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FREFACE

Althougn I was not one. of the original Griffins,
I also formed with an 4R& unit in the States before
coning to Vietnam. I joined C Battery shortly after
their arrival at Camp Zvans. I have attempted to write
the history as I saw it, and a2s an aviator I recognize
ny limiteticns in this restect. 4ll the rthotogravha
included were teken with & 35mm Canon FTQL camera with
& 50mm, 1.8 lens, and I as ume full responsibility for
t hem. ' '

I extend my thanks to G Stephen E. Scheiding. _

#ho prepared the Dedication,'cﬂo Biliy.R.

. Hartbarger +ho wrote the section concerning
ferming end training at Fort Brazg, and CH0 Richard .

Freeman who handled the narrative of the
ferry flight. | | | |
Specialist Five Jilliam S. Hallomk
deserves =z speCial'thanks_zorithe iong hours he spent
sorting and condénsing inforﬁétion“from the Operztions
section. 7 also wish to thank Captain Robert B. 7illiems
and /0 Joseph J. #ilhone for _
proof reading the drafts, and off;ring_helpful suggeetiohs 
and criticisms. Last, but not least, my'fhanks.goeé_to

for typing the final copy.g

Ci70 Loren 4. Gees




DEDIC.,.TICH

suring C Battery's brief ztey in Vietnam, the Sriffing
acve cecomplished,cnd exceeded, the goals establishzd in
she development .f ~erial Rocket Artillery. ¢ Battery's
record i1s uvnexcelled, If tsken ot face value, credit
slegnt ve oiven te the wviators who fly the cireraft and
Tire the rcckets, but behind each pilet there zre gevercl
enlisteu men X%xx who, together, form the bockbone of
the unit. lJany & night aon crmoament man or = crewenief
remained at his job until tae wee small hours of the
wernins to wssure that his cireraft would be wission
rezay Tor the rext day. During major enengements ammo
cersennel often nad tu vork well into the nicht to #eev
Tece withh the mniticns veing exvended...t our f.orward
locations enlisted persconned rew:ined on duty tc coordinate
communiteaticns, cnd suvchdics, @nd provide airceraft
Lintenance.  Caintenance ntd'transportaticn working
tozether s & precisi.n nwenine kept the circreft,and
venleles, opercting, =nd the clerks rnd typists meintained
control over the nmescive cuounts of raperwork necegsary
for tiae coempleti o of O Jatters's mission. Jithoust
T..ece ehlicted nen benind the svenes, ang menticn of
wozgttery would be an :fterthouszsht.

Jor thie resscon, this histery dis dedicated 4e¢ al! the
edlisted porscnnel wiho nede C Zattery, 4th Battalion(ierisl
artitlery), 75th artiilery(iirmobile) Tossible,
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Fayetteville, North Carolina is a military town. Cne
cf those places where the civilian and the military meet.
It is a good union with the town benefitting commercially
from the soldiers and their families, and in return
providing entertainment and shopping facilities. it was
tc this town one morm.ng early in sugust that the first
nmembers of C Battery, 4th Battalion( Aérial Artillery),
77th Artillery( airmobile), came--and the "Griffins® were
born.

Time was a factor and none was wasted in those early
days of C Battery's conception. mveryone had his sharye of
duties, and many worked night znd day. Spirit and cooperation
were the words, and 2ll croblems were tackled with determination
and willingness. Cne problem that reguired = lot of time
was that of obtaining &1l the publicati.ns we would need.

This job fell to our Fublicotions Officer, 0l Richard

freeman. It was rather humorous to watch i‘r. Freeman

learn his job a2s he performed %, i
0f course the biggest job, and one that concerned

everyocne, was training. Captain Joe Coyner, our training

officer, under theguidancé of Iejor Kdéward liiller, arranged.

our schedule.

#01 Ball Hartbzrger was sent to Fort Rucker for =
three week instruction period, making him 2 gqualified
instructor pilot in the Bell UH-1C helic rrer. after his
return, ne,set cbout transitioning ke pitots irfethe

UH-1C. 8 j

th Voooee WEES 23}1&!&
e Q0 A firing range was constructed,”dnd training in the Q%” 5

use of the aircraft armament systems was initizted. EHach

pilot was‘instructed‘on'firing techniques, and then given ?m{

numerous chances to zpply whet he lesrmed on the range.
-~y and nigat the range echoed to the blast of rockets
and the chutter of wmachine guns, -s the door qunners, too,

abing wth D Wil i AR
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Pime passed, the days grew cold, and
the Griffins evolved Ainto a tesm with teeth,

December came, /and C Battery readied itself for =
week in the field\ For winter, the temperature was cemfortable
and the skies were clear that first week. lajor Ddward Iiller's
birthday was on the seventh znd we celebrated by moving
into the vcods bordering =n isolsted field in North

increased their skill.

varolina., Our first night out it snowed, and the temperz- unﬁ&w

ture dropped tc¢ nine degrees. Q44.Q<hbb“
Blements of the 82rnd isirborne snd Special Pbrees '

staticned at Fort Bragg vwiere rarticipating .insa coincident

ficld probiem, wnd ¢ Battery worked in support of them

for four cays. Our lagt taree days were spent coenducting

sumulated fire missions, raintaining hot sections aay wnd

nizht, 2nd being graded on such things cg meacticn time,

-ceuracy, target erffect, ete. Foor wezther and hard wor | 4

A
LN 4
ceinlly, pFos vhe s+ ain Jeu@nce

. ) , es . The N Y
corbined to make it a gruelling vieek g out the Criffing *wper’ porsesss

vere cdeveloping inte professicnals, and perfectisn was
taeir cozl.

The Christmes holidavs brousht a short lull in cur
work, but after returning from holidey leave, cur main
cffert was put into readying equirtment fcr the move to
the Hevublic of Vietnam. Sinishing touches were .ut to
training schedules, ,with the last Period of training
censisting of the cosst-to-coast sireraft ferry mission.
<1l of the new pilots gained immeasursble experience in _
cross~country navigation, racio procecures, and zirfield =m
operations. IZlight plamming snd filing was spread smone
the pilots so each had & chance %¢ practice. sn imporisnt
lesson learned was the effect +hot terrain, temperature,
and wveather ccnditi.ns have on netiticopter opersticzn,

=n aetual account of the ferry trip from orie of thiose
ho was tiiere follows:
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‘n 24 Jzn 69 ¢ Battery departed Simmons ATy Air
Field =t 0730 hours Zastern “tandard Time, two days
behind scaedule, There were gleven UH-1(C nelicopters
in the flight with ZIi-3 armament subsystemsz mounted,
Jur final destination was Sharp Army Depot ot Stockton,
California, where the circrcft would be racked for
cverseas deployment.

".lhen the zirecraft arnd thirty-three crew members
arrived at Tort Gorden, Georsis, the first reiueling
stcp, the lead sircraft blew an. engine reducing ocur
treupe to ten. This sircratt followed ten deys later
ziter repcirs vere coipleted.

“eridien, slggigsippi, was resched without further
difficulty excevt for = brief moment of terror while
wefovlating the aprreacn to Iawson ATTY aAir Field =t
Lort Benning, reorgia, with thirty Inct crosswinds?
ith the first lea of the journey complete, the flight
remained overnight at Leridian.

"The following day took us to ballzs Love PField.

The 2ighx peint of the day beiig engine trouble experienced
oy “ne bird in Longview, Texzs. The problem was cerreccted

ir a8 chort time, however. The night spent :n Jzllas
72g far supericr to tac trevicus cne in weridian, =nd
acst of ug hated to leave.

"“he third night we spent in Udessa, Texas, I can’

zot say much mbout thet leg. .cet of the pilots were

Yired, ond Odessa did not offer much. e needed rest
Tor the next day, thougn, ws the itinerary included
i1l Foso, Texas, cnd Juarez, l.cxico.

"Thet leg was 2lac ureventful, The flight made F1
faso by noon =nd Juarem oy 1400 hours.

+Iter svendins “he next norning counding everyone
un tae ships lifted off o rhoenix, «Tizone, ocur fifth
+

ztor. Iy thdz tice the venlker zaipe were acvine Z hard




tine maintaining the pzce, so the stronger ships tock on
part of their load. The higher sltitudes cut performance
creatly. '

"4t Fhoenix, our Battery Commander&Jﬁng::Fdﬂaqggggéﬁgfr

met 2 student from Thunderbird Internaticnal Schoel cf . -
Torecign Trade. The student convinced Wﬁw\(ﬁ
re-sf@@Ed lund therethe follcowine morning for coff:ze

cnd doughnuts. The school wes on the old Thunderbird

army alr Field, a VWII trzaining field outside Fhoenix.

"The next morning arcund 0900 hours after de:arting
Fheenix International, a '
ﬁ%\g&\}rgtiimﬁrmﬁiéogikigqﬁ we made @ high-overhead
cpproach intc Thunderbird Field. 4About fifty curiocus
students and the Lesn of Ilen met us. The dean had served

with the lst Air Cevalry Jivision in Xoree, and most of
our returning pilcts hed served with the lst iLir Cav in
Vietnam. The dean noticed tueir patcnes on their pight
zleeves. OUne thing led to anotier ond we really did get
our coffee znd doughnuts! sfter brief exphanations
concerning our airerztt cnd mission, and inguisitive
inspecticns by the students, many of whom were Vietnam
veberans, we departed for Bakersfield, California.

"7e arrived in Pzlm Eprings efter lowe~leveling
zcross ‘the desert chasing coyotes and one brief fuel stop.
The trip from Falm Springs to DaBersfield tcok us through

tae Zan Fermando Valley where the visibility dropped to
one-nzlf wile because of the smog. e follcwed the road,

znd hod plenned cn flying through the pass, but due to

jah

o'

ad weether cnd icing rotor bludes we retreated to Air
roree suziliary iield 42 at Lancester, Celifornia.

"On our lest coy we flew west to the coast, wnd hezded
serth.  Zefueling =% tante Barovara, Czlitorriz, ond Fort
Lrd, e turned Lust for tharp Lrmy Lepot =t Stockton.

"The trip weo on outstanding enperience, arnd previded

ool traiving fTor cur pilete by selng dnto so many new and
different cirports.®




-uch of the smeccess of this early operatiocnal capability
wes due to the advanced partg who arrived aprroximately
ten cays ahead of the rest of the battery. Their first
night in Vietnam was an exciting one as thuy experinced
their first rocket attack mmiis shortly after dusk at
Camp Zagle. Upon arrival at Camp ZEvens they quickly
crganized the bvattery area, decidi.g what would &0
where. ShExxe i d 3 '

HePre—-waREina-—for—S0eny—Hak
when the main bedy errived, they found their hoctches
ready and waiting, ané the mess hall functicning.
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ARRIVAL IN-CCUNTRY
fevublic of Vietnam
Camp Zvans

C Battery, 4th Battalion(sierial artillery), 77th
artillery(sirmobile), arrives ot Lalang, tepublic of
Vietnam, at 0700 hours 22 .ar 59, Their destiraticn,
Coump Evans which is located ten miles west of Hue, wag

reached ot 1300 houre the same day. DBhe Battery Commander

was Lajer Edward J. i1ller, smwe the Battery Zxecutive
~fficer wes .ajor Craigz H. Leyaa P 2he
Cperations Officer was Jajor +illiam F. Trof

‘ : o ) \‘55‘.‘ . o~

ana tie First Sergeant was“YCscor L. Svenson

#% Camp Zvans the job of unpaciking and the problems of
becoring overztional iaced tha persornel wnose troining
had been completed =t Fort Srageg, North Carolinaas “The
10b was attacked with visor, on

[

Lon 3 arr 69 the first
alssion wae accevted at 0755 ncours. “he entire tattery
became cperaticnal 5 APY 69,

Sopasgo 1T




OPERATICNS KENTUCEY JUMPER ..ND NASSACIHUSETTS STRIKER

turing the period 22 Lar 69 tc 10 Xay 69, ¢ Battery acted
in & general suuport rcle to the 10lst Airborne Division.
Lperations kKentucky Jumper and massachusedts Itriker

Zere being conducted &t this time.

In~countryy training began on 26 lar 69, This included
briefings on the area c¢f o.eraticns, contact mission
requirements, deployment oand tactics, radio procedures
whié security, «nd the care and handling of heavily
loaded ships in the high Qen51ty altitudes encountered

in Vietnam, /My Tenance and 14pp ‘““""’"l jl":ﬂ rk:h:':s;,).:.:.l‘l{ L {’f'.:;‘l.j.j’;m s
i :.-.77-'1!. Fretricel pouahlems wave
{n 10 ipr 6G the first ulfcfa%g'ﬁ: on an ,uh”,£¢ ¥ *?%
asdminiztrative flight to cemp Zaggké. Two people were }lﬁ:“:ﬂilifmu;
hospitalizea as 2 result, wund the aircralt wee ovacuated‘jiaéﬁz 7
to the 5th Pransportatiocn “ottzlion et Phu Bai. On 24 heir »;,J«r
Apr 69 2 gecond aircratt creshed while enrcute to a fire ﬂ%:t';b‘r
rissicn near the sehau Valley. 01 James &. Brown *316¢O45°~W*fﬂk
wee killed, «nd tic other persons were injured. /arrant szv:}:;47

Ufficer Brown received tha Lrcnze Ztar Eedal(Posthumous)
(Generzl Order number 4305}, .nd Ceptain Chester J.
Uszynski 05420016 =nd Specicliet Pive Lanny R. Smock
JS565849807 received the Ivrple Heart(General Crder number
48) in this zetionm. Specialist Smock was wlso awarded
the Zfilver Star(Generzl Urder number 6582) for his heroic
seticons on tals date.

in the early morning nours of 27 Mar 69, Fire Support
Base Jack came under heavy ground attack. C%0 Thomes P.
orkmen , aircraft commander c¢f the UH-1C
hélicopter, received the Cisgtinguished ¥lying Cross

(Jeneral (rder 4185), anu .Lis two crewsembers, fpecialist

Cour Johrn &, sanetti znd Speciclist Fcur
Charles . allis enoh reeeived the ..ir dedal

with V" Levice(Gener:sl rder 7441 cnd General Jrder 7442,
resuectively) for taeir herci: acti.ns dasplayed against




vae cnemy ottack force.

4C Thomas :. Johnson received the nir
sedel with "V'" Device(General Urder 12635), 4C Jumes 4.
Jennings received the aAir :edal ith "v®

Device(General Urder 12603), cnd #0 Roger .. Zadler
recedved tuoe ~ir medal with "V" _evicd for
their actions on 19 apr 69 while attacking = target rear
the Zong C Lau Alver.
The first three piicts to stteund Cobra transition
schocl were »ajor sdward ..iller, .iajor Thomas Glenn, znd
vaptain Javid Barkes. fhey lelt tue battery srea 17 ipr
69, and returnec 9 lisy 69, ‘Jhe first %wo Cobras(®Bell 4H=-1G)
arrived 15 Liay €9. Soon they .ere ecquipped with rocket
pecds wnd joined the mission-ready C-—wmocel Hueye.
The firet enmemy kill for ' Battery was reccrded
19 &y 69, cnd was credited tc the First ilatcon. CGriffin
61 ¢nd 61a were the cell gisms of the cireraft in the
cectiin, The Criffin call sisn wee used .nen the battery
1iret crrived in Vietnam, and its uece nas continued
gver gince, Calling cerds were purchased and they can
ve found everywhere cny ot the "Griffins' have visited.
Infusion began e riy for C batterg. The firet in this
program were four experience pilots from .. Sattery: Captain
John iloore, CUO Ben forrells, @ Rcnald Dreseler, and 70
Loren CGee, These sime pilots clso ferried C Battery's
UH=1lC helicopters from salians tc Cemp iLvans. The firgt
veople intused cut, ¢l the battar, left 15 APpL.6G, On 21 Apr 6% Mayur
Prieg Mo beyda asyuwmed Fhe /.nnf o Enecu leve 0}".”. )
7 ¢ pattery recordec M1l nevry of flisnt time in 1,602
firing « tctal of wver
6,000 rockets. Lupport of illiled Forces tctaled 32 hours
of £flight tire in S50 scorties Ath 327 rockets fired. Resviss
cnery killed, elevern s=tructures
I comyang cesgtroved.,

\

certies during these cpersticns

of theese fires included Live

cdamaged or wegtreryed, wnc fof




4 forword operaticns bose was established ut Landing
.one Flaoze in the ziddle of a:ril, This provided more
readily «vailable support to the infantry in thig aree,
cut left 2 bit to be desired as the take—off snd agproach
lenes were congidered minimal und causec many tense
moments cmens the pilote. OUperztions rersonnel manned
their post arcund the cleck, but no cireraft werc lef't
overnight at LI Blaze. o provision had been made there
fer night operations. The weother varied greatly-~rain,
fop, znd hot sunny Gays—--but the greatest problem en-
countered by the :viators was the heat and hwmpidity.
kngine periormznce w/as bglow,nvrmal, =o0,leads had tg be 4 loacd on

Al & prw,gp} greR /nertdErc The

Ope n
: . peralin Feru .
decrezged accordingly. f 7ok the Lissiin requirements were

mgivleaen ce
fl:nt_p“-ﬂ‘).l

. - mach oF Tri
still met. ke Lawee
" L4 weaf
&L"Jn— ?")\g At ‘\f—i

The first week iz .zy was occcupied with pians for 77/

ke
,;,”fd—r P

on rlyrc.tru

Uperation .ipache Zmow. On 7 Lay 69 the forward cperetions
bagse was relocated &t LZ snn. Frcbiems at L7 AT Were

The ccme &8 those at LZ Blaze vith the addition of dust.
It became even more serious when cne of the v=nodels

made @ precautionar. londing due to fuel contaminaticn,
Ceongeauently 211 thec shivs were srounded for & day while
the mzinternance gerscnnel pulled =11 the fusl filters in
each ship zna checked them. .8 scon us this troblem wes
cieared uvp, C Zattery was resday for the kickoff of
Vreration spache Snow,




CEERATIVH LF.LCHE Sre)

‘he Pivgt day of thie cperaticn, 10 ilay 69, five
ianding zonee were estaobliched along the Laotian border
2t the west edge of “he ..shau Velley., 2ettery fired
tae "preye’ for the combut ceseults cnd capied nea arly all
the Li's. inemy contact wee mode el or near two of the
L&'s that day, and it was o prelude of things to come,

C Dattery was the first unit to waintain a sectien
¢f aircrait in the schzu Valley overnight to resct to
fiesions in thaet wres, . -ad was congtructed on PS
varrahee co;}ﬂete Jltq i refueline Dab£&¢tv and drmament

Hol an -tr-n-qnq_-.-\. PCrienme il an p“ T Fer e fke ol fpeo‘r P.}l.))

pointg. /{.»r"uv times i WE8 Called 50 reac (%O all a.'tbcl.Ck ::;/:}m kq::‘:u
’ (3

on & friendly positicn in the valley in the wpiddle of *;;ggzizf
tae night., If farther suppcrt was requlred sections

vere luunched from Cawmp svang, and a "round-robin® tactic
“#z8 employed so ut least one section of ada was cn
staticn =% 211 times to ~revide fire for the threstened
positicn,

bzse was set up at 7B currchee, cnd a POL cyew and sn
amuntion crew were regquired in vzdition to thae opersticns

To guppcot this capsbili ty & forward operaticne

ferscnrel., During a nigat ottzek on sarrehee itgelf,
poth the POL dump and the cmminition storaze areas were
destroved. Taree thoussnd watlons of JP-4 fuel =nd
eleven nundred rocrets vere dectroyed. Jleoa e took
severtl cays, =nd toe finsl svent was destruction of the
darnased rocket warhends :ind wotors.

vurrchee wes the forvars cverational base that wag
aged vy the Griffins +in surpert of the szsesult on Long
«p Ble, or [Jemburger :1ill c& it was termed later,
iuring thiz period fhe LBL treffic in nd ost of Currahee
dug vlmest steaqy.  Cleze coocrcination bets ‘een the ferward




operaticns cnd "rear! gae o ooust, sno o1l during tho
= ' Bl

reraticn everrone workeda ver: hord fto coind in Ghis

tdnt.
coordinuticn. In the night cttscle on Jurrones itself,
infontrymen on the nerimeter cven volunteerea their
services %o help the nurd-work: -ng cmmo and rOL sections

T rearm &nd refuel nRia wirecraft to reep thewm on the

ik waith cs little cround tice as posgible.

L3 2 on this .peratiun wus loeated cn tie Lurthwest
slope of ..ill 937(Uonz <p 3iw). It beccie the focal voint
Ciooperation wpiche Smow from 10 say 69 until 23 ay 69
‘hen o largme enemy force e enconntered Dy the 3rd
Jetitclion, 187+a airsorne Info entry, ‘ne Griffine fired
cver 400 rockets on the first day, «nd g the action on
~ong .p Bia continued, over 4,400 rockets were fired
in tae tiirteen-day period in support of tihe three &S5
infantry battaiions on the hill ws ell as cne .avy
czttalion.

un 12 wy 69 JC Curl . dajctte ond O
Zicherd /., Ireeman beth receivea the air

ecal with "V levice(denercl Urder 13226 cnd 12554,
respectively) for acti ns in suppcrt of +h: 3rd fattalion
(ambl), 287th infentry, on -ons .p 3iz Jhen receiving
fifty-caliber .agiaircraft iire, -nd after res arming ond
reiuveling, znserea & ca.l tc Fire support Bzce nirscrne
Mich was uwicer Sttock © o gzpvers shortly ociter cusk. The
3&ne uay, Japtain Jonn L. .oure received the
<ir weaal with "VY Levice(Generzl Crder $503) when he
zxperienced & iogs of power vith nig UH-AC selicovter,
vet c.ntinuew o sttack the scstile force tntil ke could

ac longer mednfoin clbitude in his eritplied aircroft.




nile enroute to o Secure urez the engire failed Clmpletely,

Leuna himselif :nd his crew on the

sZround
in hostile territory ibout 11 ailes south of Camp Lveng.

“he crew of the Ud=1C consisted of Caiiain

&nd Jontain Loore

=0Cre, aircraft

Cosainuer; .0 lon AAsson. zilot: Zpecialict TFoup el
stere, crewealel; ond upeiclis Fo.r Herbert urissom,

sunner,

cajor Ldward J. .iller earned the air

~eaal with "y Device(CGeneral _rdsp 12558) for actions on
iz . “y 09 b."rr {;,"O“'"' .

ing inte the hostile ares and picking up

the crew of JEptain Loore's fireratt,  Lajor -iller's

CH-1C wag nesvily lcaded, wna Jhile on tae around Lraining
el to iigaten hig ioad, a2z ouine ~Laer aeavy sniper fire,
e continued to ¢redn fuel until the circraft w28 #ble

te iover, then executed the <ozardous night take-cry

=i

C1tn Captein oore wno ALE Craw

selely zboard.
brom 10 oy 89 4o 1 Sun a9, o Zattery was Crecited

1t 19 enemy killed L 17 gtraotures cemage

Ty

L

Or destroved,

b}

©

JUring tals time chinces vere faring

{

riace in tae
bettery sres w1 CEIP LVENES ws Lhe aeliport ures was
snlarsed and penatrired, the aircrait nengar wag cinpleteq,
the rosd Zyetem in tie ores 7as tompieted, the Lay room
sud ocess hzll vere linroved g

il

o

~-CVies were scquired
wnd shuwvn, Ladjor Theres J. Glenn assuned the

ixecutive ufficer's vesitin on 2 gy 69.

Oyned




OFRRaTION  CITGCLERY RENDEZVOUS

his overation vas o« continuaticn of Cperaticn irpache
snew.  Inmclusive dates were & Jun 69 to 14 Aug =29, ¢

Battery continued zuprert in the same crea of pperations.
The ferward ppereticus tase remained at Fire Suvpvort

-

nage currshee. u#lVN elesents were supported throuqhout

the northern I Corvs tactical srez, Uperztional outlook
w&e extendea ve visguel reconnsisance missions and convoy
cover niigsions were accevted by the Griffins, which added
considerzbly to the ill"nt t113 totals fordﬁhe operation. Plore Fhgh? T

et pere ,”d.a'ftuﬁh(c é’ cretw s couTinmye o kecp il t‘rn-c.-qff f‘/ fugs Mot
Un & Jun 69 FSBE arrance receivea incoming mortar t7

Lol N

0!" Mn.n*lv-‘! Croe .

- N . i lﬂff )"p
rounde followed by & around sttock estimated ot two f__faf-'j -
Lorth Vietnazese .rmy companies. O Dattery reacted To ers hall

sed €3 swesc
auickly to the cttock firineg counter mortar te rgets and :ﬁ%"‘“””v”“
direct fire wisgious. Lozging cver thirteen hours of CL*::;WZ“””
Tlizht time, the sttack helicopters fired 390 reckets “””“%fxfﬁ““f
to break the ettoselk., The UH-1C0's used by the Griffins rene il
care uncer aeuavy eneumy fire, fet continued to precs the
attack, firine in close su““ort cf the friendl:y furccs.

Receiving the Lir decel ~ith "V" Yevice for their acti.ns

were Japtoin Daniel J. Fetrosky ( Genercl Crder
12540), G0 Loren .. iee {General Order 12379},
anc C.0 Zdward G. Jenner ITI (General Crder

G723). Tirst Lieutenant James R. Smith
received the army Commendation sedal with "V Deviee
(Gereral Urder 1236%) in the same sttack.,

carlier the same day o counvey was cmbushed on Route
247, end Ceptain Daniel J. Fetrosky earned
vhe sair iecal wit. V" levice(lenerzl Order 12602) for
ais valorous acticie in trotection of the ccnvoy while
flving his cirecrsaft low over egnemy positl.ns in order
to merk them for she secticn of 434 airer:ft arriving on
gtation tc relieve hin.




14 Jun 69, ¢ Battery unswered o call from ST Zerches—
raden which wes engaged with an cremy czrcunc force, The
Griffins were credited vith breaking the attack., The next

day in the early nerrning aours, ISB Currahee was cnce 2881n

agsaulted by an unknowvn-sized enemy force. Iuring the
attoclk the coeraticns ounker sas hit by @ o0mm mortar shell,
ind the Fencozmissicned (fficer in charze sustained o
severe .iead injury. leglecting nis wound Steff Zergeant
aotert . Xefton cerntinuee to cocrdinate
#RA fires until he was orderea ts be medically evacuated.
Serceant Lafton received the Ircnze Stur Ledel Jith "vn
vevice(Generzl urder 10334) for his etforts in the
successiul defense of the fire base. 4ARA was credited
rith breakins the attack, firing 144 rockets.

fire Zupuort Rese Currahee came under o neevy morisar
barrcee on 17 Jdun 69, ~easpite oortur rouvncs felling
2ll arcund them, the crews of 4he 4RA shipg left the
safety of the cuverations bunker =nd nanned their aircraft.
al

orce tcirborne ploced zecurcie rocket znd macaine~gzun

-

of the ships effected succeseful toke~oife, and

fire cn the eremy mortar vositicns, silencine <Shem.

0T their courage cnd dete.mindaticn under fire, the

silcts and crewmembers were awarded the following medals:

The DListinguizhed Blying CUrcss %o Llajor kdward J. iiller
(Genersl Order 12359); the Bronze Star iedal

7ith "V Device to irirst iLieutenznt Jillism H, Cumpbell
(General Order 13174);: the 4ir liedal with iy

Jevice to Svecialist Four 21 Stone (General

Urder 13227) =nd Speciulist Zour Jerry L. Taylor
(General Order 13224); znd +he Arry Commendation

medal with V' Device te ¢00 Zdwin D. Billet

(Gemeral Order 13156), 000 Richard 1. I'reeman

(General Crder 12997), .nd 00O ‘homas ... Johnson

(Ceneral Lrdsr 12939).




Liter that evening the crmunition dump ¢t Jurrsihee
wag get orff by = wait

[6]

vhcovnorus shell., T..e resulting
fire and explosicns spread to the fuel dwep, 1,100
rocrets tnd 6,000 gailens of Fuel were degtreyed. During
the holocaust the pi-ots raced tc their aelicopters,
started them, =1nd¢ flew therm 1o safety, orb:ting cbove
tae fire buse to vwrovide cover aguinst attack. TFor their
nersonal bravery, the folle: ©neasls were coyarded:
the Listinsuished Flying JfOSE to Captain Javid #. Barkes
40 Glenn . armer

(General Crder 124G8), C.0 Jemes .. Jenninge

(General Lrder 12360), and /O henneth
Huvren (Zenernl Lriéer 12496). !

Tne proerity of tae ..ericl Rocket ~rtillery was é

FAp

~curnd to be wuite hish on "Chorlie's® list oF targetes

-

=g an attack was mounted cozinst o nelicopters on
v -~attery's "hot spot" at vamp Evans the night of 23 |
Jun 59, The encmy fired fifteen to twenty rcocoiet propelled
grenades ot the helicopters iust cs they ere chutting
cown.  rour cosualties were sustained, severzl nelicopters
vere domaged, and minor damuze was inflicted on & few

Looteies.,  llajer—idser—tewmremodt-nis ANSIT SFF T the .
Llowsd—brtwo Tircreft-parked
cadite {ddentIiTe uzm——m—*t*er—‘mm Heodmrotit,

> G A i the sziteation, and although

o4

Soldnre oldpwas potews 40~ illuminate | the wrea, the Viet
o

. .,.._._,

T Tt TAY eg caved, >

~ih yes creditec wits suving Fhong Sien on 16 Jul 6G

7nen the sistrict illeadquarters there ecome under o sapner
attoel, lojor sdwora J. iller received the
2igtinsuished Dlying Cross(leneral Lrier 12467) fer

Als volcerous wetions viaile zervins g Lirerart cormander
cf &n AH-10 nelicouter. .lso on 10 Jul 69 the griffins

“tteined their L00th enewy Lill girce srrivias in Vietnam.




The operction dates frem 15 “ug 89 to 28 Sep 69, ing
started cff with the Griffins firize the londing zone
Lreparaticns on seven TZ'z.

n 21 Aue 59 thc forord Certii.rns canter was ecstablishex

i

— ™~y

&t T3B Rencdezvous cn the eugy ridze of the ..ehzu Valley,
racilities for «RA airecroft were neager at Hendezvous.
a small bunker for the tforward operaticris szecticn wag
constructed frem used roclet boxes on the landing osad
which was outside the erimeter of the fire base. Thie
wernt ©1l the ecuipment used there had %o be moved intc

the fire buse itgelf every night. ‘here vere no orovigicns
vactever for nisnt cpersti-ns For t oot aireraft, sc nigzht
fupport nac 1o coume from Camp “vans. The refuel .ad
&t [Hendezveues was alsc locected nocrly in relati.n to
prevailine winds if Lloudew, armed sirerctt were corsidered.

inile 4RA was e+ill coercting cout of Lurrchee, o

ocllet cttack wes made on the fire bige on 16 aug 69,
The pilots lert the sefety of the bunker ~“aile one
crewciief prepared his helicopter for flizht. Zoth
aireraft lesunched zs mcre rcckets landed Nes8roy——ag
close that cme circrasft flew through shattered bLoards
wrd debris from the blast.  Unce Lirvorne the crewchief/
funner abcard the Ul-1C svotted 2 rocket veing lsunched.,
“he gecticn engugzed the Barzet forcing the enemy to flee,
ind holting the cttack. Cited tor heroism were the
followineg: <Capiain _sniel J. Zetresky

»
00 Heal . miuver « 00 Richord 7. “reeman
« +C Etevhen . neneiding Lyoand

tpeciclist Five Zower ' . {lson whic esch

ireceived the Llrmy Commendoticor [edol with "V7 levice
(General Crders 380, 524, 378, 532, ant 443, rospectively),




Leter in July cne UH-1C0 becazme the tarcet of un

~

anery .50 caliber weapon. It received four aits, b ot
L0 ¢re on poard was injured.
suring a combat sssault in the Ashaun Valley on 18
Jul 69, the first two trocp shipe into the Lanaiirge zcne
recelved intense -round Iire, taersby desripting the
wesault and leaving & snall group of soldiers stranded.
he #:t4 ghing supportine the wusszult ergagea the enemy
2t ¢clise range to srovide close guuport for tae stranded
element. «aven zfter the circroctt had sxpended their
fmmunition they continued to empLoy diversiorary tactics
20 the lancding zZone would not be overrun. awards to
these crewmembers for their precise flying =bility =nd
personel cravery were:  tae silver Ster to $.40 Thomasg
¥. Jorkman (General Urdaer 11i6£3): ond the
sistirmuisned Flyii s Cross o Captain weniel J. retrosky
(Cenerul irder 11925), C.J/C RFoger €. Sadler
(CGeneral Order 11609), .JO Steven 7. Jood
_ . (Genersl lrcer 1islli), =nd Speeciclist Tour
Jerry . Tavior {General urcer 11517),
un Z5 Jul 89 ¢.0 Bichard o, Preemen
completed Mmngle survival scnool at Zubie 2ay, Fhillipines.
Laring & three-~day veriod in sugust =34 Treceived
credit for destroying thirty hootches, seven burikers,
ei: szmpang, ond one rcotbridee.

tn 10 sug 69 0 Battery flew gixty-one hours in suttoort

0 3re Srigade ovpercticns, Ten landing zone preperatisns
vere Ifired. and ftreoms in contact were s.pported on six

veeaslcons., Un one i these contocet missicrs on nill a37,
~CNE AD Bio, Javteln James 2. Barnett VIas
swerced the Silver ftar(ienerel Urder 197) fur o reonal
cravery vhen he novered nzar o friendly unit in centoet

: . it e .
Looiere bnelr vesition calle hle winemen sxuended ais
s Pa -

Lrenénee cn the enemy.




che cecond weck in usast wes svent prevaring tor
vrersticn Lousiens Lee(Zlivigion nome wes Réchhand savare ),

~uring Cyeratiocn --ontzorery ~endezvous, ten aviators
Trom (O Zattery sredunted frem AH=1G Trensition Zchool
@t Vungs Tau.  Hizht ond veather training 2lsc continued
Tor the pilote

In tie battery area the aireralt nangar vas completed,
siiich elped the salntensnce versonnel - Frest dea
The ses

N

£ n&ll and Jayrcon were both improved, ond movies
were chown five tires weeltlly with the
savent of o better fiinm DYCETED.

Liring Uveration sont- CHoery .sencezvous the CGriffins
cacllred up auite & reccrd. the -iral tally chows 1,914
aoure flown on 3965 goriiee, ~omention exvenditures ere
21,245 2.75% £oi

of 7.02mm, and

~

lding fin cerici reekets, 170,273 rounds

'

©.228 rounds of 40mm.  Phe results ¢t these

£,

envenditures were 53 enemy Lkilled, 39 cnemy prcbably -illed
Bv 2R, 1 enemv wounced, 12 zemvons des troyed, 113
Structures destrcyed. 7 etrictures denesed, 1 mortar
dzmared, 1 &4i-50 cgecult ritle captured, 1 tf'ecotbridee
cegtroyed, 1 122mm field san sestroyed, 1 truck destroved.

ind § secondary expicsions.




Juring the extraction of = long range recennaisance
patrol west of Lhe Zanh on 22 .ug 69, cne of the troon
ghips for wanich an »Ri zecticn was vroviaing cover
enccuntered an engine failure. ‘he section reacted
imwedictely firize rockets intc the irtenced randing zZone
cI the stricken “reoraft, and flying low in increagings
darkress ond intense rain showers to cover it mrtil the
crew could be extricted. The extrociicn cervleted, the
ceetion continusd ite sission in the extremely hazardous
westher, cnd returned c¢nly cfter the patrol had been

recovered safely. Jited for velcr were: captein Daniel

J. Petrosky s CiC Thomes P, orkmen ,
Ci0 Glenn C. Former » <na 4O tteven T, Jood

who euech received the .ir Ledsl with yn

-

Device(lGeneral {rdiers 6o, 305, 71, and 70, recpectively ),
n 23 .ug 69 another Lons range reconnsisance patrol
vag extracted. as the troop shivp hovered cocve the
dense jungle =nd lowered ropes to the retrel thev came
ander necvy fire. The ..i. shivps reacted iimmediately
firing rockets . ith =kill and =zccurscy in close proxicity
to the patrol znt asovering sireraft., The sip [fedal with
"B" Levice was owarded tc Captoin James T. Rarnett
(Beneral Order 200},
(Beneral Urczr 573), C
(General Crder 568),

et
i

<

John 3. Iorreiids
0 Billy R. Hartbarger

!
o

<2

c

=
O

Loren 7. Gee

(Gerercl Crder 567), .0 Stephen . Zcheiding
(General Crder 69), cnd C Steven . .Jood
(fenerel Crder 144-2).
whe next <oy <ctiin centered in the ..shau Valley
mor the driffins cs t-ey survcorted both IR Jurrance ond
&

cob ferchesguaen., Ieveral exemy were killed us tarcets

o~

vere fired upon nesr Zercacoanden.




~reldn eariy In Zeptember serchesgaden colled for the 3
bive aireraft were utilized io Cconp.ete the missicn,
“ith the end result of several more éneny xiiled. TsHocps
in centact were suscorted ceveral days leter, und oz the
infentry swept the zroa they fovnd zoms uidies ané o
lerce heotel complex cestroved,

attempting to incert a long runse reconnaisance sitrel
werthwest of e ~anh, the unzraed nelicopters to which
vhe aale zectin wvos wroviding supiort cone uncer intense
free. The inserticn wag ottemvted three +tines with
tile riifing wispleying ovtstinaing courcee hile rrotecting
tie urerred circersft. Tae “istinguished Flying Cross
Jas owarced to Japtsin Jases 7. Surnett
(General Crder 14778) waa o040 Loren /. Gee
(Gerieral Urder 15349,

In mountainous terrcin west o rire Support iose
Vandersrift, despite nigatfall, zccr wentier, and heuvy
enery groeund fire, on 3L seeftion rroviced very close
SUPROrt t¢ i vesicmed ling ronce recormnalisance patrcl
gC thet it could ve cutrocted. waxkiig dengercusly low
firing passes to cover the Lift £21ps, the ai-1G's were
cigphly valnersbl. to ernemy fire. For tieir outstanding
dlespley cf courcee iz tic ¥oce of intense #round iire,

CUC Zéwin .. Rillet received the Listinguished
flving Cress(Genersl Upacr 14776), and C.JC 2illy A.
dartbarser and 0 Charles J. Zacine

beth received the .ir [gcal sith e Device(deneral Crders
L5006 ¢no 299).

Luring the 44 dayvg of weration Loulsiane Lee o Battery
Tlew x4 1.0G67 hours on <,231 sorties firing 10 ,136 rockets
130,110 rounds of 7.52mm. wna 9,003 40mm crencde desults
vere 53 enemy xiilew. 20 structures destroyed, 2 pigs
<illed, and 12 zter puticlc khilied,

.

Laptoln Achert L. imitn Leswzea thae duties
ot Cettery Ivecutive Jilicer on 9 Sep oG, Yhﬂlﬂ 7£6MAL &meZC j
\_, p’-¢-£ ‘7
B mﬂﬁa’w"” e D eyl
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<nis cverviicn was in effect Ifrcem 29 Sev 69 to o rov

oY, &l Loe, a village and swall alrstrip west of

Juang Uri, wue the foenl point cf Lperstion  rton rfells.,

'
are Zattery estubliched taelr Topward crerati:

Auie pensonae| were dreight Flarute a5 wel! Gsang eov)cou: _.r._(fa-t-
ouee. s ‘thac Creratiocn ot unceray. the Griffins
ccvered rine combat assanlts.
‘n 21 Lot 69 sng L-lo received tne .50 couiiber rond
in the sz2in rotor blice. o iniuries Were received, and

P P T sy paes .. 1 v - h R
the snip wos Flown beol to Camr -vane.

Saring thie creraticon the Oriffing Sovered the

=ugertion cnd oxtrocticn ¢t neny trocoe,  uch of their =z

OL VD units, O suttery
“lS0 vouriec clesely with tac Zrd Zgu.dron,

Lrtillery fire vms in e cort

-y
Sl

1%th air
Tevelry, in cverati ne clens the ~euiliturized Zcne.
the cirfield =t fai oo 788 the hest forwerd asres
thet U Zattery 1md secn gince irn-country arrival, ‘he
0L area was excellent, until i+t wao rcelceated, and o
ontrel tover e even corstructad for the ratanfinders.
he sorline cres vas udeuuate ond, bhe recrming woint . 74¢
] _ (';;n Jodred w ok dareng ARegfe iere a ﬂ»"y’
wlse :roved serksble. 'ﬁ~c oreratilne were’ possible o ”f“)f o

oo ligihts vere ceg uo on the runwev esch richt

- /nca--fy JA’I}')I’
non-directi nal beoebn e srected. The Uriffi.s EpeEnty

~4ny nights ot tai Loc, taongh few missions come deovn

P how
R B £E—n e
Sna oo

{

J

PR s} - ] 3
cIfter dari,

n

~roining for wessrer Fiv- e as

LAY

incressed ¢mr1“H

This veriod., Jlccres ere held on wli phases of ingtrument

s it Practiczl exterisnce in the Icrm of houg

» wround controlled apvroneclie’, wnd cutomstic

CTler iilncer = rotches. Lists of freguvencice for
the virioues rodar trellitics

in the arez were .rovided
Cotie milote. L1 dn olil e erailLing Was co.irehens:ve
Sna orroved vere valusbtle on ipolntec Leeugicne.




Jexonstration clusces o the inlantry saneuver
attelions were expmncad to ore thorousinly ccquaint

them with .34, so thev could ore iuiiy utilize the noten-
tial at their disposal.

<0 Steven F. .ocd comnleted jungle
gurvival school at Subic Zay, ~hillipires, and passed
are survivel dnformaticrn te she cilots ot infornal dig—
cussionrs,

samunliticon exyenditurcs unring thic ccveraticn were
-192 rockets, 99,150 rcounds of 7.62mm, ond 7,518
roinds of 40mm srenzdes. .. total of 730 fly: o he rs
1ag recorcec on 1761 scrtics.  Surveillance included
14 enemv dilled. 31 structares cegtroved, 2 Fampan

e

Cestroved, 1 erry desitroved. sssortec sutomsiic IeETOng
TnG osmoll arms cavtured(iacludiss cn 50mm wmortor), ond

-

S seccndary exploesicns.

“uriny todo coersticn there ere two pajer caansesg in
SMIw—d. 4 QG2 SEG

L1, [ENPE. = g, - - SR, ey
1@ canin T ecomoone., cicr Urels M. Levdo¥cosumed the
QT

sosition of Getterv Oommorder on 3 me¥ 0G,, und Japte

¥

{

¥
Lenrv .  iller, Jr. ~ becze tﬁt Lxecutive [fficer
24 Eoy 5G|

g (Mﬂ Lkt Joreek
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Loy DT e

vindaTIUN IRl I0 DU aidi

-

inelusive detes on e oversti n vere 9 Joev a9

L)

te & lec 69. © Zottery continued ite ceneral sur ort-

)

reinroreing rceie to the 2rxd Sricade. suring bthe first
serticn of t;*s ovrrati.on, tae friffins voriced .ut of
~al Loe, tut Leter returnece So womn oovans dith o forwsr
cwernticns bhise.
fhe early papt of Lovemper Sattery supiortes the
ls sattilion, Sth ecagnized nfentry near the Jemiide
tarized .one, o2V wite sere zlso survorted _n thiz

BELe Crew ond glsewhere in tone trea oI operati.ons

i

severel eremy willed sre credcitec o the ariffins iz
uese cti e,
‘nosne 1ot oof Jecember on nrtilery roid ae condutted. \
saonny hectcaes wnd sunrers vere Zestroved. Jvo dave
teter the _00,000th rociet .os fired DY «wHa, wolle sttoeking
27a 5-ton truck.CWW Ul & (a-.»m-. [RSSTOE 4 WLL, ""'""c—h‘”‘“‘z‘/

ey ) e Shor vatrCosy R
; wonent LLisy "\.111'1114».\ contimaea durina shis

spereticn.  wo aviators reneveu OLondard Instrumert

;u&liiicatisns. W00 eontintea Ho irevide instructiorn te
"

iu;ﬁary ter vpersti.oa emacilic Siuere shovws the

Icdicwing totale.

036 Ilvixr,r nours ers icmged con
246 rocketa, L£6,350 rounde of 7.62mm,

1,386 sortics. 3,2

201 rounds of 40mm crencdes .ere fired. lesults
Jere 7 oeneny billed, 49 structures cestreyea, Y structires
LLmegea.  weter Lulfolc nilled, 2 elevnents .illed,

T e e T R s
Lo O=-TCII wimck \.A.\.JLJT:“"TICG. Cnd g UVOL.’.L(—.’ I"" C:;.;__.,Sl\,;
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overation began 29 Lec 69, wnd is

nresgently in
. The &ickoif dat
i

¢ 1g BO near the beginning o the
that this oueration i1l e coversd 11t bae next
sl suoclenent.




CLERATTON RANDOLEH GLIN 7 uee 89 o 31 lzr 70

Thig overati n began on 7 ec 69 gnd loeted until 31 ¥ar
70. The Griffins supvorted an artillery raid tc¢ stort off the
overnticn, destroying 20 hootches, 5 camoeng, and 2 bunkers in
the viecinity of the Salient. The ARA as buey =ven vith the
zoor -eather, fly'ng 39 hours on the 14th . f December,

Units ruppéried rere scattored far and oide over northern
- Cerpz. On 15 tec 70 suwn . ort was furnished to 1/5 ilech alon-s
the M2, ond a .eck loter most of the missiors flom der: about
15 milee sovthwect of Cimp Zvons ~here B/3/18% Infantry, cdd
the Jrd 3rizede's ini-lav re Ziven 2 helring hend., On
Chrictmac day two foh's frow 3r® Bde dros ground fire, and colled
Trr LR, Resuvlts ere 4 enemy killed, 1 ciotured, 4 burkere
doetroved, 4 AF-47'e cavturcsd, rd mops and acsortcd gauiopment
comtured, '

on 28 Dec 70 C Btry wrticivotsd in snother artillery roid
dtn the 108th Arty. nd tho Tollics o ek cusnortad ARVN unite
3/187 Infontry, 3rd Bie Tiri-am, 1/506 Infantry, CTroop 2/174n
coav, wnd Jotkiiler olomentes sarovrhont the creo of operstions.
6 den 70 vam day of heev: contoets Tor tac Griffine, and nearlw

oo wtilized,
Jee 70 anfdl Ads coction was cmlled inte the Arhaun
wteriorating wentiher o wrovide cecurity for trccop
enpting to extrazct & friendly slement. Teveral
cnemy anti-cireraf oviticns onened fire on the troon ships,
2t chich time the Griffine vlacoed their sirer £t boteen the
enem’ ©ocitl ne nd the elenent orn the sround and atteocked the
crieny cooapons, dogtroyvins shom. Yor their brovery lajor Craig
T, Tavia - and Japtain Henry C¢. ¥iller
received the sistineuiched Ply ne Cposs (GO Q07% and 3 327,
resrectively), "nd ol orrell Czenbaugh and ol “tevhen
Scheildin~ recedved the Air zéal ith "V' eviece.

The 10th of Jan ¢ vatrol cendueting 2 reconnsissance in
Torce onerati n conthvert of Comp Evons ongaced an enemy fcrce
of unknowm cize, ovd —ulfersd tuo coisurlties in the inktial
snecunt r. 'neble te sailn firs supsriority, the pstrol cazlled
on AR#., Heavy cloude obreursd the area, but the ..RA section
‘ag 2bbe to reseh it, “nes there the section instructsd the
squad leader on th: nreper =dnstment of roclket fire, and
red the enemy nositicrn., The rectizn olso muided o med-evac
¢t er dnte the notrelt~ wosition, folloved by o command and
contrel chcemrer. Tor their devotion to dutv ond neresonal
or:very, uiw followsins recsivad whe Lir Fedsl ith avn Tevice:
002 B3ill R, Ferthorcer, U2 Jamos o, Jennings, ol Leroy A.
Thricten-en, cnd 01 illizm . Iritcher,

-




C.i2 Neil Hupver wes eritically wounded in action north of !
FSB Sheppard on 14 Jan 70 when he was struck by a .50 caliber
round. 1 Lt. Terrence P. Fowler, the copilot, quickly agsumed
control of the AH-1G helicopter , and, slthough he was not fully
familiar with the aircraft, flew the damaged aircraft unasgssted
from the target area to the 18th Surgical Hospital wh re he
executed a suceessful landing. For his personsl bravery, 1 Lt.
Yowler was awarded the Dictinguished Flying Cross. Mrp. Hupper
wvag mid-evacued from the 18th Surgical Hospital to the Hospitel
Ship Ssnctuery, and later returned to the Us. :

' On the 1:th of Jen, Cpt. Robert B. Williams became the Fxec—
utive Officer of C Bettery. Cactain /illiame replaced Cpt.
laniel J. Petrosky. - L

'On 18 Jan 70 Gemmral Smith and Colonel Pollzrd visited C
Battery for an awards ceremony. General Smith bresented Captain
Jemes T. Barmett with a Distincuished Fl.ing Cross for his
acti:ns on 12 Zep 69,

Excitement ran throughthé entire Btry on 20 Jan 70 when
ceven sireraft were launched to Queng Tri irn recsponse to a
posgible sisghtin~ of = battaiion of enemy soldiers near the DMZ.
Howe¥er, the prospect failed metericlize, znd the chips returned
at dawn, :

The lust days of Janucry were busy ones for C Btry. The
Griffine fired numerous landing-zone preparations, add participated
iga an artillery reid witih the 2/319 Arty. Results of the raid:

13 hootches destroyed, 8 bunkers destroyed,and 4 damasged,

2 cultivated rice fields demaged, 2 rafts destroyed, 1 boat destroyed,
and 2 secondary explosions observed. :

Also during this period one enemy armored personnel cariier
7as attacked and destroyed in the vicinity of the Ashau Valley.
Battle damege became somewhat of a problem as two aircreft .
received uits in the canopy, one took a round through the landing
geer, and a fourth suffered damage to both mein rotor bladss,
Kaintenance personnel were hard-pressed to keep the aireraft
mission~ready, and they worked day and night to get the job done.
Many rzdio end electrical problems were encountered due to the
damp weather, and avionics personnel and electricians worked apound
the clock to correct them. : -

A personal interview 'was conducted on 31 Jan 70 after a
rather wnusuel fire mission near the DMZ. A complete copy of
it will be found =t the end of this chapter.

February broke with poor weather, though the Griffins still
answered many contact missions. On 4 Feb 70 Captain Henry C.
Miller received the Purple Heart.

The next day on & mission near the DMZ a Cobra Piloted by
CJ2 Jamee Jenning: and /ol John Milhone was hit by a .50 caliber
round in one of the main rotor blazde grips. There were no injuries
and the t.o0 pilote returned the sirerart safely.




An artillery raid was conducted in the vicinity of the north
end of the Ashau Valley on 7 Feb 0. Then the weather deterioramted,
and a second raid wus postponed. Few contact missions were flown
for the next ten days. X _ .

On 19 Feb 70 Major Craig H. Leyda snd CW2 Loren V. Gee were
shot down near the Laotian border. Cw2 Edwin D. Billet and Cw?
John P. Carter jettisoned their aircreft's wing stores, and
picked up the downed crew on the ammunition-bay doors, utilizing
an old bomb crater for & landing zone, For their personsal
bravery Mr. Carter received the Distinguished Flying Cross, and
Mr. Billet received the Air Medal with "y» Device.

The very next day the entire ARA Battalion rarticipated in
an artillery raid south of Khe Senh. The turget was & major
infiltration route which was being used heavily by the enemy.
Colonel Pollard, the Battalion Comm&ander, personally led the
2ttack, and after the attack, led the entire flight in formation
over Camp Evans, FSB Sally, and Camp Eagle on the returm trip.

C Btry put up seven chips for the mission and fired 114 fleschette
rockets, 109 white phosphorus rockets, and 124 17-1b. high :
explosgive rockets for a total of 12 hours of flying time. Almost

no surveillance was obtained from the maid because of intense ground
fire encountered in the area.,

Contect missions were flown balk to back on 21 Feb 70 until
late in the afternoon when the p=zce finally slackened., Ammo
personnel were very busy supplying the ships with rockets and
turrdt ammunition, as the after-sction reports piled up in
Operations. '

Major Bick Hole assumed command of C Bitry from Me jor Draig
H. Leyda on 27 Feb 70. Major Leyda DEROS'ed at this time., The
next day C Btry was granted a “"stand-down" for the entire day, A
steak feed was organized, followed by games of softbell and
olleyball, ‘

The latter part of February saw meny changes in the Btry area.
The "hot spot" and roads received a fresh coat of penaprine,
and bunkers werc covered with cement. Sever:l officers and
eblisted men attended the armement school during February.

CW2 Richard W. Freemsn experienced = lateral gervo fallure
in his Cobra, but landed it safely on the T.rp Pad at Camp Eagle.

Maintenance experienced difficulties due to & lack of ‘
available parts, :nd the slow return of others from C Btry'e
s.ipport facilities. Many parts wers rotated among ships as thé
aircraft ceme in for periodic inspections. '

¥ehicle maintenence hud their share of problems, too, due to
a shortage of parts and the adverse weather. On meny occesions
one could see lights in the motor pool until very late at night.

The first twe days in March were filled with landing-zone
"preps". &snd th following day the entire ARA Bn executed another
rzid. This one took place on the west side of the Ashau Valley
in the viecinity of Tiger Mountain. Some anti-aircraft fire
was encountered, but all the aircraft emcaped damage.




The same day two of the Griffing' Cobras were involved in a

- freak accident at FSB Sally's refueling point. Both aircraft were
completely destroyed, but the four pilots—-CW2 James Jennings,

CW2 Ri_hard Freeman, Cii2 Lorcn W. Gee, and WOl John Milhon@——

escaped injury. .

The first two weeks in March there were many fire missicns.
1/5 Mech und ARVN units accounted for most of these. Fighting was
also heavy southwest of Cemp Evens, and C Btry aircraft saw an
abundanc@ of action in the mountainous terrain. :

On 12 Mer 70 Ceptain James E., Mitschke and CW2 Edwin D. Billet
received the Pistinguished Flying Cross for their outstending
digplay of p rsonal courage in the recovery of a lone member of a
reconnaissance team thut was left deep in enemy territory. They
navigated through extrmely adverse weather, and mountainocus terrain
to rezch the location, and came under intense enemy fire while
they performed the emergency extraction. ‘

In the latter part of Msrch meintenance still hed its sharpe
of headaches--and they were meny. Parts difficulties still
hampered the hard-working mechanics, and main rotor heads were
wearing out much faster than they coul® be replaced. A team from
B Company, 5th Trensportati n Battalion arrived to solve
electrical problems in the turret wespons subsystem, and armament
personnel benefitted l:imeasurably from the experience geined.
Throughout Mzrch mazintenance personnel continued to work arocund
the clock on damaged aircraft. :

27 Mar 70 marked the beginning of & small but complex
operation thet was not resolved for seversl days. It began with a
call from an ARVN unit that wanted ARA to attack a suspect Morter
position. Iater that day near FSB Barbara, an OH-58 helicopter
wes shot down while performing & reconneissence mission, Heevy
resistance was encountered by rescue teams, and later that night,
i) very poor weather, WOl Stephen H. Scheiding led a flight of
trcop ships into the area, and supported them while they inserted

S infantry elements. For his actions, Mr. Scheiding wes recommended
for the Distinguished Service Cross, and the other pilota of his
section and reccmmended awards are as foldhows: Captain Henry
C. Miller, Jr.,--the Distinguished Flying Cross; WOl James M.
Borland-~The Distinguished Fly:ng Crcss; and WOl Joséph J. Milhone
—~The Air Medal with "V" Device,

The following dey while supporting sn infantry element trying
to reach the scene 6f th: crash, WOl Scheiding was wounded by an
AEK-4T round thet came through the slot in his armored seat. For
this he received the Purple Heart. .

On 29 Mar TO three more zircraft received damage from enemy
ground fire. There were no injuries, but once sgein maintenance
personnel w re hard-put to repair the damaged ships, and return
ther to mission-ready status. :




The same day 2 sectinn of LRA supported an ARVN element
which engsged an unknown sized enemy force near FSB Fuller. The
mission wag carried on despite deteriorating weether, low clouds,
and intense enemy fire. The gircraeft had to be flown low over
the enemy positiins on account of the clouds, which more fully
exposed them to the enemy weapons. Decorated in this adtion
were 1 Lt. Thomee A. Jo nson, Distinguished Fly ng Cross;

701 Darrell D. Ozenbaugh, Distinguished Flying Cross; Captain
#illiam B. Roberss, Air Medal with "y Device; and /01 Ronald
A. Gutterud, Air M:dsl with "V™ Device,

Another section supporting an ARVN un.t flew through low
clouds, mountainous terrein, and intense smell arms and automatic
wedpons fire to enable an ARVN aiement to reorganize and counter-
attack the enemy force that had gained an adventage on them.

The ARA aircraft made several rocket attacks just above tree-top
height to place accurate fire on the enemy positions. Decorated
for bravery were C.2 Kenneth M. Havren snd CW2 James A. Jennings
who received the Dintinguished Flying Cross, and Captain James
E. Mitschke and W0l James M. Borland who received the Air Medal
wiht "V" Device.

4 third section of aireraft in support of an ARVN element
northeast of F8B Tuller were providing very close rocket fire
in edverse weather and mountainous terrain whrn one of the gircraft
received multiple hits by an enemy machine gun. The section
refused to leave the ocutnumbered ARVN unit, however, until they
were relieved by another secticn of ARA, Shortly thereafter, the
demaged aircraft wes forced to land in enemy territpry. The
following pilots were awarded the Disntinguished Flying Croes for
~ their outstending brefery: Cw2 Steven F. Wood and %01 Charles J,
Recine, and 1 Lt, Donald L. Scott end w0l W7illiam ¥, Critcher
received the Air Medzl with "V" Device for courage under fire,

During this operation continued emphasis was placed on IFR
fligh instruction. Two sviators renecwed their Standerd Instrument
tickets, and yrovided IFR flight trainging to the other aviators.

The Griffins also continued ARA orientation clesses, demon-
strations, and forward observer trainging for infantry units., One
class was even presented to B Compeny, 158th Aviation Battalion(Ambl)

Operztion Randolph Glen lastéd 114 days., C Battery flew
2,268 hours on 5,460 gorties, or nearly twenty hourm per day on the
average. /Lmmunition expended included 33,414 2.75n rockets,
239,560 rounds of 7.62mm, and 15,889 rounds of 40mm. This ammo
accounted for the following: 100 enemy killed by ARA, 70 hootches
destroyed, 57 bunkers destroyed, 7 bridges destroyed, 5 trucks
destroyed, 2 .5l-caliber wegpons destroyed,mB sampans destroyed,
and 3 secondary explosions obsepves.




INTERVIEW

The following is a personal interview that took place in

. the evening following & s ccessful attack by the lst ARVN Division

closely supported by Aerial Rocket artillery, on 31 Jan T70. The
pilots interviewed were WOl Stephen H. Scheiding, who servemd as

a pilot in an AH-1G helicobter, and WOl Joseph j. Liilhone, who -
serye® as a pilot/gunner. The sction centered around a smell hill
in the wicinity of grid YD o043635. The mission came through C
Btry from its higher headquarters, from the lest ARVN Div, Other
units perticipating in the action were 4/4/77, H&H/4/77, D/158th
Avn. Bn, B/158th Avn. Bn., tnd an Air Force forward air control
aireraft(commonly called FAC.).

The fire miesion ccme down &t 1100 hours, and the Griffins
arrived on station =zt 1130 hours. The weather was good; partly
overcast with & ceiling at 2000 feet, 20 know wind from the Norti,
snd excellent visibility. The target area consisted of steep
nills with deep ravines, covered by low-growing shrubs. The
area had been chell:d end bombed many times in the past, leaving
only a few dead trees standing. DMsny bunkers couidld be seen from the
air.

while enroute, the Griffins zad contacted the Pragon section,
who was working the area at the time, and also established
communiceti.ns with the :RVN element on the ground. The Dragon
aircraft passed the Griffins off the Air Force FaC, who directed
t-mm into the specifiic ar.a of the contacb. Two Redskin aircraft
were firing at the time, so the Griffins orbited and received a
sitrep from the FAC., The FAC then rolled in and marked the target
with white phosphorus rockets. The Griffins had already
identificd the friendly positions, and rolled in wn a rocket
attack, fireing 3/4 of a load. While the section was firing on the
initial target, one of the pilots saw an unknown unit on a
hi.l approximately 85 meters from the target. These troops
vere confirmed as enemy by the ground unit snd the FaC, and Griffins
engaged them at close range wvith the 40mm. and minigun. Cne
58 the aircreft received battle dumage on the second pass at
the hill.

The Griffings held off until they received the ground
commanderts permissicn to fire rockets on the enemy position.

The ground command<r clearedx them, and the cection expended its
remaining ordnance.

Le the BRVN': mdvenced they received heavy sutomatic weapons
fire and smsll arms fire fro. the nearer bunker complex, tut the
ground commander would not let the ARA fire turret weapons because
of the proximity to hisz own troops. The ARVN'=s continued to
engage the complex .ith M-16, l-79, and 5Tmm. recoiless rifle
fire. The section of Griffins was relieved by another Griffin
sectivn led by Cpt. Jemes Barnett. The first gection then
returned to Quamg Tri for fuel, @nd on to Camp Evens for more
ammanition. '




Interview 2

The section was scrambled again at 1500 hours to return to th-
same area. ‘Yhen they arrived, all the other helicopters had
depurted stattion, As the Griffins covered the ARVN troops
assaulting the hill, the pilots kept their eyes open for any
clgn of heavy enemy resictsnce. The ARVN's were in constamt
contact, using M-16's and fragmentation grenades to destroy the
enemy in the bunkers. The ARVN's had approximately six PO7's at
this time. Their assault continued into the bunker complex from
the North, South, and East.

At this time Cpt. John Morris spotted enemp troops on top
of the hill. Some of these were dead, others were wounded, and
the rest were trying to defend their position ageinst the advancing
ARVN's, The section received clearance from the ground commander
to utilize their turret weapons, and fired them until the guns
were either jammed or expended. The section then received clearance
to use rockets, Each ship fired about four peir, and then continued
to orbit at a low altitiude so they coudd observe the a@ivance of
the ground element as well as the enemy positions. More enemy
were observed, but the ARVN's were too cloge for the Griffins to
fire rockets. ARVN sbddiers were observed entering bunkers, locating
enemy bodies, clothing, weapons, pots, pans, «nd other assorted
equipment. :

The section finally wad forced to letve station for lack of
fuel. They retwmned to Quung Tri, refueled, relozded the turrets,
and departed Hfr the area again. But approximately five minutes-
out of Quing Tri, ths wing aircr:ft experienced an electiricul fire
in the cockpit which resulted in o particl control loss., This
circreft returged to Quang Tri, while the laead airer.ft continmied
to the tarzct area where he was joincd by "King Cobra," the

- ARA's Battaliory Commander. Theycontinued to brovide close

ground support to the .RVN's who hud now taken the hill and were
encountering sporadic pockets of resistance. One of these wag a
very larg: bunker which held for epproximetely fifteen minutes
under concentrated attack,

As the aircrzft passed over the sdvancing 4iRVN troops, they
held up czptured wezpons which included zsssult rifles and machine
guns. 4t this time the ground commande: reported an estimated
14 FPOW's and 45 encmy killed. The lead ship remained on station
epproximately one hour while the ARVN's secured the area, and
continued search ng for more enemy asnd cupplies. Dur ng this hour
two “slicks" from B/158th ivn Bn were covered while they went in
to extract POi's and captured documents, and one Medewze ship
wae covered as it picked up wounded troops—-both friendly and eneny.

The lead aircr:ft wis relieved on station by his wing man,who
wes in 2 replacement aircraft flo.n ug to Quang Tri by the
meintenance officer. Then the 8eetion leader refucled at Quang
TRi, &nd returned to the target area while the wing men emcorted
another B/158th ship into the friendly positi:n to pick up
casualties. The ARVN :dviser reported to his headquerters that
over sixty enemy hcd been killed:

The Griffins escorted t.o more Dustoff aircrsft which made
casualty pick-ups, and continued air cover for the ARVN'g while
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they withdrew and set up night defensive positdons around the

“rea. Darkness wus approaching, snd &t this time the Griffins
The adviser also informed the ARA

were fiven an end-of-miswion,
that over sixty enemy were killed, fourteen were captured, and
No ARVN soldier was lost. The

the ARVN casualties were light.
section returned to Camp Evans, where a hot meal awaited them,




