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DEPARTNENT OF THE ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS 4TH AVIATION BATTALION 
4TH INFANTRY DIVISION 

APO San Francisco 96262 

SUBJECT: After Action Report, Operation Hac Arthur. 

'1'8: Commanding General 
4th Infantry Division 
ATTN: AVDDH - GC - EH 
APO San Francisco 96262 

h (U) N8JI1e and Type of Operation. Operation J.'Jac Arthur. 

2. (U) Dates of Operation. 

a. Pre-Tet period. 2 Dec 67 thru 29 Jan 6$. 

b. Tet Offensive. 30 Jan 6$ thru 10 Feb 6$. 

c. Post Tet period. 11 Feb 6$ thru 20 I'far 6$. 

____ 1--__ .. __ , 

$ Fobruary 1969 

d. operations in the Polei Kleng - Dak To area. 21 Har 6$ thru 1$ 

fu16$. 

e. Operations in the Ban He Thuot - Duc lap area. 1$ Jul 6$ thru 

~1 Oct 6$. 

f. Pacification. 1 Nov 6$ thru 31 Jan 69. 

J. (U) Reporting Officer. Principal Commanders and staff officers partici-

jating in tha o?eration are listed at inclosure 1. 

, ... (U) Tasle Orge~ization. Throughout this reporting period the Battalion 

_as intact, witl1 no attachments of detachments. 

5. (C) Intelligence. The following is a summary of the strength and loca-

t10ns of the ene~ forces, and weather conditions during operation Mac Arthur. 

a. Pre-Tet nsriog. The 304th 1F Bn with a strength of 500 was 10-

rAted North .f Kontum City al-tl& with 406th Sapper Bn with 200 men. Surround-

(~ Lng Pleiku City were the 95B Regt, and H-15 1F Bn, with a combined strength 

of 1100 located to the East; the 250 man strong 408th Sapp~r l¥ to the i~artJJ,..· 

The 33rd Regt 
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L 
with 1200 men was loc~'.ted north of Ban He Thuot along with tha 401st LF Bn 

with a strength of 200 and 1(10 Bn with 400 men. To the East of Ban He Thuot 

was the 300 man E 301 LF Bn. This period W8.S during the dry season with no 

precipitation reported. Slo/ conditions were gGn3rally clear' with scattered 

cloud decl{s during the la.to mornings and a1'ternoons with good visibility. 

Feg was reported 4 ck'.ys in January in the early mornings and the winds ,Iere 

from the ENE at abeut 10kts. Max temperatures were in the high 70's and lows 
were in the low 60's. During this period the above mentioned units were being 
built up and prepared for the Tet B.tta.cks in ls.ta January. 

b. Tet-Offensive. On 30 January Kontum City was attacked by fire 

with mortars and rockats, preceding thG ground assaults by units; IC4, 1\5, K6, 
304th and 406th Sapp~r Battalions, and tha 124th Regt. wore all repulsed with 

( heaV'.r losses to the enemy. The 407th Sapper, and 408th, H 15 LF, K-28 Sapper '-

aAd 31st Battalions supported by the 40th Artillery Regiment attacked Pleiku 
City, the 3rd ARVN Cav, Camp Holloway, and the 71st Evac Hosp. With the 

enemy sustaining heavy lesses. The enemy's objaotive in these attacks was 

the destruction of allied troops, installations, and government H~, and to 

ebtain the support of the populace in order to ostablish a VC controlled 

government. The attacks occurred during the dry season with the weather CO~A-

ditions remaining t:la same as tha Pre-Tet period. 

c. Post Tet period. This period saw tho withdrawal from around tho 

populated cWlters to remote areas. Tho 66th and 174th Regiments retreated 

from the Dak To • .rea to base area 609. The 24th Regiment mQved to the North 

East of Kontum City, and the 33rd Regiment moved around Ban He Thuot avoiding 
(_ allied forces and exfiltrated to Cambodia. At the same time the 32nd Rogi-

mont inf']~trat",,<l fr= tha trloorder area to Dar lac Province. The weather 
f'!) fl ~ ~;:.V'~ '?-~~lT! It I 

conditions remained the SC-.nlO wi4~t.!,\'J,~«~~;~h~tI4~ the ESE and tha temp-
2 
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erature ranging from the mid 80 l s during the day and dropping to the mid 60 l s 

at night. 

d. Operations in th3 Po lei Kleng and Dak T. area. During this time 

the enemy rebuilt its units and prep~_red for a new offensive against cities 

in the Kontum and Dale To area. The 320th moved from North Vietnam e.nd the 

174th and 66th infiltrated from base area 609, positioning themselves west 

and south of 1'olei Kleng which they planned to overrun and then seize Kentum 

in Ha.y and mid-June. In April 325C, 95C e.nd 101D movCld from the Khe Sahn 

area into position to seize Dak To. The 2nd NVA Division Hi;! element and the 

21st Regiment moved into position to strike Dak Pele. Due to spoiling actions 

of the 4th Infantry Division and ARVN forces most of these units were forced 

to exfiltrate to Cambodia by the end of June without accomplishing their 

( 
'-- mission. The monsoon season began in April and for most of this period there 

was preCipitation about he_If the days. Sky conditions were broken to over-

cast with the ceilings sOHetimes loworing to 400 feet. Feg was common and 

the prevailing winds were from the mw at generally less than 10kts. Temp­

eratures usually ranged from the low 70 l s to mid or high 80 1s. 

e. Ban Ne Thuot and Due laP. The 66th Regiment moved to the 

North of Ban He Thuot, IIhile 95C positioned south of the ci~J and 320th to 

the west for a coordinated attack. When the,; encountered US and ARVN forces 

they were assigned the mission of attacking Duc Lap instead. They failed in 

their attempt to overthrough Due Lap e.nd were forced to disperse. During 

most of this action the weather was typically a monsoonal and by the end of 

the period the skies ""ere beginning to clear and the wind was aga.in from thiIl 

Northeast. Temperatures r2,ngG from tho mid 60 t s to 10"" 80 1s. 

f. Pacifica_tion. During this period the skies ""ere clear ...,ith 

;"~. ''''1:\ r,'l"'~!3!nr. I\ ... r:rl n l ;: " -', I ,J. I •• '1 ~ \1 
,: ! ... ;l,.~ It· .! ~ J" ~,,~ ~ , ,I.' ~ 
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scattorCld clouds during tbe; d-V. Thart} was no precipitation and rarely z,ny 

fog. The winds waro from th~ Northeast at about 10kts and temperatures were 

in tha low 80 l s f2.lling to low 60 1s during the night. By tha tormilW.tion of 

Operation Hac Arthur the 95B Regiment was entrenched in VC Valley with about 

1600 man, E301 LF Battalion was situated North of Ban He Thuot at 300 strong 

with the 100 ll1CJl K25 Sapper Battalion to the East, the 304th LF and the 406th 

Sapper Battalions with a total strangth of 500 were positioned to the North 

of K.ntum City, and the 408th Sapper Battalion with 300 men was Northeast of 

Pleiku City. 

6. (u) Hission. 

a. The 4th Aviation Battalion provided avu.tion support for the 

division headquartars, division support command and other units without organ-

ic aircraft. In c.ddi tion, provided: 

(1) General support and reinforcement to units possessing org2~ic 

aircraft. 

(l) An avic,tion s;Jecial staff section for division headquarters. 

b .• , ~lission scheduling by the Army Aviation Elament (ME) for e.ll 

utility and cargo aircrc,ft, both organic and nondivisional direct support 

provided by 17th Aviation Group, supporting the brigades and division head-

quarters. 

c. Provido. Pe.thfinder support to operate brigade logistical hel1-

pads, airfields, LZ's and PZ ' s. 

d. Support the G-5 Resettlement program with an S-5 team at Plei 

Phan Klan. 

7. (C) Concept of Operations. To accomplish its support mission during 

this operc.tion, the 4th Avic,tion ~~Ni~~ was, ab~~ to work 
;. ,,:,5, "~!' I\~. r ~ I 

:!sian baSel camp most of the tiIoo. 5,.: 1 ,.' i,} t ; J ,;" !,,~ ~ " ,i,~ ~ - ,'" 'ti.,J[. "i',·,j.·""UIol ',. f. tu~ ..... 

out of the div-. 

-----_ ... --------------_. __ ._--
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The axception to this w"s fron lato July until early November, when til., 
Jattalion had 9 UH-1Hs c.nd 3 UH-1Cs staying in Ban He Thuot to support 
operations th.JN. Unique to the Division Aviation Battalions in Vietnam ' 
the air'lobile light comp2.ny of tIle battalion WB.S used prim2.rily in support 

; of a brigade for comb2.t assaults, rosupplo', Ln,;'J' I s~ modova c and Slllilar 
typo missions instJ3.d of r. gengral support of the Division. This gave the 
brigade severe.l adv:;:.ntages because the div),sion "'as supporting the brige.do 
with organic e.i1'cr"ft. The support ca.me from the s< .... ne company and problem 
s.res.s could 003 wo':lcGd out 03tween tho aviation battalion a;'ld the brig"de. 
8. (C) EX3cution. 

d. Pre-Tet. With the .onclusion of the battl~ of De~ To, Oper-
ation H",c Arthur entored the Pre - Tet period. As a result of the defeat 
of the enemy1s 5-3 ~~ont in the Battle .f Dak To and the reluctance of 
other enem:' units to disrupt their Tat pr€lpll!:,§.'fj;l,ofj§ by cont.?ct ~d. th 
American and ARVN forcas, the t're - T"t period w<'.s one of rele.tive quiet. 
Intdligcnc tg<.'.thering "GS given extra cmphe.sis during the placid period, 
for although there woos sJ;;ple intelligence as to what the enemy I s intant was 
it was equally :L".porknt to .ascertain his position and keep track of his 
travel routes I\nc~ progr. Wi th IlI1no~ thraa t to Ban lie Thuot !tI'ising 
with tha prass;lIiCG of the 33rd HVA division, tho 1/22 Infantry we.·s sent ta 
the 38.n M:'; Thuot aree. by the 2nd Brigado. The 4th A.viation Batte.li';n 
"lIPp<lrtad thil< OP<31'111;1on by providing combat assllult .and resupp:l;r aJ.rcraft.'; 
t Oi:1/22. Frequent COrlp2.ny size or stlaller unit combat assaults wera run 
by the Battalion, e.nd s.t times aircraft would remain pVernight to insure 

( availability for required support of 1/22. The Battalion "".s also pro-
~ 

minent in th3 2nd Br;,gada "roa ot: operations, both at th .. Oe.s.is and in 

.. --· .... 1---.. - ....... _-
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the Kontum area. In addition to the normal 2nd Brigade support, 4th 

,;viation also assisted the 173rd Airborne Brigade in their operation in 

Kcntum City and the mountains to the northeast of Kontum, up until they 

left the area of operations in the end .f December. 

t. C. , Co B HHD 'lOTAL - ~ 

H(;,JR5 F"LO~'li\! 4,207 423 4,630 

SOR'L'lES 10,476 2,702 13,178 

PASS)!:[,G3RS C;<RRI~D 20,177 307 20,484 

TONS OF CARGO 408 .0 408 

AU'i.U'ITIW :&XP:.JlD~D 

7.62 68,000 156,500 224,500 

2.75 I) 467 467 , 
FL"RlS 408 0 408 

SLOlU C 56 56 

AVLlL,G:J: Ii UbB ':1\ OF 14 12 26 
AIRCRJ\Fl' US:i~D DAILY 

AVIATION P:3RSONl~SL KHJ, 3 0 1 4 

i\VlA:rION P GRSOi\K::;L ilHA 6 4 11 

AIRCa"F'r D"!:STROY:3D ° 1 

AIltCR"F'r D:till:Gr3D 0 1 

b. Tet Offensive. The 4th Aviation was able t. accomplish its 

mission from Base Camp during the Tet Offensive. At the eutbust of the 

Tet offensi-re the 4th Aviation Battalion was still in support of the 

:;>nd hriS"dE'. The 1,+J> Divi'';.on rocogniz.ing the need to rapidly counter the 

sudden ~t attacks that characterized Tet, called on the 4th Aviation 

Battalion t8 c.mbat assault troops of 1/22 Infantry into K.ntum airstrip 

to help neutr"lize the attack of the 24th NVA Reeiment. and 304th NVA 
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Ba ttalion. The following oo~, we assn.u1ted 1/69th Artillery, which WE,S te 
be dcplo)'ed strictI· ·,'.S an Infantr;,- unit, into ths southwestern corner 

of Plaiku Cit;)'. 3eside supporting th" two Infantr)' units thd were CArd 

at the onset 01 the Tat cffensive, wo support3d efforts of 2/8 Infantry 

to surpr;;ss an enemy i!.tts.ck aimed s.t destroying the Republic: of Vietnam 

relocation village I:'.t BOOp Zne.ng. During tho Tot period, the Nighthawk 

r.lission had its ;··' .• St pro:·,.in('mt role. Two ships WGre used as w"ll as a 

flar" ship in a.n effort to spot night mov3!Jent by the enemy. In addition 
to those ships, the Be.ttalion went on total 24 hour standby in order to 

r<.>.pidly nautralize s.ny enelilJ'" attack.' 4th Infantry Division base camp, 

particularly the airfield e.nd 4th Avi.;·.tion Battalion ".rea came undor 

enemy 122P>li1 rocket attack for the first tinu during thJ Tot offensiv-3 on the 

night of F'3bruary 10th. In an effort to get a flare ship into th" e.ir, 

two A Co);!pan:' personn:;,J., 1-lhile running to their aircraft in th:l heat of the 

battle, wera struck by fl;'ing shrapnel. One aviator was seriousl;' wounded 

and latJr lnedevacad, the second individual a crew chief was ;'.ortally wound­

ed and during the attack. One ot:10r ;1. Compan:! member was killed during 

the Tet offonsive, the crJW chief received a fatal wound while on a 

combat assault just to the south of base ca',)p. The 4th .\viationrs quick 

raaction to O.ny er'\0rgenc;,", fro~ combat assault to r.odovac, wa.s instrumental 
in the defeat of thEi' enemy during tho Tet offansive. 

HOURS FLOW 

30RTIES 

701'S OF C!;]'GO 

Co A 

559 

1837 

3340 

75 

C .. B 

197 

294 

573 

HHD TOTAL 

756 

2131 

3913 

75 
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7.62 

2.75 

S110KJi: 

A V. RA GE NUMB.Q 
OF AIC Ui>D 

AVL!.TION PLRSON!'!iOL KHA 

AVIATION I'l!;''lSONN.8L vIllA 

AIRCP.AFT DAHAGLD 

5,000 

0 

108 

0 

14 

2 

3 

0, 

1 

81,800 

1,204 

'9 

20 

12 

0 

0 

J 

2 

86,800 

1,204 

108 

20 

2 

3 

• 
3 

c. Post Tot. The post tet period liko tho pre-tot period was marked by 

C_ relativo tranquility, The enemy, having been 5:lverLlybQaton in evory one of 

his offensiv" efforts, retroated to th" tl"i-bordcr ar"a wh()re he could lick 

( 
',-

his wounds. A Company again concentrated its offorts to intelligence ~athcI'-

ing, support of tho 2nd Brigade and general division support. In actions 

concerning the second Brigade, A Companyls support consisted mainly of rcsup-

ply to tho unitn, battalions and tho conducting of small combat assaults. 

The 1/12 Infantry W.i' moved to Ban 1'£ Thu')t by C-123 I s and assaulted into 

strategic company positions. A Company also handlod the resupply of 1/12, 

occasionally remaining over night in Ban Me Thuot to insure proper support. 

vie fUl"1d."hed .. o.<mpply and visual reconnaisanco facilities to 2/8 Infantry in 

th" Oasis area and to J.!22 Infantry in too Plei Mreng area. He also providod 

the Brigade commander with a ship. In addition to supporting the second 

Brigade, we provided our normal divisi.on suwort and night capabilities. 

Since the 

-------
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-, 
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SUBJi!,CT: 
.. . I r . ~.4"'«(­, -L rnajor'.ty of th~ enCl'JY1s activities cons5sted of har~.ssing type encounbrs 

at night, nocturm.l :j.ssion,~ such as N'ghth2.wk e.nd fl~,rc, took on '.n 2.-ided 

I , 

1,--

signific.anco.. On 3 :'~-.rch 1968, 4th Aviation Battalion was instrunlontal in 

ncutraliz'ing an ()ne,~,' 122nm rOC,'(ot attack on base camp • Although the 

rockets W.:lre falling wi thin the confil1<3a of tha C:ivision base camp, a.nd 

:"ore specific8.lly wi thin A Company I s quort.Jrs ar Ja, both tho l{ighthaw',~ ani 

flarw ships w.:Jre £,bIJ to te,lce off, locate tho cnem;rl s position and i11-

u~inatc tho area so the.t B Company gunships could silence tha 122 rockot 

positions. Snoopy and Project Left Bank, M in tho prCl-tet period were run 

on ahlOs t e. de.i1? be.s is. It was le.rgely through thJ dfforts of those 

intwlligencege.thorin.., facilities that accurate accounts wo::o !CGpt on the 

<lnam;" and much of th" info.t'\i)8.tion gathered during the post-tat period was 

j.nstru'",ental in detGZ'·irl!.ng wh2.t actions would be taken b~r tho 4th Inft,n-

try Division in its n3xt tipe 

HOURS FLOWN 

SORTIES 

PASS Elm .z}1S CiJi;T3D 

TONS OF C,.RGO 

l.2·.1,ItJl,JITI ON 2:C'?:~: .. :·n~D 

7.62 

40l,.·j 

2.75 

FL.l..RZ 

p8riod 
A 

2586 

10460 

12068 

320 

35000 

0 

(\ 

567 

li.VZR . .:'~G~ NTJ ""F~ 0" A/e .... ;:..;J.;.. .j; USZD 14 

AVI.'TION P'i:lSON]I'SL !GlA 0 

AVIATION ~'lSONNEL WH.t. 0 

.~fiCIl..o:..FT ;nSTROYED 2 

AIRCl'J.FT !);: ,AGED 1 

----------_.- ---

of op Gr£!. tion !. ~.e.c 
E 

520 

Arthur. 
'IOTAL 
3106 

3023 13483 

697 12765 

0 320 

140600 175600 

1590 1590 

GOoa 6000 

C 
;~7 

10 24 

0 0 0 

6 l.i 10 

0 2 
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d. PolG! Klang - Dak To. The 4th Aviation Battalion tias able to 
accomplish its l'1ission from Base Ca: p during the Operations in the Polei 
Klang and Dak To Aroa. The naxt two months found tho 4th Aviation Battalion 
in a relatively calln pClriod. Then CB.'l1Cl the cO:lununist spring offensivCl. 
Task Force l-!atthews W8,S forrJ.od to countor the offensi"'e. North Vietnam-
(lSO troops WJre ;:·l8.ss:3d in western !Contum Province along tha citias of 
Kont1.Un and Dak To B.nd tho nlOuntain villagas of De.k Pek and Dak Seang. 4th 
Aviation I~ intcfligw~ assots, which includ<3d A Company's Snoopy and left 
Bank, indica tad tha.t th:3 325C and 1 st NVA divisions did move from southarn 
III Corps by way of Cambodia with the intantion of taking Kontmn end De~ To. 
Wo were given tho nlission of inserting two Infantry Battalions, 1/12 Infan'try 
and 1/22 Infa.ntry onto a series of ridge lines and mountain tops, located \ 
approximately 20 miles to th(l H.:JSt of Kontum. The two Battalions were in-' 
serted, e.nd firebasas Hile High, Alano, Roberts, Swingar and Brillo Pe.d 
bGcame permanent fixtureS in the def(lnsG posture of Task Force MB:tth(;ws. 
Onc<3 thClse fire support be.ses wero established, wo wero given tha mission of 
resupplying them. Two Distinguishad Flying Cresses and two Air lledals with 
V daviee were awarded to it Compan,' ,\vu.tors for hor.ism. During this time 
frarEla, our support 8.nJ resupply :3fforts, despite . the ad-
vont of the Honsoon soason wer3 instru.r.l.:lntal in protoct5.ng Kontmn from 
communist att8.cli:. Air support at this the was aided grootly by our Pp.th-
finder f).etc.chmant, which re.n refu31ing points at PolJi K1,ng as well as 
air traffic control ,-nd 2.dvisol"'! ste.tions. ThCl pathfindurs ware also 
holpful in cOHbe.t e.ssaults res th:3Y would organizo troops to bo iift3:'. in 

I~ tho pick up zones. Usually pathfinders would be insert"d with tho first 
a"sBul t into toh., land;"e l",(1n"~, and won 1d ,,,,rvt3 i"''' £round guides for 

------ - T--' ----, 
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approaching aircraft for tho operation of a lift. The NV.~ soon ros.lized 

thJ.t they would not be a.ble to kke Kontum, and switbh3d~tho:ir concen-

tr~.tion to Jak To. Once again wo wore given the mission of inserting 

troops by combat assault. Using ko,' t()rrain features such as ridge lines 

and mountain tops to the south ofDak To, we assaulted 1/8 Infantry, 3/12 

Infant~' and a battalion of tho 101st Airborne Division, to what was to 

becoma known e,s Roc~_:at ;;;'idga. For thrcc we~ks w" supported opere,tions 

around Dak To ay proviecing combat ass8.ult end resupply aircr".ft. ;~ air 

move:,Dnt control cJnter was establishad e.s a branch of our S-3 soction, 

and functionzd F.S a controlling c3nter, not on).;. for 4th Aviation Batt-

alion aircraft, but aJ.so for supplemental aircre.ft from the 52nd Combat 

Aviation Battalion. While fighting was raging at Dak To, a n~w cO~l'lunist 

'- force wa.s pushing down froTI: tho north. The 2nd ~'V,' division which was 

involved in tho be.ttlc of Khe Sanh mov()d southward along the Ho Chi Hinh 

Trail, attacking Special Forces Car\ps along the way toward thG isolated 

outpost of Dak Poke Cur aircraft again providod vital intelligencG in-

formation concorning tho locaM.on e.nd diroctiOl/. of travel of tho 2nd NV..". 

Division largely through Snoopy ?.nd Loft Bank, both of which went past our 

northern division 8.r-~a of opera.tions in ordor to obtain iiltelligonc() infor'-

mation. With th;) 1st NVA Division be~.t()n and retr:3ating to thc confineS. 

of tho COlllbol1i.J.in30rd.;r, Te.sk Force Hatth'3w5 was able to concentrato th<3 

majority of its offorts to tho Dak Pok B.roa. In e.n effoi't to rostrict th:1l 

activitiGS of the 2:1d NV.:. Division, a battali.on of thG 101st Airborno Div-

ision W"-S ins-Jrtod in st;:-atogic positions to th3 WGst and North-wost of 

L Dak Poke Although operG.ting undor adv.:lrse wonthor conditions, torrain 

f08.turos, and dcspito froquont 

-----_. __ .---------------------
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rebntlcssl;.' ce.rrbd on co:cba t assault and rosuppl;' for the 101 st and 4th 

Infant~' Division troops. Whon r'Jc,uosts wore called for roi.nforco.:~onts, wo 

movod 1/22 Infantry to unoccupi<3d hilltops. Our pathfindors wora vary 

helpful in tho op,)'.'ations .e.s th(),' helpod run a POL poi.nt at Dak Rlk; e.nd 

an air c~ntrol station as woll. Pathfind~rs also served as loadmastars 

and ground troop coordinators in pick up zones and as ground guides in 

the landing zone. All tho opClrations at Dak Pck woro VJry hadardous for 

both ground and l'-.ir op·)re.tions. The (lnom;' was so wall dug in tha.t he 

had rClsistanco to an,' offort to root hin out. 1010 sup)ort.:Jd rosuppJ.)r end 

administrativo type missions in tho Dak Pek arc~. aftJr tho original com-

bat assaults w,Jro ;'U\do. 1:fforts by the 4th Aviation Batte.lion during the 

tiao of Te.sk Forco l·l".tthews warCl greatly rasponsiblo for tho sucooss of t!lio 
operation, and without the support tho mission of Task Force Hatthows 

would havo boen greatl,' hampared, or not acc_mplishod at all. 

HOU''S FLOWN 

SORTn;s 

PASS3NG'ZIlS C,mED 

TONS OF C.ffiGO 

Co A 

~,718 

19,778 

32,985 

628 

,UIl-~'J!lITIOll EXPENDITU;r,S 

7.62 

4Qnm 

2.75 

FLt,,1E 

SiiOKE 

A 1!ER;ill:!: 1rJ¥.ll.3R OF 
AmCR. .. .FT USED DAIV: 

82,700 

o 

o 

527 

o 

14 

Co B 

13,241 

2,074 

o 

507,100 

... ""Q • ~ I 

1,714 

0 

160 

10 

HHD 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

T.tal 

8,557 

33,019 

35,059 

628 

589,800 

0 

1,714 

52' 

.160 

24 

-._ .. -.-._-_.--_.-----_ .. -•. --_. -' , 
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,WL~TION PERSONNEL IGlA 0 0 0 0 

.WETION PE.:SO}1NEL WHA 4 3 0 7 

i.IRC1U.FT DES TROY,.~D 2 2 0 4 

AL'tC:l.AFT DAHAGJ:D 5 8 0 13 

e. Ban Me Tl:1!nt. On 18 July 1968, we received the information the,t 

the Second Brigade would move frem the Oasis to Be.n ::e Thuot in order to 

defend tho city of Ban 1119 Thuet from suspect~d enel1l:T attack. With the 66th, 

320th and 95C NVA regiments surrounding Ban Me Thuot, deilloYlIlent of the 

Socend Brigade and ~.ll aV8.il:l.ble ass3ts to Ban Me Thuot was' necessary, lest 

the heavily '9opulP..ted e.rGfJ. should come undGr communist control. During the 

Second Brigade!:; transit poriod, we carri3d out our normal mission. RG;,.lizing 

thGir long toI'ljl requirements in tho Ban Me Thuot e.ree., the long dist&.nee 

between Ban Ne Thuot and P1Giku, and with the onset of th3 monsoon season 

e.nd its adverse affect on aviation support, a decision was made to give 

A CompanYiwith gun ships froH B Compan;;~ the sole mission of supporting the 

Second Brigr.de. Since its e.rrival in Vietnam A Company had neVGr been 

given a mission so singula.r in nature as the one raquiring it to support 

on~' the Second Brige.de. The only exceptions were Project Left Bank e.nd 

the raquire'11.ent for ana flP..re ship. The Battalion IS commitmeht to the second 

Brigade was initiail:' 'nine flo'abl~ 1lli-1 HiS and 1:hrae gunships url1 C's. 

A.'l1ong tho problems th2.t we had to f2.ce at the outset of the move to Ban 

He Thuot wore the 2.ve.ile.bility of aircraft parts and spe.re living quartors. 

We initially r10ved into C~,mp C01";'e11, the home of the 155th .JIC, however 

within one month livL,g conditions bocnme so congastod that va had no 

(__ choico but te hunt for batter living facilities. At tha sametima, al­

though th3 155th 1oU:S sYmpathetic toward, our ,'.UJ.intaru-.nc(l dilemma 'th~ 
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could not afford :to incorporate our ships into their maintenance pro-

grelll, for they had their own e.ircre.ft to lD:lintain and they faced the S2Jlle 

supply problems that we did at Camp Enari. It was finally determined the.t 

we should ~Jove to a :'·lore suitable sxea at Be.n }!e Thuot Ea.st airfield. 

This necessitated construction of revetments,an operations center, per-

!meter defense, living facilities and mess facilities. The 1. Company 

mess hall e.t base C,'lUp. wc.s closed and mess equipl1lent and personnel 

ware ;\Ov"d by convoy to Ban He thuot East. The arrival of a !llS.intcn.~nco 

ven and p3rsonnel t8r 'inatod th: move to Bo.n Me Thuot. A Company Co-

·:-.:"ander was in che,rge of the move, e.s well as the operation center in 

Ban He Thuot. In the period froB. 20 J'u1:y to 23 August, l".ost of the action 

was centered around ·;·.h13 Ban He Thuot city area. 4th Aviation Battalion 

cOl,1bat assaulted 1/22 G.nd 2/35 InfantI'J' Battalions and 1/10 Calvary int. 

strategic locations on e.ll sides of Ban He Thuot, and resupplied the units! 

once thco' '>Iere inserted. The beginnj.ng of the Ban Me Thuot oparc.tions was 

charac terizad by numerous sm£.ll moves. 4th AviE. tion, wi th occe.sional 

help froF tha 155th .mc, handlJd all tactica.l moves. Eost noteworthy ef 

these looves W2.S Operation Fear lass, a cocrdina ted effort to scarch the 

village end p1e.ntatio!1 approximate 1;' 20 kilomet.1rs southwest of Ban He 

Thuot. On August 10, in e.n a tte"'pt to flush out anemy a.long the :l'.A Blang 

River basin, we conduct3d a combat e,ssuult with 1/12 Infantry into this 

area. When relativel:! Uttlc information turned up, we t~lan C .... ld 1/12 bacok 

to a a position approxillateJ:y- 25 kilomoters north of Ban i:e Thuot. On 

'18 Augustl'/Ge, 1/12 w:l11a in cont.aet I.IHh the enemy cal1.od in air ,sllpport :; 

and requested bombing runs against th3 eno~'. Arter ver"'.r succassf't\1. Qff~·t''''''' 

on th3ir first runs, tho Spads changod direct.ions and raked a compan:' CP. 
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of 1/12. A Compan)" in e.nslo1()ring a call to holp medevac the wounded 

despite intans;) hostils fire in th·; ~rea, nun!J.ged to Gv!:cuate more th".n 

33 wOUllldad. After re".lizing that Ban Le Thuot was too w311 fartified to 

be over 'run, tho .::nemy shifted his a ttentiol1 e.nJ concentrated his 'l1an-

pwcr on th<3 SpGci;:.l Forc~s compound at Duc Lap. With a force "f J regi-

ments ,.nd p::rt of tho 1 st NV.'. Division, th~ ena""~' began the siege on 23 

,:'ugust. In e.n imJ.l1edhte reaction, we ClI.'d a batte.lion of ,i.RVI~ 22nd ~ 

f,'ntry t" Duc Le.p p.nd tho following de.:', e.s the be.ttle raged on,~ Company 

combat e.ssaulted 2 cO:;1?anies of 2/35 Infantry ~.nd a battalion of thG 173 1d 

Airborne to are<.S to the southwest of the Duc Lap corapound. On 26 August, , 

which was th" l<.st da~' of the be.ttle, we asse.ulted tho 1/22 Infantry to 1'.ll 

'-
area called LZ Be.rron. \.n th.3 27th the 3neny appeared to be moving west­

w2.rd toward the confines of C!J.Hbodia, Again W.o e.ssaultad 1/12 ~.nd 1/10 to 

te.ndi;lg \bn3 >a.ce in ordar to intercapt th8 NVA before the~" r.oached CI:'.Dl-

bodia. The situp.tion ,-.t Duc Ls.p asslMad a sarene atr'10sph·3re, but because 

of Sema intellige'Cce tips we continued working with 4/503 Infa.ntry and 

ran a series of combat ass2.ults e,long th., Ea Kra,lg River. Thesa oper.:,tions 

ran fro;;\ 5 Septamber throuE;h 10 Sept(3!1lber e.nd also included 1/12 Infe.n!;., ... y. 

The si tue tien re::1E.i:lad ple.cid frw tll:e 'dck!le of September through the 

beginning of CC.tober. When w<) ware not running combat asse.ult missions, 

we wara performing vitall:' n :edad rasupp'.:: mi.ssions. One.~ Compe.n~' pilot 

only fatality th(l ~1e.tte.lion had during the Duc I.e.p action, howav~r thel"a 

were "tear aircr~.f.t which rec';'ivad hits fro;;, enem:' fire. ana airer2.ft 

(_ W1).5 dilstroyed when it W,S shot down but th8 crew was unscr" tched. The 

arrival .f October signe,lled a gradUl:'.l withdr'.we.l of Jm.ariean troops fr",m 

15 ~":"Y'-:'0:r~rn ~l ~~ .. "I'.::";"' :.".: ,~~" "/ ~~ )i ~ ~,~ 
\ ': .;.: (. '6,:; ~ ~.i' ';'".:IIi ~ III 14 ". 

--.-_._---_._---------_. 
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the Duc Iep area. On 14 October 19/)8 tho 4/503 Infantry was ·_-.ved to Duc 

Iep a:iratrip, end subsequently retur"ed to Ban He Thuot by Air Force air-

craft. On 21 Octob~r 1/12 Infantry wr.s CJl.'d fro:- Duc Le.p to the Mewal 

plantation. We not onl,' suppurtad 1/12 by .obmbe.t assaulting them along the 

adges of the J.iewal, but rllIl emergency supplies and mmunitions to them 

once they had -;stablished contact with the anamy. In 29 Cctober, 1/22 was 

moved from Duc I€.p to Ban He Thuot <.nd on th3 sarne day we IIIOV$d 2/35' s 

companies to the )ositions formally occupied b',' 1/12 <.nd 1/22 Infantry 

Battalions. Once the 1/22 h3.d bean ,lOved out and th.,ir !;10Ve north completed, 

wa then moved 1/12 from the Yewal plsntation to Ban Ne Thuot so that they' 

also ceuld close with the remaind3;~ of the Second Brigade. With the 

,")_OveID:ent of t:1e Seu,:md Brigado to Kontulll, ,Fa wera notifiad the,t we would 

return to Base Ce.mp, thus ending TaSk Force Spoi13r and one of th<3 fin or 

l;;oments in tha history of 4th ,~viation Battalion in Vietnam. 

HOORS FW,lN 

So:tTl~ 

PASSZ!TGZRS C."T:I ;D 

TONS O~' C2lGO 

lJofriUNITION &XP:~l{iJED 

7.62 

2.75 

40mm 

FLAr1ES 

A CO 

J,.,974 

18,358 

19,996 

898 

124,520 

o 

o 

o 

347 

AYI~f1eN fEaSONNEL liRA 1 

B Cc 

1,408 

6,291 

1,620 

o 

432,750 

1,267 

985 

380 

II 

f) 

16 

HHD 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

• 
0 

0 

Total 

6,382 

~.1l'49 

21,649 

898 

557,270 

1,267 

985 

380 

347 

1 
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AVIi.'!:IO:' P.1~·1S0in.rzL '~.JIiA. 6 1 0 7 

ABC,AFT D.A.1 ,~J'~G.];D '. I. 3 0 7 

A Ll,CRfJ.FT DESTROYED 1 2 G .3 

f. ~acification Period. At the beginning of ~~a Pacification Period, 

W'3 were transitioning from the Ban lie Thuot area of operations to tha 

Pleiku, base ce.mp .\0. !"ppr("ximata~ four ships s. day, €!ld a skeleton work 

crew sta,'ed in the Ban He Truot area te finish moving': the remaining troops 

fro)',) Task Force Spoiler int<> Ban He Thuot East. From there the tr,ops 

would bJ air lifted by Air F~rce Transposts to Pleik~ or Kontum. Of the 

four ships left behind, one had the e,dditional task of supporting 2/35 

Infantry which rec"B,in<3d in the Ban lie Thuot, Due Ls.p area. The IM,jority .f 

the aircraft raturned to Plei!cu to operate from Hensel Field. With the 

return from Ban I·ie Thuot came a ch.mge in thil mission. Although the 

primary mission re8ainad to support the 2nd Brigade, no longer was this tma 

the compan," s sole purpose. Once again we asslJ),',ed the respons),bility for 

di.vision pneral support that we he,d before th,,, inception of TaRle Force 

Spoilar. A minor problem arose with the switch from Ban lIe Thuot to the 

Pleiku a,rea. liany of the pilots 8,nd aircraft co:manders hp,d never flown 

before in th" mounti',inous terrain chare.cteristic of the territory north 

of Plaiku. Consequ<lntl,,' for a period of about 2 weaks aviators unfamiliar 

\lith the nortl1<lrn AO flew onl~' with those aviators who were familiar with 

the northaru AO and its inherent fl~"ing he.zards. Support to tho 2nd Bri-

gade c~nsisted of enough 5li",1<3 tu rauupp~' all the 2nd Bde Battalions, 

plus supplemental aircr;;,'ct t. pcrf"r;n, combat assault and 1!1?J' opere,tions. 

(lnes the batt".lions h~,C', been assaulted into th<3ir base positions, end a 

-'---------r-
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destroy maneuvers".long and in th;, Plei Trap Road and Plai Trap Valley area. 

Locate~ along tho Cenbodian bo~der, the Plai Trap area offers some of the 

ml.ost'l·uggad terrain in Vietnam. Nev,rtl1eless, we supported the entire oper-

a tion, which began on 15 November 1968 E.nd ended 2 December 1968, in an 

outstanding manner. Concurrent with the Plei Trap operation'wss a co-

ordinated swap with 10c8.1 ,;.RVN forces on th:l lTl<JlI!itai.n and hill masses to the 

east of IContUl'l. 4th Aviation, with supplemental help fro!:' th3 52nd 

Combat Aviation Battalion, bore the majority of the load for providing 

slicks in this effort. In addition t. supporting the 2nd Brigade, A 

Ctmpany gave· th() diVision ·i ts usual intelligence resources of Snoopy ~nd 

Project Left Bank. Th() a.dvent of December saw a marked change in our 

mission. After ne<,.rl:; nine months of supporting the the 2nd Brigade, 

our support we.s now swicthcd to tha 3rd Brigade a,1d its onerations in the 

Oasis area • .at the selDe time we ch~,nged A Compa.ny's daily mission re-

quire1Jent frvm twelve to fourteen dey-tille missions. In the beginning of 

December; much of ths 3rd BrigadJs efforts ware concentrat.3d in the 

Due Co area. In an effort to i'1l.prove aircrF,ft on stt.tion time we este.b-

lished a P.O.L. point e,t Due Co, th;)reby eliminating the nocsssit;r to 

return to the Oe.sis for fuel. When anticipahd attaclts on Duc Co never 

materialized, emphasis was shifted to the Special Forces compound at 

Plai i·le. Characteristic of the P:,si ke efforts of the 3rd Brigada 1.are 

se:varal night combat assr,ults rud e::trr.ctions. At the same time those 

oj)arations ware going on in the Plai 1.:0 araa, the 1 st Brigade was opar-

ating in the Sui Doi are~ in an operation coined T~sk Force Winnar • 

----_. . --_._------, 
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aircraft in the e.i)~l'lObile operations in the Sui Doi - VC Vall.y "rea 

of operations. On othor occasions our aircr,>.ft ran cOl1lbat assaults and 

a.irlifts in this area, despite the fact the air operations were not our 

responsibili~f. In addition to the normal oper~tions, we took en anot~er 

requirenent when the 20th Infantry (L~RP'S) began maneuvers in our area 

.,f operations. Our support in all LR;iP efforts was outstanding and whether 

it w,:s da~' or night, we 80nswered all calls for insertions and extractions. 

In a separate action in the end of Decar'lber, we combat assaulted a bat.., 

talion of 47th RegiP,mt i~VN troops to. the southeast, of VC Vall~. Night 

raquirements in Decemb"r consisted of a flare ship [.nd two ships on 

standb)' for poss'ble I..,\(lP extractions. Towe.rd the end of DacembJr, ntlmer-· 

ous sightings of 1).l5."n helicoptar action was reportad in the mounu.ins 

north of Plei Djereng. We participate: in r;ight L1issions in quest of 

the enemy aircril.ft. After finally determining that eneruy eir action wes 

taking place, IDe.ny troop movements "ook place in the same area during the 

month of January. In an "ffort to counteract enemj" activities, particularl<· 

that of the 24th NVA division, a battf..lion of 1/12 Infantry was assaultad 

into the areI.'. north of Plei Djereng c8011<3d the Punchbowl. After running 

Sneopy missions <'.nd Project Left Bs.nk in the area of Chu Pa mountain, 

the 3rd Brigade decid·3d to put Hore troops into tha Chu Pa area· Again we 

assumed responsibilit;!l for the mission, and despite heaV)r en~· anti­

aircre.ft and s=ll i!.rms fire, assaulted 1/35 In.f'antry batt~.l1on into the 

Clzu Pa area. i4tar. A COll'pe.n"' reinforced these h2.ttalions with portions of 

1/14 Infantry. Along with the combs.t assault missions, we still supporteDI 

the lnfant~' batte.lions with neaded resup,11,.' matarials. Despite the i:lOVo-

ment and friandl" actlvi ty, W3 
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staff'l'equireraents in the form of staff Missions, and night missions. 

At the close of tim Oper&tion }ie.c Arthur, W·3 were still supporting the 3rd 

Brigade and their operation in Plei Djereng and areas west of P).eiku. 

A Co B Co HHD Total 

HOURS FLOWN 6,248 2,996 0 9,244 

BORTIFS 21,507 12,229 0 33,736 

PASSZNG.&RS C::'!U.IBD 31,910 3,364 0 35,274 

TONS OF CJiRGO 971 0 0 871 

.A}21UNITION EJa";ND~D 

7.62 49,0001,398,400 0 1,447,400 

2.75 0 3,112 0 3,112 

( 
40mm 0 4,635 0 4,635 

-..•. 
FLARi!:S 1,077 0 0 1,077 

SI'OKE 0 613 0 613 

AVIATION PERSONNEL liliA 0 0 0 0 

AVI:,TIO:' PERSONNEL WHA 3 3 0 6 

AIRClLFT DESTROnD 2 1 0 3 

AHl.CRAFT DIJ'iAGSD 3 3 0 6 

9. (C) See inclosure II. . . 

6.. r "g~JLt.iQ.§.. Tho 5-1> section effected significant, cha.z.e;<>s during 

Operation l:ac Arthur. The consolidation .f the compan.' supp~' rOOD1S at 

Batte.lion lev<ll WE,S accomplished without any loss of effeciency or deluy 

in accOl"plishing the supply mission. All expendable and non - expandable 

(- supplJ:es are nO~1 Nquisitioned and controlled bJ• S-4. The arms rooms 

remainad ~.t coPtpany level. 

,- -------1-----------
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receipt equipment directly to the user. The Battalien is now taxing all 

aviation units supporting the divisien to previde forward area refueling 

pcints. Because ef the Battalien I s POL respcnsibility at Hensel ft.xrrry 

Airfield,which requires the major pcrtion of the Battalion's PO;" equip-

ment, it can only .. perate twe forward area refueling pcints. The Battalien 

has experienced difficulty in.accemplishing POL missien requirements due 

to the lack of functional equipment. The forward area refueling equip­

ment system (FARES FEll·] 4930-087-7494) comes equiWod-1ith plastic heses 

that have-proven to be inadequate because the high pressure from the pump 

causes the hose to burst. Recommend that the hard rubber hose FS, 4720-

083-0050 replace the plastic hose in the system. There has been a con-

tinuing shortage of BPH-6 ballistic flight helmets and body armor wi thin 

this Battalion. This has resulted in most individuals having to utilize 

the AFH-5 helmet, which does not offer. -the user adequate protection 

frQm hostile fire. The contioUingf~ortage of these items of equipment 

could result in the serious inj\~y or loss of life of aircraft crew member. 

b. i'aintenance.Ihis unit was continually plagued with performing 

required aircraft maintenance during hours of darkness. After each flight 

the crew membel1l i.= required te perform a Post night Inspection of the 

aircraft. There are also required cumulative flight time inspections 

that must be completed. T'o insure a sufficient number ef flyable aircraft 

tor the following day these maintenance inspections must be completed at 

night. An inspection that may take 2 man hours in daylight may take upward 

of 5 or 6 man houro to complete it at night and still not have the same 

degree ofihoroughness. Lighting in the hanger is insufficient 

~1··-· -~ n", • ..". ~ " I tr" '-I'::;; ~., "j',~." :..... ", rl.. 
~;";; ~,;.~_.;'I.~~'" i:.'.~ .. ~I':·' ;:;':': ( [.' ';. ,'! 
t; ..... r ~ .",; ~,,, , _ ~ V \0 t.. ~ ..... 
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and there ~re not enough sr~ll portable neon lights to support all the 

night maintenance. This unit h'l.s a recurring need for both electrontc 

~.nd arn1ament rapL\c:J.c·'.ent parts. To be silecific, none of ;3 Company I s UH-1 C 

arLlad hJlicoptars h:ne both attitude indicators (these e.re not available)., 

%me aircr0.ft It·ck both. ,U)F end the FH homer. On several occasi_hs mini-

guns parts hava not been available,thurefore 1!lS.1dng an otherwise mission 

ready ship unable to accomplish itll rJission. Bp..tte.lion r.laintenance 

section contIhue to find it difficult to :"·aintain an adequa~e supply of high 

turnover items required for organizational naintenanqe, such as iter-

mediate kits. It is also difficult to obtain !.It'.in rotor blades and 

r~dio palCts. Dela;is j.n supoly channels continue to rendar valuable 

( pieces of equipD'.ent non-cmr.bv.t relldy. 
'-

o. Pathfinder. The h'porte.nce of tho Pe.thfindars, and the assist-

S.nce the3' can render; is rru::,,y tinlas overlooked or disrage.rded by the 

Ground Com;;1e,nders ElU.l Ghe Air Hission Comn!lnder. A thorough understending 

of the Pathfinders capabilities, and usage of the available e.ssets, 

can materiD.ll;· ",ssist in the heliborn missions. Although their employ-

ment is not alwe.:~·s feasible, their usage should alwp..ys be considered, 

both in tha LZI sand 'J;Z I S. 

d. Tr4nsporte.tion. The Bette.lion I s organic transpertation consis'\:P 

of 62 vehicles of varlous types. The number :>n hwd is much gree.ter 

than what is ra(:;u:lr3d to acco,nplish the Be.ttalion's mission at the prGsant 

.lioe s .. ~"o"ty_.t.l"" (22) YE:hiclas he.va been placed in adl'linistre.tive s 

storB.ge to eliminate unnecessary nlF.1ntE:l1Ul!CO "m), OOll3Ut1ption of POL 

products on nonass'Jntia.l vehicular dispatches. 

1-.ThUa A opere. tions 

., 

. ------------,. ---- --.rl~------
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in Ban He Thullt an 8.utor,k'ttic FH retransmission ... ircuit was installed be-

tween be.so Cal'lP e.n:!. Be.n lea Thuot. Air traffic control had to be con-

ducted by FH re.dio both in Ban i';e Thuot and base camp, because our UHF 

radios were in support maintenance. The unit was installed on Dragon 

Eountain, and the diste.nce covered was twice the planning re.nge for the 

radio used. 

(c) b. Civie ActiC'!_ The 4th Avj.ll.tion Battalion areas of responsibility 

are Village No. 39, Plei Pham Nghol, Village No. 42, Plei Phru& Ge, 

Village No. 44, Plei Fro and the Plei Do Lb school. The tee.lll consists 

of one lLT" one SSG;, six enlisted men and one H,mtagnard interproter. 

The civil affairs taJ.;' ,;loved to the field in late Oct 1968 with the mission 

of cons3lide.ting the villages e,nd to give protection te the villa.gars. The 

team als ... had. the additional task of constructing a defensive position whi.1B 

performing d;:.il~r civil action work. A def"msiva p~sitj .• n hd.S been con-

structEld, and is being Llade stronger .)s.ch day. A p.!ajor problem whila inr 

the ee.rl;r stages of construction was the lack of logistical support. 

This prl!ib;tOlll seems to have been overco e in every aspect except tho rsalit;y 

'of me,terials appearing in the forward areas. On orders froD! higher 

headquart()rs a Self Defense Corps, (SDC), cOl1s::'sting of fifty Hontagne.rd 

tribesl!.en, we.s recruited e.nd train3d '0,' the civil action team. The 

Monta", .. ard tribas".'sn were '.;old that the)' would rGceive a menthly salary 

while serving in the SGJ.f Defense CorMI this hM not materialized. 

~19m.y actlvlt,y 112.S lIlcr"a~eu ill the Plei Do L:iJ!l area in the last three 

man ths. On fnur occas ions an enemy f= '.!las .nterad Vi luges under our 

protoctive cara, E.nd he.va either 

tribesl'lan. ThreG othar sep~.ra.te 

2.3 
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received s.l7'.all arES fire. At 0140 hours, 15 Jan 69, an astinatad two 

plati..ons of Viet Cong launched a ground atte.ck against the Civil Affe.irs 

Team. The ener~' force suffered one known killed in action. Th3re were 

I:Jany blood trails lee.ving the sceno of battle. Later reports frcm the 

villagers indicat'3d the enemy losses mey have run as high as ten. killed or 

wounded in action. Thero were no friendly casualities. The Civil Affairs 

Tealll is not able te offer any protection what-sa-ever to the villagers at 

:th .. present tine. As a ,"atter of fact if the el!lemy ever attacks from 

~w. fronts sir!Ultanaousl~' therE! will not be enough defenders t. r.~eet 

both threats. It should be sa.s)· to understa.nd th3.t e. single rifla:an 

could faasibley hold the entire Civil Action Team at ba~' whila 8. Squad 

or two of Viet Cong ronmit· any acts of terror or destruction that they 

desire. At the pres<3nt t:b'.o a peri;',leter fence is b~ing installed around tl1e 

entire consolidated village. It will consist of two five strand cattle 

fence appz:opc:inlltalj& . .fifty fe ,t ape.rt. The villegers will fill in between 

the fance with punji stakes. It is hoped the~t we will be able t~ put 

one r.ow "f triple conc'ertina in the center. However, the 1£.ck of Wir3 

:'lay hamper this objective. Observation towers and fighting bunkers have 

bean strt. tegice.lJ.;j' ph ced o.round the permeter. The Self Defense Corps 

will man the perimeter. The construction of a dispensary is now underwct;" 

e.nd should be conpleted with ten days. This will all,',. the nedic to 

of i.'~l)lediate care instee.d of w8.iting for the: 1edic to arrive at their vill!!J·.ge. 

g. Aviation Tra.ining. Due to mi3sion .ommitr.lent and th(3 high~ ., 

tL:(3 flown on th3 aircr2.ft oe.ch nonth, for::ial flight trdning was rmrgins.l. 

during the first 10 or 11 ponths of Operation ]':8.C .Arthur. This :Wck of 

Oil1\'1':""'mn,~T~ til 
'~~4 ~/ r;'~~ ;)01 ~ i1 ~ ~:~ ~\i ~ ~ 5 .. 1 ~ 
"I!t~. '""",;.~ ... ;.i ,../\..,0'01--" \'! '" ~II 'l,t-
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9 Fe brue.I7 1969 
SUBJECT: Aft3r Action Report, 

for~lal training ~,nd the mission requirements, necessitated tID placing of 

incoming aviators with <W.rcrs.ft cO=.nders prior t. fJ.,ying them with 

instructor pilots. This in turn increased the tir:e required for them to be 

completel~" ste.nda.rdiz3d and mission rC3G.dy. A Division Flight Scheol 

was organized this qu;c.rtcr under the direct supervision of the DAVNO, 

and has trained the following: 

T-iPe AC Qualified Qualified IP Stan Ride Post Accident 
Check Ridel. OH-6A 10 5 5 .3 

UH-1H 1 .3 5 

UH-1C 1 10 

AIl-1G 4 

U-6A .3 
JUll-1D 1 

h. Avi'!..tiol1 SafGty. The l"..a.jorit.-y of the aviation accidents that 

occurred during Oper2.tiol1 Nae Arthur were the result of pilot error, 

due to pilot fatigue and the low experience level of our aviators. Hon-

thly Aviation Safety '}:eeting are usE4 to discuss emerganc~' procedures, 

escape and ev~,si"n tac h .niqu8s, weather e.nd normal operating techniques. 

i. Personnel. With the arrival of the ,Ul-1G aircraft to replace 

the UH-1C aircraf.t ~.n &dditional modification of TOE 1-78E is required. ·;;:. .... ",ch 

AIl-1G requires e.n D.ircrr.ft e.r:lOrer i.:OS 45J20, but does not require tha 

gunnar 2.S doas the 'UH-1 aircraft. Tho authorizdtion has been 

l'ey'u",s~eJ '00 cl>'n"",rt,6 each E4 slots of:';OS 67A1F to 4 each E4 slots 

::OS 45J20 and 2 eLch E4 slots of HOS 55B20 (Arlnluni ton Storage Specialist). 

The change in HOS is recognized by USARV and is st:?ndard practice for !In 

aviation unit convortil1g to the the 

---_.--_._-------------------_._-----
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extensive ordnan5a required for 

a'1lIluni tion store.ge specialists to suppor;!; the increased ordnance level. 

11. (C) fu1..ecial E~:uiPl',cnt and Techniques. 

The Be.ttalion i.s prosent~.r using a new technique of employing the 

Airborne Personnel Detoctor (Snoopy). The Scorpion Hunter-Killer teaJll 

(2 LOH's and 2 AH-1G's) is USJd instead of the 2 UH-1H's and 2 UH-1C's 

that WGre USJd in tllJ past. The LOH is smaller, faster and nore l!l&neuverable 

than tha UH-1,and there are only twn people in the LOH rather than 5 as in 

tha UH-1. Snoopy pinpoints the targ(Jt then CS is er.lplo:y.ed. After waitin~ 

for the CS to deploy, the target is attacked ~, the AH-1G's using Flet-

chette 2.75 rounds, 40:"ID and nini-guns. 

Because of suspac~ed eneMY movement at night, a special night mission, 

which was to be terrJed ~ighthawk, was gi van to A Copany. One ship, equipp-

ad with either c. xeon light, or "Cluster li",llt," consisting "f e. group of 

seven C-12J 12.nding lights mounted and .. ired in a clust(!r, was sent out ~.t 

specific tlllGS to check an suspected ·3nemy locations or routes of travel. 

On several occasions, lliighthe.wk spotted eneLJY troops, and was instrumental 

in bringing ar~ill"r;r e.nd gwwhip" in on the enemy's position. 

. __ .. -."-_. __ ._--------_.-----------
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~2 (C) Commanders An?lysis. 4th Aviation Battalion is the only Divi-

sion Aviation Battalion that provides true combat aviation supr-ort. Air-

mobile light companieG in other divieions are used in a general support 

roll. In thiA Division Company A (Airmobile light) is used te support a 

brigade in a direct support roll. The advantage here is that the supported 

brigade can work out pooblem areas with a unit that habitually works for 

them. This close rolationship provides smooth well organized combat assaults. 

Company B provides general support with staff liais~ intelligence gathering 

Snoopy missions and Soorpionovert neutralization of known or suspected tar-

gets. The Battalion recently moved the Command flight section (4 UH-lH'S) 

from B Company to A Company to facilitate maintenance. Company B recently 

acquired six AH-IG Cobra helicopters. This aircraft provides the division 

with,a highly let~l air to ground capability. The Scorpion concept was 

conceived by LTC George F Powers and was instituted as an additional miss-

ion on 23 January 1969. The new concept of the Hunter killer team tacorp­

ion) goes along with Concep~ 1969, Scorpion can rapidly react to hot intel-

ligence targets through employment of an airborne personnel dectector, 

CS : fletchettes and other ordnance to neutralize a target area. The concept 

is still unproven becaus~ of the vast committmonts of the division. Along 

with the neutralization of a target area emphasis should be placed on in-

SATl.:i.ns • g"olmn clement t,,, A'''''''''' t.ho da=ge the Scorpion team has inflic-

ted. The oxpuriunoo level of the new aviator if' still bolow the USARV avor-

age. 85% of tho aviators in tho division havo less than one year aviation 

experience. We have about 5% second tour aviators at this time. This fac-

~ tor and the shortage of Instructor Pilots (IP) caus0d great concorn. The 

DAVNO organized a division, flight training school and standardization board. 
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SUBJECT: A.:ft.er Action Report; 

The division has undergone a rapid change in the type aircraft authorized 

causing qualification and standardization problems. Tho OH-23G observation 

aircraft is being replaced by the OH-6A LOH aircraft. At present there are 

only four OH-23G aircraft left in the division inventory and. theS Will be 

phased out by late Fc,bruarY1969, USARV OH-6A transition quotas have provid_ 

ed 4 qualified pilots. The division has qualified 10 more pilots in the OH-

6A. The AH-IG has prosonted similar problems. At presOnt the UH-IC gunship 

is being replaced by the AH-IG. Only six UH-IC remain in the division inven-' 

tory. USARV has qualified 2 AH-lB pilots and the division school has quali­

fied an additional 4 AHlG instructor pilots. "'ith t.ho arrival .f the OH-6A 

and the AH-IG Cobra to replace the OH-23G and the ~B-IC an, additional mod-

ifioation of TOE 1-78E is required. Each AH-IG requires an aircr~ft armorer 

MOS 45J20; but does not require the gunner as does tho UH-IC. A total of 9 

each MOS 45J20 and 2 each 55B2B arc required. 

Shortages in pathfinders HOS 3104Y; liBIY and IlB4Y have existed since Aug­

ust 1968. Shortages in HOS 67N40 (Helicopter Haintenance Supervisor) have 

existed for ovor a' y~ar. A critical shortage of HOS 7lP ( Flight Operation 

Specialist/Operation Sergeant) exists and continuos to grow worse. Landing 

zone (LZ) size; physical condition ani police continue to plague both aviator 

and ground commands. Greater command emphasis should be placod on this arca 

of operation. Lost time f~om blade strikes in LZ's continucSto reduce tho 

avail'nbility: of aircrei't beeause of LZ's not being i'llProved and FOD damage 

to engines continue because LZ are not well policed. Better management of 

tho aviation as~,ets has been stres!'ed to the brigades. Aircraft and crews 

{--., are still being liown over prograllllBJ.i flying hour~ established by USARV. 

Continued command er,lphasis in needed in this area and oduaation of tho ground 

force commander on how best to m~ll-e h~s aviation assets. 
F'.' .. ~ r ~p'~T"" ' ...... Il' .. \ ,. ~ , VI," 
j: _ ': ~~ ;" ;'., .' .. :::\/ I,: ~ I ~ 't' 
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SUBJECT: After Action Report, Operation Mac Arthur. 

The Civil Affairs team of tho 4th Aviation Battalion at Plei Phan Klan con-
tinues to have difficulty in accomplishing it~ intended mis~ion. The team 
has consolidated five villages around the basG villn.e:c Ploi Phan lQan. The 
village and the defensive position occuppicd by the CA team has come under ". 
attack by a platoon or larger force twice in the last month. Tho defonsive 
position occuppied by the CA Team has withstood the attacks. However, during 
the last attack on Plei Phan Klan about 40% of the homes were burned •. 

DofenGive Hire and positions have b"cn constructed rCDcntly,.aftifr tho last 
attack and the Self Defense Corp§has been armed with weapons. At present an 
RF platoon is helping defend Plei Phan Klan so that construction, self help 
projects and milit~.ry tr.?ining can continue. 

S-3 requin,ments for manning the Army Aviation Element still presents a prob-
lem. The AAE is r,m 24 hours a day seven days a weck. Under TOE 1-711E the 
S-3 has an operations officer and an as!;istant Operations Officer. The bat-
tali on has had to SD another officer from a much needed flying position to 
help alleviate the work load at the AAF,. The shortage of MOS 7lP personnel 
are especiallY critical due to the requirements in addition to normal TOE to 
operate Hensel Army Airfield and the AAE on a 24 hour basis. Attempts have 
been made to rectify the shortage by placing cooks, wheeled vohicle mechanics, 
crew chiefs, and control oporn.tors in vacant 7~20 and 7lP40 slots. Tho 
results were unsatisfactory. Existing short'l.gcs ha.vc not been filled by qual-
ified MOS 7lP personnel. 

8-4 section el.r",,,to-i a signi!l.('.an~ change O::ur:;ne the last quarter of the re-
porting period. The consolidatio~ ~f the Compnny ~ly rooms at Battalion 

( level w~.s accomplished without loss of cffici(;ncy or dc4v in accomplishing 
the supply mission. The consolidation allowod the sq/Pl9 to hand rccdpt 
equipment dircctlyifV .. the 

-----~----------.-~--.----- ----------,------
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COlllllW.nders and Principal Staff Offic0rs 

Commanding Officers 

LTC Myles H. Mierswa 
LTC Donald L. ltJilliams 
LTC George F. Powers 

Battalion XOIS 

LTC Donald L. Williams 
LTC George D. Shields 
MAJ l"i11iam MacPhall ;m. 

5-1 

CPT Edgar B. Taylor III 
CPT Ronald W .-Lewos . 
CPT JOM D De Martini 

S-2 

MAJ H11iam R. Aiken, Jr. 
CPT James ~l. Mc Cready 

MAJ Marvin O. Myers 
CPT David L. Radlinski 
MAJ John J. Griffiths 

lLT Lanny H. Helgeson 
lLT James P. Delaney 
CFT Guntis G. Berzins 

CPT Ronald 1.. Le\~OS 
lLT Carl W. Parnell 

INULO"URE - I 

2 Dec 67 - 4 May 68 
5 May 68 - 21 Aug 68 
22 Aug 68 - 31 Jan 69 

2 Dec 67 - 4 May 68 
5 May 68 - 4 Aug 68 
5 Aug 68 - 31 Jan 69 

2 Dec 67 - 23 Jul 68 
24 Jul 68 - 3 Aug 68 
4 Aug 68 - 31 Jan 69 

2 Dec 67 - 18 Jan 69 
19 Jan 69 - 31 Jan 69 

2 Dec 67 - 1 Dec 68 
1 Dec 68 - 13 Dec 68 
13 Dec 68 - 31 Jan 69 

2 Dec 67 - 4 Aug 68 
4 Aug 68 - 28 Sep 68 
26 Sep 68 - 31 Jan 69 

2 Dec 67 - 4 Aug 66 
5 Aug 68 - 31 Jan 69 

9 February 1!)69 
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WORK COMPIJ>T.:,D 
AMMUNITII.'N EXPENDED FRr;o;NDLY LOSSES 
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