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1. (U) NAME OF OPERATICN: APACHE SIUY.
0. (C) DATIS CF OFTRATICN: 211200 “ay 49 to 03701 Jupe 64 (inciusive dates
0f 2-5C% participation),
3. (€Y LOCATICN: YNorthern & Shau Velley, “ﬂwjiyﬂf
vince, RVM. Maps: Vietnam Map Series LT/ 01h, Sheets "ol
1:50,000 and Dictowap Susplement Series 8020, ‘:hec A
L. {(C) COMiarn/CCThOL HEADQUAYTERS: vgs, 24 Rde
g, (C) RTPCATINY OTRICER: LIC fene T Sherron (ALLITLT R
o avp . O VT - Ny ’ L o I
6. () TASK CEGLIZATIC @ A/2-504; B R-T0h, T/2-R05, D/2-ETA, /2506 (.,
7. (C) SUPSCRTIIG CRCS:
a. Artillexry:

2~11th
1-83rd

L-77th

C/2~315th Artillery (1CS5).

Direct Supnort
General Suprort Reinforcing.

(159).
Artillery (-~) (175/8").

Artillery (=)

aeneral Support Reinforcing.

Artillery (~) (ARA), Seneral Suvport Reinforcing.

b, Tactic AL Supvort:  Tth TAF.

¢. Airlift and Pesupply:
(1) 158th issault Pelicopter Pattalion.
(2) 159th isszault Helicopter Battalion.
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d. Engineer: 1 Plat B/326th Ener.
e. Pathfinder: 160th Aviation fGroup.
8. (C) IVTELLIGENCE: See Intelligence Inclosure.

9. (C) MISSICH: 2-506th Inf, combat assault, 21 May 1969, into FSB Alirborne
(¥D355070), conduct RIF operations to locate and destroy enemy forces, basc
areas and caches in assigned area of cperation.

16. (C) CONCEPT OF OPERATICN: Three (3) companies conduct RIF/Search nnd
Jlear Operations on separate axes with the BN CP, one (1) rifle company ond the
combat support company (~) located at FSK Airborne frr security: canstruction
and improverment of the facility.

11l. EXECUTION:
a. Method of Cperation:

(1) A/2-506: Provide security, conduct incal FIF ard improve de-
fensive positions at FSH Alrborne.

(2) P/2-506: RIF/Search and Clear from FS2 Airborme to the SW.
(3) ©/2-306: RIF/Search and Clear from FSB Airborpe to the S~SE.
(1) D/2-506: RIF/Search and Clear from FSR Airborne to the NW.
(8) E/2-506 (=)3 Frovide 8lmm mortar support from FSB Airborne.

{a) Provide ground surveillance through employment of cres-
served starlight scopes, radar, and anti-intrusion devices.,

() PRecon Plat provide security for F53 Airborne, improve de-
Fensive positions and conduct local RIF operations. (See Inclesure 2, Operations
Schematic,)

b. Operations Narrative:

(1) 21 May 69: The 2-506th Inf began participation in Operation
{PACHE SHOW with the movement, by CH-L7, of the Bn CP, Companies B, C and E (-)
"rom Camp Evans, Phong Dien District Headquarters and An Lo Bridge to F3B Blaze
'YD529020). This move consisted of 312 PAY utilizing 10 CH-L7 sorties. Upop
sompletion of the Hnok move to FSB Blave, the Bn CP and Company E (~) conducted
y CA from PZ FSB Blaze to FSR Airborne. This move consisted of 107 PAX, util-
lzing 22 sorties. Company A was released from OPCON to the 3-187th Inf and con-
jucted a CA from PZ YC327982 to LZ ¥SB Airborne with 85 PAX utilizing 17 sorties.
Jompany A and Recon Plat assumed a defensive position on FSB Airborne. Because
»{ darkness, Companies B, C and D remained at FSR Blaze and FSB Currahee overnight.
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operaticn APACHE SNOW,

(3) Rocomrendations., That supply personnel utilize the 155
powder bag conbainers for resupply of water,

A o GM

7 JAMES M, BOWERS
LTC Infantry
Commanding
2 Inclosures:
1. Area of Creretions, 10 May ~ 9 Jun 69.
2. Area of Operations, 3 Jun - 9 Jun 69,
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(2) 22 May 69: The CA of Companies B, C and D from FSB's Blaze

and Currshee was completed and consisted of 282 PAX and 57 sorties. Upon

completion of this CA, all elements of the 2-506th Inf were on or near ¥sB

Airborne. Companies B, C and D began their RIF/Search and Clear Cperationg

away from FSB Airborne on separate axes. Company A and the Recor Plat conducted

A s . - -
local RIF n1°"10ﬂs in the immediate vicinity of F3B Airborne, All units began
finding evidence of enemy activity as they continued their operations, l.e.,
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appeared to have been used as recently as three [3) weeks. There was no ercnoy
contact on 22 May,

(3) 23 Hay 69: The 2-5C6th Inf covtiruved operations
with the Bn CP, Companies 4 and § (-) located at TU8 Airborns,
¥SR Airborne ere‘vad four (L) rounds nf 60mn rortar

ulties as a result of this action. Comnaniez B, ©

evidence of enemy activity in the arca. Co %, vie

arms fire from an unknown cnemy force resul-ing ix
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ing, he sustained orly a minor injury. At 1050} 3 locatio
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Co B was again in contact for the third time today with the same thres (3)

nemy . The Recon Plat was sent from FSB Alrborne 4o Co Btls location to assist

C

e </

in the removal oi Co B's KIAs and WIAs.2-506 used tlocking .Tire with 8lmm mob -
t an air strike on a hilltorn near Co Bls location. At 1213

h Co D received small awmms and RPA fire. In this action, Co

wounded who, at 1250 hours died as a result of injuries sus-

D had
tainedu Lt L(U) hours, at YD3L4078, Co D had one (1) incoming round, a suS-
pected 82Zmm mortar round. This resulted in one (l) man wounded., But, at 1722
hours, this man died 35 a result of his wounds, For the day, then, thers were
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(L) 2L May 69: The 2-506th Inf continued to conduct RIF/Search and
Clear Operatims in its assigned AD, with Co B moving to the SW, €o C to the
S and Co D to uhe M¥. Signs of ernemy activity were still oejnﬂ found as units
prosressed. t OSLS hours, FSB Airborne received an estimated 38 rounds of

60m mortar flre from an unknown location. There wors nerative casuaities in

this action. Co D had three (3) centacts dvrineg the day at 0920 ho rs, 1210
hours &nd 1800 hours, In the first action, at 0720 hours, at YD342070, Co D
Vi moving ahout 200 meters from their NDP teo the east. They

observed one (1, N

engaged him with small avms fire, however, a BIF of the area had necative re-
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Byme cnineit Tive Tl am s wan Wmaliavnd o e ThronadssrAd 9n o dren RTE once
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again led to negative results. Finally, at 1800 hours, Co D at YD3L1O7L receivec
four (L) rounds of small arms fire with the suspected cnemy l-cation being 150
meters to their south. They enszoed but did not receive return fire. In all
three contacts, Co D did not Havo any casualties. In other action today, Co C

at 1156 hsurs, at ¥D34%077, discovered and destroyed two (2) 250 pound bombs.
Then at 1803 hours, at Iﬂ}“lO(é Co C received three (3) bursts of small arms
fire but "LSLHJF’” negative injuries. They checked out the area of the sus-
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casualties as a resuvlt of these actions. There were secveral burkers and
hooches found in the A0, Additionally, units f:und varicus items of enemy
clothing and equipment.

(5) 25 May 69: All units continued to maneuver agzinst suspected

and caches and continued to find bunkers, firchting positions

enemy positions
and enemy clothing and equipment. At 0915 hours, an air strike was ﬁmrlojcd

for LZ construction. The only contact for the day was made by Co B at 183%

A SN

hours at YD3610566, at which time they received three {3) RPG rounds and soro

small arms fire They returned {ire and after checking out the area,
sustai

3

ooaer

ound a pool of tlood but negative further. In the action, Co

(6} air
for LZ construc nehs
at 10L0O hours when D recelived ¢ cimately ten (310) N
fire and the other was at 1350 hours when erdind! patrst frew Co B fireo

on one (l) epemy entering thelr former D V38305, Results of these actions
werc one (1) NVAAKTIA and one (1) US/WIA. In other action today, Co € and the
Recon Plat each frund a bunker complex and Co C also found flae {5) graves conto U

ing deconposed bodies.
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V7 27 May 0%: The 2-506th Inf continued its RIF/Search and Clea
Nrmvadd nre Gy $Elaa vmasadlanymn A Slamen el D ~on At YD marsame thmran wrom aArm ADmm
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perimeter with direct hits on two (2) bunkers and zn LP located 2% meters out-
side the perimeter. There were foor (L) US/¥I4 and six (6) US/WIA as a result
of the attack, Simultaneously, with the mortar attack on FSB Airborne, Co B
Came under a grenacde avtack but sustained no casualifies. During the day, units

continued to find eremy burkers, hooches, equipment and munitions which was hich-
lighted by three (3) scparate caches, found in vieinity Y03L8063. and discovered
by Co C which crisisted of a total of 800 rounds of 82mm mortar , 600 reunds of
60mm mortar -, 100 RPG-9 and 100 RPG-7 rounds. All of the ammunition in these
caches was in good condition and was evacuated.
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(8) 28 May 69: The 2-506th Inf continued operations in the northern
Clrmss Vel T mey o Ll &l M T Vismesan 2 o A e A T N T i Ak TIOM AL ~vams Al
o ollad Veldld2y wliull LIC 20 LIy Lilpanies A4 dnd i (-, 10Cateld. duv ron ALIoDINe alil
Cammanrtce T O angd T maranamrire Aamatecadt cuonarntad arnamyg 1aeatrisana angd ecoanhoco
VOMIHESALIALTD Ay W AR U AL B VO L T el Lo U oUW UL UEW CHCHEY Lo a be VU0 Gl Adhiibo e
Co B zt YTRATENCA and On N 2% VNADOO7PE. feaurd amall havlear and one comnleyes
Lo B at ¥YD350050 and Co B &t ¥D329075, found smell banker and hooch complexes
and a small amount of clcthing and and miscellaneous equipment. CD C at
- o > . .
¥YD3510538, found three (3) new AKLT Rifles wrapped iu plastic and e AKLT mag-
azines, At 1748 hours, Co D, while moving into its NDT located at at fD330075,
tripped a booby trap consisting of two or three claymores. This resulted in

f"uI‘tefﬂ‘ (1).!,) QAJ/MHJIQ

(9) 29 ¥ay £9: The 2-506th Inf continued to operate in its assirned
o ,urtacts during the day, hawever, Ceo U, while in its

incoming "hite
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(10) 30 May 69: The 2-506th Inf continued to operate in the northern
A Shau Valley. At 1500 hours, vic YD327068&, Co D found an anti-aircraf{t pogi-
tion with 12.7mg ammunition in it and five (S) burkers and four (L) hooches, Co
C found an asscrtment of o0ld and rusty ammunition and Recon Plat, while on a lo-
cal RIF of FSB Airborne, found three (3) sets of ¥VA fatigues and miscellaneous
medical supplies and documents in a cave.

/173 N7 WMasr L0 Ml s N OALLL Ted mpmembhdee 3 DTN /Qanmnls nnd 07 cmae Mmoo
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ations in 1bs assigned A0 in the northern A Shau Valley. Cumpanies B, © and D,
while oDeratine nn sonarates avaco a1l famd evidence nf enemyv activity in their
i o VerA\-AU-hAIB Al \-J\.':JLA-I.uUV UJ\\/U, Ch e he - AL L e AN AYE T A AV A \.-l.\JaHJ AW .V A /ly - W A e
respective areas. At ¥YD328066, Co D found a bunker/hooch c-mplex with a latrine,
a shower point and an observation platform. At YD319063, Co C located an ammuni-
tion cache consisting of 215-82mm mortar rounds, 100~ 60mm mortar rounds, 31 RPG-7

ard 12 RPG-9 rounds and 1l BLO Rockets. Also at YD350067, Co C found another
cache of small arms and mortar ammunition. "n this caﬁhe, there were AXL7, Smm,
12.7mm, 1lh.5mm and RPG-7 rounds, as well 23 82mm and 60mm mortar rounds. Co B
at YD351047, found 880 rounds of 12.7mm ammunition. 411 the above cuches were
evacuated.

s T Tiwvm AL £V i o m T o m TY A mmd TV mme i anin a0 Ll e DTS O i mnale v
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nolished. in 100 nound hace and in eveallent pandiddion. Alan at 3L,9061. Co
r ~~~~~~~~ LI OAUL POUNd Rags and 1n eXcellelT ConNaLLAION, L480D, db Li247U0L; LD
C found the wreckage of a UH-1D Helicopter. At the crash site was the partial

1

2] a g
remains of a body, a flisht helmet with the name "CPT Begley" on it, 2 M6C Mach-
ineguns, serial numbers 6L77 and 7005, 1 CAR-15, 1 M79 Arenade uHﬂPChGT. 2 M16
Rifles and a Jungle Penetrator. Other activities of the day incluvded a cache
of fishing equipment found by Co C at YD3LY061, which consisted of six (6) 100
pound bundles of transparent fishing line, LOO fishing poles and 100C snap links
vith swivels. :

S - oA N\ — - P
(13) 2 June OY: As the companies continued to maneuver WJthlP the
\C, they continually founé siens of enemy ﬁCblVluy. The 12 element of Co C was
nAdwn TS O ] d e TN A S el i b el L0 PN PUUUNE. TERRRUIL. DRI 1 1 Y s ooy Sy
ALl Lllted Lo fab All'o0Tne vo provide. seCurlvy and CoOnouct locCal day time KUK
sperations while the Recon Plat was extracted from FSB iirborne to Camp Evans
tD atteﬂd R ﬁT)ﬁlll [od .QChr\r\.l While conductine a2 nlatoon-give T +n the Si of
SEi- v~ - L‘J L dal/ W il LA AR ELER e UJ.AJ.T w“ IJ.LJJ MY e e A Ab L v VrI, Qi L 5
"SR Airborne, Co A, at 0915 hours and at YD361065, spotted avoroximately ten (10)
WA setting up US- tvoe claymores. There was an immediate exchange of fire be-

[

ween the NVA and Co A, The NVA detonated their claymores durine the exchange
f fire. The results of this contact were two (2) WUA/TIA, one (1) S /XI4 and
our (L) US/WIi. Thro:ghout the day, Comparies B, € and D cantirued to find
sunkers, hooches, caves and small amounts of miscellaneous clothing, eouipment
ind armunition. At 1340 hours, ?p vic YD37306k and YD354065, CTo C £- nd two
separate rice cahce Wthh totaled 12,500 pounds of polished rice ir 150
2] 3 Jegree slope against logs and LDVETEG ith plas-~
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(1) 3 June 69: The 2-506th Inf still participatine in Operation

2LOET Qi riam e A ~ e : -

wiCHE SiICW, continued to £ind sisns of enemy aothlty during ‘its RIF coerations
hroughout the Bn A0, Units continued to ceornduct individual operations and
cund small bunker and hosch complexes and small quantities of enemy clothing
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and equipment. At 1330 hours, the 11 element of £/2-506, while or 2 lzcel “JF
from FSB Airborne, at ¥YD36206k, found two (2) zraves containing two (2) NVA
bodies killed less than 2l-hours. They were killed by small arms fire possibly
as a result of contact made by another Co A RIF on 2 June 69.. At ¥YD3L3056, Co

C found two (2) SKS Rifles wrapped in plastic and buried under leaves. The rifle
were in poor condition but would fire. They were evacuated. There was no enemy
contact during the day.

(15) ! June 69: Companies B, C and D continued to conduct EIF/ Search
and Clear Operations in the Bn A0. The only contact occurred at 1000 huours when
Co D recelved asproximately ten (10) rounds of small arms fire. Therc were no
casualties as a result of this action, Ab ¥YD3L0O0S3, Co C found 22 rournds of £2mm

mortar ammunition. Z4nd at YD35506k, while or a local RIF, Co A found five (5)
rkers,

rounds of 82mm mortar armunition. ALl companies continued to find bw
hooches and miscellaneous items of clothine and equipmont.

(16) 5 June &9: The 2-506th In{ conbinued participstion in the Bde
peration in the 4 Shau Valley by conducting RiF/Search and Clear Operaticns in
its assimed A with the Bn CP located 2t FSB jdrborne, fSompanies B, C end D
continued to maneuver or separate axes with Co B oriented to the west,
south and Co D to the northwest., Co A remained ag securibty force for TS
borne and conducted local RIF operations durine the daylieht hours. A
hours, at YD314105, Co D made contact with an estimated two (2) NVA. This actiop
resulted in one (1) NVA/IA and one US/#Ta. The VF7./XI4i had in his posession

an RPG Launcher which was evacuated to this location, Additionally, Co D found
at YD31L098, three (3) sraves estimated to be one (1) year old and four (L) bun-
kers with overhecad cover, At 1518 hours, at YD31L10L, the 13 element o” Co D
azain made coptact with an estimated MVA squad. Co D sustaired three (3) US/WIA
in this actiecn all of which were medivaced shortly after the end of the contact.

At 1815 hours, Cc C received one (1) RPG round which exploded in the trees and
thereby causing three (3) US/WIl4.

Al
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(17) 6 June 69: A1l elemerts of the 2-506th Inf continued to operate
in the assizred 0. 4t 0630 hours, at YD315046, Co B had incoming RPG and 60mm
mortar rounds. Co B sustained one (1) US/KIA and 12 US/WIA from this attack.

At 1500 hours, Co B macde contact with 2-3 NVA equipped with small arms at
YD3050L3. In this action, there was one (1) US/WIA.

(18) 7 June 69: Today was the last day for the 2-506th Inf partici-

pation in Operation APICHE SCW, At 1210 hours, & LCH on a VR mission for this

battalion received ground fire from vic ¥D337077. The Bn S3 received & minor
leg wound as a result of this action. At YD355068, Co C found five (5) bun-
The ordnance consisted of LO Rifle rrenades, 3 RPG-G

Kers anc emmunition.
rounds and 2-60mm morbtor rounds. Also Co C, at YD355002 made contact with three

Tr this action there were no US casualties but there was one (1) NVA/

KIA. After this action, they later found four (L) hooches in the area. And upon
ing, found two {2} $¥8 Rifles, 1 sniper rifle, 8 Model LL Carbines, 2 MaS

BLO Rockets, 1 case of RPG rounds,

n

rifles, 1 PPSh3 sub-machinequn, 8 cases of
o
=)

ses of AKL7 ammo, SC-50 pound bags of salt and 20 packs of powdered salmon.
UNCLASSIFIED /1 2-¢




AVIG-LU - R
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report CPORD 3-6%9 (APACHE swow) (U)  UNCLASSIFIED

Ab YD33707h, Co D found onme (1) AKL? rifle, ome (1) SKS rifle, 1 Model Ll rifle

with grenade launcher;, ten (10) anbi-tank grenades and some miscellaneocus small
arms ammunition, clothing and equipment. During the hours of darkness, radar

o n S S AL v mrrarad mnnr;.mar‘)f‘.

and crew served starlight scopes located at FSB Airborme, disCOvered movement
of small groups of individuals and various lights., All sightings were engaged
by 81mm mortars after which the movement ceased. At 1616 hours, Co B was air
moved from their field location at YD309039 to FSB Airborne to take over the
secuvity of the fire base, The CA was complete at 1640 hours.

12, (C) RESULTS:

a. The mission was successfully accomplished and vast quantities of
enemy supplies and materials were captured.

b, Enemy losses:
(1) ¥I&: 30 (includes 21 ¥I4 by A/2-506 whils CPCOMN to 3-187th Inf)

\

(2) KBAA: VNone

(5) Fnemy equipment captured or destroyed:
(a) Food supplies: 2,600 lbs
(5) Small arms weapons: 27
(¢) Small arms ammo: 084,227 rds
(d) 60mm mortar ammo: 712 rds
(e) 60mm mortar Base Plate: 1
(£) 82mm mortar ammo: 1,361 rds
(z) &2mm mortar fuses: 100
(h) BLO Rkts: 38
(i) RPG 7 and 9: 20C
(3) 12.7mm and 1Lh.Smm Ammo: 13,708 rds

v N PP - )
(k) ¥iscellaneous ammo: 129 rds

S : !! i I.
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(n) NVA Machetes: 2
(o) ines and BRT: 7
(p) Fuel: 20 pal

{(q) Structures: 119
(r) Tunnels: 2

(s) Bunkers: 302

(t) Documents: 3= lbs

(v) Wedical supplies: 11% 1bs
(v) Secondary Zxplosions: 2
(w) Rice: 21,360 1bs

(x) Uniforms: 12

WA canteens: 2

~
(3]
e

Mittens: 50 prs
(aa) TFishing line: 600 lbs
{bb) Fishing prles: LOO ea

(ce) Commo wire: 5000 meters

13, (C) ADMINISTRATION:

a. Persomnel strencth:

21 May 1969

ASSIGNED PDY FIRLD
T1HC 191 172 36
A 119 105 ol
E 131 112 28
c 131 20 106
D 129 113 95
B 85 89 79
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AVDG-CC-C LTy | UNULADOIFIEL
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report CPORD 3-69 (APACHE SNCW) (U)

(b) Company B
| 1 Class I 14,000 1bs
2 Class II 300 1lbs
Class ITI 20 lbs
L Class vV 800 1bs
(c) Company C
1 Class I 16,000 lbs
2 Class II 300 1bs
3 Class IIT 20 lbs
L Class V 1,000 1bs
(d) Company D
L Class I 12,000 1bs
2 Class 11 25C lbs

Class I7T 20 1lbs

o

ﬂ Class V 700 lbs

¢, I'roblem Areas ~ Lessons Learned:

(1) Initially, FSB Airborne had insufficient helicopter landing area
for the amount of air traffic which some days exceeded 90 sorties. To alleviate
this problem, the CHL7 Pad, in the Artillery area, was enlarsed as well as im-

proved. The existing UH-1 Pacd was also enlarped to accomodate two {2} helicop~-

ters and a new CHL7 Pad was constructed on the southern edge of the perimeter.

(2) A large resupply of demclitions was reguired to be on hand at all
times to allow for bunker destruction, clearine fields of fire on the perimeter
ard construction of landine zones. An initial stockage of 5000 163 is recommende

(2) Much of the Fire Support Base was alreacy constructed when the
2-506 Inf initially moved in. Ctherwise a greater amount of Class IV material
would have been required,

(L) To facilitate resupply and maintain airmobility, landing zone
construction was a continual requirement. Time being a factor, it was soon
learned that by lowerinz the followine items, maneuver clements could rapidly

|
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AVDG-CC-C T NCLASSIFIED
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report CPCRD 3-69 (iPACH
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establish landing zones,.
(a) Two (2) long handled axes.
(b) Two (2) chain saws.

(¢) Premixed fuel.

TAPAY AC TN T andnmimn amd mancalordyries RWlizetire cansg
\e/ OU=sHuU gaelTIrIC ana non-eielilie Uiasuvili caps.
{£) 1 =700 The of Ol demolitinn
VL AU UV WU Ve Vi VDVl Vel

( Lha S ere olidated at FSR frirborne for imrediate cis-
, to companies and maintenance to include sharve~ine, adjusiment of E
tension and cleaning. The guantity of dewolition r€3a1red for zny ore lardin-
zone varied and depended uoon the condition of the Landing 2cone S‘ﬁe- Naisy
Cutters and ar‘LITOrv preparation reduced the amovnt of demolitior r reouired.
Due to the wind turbulence in this area, landine zones had to be larﬂe enouth
to allow an additional eight (8) feet beyond the normal arza allotted a UH-1
aircraft. Through its maneuverability and small size, the ICH was often used
to deliver necessary equipment to finish partially cemplsted landing zones.

ey

nat.ct

E S

15, (U) CHEMICAL: N/A
16. (U) CIVIL AFFAIRS: N/A
17. (U) PSYLPS: N/A

18, (C) CCMMUNICATIONS

-2 h TP U
a. Comrunications with maneuver companies and the Battalion rear was
o P TP o ey o W7y |
zonsistently good throuchout the operation. Due to sporadic falilure o1 VtUdL f
\ P L . - st~ UNLNAINAY
radio relays and automatic retransmission statlons at ragies 1'est, VIC ILUIVID,
rommunications was at times difficult.
1 £ = X 2l sl n kv mmdalmTioakhad ad TN ASYrIAaYre
De A 1IO0I'WaIG TIaclo madnvendriCe SNO0p wWdadS €oldiLlolicd ab J.08 ALl UJidic
b PramiTidnde st A srmrieatsr Al rmarmer I e anlr i maAdl~re dnirine fhe Intoryim remn21T
wU Jddvw L lovd L2 J.cllJ_LU J.t,'yd_L.L (=3 9101 lJJ.U LU Uadn~ la‘ LAl Lihy ULl 2/ Wil 41D L din A0 psaa
seriods.
c. Transmission security was above averace durinc the operation. OCne
somplete I change was experienced and the transition was made smoothlv.

19. (C) FENGINEER: Upon iritial occupation of 7SB Airborne, one (1) en~ineer
ylatoon was utilized to improve fighting burkers, clear fields o7 f{ire, create
1ew helicopter pads and ~enerally expand the fire base,

20
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AVD?-CC-C ~ T T L UNCLASSHIED
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report CFORD 3-69 (:PACHE SHOW) (U)

a. Mission: Provide 2-506th Inf artillery'ﬁupport for Cperation APACHE
SNOW, _

b. Concept: The 2-5C6th Inf was inserted on FSR Airborne relievins the
2-501th Inf in placc. C/2-319th and C/2-11th (-) remained on FSB firborne to
provide Direct Support and General Support Reinforcin:c fires for the 2-506th Inf

c, Execution:s

(1) The infantry mission required a careful and thorough search of
the immediate terrain surrounding FSB fAirborne; consequently, C/2-319th was very
limited in providinz fire support due to the proximity of the maneuver elcments
bo FSB Airborne,

(2) B/2-31%th irty, located on VSR Berchestrarden, provided fire sup-
>ort for the majerity of the missions fired for the ?-5C6th Inf.

(3) L=77th irty (4R4) (-) provided scnerci support rcinforcing fires
Tor the 2-506th Inf. The highly moblie and responsive ARA secticns are a def-
tnite asset to the eround commander.

d« Analysis: The key to successful indirect fire support is rapid respons
f the birect Suvport Artillery Bettery. Airmobile concepts cive the ground
rommander various means of suoportine fires., ARA is usually alerted at the time
rontact 1s indtiated, on station time varied between 10 and 15 minutes; thus tub:
rtillery must have been employed and adjusted prior to the arrival of the ARA
iection. If this has been accomplished, the ground commander or observer can
idjust tube artillery and ARA simultaneously. However, if the artillerv unit
roviding direct support cannot react prior to the arrival of the ARA section,
oordination cannot he mede between the tube artillery and the Aerial Rocket
rtillery, therefore, it is imperative that the reaction time of the tube artil-~
ery from the time the missior is received to the btime the round is fired be
ess than 5 minutes, It is a must that an air observer be on station to provide
ssistance to the ground observer that is in contact, ¥ountainous terrain is
ery decelving to the ground observer; visual contact to the impact is impossi-
le, thus a round impacting 200 meters on the opposite slope of the ground ob-
erver's pesition may sound as though it is at a far ereater distance. High
ngle fire was prlmarlly utilized resulting in an adcitional hazard. In order
oT mo r'l‘ounc‘. observer to provide himself with close-in supporting fires, he
ust have an additional set of syes in the sky.

f

1. {U) SPrEC BQUIPMERT 4D TFCHNIQES: /A

—
E;;

C

2. (C) CCOMMAMNDEL'S ANALYSIS:
a. Reconnaissance by fire.
(

Lloying de

L..J L

N\ . e
L) Ttem: ‘lancuver elements encountered small MVA teams usually
Aying anc barassing tactics creating cascelties and time lost

UNCLASZIVIED
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Yy TYNNUMY L o PR T AOL cn bm bt oo Tmwvmasd DOV 260 (LD WE“VQNF\M\-PH”LALJ
Whd gul vconodau L ue HACUTLION0 epOIriv Ly o=l (Al vl win v
| VIR, MU, B B - TIPS o o S N IR 4
Al Vi wuopL [IIGISRY; ! UIlE LiiLe
{9) S Tndinmne Tvtaned ve nan of roceon puv inﬁirn‘,,_. fl_‘)_"e on DlaDned
\&«/ VAR UV LULL RETP VIR ¥ Jw S S WU O - EEL Ry o ~J —— - &
At mae AF aduvancs and the 11aa nf Pink Teams to screen areas tno the lmmed,l,ate
VU LVTO [ 8 CANA VW CALJ N Al A ViALiD AN WA oA L Casiang Vs s - NN S S had ~
nant af manenver alamanta rodnces the nossibilitvy of this tvpe of encor nter
& i Ud QiU oL el LT L) UG d T MW TOW Vians DIV e e ~ . A ol
nd cauges the enemv e AT therohy exyDnsine him a d ‘_-(_F%BDD’}D’ hj,m ff balance.
A AF LR ) Vil \1LJ\,¢IIIJ A A= IIXUV\,’ V‘.L\‘.A.VI-JJ D bd adh it L L - S’ iy -
requent reconnaissance hy fire. additienzallv. benefits the eround commander
- \1\4\\4“\’ Ay WA AT A b W A A Al ‘-’J -‘--'-‘-\-4’ R AN mE S o J )
n that he is able to eneage the enemy with indirect fire quic ckly by shifting
rom fired in targets.

D]

b. Stay behind force.

(1) TItem: In efforts to maintain continual surveillance pf friendly
lements, small ¥VA units, uswally 2 to 3 individuals, attempt to folicw man-
1ver companies.

(2) Solution: Whenever possible, a swall force shoold remain in the

. (T + 4 ~ | r.a 4
reviovs night defensive position in an ambush postuis as this is one 1inttance
- Lo 1, moto baambdoa
rere friendly forces are able to choose the Lwcabldn of contact. This tactic
TAETRY el /, pam b 2 e AN
18 OI¢OCDWVGLY cmuLoyoo YJCLGLDU one (4) EUEMJV AL Our‘ng Lperavlon Aoavll
VoW,
. 1Y s L pde o TN LI eala Y S NN SRR S R S, IR o O I T PR e I ot a W=
Ca S Lo obLaliuil Willlge L1 LA LN Jdel ISLVE PUsLiulVlio.e
TR T d e s A 2 T enm mvemier LA Snanndb s atianls il e In NTIO
\J./ RIS Az VU-LUJ.).!({ e lly LG LI WU L Ll LUV Wil dd © Ak WV G
{n\ [ I S, ANramral A3 et amed rwananadrimn afF WTPe caonngaeg niqe
\<a ) WLULU LWL Vil e WL L UJ-}-;E.LUS Al PLCpalaiuilJil Ud NULoo VAULLDe LVLso Gins
ivranla Pt armAlTr TAratd ame Ma arnd A A A ymandt £i9mas attacl +hn mansnver clement
VeddLo LU LU Y LD abLUlio e LU GVULU LiUdlivwy LAl duulvig Vil MRAIT U Yo 4 P eeisiidois 5
MmAa A amnll wmanAanrataeannas £fravoa o aarnnre Fha M AT OV SO NP f+or the hnursg
IO <% 3 LA Al LW ULl il Lo o Tlhlw L Ud WD (VR ™) [ R opgh S0 W O S wet ViILTo le. UJ‘:J W ad LVl id @ dhd - LV ) b h W VA e A
*Asrbnepaa then company moves olowlyv and anietle o the 1lpcation and urther
B NA A b -‘XJJK/UU’ Viio, VVA”-IJU‘«J STV W L)-I-U’(YJ-‘)' CALIA ML U f W Wd e _— s e -— A Maaie
o 2 perimeter without digeine figshtine nositions, The area for the NIP should
4 FUOL Ul WLVl Y Mg m ki il Veds (g D A VL VAl e i & N
mtain erough brush and undergrowth to hide the element from visual detection.
e key to successful execution is holdine movement to a minimum.

(1) Ttem: The point element is more susceptible to booby traps and
ceting encacements, thercfore, all possible measures should be employed to
rther protect these personnel.

(q) Solution: (‘hortly after J.my-L:Am.AJtiI'J'? an SCP vwhere 2ll “,i. t C’."A
ack men will wear breast protectors (of the sam® variety worn by rotary wi
iators and dosr cunpers)., One (1) possibly two (2) ¢ olr:er's lives were saved
i a contact durins this operaticn. “While the weight must be considered a dis-
tvantapge to wearing the chest protector, this can be overcome by rotating the
int and slack men at freguent intervals and also by a redistributlion of their

uipment sv as to make the additional weicht as hearable as vossible.
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(2) Solution: Though this battalion did not erperience any sircraft
destruction due to booby traps, it is felt that the possibility was reduced by
the use of artillery and ARA on all possible landing zones prior to aircraft
entry. Booby traps cenerally consist of CHIC(M claymore mines facing the sky
with pull-type firing mechanisms activated by the rotor wash. Preparation by
Artillery and 234 directly on the landing zone effectively detonztes or severs
the lines connected to the firing device.. Increased usec of Dalsy Luticr bomds

ereater airmobile flexibility reduce the
gpemy mining actiyity merely by the logls
a large number of landing zones.

to establish future landin~ zones and
likelihood of aircrait damage through
tical problem encountered when mining
ial.

(f) Destruction of captured enemy equipment end materl

1izment and material Troved a time-
ceration. Cne mancuver Cow :
myﬁ 6ﬂvun1319n Lo

(1) Ttem: FEvacuation of enemy egu
consuming fask in two 1nstances durine the op
required 3 days to move 2000 rounds of mortar and
landin= zone. In another instance, one day was require’ to
rice to an adequate Incation for extraction.

move {lve
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Tnclosure 1 (INTELLIGENCE INCLGSURE) to After Action Report APACHE ShCW (U)

1. (C) TERRAIN: Operation APACHE SIUW was conducted in the A Shau-i Luoi
valley, a traditional NVA/VC established base area and infiltration route. The
2-506th Inf area of operation was located northeast of the A Luoi Valley bounded
sy grids ¥YD3012, YDLL09, YD2603 and YD300l. The valley varies in width from 150
neters to two (2) kilometers. Average elevation is from 575 meters in the valle;
Flanks to 17LO meters in the northeast. Slopes on the rolling terrain vary f{ror
.15 per cent and as steep as 80 per cent on higher elevatiors.

>, (C) VEGETATICN: Multi-canopied dense undersround forest dominate the hills

ind mountains throughout the area. The lower slopes are covered with brishwood
ind elephant grass.

5. (C) WEATHER: Weather is the major factor which has always limited military
sperations in the A Shau-i Luoi Valley area. Durins the reportiiy, veriod,
reather conditions were exceptionally wood, with tenizratures be.n~ consistently
ln the 8C-90 degree range. TFarly morning and late &lternoon low ceiling did not
interfere with combat operations or resuvply.

te (C) EWEMY ACTIVITIES:

a. Prior to operation: Prior to the operation, the enemy had free use of
vutes, warehouses and hase aresg, Enemy forces in the area of operaticns con-
isted of transportation type units. Combat units could be massed and had the
apability of conducting offensive operations.

b. During the operation: The enemy moved the 800th and 802nd Battalions
f the 6th NVA Kegiment into the area of operations. However, in the latter
art of May, both battalions were withdrawn from the 40. Contact with enemy
‘orces during the operation consisted of engagements with trail watchers and
quad-size elements. Contact was broken by the enemy on each occasion.

c. Results and effects of the operation: Ccltinued pressure by US Forces
n the AC forced the enemy to abandon his cache sites and continually relocate
4is forces. This action resulted in cache sites being ahand-ned, which were
‘ound and destroyed or evacuated by US Forces., Durinc the operation, the evemy
‘as required to curbail his resupply operations to elements in the mountains,
.0 the northeast. He was compelled to withdraw main force units back across the
.aotian border and resort to a role of observation and harassment of Allied
perations,

. (C) TENEMY CONTACTS:

a., Thirty-three (33) contacts were mede with the eremy durins the reportine
eriod. The followins employment arainst US Forces was encounbvered.

(1) Rpn Fire: Extensive use pf the BPY 2 and 7 were used during ei~ht
B) contacts, resulting in four (L) TS/Ta and seventeen (17) US/WIA. This wea-
on is sometimes employed with mortar fire to confuse US Forces as to the direct-
on and type fire tney arve receiving, UNCLAC-
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_osure 2 (OPERATIONS OVERLAY) to After Action Report [PACHE syow (U)

Map, 1:50,000, RVN, sheet 6LL1 IV

22 May-7 June 69

APACHE SNCW Overiay Summary
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