by VC who had penetrated
the organization, )

National Police Forces were & target of the VC, Within the Saigon/Gia
Dinh complex 87 police were killed and 326 wounded out of 16, 839 assigned,
about half of whom were on leave at the outbreak of hogtilities, Outside of
this complex an additional 45 police were killed and 139 wounded of 11,500
assigned, Province police headquarters in Hau Nghia, Binh Duong and
Phouc Tuy Provinces received substantial damage. In Saigon the VC heavily
damaged police stations in the 5th, 6th and 7th precincts.

The RD effort was clearly not one of the immediate targets of the VC,
However, the offensive set back the pacification programs in II CTZ.
Many Revolutionary Development Cadre were withdrawn from their
assigned hamlets to help with the security of their respective district or
provincial capitals or to perform other missions to help the many refugees.
Before TET cadre were in 92 hamilets. By 1 March they were back in 83,
although 24 teams were still in hamlets due to be completed in 1967. The
VC penetrated about 50% of the hamlets pacified during the 1967 campaign.
But 90% of the hamlets entered had an RD group or 5 man stay behind element
in it, With the exception of Binh Duong Province, the VC caused little or no
physical damage to the hamlets, confining most of their activities to
propaganda and efforts to force the population to provide thern with logistical -
support, Out of 5518 RD cadre 24 were killed and 7 captured during February.

Of the 46 operational DIOCC in III CTZ only one was totally destroyed
and two damaged.

The Chieu Hoi program received a distinct set back, The returnee
rate dropped to an all time low of only 107 for February, and remained
low. ’ ’

There were no sector or subsector headquarters overrun, although many
were surrounded and begeiged for periods of tirne.

While LOC eventuaily became & target of the VC, initially they did
little damage to roads, bridges or culverts. Only 1l bridge was drépped on
30 Jan, 3 on 2 Feb. By 19 February 9 bridges had been destroyed and §
damaged.

The offensive created well over 100, 000 refugees, 67,000 in Gia Dinh,
11,000 houses were 50-100% destrog . The heaviest civil damage was in
: 3.._

Thu Duc, Hoc Mon, Go Vap, Duc Hud, Long Dien, Song Be and Ba Ria. At
least $20 million damage was done to industrial and commercial interprises

>
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with an®ther $8-10 million damage to structures housing these enterprises.
Food stocks dropped and prices soared during the peak of the Tet attacks,
but by the end of the month there were no critical shortages and prices had
returned to normal..

Of the eleven provinces in III CTZ, Hau Nghia, Phoue Long and Binh
Long were the mogt adversely affected.

w, Reesults of offensive on VC/NVA,

VC/NVA forces logt 12, 614 killed, 864 personnel and 3089 weapons
captured in the offenaive.

The impact of these losses were both qualitative as well as quantitative.
Chart E shows the degradation in combat effectiveness of thoge 54 enemy
maneuver battalions which were in IXI CTZ on 29 January, This chart does
not take into account the factor of undetected replacements received
during the period, but it bas been determined that the replacements
received during the offensive were far short of the losseas suffered,

A large number of crew served weapons were captured, including 82mm
mortars and anti-aircraft machine guns. These were taken as Often as not
on sweeps of the battlefield conducted the day after an action. Thig is
unugaal, for rigerous police of the battlefield is a characteristic of VC and
NVA unitg. It indicates how severely the units were hit, Over 60 pistols
were captured. These are habitually carried only by leaders,

Because the enemy cloge to commit local force units initially, these.
elements in suffering heavy losses degraded their capability to support NVA
main force units in preparing the battlefield, furnishing guides; carrying
out sneillary combat tasks, and policing the battlefield, As a resgult many
NVA mein force units had to try to fulfill the role of the local forces. :
Lacking detajled knowledge of the terrain apd population several such units
were destroyed, and scattered, or made ineffective by allied action.

Several reports indicate that as early ag 16 January political cadre were
being ordered to join military units as fillers in order to bring those unita
up to strength for & maximum effort. In addition preparations were made in
‘such detail as to have provisionel governments standing by to assume the
leadership of the expected popular uprising, As a result.a few theusand of the
47,014 enemy chsuslties reported in South Viet Nam are assumed to Have
been infrastructure members, The number of cadre actually killed in II
Corps ia unknown, At no prior time during the insurgency hae there been
indications of guch & logs of political cadre. Though some of thege were
alresdy compromised and can now be replaced with personnel having
better "covers', their replacement by either infiltration ar recruitment
should pogeé the same difficulties which led to the understrength posture of
the combat units originally,

These losses have left the infragtructure particularly vulnerable at the

district and city level, where failure to replace lost cadre may relult in
the temporary breakdown of control in selected urban areas,

x, Co-nqluuion.
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The VG/NVA TET offensive aimed at no less an objective than winning the
war with one stroke aimed at the heart of political and administrative pover
in South Vietnam-Salgon, Militarily it was a complste fallure [or the VG,
Ita political impact is both harder to judge ond beyond the ‘scope of this
report. 3Sut it must be concluded that whatever political pains were made
were bought at an enormous cdst to both VG and NVA in terms of traired men
and organized units., It was a prige whith meithcr North Vietnam nur the
NFIA can afford for long, The amount of damage done to US and ARTH forces
wag slight by comparison, and out of the battle ARVN emerged with an un=
precedented rise in self-confidence, The oivil cost was considerusble, but
not catastrophic, nor permanent, NFL ¢laims to represent the people were
showti to be patently false as the popular uprising - a central assumption in
NVA planning - falled to materialdZe in spite of the sudden display of NV4/“C
strength throughout III 5TZ, The continuel weakening of “war of liberation®
tachniques has been shown as North Vietnam inereasingly has had to replace VO
losses by outside infiltrators end not by HFILA recrultment. This in turn
has been reflected in the lesser guerrille skills of HVA units when operating
near populsted areas, making their detection and défeat casler; and foreing
them to rely more on outsids support and better weapons to survive. and operate.
The impact of the TET offensive on the course of the war has yet to be determined.
but 1t is clear that it has brought twe war closer to resolution either by
mllitary or politicel action.

Y. Lessons Learned.

VC/NVA forces are willlng to sacrifice military units, suffer heavy cas-
ualties, and risk military defeats to create an internstional image of
strengths Galculations of threat based solely on enemy military capabilitios
and national military strategy may be serivusly misleading,

Maximum use of spolling attacks against intermedlete enemy base areas will
reduce the momentum of the maln atteck and prevent most of the enemy forces
from reaching populsted areas. The enenmy's intermediate bases are normally
located along infiltration routes, Infiltration end exfiltration routes tend
to ¢coineide, Therefore, the employment of this tactic, in econjunction with
all available fire support, inflicts maximum enemy losses and avoids the heavier
military casualties, phyaical desbruction and civilian casualties normally
asgociated with fighting in urban areas.. )

The enemy moved sizeable groups of personnel and significant meterisl
support into Salgon and other critical areas before the offensive began,
Friendly forces were not warned of these actions by the locsl population which
was either indifferent to the enemy's presenhce, supported him passively, or
was afrald of enomy reprisal in the event his presence was disclosed. Allied
forcea had no information base in the locel population. L

. The VC and NVA are caepable of infiltrating all the supplies thej rahﬁire
to sustain their operations, Swurveillance, control, and interdiction of vater~
ways in’ III CTZ are insdequate to stop this flow, .

Damage to property and both civilian and military casualtiea in urban areas
can ba reduced by the use of rlot control agent CS, While not the sole means
of achieving these goals, C5 was employed effectively to drive sneny persomnnel
from buildings and fortifled positions, This incresced the enemy!s vulner-
ability to sllied firepower and lessensd the requirement to engage in sustained
combat in urben areas. Prior planning for the rapid employment of C3 facilitat,es
the conduct of ﬁ.ghting in urben sreas. )

Ths experience geined during the conduct of combined dpe”rativpns with RVNAF
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prior to the TET Offensive was of great velue durirg the TET offensive., US/
EW-MAF/RVNAF units gained a better appreciation of the strengths, weaknesgses,
capabllitles and operating procedures of other allled nations, This rediced
the resction time required to counter enemy threats and enhanced coordination
and gooperation at all echelons, It also developed a high degree of mutual
confidence and understanding among the alliad nations which facilitated the
spplication of overwhelming firepower and mobility against the enemy. Regular
combined operations with participation by forces from all allied natiens will
enhance combat readiness for and facilitate conduct of cperations during periods
of orisis such as the initiel days of the TET offensive,

Air Cavalry units were employed effectively in screening and ¢conomy of
foree roles in intermediate enemy base areas and elong suspected infiltration
and exfiltration routes, When the requirement sxists for conducting operstions
in areas where other combat forces cannot be made available, air cavelry units
are well sulted for this purpose. . .

The enemy turned a decisive militery defeat into a-psychologiecal gain,
Degpite heavy losgés, he mounted an offensive of sizable proportions and
demonstrated his cepability to conduct coordinated attecks by fire snd -
‘maneuver over widely dispersed locations, Politically he gained world-wide
attention and may have enhanced his position at the current peace negotiztions,

'ANNEXES ;
A = Intelligence.
B = US/FWMAF Troop List.
C =~ ARVN Troop Iist.
D - Command Precautions.
E - Significant Actions,
F ~ Role of Armor. ‘
G =~ Artillery,
- H - MACCURDS, .
I = III Qorps Alvisory Group,
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ANNEX A (Imtelligence) to TET Offensive After Action Beport (U)

1. (C) GENERAL: Captured documents 8s vell as inter-
rogations of PWs and ralliers clearly indicate that the enemy
undertoock the TET Offensive for the purpose of capturing and hold-
ing key installations in SAIGON as well as provinecisl captials
and for the subsldiary purpose of overrunning key RVN and US
military headquarters end airbsses, i.é., III Corps, II FFORCEV,
PIEN HOA and TAN SON NHUT, Had the offensive succeeded, the

" ¥C intended to esteblish a revolutionary govermment or at least
bé in & position of atrength from which to call for peace
negotiatione on their terms. :

2. (C) BACKGHOUND:

8. Map #2 depicts significant VC/NVA unit moves which
were detected during December and Januery. . These moves indicated
a definitie shift of forces throughout the III CTZ. In retrospect,
it is possible that the enemy's redispositioning of bis forces
and his attacks in late 1967 and early 1968 may have been design-
ed to draw friendly troops away from the populated areas of the
III CTZ setting the stege for the TET Offensive. :

v b. During the period November 1967 through January
1968, the VG/WVA elements subordinate to OOSVN in the III CT2
conducted three phases in their DONG XUAN (Winter-Spring) Cam-
paign, which is believed to heve begun on 29 October with the

- multi-regimental sige attack against the LOC NINH aree in
northern BINH LONG Province. The attecks were condueted pri-
marily by major elements of the 9th VC Division, as well as
elements of the 141st and the 165th NVA Regiments of the 7th
VA Division., The action was supported by the 69th VC Artil-
lery Commend. Although the sction at LOC RINE wes & massive
militery loss to the VC, it was nevertheless, a significant
politicel victory in as much ag the VC succeeded in dispersing
the populace and in holding the village for a short time., The
second phase of the campalgn was oriented on the BU DOP - BO
DUC ares in northern PHUOC LONG Province, The third phase be—
gan as an apperent counter mission in eastern War Zone "Ct,

On 31 Jamiary 1968, the emphasis changed radically as the encmy
began large scale attacks in the SAIGON - BIEN HOA - LOKG BINE

areas coordinated with lesser attacks throughout the remsirder

of the II FFORCEV TAOI. Ii{ epparently signalled the beginning

of the TET Offensivs. , )

3. (C) MAJOR ENEMY INITIATED ACTIONS:
a. General. ,

(1) While the genersl counter-offensive plan in
I and II CTZ wam exeouted on or about 291800H Jan 68, it was
not unkil 310300H Jan 68 that the VC counter-offensive was
lennched in IIT OTZ, The VC aperational plen was eppsrently
as follows (Map #4):

. - (s) 9th VC Divs
1. 2Tiat Regt : Attsck selected GVN/
Downgraded at 3 year intareals
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ARVN targets, QUANG TRUNG Training Center in the HOC MON area;
block ‘allied resction by interdicting Route 1 on order re-
inforce and exploit success in the northern SATGON ares.

2+ 2724 Regt: éupported by loocal
- forces, to black reaction of the US 25th Div from the CU CHI ~
_ DAU THIEKG areaj on order, to reinforce to the northwest of
" SATIGON,

3. 273d Regt: 1st Bn - atteck
-THU DUC District Office, construct defense works against
reaction foem BIEN HOA; 24 Bn - attack 2d VNMC Bn, reinforce
3d Boy 3d BEn - intercept Allied reaction forces from DI AN
Sapper Co - blow up bridge at BINH LOI,

(b) 7th NVA Div:

. 1. 165th RVA Regt: Contain 1st US
Inf Div in vicinity LAI RHE end interdict Bwy 13,

e

o 2. 141st NVA Regt: Although mission
wag unclear, it apparently ves tasked to interdict Hwy 13 S "of
AN LOC.

2+ 101st RVA Regt: The regiment, which
had been resubordinated from the 7th NVA Division to Sub~-Region 1,
was to secure the ares north of SAIGON in vieinlty of GO VAP,

(o) DONG NAT Regt: Given Bu missions -
lst Bn to seizme and hold TAN UYEN; other elements participated
in the attack on PHU LOI - FHU CUONG, supported by FHU 10T I -
Bn. The former K3 Bn moved to LONG AN Province with the mis-
sion to seize TAN AN. c '

(d) 8Bth NVA Regt: Block Hwy 13 vieinity
AN 10C - CHON THAMH, possibly in conjunction with 141st NVA
ngt,.

" (e) In the SAIGON - CHOLON ~ TAN SON NHUT
area the attacks were conducted by the C~10 Sepper Bn, 2d
Independent Bm, 2d, 5th, 6th Locsl ForcePBns, 267th and 269th
MF Bns, D-16 Bn, possibly the 3d Bn, 271st VC Regt, and sup~
ported by the 1st 1@, 3d MF, and 4th LF Bns. Their misaions
vere: To seise and hold TAN SON NHOT 4B and posaibly the
sdjacent vice-Presidential Palace 3 to seize and hold the
Preeidential Palace; to seize and hold the US and Fhi}lipine
Enbassies; to selze and hold or destroy selected objectives such
as National Police Stations, power plants, and other GVN in~
stallations, The primary purpose was to disrupt the GVN and
the city of SAIGON as much as possible, to cause the GVN and
US Govermsenttp “lose face', and to force the GVN to the
conference teble with the NFLSVN and/or NVN where they could
negotiate from a position of strength. Thege units were to
have been reinforced within 48 hours, according to prisoner
I'Oprtﬂ'

(£) Sub~Region 1: 7th LF Bn - selge and
-hold CU CHI.
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(g) Sub-Reglon 2: 506th LF Bn -~ seize and
hold DUC HOA to include HQ, 25th ARVN Div, . .

J (h) . Sub~Hegion 3: Tocal forces - harass
GVN ingtallations by fire; assist in passage of forces attack-
ing SAIGON; oonduct harassing sttacks by fire and provide
security for command and ocontrol element conducting attacks on

SAIGON. .

ST : (1) Sub-Reglon 4t Locsl forces - harass
GUN installations by fire.

_ (1) Sub-Region 5t The DONG NAI Regt wes
to seige and hold PHU LOI - PHU CUONG - TAN UYER.

o (k) VC BA BIEN Province: D440 Bn - seize
and hold XUAN LOC, 18th ARVN Div HQ; D445 ~ selze and hold
BA RIA.

(1) VC MY THO Province: 26lst, 263d MF Bns
and SL4th L¥ Bn seize end hold MY THD; 516th & 518th LF Bn =
seize and hold BEN THE. :

(m) War Zone *C" and MR 10: Ilocel forces
supported by COSUN security uniis, resr service units, and
artillery units, were to pin down Allied forces by conducting
harassing attecks by fire against Allled installations and
Fire Support Patrol Bases (FSFB), .

(2) All these attavks wers supported by loeal
force units who probebly hed the mission of assisting the main
attacks by providing guides and security forces, as well as
conducting harassing attacks on either pre-plamned targets or
targets of opportunity. Although these attacks were apparent-
1y well planned and coordinated at the higher levels, in
geveral instances, notebly at BIEN HOA - LONG BINH, the parti-
oipating units did a poor job in executing their assigned
missions., Assault units were told to hold their objectives
from 48 hours (SAIGON) to one week (BIEN HOA - LONG B1H).

The 5th VC Div was told they would have an easy job. A unique
feature of this offensive was that no unit was given a with-
drewel route, slthough the 5th VC Div had rallying points,
evidently in the expectation that the attack would be a complete
success. One notall e failure by the VC concerns the 2734
Regiment whose plen was to attack in the THU DUC ares and
block Allied reaction forces. The 273d was evidently delayed
in its move, prowpting elements of the lst and 24 Bns to get
involved in the fighting at PHU LOI - FHU CUONG on 1 Feb and
become trapped in the cordon and search of AN MY by the US
lst Division on 1 and 2 Feb., Only headquarters elements and
the 3d Bn werse identified in the vicinity of their objectives,

b, Major Actions 31 Jan 68: ZEnemy initiated actions
on 31 Jan 68 are depicted on Map #5 Tor3 show ground
4 re) « The primary attacks
were tlose at LORG BINH, BIEN HOA, TAN SON NHUT, and SAIGON. :
In. addition, not shown on the map was an sttack on DUC HOA -

“targeted .against the HQ of the 25th ARVN Div, is well as
heavy attacks at BEN CAT, EEN TEE, end MI THD. The major ettack

O U
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i - Pive alone was at the 25th US Div base camp at OU GHL _

yﬁcﬁ'iﬁb:i:ed 249 rounds of mortar fire betveen 0305 am’0635

" hours, wounding 10 US personnel. The 1st US Div base camp at
LAI KHE.also received a heavy attack by fire. At 310300H

Jan, Camp FRENZELL JONES {199th LI'B_) and the Flantation (HQ,
II FFV) received en estimated 90-100 rounds of mixed &2mm
mortar end 122mm rocket fire. At 0430H, two battalions of the
275%h VC Regt launched a ground attack on the west and north
perimeter of this installation while sapper units supported

by the U=l LF Bn harsssed the eastern perimeter while at~
tempting to penetrate and destroy the smmo storage area. At
least ope company of this force attempted to selsze the FW
compound., Aleo at 310300H Jan, BIEN HOA Air Base received

an estimated 35 rounds of 122mm rocket fire followed by s
ground attadk conducted by two battelions of the 274th

VC Regt. At 0300 hours the SAIGON ~ CHOLON - TAN SON NHUT
ares oame under intensive ground attacks. The major objectives
of this attack were:(l) seizure of TAN SON NHUT AB (including
the JGS Compound and Vice Presidentisl Palace by the 267th,
269th,. and 24 Ind Bns which were to have been supported by
elements of the 271st and 2724 VC Regtej (2) selzyve or
destruetion of the US Embassy, Presidential Palace, and SATGON
Radio Station by elements of the C-10 Sapper Bn & 3d & 4th LF
Bne; (3) seisure of the CHI HDA Prison and release of prisomers
by the 6th LF Bn. These major attacks were supported by the
lat MP and 2d LF Bns attacking from the north; the D-16 Ba from
the west; the 5th LF and 506th Bn from the south, and the 4th
LF Bn from the east.

¢. Major Actions, 1 Feh 68: Enemy initiated actions
on 1 Feb 68 are depiocted on Map #8. The primery attacks vere
those at PHU COONG and CU CHI, In addition, not shown on the
map were two attacks targeted againgt BA RIA and XUAN LOC.
The major attack by fire above was again at the 25th US Div .
base camp at CU CHI, which received 180 rounds of mortsr fire
as well as 10 x 122wm rockets, killing 1 and wounding 28 US
soldiers. LAI KHE s&lso received another heavy attack by fire.
At 010120H Feb, the 7th LF Bn vith elements of the 8th Arty Bn
in support, attacked the CU CHI Subsector compound with small
armg, automatic weapons, and RPG fire. At times up to 50% of
the compound wes burning slthough it was never penetrated.
The VC .broke contact at the compound at. 0410 hours while
fighting continued in the town throughout the day. US and
ARVE elements reacting to the attacks were engaged outside of
town by VC blocklng forces. These blocking forces were push~
ed aplde and friendly elements were in town by 1000 hours.
There were elght US WIA, three ARVN WIA and one APC damaged.
There were 38 VC KIA, two FW's, nine individusl and five crew=
served vespons captured. At 010510H Feb, the oity of PHU
CUONG and the ARVN Engineer School were attacked by the 1zt and
2d Bnes, DONG NAI Regh, possibly supported by the PHU LOI I Bn
and elements of the 273d VC Regt as well as local force units.
The Engineer School was penetrated from the north and was partly
oacupled until 1100 hours when US end ARVN armor and infantry
units regained control of the school. Fighting continued
throughout the dey, spreeding to nearby AN MY and FHU 10I. The
oity of PHU CUONG wes cleared by 1830 hours at & cost of three
US KIA, 24 ARVN KIA, two US WIA, JO ARVN WIA, one tank end
two APC's destroyed and onc tank demaged. There were 98 VC K14,
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seven PH's, 19 individual and nine ereu-gerved wespons captured.
Heavy ﬂghi'ing continued in SAIGON and the HOC MON arees. »

d. Major Actions, 2 Feb 68: Map 0 includes cnemy in-
1tiated actions on 2 Feb. The major attack vas st THU DUC by
elements of the 273d VC Regt which had been badly hurt at AN
MY by elements of the lst US Inf Div on 1 Feb, The atteck at
THU DUC was promptly rescted to by rlements of the lat US Inf
Div, 1lth Armd Cav Regt, and VEMC. In addition, but not showvn
on the map, were heevy attacks on BAO TRAI, PHU GI£O, and DINH
QUAN, The major attacks by fir¢ vere again at the US 25th Div
base cemp at CU CHI, which reccivrd 10 x 122mm rocvrts snd 111
nixed 82mm mortar and 75mm recolllces rifle firc. Durding this
attack, an ammo storage dump blev up, dratrdying or drmaging
100% of the buildings in two battrlions ar-as, Thr lst US Inf
Div base camp at LAT KHE also rrcrivrd snother heevy attack
by fire, Heavy fighting continurd in CAICO! se thr Allies
cleaned out pockets of rcsistence snd thr VC continurd to et-
tempt to infiltrate small groups of mrn into thr city in an
apparent desperate effort to accomplish as ruch drmegr as
poseible. TFighting eslse continued in the arces of MY THO, BEN
TRE, BA RIA, and XUAN LOC.

e. Major Actions, 3 Feb 68: (Rcfer to Map #9) The
major attack was again at THU DUC by ¢lements of th: 273d V¢
Regt. This attack was promptly reectcd to by clemcnts of the
lst US Inf Div, 11th US Armd Cav Regt, and the VNMC. This
action resulted in 108 VC KIA. Attacks by fire continu/d
throughout the III CTZ. 4n example of the intensity of theas
attacks is the 1st US Inf Div base cemp at LAI KHE vhich bi -
tween 3103000 Jan end 032/00K Feb rceeived 42 attecks by fire
vhich included 141 x 122mm rockets, 169 rounds.of 82mm mortars,
21 rounds of 75 RR, three rounds RPG, and six unidcntified
rounds; a total of 3/0 rounds resulting in one US KIA, 124
WIA end one VN civilian killed and 34 injurcd. Hrevy fighting
sti1l continued in SAIGON as well as in the HOC MON arce,
although the VC attempted no major actions.

f. Major Actions 4 and 5 Feb 68: (Refer to Map
#). HMthough overall enemy activity deecreased slirhtly, strong
resistance to Allied sweep and clearing operations vas
demonstrated throughout the arca. Enemy activity vas high-
lighted by battelion size ground attacks at PHU HOA-DONG {vic
XT 7219) on 4 Feb, at. BEN CAT on 4 Feb, and an estimated tun
YC companies attacked an RF OP at HOC MON (vic XT 7é04) on 5 Frb.
In VC Sub-Region 5, ground ettacks vere conducted against TAN
TUYEN on 4 Feb and FHU CUONG (XT B114) on 5 Feb. Although not
shown on the mep a major contact gccured viec XS 473488 in VC
MY THO Province on 4 Feb, vhere elements of the 7th ARVN )
Divrision contacted an estirmted two VC battalions. In the SAIGON -
CHOLON metropoliten arce, encmy activity deerenscd to light
contagts and sniping incidents primerily in CHOLON, PHU THD, and near
the JGS Compound. :

g. Major Actions From 6-18 Feb: The major encmy
initlated ections are depicted on Map #10, Sinee 4 Feb, bate s
talion sized ground attacks gradually decreased in the III
C1Z. Enemy and friendly action centcred on three mein exes
to SAIGON: GO DAU HA - TAN SON NHUT, PHU CUONG = THU DUC and
BINH CHANH - CHOLON. The enemy attempted to maintain large
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punbers of organized troops in the GO MON - HOC MON aree, -
principally the 271st and 2724 VC Regiments, which vigorously
resisted Allied sweeps. These units apparently reteined the
mission of reinforeing VC units in SATGON. While the VC at-
tempted to infiltrate small groups of men into SAIGON, enemy
units and individuals within the city continued to resist Allird
mop-up actions. Throughout this period the enrmy catinucd to
attack major installations such as LAI KHE, CU CHI, TAN SON NHUT
Air Bese and BIEN HOA AMr Basc by fire, )

h. The Second Wave 17~18 Feb 681 On 17-18 Feb the
enemy conducted an apparently coordinated seriees of sttocks by
fire and ground attacks throughout thc III CTZ as de plctrd on
Map #11. The coordinated harassing activitics end thr rreumption
of ground ettacks, in conjunction with indicstions of heavy -
supply activity, indicated that the enemy had usrd the rclstive
lull of the previous two weéks to attempt to re-establish his
control structure end combat posturc. His efforts proved
abortive, VC ground asctivity in the sccond veve spread out-
ward from the SAIGON arca, and was apparently conducted by
local force elements occasionally supported by nisin foree
elements. The VC oommand and -control structurc hed been badly
damaged as indicated by the numerous bettslion commanders. end
political leaders killed during the initial phases of the
cempaign. There were other indicators, besides the large
eneny casualties reported, that the VC suffered heavy loss:s,
An example of this is & group of prisoners from the 273d VC
Regiment captured near THU DUC who stated that they were sick
but hed been ordered from the: hospital back to the 273d ss
replacements, indicating that the regiment had suffered hesvy
personnel losses, &8 was reported after the actions at AN MY
and THU DUC where the 273d Regiment had been idmtified in
contect,

. 4. (C) SIMMARY: The VC TET offensive, vhile success-
fully haraseing US and GVN forces, fsiled to accomplish its
militery objectives, The VC propegsnda machinery will
emphasize the political and psychological aspects of the
campaignto offset its military feilures. Probably his only
military success was the fact that he was able to mount an
offensive on the acale he did, The major causes for his failure
veres .

&, QOverestimation of his own offensive capabilitics,
ooupled with the fallure of seversl of his major units to
acoomplish their missions, notably the 7th NVA Division.

b. As a corollary to the ebove, his underestimation
of the Allied reactior capability, ~egpeclally that of the VNAF,

-7 ¢, His overestimation of i'.he peoples desire or
willingness to rise egainst the GVN. .

d. His underestimation of the stability of the
GVN and ite ability to not only withstand, but react to his
pressure, :

APPENDICIES:
1 - VC Order of Battle
2 = Special Tactics
3 = Invasion Routes
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fenaive After Action Report (U)

1, (v) QENERAL:

. a. Listed herein are the VG/WA infantry bnthliou and
rus.m in the III CTZ, The following factors are indicated under
the VO unit designation:

(1) Pre~TBT atrength
(2) Pre~TET combat effsotivenssa
(3) Poat~TET strength
(4) Poat=TET combat effectivensss

(3) A brief statement of the mission and om 4
of the unit during the TET Offensive, _ Tukvanass

b, Abbreviations for ccmbat o"oetimou aret
(1) Mlly Ocabat Effective - 708
(2) Combat Rffectivs = OB '
(3) Marginally Combat Effective = MOT
(4) Mot Combat Effectivs - NOB
i (0) !umnumm
8. 27th VO Regiment (=)
(1) Pre~TET ﬁnuth 1300
(2) Pre~TET sffectivensss - MOE
(3) Post=TET strength = 900
(4) PostTET combat effectivensas = NCE
4he goatrol .S’%..”‘;ii ot&’u'?u:’%s&%ﬁum
B St o Sl B RS B
_ ihommuofﬂuuuhl
b, 275th VO Regimentt .
(1) Pre<TED atrength = 1500
(2)  Pre~TET offectiveness - OF
(3) Post-TE? stre gih - 900
(4) Post-23T ceabet effectivenses = NOB
1 e o) B s iy 1 %g.%.
up

maliader of IONG BIMK Pogt, Its o hut
saough U8 foress to ponl.i n»ar:l'm I.ou:l. forees pmtﬂ
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the ammo storage area and blow up four Pdda of ammsnition,

(1) Pre~TET stremgth - 330
(2) Pre-TET offectivencss - CE
(3) Post-TET strength - 190
(4) Post-TET combat effectiveness ~ NCE
(5) In conjunction with the 263d and 5l4th Inf Bns this
unit's mission was to seize and hold the city of MY THO, The city
vas occupied for 48 hours before the VC were drivenm out. '
d, 2634 VG Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre~TET strength - 400
(2) Pre-TET effectiveness - FCE
(3) Pogt~TET gtrength - 190
{4) Post~TET combat effectiveness - NCE
(5) Thie unit participated in the attack on MY THO (ee 2d
above), in addition, the unit conducted an attack against elements
of the 9th US Division at FSPFB JAEGER where nine US APGs were de-
stroyed. ] :
6. 267th VC MP Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre-TET strength - 275
(2) Pre-TET effectiveness - MCE
(3) Post~TET strength - 200
(4) Post-TET combat effectiveness - MCE
(5) The battalion, in conjunction with other battalfons,
vas to ssize or render inoperable TAN SON NHUT Air Bass, The bat-
talion was not very sffective in the attack and, in addition, lost
mopt of its heavy weapons at the base of fire/OP at the VINETEXCO
Textile Mill. It was identified in HAU NGHIA Province where. it.
could bave besn operating with the D-16 VC Infantry Battalion, |
f. 269th VC MF Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre-TET strength - 300
(2) Pre~TET effectiveness - CE
(3) Post-TET strength - 150
(4) Post-TIET effectiveness - HCE
(5) This unit was the spearhead of the atteck at TAN
SON NHUT Air Bage where it managed to penetrate am far as the rune

vay, causing the air base to becoms temporarily inmoperable. Howe
over, 1%, too, lost most of ite heavy weapons at the Textile Mill.
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g. 23 Independent Infantry Battallon!
o) PrﬁTE‘l' strength - 240 .
" (2) Pre-TET offectiveness - MCE

AT

(3 Pos_t-'.l‘ET atrength - 185
(4) Post-TET effectiveness - NCE
(5] The unit-participated if the agsault on TAN SON
- NHUT Air Base, and lost most of its heavy weapons at the Textile
Mi11, The unit was also in contact at the PHU THO Race Track.
h. 506th VC Infantry Battalions
(1) Pre-TET strength - 250
(2) - ‘Pre~TET effectiveness - MCE
(3) Post-TET strength - 175
(4) Popt-TET effectiveness - NCE
(5) This battalion had two missiom for which it was
divided into two elements; onme element was to seize BAO TRAI, while
the other wes to seize the southwestern portion of CHOLON, The
element at CHOLON was fairly effective and operated in the area for
aeveral days before being driven out.
1. 514th VG Infantry Battalionm:
{1) Pre-TET strength - 340
(2) ' Pre-TET effectiveness - CE
(3) Pogt-TET strength - 230
{4) Post~TET eﬁ‘ectimeu - HGE
(5) This battalion was ome of the three with the ob-
i;:t%ze of seising HI THO, The eity was occupied for 48 hours by
, J. 516th VG Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre-TET strength - 500" ™
{2) Pre-TET effoctiveness -~ FOE
{3) Post-TET strength - 340
{4) Post-TET effectiveness - CE
{5) This battalion had the miselon to peize BEN TRE
and was very effective, occupylng lost of the city for two deys
befors boinc svicted,
- 518th VC MF Intantry Battalion: L o
(1) Pre-TET atreogth = 250 '
(z) Pre-TET offeetivonau - ucz
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(3) Post-TET strength ~ 250 .
{4) Post-TET effectiveness = MCE

(5) This unit did not have an identifiable mfssion dur-
ing the IET Offensive.

/ "+ 1. D445 VC Infantry Battalion:
(1) FPre-TET strength - 350 °
(2) Pre-TET effectiveness - CE
(3) Post~TET stremgth - 225
(4) Post-TET effectiveness - MCE

(5) This battalion's mission was to seize and hold
BA RIA: It sttacked and occupied portions of the village for 48 houra,

m. D440 VC Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre~TET strength - 300
(2) Pre-TET effectiveness - MCE
(3) Poat;m strength - 250
(4) Post-TET effectiveness - MCE

.

(5) This battalion attacked XUAN LOC two days in sue-
ceasion but never held any section of the city, ’

n, D-l4 VC Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre-TET strength - 275
(2) Pre~TET effectiveness - MCE
(3) Post-TET strength - 200
‘ (4) Post-TET offectiveness - MCE
(5) This unit's mission was never clearly ascertained,
as it was identified in several small contacts in HAU NGHIA Province
a9 well as at TAY NINH,
o. FEU LOI II VC Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre-TET strength - 400
(2) Pre-TET effectiveness - CE
(3) Post-TET strength - 280
-(4) Post~TET effectiveness = MCE
(5) Prior to TET, the Bn moved to CAMBODIA, picked up
soms replacements, the moved to LONG AN Province, A PW report stated
the unit's mission during TET was to conduot countersweep operations .

in Sub-Region 3, No known contact with the battalion was reported
by Allied Porces during this particular tims frame.

/
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" p. K3 VC Inf Bn (formerly part of the DONG NAI Regt):
(1) Pre-TET strength - 450
(2) Pre~-TET effectiveness - FCE
(3) Pogt-TET strength - 350
(4) Post-TET effectiveness -~ CE

.

(5) Tnis battelion left the DONG NAI Regiment ap-
proximately one month prior to TET and moved to LONG AN Province, and
then attacked TAN AN where it proved ineffective.

Q. D16 VC In.fantry Battalions
(1) Pre-TET strength - 350
(2)' Pre-TET effectiveness - CE
(3) Pogt-TET strength - 175
{4) Post-TET effectiveness - NCE

- (5) This battalion's mission was to protect the base
of fire/OP at the Textile Mill at TAN SON NHUT Air Bage, &3 well
as placing suppressive fires on the sir base perimeter. It was

" further identified in contscts in HAU NGHIA Province where it may
have possibly been operating with the 267th VC Infantry Battalion.

v, DONG NAL VC MF Infantry Regiment:
(1) Pre-~TET strength - 2200
(2) Pre~TET effectiveness - FCE
(3) Post-TET strength - 1700
{4) Post-TET effectiveness - CE

' (5) The DONG NAI Regiment is known to be composed of
three mansuver battalions, designated K1, K2 and K3, K1 Bn was
formerly the D800 VC LF Bn; K2 Bn wag formerly the Tth Bn/568th
Regt/330th NVA Division, and the K3 Bn was formerly the PHD 101
I VC LF Bn, The regiment had the mission during TET of geiszing
FBU CUONG, The regiment did overrun and temporarily occupy the
ARVH Roginser School at PHU CUONG before being ejocted by ARVN
and US units. The regiment then attacked TAN UYEN which it oc=
cupied for several hours before again being ejected by US and ARVN
units. A captured document removed from the body of the Regl-
mental IO stated the regiment had e strength of only 1100 men.
Meanwhile, the K3 Battelion moved to LONG AN Provinee and then
moved to attack TAN AN on 10 Feb, This was not an aggressive
attack and did not accomplish its objective. A1l elements of the
regiment have been identified periodically in small unit: con~
tacts since TBT, If the strength figures in the captured docu~
ments are correct, this regiment would be non~combat effective,

8. 165th NVA Infantry Regiments
(1) Pre-TET strength - 1570
(2) Pre-TEr effectivensss - CE

-, Mle5
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(3) Post~TET strength - 1570

(4) Poat.TET effectiveness - CE

(5) This regiment had the miesion of interdicting Hwy
13 to prevent Allied reinforcement and to provide area security.
The regiment was given a change in mission and ment to- the: PHU GUONG -
FWU 101 arem where it could be used for either & reserve or as a
security force, .

- t. B88th NVA Infantry Regiment:

(1) Pre-TET strength - 1450

(2) Pre-TET effectiveness ~ CE

{3) Post-TET ptrength - 1350

(4) Post-TET effectiveness - MCE

(5) The initial mission of this unit was area mecurity
along Buy #13 vieinity south of AN LOC.  The unit later received
a mission change and moved down to the PHU HOA DONG area,

u. 11st NVA Infantry Regiment:

(1) Pro-TET strength - 1700

(2) Pre~TET effectiveness - CE

(3) Post-TET strength - 1525

(4) Pogt~TET effectiveness ~ CE

(5) This regiment was assigned the mission of area
security and interdiction of Buy 13 1in the vicinity south of

AN LOC to prevent Allied reinforcement. After fallure of the
initial mission the regiment moved to the vicinity of PHU HOA DONG-
HOC MON area where it was identified in small unit contacts.
v. 271st VG Infantry Regiment:
(1) Pre-TET strength ~ 1500
(2) Pre-TET effectivensss - MCE
(3) Post-TET strength - 900
{4) Post-TET effectiveness - NCE
(5) The 271st was to move into the HOC MON area to
aspist in the attack on the TAN SON NHUT Air Base and Joint Gemeral
Staff Hsadquarters, then reinforce LF and MF bettalions in SAIGON,
w. 2724 YC Infantry Regiment: : '
(1) Pre-TET strength -~ 1500
(2) Pre-TET effectiveness - CE
{(3) Popt-TET strength - 900

R ) (4) Post-TET effectiveness - NCE

. R
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(5) This unit vas to move into the CU CHI area, attack
the rear Command Post of the US 25th Infantry Division and then con-
timue south into the GO VAP eres and reinforce the attack on SAIGON,

Fed / x, 273d VC Infantry Regiment:

(1) Pre-TET strength - 1450

(2) Pre-TET offectiveness - CE

(3) Post-TET strength - 980

(4) Pogt-TET effectiveness - NCE

(5) The 273d was to move into the THU DUC area where
the lst Battalion was to capture the District Chief’ 8 Headquarters.
The 24 Battalion was to sttack the 2d VEMC Battalion and overrun
the THU DUC Military School and the 3d Battalion was to intercept
elements of the lst Infantry Division attempting to reinforce from
DI AN, The Regimental Engineer Company was to seise and hold the
BINH LOI Bridge. ‘

¥, C-10 Sapper Battalion:

(1) Pre~TET strength --250

(2) Pre~TET effectiveness - N/&

(3) Pogt-TET strength - 28

(4) Post-TET effectiveness - N/A

(5) Elements of this unit infiltrated into SAIGON and
attacked the Fresidential Palace, the US Embassy and the JGS Come
pound.

3. lst VC MF Infantry Battalion:

(1) Pre~TET gtrength - 400

(2) Pre-TET effectiveness -~ CE

(3) Post~TET strength - 250

(4) PostTET effectiveness - WCE

.. _(5) The unit partioipated in the attack on the JGS

| mﬂazz.sﬂmﬂ and considered to have lost 125 personmel in
sa. 24 VC LF Infantry Battalion:
(1} Pre~TET strength - LOO

(2) Pro-TET effectiveness - FCE

(3) Post~TET strergth - 300 ‘

(4) Post-TET effectivensss ~ CE

The unit took part in the attack on the JGS Com-

(5)
pound, CO LOA Artillery Compound and was in the vicinity of the
race track, E .

L Ry
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bbh., 3d VC LF Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre~TET strength - 375
£2) Pre-TET effectiveness - CE
(3) Poat-TET stremgth - 335
(4) Post-TET effectiveness - CE
(5) The unit's TET missionm was to take the SAIGON
Radio Station. Its sttack was not aggressively carried out and
management was poor with only 20 men getting inside the station,
cc, 4th VC LF Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre-TET gtrength - 175
(2) Pre-TET effectiveness - MCE
(3) Post-TET strength - 150
(4) Post-TET effectivencss - NCE
(5) During TET, the unit attacked the NEWPORT Bridge
and then was engaged at THU DUC during i1ts withdrawsl. It lost 15
men on the bridge when it was confronted by elements of a US MP Bp
and an ARVN Tank Co. It lost an additional 10 men at THU e,
dd, 5th VC LF Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre-TET strength - 270
(2) Pre-TET offectiveness - MCE
(3) Post-TET strength - 220
(4) Post-TET effectiveness - MCE
(5) This unit was engaged during TET at the PHU THO
Bace Track in CHOLON on 31 Jan 68, It was also in action in SE
SAIGON in the ARVE Dock area. .
eg. 6th VC LF Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre~TET strength - 400
(2) Pre-TET effectivencgs = FCE
(3} Pogt-TET strength - 165
(4) Post-TET effectiveness - NCE
(5) The unit attacked the CHI HOA Prison, the FHU THO
Race Track, the TRAN NHAM TOU area and TRAN HOANG QUAN area, CHOLON.
The battalion hed been completely dispersed with many of its members
killed, wounded or captured, The entire battalion staff was captured,
includ the Battalion CO, the Deputy CO, a Political Officer; meveral
company (Os and one other staff member, ' g
/s -~ 2f, 7th YO LF Infantry Battalion:

(1) Pre-IET ‘strength = 270

A.l-8
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(2) Pre-TET effectiveness - MCE
{3} Pogt-TET strength - 245
‘(4) Pogt-TET effectiven;_sa - MCE
» (5) Unit attacked CU CHI during TET and wes assessed
75 casualties in the action based upon analysis of units involved
and on beody count. The unit was fairly effective in that action.
gg. 5024 VC LF Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre-TET strength - 200
(2) Pre-TET effectiveness - MCE
(3) Post-TET strength - 125
(4) Poat-TET effoctiveness - NCE »
(5) Unit was not identified as taking part in the TET
Offensive. FPre-TET mission was to harass local friendly elements
and to protect supply and infiltration lines.
bh, 504th VC LF Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre-TET strength ~ 400
(2) Pre-TET effectiveness - CE
(3) Post-TET strength - 300
(4) Post-TET effectivensss - CE |
(5) Unit was not engaged in the TET Offensive. Its
mission was one of a provincial harassing and security force. Its
major job was to protect supply and infiltration lines from CAMBODIA.
11, 512th VC LF Infantry Battalion:
(1) Pre-TET strength - 450
(2) Pre-TET effectiveness - FCE
(3) Post-TET atren#th = 400
(4) Pogt-TET effectiveness - FCE
Unit was not identified as being actively engaged

(5)
in the TET Offensive. Its missionwas local harassment and security
of supply and infiltration lines.

Ve
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Appendix 2 (Special Tactics) to Amnex A (Intelligence) to TET
Offensive After Action Report (U)

1. (C) MISSION OF OR_QFFICE T L :; tthr RTMENT
COSVN: Captured documents reveal that during the las )
months of 1967, all subordinate units of 0I 16 (Armor QOffice,
or Machanized Section, Military Staff Department, HQ, SVNLA)
should emphasize sapper training for all new elements and
mechanized units. Mechanized companies should be trained in
capturing and operating mechanized vehicles, and at the same
time should be able to conduct successful attacks on (enemy)
mechanized vehicles. It is interesting to note that prisoners
captured at the ARVN Armored Command reported that they had
trained tank crews with them in the expectation of capturing and
uging ARVN tanks (there were no. tanks at H{ ARVN Armored
Command). It was also reported that on 1 Feb, the VC
captured 2 or 3 APC'ag vicinity MY THO and escaped, It was
further reported that these APC's were later recaptured.

. 2, (C) METHODS OF MOVING WEAPONS TO THE CAPITAL: A

PW indicated that in Nov 67 the VC researched methods of
camouflaging weapons shipments into the capitel, Source

. who was ordered to conduct the research disclosed the following

information:

a. Research on camouflage methodsi In this time
period, there were only two roads for moving weapons into
SAIGON: Highways) and 13. The msthod of camouflaging had
to conform to the trade carried on in the area concerned,
Source proposed the following methods of camouflaging
weapons being brought into the city: Highway 13 linked
BEN CAT with SAIGON. Most of the trade on the route had to
do with the rubber and firewood industries. Therefore, the
camouflaging had to correspond to theae two industries in
order to avold inspection by the -authorities. Highway 1
was mainly used to transpost vegetahles, cabbages, egg-planta,

melons, and all types of fruit., On this route the VC must.

disguise themselves as sellers of the above items, and rent
vehicles to transport weapons into SAIGON. The problem that
erose was how to pass through the check points on the :
highway to the city} once in the city, the vehicles were

hardly even stopped. After the above proposals were sub=
mittad, source was put in charge of supplies to Highway 1.
Qther persons would be responsible for the further movement

of supplies on that highway. Source indicates two other
individuals were responsible for movement on Highway 13,

but gource did not know of other details concerning their route.

b. Movement of weapons into SAIGON: From Nov 67
to Jan 68, source hed organized four trips as follows:

(1) First Trip: The trans-shipment point
in SAIGON would be on TRAN QUL CAP Street (at the garbage
point) near the Railroed Station. 4 Mr, NAM (NEAM) would
receive the weapons. Firewood was stacked on the wehicle
in such a way as to leave a vacant space (0.7m x 2.2m x 0.12:)
in the center. Into this empty space were placed 30.x B-40
ATGL rounds, 6000 AK rounds, and 20 kg of TNT, After placing

4the ammunition in this space, source used butts of logs one

om thick to disguise both ends of the arms cache apace.

e w e,
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If one glanced at the end, it appeared that logs were stacked
in the space., The wood was teken to Station 2 in TRANG DAU
HAM where another individual came from SAIGON to take the
oargo to Highway 1 by rented vehicle and continue the journey
towarde the destination., Other details on the trip to
SALGON where unknown, - ‘

(2) Second Trip: The second trip was
organized in the beginning of Dec 67. The trans-shipment
point in SAIGON was the BAN VO Market, and the receiver was
B4 BAI (BAL, HAI), approximately 50 years-old. After she
received the cargo, BA HAI would take the ammunition to
CAGH MANG Street, PEU NHUAN, This time, source used four
baskets suspended under the vehicle to move apf oximately
6000 rounds of AK SMG ammmunition.and 40 rounds of B-40 ATGL
smmunition, A layer of tomatoes were placelon top of the
ammnition. Rolls containing four B~40 ATGLs were also hid
under the tomatoes, Source took the ammunition and weapons.
to Station 2, TRANG DAU, where another individual took them
to Highwey 1, rented a truck and transported #e cargo to SAIGON,

' (3) Third Trip: On this trip, weapons and
ammunition were to be sent to TRAN QUY CAP Street st the
garbage point near the Railroad Station where Mr. NaM
.would receive them. On 28 Jan 68, source wrapped three

" B=40 ATGLa and approximately 200 sticks of TNT, and
camouflaged them in tomatoes. Source further put approximately
30 B-40 ATGL rounds, a quantity of B-40 ATGL propellent and
gome fuses in the tomatoes. After completing the camouflaging,
he slso brought the supplies to Station 2 where an accomplice
received them, took them to Highway 1, renmted a truck, and
transported them to SAIGON.

(4) Fourth Trip: On 29 Jan 68, source used
two containers to carry eight 4K SMGs, three pistols, two
B=40 ATGLs, and a quantity of explosives. Source hid 20
rounde of B-40 ATGL ammmition, eight bandoliers of AK
ammunition, eight magazines of SMG ammunition, and one box
of explosives in between tomatoes, These supplies were taken
to Statlon 2 and again received and transported to SAIGON by
truck. when gource infiltrated SAIGON he learned that these
weapons had been sent to a car repair shop in DA KAD, SAIGON.

/
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Appendix 3 (Invasion Routes) to Annex A (Intelligence) to TET Offene
sive After Action Report (U) o

1. (U) Since the beginning of the VC TET Offengive, intelli-
- gence has become available which indicates the invasion routes used
by major VC/NVA units during the offensive, Information is baged
on all sources of intelligence.

2. (C) The major invasion routes were generally as follows:

a. The 5th VC Div Hg, 275th VC Regt, 844 Arty Regt moved
astride Rte 322 through War Zone "D" to the swampy area vie IT 2831,
which served as a staging and base area. These units then crossed
the DONG NAI River and moved west. . .

b. At least one battalion of the 274th VC Regt moved north
from the HAT DICH, crossed Hwy 1 viec YT 3310 on 12 Jan, then moved
weat. The crossing was covered by a screen of harassing attacke
along the highwsy.

c. The 101st NVA Regiment and st MF Battalion croesed
the SAIGON River from THANH AN to XA MOI in the vie of BEN SUC
(vic XT 5834) and fallowed the south bank of the river to their
objectives.

d. The 271st and 2724 VC Regte followed the north bank
of the SAIGON River from the vicinity of THANH AN, and croseed the
river almost directly north of their objective.

e. The 273d VC and 141st NVA Regts followed the SONG BE,
then moved to BINH MY (vic XT 9033) then emst of Huy 14 to vicinity
PHU 1OI, )

f. The 267th and 269th LF Battalions followed em arc
pouth of Hwy 4 and crossed it in the vieinity of BINH CHANH
(x8-7279). ’

3. (C) For units moving to SAIGON from the north, the key
area was base area 356 where they were assisted by Rear Service

4. (U) The local force units which attacked SAIGON were
apparently infiltrated into the city under the cover of the nor=
mal influx of pecple who entered the city for the celebration
of TET. It would nat be difficult gince these forces emounted
to epproximately 4000 men a number which would scarcely be
noticed in & city of approximately 2,000,000 peopls.

5. (U) Unite which could not be infiltrated were held in
asse_mb}y areas and then conducted forced marches on the evening’
of 31 Jan,

6. (U) The VC/NVA paid a high price for the security of
their plans and approaches. Some units were not sure of their
objectives, while detailed briefings were not generally con-
ducted eo that when kpowledgeabls individuals wers killed,
there was no one to asmsume command to carry out the mission,
Units which conducted forced marches s such as the 275th V¢
Regiment, did not arrive at their ohjectives as cohesive units,
‘but were strung out along trails, while other elements became
lost. This resulted in attacks being conducted Plecemeal, or
: no:iut all, and gome not in conjunction with artillery prepa-
ration,
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Angnex B (US/FWMAF Troop List) to TET Offensive After Action Report (V)

1. (8) 1listed below are the 53 US/FWMAF maneuver battalions cunsidered
for employment during the TEZT offensive peried 31 Jan - 18 Feb 1968,

d. 1st Infantry Division:

1/2 Inf 2/18 Inf 2/28 Inf
1/28 Inf 1/4 Cav: 1/16 Inf
1/18 Inf 1/26 Inf
2/16 Inf - 2/2 Inf (Mach}s

Sub Total: 10 Bms

b, %th Infantry Division:

2/39 Inf 3/6b Inf 3/5 cavs
4/39 Inf 3/39 Inf 4/47 Inf
3/47 Inf 2/60 Inf v

2/47 Inf (Mech)z  5/60 Inf (Mach)s
Sub Total: 10 Bns

¢. 25th Infentry Division:-

2/14 Inf 2/22 Inf (Mech)? - 3/4 Cav 7

4/9 Inf 1/27 Inf 4/23 Inf {Mech)y
2/12 Inf 2/27 Inf 2/34 Armor 4,
3/22 Inf 1/5 Inf {Mech)7” '

Sub Total: 11 Bna

d. 10lst Airborne Division:

1/327 Inf 2/501 Inf 3/187 Inf
2/327 Taf . .1/502.Inf . 2/17 Cav i
2/502 Inf 1/506 Inf 3/506 Inf
1/501 Inf " 2/506 Inf o

Sub Total: 11°Bns
e, 19%h Infantry Brigade (SEP) (LT):

2/3 Inf
3/7 Inf

4/12 Inf
Sub Total: 3 Bns

f. 11lth Armored Cavalry Regiment:
© 1/11 Cav ¥
2/11 Cav 13
“3/1k:Cav 1

Sub Totals 3 '_Bna

3 4

Downgreded at 3 gear intervals LR I -.EJ ,%: ' v
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Amnex B (US/FWMAF Troop List) to TET Offensive After Action Report (v} (Cont)

g. 1st iustrallian Task Force:

2 RAR
3 RAR
7 RAR
Sub Total: 3 Bms
h. RTAVR:
Queen's Cobras Sub Total: 1 Bn

i, 1II Field Fv:n'ce Vietnam:
1/17 Alr Cavalry Squadron !+ Sub Total: 1 Bn
2. (g) Grand totsl US/FWMAF Battalions: 53,

. ~

B=2
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“Annex c (ARWN Troop List) to TET Offensive Aft:r Action Report (U)

1, (C) Listed below are the 46 .RVN maneuver battalions considered
for employment during the TWT Offensive perlod of 30 Jan - 18 Feb 681

e

b.

Ceo

d.

5th ARVN Infentry Division:

“7th Infentry Regiment

8th Infantry Regiment
9th Infantry Regiment
1st G .valry Regiment

31st Ranger Battalion

18th ARVN Infantry Division:

434 Infantry Regiment (-)
48th Infantry Regiment
524 Infantry Regiment (=)
5th Cavalry Regiment

524 Renger Battalion

25th ARVN Infantry Division:

46th. Infantry Regiment

49th Infantry Regiment

50th Infantry Reglment

10th Gavalry Regiment

34th & 5lst Ranger Battalions

CMD:

V Ranger Group

2. (C) Grand total ARVN Battalions:

Downgraded at 3 year jntervals

Declus:t:.d Alter 12 yoars

DOL IR 5200.10 Applies

CONFIDENTIAL

4 Bns
4 Bns
4 Bos
1l Bn
1 Bn

Sub Total 14 Bns

3 Bns
4 Bna
3 Bns
1l Bn
1l Bn

Sub Total 12 Bns

4 Bns
4 Bns
4 Bns
1l Bn
2 Bn

<

Sub Total 15 Bns

=~

3 Bns
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Annex D (Command Precautions) to TET Offensive After Action Report (U)

1. EURPOSE: This annex presents informatiun and documentation that
describes the actions leading up to the ocutbreak of the TZT Offensivoc on 30
January 1968, These command pracautions were ta¥en to warn the units within
III CTZ of the threat posed by the enemy and indicated by intelligence infor-

mation, :

2, The attached ap endlces show the warning messsge sent by the CG .
II FFORCEV, the message terminating the TZT truce and extrects from various
Jjournals and logs indicating the action in the final hours prior to the
offensive,

3, Further details of action within the Capital Militery District can
be found in confidential booklet — Task Foree Ware After Action Report 31
Jan - 18 Fob 1968 published by Headquarters II FFORCEV.

Appendices: l. Warning message of €G II FFORCZV
2, Truce Termination Message L
3. Extracts of Journals/Logs

3 Dg.:::f::d at 3 year illmlb u.d
deckasif.cd Afrer 12 . , clamified W
DOD DIR 5200,10 Antig CONFIDENTIAL from am%i:se;:nd
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dppendix 3 (Extracts of Journals/Logs) to Annex B (Pre~TET Csfmand Pre-

cautions) to TET Offensive After Action Report (U

30 January 1968

1015 hours (II FFV #28),

MACVCOC Hudson MacDonaugh GORDS, III Corps, lst ATF,
0945H TET Truce has been terminated 1st, Div, Sth Div, 25th Div,
reporting procedures will bs as normal, 10last Div, 199th Bde, 1lth

) 4CR, 5lst LRP Co, Co 4, "5th
SFG & LB Post,

1245 hours (CMD HG Log)s

Order of 100% troop restricted to the ares applicable to
the units and agencies subordinate to CMD and located in CMD.

"1745 hours (III Corps TOC) from II FFV TOC:

4 condition Red now exists at Bien Hoa By 1930 msg disseminated to
and Tan Son Nhut, Provinees, Regts, Cords and
DNSA,

1800 howrs (CMD HQ Log):

Following order is given to the check points kay truck loaded up
with a strength of one armed squad and larger entering Capital City
must be stopped, controlled, and then report to HQ, CMD for approval.

1855 hours, (CMD HQ Log):

In accordance with imstruction of €G, III CTZ, CMD will contact JGS
to request permission to employ a complete strength of the lat Abn
Bn., This Bn will be deployed as below: ‘

1 Co at Chi Hoa Prison,
1 Co at Natl Broadcasting Station (Mil security Agency will take

responsibility),
Bn (=) standby at Le Van Duyet Camp.

(By 2000 hrs 1st Abn Bn moving to the positions above and by 2100
hours deployment complete).

2200 hours (QMD HQ Log):

Instructions given by the COL, €O/CMD - "ATARM ORDER is disseminated to
the units ard agencies,® Result of the POW interrogation - "He had
migsion to move from Duong Minh Chau Zone and infiltrate in Capital Gity
to attack TSN eirbase and national broadcasting station tonight, Thoy
might disguise themselves as ARUN and use tanks in the sttacks." Alerm
order was completely disseminated at 2215 hours,

CONFIDENTIAL
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Appendix 3 (Extracts of Journals/Logs) to Amnnsx D (Pre~TET Command Pree-
’ Cautions) to TET Qffensive Aifter Action Report (U)

3023308 (II FFV #69)

G2 TOC (IIT Corps - Anderson) .
2115H, XS866948, 86th RF Bn killed 2 VG and 1 VG optr w/3 sub MG,

PW stated VO plan to atk Tan Son Nhut and Radio Trans Station at
Phan Dinh Phong St. tonight time unk,

310140H (II FFV #6)

199th Bde
0130H YT085136 199th LRRP sighted 80 VG with AW moving west at the

double time, OQ210H IRP spotted 80 - 100 VC vie YT085136, 199th
moved RRF to rubber pltn west of FB camp., dero rifle plat ready,
spocky in area, Notified LBP, DNSA, III Corps, 10lst Abm Div,

D-3-2
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Annex B (Significant Actions) to TET Offensive After Action Report (U)

1, GENERAL: During the TET offensive many battles oecurred which are
highlighted in the narrative portion of this report, Many other significant
actlons were reported later as detaeiled reports were submltted as after action
reporte when the elrcumstance of events became known,

2, PURFOSE: It is ths purpose of this amnex to present the significent
actions in brief summary form thet have not been reported eslsewhere in this
report. . '

3. ACIIONS:
a, XUAN LOC - 4t approximately 0010 hours on 2 February, XUAN LOC

came under mortar, B-40 rocket, small arms and automatic weapons fire end
ground attacks, Primary targets were the 18th ARVN Divigion Headquarters,
the 43d Regimental Headquarters, the 1/43, 2/43 end 3/43 Battalion base :
camps, the 2/35th Artillery (US), the S4th Artillery Group (US), the Province
Headquarters, and an area near the airstrip, The US 3/5 Cavalry and the
ARWN 3/5 Cavalry conducted opergtions, established road blocks, and patrolled
throughout, the town. Several fights occurred in the elty, JRWN Artillery,
Light Fire Teams, and a Spooky were also utilized, At first light elements

‘of the 43d Regiment, local RF/PF units, and the National Police searched and

cleared the city., At 2245 hours on 2 February the VG attacked again,
Friendly forces consisting of the lst and 24 Battallons, 43d ARVN Regiment,
two companies of the 52d Ranger Battalion, the 3/5 ARVN Cavalry, the 3/133
RF Co, 3/319 RF Go, one platoon of the 3/413 RF Co, the sector I & R
Platoon, elemsnts of the Province Recon unit, C Troop of the 3/5 (US)
Cavaelry and elements of 2nd Battalion 35 Artillery, 54 Artillery Group.

Enemy forces identified in the battle at XUAN LOG ware two companies
of the D=-440 Battalion, 84th Rear Service Group, members of the XUAN LOG
Securdity Section and two squads of the XUAN LOG Village forces,

b, DINH QUAN ~ On 2 February at 0455 hours the VG attacked DINH QUAN
village with an estimated ¢ampany size force. The VC occupied all parts of
the village except the District Headquarters and the Artillery position,
Reinforcements from the 3/43 Regiment arrived by 1945 hours. Enemy forces
were ldentified as the TRA (O Platoon, DINH QUAN Village Platoon and eélements
of the 84th Rear Service Group,. By 1500 on 3 February, DINH QUAN was again
under friendly control and by mid afternoon on the 5th all hamlets were ascure,
Route 20 was recpened from the LA NGA River to' the LT Corps horder. Friemdly
units taking part in the action were 3/318 RF Co, 3/623 RF Co, three RF
platoons and the 3/43 Regiment, The area was secure and emsbled the 3/43
Regiment to be extracted on 6 Feb, :

, cs TAY NINH ~ TAY NINH City vas suprisingly enough not attacked until
after the TET offensive was well developed. The first of two attacks was
indtiated on 6 February with the -objective of capturing TAY NINH City. The
Provinoe Senior Advisor and Provinee Ghief bad received prior intelligence that
the attack wag imminent, deployed the Combined Intelligence and Reconnai ssance
Platoon (CRIP), who ambushed the VG enroute to the city and prior to their
deployment. Gunships supported the action inflicting heavy casualties on the
znenzl fo§gietwhich was identified as the D-16 Battalion and the J=-120 Specilal -

asa Ve o
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Annex E (Significant Actlons) to TET Offensive After Action Report (U) (Cont)
The second attack was launched on 16 February and approached

from the east. The D-14 Battalion was identified as the VC force and

their attack wag directed against PHU KHUONG District Headquarters

(X1335580). The Province Ghief on the evening, of 15 February placed

troops of 10th ARWN Cavalry (12 Armored Personmel Carriers) vig of PHU

KHUONG and the influence was the deciding factor in defeating the

attacking force. At 0110 hours 16 February the VC attacked the BEN

KEO Training Center, SeciorHeadquarters and twa RF Observation Posts.

The defeat of the VC resulted in 101 VC KIA, 7 RF/PF KIA and 49 RF/PF

WIA.

d, TAN AN - Tyo major attacks were directed against TAN AN,
in Long An Province, during the TET offensive, The first began ab 0300
on 10 February with heavy attacks by fire consisting of 82 MM mortar,
B40 rockete, small arms and automatic weapons. This was followed up at
0340 by a ground attack, VC units were identified as the 313 Looal Foroe
Battelion and composite units made up of filler personnel from many other
units who were infiltrated in to participate in this attack, The objectives
were the National Police Station, the US Artillery position, RF/PF posts
southwest of the city and the TAN AN bridge., The abtacks was repulsed at
0530 hours and resulted in 129 (US Bn) VC KI4,

The second attack occurred on 13 February beglnning at 2230 hours
and ended at midnight. This attack, limited to flres, comsisted of ap~
proximately 150 rounds of 82 MM mortar. There wag no ground attack follow-up.

8. S0NG BE ~ The 1lst Brigade, 10lst 4lrborme Division was conducting .
security operations in SONG BE on 18 February when the clty came under attack
by an sstimated force of 5 VO Companies. 4t 1030 the 1lst Brigade employed
B Troop 2 Squedron 17 Cavalry and B Company lst Battalion 506 Infantry as a
reaction force, This force joined the 31st ARVN Ranger Battalion in a combined
operation in the City of SONG BE under OPCON of the CO 2nd Squadron 17th
Cavalry.

4 blocking position was established by B Troop 2/17 and B Gompany
1/506 Battalions and the 31lst Rangers conducted a sweep driving the VC into
the blocking force. This operation resulted in 67 VC KIA and was completed
at 1520 hours. Amother 72 VC KIA resulted from artillery, light fire teams and
an additional 27 VC KIA resulted from the pursuit of B Company 1/506th
Battalion,
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Annex ® (Role of Armor) to TET Offensive After Action Report (1) (Cont)

o , 1/10 .Duc Hoa
10th Armor Cav: 2/10 Duc Hoa .
/3/10 Tay Ninh

"7 b, On the 31st thase units responded to 11 different VG attacks
at HO NAI, LONG BINH, BIEN HOA, PHU DONG, HONG XANH, TAN SON NHUT, PHU THO,
RACE TRACK, DUC HOA, WIDOWS VILLAGE, and BEN GAT, .

4e Major Armor reactions on 31 Jant

8. The 2/47 (M) ves alerted at 0335 and committed to the defense
of LONG BINH by 0500, Co A swept HO NAT village, Co B secured the am= °
munition storage srea, and Co C was sent to the relief of HQ III Corps,
Trp 4 (=) 3/5 Cav moved from BLACKHORSE base cemp at 0510 and fought a rune
ning battle down route 1 arriving at LONG BINH at 0914 and then proceeding
to HQ IIT Gorps and the PW Compound,

be The 1lth iCR, after notification, moved from their field location
to LONG BINH in a 12 hour forced march, The Regt arrived at 2210, and took
up positions at Widows Village, the PW compound, and IIT Corps HQ. With the
arrival of the Regiment, serious threats to the LONG BINH/III Corps complex,
‘ware ended. The 1lth ACR was involved in mopping-up action during 1-3 Feb,

cs The 3/4 Cev guided by flares dropped from the C & C ship came
cross country from the Squadrons field location and then swept east fighting
through the HOC MON area to repel the VG/NVA attacks at TAN SON NHUT, Troop
A 1/4 Cav at the same time was fighting its way from PHU LOI to TAN SON NHUT

and arrived to assist in breaking the VC/NVA assualt,

do TFrom the south the 5/60 (M) dispatched ome company to the RACE
TRACK and re-positioned the Bn (-) at BINH CHAN fop rapid deployment into
SAIGON as required,

@s ARWN armor was able to defend with 1little movement as they were
located at Province and District Capltals, which hag Proven to be key VC
objectives. III Corps did reinforce the CMD with the 1/5 cav (~) attached
to the. 30th Ranger Bn, and the 2/1 4PC Go attached to the 38th Ranger Bn,
After the defense and restoration of ths Armor School at PHU. DONG, the 1/1
Tank Co sent 9 tanks to asaist TAN SON NHUT, -

5« Armor unit responsivensss both US and ~RVN proved effestive dn re-
lieving 17 different cities: SAIGON, TAY NINH, BEN CAT, TAN UYEN, TRANG BON,
XUAN LOC, BA RTA, LONG BINH, BIEN HOA, THU DUG, GO VAP, TAN 4N, HOC MON, TAN
SON NHUT, DUC HOA, CU CHI, PHU CUONG. : oo

- 6, Additional ARVN Armor assets could have been properly utilized in the
defense of eritdcal govermmental agencies, e i :

e The failure of VG/NVA units in restricting the movemszt of US Armor

units, one of the key missions for regimental sized VG units, contributed
- significantly to their defeat, .

{
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. 1o GENERAL: Durdng the conduct of the TET Offensive numberous gltuations
ocourrad in which, through the exploitation capebility of Armor, tactical
situstions were influenced by a relatively small foree, As & result of thege
actions, a atudy on the influence of Armor was conducted in this Heasdquarters
to examlne possible changes in Armor unit stationing,

2, ' PURPOSKE¢ This annex presen.ts: a variety of small actions where
armor detachments influenced the action and prevented defeat of friendly

forces,
3. BACKGROUND:

' a. In ITT CT% on 30 Jan there were 13 US Armor Battalions, 1
Australisn Armor Unlt equivelant, and 3 ARVN Armor Battalions, The locations
ag of 30 Jan are shown below: i : .

1st Infantry Division:

1/, Cav Fhu Loi,
'2/2 Ing (M) XT7761,

9th Infantry Diviaion:

‘2/47 Tof (14; 152280,
. 5/60 Inf.(M) XS4772,
,3/5 Cavalry Blackhorse,

25th Infantry Division:

2/22 Ing (M) XT4870,
1/5 Inf (M) XT3862,
3/4 Cuvalry Go Dau Ha,
4/23 Inf (¥) XT6523,
2/34 Armor Katum.

11th ACRs

. 1/11 Sqdn XT6440,
2/11 Sqdn  XT6152.
3/11 Sqdn Loc Ninh,

l1st ATFs .

4 Sqdn 3rd Cav Regt (equal to troop) vic Trang Bom,
‘G Sqdn 1st Armored Regt (equal to troop) Nui Dat.

ARVNs

i 1/1 Tk Co Thu Duc/Phu Cuong
lst Armd Cav:  2/1 APC Co Bung Cau
v3/1 APC Co Phu Cuong

' 1./5 Cav Xuan Loc
" 5th Armor Cav: +2/5 Cav Tem Tan :
. / /5 Cav Tp Y§93.97 vic Da Mal -

Downgraded at 3 year intervat
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Amngx G (Artillery) to TET Offensive After Action Report (U)

1, PURPOSE: Throughout the TET Offensive After Action Repart the

role of the mansuver bettalions and Cavalry Squadrons is vividly portrayed.
‘The movements, attacks and counterattacks are easily followed throughout

the confuct of the battle. The support rendered by artillery, in many cases,
mede the success of Infantry and Armor units possible, This annex provides a
desoription of the activities of Artillery from the Division Artillery and
- Artillery Group standpoint. The rapid response of the artillery from battalions
down to individual gun position, especially in the fluid uncertain time

when the offensive was first initiated, resulted in a high degree of confi-
dence by supported units. The rapid procedures for clearance to fire, re-
hearsed and /coordinated in advance, assisted in reducing the time log from
request to delivery,

2. {C) Unit After Action Reports:

Qs d Artiller : In addition to the following report, actions
of thls unit are reported in Task Force Ware After Action Report.

(1) Special Liaison:

The Binh Duong Province headquerters and surrounding area
which included many small outposts were threatensd almost nightly by mortar,
RPG and amall arms attacks, On the early morning of 1 Feb, the provincial
capital at Phu Cuong was threatensd by a ground attack. A 23d Arty Gp A0
was on station and in radio contact with an American advisor in the province
heaquarters. Since the action was in the center of the populated area, Arty
could not be used and a LFT was summoned., The A0, based on guidance from the
Advisor on the ground, gulded the LFT to the target area, enabling the LFT to
effectively suppress the abtack, That night (1 Feb) 23d Arty Gp sent a
Liaison Officer to Binh Duong Province Hq to work directly with the Province
advisors, and coordinate Arty support for the Province as needed. 4 .special
fire and fire clearing channel was establighed whereby the LNO c¢alled in pre-
selected targets for illumination, and defcons for provincial outposts, The
LNO would obtain ARVN and political clearance arnd in some cases an under
standing that if the target plotted in a NFZ, and fire was -called, the re-
quest was in effect from the Prov Chief and thereby satisified part of the
clearance required for firing into & NFZ, At Gp Hq these targets also
needed a degree of US clearance which amounted to assurance by the US ground
commgrder assigned the area as his TAOI, that there were no US troaps in that
area. During this period, several hundred rounds were fired by C/1/27 Arty,
sontributing greatly to the provinca force successfully denying a takeover
by VC foreces, On several instances when outposts were threatened, the first
rourd of arty illwmination (precleared and on call) was enough to discourage
the attacking foree and cause him to break contaot and flee the area. The GS
mission of the 23d 4rty Gp unit at Phu Loi (C/1/27 arty) ellowed it to be
considerably more responsive to Province requests than lst D/A units with DS or
GSR missions, This lialson arrangement remsined in effect until well after

18 Feb.
(2) INCREASED SURVEILIANGE:

23 Arty Gp provided an A0 and eircraft for the Phu Loi Basé
Camp Counter-Mortar watch program (Eagle Watch) on a nightly basis to assist
lst D/A in being able to provide continuous observation throughout each night,

Downgraded at 3 year intervals
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(3) LOGCAL DEFENSTVE MAASURHS

o 23d Arty Cp is respongible for the north eastern sector of
the' base. camp perimeter. Beginning 29 Jan en officer from Headquartars, 234
Arty Gp was assigned as permanent officer of the guard, Later, 23d Arty Gp
provided officers in 2 more bunkers as essistant 0G's, and with comminications,
capability to take charge of the sector, should the command bunker be over=
run or rendered incapable of controlling the sector, .

. To reinforce the Base Camp each night, an average of 2 M-42 Dusters
from A/5/2 irty were provided. These weapons were positioned at key
locatlons along the bunker line and fired on targets of opportunity as
sppropriate, Inmsveral cases the dusters were deadlined for eleectrical or
mechanical failures, but still had firing and traversing capabilities. In
thess cases the Duaters were positioned in their battery motor pool and
oriented on key areas in the sector, maintaining responsiveness for fires if

reguired,

4 105mm How from B/2/33 Arty was positioned to provide direct fire
coverage (with beehive ammo)for the sector. This was provided on 27 Jan
and occupied position every might for the remainder of the period. This
weapon was under the control of the base camp, ]

4 secondary bunker line for the sector was manned during hours of
darkness throughout the period, and special defensive positions around the
Group Headquarters were established and manned sach night, Additionally,
concertina wire was installed around the Group Headquarters and Headquarters

Battery area.

(4) ARTILLERY MOVES

Due to the increased threat in the Saigon/Bien Hoa area,
C/6/27 Arty was displaced from Loc Ninh on 9 Feb and arrived Bien Hoa on
10 Feb, On-10 Feb a platoon of 8" howitzers displaced to Di An to provide
fire support for the 25th Div elements operating in the NW part of the CMD.
Migsion of the platoon was GSR 25th Div Arty,

On 8 Feb a platoon of 155mm towed howitzers of 4/2/11 Arty was airlifted
to the D/2/13 Arty position at Nha Be and ettached to 2/13 Avty with a
mission of GSR 2/13 Arty, Purpose was to provide additional range coverage
for the 40 occupied by 4/39 Inf (of TF Ware), being provided DS by D/3/13

Arty.
(5) SIGNIFIGANT FIRE MISSIONS

On 7 Feb at XT811104, C/1/27 Arty fived 186 HE rds (155mm)
in support of a contact for 2/8 ARVN, Surveillance from this mission was 12
VC KIA (body count), 35-40 VG KIA (possible), 36 bulldings destroyed and 5
_ VG's became Chieu Hois when their bunker was hit. The G3 of the 5th ARVN Div
gent the Battery his personal thanks and congratulations, :

J
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On 16 Feb, G/6/27 Arty (8") fired = mission on a bunker complex, XT868030.
Miasion was called by an air observer from 1/7 arty. At the end of the mission,
‘surveillance was 6 VC KIA (body count)., During the night that followed tha
battery continued to fire on the area with Hi&I fires. On the following day -
Infantry swept through the area and disclosed an additional 13 VC KIA by

artillery during the night.

During the period 29 Jan - 18 Fab, C/1/27 Arty fired an average of over
550 rounds per day. '

(6) IMPACT ON SUPPLY AND LOGISTICS.

54 Sectlon operated on a 24 hour basis augmenting the TOC.
The enlisted persommel of the S4 Section were required to perform extra guard
to man an interior perimster, leaving the aection with only 1 enlisted clerk
during the day and nome at night, while still trying to maintain a 24 hour
capability.

Ammunition and other classes of suppliea were airlifted to several of
our unite for a period of<8 to 10 days due to the access roads being denied
by enemy activity. Air transportation was at a premium due to requirements
of other units experiencing the same situation,

. Logistical supply operations were very limited due to ingccessibility of
roads, Therefore, in addition to the problems of delivery of ammunition,
repair parts and other classes of supplies were also affected due to the
anuunt of time required to resupply by overland transportation,

b. 54th Artillery Group:

(1) significant events, actions, and results from 290001 Jan to
011800 Feb leading up to the attack on Xuan Loc.

(a}) There were 2 US artillery firing units located in Zuan
Loc during the reporting period. C Battery, 7th Bn, 9th Artillery, was lo-
cated in Hgs, 2nd Bn, 35th Artillery, compound north of the 54th Artillery
Group Hqs. C Battery, lst Bn, 83rd Artillery was located in thelr own
compound nesr the Xuan Loc eiratrip south of the 54th Artillery Group Hgs.

(b} From 290001H to 310001H Jan, both units fired on
lucrative targsts. €/7/9 fired 20 rounds of 105mm on 30 camp fires. The
fires were extingulshed. 0/1/8_3- fired 17 rounds of 175mm on & small base
camp. The Group dbserver, who adjusted the artillery, reported a secondary
explosion and 1 VC XIA (BC). C/1/83 also fired 43 rounds of 175mm on 8
bunkers, destroying 4 and dameging 4 with one secondary explosion,’

(c) At 300945H Jan the "Tet Truce" was terminated. The
information was passed on to all Group units. All units went on an alert
statug, .

G=3 .
ONRTHY N rxmvrme o o



A . gl

DECLASS,’FIED »
Autharity AR oF5 4;,72

& LU vaps s

Reproduced at the Nalional Archives

CONFIDENTIAL

“Annex  (Artillery) to TET Offensive After Action Report (U) (Cont)

, (d) From 310001H Jan to 0l1800H Feb, numercus intel-
ligence reports indicated meny groups, of approximatly 50 VC in each group,
were moving toward Xuan Loc. By 312000H intelligence indicated many
villages along Hwy 1 and arcund Xuan Loc were gontrolled by the VC, Many
villages and ARVN RF/PF outposts were recelving mortar, small arms, and
automatic weapons fire, and ground attacks. Increased visual reconneissance
indicated old trails showed signs of recent use, increased civilian activity
in ard near villages and hamlets, with soms of the villages abandoned. At
011500H the National Police reported many people moving into Xuan Loc,

15158 all FWMF in Xuan Loc went on red alert. Other reports indicated in-
creased activity in and within 15004 of Xuan Loc. VG were reported in 5
locations around the Xusn Loc perimeter, ' C/7/9 and C/1/83 fired many
missions in support of outposts under sattack,

(2) The actual attack and events from 011800H to 031200H Feb,
(a) At O11805H several VC compenies were reported to be

advancing on Xuan Loc from different directions. (Later these enemy forces
were thought to be elements of the Long Khanh Provincial Battalion, Xuan

Loc Sapper Unit, and up to a battalion size force of the 84 Rear Service
.Group, The total estimated enemy strength was 300-500 men}. Blooking fires
were fired, but visual reconnaissance indicated nothing, At 020120H Hgs

2/35, C/7/9, and MACV compounds came under a small arms and mortar attack.
Within 10 minutes elements all over the Xuen Loc ares were under heavy

mortar attack., The Counter Mortar Plan was initiated immediately, Almost all
friendly elements were recelving small arms and mortar fire. As the attack
continued, defensive concentrations, on ¢all illumination, ard contact

missions were fired.

(b) By 020200H the intensity of the attack increased.
Units in the 2/35 Compound (see I&,1,) suffered 1 KIA and 14 WIA from
mortaers and small arms fire. Throughout the night and next morning they received
“an. estimated 85 60mm mortar rounds inside the compound, At 020300H the Xuan
Loc Gate 2 was in danger of being overrun. C/1/83 fired devastatingly close
8" howitzer support for the 52nd ARVN Ranger Battalion and their fires were
credited with stopping the assault. From 020311H to 020400H the 54th
Artillery Group compound was under small arms and M=79 grenade fire. The
majority of this fire was directed at Post 5 on the west side of the compound .
At 020335H the 2/35 compound started receiving & heavy ground assault
supaorted by heavy automatic weapons fire. The enemy was repelled with small
arms fire, Throughout this attack, the cannoneers continued to man their
places, At approximately 020445H C/1/83 compound started receiving mortars
and small arms fire. The Counter Mortar Plan was continued. Finally, after
several attempts, at 020505H the Dustoff ship was able to land at the 2/35
compound when the attack subsided for a few minutes, 15 minutes later the
18th ARVN Div compound, scross the street from the S4th Group Hqs., started

- recelving mortar fire again. Agiin the Counter Mortar Plan was fired. From
020530H to 020700H C/7/9 and G/1/83 continued to fire close support for
friendly elements in contact in Xuan Loc and within 1500M of Xusn Loc. At
020700 the 2/35 compound started receiving intense small arms amd heavy
mortar fire as well as MACV at 0720H and the 18th ARVN Div compound at O730H.
The Counter Mortar Plan was again put into effect. At 020800H contact in
the immediate Xuan Loc ares was broken,

-/
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(c) Group units in the Yuan Loc area remained on a partial
alert throughout the day. Intelligence reports indicated that Xuan Loc
would be hit again on the might of 2 Feb, For the remainder of the daylight
hours, C/1/83 and C/7/9 continued to fire suppert for ‘outlying patrols, out-
posts, &nd other ground elements in contact. They also fired blocking

- fires, withdrawal routes, and targets of opportunity fourd by visual regon-
nalssanch of aerial cbservers, Sniper fire was sporadic but continued
thrbughout, the day on 54th Growp Hgs, C/1/83 and G/7/9 compounds,

- ' (d) By 021500H enemy activity increased in the Xuan Loc
area, in the form of sniper fire, automatic weapons fire, road blocks and
reports of sighting of V0., At 0202400H all friendly elements in the Xuan
Loc area were under small arms sttack axd the 2/35 compound end 18th ARVN
Div compound were receiving mortar fire, The area along the north and
northeast perimster of Xuan Loc was under the heaviest attack, with the
2/35 colpound taking the brunt of the attack. At 02224H the Counter
Mortar Plan was fired. At 022255H G/7/9 fired direct fire &t & mortar
positlon end personnel 300M from their position, The automatic weapons and
mortar firing ceased. At this time the VG were reported regrouping in the
‘Gatholic Ghurch, At 022330H the Xuan Lo Gate 2 was again under attack.
0/1/8%fired 35-8" rounds routing the eneny and helping the 52nd ARVN
Ranger Battalion to maintain control of the gate, (NOTZ: 1., See
attached letter of appreciation from the 52nd ARVN Ranger Battalion,)
Captain Nightingale and his counterpart feel that the VC were waiting on
their ownl mortar barrage to start their att-ck, When G/1/83 started firing,
the VG mtarted to asssult, thinking 1t was the start of their own barrage.
The VC charged into a d?evéstatinglf*accurate' and timely 8" artillsry bar~
rage instead. (Results - 80 VG KTA). ‘ X

(8) Starting at 030030H the 2/35 compound received 45-60
o and 4~8lmm mortars inside the compound. Within 5 minutes mortars started
lending 50~100M north of the: 54th Group aotpound. *About ’OBQIOOH‘ﬂte-liige.m
reports indicated approximately 100 people were moving east to west toward
Xuan‘Loc, Again the Counter Mortar Plan was fired. From 030100H to 030200H,
several sightings of 100 VC were reported. Illumination was fired, but the
slghtings could not be confirmed. By 030200H the VC were in Xuan Log,
Illumination was fired for the alratrip, MACV gompourd, and Gate 2 sach time the
VC assaulted until 030607H, At this time, withdrawal route targets were
fired, Throughout the day C/7/9 and G/1/83 continued to fire on targsts
of opportuwilty, and in support of friefdly elements in sontact, Again sniper
fire was sporadic all day. ’
" (3) Significant events from 0312006 to 182400H Feb,

: : (a) On 4 Feb there’was still mch detivity in"the aréa ang
numerous repérts of contact, but Xusn Loc was not attackad, C/1/83 fired
its 175am guns 1h support of a RF/PF outpost under heavy ground attack,
Captain Mullen; the 18th 4RVN Div-officer o duty, réported thab thg Féunds
burst*in the middle of the attacking fores, “kd1ling an unknown “Simber of Ve
and dispersing the remainder. Ths battery was firing-at a range of 13 miles,
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- (b) Om § Feb, ¢/1/83 and C/7/9 fired fuze VI for friendly

elements in heavy contact; the results were 18 VO KIA (BC). At 2330H a
village in the vic YT4905 reported VC on the perimeter with loudspeakars
ordering them to set out food., The VC said they had taken Seigon, Bien
Hoa, Long Binh and Xusn Loc and would take their village if they did not
obey. ©/7/9 fired 10-16émm rounds with fuze VI, The loudspeakers were
silenced. The RF/PF personnel said the rounds landed in the middle of the
VC. All that could be seen the next morning were blood treils,

(¢) On 6 Feb C/7/9 aid C/1/83 supported ARVN qperations
with preparations and on call fire. A4 PF outpost reported 1 Co of VG in
the area with the civilians running for protection, C/7/9 fired 12 rounds
of ‘105mn,  There was negat:!.w survelllance except that the people s,top‘ped.

running.

Co ‘{d) on 7, 8, and 9 Feb, the VO continued to harass with
occasional sniper fire, directed primarily at the 2/34, compound,

{s) On 10 Feb a message from General Weyand sald that there
could possibly be attacks country wide. All elements went on alert tut
there waa no attack on Xuan Loc. -

' {2) During 1l and 12 Feb, the village of Binh Loc had
heavy t‘lghting inside and outside the villa.ge. C/7/9 and C/1/83 fired on
Anfiltration routes, Some of the artillery was adjusted to within 200M
of the perimeter, Blood tralls were the only surveillance the next
mo_rning. .

(g) From 13 to 18 Feb, the Xuan Loc ares slowly returned
to normal " On 14 Peb, C/7/9 fired on 5 VG in the open, They did not get
out of the area, but no bodles could be counted. Assumed 5 VC KIA, For
the rest of the reporting period, we continued to exploit targets to the
fulleat, firing on a platoon digging in, lights, enemy base camps, foot
bridges, a VC platoon in the open, suspect assembly areas, and a suspect
Ve reg:lmnt. ) _

(4) Fe.c'bs pertinant to the Battle of Xuan Lac,

— : (a) The accu:ra.oy and response of the US Artillery ﬁ.res were
outstanding, This statement was expressed in various ways in conversations
with LTC Hutchins, the Long Khanh Sector Senior Advisor, Major Scarborough,
the 18th ARWN Div G3 Advisor, Major Diedecker, the 18th ARVN Div Artillery
Advisor, Captain Nightingale, the 52nd ARVN Ranger Battalion Sentor Advisor,
Thieu Ta Hguyen Hiep, the 52nd ARVN Ranger Battalion Comander,” and Captain
Mullen, from. the 18th ARVN Div TOC. _

1. The accuracy can be atributed to training in the
g:zn of gumnery and ﬁ.ring battery tasts, 1nspect:lons, and VT conducted
up. wid"

2+ The quick response was due to many factors.

K3
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#e« Clearance of fires was expedited. The
seordination betwsen 54th Artillary Group Hgs TOC, 18th ARVN Div TOC R
" 18th ARVN Div Artillery TOC, MACV, Long Khanh Sector, 2/35, ¢/1/9, end
C/1/83 was outstanding, :

. ke The 54th Group Operations Cemter Chief (0CC)
received, platted, sssigned, oontrolled and coordinated all the US Artillery
fire missions. He, in conjunction with the 18th ARVN Div Artillery TOG,
assigned the priority of fires, Missions were assigned and the observer
and firing battery were married up on the proper frequency. The OGC
monitored the fire missions maintaining centralized control. Double gheck
safety procedures were used in receiving, plotting, clearing, and trans-
mitting the missions to the firing batteries.

g+ The firing units also used the double check
syatem In processing the missions, As & result, accuracy and safety were
not. sacrificed for rapld response, Very closs artillery support was given
with no incidents and no accidents. The mgjordty of the missions were close
support miassicons fired while the firing batteries were under heavy mortar
and small arms fire. The 8" howitzers delivered devastating fire and:were
instrumental in preventing the 52rd ARVN Rangers Battalion from being ovep-
run, Gate 2 teken, and possibly the southern section of Xuen Loc from
being overrun,

(b) Although the 4RVN artillery provided some support, there
vere only 2-105mm howitzers in Xuan Loc during the attacks. The majority
of the fire support was provided by the 54th Airtillery Group,

(¢) According to the 18th ARVN Div G2 Advisor's report
and the sequence of events outlined above, the 2/35 compourd, containing
©/7/3, was one of the primary targets of both sttacks on Xuan Loc, The.
devastating effect of the 105mm howitzer was known to the eneny prior to
the attack and was shown to him at point blank range during the attack,
Forty rounds were fired divect fire silencing enemy small arms and mortars .
The following day, blood tralls were located in the area, Two days later
10 VC bodies were found in the area, and a shallow grave with 6 more bodies
Were uncovered just cutside the north perimster of the compound, |

On the morning and might of 2 Feb, C/7/9 and Hgs 2/35 received approxi -
mately 150 rounds of 60mm and 8lmn mortars plus intense automatic weapaons
fire. G/7/9 fired over 50 missions at enemy locations, counter mortar tar-
gots, Illumination, and blocking fires, often as many as 4 different migsions
simultaneously, The majority of these miaslons were fired while the battery
vas under intense smell arms and mortar fire. As a result, one man was
killed in amction and 13 were wounded in action, Three (3) men were evacuated
by helicopter-. Two. (2) gun seotions had as many as 4 wounded gt one time »
yet continued to deliver requested fire, It was necessary to raorganize

. howitzer sections, reestabligh wire commnications to the guns, evaouate
wounded, resupply smmunition e:d continue to deliver requested fire support,
Those individuals not involved in ths above, were manning the perimeter and
defending it with small arms ard orew served weapons, Two (2} VC wers

s
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killed by small arms, one while trying to cross the barbed wire on the
perimater. Despite the intense morter and emall arms fire, the perimater
was held intact, Fire discipline was effectively employed and enforced,
Morale and espirit of the units remained at a high level, The howitzer
sections ware resupplied with emmunition dispite the fact that the 3/4
tons truck that was being used received over 24 rounds of automatic weapons
fire through its windshield, doors, fenders, canvas, and tires.

On the night of 4 Feb, an emergency resupply of ammunition was obtained
at 2130H at the Xuan Loc airstrip by a group of 12 volunteers from C/7/9,
The convoy recelved small arms fire golng to end at the airstrip, but wers
able to obtain the ammunition so that the battery could continue its mission.

The close coordination between C/7/9 and Hys 2/35 was outstanding in
providing close continuous support and preventing the enemy from penetrating
into Xuan Loc through their perimeter. Thelr actions wers. highly commendable,

- (d) Competition between C/1/83 and G/7/9 was keen, When a
fire mission was monitored on the radic by both units, the race was on to
gee who would be ready tov fire first. The correct caliber weapon for the
mission was often the deciding factor in assigning the mission., Both units
acted and responded in the best tradition of the artillery,

(e) A4s more intelligence was received prior to and after
the 2 attacks, the number of B&I fires were increased, In addition, counter
mortar and counter racket targets were often fired as H&I's,

(f) Maximum use was made of intelligence in providing
targets for artillery. Because so many targets were fired at night or
based on intelligence reports and therefore unobserved, it is assumed that
there were many more kills by artillery than were reported. It is '
important to note that many of the reports of intelligence could not have
been acted upon es quickly or at all without artillery,

(g) Previous lessons learned that had been put into effect
before the attack:

Defensive concentrations, final protective fires, and on call illumination
for 54th irtillery Group Hq's, 2/35 Compound, C/1/83 Compound, MACV Compound,
Long Khanh Sector Compound, 18th ARVN Div GCompound, and Blackhorse Base
Camp were plannsd and assigned to the appropriate units,

(h) New lessons learned and now in effect:

. 1s Four target lists have besn planned and will be
put into effect in the event of an attack,

8¢ Proplanned assembly area targets will be
fired first depending op the urgency of the attack,

b. Preplanned infiltration route targets will be
fired second until more specifio intelligence dictates othervises.. -
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§» Preplannad on-call defensive concentrations
will be fired if called for and an attack is actually initiated.

v do Freplanned exfiltration route targets will
be fired as the enemy withdraws from the area, 4

S | vt 2¢ A 1125,000 scale firtng chart has been set up in
‘the '54%h Group T0G with surveyad observation tower locstions plotted on i%,
These' towers are manned after dark, Spottings from these locations with
azimuth end rahge, can be plotted to pinpoint the epemy rocket and mortar
Toeations, - o s

‘ S 2. The 175wm guns of C/1/83 were registered with
zone 1 at close range to ald in firing close-in counter mortar targets,

4s Pergomnnel bunkers have been increased and
strengthened. .

4e A berm around the entire 54th Artillery Group
Hq's Compound is being constructed. It will be completed es men and equip~
.ment becoms available, .

¢s lst Infantry Divis_ion Artillery:

‘ (1} The week preceding the TET holidays found the lst Infantry
Division irtillery positioned from Di in, north to Phu Loi, Normandy/Sieily,
Lai Khe, along Thunder Road and up to Juan Loi,. During this period, a
distinet increase in enemy movement throughout. the Division TAOI was noted,
This included nightly contgct north of Lei Khe at the Thunder Road NDP's,
Also during this period, there was an increasse in intelligence reports in the
Division area which confirmed heavy enemy movement. In reaction to the
increase of intelligence targets and contacts, the volume of artillery fire
increased sharply, o o )

: (2) During the early morning hours of 31 January 1968, the Lai
Ehe and Quan Loi Base Camps came under heavy mortar, recdllless rifle, and
rocket attecks, The attack at Lai Khe began at 0300 hours and continued
sporadically until 1918 hours, 'This included nins separate attadks with a
total of fifty 82m mortar rounds, twenty-one 75mm recoilless rifle rounds,
and fifty-thres 122um rockets, During this same tims, Quan Lol received
seventeen 60mm mortar rounds, Artillery fires were used to the maximm to
attack known and suspected positions, using merial observers to deliver
:I.nte,_ns_ivq fires when sightings were made of the enemy launch positions,

( (3) From the first attack on 31 Janusry through 18 February, Lati
Ehe Base Camp suffered one hundred eightesn separate attacks which included
over four hundred rounds of recoilless rifle; mortsrs, and rockets, During
the same period, Quan Loi experienced fourteen separate attacks from eighty
seven mortar and rocket rounds. On 4 February Phu Loi Base Camp Teceived
an attack of more than sixty 82mm mortar rounds, On 18 February, Phu Loi
Base Camp hed six separate rocket attacks which included eighty elght

incoming rounds,

- X
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£ (4) To better meet the enemy's ground threat with resources
avallable 1t was necessary to reposition batteries on & daily basis, The
8% howlizer battery moved south from Thunder V to better cover the Lai Khe
area; the 155 battery at Thunder X moved north to more adequately cover .

" convoys ‘coming south from Loc Ninh, returning to Thunder X when the convoys
had cleared; a 105 battery was moved to a field position northwest of Lai
Khe to support the infantry in their search for rocket sites; a fourth
lighthorse mortar platoon was ‘organized from resourcdes within the unit to
suppert infantry operations in the southern Lam Son area; a 105 battery was
moved from Lai Khe south to Di An for additional support in that area. In
general it may be said that artillery support shifted south in order to meet
the threat of increased snmemy activity between Lai Khe and Saigon,

. (5) Dus to the fraquent attacks, amerial observers were kept in
the air over one or all the base camps at all times. Sightings of rockets
or mortars being fired were immediately taken under artillery fire. Also,
during that period, suppressive fires were used both day and night on known
and suspected launch sites and storsge areas, The effectiveness of the
artillery fires (and air strikes) can be seen from the fact that 43 secondary
explogions occured in the Lal Khe area and 54 explosions were observed in the
Phu Lol areada the village of An My, which was apparently an ammnition
cache for the 273d NV4 Regiment and other units going through the area.

(6) To give an indication of the heavy artillery fires during
this period, the average of daily fires was increased as follows:s

GALIEER . ERIOR TO TET GFFENSIVE DURING TET OFFENSIVE

105mm 2376 rounds per day 5616 rounds per day
155mm 925 rounds per day 1459 rounds per day
4e2 in 1100 rounds per day 1570 rounds per day
8 in 200 rounds per day 235 rounds par day

- (7) During the TET Offensive, well over ome thousand’ VC were
killed (confirmed by actual body count) by the BIG RED ONE. Although it is
imposeible to delineate exactly the percentages of enemy killed by various
means, one estimate is that approximately 70% of Communist lossgs wers due to
artillery and air strikes, Additionally numerous reports from PON's have
indicated that' their units had been hard hit by artillery, not only in actual
attacks ‘tut in the movement south prior to launching the offensive, The 273d
Reglment is the prime example of a regiment mads ineffective by Artillery fire
beforp it could reach ; ts objective, Bodies uncowered by lst Infantry units
throughout this periocd have shown a large proportion of deaths due to artil-
lery shell fragments., I

"~ de 9th Infant:y Division Artillery:
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) “ .~ (1) Pre-TET Situstions -Prior to mid-morning on 30 January
-1968, 9th Inf Div operations had been typical s manths go in Vietnam,

- Combat_action within the 9th Div TACR had bean light and scattered. Prior
to tHs' colmencement of TET 9th Inf Div units were operating as followss

. "{a) 1at Brigade: Continued Operation RILEY with three
maneuver battalions. 2/39 Inf continued recon in force opns in SE portion
of A0 Fingers, ~TF 4~39 Inf continued the miselon of Bearcat, Binh Son and
Long Thanh security, conducting dey and night petrolling operstions, Ist
Bn, 11lth drty wes assigoed migsion of DS 1lst Brigade, 4-1-11 Arty occupied
FSPB 4pple (vic Grid YT. 28-10) in support of 3/5 ACR operaticns slong High-
way 1, between Bien Hoa and Xuan Log, on 20 Jan 68, A4-1-11 Arty remained at
FSPB Apple until 1230 hours, 14 Feb 68, at which time the battery displaced

to Bearcat.

- (b) 2d Brigade: Continued Operation CORONADO X with two
maneuver battalions and Navy TF 117, Mobile Riverine Force established posi-
tions in Giao Duc District, western Dinh Tuong province and My 4n District,
sastern Kien Phoung province to interdict enemy linss of communication
during the TET truce pericd. 3d Bn, 34th Arty was attached to 2d Brigade,

‘ (¢) 3d Brigade: Continued Operation ENTERPRISE with three
maneuver battalions. 24 Bn, 4th Arty assigned mission of DS 3d Brigade,

. (d) The RTA-VR continued operations in Nhon Trach District,
vith night patrolling from company beses, waterborne patrols and rosdrunner
operatlions along Highvay 15,

(e) Task Forece Forsyth. and Funston continuwed the defense of
the Division Base Camps at Bearcat and Dong Tam, respectively, by conducting
local offensive operations, L )

» (£) Batteries 4, B, and C, 3d Bn, 34th Arty, moved to
FSPB's Georgla (XS065616), Arkensas (WS918403) and Alabema (WS94355045),

respectively in support of TET defensive positioning,

, (g) 1st Bn, 8ith irty assigned mission of GS 9th Division,
Prior to TET 2 guns from C Battery, lst Bn, 84th Arty (155T) were located

at French Fort (vie Grid X5895614) in eupport of 3d Brigade and Rung Sat
Special Zone (RSSZ). ’

. (n) C Battery, 2d Bn, 35th krty (155 SP( was attached to
1st Bn, 84th Arty, with miseion of reinforeing fires of 3d Bn, 34th Arty.

(1) Disposition of 9th Div Arty and attached units prior

to TET:
Div Arty HQ Besrocst C O rriv2o04
4-1-11 Arty ' PSPB Apple Yrze2100
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nlt Location/Nage Geid
B-1-11 Arty Bearcat ¥T161022
C-1-11 Arty Binh Son/FSPB Grey ¥5208933
A=2-/, Arty Rach Kien XS7,3698 .
B=2m4 Arty Ben Luc XS630756
{2 tubes)
B-2-/, Arty " Binh Phuoc 5608552
(4 tubes)
C-2~4 Arty Tan Tru 25653622
D-24, Arty FSPB Eagle X8522755
4-3-34 Mrty FSPB Georgla XS065616
B-3-3/ Arty FSPB Florida Ws987554,
C-3-34 Arty  FSPB Alabama WS94355045
A-1-8/ Arty Bearcat YT177002
B~1-84 Arty Dong Tam XS411434
Ce1-84 Arty French Fort 5895614
(2 tubes)
C-1-84 Arty  Tan An 15547638
(2 tubes) .
C-1-84 Arty Tan An South XS528653
(2 tubes)
D-1-84, Arty Long Thanh YS136923
C-2-35 Arty FSPB Loulsiana WS977404

coasefire ggreement, 9th Inf Div units received seri
the night of 29 Jan 68, to include probing actions,
fire across the Diwv TAOR with reports of more serious incidenta from the Delts

(2) TET Ceasefire Truce:s Following commencement of the TET

o3 of enemy contacts during
emall arms and mortar

to the DMB, By mid-morning 30 Jan, the TET cease=fire. agreement had been
This message was followed by reparts of incldents snd an enemy

torminated,

buildup in the Long Binh/Bien Hoa areas.

I1 FFV instructed 9th Div to move

a Machanized Inf Battalion (2-47 Inf) from Bearcat north as a reasction force

" aouth of the Long Binh complex,
(Grid ¥5210800) to Bearcat in s
mination of TET truce MRF cond

B-1=11 Arty displaced from FSPB Brown
upport of offensgive .operations. Upon ter-
ucted riverine operstions and interdiction of

linea of communications on supply routes. They aspumed intensification

operations poised toward aggressive resumption within the areas of operation,

/ |
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L (3). 31 January 1968: In mid-morning B Compeny, 4-30 Inf
displaced from Binh Son to Bien Hoa, Intelligence reports revealed that
Long Than (village) would be attacked., As 9th Inf Div resumed en offensive
postura the following arty units displaced in gupport of manesuver units as
indicated below: . .

(a) D=2-4 Arty displaced from FSPB Zagle (X5522955) te
Tan An, closing 1400 hours.

(b) Two guns, C-1-84th Arty displaced from Grid XS552865
to Twn An, closing 1655 hours.

: (¢) 4-3-34 Arty displaced to FSPB Florida (WS987554). HQ,
2/i Arty, B-2~4 Arty, C-2-4 Arty, Long Binh, French Fort and Long Thanh all
reported receiving mortar rounds during the day. A-1-84 Arty and C-1-11 Arty
(both located at Bearcat) fired in support of Long Thanh mortar ettack,

(d) At 1630 hours, 2d Bde (and 3d Bn, 34th Arty) became
PCON to IV Corps. 24 Brigade was directed to put one company in My Tho to
.agsist ARVN elements at that loce.‘tion.

Ammunition expenditures in support of 9th Div Opns follow:
Observed Fire: 66 missions, 1627 rds 105, 188 rds 155, 14 rds &7,

Unobserved Fire (H&I): 132 missions, 377 rds 105, 340 rds 155, 96
rds B)I.‘ . .

Spt of ARWN: 25 missions, 309 rds 105, 105 rds 155.

_ (4) On 1 February 1968: Missions of 9th Div Arty units
follows: . : :

. {a) 1st Bn, 1lth 4rty: DS lat Bde, which continued Opn
RILEY with 4=39 Inf (+) continuing security of Bearcat/Binh Son/Long Thanh/
Long Binh mission, :

{b) 2d Bn, 4th Artys DS 3d Bde, which continued Operetion
ENTERPRISE with three maneuver battalions. 3/39 Inf conducted opns and
received several mortar attacks during the night at French Fort, Reaction
included counter mortar artillery fire (from G-1-84 Arty) on suspected mortar
positions vic X8896634 and X5896628,

- (c) 3d Bn 34th Arty: Attached 24 Bde (Mobile Riverine
Force)s MRF continued Opn CORONADO X with two mansuver battalions and Navy
TF 117, MRF conducted beach landings at Cai Be then reverted to an alert pos-
ture for possible deployment to Dong Tam. - At 1200 hours, 23 Brigade began
moving to Dong Tam per instructions from IV Corpss 4t 1515 hours the 24 Bde
commenced an ettack on My Tho. The 2d Bde maintainad en atteck posture thru
the remainder of the day in My Tho, attackling from the My Tho rivéF north
along the water reservoir. 24 Bde unlis fought with VC/NVA forges for two

\/days. Alded by sir strikes and arty, the ground troops finslly smashed the ~
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remnants of an estimated three VO battalions. My Tho casualty figures '
indicated more than 115 enemy dead, agalnst nine US killed and 86 wounded.
Support was characterized by extremely close support fires placed in the
City of My Tho. 3d Bn, 34th Arty ammmnitlon expenditures during the My Tho

campalgn are as follows:

Date : Expenditures
1 Feb 68 4374
‘2Feb 68 C 2275
3 Feb 68 ‘ 1509

o (d) 1st Bn, 84th Arty: GS 9th Inf Div (with 2 tubes,
C~1~84 Arty positionad at French Fort). _
Tan Tru, French Fort and Dong Tam underwent mortar attacks, 24 Bn, 4th
Avty displaced two tubes from B Battery (from Bimh Phuoe) to Binh Chanh
* (XS720791), Also, B-2~4 Arty displaced two tubes from Binh Chanh to Ben
Iue (¥56375) at 1115 hours, B and C Batteries, 3d Bn, 34th Arty displaced
from XS015358 to PSPB Britton (XS088415) at 0845H end returned to Dong Tem
at 1415 houra, 24 Bn, 4th Arty exceeded Battalion ASR by 300 rounds due
to contact missions. G Btry, lst Bn, 84th Arty fired an area mission (grid
X5480543) at 11,5 hours resulting in 4 VC KIA (BC) and 6 VC WI4A, 9th Div
Arty was alerted to meke provlsions for an advance FSE to be located at
Dong Tam in support of future operations,

Ammunition expenditures in support of 9th Div Opns follow:

Unit Np Misgions Expenditures
lst Bn, 1lth Arty = 51 42
21 Bn, 4th Arty 61 2188
1 Bn, 34th Arty 66 | 4374
lst Bn, 84th Arty 98 798

(5) 2 Pebruary 1968: Brigade and Div Arty missions remain
unchanged; however, arty displacemants were made as follows:

(a) B Btry, lst Bn, 1lth Arty displaced from Bearcat to
YT101019,

(b) A-3-34th Arty displaced (via airlift) from Dong Tam

~ ‘Yo FSPB Pisza (grid XS4385), closing at 1205 hours, in support of 2-39 Inf,
3-39 Inf and 2-60 Inf operations in Ben Tre, As the VC tried to fles Ben Tre

thru an open fleld, they were obliterated by rocket, machine gun and arty fire,

More than 150 enemy were killed and a variety of weapons and ammmition

were captured.,

(e) B Btry, 3d Bn, 34th ¢'i-’LElPJ--&u:ef:l Dong Tam closin
at Grid X5263992, » 4G 50 Arty ai g Tem closing

(d) B Btry, 2d Bn, 4th Arty (2 tubes) displaced Ber Luc
for Binh Phuog,

N
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- (e) B & C Batteries, 3d Bn, 34th Arty closed FSPB Yankee
¢ (XS167402) at 1215 hours, ,

. _ (f) D=2, Arty displaced from Tan to vie XS235497, closing
approximately 1400 hours.

Ammunition Expenditures in support of 9th Div Opns follaw:

Unit - Np Miggion Expenditures
lat Bn, 1lth Arty 24 238
24 Bn, 4th Axty ‘ &by T4l
34 Bn, 34th Arty 29 ' 2275
1st Bn, 8th Arty 97 1274

9th Div Arty established a forward FSE at Dong Tam in support of opms,
which still remains in effect to date.

(6) 3 Pebruary 1968: Dong Tam was again attacked by mortars,
at which time the Base Defense counter mortar program was fired in support,
4 Battery, lst Bn, llth irty displaced, from grid IT101019 to Bearcat,
closing at 1037 hours..

The US District sdvisor, Long Thanh District reported a RF outpost
under attack and requested ertillery in support. D=l=84th Arty and A~-1-84th
Arty fired in support of 4RVN outpost vie grid YS106944. .

Ammnition expenditures for 3 Feb 68 follow:

Unit Nr Missions xpenditures
- 1st Bn, 1lth Arty 46 525
2‘d Bn, 4th Arty 36 v B45
3d Bn, 34th Arty 21 1509

1st Bn, 84th arty 95 - 942

(7) 4 February 1968: No significant change in mission
asslgnment were noted this date, Howewer the following displacements were
nade in support of operations, )

(a) D-2-4 Arty deperted grid X5235497, closing Dong Tam at
1445 hours, Mission assigned was GS of TF Funston and OPCON to 1st Bn, 84th

Arty. .

(b) B~3-34 Arty displaced FSPB Yankee (IS167403) at 1345
hours, closing FSPB Whiskey (XS046350) at 1527 hours. o

C-1-11 Arty and A-1-84 Arty both fired in supgort of ARWN outpost under
attack in Long Thanh District, o v
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Ammuniition expenditures for 4 Feb 68 follow:

Unit Np Missions Expenditures
lat Bn, llth Arty 50 515
2d Bn, 4th Arty 53 1678 .
' 3d Bn, 34th Arty 75 4169
lst Bn, 84th Arty 78 780

©  (8) 5 February 1968: 24 Bn, 4th Arty exceeded Bn ASR by 700
rounds due to contact missions fired in support of mneuver units. B Btry,
3d Bn, 34th Arty displaced from FIPE Whiskey (X5046350) to. FSPB Tango (XS074346)

closing at 1500 hours,
Ammunition expenditures for § Feb 68 follow:

Unit Np Missions Expenditures
1st Bn, 11th Arty 27 351
24 Bn, 4th Arty 60 » 1833
3d Bn, 34th Arty 32 1909
1st Bn, 84th Arty 103 -~ 1094

(9) Defense of Long Thanh: Artillery support rendered the
Long Thanh District caused the VC to abort several pra-planned large scale
attacks due to the timely and accurate delivery of artillery fires from
Bearcat.

Post strike analysis conducted by members of the Long Thanoh district
edvisory team (Nr 98) indicated that the rapid fires delivered by 9th Inf
Div &rty have prevented the ccecupation of several key outpost positions by
the VG, ' .

e. 25th Infantry Division Artillery:

(1) General: At the beginning of the TET Offensive, the bulk

of the 25th Division's Artillery was located in War Zone C, participating in
Operation Yellowstone, Signs of increased activity to the south of War Zone G
before the TET offensive began, and a general lack of significant contaet or
slghtings in War Zone C had indicated that Operation Yellowstone was drawing
to a close. One of the principle Fire Supoort Bases for Yellowstone, Beau-
regard at Bo Tuc, had already been closed and the units had returned to

Katum, On the 28th of January, the twa remaining batteries at FSB Burt, the
scone of the major battle during Yellowstone, moved south with & Mech Bn over
roads not previously traveled during the dry season campaign, These two

J
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batteries, A-3-13 and B-2-77 were still slowly working down Route 244 with
the 2-22 Moch when the brief TET truce ended at 0945 on the morning of the
30th. Except for these two units, the rest of the Divislon's artillery
unite were in good locations to smoothly make the subsequent rapid shift of
forces to the southern end of the Divislon's TAOI.

(2) Actions During TET Campaign: : ‘

The first two units which activly participated in the actual counter=-
offensive were Btry C, 6-~77th Arty who moved to the vicinity of Tan Son Nhut
4ir Base to support the 3d Sqdnm, 4th €av, and Btry C, 1-8th irty who moved to
Hoc Mon to support elements of the 24 Bde operating in that area. These moves
bagen late in the evening of the 3Jlst of January, and the batterles were ready
to support the action which began the following day,

The tempo of artillery movemsnt slowed somewhat between the 3lst of
January and the 5th of February, although the tempo of action increased.
The artillery units were able to support most action in the southern TAOI
from compound positiong of FSB's that were occupied on the lst of February..
The units participating in Yellowstone were repositionsd in an orderly fashion,

‘and calibers were located to give maximum flexibility as the situation

developed in the south.

The remaining moves wers accomplished without major incidents, Ewen
though travel by almost all roads becams quite dangerous, no ambushes were
attempted of batteries. One particular dangerous spot was located along the
road lesding south from Cu Chi, The VG had constructed reinforced concrete
bunkers near .p Cho (XT7008} no more than 1000 meters from the road. The
presence of the bunkers prevented fres movemsnt of convoys between Gu Ghi and
Salgon. :fter a number of unsuccessful attempts to soften with air strikes,
indirect artillery fire and assault with infantry, the answer was founl in the
form of 8" howitzers firing assault fire on the bunkers.

The availabllity of Force artillery units, to ®mver areas within the
Division's TAOI slightly weakened by the movement of forces to the south,
was a great help in retaining & proper balance of support for mansuver elements
and centralized control for the Divlision Artillery, The movement ard coverage
planning whichiad gone into Operation Yellowstone, made the return to the
south a somewhat routine action, and provided the continuous close support
which the infantry required.

f. 199th Infantry Brigade (Separate} (Light) Artillery:

(1) Artillery combat operations during the period 14 January - 17
Fe‘DrUary‘ 1967- . i

{a) Artillery support was provided the 199th Brigade 8 elements
by the 2d Battalion, 40th Artillery, In order to insure extensive support, the
battalion established liaison and close coordination with other artillery
units within range. During the period 14 Jan to 17 Jan 1968, the 24 Battalion
Iﬁoth grrtillery coordinated artillery fires and supported or anwered calls for

re from:
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1+ US Elements.
Be 199th Infantry Brigade
b II Field Force artillery
' g 10lst Airborne Division
de 2d Buttalion, 13th drtillery
8¢ MACT Headquarters
£. 7th Battalion, Bth Artillery
2. Republic of Vietnam Elements,
& ARVN alements and Advisors ;t Tan Uyen

b. Regional Force/Popular Force Units in AQ
Uniontown and Binh Chanh

¢+ Dong Nai Sensitive Area Command
d. III ARVN Corps Headquarters
3. Australian Task Force,

(b) Task Organization of Artillery:

A Battery, 2/40th irty DS 2/3 Inf
B Battery, 2/40th Arty Ds 3/7 Inf
C Battery, 2/40th Arty DS 4/12 Inf
4 Battery, 2/40th Arty DS 3/7 Inf (9-17 Fsbg
B Battery, 2/40th Avty DS 3/7 Inf (9-17 Feb

' (c) The artillery displaced to the following positiona in
order to effect maximum coverage of the Brigade's areas of operationa: At
' the beglnning of this reporting period Bn Hg (=) was at IT076122; A Battery,
2/43%h drtillery at ¥T216135; B Battery, 2/40th drtillery at XS712795; G
Battery, 2/40th Artillery at YT032172,

UNIT
C Battery (-) Y1102207  Hotel 21 Jan 68 Convoy-
A Battery (-g YT102207  Hotel 24 Jan 68 Convoy
4 Battary (-) YT076122  Cemp Frengell 24 Jan 68 Convoy
' Jones '
¢ Battery (-) YT032172  Goncord 2, Jan 68 Convoy
Btry (=) 1/83 OPCON  YT102207 Hotel 27 Jan 68 In Location
B Battery (=) X881329046 Saigon Race 3 Fob 68 Convoy
' Track )
B Battery (-) X5712795  Zinderneuf 4 Feb 68 Convoy
€ Battery TT079044  Turtle 7 Feb 68 Convoy
A Battery (=) ¥I076122  Camp Frensell 7 Feb 63 Convoy
Junes
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Btry (-) 1/83 Released  Hotel 7 Feh &8 In Location
’ from OPCON
A Battery X5796950 Ton Son Nhut 9 Fab 68 CH-47
C Battery (=) YI076122  Camp Frenzell 9 Feb 68 Convoy
* Jones

{d) Utilization of artillery.
1+ Fire support of units in contact.

2+ LZ Preps and supporting fires during airmobile
assaults extractlions,

3+ Direct fire into close in enamy locations.

' 4. False preps of areas to confuss the enemy and add surpri
surprise to actual airmobile assaults,

5. Rec_on by fire for manesuver elements.

&+ Defensive concentrations were integrated into mortar
plans and were fired to support defensive positions.

7. H&I's, and satuarations were used against known
and suspected VG locations, trails, streams and other likely sources of
movement.

8s High Burst, White Phosphorus, as check points for
ambushes and to aid the infantry in lend navigation,

9e Practice missions for tralning of infantry for-
ward observers.

(e) Artillery ammunition expenditure for each operation
during this reporting period was as followsz

Uniontown I (14 Jan - 02 Feb 68)

MISSIONS HE WP oI
Support 415 6727 447 Thd
H&I's 1536 2020 137 ' 0

Uniontown II (02 - 07 Feb 68)

MISSIONS HE WP I
Support, 88 1077 32 1231
~ Hel's 96 . 90 0 0

Uniontown III (07 Feb 1968 to Present)

CONFIDENTIAL
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MISSIONS HE wr ILL
Support 12 181 39 0
HE&I's 316 500 50 0
Operation in A0 Haverford (B Battery, 14 Jan - 17 Feb 68)
MISSIONS . HE : WP TLL
Support 212 6721 503 2380
Hel's 1360 1781 0 . 36

(£) Ammunition expended was as follows:

~ 3o Uniontown II & III - Haverford

MISSIONS HZ WP ILL
Support 727 14706 1021 4355
H&I's 3308 _ 4491 187 36

20 The totel figures for all operations conducted
from 14 Jan - 17 Feb 68:

MISSIONS HE ‘ WP ILL
4035 19197 1208 E 4391
(g) Enemy losses from artillerys

VC XTA (BC) - 369

VC KIA (POSS) 56

VC WIA 15

Burkers (Dest) 21

, Mil Struct (Dest) 3

Sampans (Dest) v .2

Mil Struct {(Dam) 16

Second Bxplosions - 34

Rockets/Mortars A

(2) An&lysis.

(a) The movement and positioning of the artillery was
primarily dictated by the area of operatiovns of the supported unit, Ex-
ceptions to this were Fire Support Base Hotel, YT102207, and the positioning
of tubes on the Brigade Main Base, (BMB), Camp Frenzell Jones, FSPB Hotel
was established to provide direct support to the supported unit and to cover
inflltration and exfiltration in the northern portion of the A0, The tubes
at Main Base, (BMB), were poaitioned for defense of the Long Binh ares and s0
South Uniontown.
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(b) During the attack on 31 Jan and 1 Feb there were
Beveral unusual fire mlssions, Both C Battery and 4 Battery (~), at cne
point, were required to fire three missions simultaneously, Also, G Battery
vwas firing a recon by fire mission at the time the enemy launched rockets .
on IT FFORCEV Headquarters area. The observer saw the launching and shifted
fire onto the area. More than fifty VC were KIA and all remaining rockets

were destroyed by this mission,

(c) Target meoquisition and surveillance continues to be
a limiting factor. The battalion fired on every target provided by SLAR,
People Spiffer, Red Haze and Agent Reports, Surveillance after firing was
not, pogsible., Another means of target acguisition employed during this period
was the TPSI/25 Radar operated by the 10lst Division Artillery, When the
TPSI/25 scquired a target they notified the 4/12 Infantry TOG at FSPB Concord,
YT032172, The ertillery LNO would coordinate the 2/40th irtillery Q4 Radar
to adjust mortars or artillery on the target, Survelllance was eonducted
the next day when possible, On one oceasion blood trails and some small arms
emmunition were found, The jungle growth was too dense for an adequate
search, The enemy was forced to discontinue use of a normal movement route.

. (d) During the attack all illumination resourcas were being
utilized to the maximum, Spooky (Flare Ship) was not able to Pill all
requests and artillery illumination was utilized to an unusual degree., All
batteries were firing two or three simultaneous illumination missions during
the ettack,

(e) Clearance of fires, both air and ground, during the
attack was an extremely difficult problem, The AWCC of the Dong Nal Sensitive
Aren handled an unbelievable volume of clearance requests including air,
ground and request for Spooky and gun ships, The crew at DNSA cleared all
fires without delay or confusion sven during the period thelr arsa was
under heavy attack. Inexperlence or shortage of qualified personnel could
have been disasterous during this period because most of the enemy activity was
in'no fire zones and under the Biem Hoa Alr Corridor. The current regulations
prohibit firing in these areas without clearance @ven when in contact. This
period also provided an opportunity to evaluate clearance procedures of the
2/40th irtillery in comparison to other units of II FFORCEV and the 10lst
Abn Div Artillery. The 2/40th Artillery has decentralized the olearance
process, The artillery LNO of the maneuver battalion clears all fires (4RVN,
Alr, US Ground) within the A0 of the maneuver battalion, He also coordinates
the clearance with adjacent units within 1000 meters of boundaries, The
clearance channel, then, is from the firing unit to the LNO to the AWCC and
ARVN clearing agency. Most of II FFORCEV Artillery units employ a similiar
decentralized system., However, during the period of OPCON to the 10lst Abn
Div, the 2/i0th Artillery was required to process all clearances through the
Division Artillery, This requirement added one mdditional link to the pro=
cessing channel, Also it required all data concerning the target be trans-
mitted and retransmitted ons additional tims, leaving more chance for error.
The centrallzed process decreases the response time, The centralized agency
was unable to handle the large volwms of clearance requests during peak
periods of firing. This experience points out the necessity for well defined
40's for each maneuver battalion or task foree with the artillery LNO
operating the clearance process from the TOC of the supported unit,

./

s
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(f) Three 105mm howitzers were positionsd at Camp Frenzell-
Jones during most of this pericd to protect the Main Base, (BMB), and Long
Binh Post from ground attack, A direct fire plan with posltions around the
perimeter wes established, Direct or indirect fire coverage of the perimeter
from the primary firing positions were not possible becsuse of the butldings,
towers and rollingtarrain, Each howitzer section was briefed on their direct
fire location for each contingency. Direct fire procedures were employed
tuice during this period, The 195th ARVN Company was receiving smell arms
and automatic weapons fire from the densely overgrown area behind their per-
imeter and 11 FFORCEV Headquarters area vic IT075113. One howitzer of A
Battery was displaced to the area and fired thres White Phosphoma.rounds and
20 High Explosive rounds. The enemy was still returning fire, LTC Meyer,
Battalion Commander ordered a Bechive round be fired. One Beehive round was
fired. Bnemy fire ceased and the howitzer section returned to its primary
position, An air strike waes placed on the same target later in the day,
The engineers cleared the dense jungle growth out a few days later and
“ reported 18 VG KIA (BC). The other direct fire mission was employed from
the primary firing position against an automatic wegpons positicon in a
tower in Ho Nal Village. The gun scored six hits on the tower and enemy
firing ceased. This mission was gonducted at night under illumination

provided by aircraft dropping flares.
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HEADQUARTERS
52D RANGER BATTALION
ADVISORY ToaM #87
AP0 Us FORGES 96376

SUBJECT: LSTTER OF APPRECIATION 1 March 1968
TOs OFFICERS AND MiN OF "C" 1/83 Artillery

The 52d Ranger Battalion and its advisory team wishes to taks this .
opportunity to extend its grateful thanks and appreciation to the officers
and men of Battery "G!, 1/83d Artillery for the tremendous support Juring

the recent attacks on Xuan Loe, 1-4 February,

On the night of 1 February 1968, Heavyweight Charlie materially as=
sisted the 524 Rangers in establishing a common perimeter ebout the Xuan
Loc Airstrip with troops, material and equipment. When the Viet Cong
launched their night attacks upon Gate 2, the battery, firing in direct
support of the Rangers, were able to successfully demolish a determined as-
sault, This is the first time in the Province that weapons of such large

- caliber have been fired so cloge and so effectively.

On the night of 2 February, the Viet Cong again attacked Gate 2 and the
Ranger Commsnd Post with an estimated battalion of Main Force troops.
Again, Heavyweight Charlie, firing in direct support, was the primary
factor in halting the charge. On this night, over 110 rounds of 8% was
fired within 100 meters of the Rangers and with devastating results for the
enemy. A mornlng sweep of the area revealed that Battery "C" could justifi~-
ably claim a probable kill of over 80 VG, and one machine. gun that was
observed to take a direct hit. It is the opinion of the Battalion Com-
mander that without the extremely accurate and timely fire from Battary
MCW that Gate 2 and the lst GCompany CP would have been overrun,

At 1400 hours on 3 February, a Renger escort was ambushed at Suci Cat,
Agein, the Battery came to the assistance of the Rangers and successfully
demolished & well-laid ambush and permitted the Rangers to withdraw with=

" out injury,

At 2300 Hours, 3 February, an estimated 2 Viet Cong companies assaulted
the Ranger Basscamp, Having only 22 armed soldlers, the necessity for quick
artillery fire was paramount. Again, Battery "C* responded quickly, ef-
fectively demolishing the threat.

The 524 Ranger Battallon is a proud fighting unit. One of the things
it tekes greatest pride in, though, is the friendship of Battery "C", There
are many Rangers living today from the Battle of Suol Long on 28 Juns 1967
to. the recent.defense of Xuan Loc that can justifiably say they owe their
lives and their success to your artillery., From the Battalion Commander
to the lowest private, the Rangers say "Thank you very much.®

Thieu Ta Nguyen Hiep Captain Keith Nightingale
Commanday Senior Advisor
52d4. Ranger Battallon 524 Ranger Battalion

-~ UNCLASSiFi=n

Incl 1 to dnnex G (Artillery) to TET Offensive After Action Report (U).



Reproduced at the National Archives

CONFIDENTIAL

Annex'H (@ffect on Provinelal Government and Programs) to TBT Offensive
After action Report (U)

1, GENJRAL: IIT GT2 is composed of 11 Provinces and 53 Districts which
gro to most citlsens the embodiment of the natlonal government. These govern-
mental divislons are responsible for the implementation of all government
programs. The district and province chisfs have the responsibility for pro-
tecting the eivil population, for the economic development of thelr areas,
and for disaster rellef. Ome of the provinces, Gia Dinh, surrourds Salgon
and has & large urban population. The others are, by comparison, rural pro-
vinces.

2, Oivil operations end Revolutionary Development Support (CORDS) 1s the
S agency that sdvises the government of Vietnam in all the programs adminig-
t:red by the district and provincal governments. CORDS provides advisors for
the following programs: Regional and Popular Forces, National Pollce, Revol-
utionary Dewelopment Cadre, agriculture, education, public health, public
-administration, paycholegical c¢perations, public works, Chieu Hoi, and refugeas.

s

3. The attached appendixes evalua,i;e the effect of the TAT offensive upon
the programs. superviged by CORDS,

lFPél;diXaa s

1. Territorial Forces
_ 2, Pacifioation and Nation Building
3. The Regovery Program

'Dﬂlmgnded at 3 yesr intervals
Declasif.od Afrer. 12 vears CONFIDENTI AL ’ und"';ﬁ@d When Separated
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'Apperdix 1 - (Territorial Forces) to Ammex H (Effect on Fravincisl Govermment
: and Pregrams) to TET Yffensive After Aotion Report (U)

The posture of Regional and Fomular Forces (RP/TF) on 31 Januery wea more
favorable than that of ARVN because most individuals live close to their pl:ces
of duty snd were more easily recalled when the tTuce was termminated. The per=
formance of the territorial forcea during and after the Tet offensive wes on &
par with their pre-Tet Performance. Though ocutgumned by the enemy, as usual,
they generally reaponded well. .

A total of 22 outposts were overrun during the period 1-12 February.
X number of these were abandoned or teken relatively easily either because of
infiltration of the RF/IF ranks or beoause of & successful, intensive pro=-
paganda oampaign preceding the attack piocturing the defense as hopeless. Five

- outposts were abandoned while not in contact after heavy fighting hed oecurred,

While these incidents were serious, they represent only a minority picture of
the response of RF/PF forces,

As-of 15 February thé present for duty strength of Regional and Popular
Foroes was 55,564, 95% of the aasigned strength. This fugure, however, is
only 83% of the emthorized strength, refleoting a contirmuing problem with
these forces which is as serious as is the fact that they are not adecuately

armed s

Enemy action initially centered eround Saigon followed by less intense
attaocks on the seats of provineial and diastrict goverment. Of the 890 VU
killed by RF/FF during the month of February, 455 ware killed in Gia Dink
Provinoe, With the concentration of allied forces in Gia Dinh g heawy
burden fell to the territorial foraes for the defense of instsllstions in
the other yrovinces, After the initial wave of attszoks, most of the RF/FF
forces were drawn in for the defense of mrovince and distriot crpitels end
other vital installations, leaving the hemlet populetion genereslly defenseless.

During this period 63 outposts and watchtowers in III (T2 were seriously
demsged ar destroyed. There are over 650 outposts in the :corps area. The

" oversll performance of these forces may be geen in the following charts

camparing the monthly Territorial Poroes Evaluation System (TFES) summsries
for Jamuary and February, o '

Begional Forces (RF)
. . -
VC Killed by EF ‘ : %'Fi _ %
RF Casualties - KIA 82 221
WIA 260 473
MIa , 8 66
RF Desertions 46 259
Weapons lost - Individual 37 208
Crew Served Q 16
Weapons Captured - Individusl 197 12]_.;

Crew Served ' 16 25

FE G R ORS
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Total Number of Snall Unit Operations 10,576 64699
Mumber of Contacts 311 206
Numberof Might Operations T+769 5,308
Namber of Might Contacta 131 112

Popul ar Forces (rF)

JAN FEB
W Killed by FF R : 165 299
FP Casualties - KIA 113 253
WIA 244 595
MIA . 2% 56
. FF Desartions 114 561
Weapons Lost - Indivigual 88 384
Crew Served Q 26
Weapona Gaptured Individual 58 136
Crew Served 45 37
Total Nuber of Small Unit Operations , 7,031 7,339
Nmber of Contacts 295 178
Nunber of Night Cperations 6,091 5,899
Mambar of Night Contacts } 111 125

Bels2
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- (Pacification and Nation Building) $o Anvex H (Effect on Provin-
o ecial Government and Programs) to TET Offensive After Action Report (U)

*7 The init-ial enemy asasult was felt most severely in Gia Dish Province
vith fighting oontinuing in the northarn and weste:
provinge for several days, Other ensmy effort outs

rn portions of ths
ide of Gia Dinh was

directed at the centers of provinolal and district government as depicted

in the following chart,

i 1 Jan -~ ] | - eb
Number of Provinge District  Province District
Binh Ty 3 No 1 No 1
Long Khanh 3 Yes 2 ¥o . )
Phoue Tuy -5 Yeos 3 No 0
Bien Hoa 6 Yos 3 No 1
Binh Long 3 No o Yes 1
Phuoc Long 4 No 1l Yos 0
Binh Duong 6 Yes 5 Ko 1l
Tay Ninh 4 Yes 1 No 0
Hau Nghia 4 Yes 3 No 1
Iong du . . des 2 ). (-] 2
Toatl 10 45 7 21 2 8

Bseause of the attacks military and police forces in the provincas

were pulled in to protect these centers.

Revolutionary Development Cadre

wers withdrewn from thelr hamlets because of the lack of security and

assigned to relief work or to military duties in the defenges,
the forces normally targeted agalnst the communist infrastructure were

reassigned to baslc ascmrity missions.

In addition

Thus the rural hamlets were left

defenagless %o military occupation and, by default, the only governmental
presence in these hamlets was that of the enemy infrastructure who were
able to operate freely without detection or harsasment.

RD Cedre clsarly were not & major target of the Viet Cong offensive,
About fiftyopercent of the hamlets pacified in 1967 were occupled by the
enemy and approximately ninety percent of these had an RD Team or a S-man
stay-behind group present. The VG caused little physical damage, confining

their activitles to propaganda and the provision

single out the RD Cadre for retribution, .

Approximately two-thirds of the cadre strength was on leave during
the initial attacks due to a liberal application, during Tet, of the ruls
puthorizing only half that number to teke lsave. The traditional yearly
disoontinuation of the RD program for st least a month following the Tet

season has only been highlighted by tha recent offensive.

of supplies, and did not

If security

in ths rural areas is not rapidly re-established, the program will probably

got Off to an even glower start this year,

Mach advisory effort was

expended before the Tet offensive to avoid the slow start this year.

LR Tha National Police were ons target of the offensive with thrc; freovineial
national police headquarters end numercus smsller stations coming under

attack ih the rural

shortages of amunition and larger weapona necessary for the defense of .
© inatallations. To elleviate this situation ths Publig Safety Divisienm, /

provinces,

The Netional Police encounterad serious

» MACCQRDS, III CTZ ghipped over seven tons of ememgensy food rations,

CONFIDENEIX )
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Henpons,! and éihmuniti‘on to the varioua police ‘deﬁartmnts uging existing
coritract and assigned.military aircraft. Police casualties due to the Tet
offensive were 14 killed, 30 wounded, and 2 migsing in Gia Dinh, and 45

)/hllled and 139 wounded in the remainder of III CTZ.

The iﬁitia.l attacks and subssquant ope_ratio‘ns' during the month by

friendly forces were costly in terms of civilian casualties and property

damage. Industrisl end commercial damage 1s estimsted at $20 million to
machinery, equipment, and inventories; and $8-10 million to structures.
Losses due to cessation of production cannot yet be estimated. Several
provinges had resultant a heavy damage of homes and ‘the generation of
large numbers of refugess, Many provinces had pre~Tet refuges populations,
such as in Phuoc Long where the facilities were already overstrained s and
the uiprecedented increase in their numbers caused seriaus problems. The
situation at the end of February is shown in the following chart.

Provinge . Rumber of Homes gt Number of
Gla Dinh 10,288 : 67,635
Hau Nghia 2,797 14,270
' Binh Duong 1,655 . 10,036
-~ Phuoe Long 1,218 8,162
Bien Hoa 1,362 7,644
Tey Ninh 462 » 2,586
Long An Co 535 2,539
long Khanh 359 - 1,488
Phuoa Tuy 755 S 1,000
Binh Long 81 867
Binh Tuy : 18 o

Civilian casualties due to the offensive were 597 killed and 882 wounded
in Gia Dimh, and 991 killed, 3,313 wounded, and 257 missing in the remainder
of III GIZ. The monthly averages during the previous quarter were 99 killed,

230 wounded, and 116 missing,

The returnee rate for February was an all time low of 107, In addition,
intelligence reports of the last quarter of 1967 that the enemy would try to
infiltrate Hol Chanh ranks with agents was partially confirmed by a reported
117 redefections, only 25 of which have bsen confirmed, and the attacks of four
outposta in Heu Hghia which were assisted by treachercus acts from within the posta,
dpparently th¥re was also some infiltration of RF/PF ranks where theve was :
local reeruitment. As a.consequence many Hol Chanhs have besn relieved from
military assignments, particularly lssdership positions, and reassigned to
ralief and reconstruction misgions, - . .

Sacurity in Hau Nghia is very poor. 4 large amount of the enemy pre-
and post=Tet activity was directed against Hau Nghie since it contains ths
major infiltration routss to Saigon from the Gambedian Border. - The security
situation in both Binh Long and Phuog Long has been declining steadily in
the laat few monthe,.and Phuog Long felt soms.second wave pressure in
February. -The vast jungle areas of the Pprovines; ite: common border with
Cambodia, and the lack of secure roadé to any other province indicate that
vithout the presence of large numbers of US troops, how almost completely .

aoking, the securlty situation will not goon improye, _ o

He2-2
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() (cont)

Sentiments of the populace have become more polariud by the attacks,
For the first iime in the war there is a strong feeling of involvement by
the urban populstions of ITI CTZ. On the one hand recruitment is up,
there is increased clamor for snlarging the war, permission to use alr and
artillery against populated areas is being granted, and active support for
the new draft law and for the arming of self-defense forces is emarging.
In Tay Ninh Province in particuler there is great interest among the Ceo
Ddl groups in the arming of the eivil population,

On the other hand there is an increased war weariness on the part of
the more fainthearted, and enemy sppeals for negotistions and the formation
of a coalition government can be expected to have more appeal after the
present activliat phase has passed.

H-2-3
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The pecent offensive created gver 100,000 refugees in IIT €12 and disrupted
communications, local governmental services, and edusation, In addition,
the interruption of economic 1ifa created the threat of severe inflation
and the worgened sanitation condftion oonstituted an inereased health
hazard, To meet this situation relief committees eomposed of both govern-
mental and advisory personnal were established &t corps headquarters and

in eash provinge,

Effective. GN/US action in supplying needed food stoeks has averted a
oritical shortage in this commodity and the resultant hoarding, speculation,
and cripling inflation. The $VN5,000 indemnification paid for war destruction .
of homes is wholly inadquate under the present conditions of inflation in
construction prices, further aggrevated by recent events, and this is
interfering with a rapid ressttlemant of refugees,

. Due to the lack of securlty and the serious dislocation of the population,
the Ministry of Education has dirscted that the schools remain eclosed until
1l 4pril, The hamlet gchool construction program has also been disrupted
and must be re-evaluated. i

. At the start of the offengive only gbout 50% of the distrioct and province
public officlals were present for duty. For about the first ten days of the
month local government was largely ineffective and heavily dependent. upon
the US advisory effort to enact emergency measures for reconstruction, The
District Intelligence and Operations Goordination Center {DIOCC) remained
open and effective and became, in most cases, the llalson and command pest
for GV and US/FWMAF operations. Only one DIOCC was destroyed and two damaged
in the offensive. Forty-six are presently operational. The training program
for village and hamlet officlals hag been suspended for the present time,

Although facllities were severely taxed, immediate immuniagetion and
santitation programs were instituted in the refugee oamps, There was an
outbreak of plague due to the inecreased health hazards, the highly seasonal
incidence of the disease, and the inability to implement pre-planned@ preventive
megsures due to the security situation, Eighty thousand innoculations and
numerous DDT dusting operations brought the epidemic under control, There
were 123 cases of plagus reported during the month compared to 17 cagss in

February 1967.

Dua to the season agricultural production showed only & small loss,
but meny areas will suffer a decline in production this year unless security

is rapldly improved.

The Vietnamess Information Service and Psyops, MACCORDS, III CTZ gent
out a minimum of 10,000 informaticn leaflets to each province explaining
the ald available and the amount of ald to be given for stated purposes to
viotims of the Tet offensive. Health leaflets were also dispensed. All
provinces ars publibhing some form of daily bulletin or fact sheet. Dus.
to the lack of security initially, and because of curfews later, virtually
no community television receivers are functioning in any of the provinces.
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1. Genergl: This annex provides information from III Curps Advisory
Group in an evaluation of RVNAF effectiveness prior to end during the TET
Campaign, A summary of actions and events that occurred within III Corps
Tactical Zone emphasizing RVNAF units is also included. . ’

2. (0} Zvaluation of RVNAF eifectiveness prior to and during the
T3T Campalgn. :

8. Two major factors must be considered when evaluating the
gﬂ‘%mmss of RVNAF immediately preceding and during the enemy TiT
oPféhgive. The action occurred during a major holiday period which was
concurrent. with a "oease fire." As a result many of the units, although
reted combat effective prior to the holidays, were seriously under strength
when the enemy attacks started. Throughout III Corps approximately 50% of
the authorized personnel were in a leave status, The lack of communications
and transportetion prevented the rapid return of soldiers to their parent
’ pon. termination of the "cease fire". Once the enemy attacks
erted the problem was further complicated as lines of communication vere
interdicted. Considering only personnal strengths, the battalions in IIT
Corps were epproximately 50% combat effective 29 January 1968. In spite
of the low present for duty figurés, the ARVN units performed admirably,
"Without exception their performance exceeded that which night have been
expected under the circumstances. The attitude of both enlisted personnel
and leaders was outstanding and enemy actions tended to unite the RVN
forces in a common cause; destruction of the enemy forces,

Taw “be The strengths of .RW units as of 10 February 1968 were:
AUTHORTZED ASSIGNED PRESENT FOR DUTY
5th Division ¥12,196 10,776 8,737
18th Division ¥11,13/4 10,099 8,005
25th Division . 12,457 11,285 7,018
Rangers 6,165 5,045 : 4,392

TOTAL 41,952 37,205 28,042
¥Includes attachments, . o

Sevép‘by—ﬁva percent of the assigned personnsl were present for duty 1Q
Pebrtary 1968, This figure will continue to rise as lines of communications
are opened and commerclel transportation starts operating,

¢« During the 31 Jan-18 Feb period RVNAF units displayed an i
- attitude and although under strength obtained ocutstanding resulazz. m:.ggressne
morning of 31 January two troops of the 5th Cavalry, lst Bn, 7th Regt, and
the 5th Reconnalssatice Company firom the 5th Division engaged an estimated
enemy battalion north of Phu Cuong, Enemy losses were 98 killed while
the JRVN units had only 24 killed, During a four day battle in and
around Pa Bis ARVN and RF/FF units, end one company from the Ist aTF
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.Amnex I (III Corps Advisory Group) to TST Offensive sfter Action Report (U)

1. Genergls Thls annex provides information from III Co;-pa Advisory
Group in an evaluatlon of RVNAF effectiveness prior to and during the TET
Campaign, 4 simmary of actions and events that occurred within ITI GCorps
Tectical Zone emphasizing RVNAF units is also included.

2, (G} Zvaluation of RVNAF erfectiveness prior to and during the
T3T Campaign.

- 8. Two major factors must be considered when evaluating the -
effgeliveness of RVNAF immedlately preceding and during the enemy TET
offdk8ive, The action occurred during a major holiday period which was
concurrent with a "cease fire." As a result many of the units, although
rated combat effective prior to the holldays, were seriously under strength
when the evemy attacks started. Throughout III Corps approximately 50% of
the authorized persomnel were in a leave status. The lack of communications
and transportation prevented the rapld return of soldiers to. their parent

fjpon termination of the "cease fire". Once the enemy attacks
started the problem was further complicated as lines of communication were
interdicted. Considering only personnsl strengths, the battalions in III
Corps were approximately 50% comhat effective 29 January 1968. In spite
. of the low present for duty figurés, the ARVN units performed admlirably,
Without exception their performance exceeded that, which might have been
expected under the circumstances., The attitude of both enlisted personnel
and leaders was outstanding and epemy actions tended to unite the LRVN
forces in a common cause; destruction of the enemy forces.

"be  The strengths of .RVN units as of 10 Fshruary 1968 were:

AUTHORIZED ASSIGNED ERESENT FOR DUTY
5th Division #12,196 10,776 8,737
18th Division 11,134 . 10,099 8,005
25th Division ¥12,457 11,285 7,018
Rangers 6. ~2.045 4a392
TOTAL 41,952 37,205 28,042

¥Includes attachments,

Seventy-five percent of the ‘assigned personnel were present for duty 10
Febriary 1968, This figure will contirue to rise as lines of communications
are opensd and commercial transportation sterts opsrating,

¢. During the 31 Jan-18 Feb perdod RVNAF units displayed an ageressive
attitude and although under strength obtained outstanding results, The
morning of 31 January two troops of the 5th Cavalry, 1st Bn, 7th Regt, and
the 5th Reconnaissance Company from the 5th Division engaged an estimated
enemy battallon north of Phu Cuong, Enemy lospes were 98 killed while
the ARVN units had only 24 killed, During a four dey battle in and
around Bs Ria ARVN and RF/PF units, and one company from the lst sIF
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killed 302 onemy and had only 21 ARVN killed. At Xuan Ioc, headrusrters of
the 18th Division, ARVN foroes killed 66 enemy and only 15 ARVN soldiers were
killed. On 9 Febr r elements of the 2d¢ Bn, 50th Regiment, 3d En, 39th
Regiment (US) and BF?PF- unite engeged an estimated enemy betialion ot Ten
an. Enemy losses were 125 killed (19 by the US forces) rnd the RVNAF ’
units had only 16 killed. Concurrent with these actions the bettle in Sai-
gon was being fought as well aa mmeTous bettles throughout the IIT

Corps Zone, The Camaming Ceneral III Corps in cooperrtion with the
Commanding General II Field Forces Vietnsm plsmned the sction to clerx
Saigon. Vietnamose rangers, airborne, marine and netions1 police units
immedistely started an aggressive operetion to cleer the city while the us
forces formed s circle in the outskirts of the city to prevent infiltrstion
and exfiltration of enemy forces. As of midnight 10 Februsxy 1968, in III
Corps Zone, RVNAF had killed 4,307 enemy while only 336 RVNAF persomnel
were killed, y

de. Based on nomal criteria the battalions in III Corps cennoi
be rated combat effective because of low persomnel strengths. However,
throughout the Corps all units, inoluding the headgusrters units,
demonstrated great courage in the defense of their areas. Although the
enemy forces entered same of the towns they did not overrun either a
district, province or ARVN unit headquarters. The RVNAF units did en
outstanding job and none of them can be rated non-effective from the

regults of ememy action.
e@. Regional and FPopular Forcess:

(1) - There are 227 HF rifle companies, various RF herd-uarters

" and support unitg, and 757 RF platoons assigned tc III CTZ for z camhined
strength of 58,073 persommel, Approximately 70 percent of ~ssigned strength
were present for duty on 29 Jamery 1968. Present for duty strength of the

" RP/PF units wes not seriously effected by the GVN ruthorization for 50%

TET leaves because most persormel live in the immediste vicinity of their
posts and were immediately recalled to duty. During the period 29 Jemuery
thru 11 February, there were z total of 74 VO initisted incidents egrinst .
the RF/FF. Inciderts which hed significant results occurred in Be Rie vhere
an A & DSL company was overrun end destroyed, Tan An end Heu Nghir, The most
significant RF/PF outpost attack was in Heu Nghiz. Results of this rttack
were: .2 US Military Advisory Team (MAT) members KIA, 37 RF KIA, 10 RF ¥WIA
and 15 MIA. The attack was coordinated in detail with treitors who were
members of the unit defending the outpost, The attacking force entered

" the outpost through the open front gete, after the wires to the claymore
mines guarding the entrance had been cut. Most of the dead were found in-
side their bunkers, killed by grenades.

(2) As of 10 Febmmary, the follawing RF/FF losses have been
reporteds 118 KIA, 241 WIA, 99 MIA.

/
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‘ (cont)

(3) vhen it is considered that RF/PF units have usually been
out-gumned by the VC during the early stages of the attacks, they have
rasponded in a favorable manner. ixcept for the cited incidents, the RF/PF
situation has not been significantly altered and their capabilities are
relatively the same as they were prior to TET.

(4) The outlook for capabilities and effectiveness of RF/PF
in the immediste future remsins about the same as it hag been in the past,
These units are poorly trainsd and have uninspired leadership. Their
present for duty strength which is well below that authorized amd their
lack of firepoweryin comparison to enemy.unitsgall contribute to their
inability to accomplish their misaion satisfactorily., Heasures are being
taken to correct this situation, however these efforts will have only an
evolutionary effect and meaningful results are several years away.

f. The Vietnemsse people generally displayed a favorable attitude
toward the govermment and resentment against the Viet Cong. There was little
cooperation between the Viet Cong and the average citizen., Most of “he food
the VC received from the populace was given out of fear of reprisal. The
people seamed to realize that the Viet Cong were responsible for the herdships
caused in the TET offensive, and demonstrated a greater willingness to support
the govermment, Some of the people greatly resented the VC's deceit in using
their sacred TET holidey to launch their offensive,

go Summary:

(1) Although underatrength in personnel the 46 mansuver
battalions in III Corps are combat affective.

. (2) There are no combat insffactive battallons in III Corps
from the results of the enemy TET offansive.

(3) A1l maneuver battalions in III Corps had approximately
50% of their assigned personnel present for duty 29 January 1968,

(4) The ARVN units performed exceptionally well and accomplished
. their assigned missions, :

(5) The status of the RF/PF units changed very little prior to
or durlng the enemy TET offensive and no,change is expected in their capability
to continue their normal misston, '

3, {(C) Summary of events in III Co:rés Tactical Zone.
a, Bvents Leading up to TET Offensive,

: (1) In the latter part of 1967, a VC politico/military recrgan-
ization of the area surrounding Saigon, consisting of five subregions each
of which touched on Salgon and provided a corridor into the clty, bocame
evident. The new organization was believed to ba designad to facilitate
VC political action in the capital. Each of the corridors formed by the

\/m’ subregions provided infiltration routes into the capital and also ine

-1
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greased military pressure on the clty. It was apparent that the ensty wes
capable of attacking Saigon with forces organlc to the new subregions, re-
inforced with maln force units from War Zone C and MR 10, an estimated 21
battalion force. Lack of contact with elements of CT 5 indicated the pos—
sibility of that division moving south from northern Phuoe Long to attack

the Long Binh/Bien Hoa zres,

(2) Prior to the attacks in the Long Binh - Bien Hoa - Saigon
area, attacks took place on cities and key installations in T and II Corps.
On 30 January Da Nang, Pleiku, Phu Bom, Darlac, Binh Dinh, Phu Yen and
Tan Canh city came under atteck. During these attacks, the enemy utilized
mortars and rockets as well as ground assaults on the multi-reglmentel level.

(3) Because the VG were obviously using the TET Truce to galn the
element of surprise and facilitate thelr mowement to attack, President Thieu
declared the truce terminated at 0945 hours on 30 January., On the evening
of 30 January, the 86th RF Battalion captured a man carrying an AK~47 north-
east of Saigon. The PW, through inmtorrogation, rewealed that attacks in the
Saigon area were immingte., Reports also had been received that a main force
reconnaissance unit was operating in Ul Province, which includes-the Bien Hoa

= Long Binh Area,
be ARVK Situation on 30 Junuary 1968.

) On 30 January 1968, the 4RVN forces in III CTZ were deployed
with the bulk of ARVN forces in and around the Capltal Military Distriet.
There had been a continual shift of responsibility for area security, around ’
Saigon and the allied base area, from US to ARVN forces. As a result of
this shift most of the III Corps forces were in positlon around Saigon when
_ the enemy's plan to attack the Suigon area became evident. Also those forcds
_ .Mhich. could be spared from their security missions in the Province were

*‘ghifted closer to -the VC target area, The 3/9 Inf Bn moved from Song Be

. Emsolos) to Zhu Van (XT8807); the 52nd Rngr Bn was moved from Ham Tan
(250282) to YT4609; and 1/52nd Inf Bn was moved from YS9998 to Gia Ray (YT6212)
prior to the 31st of January,

Due to the TET leave program, the unlts in III Corps were at approx-
imately 50% of their authorize: stremgth of 41,952 when the truce was.
terminated at 0945 hrs on 30 January. The inadequate Vietnsmese communi-
cations system prohibited the notification of more than a few ARVN soldiers
. to return to duty prior to the commencement of the VC/NVA TET offensive,

" At 310300 Janusry 1968 the RV present for duty strength was still only
50% of authorized sirength. _

~ Enemy sctivitles during the day of 30 January 1968 were routine with
two exceptions, 4t 301100 Jan 68 a convoy of 25 oxearts and 200 VC wers
spotted by a 25th ARVN FAC at XTR90300. A light fire team and TAC AIR
were called in on the convoy resulting in 40 VC KBA and 8 oxcarts destroyed
with ne friendly casualties,. At.-302115 Jan 68 the B6th RF Bn killed two and
-captured one VG with 3-AK4J's, The PW stated that his unit was to attack Tan
Son ¥hut Air Base and Radio transmitter station at Fhan Dinh Phung St sometime
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" during the night‘ of 30 - 31 Janusry, This VC confirmed earlier intelligence
indicators that the VC were to launch attacks in the Saigon srea. Shortly
after midnight 30 January Tan Son Nhut .lrbase went. on red alert.

. ¢, Actions on 31 January 1968.

At 0300 hrs on 31 January 1968, the major enemy assaults in the III
€TZ began. The attacks were centered on the Salgon - Long Binh -~ Bien Hoa

aroBe

In S:igon the VO conducted simultensous rocket, mortar, or ground
attacks against seversl.installations, The American Embassy was attacked
by a 19 man element from the C~-10 sapper unit, Thirty to forty members
of .the same unit attacked the presidential palace with B-40 rockets, but
none hit the bullding. They directed thelr attack from & hotel building
under construction located across the street from the palace grounds, This
build. ng was quickly cordoned off by National Police, US Military Police
and ARVN troops. The attackers were held under siege for two days and

-were all either killed or captured., Attempts wers made to shell four US

" BOQ's (Splendid Hotel and B0Qs 1, 2 and 3), but little dama,e was done, The
‘Korean Embagsy, Vietnamese Naval Headquarters, and Tan Son Nhut Airbase
‘also came under fire at this time, Immediately following those initial

-..jncidents ground attacks were made on the Quan Trung Infantry Training
Camp in Go Vap, X5838982. VG forces attacking Quan/Trung were dressed
in ARW and Marine uniforms, The .RVN troops at the tralning center and
marine reinforcements succeeded in defeating the enemy attack and by the
end of the day, 91 VC were killed and 57 weapons were captured. The VC
succeeded in overrunning a large part of the Co Loa Camp, and by 1000 hrs
they had ceptured twelve 105mm artillery pieces. The 4th Marine Bn moved
to Co Iloa, counterasttacked, and by the e¢lose of the day regained control
of the entire camp (including the artillery pieces). They killed over 100

. VC while suffering only 7 killed and 52 wounded,

Ay 0320 hours the initial assault against Tan Son Nhut was conduated

by the D16 Bn, 267th Bn, and one Bn of the 27lst Regt. One Battalion was
uged for the assault to penetrate the perimeter and destroy the facilities

" and living quarters. The attacking forces were delayed by units of the
53d RF Bn and 2nd Service Bn with suppert from US gunships, At 0445 elements
from 3/4 Cav (US) moved to Tan Son Nhut Adrbase where their leading unite
ran head on into the attacking VC Bns, .As a result of this action by 3/4th
Cuv the VC sssault was halted, Within the perimeter 104 enemy bodies were
found, and another 325 were found on the outside, Subsequent attacks against
the alrbase in the days which followed wers lighter in intensity, but the
total VC body count was raisad to 657,

Throughout the morning, mahy enemy units of platoon, company and
battalion size wers moving through Hoo Mon and Go Vap Districts towards
Tan Son Nbut and Salgon,

o
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/: " At 0500 the VO overran the National Police Station in Hoc Mon, killing
1 and wounding 24 policemen. By 0900 hours several V€ company size units
controlled the town of Hoc Mon.

At 0930 hours the VC had overrun and oc¢cupied the Armor Command Head-
quarters Compound, XS838976, The 4th Marine Bn counterattacked later in
the day and by 1735 hours had ejJected the VG from the compound,

At 0930 hours an estimatel force of '3 VC Bns attacked the JGS compound
XS835945. The 2nd LF Bn and the lst MF Br were identified in the attack. The
VC mansged to gain contrel of a few buildlngs in the compound but the prompt
reaction of the 8th Abm Bn hindered any further VC advance, The VU were not
driven from the compound for a few days, but they were contained in those
buildings they galnet in their imitial asaault.

Several areas in Saigon particularly poli_ce_ stations and US military
installations became targets of VC attacks. The VC gained control of Saigon
racetrack XS815905 and portions of the &th and 7th precints in the Cholon
areas, Elements of the 3/7 US Inf, 199th Bde, and 33rd ARVN Rangers moved
to the vicinity of the racetrack, and immediately encountered heavy VG re-

.slstance.

Heavy fighting was encountered throughout Gia Dinh and urban Go Vap.
MACV HQ, Tan Son Nnut, and the American Ambassador's homs received mortar
fire and problng attacks. Binh Chanh subsector headquarters received a
heavy ground and morter attack. By the end of the day the VC forces were
disperced throughout many areas of Gia Dinh Province and Saigon, but they
maintained effsctive control of only Hoc Mon District..

The VG committed 15 Bns in the Tan Son Nhut Ssigon ares on 31 January
1968; however, witk the exception of Hoc Mon they failed to secure their
objectives. The VC units engaged in the CMD were:

271st Regt

2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 506th Local Forece Battalionms

D-16, D-14, 267th apd 269th Main’ Force Battalions

‘2nd Independent Battalion

C-10 Battalion

58th Artillery Re nt ’

R14th Hanol Unit Gonmanr)l Headquarters Gompany for the forces in
Saigon

Only parts of the 506th and 269th Bns and the 58th Arty Regt were in Ghﬂ).
. .The VC made three costly mistakes, Their estimation that the civilien
population would rise up and support a general revolutivn was complotely false.
There was lack of coordination between their fire support element and as—

saulting units. They failed to appreciate the ability of ARWN/US to rapidly
reinforce Saigon.
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In the Long Binh ~ Bien Hom area, the major attacks were directed against
the Long Binh complex, Bien Hoa airbase, and III Corps Headquarters., At
0300 hours coordinated mortar/122mm rocket attacks were directed agalnst
sll thres installations., The 275th VC Regt attacked IT FFV HQ, The 274th
VC Regt assaulted Bien Hoa Airbase and by 0420 hrs had penetrated the
perimeter on the east end of the runway. Alr Force security units halted
the penetration, and when reinforced by the 57th RF Bn, succeeded in driving
the enemy out, The VO stayed in contact at the air base until late in the
morning and suffered heavy casualties, They suffered 134 VC KIA end 24 POW

" compared to 4 friendly KIA and 26 friendly WIA.

The VC 238th LF Co reinforced to & Bn size unit attacked ITI Corps
Headquarters, but did not suecesd in penetrating the perimeter, The III

. Corps Headquerters security detachment repulsed sporadic VG attacks on
"the compound throughout the day,

At approximately 2200 hours the 1llth Cavalry Regiment srrived in the
Long Binh ~ Bien Hoa area thereby eliminating any further serious VC

_ threat to the city of Bien Hom, Bien Hog Afrbase or III Corps HQ.

The enemy failed to seocure his objectives in the Long Bimh - Bien Hoa

" for several reasons. The enemy ground forces were scheduled to attack -

immediately following a heavy mortar/rocket preparation of the objectives;
however, a major portion of the artillery support never arrived, Ground
forces delayed their attack for over two hours befors they finally attacked
without the major artillery support. This delay cost them the element of
surprise, The enemy underestimated the strength of the frienily reaction
capability in the area. The enemy slso averestimated the amount of support
they would receive from the civilian population, i

At 310355 Jan 68 at XT740330 the Phu Loc LF Bn, Cl0 LF Co, and an

" element from ClO Sapper Bn attacked the 8th Reglment, 2/8th Inf Bn and Ben

Gut subsector from the east with 82m mortars, B4O rockets, M79 and

. small arms fire. By 0429 the VC were inside the perimeter, The VG took
possession of* the 155%m Howitzer position but did not use the guns, They

also occupied the town of Ben Cat. The VG broke contact at 0600 hrs with-
drawing to the south and east. . Friendly forces were supported by an army
alr observer, five LFTs, "Spooky", 1lst Div Arty, and reasction forces from
2/8th Inf, and C Troop 1/4th Cav, The enemy suffered 47 KI4, 4 PW, and

20 weajons ocaptured while friendly casuslties were 13 ARVN KIA, 21 ARVN WIA,
and 3 Advisors WIA.

At 310610 Jan 68 the 1/27th Inf Bn (US) received small arms, rifle
grenades and 75mm RR Fire, At 310625 the 25th Racon Co and 2/10th Cav
recelved smsll arms and R°G fire, and the MACV compound in Due Hom
reéceived small arms fire, '

At 0640 hrs VC had entered the market place in Duc Hoa, The 2/10th

- Cav and 25th Racon Co moved in as a reaction force. At 0640 hrs a FAC

from Ten An and a US LFT from Cu Chi arrived. At 0720 hre the 4/49th Inf
proceeded tcward Duc Hoa and arrived at 0740 hrs making moderate contact,
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The 2/10th C.v, 25th Recon and 4/49th Inf pushed their counter attack and
the VC broke contact and withdrew to tho southwest. PWs indentified the
unlt as the 269th MF Bn, Results: 3 PF KIA, 13 iRVN WIA, 17 PF WIA, 15
VC KIA, 2 VO GIA, 4 B=40 and 9 weapons were captured.

In Ben Cat "Spocky" and the 1ight fire teams kept the VG from over-
running the compounds. In both Ben Cat and Duc Hoa the appearance of the
Cavalry units caused the enemy to withdraw, i

Many other attacks of varying intensity occurred throughout the CTZ.
These attacks were primarily simed at province, district and military
unit headqusrters, The locations of other VC attacks are shown by red
dots on the map., None of these. attacks succeeded in destroying any RVN
units or overruaning any headquariters. :

-d, Actions on 1 February 1968,

Attacks by the VC continved throughout the III CTZ all day. The enemy
made particulerly heavy attacks in Phu Cuong (XT805143), Ba Ria (Y¥S3861) and
Cu Chi (XT628127), and maintained pressure on Vietnamsse and US facilities
_in Saigon, No significant enemy actions were initiated in the Bien Hoa -
Long Binh area, and US and ~RVN forces began clearing operations in this area.

At 0110 hours the 7th IF Bn reinforced with elements of the lst MF Bn
lauched a ground and mortar attack on the town and subsector at Cu Chi
(X7630130)., VC elemsnts penctrated the MACV compound, and set fire to
approximately 50% of the town, before belng repulsed by local RF and PF units
supported by «RVN and US artillery, Spooky.and US gunships, The VG broke
contact abt 0500 leaving 40 dead' VG in Gu Chis A4t 0730 hours the 49th Regt of
25th ARVN Div, began a reconnaissance in force operation in the vielnity of
Cu Ghi to intercept the V& units, At 080Q hours the 2/49th Inf made contact,
and was reinforced with the 3/49th Inf and 1/10th Cav, Contact was maintained
watil 1830 hours and resulted in 11 VG KBA, 15 VG KIA, and another possible 96
KIAy ARVN had 16 KIA and 18 WIA.

At 0430 hours 3 VC Bns and 2 LF platoons attacked the Phu Cucng Province
Headquarters and the Engineer School at Phu Cuong with 8lmm mortars, recoil-
less rifles, RPG, and automatic weapons fire, The enemy quicily penetrated
the gompound at the Engineer school and controlled the northern pertion of
the compound, They were not able to penetrate the province headquarters,
but did occupy sections of the town, A reaction force of the 1/lst Cav and
2/8th Inf, 3/9th Inf, 3/ist Cuv, and 5th Recon Co drove the enemy out of the
Phu Cuong, At 1100 hours Phu Cuong was secured with the following results;
Enemy - 123 KIA, 11 CIA and 29 weapons CIA. Friendly - 25 ARVN KIA, 46
. ARVN WIA, 10 .RVN MIA, 1 US Adv KIA, 4 US Adv WIA and 2 NP KIA,

At 010455 Feb a VG force of approximately 160 men from C4l Co and C5G
. D445 Bn attacked the RF 4 and -L Company at YS$383620, Heavy contact continued

-thro ghout the night, but the A and L Company supported by local artillery
kept the VC outside their compound,
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At 0500 approximately 140 VC from 2 Co, D445 Bn and C610 Ba iz Town

“ unit attacked JUSPiQ, PRU Hq, MSS Adv Hg, M’ station and Vietnamese Inform-

ation Service in the town of Ba Ria (¥837860%). One VC platoon occupied
the Province hospital, Catholic Church and the town theater. ALl of these
facllities ers astride Hwys 15 and 23 in the center .o.f town.

Also at 0500 C3 and G4 Cos from D445 Bn assaulted the bridge at ¥S375609,
The local RF/PF forces supported by artillery and mortars halted the VG-
assault, but the VC remained in contact until daylight.

At 0700 the Cl Co, D445 Bn assaulted and captured the alr strip adjacent
to Van Kiep National Training Center (¥8402608), At 0730 the 1lth 4bn 3n,
which was in tralning at Van Kiep, counterattacked and swept the area north
and east of the airsirip. By 0900 elements of the 4/48th Inf Bn moved cross
country from Long Dien into blocking positions east of ths air strip. 4/48th
Bn had moved to Lung Dien from Dat Do by truck., At the same time the 910 RF
Co took up blocking position to the south, concurrently securing the Chieu
Hoi village at ¥5402601, At 1030 the VG broke contact with 11th Abn Bn and
the 1lth returned to secure Van Kiep., The 4/48th Inf then swept the east and
north of Ba Ria and had continuous contact throughout the remainder of the

- day. At dark the 4/48th returned to secure its RD area in Dat Do,

At 010830 A/3rd RAR, with 9 armored personnel carriers attackei, entered
Ba, Ris from the north using Huy 2. They immediately penstrated to the center
of town and proceeded to clear out the VG from the church, JUSPA0, hospital,
VIS, PRU Hg ani theater area, As soon as Huwy 23/15 was clear in town, the
i/3 company proceeded to the bridge and the 4 and L Company to conduct ra-
supply operations, As a result of the contact during the night RF/PF units

" and the training center were erdtically low on ammunition,

At 0945 hours elements of the 3/52nd Gie Ray Inf were alrlifted to a
landing zone west of Ba Rla, By 1230 all 3/52nd Inf units were an the ground,
and et 1300 hours cormenced to sweep east to Ba Ria having continuous contact
on the way., At 1300 elements of the 52nd Rngr Bn landed at Ven Kiep Air Strip
and swept west into the town. '

The 52nd Inf, 52nd Ranger Bn and the elements of the .TF secured sector
Hq, the town market, and the bridge at ¥S375609 for the night. The VC had
been driven out of the FRU Hq, VIS Hq, MSS Adv Hq, NP Hg and th: hospital
during ths day, but some VG still remained in the theeter and other buildings
in the south of town, The VG companies which had attacked the 4 & L Company
were still in contact on the northwest side of town.

In the attacks on Cu Chi, Phu Cuong and Ba Ria the VG failedl to gain
their objectives because of the initial determined defenss of local defenders
and supporting air and artillery., They were deprived of expanding their
gains in Phu Cuong and Ba Ris by the rapid insertion of reaction forces,

The forces whi~h attacked Cu Chi were punished as & result of the prompt
reconnaissance in force migsion conducted by the 49th Regiment,
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In Saigon during the night and early morning hours of 30 January and
1 Feb *he VG initlated ground attacks with mortar or recoilless rifle fire
supuort agalnst several outposts in Binh Chanh District. They struck at the
Binh Dien Bridge (X8751832) on Highway 4, three RF/PF outposts, and a base
camp of ,the 199th Light Infantry Brigade (US), Highway 4 was cratered in two
‘places: one location was 1,5 kilometers north of Binh Chahh; and the other
was 2 kilometers north of the Binh Dien Bridge (XS751832) (the road was not
completely destroyed and traffic was able to pass). At 0645, Tan Son Nhut
Alrbase received heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire along the
eastern perimster but enemy troops were routed with the support of helicopter
gunships, As dntensified fighting continued within Saigon and Gia Dinh the
30th Ranger Battalion moved to the city from Thu Due District, while a
reinforced battalion from the 1st Infantry Divislion entered that district,
The Administrative and Direct Support Logistical Company, which supports
all RE/PF unlts in Gia Dinh Province, was attacked st 1100 hours but the VO
failed to gain access to the compound. Heavy fighting continued in Hoec HMon
and Go Vap where the Thanh My Tay outpost (XS873935) was overrun and the ¥C
tooir control in two hamlets of the village, 4An .RYN Marine task force
operating in Go Vap secured Thong Tay Hol villege (XS_822979) and the area
aro.nd the artillery and armor headquarters compounds, During the sweep
in this location they captured nine prisoners, two of whom wers reported as
HVA officers. Action in the southern parts of Saigon clty was centered
around the Cholon area where the COFAT compound received small arms fire; the
593rd Signal Gompany came under mortar attack; and a small band of VC snipers
were surrounded in the Technical School next to the Free World Militery
dssistance Forces Headquarters (XS836909). ARVN Rangers and US 19Gth Light
Infantry Brigadc units reported beavy contact throughout the city, At 1815
hours, Hoc Mon District Keadquarters came under another mortar attack as the
VC continved to maintain control of the downtown area. Information recelved
durlig the afternoon revealed that the V0 intended to blow the large power
plant and water treztment works in Thu Duc along the Bien Hoa highway. A
conpany from the lst Infantry Division (US) was quickly dispatched to these
areas and secured both installations at 1925 hours, During the night the VG
launched attacks against the 519th Military Intelligence S~4 compound in
Go Vap using automatic weapons » hand grensdes, and B-40 rockets but were
renulsed after heavy fighting, The 1st Marine Battalion in Go Vap and E
Company of the 3/7th Inf (US) in Salgon came in contact at 2300 hours with
geveral VG platoons, :

8s Actions During 2-5 February 1968:

On 2 February the VC continued to launch attacks throughout the III
GTZ. The most significant actions occurred in Saigon, and the 33d DTA.

In Saigon at 0055 hours, the VG attacked the Nguyen Can Tho and Pham
Van Chi Police stations in the 6th Preecinct South West of Saigon as well as
the precinet headquarters amd the Phu Lam police check polnt. The large
Newport bridge (XS873980) on the Bien Hoa Highway linking Saigon and Thu Duc
came under attack at 0100 hours on the eastern side, VC unlts overran the
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bunkers in that location but relief elements from the 720 MP Battalion (US)
and the 30th Ranger Battalion (ARVN) with supporting gunships moved across

the bridge and secured 1t by 0250 hours with no damage caused to the structure.
During these huurs the VO were quite active in conducting mortar and rocket
attacks against the 3rd Marine Battalion {ARVN) outpost at Vinh Loc and the

US Mobile Advisory Team location, both inTan Binh District. A bridge site
being secured by US 25&h Division troops in Hoc Mon was also atiacked by

RPG~2 rockets but no damage wes caused. At 0440 hours, the Thu Due District
Headquarters was heavily attacked by the 272nd Re.t employlng B=40 rockets

and mortars. The National Poliee Station was also attacked by elements of this
force. 4 prisoner captured later in the morning revealed that NVa troops

were being used in VG unmits as filler persomnel,

Throughout. the day there were many reports and sightings of V€ units

moving, or attempting to mass, but they were constantly harassed by air

and arillery strikes, helicopter gunships and by US~GVN units which reacted

quickly to intelligence information and were now conducting sweep operatlions

in suspected VG locations., The 2/%7h of the 10lst Airborne Division (us)

arrived in Tan Son Nhut at 1230 hours and was deployed in eastern Binh Chanh

District, ARVN Merine, Airborne, Ranger and 199th light Infantry Brigade

- (US) units were conducting search and sweep operations in the city of Saigon
and clearing pockets of resistance, The major VG attempt to capture the
clty apresred to be spent as the impetus of the enemy offensive had been
broken. VC forces still had the capabllity to initiate sttacks agsinst in-
dividual installations but not with the magnitude of the first two days.
Large mumbers of VC were still resisting in the Cholon area of Saigon, The

. light dofense force at the Cau Dua bridge in Hoc Mon was heavily attacked
and overrun at 1500 hours., Many reports indlcated that VC units were be-
coming disorganized and disoriented in Sulgon as they were losing ceordination
and control from parent units and were sttempting to extract themselves from
the city. During the night, helicopter gunships, aircraft, and river patrol
boats raked suspected or known crossing points from Go Vap into Thu Duc.
Twenty sampans were spotted along the Saigon river in Go Vap which were
engaged by alreraft firing rockets and mini-guns and all vessels were sunk
with secondary explosions occuring. .

On 3 TFebruary at 0410 hours the Thu Duc District Headquarters was hit
by a heavy ground attack by an estimated force of two VO battalions with
automatic weapons, B-40 rockets, machine guns and mortars. District
forces had been reinforced by elements of a US company and three FF
platoons which repulsed the attack with the help of mini-gun firing air-
craft, gunships and flareships., Forty VC bodies were found in the morning
but. /W mccounts estimate that eighty~five were killed during the two attempts
.on this headquarters. - A large number of civilian homes were destraoyed
(approximately 75) by VC fire and thirty-eight civilians killed, The 2nd
Marine Battalion (ARVN) compound in Thu Due was attacked at 0650 hours by
VC firing small arms and mechine guns. Although casuslties were light,
oextensive damage was caused to living facilities where 59 units were
destroyed. Highwsy 4 through Binh Chanh was again cratered in two places
during the night, but the road remained passable.

+

CONFIDENTIAL




ﬂmya T2
(155 1”7'

" 7‘2;@,;/7

Reproduced at the National Archives

, &0 Y ERE

# Feb 87 7

CONFib i FIAL

‘z_u_mex I (IIT Corps Advisory Group) to T2T Offensive After iction Report (U)

(Gont)

Province and Saigon, where heavy fighting was still being encouwrtered in
Cholon and orouns the race track aren. Ono battelion from the 9th Infantry
Division moved into Nha Be District with a supporting artillery battery and
was assigned an area of operation which covered the entire diastrict, At
midnight anothor attack wes directed at Binh Chanh District Headquarters by

. VC ground elements using mortars and recollless rifle fire which killed 2

RF soldiers and 2 civilians and wounded 4 RFs and 10 civilians,

In the morning of 5 February, Thu Duc and Hoc Mon District Headguarters
had light contacts and received harassing suiper fire, The 5/60th Inf (Mech),
9th Division (US) had contact in Binh Chanh which lasted for seven hours
through the night and early morning, One iPC was destroyed and one damaged
with 2 US KIA and 8 JIA. Heavy contacts were experienced by other 7S units
in Hoc Mcn and Binh Chanh where 3/7 Battalion, 199th Light Infantry Brigade
had an air mobile operation land in the midst of a VG force, Seven heli~
copters were danaged and forced down but all were later extractad, US
casualties were: 2 KIA, 12 WIA, while 43 VC were killed and 2 were captured,
along with 12 weapons, Another contact with a VC eomvany in Binh Chanh,
conducted by 2/327 Airborne y resulted in 16 VC KIA and 1 heavy machine run,
2 1light machine guns and 2 82mm mortars captured,.

‘During the night, VC attacks were mounted egainst several RE_‘/PF ontposts
although no significant damage was caused. VG held large areas in thc 6th
Preecinct of Seigon and blew the power plant in the 5th Precinet which caused
a partial power failure in that area of the eity. Heavy fighting occurred
in the 8th Precinct between VO and ARVN Rangers units and many VC were still
holding out in the Cholon area, 4An attack upon a PF outpost in Binh Chanh where
US. Airborne elements were being housed caused meny casualties to both US and
Vietnamese. Zleven US were KIA and 6 WIA, 2 PF KIA, 10 WI4, 5 civilians
wounded and 2 RD cadre killed, VC losses amounted to 17 KIi (BC) and 6
weapons captured. The enemy unit was reported as NVA, and after this action

. movel toward the 7th Precinct of Salgon,

. It was clear by 5 February that the major VC units in Saigon were dise
persed or disorganized, however, the quantity of VG personnel scattered
throughout still prevented the transition back to normal in the city, In

order to provide a unifie?l command within the city, and to take best adventage
of the firepower and flexibility of US forces, a ma.jor change in responsibility
was planned, JGS would commend the clearing operations within the elty,

giving the Ranger, Airborne and Marine commands, and the National Police each

a section of the city to clear, The US forces would be withdrawn to the per-
imeter to block the escape of VG within the city and to prevent reinforcement.
from without, In the 33d DTA the battle for Ba Ria continued, snd a major VG
attack was launched on the 18th Div Hq and Long Khanh Province Hq at XZuan Loc.

The .D440 Bn supported by local guerrflss and elemants of the &4th Rear
Services Detadhment launched a ground ard mortar attack on Xuan Loc at 0130
hours. One enemy company penetratel the town of Xuan Loc on the west and
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pushed in as far as the morket place. One AC trp with zn attache: tank platoon
from 1st Cav (ARVN) and C troop 3/5 Cav (U.) were quickly committed to the
market place. The .RVN/US C.v reaction force came from the east of Xuan Loc
along the main east-west road in Xuan Loc an. reccived light enemy small

arms and rocket fire from both sides of the poods These units did not allow
the harassing forces along the road to slow doun or stop them, They moved
directly to the market place putting fire along both sides of the main road as
they went, Immediately upon reaching the market place they gained contact with
the VG, stopped the penetration, and destroyed the VO company. The VG with-
drew to houses and the Catholic Church on the western edge of town. The VC
Jo8t 74 killed end 5 -captufed at the market place, This rapid sggressive
counterattack by theé Cav ended any serious VO threat to Xuan Loc, After this
counter attack the VC had only scattere. individuals on the western edge, and
along the east-west road in town. .

The 1/43@ Inf conducted recon in force operatlons sté.z—bing at daylight

- on 3 Feb, HMost of the remaining VC were eliminated; however, at nightfall

there were still some snipers left in town, At 032240 Feb Xuan Loc received |
mortar, rocket, small arms end automatic wespons fire along the north and east
of the perimeter. At 040230 Feb the VC conducted a ground attack on the
}..0V compound airfield end 18 Div Headquarters. "Spooky" and light fire

" teans supported and no penetrations were made. VG broke contact at approximately
* Q4LOL00 Peb, This was the last signifieant contact in Xuan Loce The two

Battalions of the 43d Inf conducted search and clear operation inside and
outside of Yuan Loc during the day of 4 Feb, Host of the remaining snipers
were eliminated; however, isolated sniper fire occurred until 7 Feb., The
total results of the Xuan Loo battle are as follows: 66 VC killed by ARVN,
45 VC killei by US and 5 VC captured. 15 ARVN KIA, 2 US KI4, 27 iRW WI4, 19
US WIA, 2 Civ.KTA and 113 Cliv WIA.

West of Ba Ria at 020205 Feb the VCC25 Long Dat Concentration Company,
with an estimated strength of 100, launched en attack on Long Dien Y¥S4315%.
The VC used rockets mertars, small arms and automatic weapons fire and e
ground essault on the NP HQ, VIS HQ, and the Diztrict Hg Compound. The local
RF/PF forces repulsed the attack and the VO withdrew to fortified positions
along the southern edge of Long Dlen vicinity of ¥5430591, They maintained
some troops in this position until driven out on 10 Jan 68,

With daylight on 2 February the 52 Rngr Bn, 3/52 Inf Bn and RAR conducted
search and clear operations in Be Ria, The 4/48 conducted search and clear
operations in its TAOR in the vicinity of Dat Do, In Ba Ria TAC air and light
Firc teans were used to asaist in clearing the VC out of the theater and
southern part of town, and the VC units in the north western part of town in
the vieinity of the A & L, Co, These search and clear operations eliminated

. the VO threet to Ba Ria. 206 VC were killed and 61 wespons found in towm,

and in the vicinity of the A & L Co, At the Van Kiep training center 52 VC
were killed, 2 VC and 53 weapons were caplured.
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On the night of 2/3 Feb the action shifted from Ba Riz to long Dien. At
030300 Feb the VC launched a ground and mortar attack against the district
headquarters in Long Dien, The VC were not able to penetrate the district
headquarters but they did remain in town until daylight. No ®Spooky" or
light fire teams were available to support L.ng Dien., :

" . ~ In the morning of 3 Feb the 3/25 Inf Bun moved out of Ba Ria to the east
and swung south to Long Dien, By 1130 hours the 3/52 had contzet with 2 VC
platoons in the town at Y5425596. The contact continued into the afterncon
without significant gains, At dark the 2/52 Inf withdrew to north of town
where Lt was joined by &/3 RiR.

On 4 Feb the 2/52 Inf move. south into Long Dien and swung east along Hwy

23 while A/3 RAR moved south along the western edge of town with no contacte.
The 52d Inf met light opposition but cleared the main part of town, 524 Inf
and A/3 RiR remained in Long Dien for the night. The 52 Rngr Bn conducted
search and clear operations.ezst of Ba RIA. They had light cantact vieinity
of ¥8393403, but the VC quickly broke contact and withdrew to the south.

After this there was no further activity in the Ba Ria Area. During this
period an additional 44 VC bodies were found and 4 more VO were captured,

) . At 020210 Feb an unknown number of VC from the 506 LF Bn attacked Bao Trai
with 82mm mortar and RPG fire, "Spooky" supported along with ARVN and US
artillery. The VG broke contact at 020615 and withdrew in an unknown direction,
The enemy mortar and RPG fire hit the National Poiice detalnees compound,
killed 5 detainees and wounded 32; 1 ARVN was kille. and 7 wounded; and 3
eivilians were wounde.. Znemy losees are unknown, )

020815 Feb Dinh Quan SS reported contact with an unknown VG force at
YT570375., The VG used 60 and 82mm mortars, small arms and automatic weapons
in this attack, At 02110 FebW were reported in control of the wvillage
at Dinh Guan and the situation was reported critical because an estimated

" VC Bn was reported in the village. At 1940 one aompany of 3/43 Inf was
moved by alr from Phu Hoi YS0888 to Dinh Quan XS568377. This company made
eontact with an estimated Bn sized foree immediately after landing, At
030610 the fighting contimued in the streats, but the VC finally broke
contact at 030945. The results were 8 RF/PF KIA, 5 Giv KIA, 1 RD Cedre }T4,
12 weapons lost, and the VC losses unkiiown,  The enemy force consisted of 1
guerrilla plt from Long An and 1 guerrilla plt from Dinh Quan, These
guerrillas, by thelr aggressive attitude and deception, were able to kesp the

logal forces contained in their compound for two days, -

With the VG offensive helted,the emphasis was shifted from reacting to
VG threats to the elimination of the VG in Salgon and in the vieinity of the
Province and District Capitals,

In Saigon the JGS put into action the plans using Marines, Rangers, Air-
borne troops and National Po:ice to ferret out the VG within the city, Each
of these forces was given a sector of responsibility within Siigon and was
ordered to thoroughly search and clear these sectors., The US forces moved to

\{ an outer ring a-ound Salgon and cut off VO entry and exit to the eity.
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In the Division Tactical dreas search and clear operations were initiated
in the areas surrounding the province, district and tactical unit headquarters,

Efforts wers mede by RVN and RF/PF commanders to et their soldiers who
were cut off at home while on TET leave back to their units, ARVN strength
in the battalions was up to 75% of the authorized strength by 10 February.

For the most part the VC avoided contact; however, the; continued to e
conduct harassing mortar and rocket attacks throughuvut the Corps arssa, They
did launch unsuccessful ground attacks on Tan An, Tay Ninh and Long Be,

At 100255 Tan 4n Sector Hq received a heavy morbar and ground attaci
from the K-3 Bn, Dong Nai Regt. The local RF/PF forces supnorted by "Spooky"
and & light fire team from 9th US Div halted the VC attack, and caused the
VG heavy casualties. 103 VC were killed and this doss not include 19 VG
killed by 9th Div troops, 22 VC captured, and 24 weapons were captured. 3 RF,
8 MF and 1 ARVN were killed and 11 RF were wounded. As a result of the .
indiscriminate VC mortar attack 25 Civ were killed and 125 wounded, In this
action the combination of the determined RF/FF defenders, and the high volume

" of accurrate fire delivered by spocky and the light fire teams,

&t 180055 elemsnts of the 211 and 212 Bns conducted 2z ground and mortar

attack on Song Be (YUl81080). Enemy forces peneterated the town as far ag

the market place by 0200 hrs, Two companies of the 3lst Rngr Bn maintained
contact with the VC forces in the town throughout the nights The VC withdrew
from the city at daylight leaving a harassing force of 100 men behind, The
Main VG force went to a location vest of the city, A joint foree of 2/17

US Cav and 3lst Rangers gained and maintained contact with the VC west -of town
all day 18 Feb, LFT, FAC and TAC alr supported these contacts, The VG
withdrew in an unknown direction at 1930 hours, Results: 6 ARVN KIA, 1 Us
KFA, 3L ARVN WIA, 1 US WIA, 1046 VC KIA, 13 VC PW and 52 VG weapons coaptured,
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