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f'REFACE 

1il though I was not one of the original Griffins, 

I also formed with an ARA unit in the states before 

co:niniT to Irietnam. I joined C Battery shortly after 

t~eir arrival at 

the history as I 

Camp Evans. T have attempted to "'rite 

saw it, and as 

r.lY lirr.i ta ti ens in thi s re s:c e ct. 
included ';;ere taken with a 35= 

an aviator I recognize 

i;ll the rhotographs 

Canon FTQL camera ilith 

Ei 50m.Dl, 1.8 lens, and I as ume fUll responsibility for 

them. 
I extend my thanks to.O Stephen H. Scheiding 

:Iho prepared the Dedication, C':IO Billy R. 

Hartbarger .:ho 'Nrote the section concerning 

forming B.nd training at .Fort J3ra.::g, and C:IO ~Uchard of. 

Freeman who handled the narrative of the 

ferry flight. 
Specialist Five ,;i11iam S. Hallol'lk 

deserves a special thanks ior the long hours he spent 

sorting and condensing information from the Operati.ons 

section. I also wish to tl1ank Captain Robe~·t B. ;iilliams 
and .10 Joseph J. ;liilhone for 

proof reading the drafts, and off_ring helpful suggestions 

and criticisms. Last, but not least, my thanks goes to 

fer typing the final copy. 

0:;0 Loren .J. Gee 



.;ur::';:lg C Battery's brief strw in Vietnam, the Griffins 

,1s,ve scc omplisheci, ",nd exceeCi.ea, the goals es tablish2,d in 

'~he development~f "erial ~(ocket ilrtillery. C Bo:tter;,," s 

record iE 1.cuexcelleu.. If t2,ken ~t face value, creclit 

,L:-l1t iJe":iven to the '~vi:::torE ',"Tho fly the ::iroraft and 

:t-'::re "the rcclcets, but b8h~nd each l.~'ilc,t t~1ere Cere Geve:r~~:l 

enlistee>. men jj[zd; who, toge'Gher, form tho bsc[,boIlO ,.'f 

the unit. ,any 8. nip-ht ::m ccrr:l8.ment Ban or cL crewchief 

remained :..1 this job until tile ',:ree smnll hCrt.lrs ()f the 

._,:.;rnin"" tc ,~~ssure that his c.irc:t'o.ft ':,'Quld be ~.c~ission 

rssllY f : .. r the r:ext d8.Y. During ma;j or engDgemen ts curEO 

,Jorsonnel often lad Gee "or)c vlel-'. tnto the nil"ht to lIeeo 

,,:;2ce '::ith tho 'lIrill1i til:l1S being expen(~ed •. ,t our f. rVTarc. 

loc:<:.tions enlisted Dorsonneili ret].'_ inec. on duty to coordinate 

cOlm::~unicb2~tiCl1S ~ Gnd sU:9~Giliies, G..::.d provide aircr2ft 

"""'+~'l"I'oe "I"U' "['w'ns'-'ortoti Cl' "''"rlrl'n0' C.1..L.L.t. tJoel c1. 1 '. _, •. ).1.. (.~ ''I c.. _" ~ , '" v ::.. ..I.:'" 

tC:''C'ether ;,8 2, preoisi .. 11 ~:ccnine lcept tlc8 l,ircrc.ft ""nd 

vehicles, operc.tj.ng, 2.nCi the cl':..'rLs cvnd 'typists mainto..,il1ed 

control ",ver t~lG !..l['.s.::::ive G:::Ol:.nts of ~.-:8per',',·or};: necessary 

f:~r t~JC c::>:::nleti ... ' (;f ~~ :Jatter~.-I s mission. ,ii thout 

t.ese e.m.li::::ted :-::en bCl1:_l'lci tl'lG sc:encs, QnSl: mentic.'l1 of 

~2 tt8ry ';iculd be [111 :, ftertho'.J,:::·ht. 

::'~cr this r02~scn~ thi:: ~'li8tory is c~edicated tc 2~1} the 

eihlj,sted i)(:r8onnel:lllo ::12.Cce Cco.ttery, 4th Battalion("erial 

l~rtiJ..ler:v), ri '7 th .... rti2.1cry (i:l.2.~obile) possible ~ 

---,---,-----------------' 



r-trr +-
Fayetteville, ~;orth Carolina is a military town. One 

of those places where the civilian and the military meet. 

It is a good union with the tONn benefitting co=ercially 

from the soldiers and their families, and in retllrn 

providing entertainment G.nd shopping facilities. It was 

to this town one morn .. ng early in August that the first 

members of C Battery, 4th Eattalion( Aerial Artillery), 

77th ;,rtillery( Airmobile), came--and the "Griffins" were 

born. 

'rime was a factor and none was wasted in those early 

days of C Battery's conception. 3veryone had his share of 

duties, and many >"rorked night 2nd day. Spirit and coclperation 

were the words, and all r;roblems were tackled \"lith jei;ermination 

2nd willingness. Cne problem thai; required a lot of time 

was timt of obtaining all the publicati~ns we 'ilould need. 

This job fell to our Fublicc.tions Officer, )01 Richarcl. 

:Freeman. It was rather hu,llorous to \'latch i.:r. Freeman 

learn his job as he performed ~t. 
Uf course the biggest job, and one that concerned 

everyone. was training. Captain Joe Coyner, our training 

officer, under theguidanca of i'.ajor Bdward Eiller, arranged. 

our schedule. 

;VOl Ball BartbLcrger was sent to Port Rucker for a 

three week instruction period, making him a qualified 

instructor pilot in the Bell UH-IC heli~~r. Jifter his 
return, 11 set about transitioning ~ piillots int.the 

UB-IC. SJ ~ 

~ ~"""o:' ~ 2. J .A
, ~ 

:/8.S constructed' and training in the ~,,_ range 

use of he aircraft 
! 

armament systems was initiated, Each -"P 
pilot was ,instructed on firing 

ncL'llerOUS chances to apply,!hc,t 

teChniques, and then given 

he learned on the range. 

apd nignt the range ecnoee. to the blast of rockets 

t~h2 tter o~. ii:achi.ne Guns, ~ s t;:-,e door e;unllers, too, 

ali,! ~~ ~ ~I Thtr ~~, ~J ~~-U4" 

~ 

.---'-----------1-------
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increased their skill. Time passed, the days grew cold, and 
the Griffins evolved 'nto a team with teeth. 

December came, and C Ba tter;y readied itself' for a 
week in the field,\ For winter, the temperature was comfortable 
and the skies lVere clear that first week. i,;ajor Edward Idller's 
birthday was on the seventh and l'Ie celebrated by moving 
into the 17eods bordering sn isolated field in North 
\Carolina. Our first night out it snowed, and the tempera- #1 
ture dropped to nine degrees. ~ ~\-+ \\~" 

Elements of the 82nd j'irbOrn~ ~nd ~pecial orcee ,,' 
staticned at Fort Bragg were part~c~pat~ng ·U) a cOlnc~Clent 
field r;roblem, "nd C Battery \'Iorked in support of them 
for four ~_ays. 01).1' last three days were spent conducting 
sumulated fire missions. ,r.aintaining hot sectie,ns clay ,:.nd 
night, 2nd being graded on snCll th:Lngs sa :reacticn time, 
,ccuracy, target effect, etc. F'oor ','Ieather a1}d hard work • e ... / /1 I..... .,-It ~ ....... , .. .... /~ ~ q c / • • • ('S,tJ~('IQ / .. "". • '1.(AdA4C'I~;- r~"')t:"'o,c cOIEb~ned to make ~ t a gruell~ng v;eek" 'out tne Lir~ff~ns n 
','lere developing into prOfe2SiGnals, and p:::rfectic,n \'las 
t~leir ,g,02.1. 

'.rhe Christmas holids.','s brou01t a short lull in our 
';cork, but after returnin2; fron holiday leave, eur main 
offort was put into readying qquipment for the move tc 
the he cublic of Vietnam. :"inishing touches ';rere ... ut to 
trairdn,'i: schedules" wi th the las t period of trainir:g 
consisting of the coast-to-coast aircraft ferry mission. 
,,11 of the nevi pilots gained immeasurable experience in 
cross-country navigation, raaio procedures, end 2.irfieJ_d ll! 
opera tions. ]ligLt plannin~' c~.nd filing' was spread 8Inong 
the pilots so each had 8. chance t::; practice. lin irr,pvrt511t 
lesson learned ','las tho effect thut terrain, temperature, 
unciveathc_r ;;ondi tLns 1lave on nelicopter operstic;n. 

,_n actual 8.ccount of the forry trip from one of those 
,no ',-,-as t;,sre follor;s: 



'Ujn 24 J2Il 69 C Dattery ueparted Si=ons Army Air 
li'ield at 0730 hours 2astern Standard Time, two cays 
behind scnedule, There were sleven UR-Ie helicopters 
in t!le flight with Z1I1-3 armament subsystems mo,,~nted. 
Our final des tina ti on 'me,s Sharp .irmy Depot Q t S tocktol1, 
California, where the Clircr:::ft would be r;aclwd for 
overseas deployment. 

"'./hen the aircraft and thirty-three crew members 
arrived at Fort Gordon, Georgi:::, the first ref'uelihl! 
stop, the lead sircraft ble.1 an engiEe reducinil; our 
troupe to ten. i'hic: 8-ircraft follo,'led ten d8.Ys later 
after rq:a,irs ,'ere co;;.pleted. 

':'eridi8.l1, dississippi, was reFched without further 
c,if:f.icul ty e:;cept for 8. brief ;:JOi;;ent of terror While 
;;e",'oti::: tinC!: tho o:pcro:::cll to ::,awson "my Jdr .Field at 
Fort 3ennin,r,', Geor,gia "Ii th thirty ]:not crosswinds! 
,i til the first leiS of the :;ourney complete, the flight 

remainea overni{",'ht at ;,:,eriuian. --- "'l'he following day took us to lJallas Love Field. 
'The ::igh:t point of the day beilli" engine trouble experienced 
'oy :;ne bird in Longview, Te}:8-s. :ehe problem \'las oorrected 
in a chort time, hcwever. ':rIle ,light spent ,.n lJallO,s 
,'illS f8.r superior to t110 -_~:revi,-us CEe in .,~eridian, and 
:.wst of' us hated to leave. 

"The th:,1'd night ','/e spent in Odessa, Texas. I can' 
not cay much ",bout tll:::' t leg. ,:,ost of the pilots were 
tired., :.:~nd Odessa did !lut Gffer :Iluch .. ie needed rest 
f or the n8J;::t day, thou"sl1, ~·c tho i tinerc..ry included 
~l p[J.so, '~exas, ..:~ncl Ju.c~rez ~ ~,.Gxicc .. 

lI~l1.a t 12~: ',,"/0.8 :::130 l..u:even tful. "The flight I:13.de El 
.Fns 0 b! noon ,",nci J'uarez oy 14()O hours. 

""fter s'Ceudin,", "che Eext Ulornin;::, roc~ncinL; everyone 
":1"0 t~1e Sflips lift8cl eff f~)r ~':hoenix, .;1.i'izona, .Jur fifth 

-----------"-"-'-"-'--'-I--'-'-'~' ~--------,------' --



time '!',aintaining the pc.ce, so the stronger ships tock on 

part of their load. The higher altitudes cut performance 

grestl;l. 

"i,t Fhoenix, our Battery COlI'.rnander~~ 
met Q student from 'Thunderbird Internaticnal School c;f ~ 

Yorcign ':rr2,de. Tl1e student convinced ~~ ~ 
l!'e 1'J1if ad lu.nd therce the follco'Ning morniLg for coff3e 

cend dOUiThnuts. 'The school ·!le.s on the old 'Thunderbird 

',rrr:y 'lir Field, a }',nI training field outside Phoenix. 

"The next mornlng around 0900 hours after 

Fhcenix Intern8tional, i.,- . ~ 

~;t;I.J,Jr'SJ::!mQ:tJ.j,'.o.!!)J,~ we r.:tade a high-ovi:rncad 

apI'roach into Thunderbird 3!'ield. About fifty curious 

students and the .LeE.n of ;',en met us. 'The dean had served 

'Yith the 1st Air Cavalry .Division in Korea, and mest of 

our returning pilots had served with the 1st Air C8,v in 

Vietm:m. The de"n noticed tileir patches on their right 

sleeves. One thing led to another :::.nd we really did get 

our coffee and doughncl ts! _',fter brief expi!l.ana ti ons 

concerning our aircrsft "'-nd mission, and inquisitive 

inspectivns by the ,'tudents , many of ,vhom Nere Vietnam 

veberans, we departed for Ba],ersfield, California. 

u:/e 3rri vea in Palm Springs s'fter low-leveling 

across the desert chasing coyotes and or:e brief fuel stop. 

The trip from Falm Springs to Bali:ersfield teok us through 

t:le San Fernando 'Talley -'There the visibility drOIJped to 

one-,1&lf mile because of the smog. .Ie followed tile road, 

"end lnd rl,,,nned cn flying through the pass, ou t r~.ae to 

bad '.?eathor :..:.nd icing- rotor b12des '/Ie retreated to i .. ir 

~'orce "uziliary ;:ield 42 ~l.t Lance.ster, Cs.lifornia. 

"On our last tsy ·.Ie fle's west to the cC2st, (,:nd ;·waaee;. 

:].crth. ~~8fuoling ::~,t ;:'anta J3aro2.ra, California, -:l.nci Port 

rd, ,'Ie turned 'sc:st for:'harp .,=.y jepot Lt Stockton. 

'ood tr8.,iLing :Lcr C;~1.'" ~-::'ilcts 

different c.irports." 

--_._-_. __ ._---------.---- -----------· .. ·-------·-r-------



:,~uch of the success of this early operational cUIJabili ty 

\Y;3,S due to the advanced part§! qho arrived approximately 

ten c.ays ahead of the rest of the battery. 'rheir first 

night in Vietnam was an exciting one as th:;y experinced 

tLeir first rocket attack xtih shortly after ausk at 

Camp :;agle. Upon arrival at C=p Ev~\ns they quickly 

crganized the battery area, decidLg what '.'lOuld go 

',,'here. filIl:=ess ""'5 pl1t iii ,"{orki.5 Ol?aeI, al~o. ::t:mi 

W-·eD ti:l.e remaindel of :I:H 0 :Jl'tt teI'y all i ~ ee:,.mu. :X!!l!S"" 

'Were-wai:;iH,g-ii'er-'I;Hel!!T-iIUUl 
\'.'hen the main body f'.rri ved, they found their ho;;tches 

ready and waiting, ana the ll:ess hall functiGning. 

,-,,--'--~-------'--

I 
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llRHIVj,L IN-COUIiTnY 

1epublic of Vietnam 
Camp .2vans 

___________ L __ . __ _ 

C Battery, 4th Battalion(.-l,erial ilrtil1ery), 77th 
",rti11ery(Airmobile), arrivecl [ct lJaNanfi;, ,lepublic of 
Vietnam, at 0700 lle;urs 22 _.ar 69. Their destiLatiOll, 
Camp Evans which is located ten miles west of Hue, was 
reached ut 1300 hours the Saine day. lBhe Battery Commander 
was ,,'ajor Edward J. ,.'iller, _ the Battery ExecutiVE> 
d'ficer W8.S .. ajor Craig- H. Leyda / 
Operations Officer waG .. ':ajor,illiam P. ?:roYl 
"no. the first Sergeant "ias\:.t'scar L. Svenson 

.the 

I, t CaDP ";','ans the jab of unpacking ami. the ,robler:s of 
becou,ir,g o'perational :tacee! t:12 persoLnel "'lhose trc'~;:Jf ",~~. 
!'is.d becn COllip1eted c.t Fort .Gragg, l:orth Carolina,tl.-' 'llhe ::J 
;iob waE: attached I'lith vi.~,or, :,nd on 3 hpr 69 tl,e firE:t 
:;;issivn:r5.8 ,:,.cce:;::.tea at 0755 hettrs. :2ho entire l~o.ttery 
became cperational 5 '~pr 69. 



CPERATIO:TS KEl'TTUCI~Y Jm:PER _cND ;,;jl.SS.I.CHUSErTS STRIKER 

During the period 22 ~;,ar 69 to 10 :';;ay 69, C Battery acted 

in 8. gener21 sw .. port role to the lOlst Airborne Division. 
Upera tions Kentucky JUl.'lper and llassachuseilits Striker 

;lere being conducted at this time. 

In-country training began on 26 :"ar 69. 'rhis included 

briefings on the area of o~cratiGns, oontact mission 

requirements, doployment cnd tactics, raaio proce~ures 

".nd security, [J.nd tho care 2nd handling of hos.vily 

102.ded ships in the hie;ll Ciensi ty al ti tudes encountered I/, I 
) ,A I (b '~$ "", 

v, t ~:, M~f"" Te ..... a .... c.c.. q... "64.~PtJ"t-11J<.r~.~tI..,.~l )hl/f,4! ·r~.'r ~p<'C.I~ fY'~ J f;. 
in l8 nd..:n. , ... 1-he ... ~ .... .......... , .. 4> ... -. ...... T! fI ... ...J1i',. .f I'&J~ ,~..,...4,e .... C'!, _~fl/' "' ... < ..... , ,e... n;.-

('Y' AXh. re_jlct . .,;ta". .. ,. rlo:c...1"'c..cJ f..~~h./",-s <-,,,,,..'( 

un 10 .,cpr 69 tho first sircra W"ciS last on an , .. r.4"'/-"d'J.l'- "''', "lA: A ... _ tiy . rJ.,e. 
C1lHlLinistr2.tive fli,;;ht to \;(;.mp Eagihih. Two people '!lere 1' •• c!J,~"'" I'c~-

. . t 1" It d"'" ",t· ., c . 2!.:t..1 ,-[lOSP~ a lzeCl as .Ct rosu ,'-'.ll -ene ~lrcra:r \le.E evacuated n J -+- -r. 
"t£d'III~- " 

to the 5th 'rranSl)ortaticn ;cCttt:::.lion at Phu Bai. On 24 -d .. - ";r.IH' 
.• pr 69 a second c:ircratt cr8.Ehed ',lhile enroute to a fire J~t;«, b~1 

:s:"'~.... ~ 

I •. 'issicn near the J •. shau VE,lley, .101 J'ames ie. Brown .i3162045 ~".'k), .. J,I. 
,cl. 0<1</1 

·,m.s killed, ." nO. t ,;0 other persons ,Iere injured. .!arr'3.nt ~v., /ve.Y, 

Cfficer :':!rown received thD Lrcn~e Star :'.;edal(Posthumous) 

(General Order number 4305),'.nd Captain Chester J. 
Uszynski 05420016 and Sp!!cieliEt :Five La=y R. Smock 

US56589807 receiveCi the L:rple Heart(General Grder number 

48) in this ",ctic-n. Specialist Smock \vas L,lso awarded 

the :-;ilver Star( Gene reel vra.er number 6582) for his heroic 

:::.c ti ons on tZli3 de.. te . 

In the earl~' Elorni::,t": hours oj) 27 r,;ar 69, Fire Support 

B8.se Jack C2.1.'1e under heavy ground attack. C':i() Thomas P. 

, a:Lrcrs.ft cOIT'..8.ander of the UH-1C 

llelicopter, reoeived thecistinguished Flying Cross 

(General Crder 4185), un·,). :lis t-.~o ,;rewnembers, ~ pecialist 

·.'!i til "'J"'_evice (Gener~ 1 

res~ectively) fer t~0ir 

.. '-'~-"'--'-----------.--' 

,o.nd Spec i8.1is t E' cur 

(~sch received the .. ir :.,eCial 

~rder 7441 end General ':'rder 7442, 

~'leroi "~. c..c ti ,,11S liiisplayed 8.gains t 

--------'----.. '--'~--I~ .. '-~~·- ---



~.,1.e enemy Q ttac], force . 

. /e 'c'homas , .• Johnson received the nir 

. eCluld th "V" Device (General ~)rder 12835), /0 Jc:mes lcc. 

;:ennir:gs rece:' ved the ;,ir.edal lith "V" 

Device (General ,-'rder 12603), c·.nd tiO rtoger i;. ::. adler 

receIilved tile "ir r,';edal ,lith "V" ... evici'; for 

their actions on 19 .'ipr 69 "Ihile attac],ing,: tc:.rget l:ear 

the Conp 0 Lau diver. 

the first three filets tc: Cittelld CobrG transition 

sc.t1Ocl.vere ,'ajor 3dw!ird .,.iller.:c:.jor Thomas Gleml, Etnd 

~aptain "~avid Barl;es. l'hey leIt t.i.:e battery crea 17 ;,pr 

69, :o.ml retl:rneCl 9 1.·;8.y 69. 

arrived 15 :"ay 69. Soon tl:ey.ere eqlipped'ii th rocket 

:pcds " __ Del joj.nea. the :Lissicn-ret-ldy l,.--illoc'.el Eus:ys. 

The first enemy kill for: Battory \'las reccrded 

19 'c.,' 69, end ':12.S credited to t:1.e First i·lateon. Griffin 

. 61 :jna 6Ll,/ere l'~lG c211 signs of the circrc.ft in the 

~ ecti en. the Criffin call si;iD "/['.S L'.sed,nen the battery 

first ~~rrived in "vietnau, 2nci its use 1:12.8 continued 

sver ~'ir;co. Calling cerds ',;ere purchased and tllOy can 

00 fO'cUlcl everY;:illEire ccny ,,1' the iI Griffins" he-ve visited. 

Infusion began e r1y fer C Battery. 'Ehe first in this 

program. }lere four experisLce pilots fror[~ .d. Jatter:y: Captain 

JolIn ;,;oore, 8:/0 Ben ':: orrel18, .ie Rcnald Dressler, ~llld :'10 

I.cren Gee, These S.;,le yi:~ots slso ferried C Battery' E: 

UH-1C helicopters frcm .i:>3.i\an:z tc C8JL.p 1vans. l111e firElt 

)eople infused cut/} 0i tile f;battE;rz ,l~ft 15 xflJ;:.69. c, '" AI" ~~ 
(..'1-(,'. 1-1, t..cxJIt 4HI4.""'c:e(/ 'I-"-"'"!'r,sl,en. <:Jr t:.,.,u.l(f.,;(. DfY,c.o·, 

'! C 313. ttery rec ordea 712 11c1-,r cf fli,:!;h t ti;;;e in 1,602 

c crties CL'_lr±ng 

6,600 roclmts. 

()f fli,2:ht ti;,e in 80 sorties 

firing [; tctal ofeNcr 

:Forces tcta1ed 32 hours 

327 rocKets fired. desl.liks 
of tl18se fires included J, ive "ne;r,1 killed, eleven i:'tructures 

--------_. ·-·--·--·-r----·---· i 



A forwcra. operati:::ns bs.se was established. 2t Landing 

'"one Blaze in the :::iddle of "i~ril. This provided more 

readily r:vailablG support to the infantry in this arEl2, 

but left a bit to be ciesired as the take-off and approach 

lcmes were consi,dered minimal clild caused. many tense 

moments ,,'mon!? the pilots. Oper:c:,tiol1s personnel r.mnned 

their iJost around the clcck, but no [~ircrait il0re left 

overnight 2t 1Z 81~,ze. 1,0 prevision had been made there 

fer night operations. '~he '1,'e2.thcr varied greatly--rain, 

fog', :~nd hot Gunny G.ays--but the greatest problem en-· 

coun tered by the via tors 'fJaf: the Ilea t and humidity. 

ling'ine perforrr"mce.18s below, n0rmal, so lDads had to 
0r"'<th~f -I't'~_ &. ~T"k>#O!I") 1Il"'·C.C , .... _,..~¢~e" 

clocre[~,sed accordingly.A YGtt the ;;cissi ~n req~:irements 

still met. 

tl:e sc·.rue as those &t L2 13l<1se,:i th the addition of dust. 

It becu:ne even more serious;rucn cne cf the C-models 

]lade a rrecautionar, laI;diI:s; due to fuel contaminatiGn. 

Ccnse<l,uently all the shi;s:iere :';rounded for 2. day while 

the ss.inter::mce fersonnel pulled all the fuel fil tere, in 

ectch zllip c'.no. checked. thorn. .:..8 scan C.S this ~roblem V/2S 

ci.earecl l,:p, C .~8.ttery ';18.S· resoy for the kickoff of 

_'~e:;C2 ti or: _"_pnche ,:env,v. 

·-·------··-r------·,.·--



--------------_ .. _-_._-----

'~}1G i'iE':l:t (i.ay of this operClti:::n, 10 .. ay 69, five 
18.ndir..~; ~~one£ ','!ere estc:.blizhed £.:long the laotinn border 
::l t t.he wes t edge Gf -;;bEl .• shau 1[2.11ey. C:2:1 ttery fired 
t:le "pre-;;s" ior the co;;;bat "ssc:ults cind cc.]2,ed nee.rly all 
the LZ' s. ~nemy contact ·,-n:.s ;;:G.a.e cn cr nOe',r t',70 '.f the 
IZ's that day, &nd it Vias 8. prelude of thi;',,;;:s tc com'8. 

C Be. ttery mos tho firs'c unit to maintain a secti"Il 
e·f Q: rcr8.ft in the "shau \[211ey overnight to react to 
;::issions in ths.t G.reG., " .. ad ··;,as constructed on l'SE 
CLlrrai1ee con:-plete,li til n refuel)..n,g canabili tV. and armament ... t }JoL _ .... ,,' ~,.--...... ,- ........ t- .P{;,.s#>'~K.",-1 ~-# «II> () ... r;-t-q ..... R,":f .,/DJ, , ... r-A ....... d .. rl"~.-( ,.. c.,s) pOints. ,,-tJ'iian;y tiJJ.:es ..:-..R.i~ ',1,s.s c;:~lled ~o reCtc'(f to ~n attack wp,-I ... ,-" q,." ... -

.,..ke ,'tick 011. on co. friendly posi ticn in the valle:{ in t'1eEiddle 01: _. ~'y, ..... y 
the night. If f~lrt}ler support "as required, sections 
,'Jere lsunchGd from C;;'lG.p' :'::vnns, and. a tlround-robinlt tactic 
·ms.s employed so 'it least one sectiGn of ocHl. was en 
staticn c:. tall ti:12es to c •• rev-ide fire for the threatened 
position. 

'ro suppo.·t this caps-bili tI ,~ forward operations 
b28e '.71-;:'8 set up u t IT;::::I3 Curr2.hee, ~'"nd a FC;L crew and t:.n 
2.fill::Ul1 ti on creN -;/Ore requL."ed in :_c:di ti on to the operG.ti ,:r;s 
~ersonr.:.el. =:Juring 8.. r ... i':";'':'lt ;..:tt:;.clr en ;urre,hee itself, 
ooth the ?DL:'"..lalp c.nd the 2,::mnmi tiOD stora£;e area were 
destroyed.. Three t.houss..nd ,[;...l~lons of JP-4 fuel (.:nd 
eleven IT:.1na.red roci:;ets "/ere CL8stroyea. ,:';lct.:i.lnXp took 
sever~~l 6.~l:rs, ,~~n6. tile 'fini.:;.l ;,::-vent !NaS o.es-Gr'J.ctior. of the 
da:T~ur~ed r:Jcket '.1arl1er:uls '.=.-.na ;~:,_,tors ~ 

',;urrahee W2.S the ior\:Jar~'\. cpor8, tional base the, t Nas 

use::i '. y q:he Griffins in sU[jpcrt of the C:.SGE:ul t on .son,?" 
c •• p Eia, or [I2.];'.burger ;iill ,cos it \7aS termed 1:: ter. 
Juri:rlg this period fI18 _~fti:. trc.ffic in ·~<nd o~t of Currahee 
. .r~l,8 c,',l::"oGt stcaay_ I;lcse ccc:'c.inaticn bet';,reen the fcrw2rd 

<vc.c: .. SIC" S, 



crperaticl1s ~'.nd rlrear d 

c·~ oraie::: ti cn. 

:~nf~ntrYi;;en (," tilt! yerin;eter ~ ven voluntGereCl their 

,'1erv-icGs t:: [telp t:1C :L,rd-iIOriLl1,'! :J.1l11l0 Gnd FOL sectior:s 

tG rearm c"nd refuel dl.;, :"irc!"2.ft to ,I,eep theIr, en the 

,'co .li th cOs li ttle~,'rcund t:;'.Ice QS possible. 

L2 2 on this .. peratiun ~as located cn toe L~rthwest 

It bec~Le ~he focal ~oint 

u:r (Jperation .cmlChe Snow fro]] 10 >"ay 69 until 23 ;.:ay 69 

:hen ,,: 12r{;e enemy f~rce ':::'s Gncu:,mtered :)y t"18 3rd 

~2.ttc..lion, 187th ~'AirDcrno =.ni'o.ntry. ~.'he Jriffins fired 

',~ver 4U0 roc.~:ets or.:. t~J.e first J.n;?" , G.nli :':~8 t.h.o 2ctior.. on 

";on,,;' _.p Bia c0ntinued, over 4,400 rockets :,ere fired 

III t~le ti·:;.irteen-ds,y periou in ~;upport ct' tile tllree C..IS 

inf3.ntry battalions on tile hill :e,s ,:ell 'lS one HeWN 

J2.tt21ion. 

~nd /() 

_--:'ich2.rd I. ~-'rG-eman both receiveG the "ir 

,ecal '::i tll "'1" .:. evice (Gener:::l~,rder 13226 end 12554, 

respecti vely) for Clcti ;:8 ill support of '~h~ 3rd ~a tt:::lion 

(clJilbl) , lo7th Infc-i.ntry, on ;,oni!' C.O 3iaihen recej.v:'.ng 

fifty-caliber :_liLlhisircra:t't "ire, . nei I"fter rcarmi:Cl,g,' t:.nd 

re:f~lBl:'ng, sns".,:ercQ. u c2_1 "to :;:·'iro Support E3..se 1'~ir·~crne 

.,chich '::as \A..i. .. a.er (~.ttc.clt '0 S~J;:~8rs shcrtl.",' :::fter :::usl~. ri10 

received the 

,dr ;'8C12-1 ,'!i til H'V''':)evice (Gener,::.l Order 13503) '.lhen hE. 

~3x.:perienced 8. lozs 01· )~~o':;er ·:i t~'l n.is TJH-1C '~:.elicopter, 

.IIst c .,ntirll~""Ou C;j _.:.tt,":~l;l'.. ·~hc: _:"G~~tile force -,,:nt~l ~1e c(;:..lld. 

.-------_.-----_ ..• ,._--- -------.--,------.. -... ~ , ... _ .. -



!lila enroute to c; secure c~re3. the er.gi:r:e failed ccmpletely. :':.nd ,;,. ()t~l.in "oore: euna hiw.sel:t' :.nd his cre'.', on t!1e ,{round in 'lOS tile torri tor3' :.bo~,t ll',,:lilas south cf lCQ.'llP .t:1rans. ::he crew of the li::f-le consisted of c;actain ",acre, c;.ircraft CO,',clL2~rlQer;,O Don :isson ,:lJ,,)t ;~'lleci21ist ]7cur':c.l jtcr:,e, crevlc,niGi'; ~':.nd ~,~)ecJ.G.,..Lis fo .r Herbert Grissom, 
2,ullnGr. 

,~a:i or Sd\'/ard (). ;"iller 
. e6.3.1 'Ji th "V" Device (Generc'l·~rQer 
12 ~ ay 69 b;r ~Oil~g int(~ the llostile 

earned the "ir 
12558) for actions on 
area dId picli:in!; up the cro'," of '.'t:pt"L; ,oore's ::.:rcorclft. ,:Ejor . iller's UII-Ie ,/;3.8 rle~:~vily loc:,ded. ~ __ J:lc. ,/nlle on t~1.e {~:r(>'Jnd craining :cuel -CD lig'(lten his loan, .::"0 ~2L:e ,~l1Qer .:leavy sniper fire . . :c ooy,tinueCl to 6.r~,in it-ol ~mtil the siroraft:las [:bl,c tl~ Lover, t~len execu~:Od the ~~:.zElra.cus night take-o:!:'f ',:i th CC:Dto:in ",oore ,cI1U h:.S 01'2',',' sccIely aboard. 

lrc~, 10 ',:.;y 69 tc 1 ,':J11 D9, C 3atter:r ':no,s creai ted ,'/i ti'l : 9 0118illY :~illGd .~.~nc. 12 s trt.L_~ tures c8.l1:a-ged or ",les troyed. ;...Iur:~_ng t~1is time Ch:.: .. :.cL-"G8 ','eT'e tal<:ir...g· rlace in tl'18 bs. tter:r ;":-cr82 ':~ t \;8.mp .:'::,v2.ns ~.S the ~leli:port s.r6c~ ',IUS ;anlurged ,~nd pena-~',rir:ea, t1'10 aircraft hangar vias c.:..mpleted, the ro:"d syztem ::n t:,e :~re2. (!as completed, the Ec,y room ·.'"Q.e28 ll::.11,tere i:.:.~rcvec. , .. rlo, .. cvies ,,'Jere c'.cc;,uired : .. r:.d ~l1c,,'.'ln. ':',;l.ior ~~1~1cxas 2. ~flenn assumed the Executive lJfficer's positi~n on 



'~his opsration,';as ',c continuation of C'per8.tion Apache 

Snow. Inclusive dates ';;ere c3 Jun 69 to 14 Au;;;.)9. C 

Battery continued 8up]:;ort in the S&llle <:rea of pperatic,ns. 

'-Che fcrward operaticl1S tase remained at Fire Support 

.Base Curr<:hee. JiliVN ele;l"Jents were supported throul;hout 

the northern I Corps tactical area. Operational outlook 

-:;['S e;ctonClea : .. S visu::..l reconn8.isance missions and convoy 

cover clissi OLS ',vere 8.cce-pted by the Griffins, Which added 
oonsider::..bly to the flL0 11t time totals for ;tj~e operEl1;icn. /'1,,, 11,/,1 f';~ 

.... r::~-,y- """:", ... .:. ''''4 ",.:f-C..,,,,,"(C )l!,,-t- ,"A~ 5'" ....... .,.( C- ... ~w't.O "'''¢~~t;_ .. cj. (J k...~r::1 "'~t~ c-, .. c:rqff zt!!1y'''"Y'rf.:.''I' 
Un 9 Jun 69 FSB Curranee receJ.vea J.l1comJ.rJ{; mortar fir __ .• f •••• '. ,,_. 

- •• .11" let, :/..,'(> - -
rD:;:.nc.s follo\ved bv 0.. ~~·ro'c~.rJ.d ~',tt~ck os t~I:'~a ted Q t t'tlO '/) 

<4_C. ... t-", -t' J..:. ... "., 

i:orth VietnSLese ,~rmy cOLlP8.nies. C :8attery reacted '10 ' .... ., ... h.4.)f 

nuickly to tho ;lttscL firi112 counte::' ;;:ortar t<:r,'Tets 
~'I!:J.()""/~$ ...... < ,'C . 

s!.nd .. ff~".. ' ... ~r"'7h." 
; .. j- ~C"s,/C.""~_ ...... 

.. .,#<,+. ... ~ ... J' '/.: 
;"'lH.,d't: 'r")lc.,/Il- ... t 
I~~j~ '1c"rtl ,)r;f;S, 

cUrect :fire .... :issioj:lS. io!'!;!-,:in,'2' ever tl:;irteen hours of 

fli",ht tilJ1e, t~lQ "-ttaoL x;elicopters fjrod 390 rccket"" 

to bresk the cttack. the DE-IC's used by the Griffins 
cS.Ire 1;,nder heuvv enela:,! fire, ;tet continl.led to press the 

c. ttack, firirw: i;1 close support cf the friendl.l forcE's. 

Beceivin.;' the L.ir ~';:.eaal ::i t.h 1I"~1" Device f:.r their G.ctii,.ns 

nore-::a<;>to.ir. .Daniel J. :::etrosky (Gener:;.l Order 

12 540). '.-:: ,:0 Loren .i • "ee 

ane. C./O id'/lard G. ,:"enner III 

(General Order 12379), 

(General Order 

9723). ?irst Lieutenant J::::mes R. Smith 

received the Army ';ommenaaticm ;.:edal wi tl:: "V" :0evice 

(General Crder 12369) in ;;;le S3.lJ1e c'ttack. 

;:c.rlier the same duy 0. COI,VOY ',':as s.;nbushed on 30ute 

'547, cenci. :,;s.-ptain J;aniel J. ~etrosky earned 

'~he .tlir 'ceCtal ','Ii t,. "V" iJe "ice (General Order 12602) for 

(lis v8.10rous actic,-s in ITotection of the ccnvoy '.'Ihile 

fl,' :lng his c:ircre.ft 10\'l over enelJ1yposi ti ns in order 

to nls,rl{ tllC:n for -ehc 3'8Ctic.'D cf .... 11:1. 8.ircr,'~;ft Erri Vil:4' on 

sto.tj.on tc relieve ~lima 

--_ ... _._ .. _---------------_._-------'----_ ... _---- -------,-------



2.4 ,Tun 69, C 130. ttery :.mswered :;. call from ;:SC 'Jerches­

::aden,'!hich wc:s en,;;ar·;ed ',ii t;-, an enemy :;rcunu :torce. The 

8riffins vlere credited ,lith breaking tIle [,.ttack.rhe next 

day in the early :~or,.ing l1cmrs, TSB Currahee was once again 

assauJ.ted b'; an unknown-sized onemy force. ::::''uring the 

::: ttc:ck the ope: a ti on8 bunker ,ms hi t by a 60= lliortar shell, 

'. nd the ~:,rcnco.u:.missi(;ned ~fficer in chGr.2'e sustained Cc 

severe .1ead in ,jury .':e,!lectin,c;his wound Staff Sergeant 

.{obert ct. Kafton 0 cr:ti.nueu to coordinate 

"RA fires until he was ordereci tc; be lliedically evacuated. 

,Ser.~:eant raft on received tllG 2rol1ze St:.:.r ',edal,1i th "V" 

uevice (General 'Jrder 2.0}:34) for 11is efforts ill the 

successf'cll defense cf the :fire base. lil1Jl. \'/as credited 

. 'i tIl breakins:;- the a ttc,c]" ii.l"in17 144 rockets. 

~"ire :::u;,;.,;ort D:::se Currahee came under "' he8.vy r::ortar 

barr2.ce on 17 Jun 69. '::8spi te '·.:ort:"r rOl-..rws falling 

n1l 2.rc::!.nd thom., the CrOl'lS of the ..::..RA ships left the 

s,afety of the c-;::,ero.ticns i')uJ:ll:er ~:.nd unnned their nircraft. 

~'~ll of the ships effected. successful ts..ke-offs, and 

0r:.co ~:irborne :pl~~ced :.:.:.ccurc. te roctet s':u.d ~tlachine-g"ln 

fire c'r. tho er...emy mortar . osi tions, silencin~' -~hem. 

;' ,~:r t:leir ccu.r::..ge and tete ;:r:::.i:::itti 2ll under fire, the 

.~ilots c,nd cre',.nnembers were awarded the following rr.edals: 

'rhe Distinguishet Elying Cross to i.:ajor Edward J. ,!iller 

(General Order 12359); the Bronze Star iICeaal 

:Ii th "'{II Device to .:-irst l..ieutencnt ,:illiam H., Ccw:Jlpbell 

(General,':'raer 13174); the :~ir :,iedalJi th "V" 

.;evice t:; Specialistcour fI,:l 2 tone (General 

Order 13227 )'::nd :3peciulist ='cur Jerry:::. 'ratlor 

(General Order 13224): 2.nd the .~r:rr.y:;ommendation 

: .. edal r!i th !lVa~;evice to G,,'O ~dwin D. Billet 

(General Grder 13156), :;:0 JichaI'd .!. ~reeman 

(Ge!2.ere.l :~:,rder 12997), ,-_lid ::; ,/0 ,~homas ~'-. Johnson 

~Cl''''r "2'3(1) ','.J. ..... ..... , _ • 



,'/US set off by s.;;hi te l)hcsphorus shell. L.s resul t:ing 

fire ,-lnd explosicns spread. to the fuel d1:u::p. 1,100 

roc ets ,_wi 6,0:)0 r'allens cf ::uel were destroyed. 'Juring 

the holocaust the pL.ots raced to ttleir helicopters, 

started them. ·:,nl: fIe'.', t;1e:: to sf.cfety, orb:' tir::::' '2bove 

t~1.8 fire J~lSe to ~!rovicie :.::ovcr .J.,,?,dir.:.st e.ttaclc ,or their 

personal bravery, th.e tollC'I'li:;::t' _,neQ8.1s ': .. ere c-.:l8.rded ~ 

the :~isti.J:J.~uishcQ ~Fl.-/iL~ '::';ros~~ to C:J.ptain .:'·avid L:'. Barkes 

(General Crder 12497 ) , C ~i.J Glenn .c·s.rmer 
( General C;rder 12498) , C.IO Lia.:nes ,-:" . Jennings 
( Generc..l (..'rder 123(0) :.:nd ,'("', r,' '1 , ,'0 i"erli'.I.e ~J.1 

: Iuvran ("onernl "rc:.' or l"4 or ) ~c ~ ~ ~ ~ JO • 

Ehe prmori ty '~'f t;1.G ~~eriC'~l Roc}:et _:..rtillcr~,r ':/as 

~'():'::'l:ci to be -J.ui te hi,c'~l <::'11 ;;C~J.::~rlie IS il list c:i:' target:;:; 

',.:8 ~~n s: tt~:.ck \'Ias ffiuuntod :-~~ !::.c:.ir:..s t ";l..?..!;. :.1eli copters on 

~; :::o.ttery' 8 "hot spot" at ',:amp l::vans the l1igi1t of 23 

'.~he enemy fired fifteen to twenty rcc;:et propelled 

.';'rGDades c~t the ~lelicopters just :"::'8 they ·.:er(.; ;:huttir~g 

~ O'"lr 0",8u0.1 ties,vere sustained, several rlelioopters 

':erG ~1,21llc~,ged, ::~nd lJ.inor Q2JJ:1Gge was inflicted on 2. few 

::Case Jief6Hse "[,'Ii ]]otif'ieci of the ~qa_:t;iQl:, an,:L,c'J t1J01;gh 

'0 ·C'; c ro ~'o;i,p ''',,9 p.;.:J;..-,U:B--'170- illwninClte the c:rea, t11e Viet 

:J on~ r ...;1 ..:,.; ~jI ..... ke .... 011 'c<:J.a:L '-Ci1c'Cei:fCa7p-e-cr-: 

_ .. :R-~ ',/28 credi teo. :Ii t.~: 82Ving Thong ....,'isn on 16 JuJ_ 69 

',1110n t~le _:istrict ~~Gaciql~c-rters there ce.me "LInder C;. sapper 

8. ttc_ci~. received the 

~:li8tir: ~'~uished -='1:7=-1':'~~ Cross (~:eneral ',~rcier 12467) fer 

~1is VLlcI':J-:.'..::l ~c tinns JJ:1ile 2"erVil~,.r_" ~iS c.ircraI-t c ol;.mander 

(;1' 2-D ,.H-E: .i101iccf_ter. _,Iso un 16 ,Ju1 09 t:'lO 'Jriifj.l1s 

~-~ttc..ined t~leir lOOth OnGLV Lill 2ir~ce c.rrivi:l.7. in :rietnam .. 

-------------- ---"--- --



rho oporc.tion aLtes frcm 15 1.Ug 69 to 28 Sep 69, Lna 
storted cff \lith the (;riffins :firL~2' tl1e lc.22clin,c: zone 
prepar~~-tions on seven I.Z t s. 

en 21 .il.us' 59 t_':l:-~ fer:r":r:=,rd c:,~.;;;er2.ti .,i"S c8Lter ',:/8.8 Gstablizhec: 
:? t r,,)]3 ;'1en6ezvous en the ec:,s T. rid.2;e cf '~hG ,'.sl1c:.u Ifalley, 
:!'c:cili ties fcr .,RA aircrc,ft "'erG me:,L','er Q t:tendezvous. 
1. small bur.ker fcr the J:8r';lard operations sectiGl1 ',7aS 
constructod fro;:;:; ueed rocllet bc:;es cn t;1e lancing' 'lad 
·,::h:"c.:h ','las outside the .,:eri:n.eter ~f the fire base. 'rh:is 
':.e:'nt :11 the enuipnent ,:,sed there l1ad to be ,:oved intc 
the fire b2.s0 itself ever.y n~..c;t;.t. '.2he1"8 ",',rere no })rov:Lzicns 
1,:ri1""tever for nir).'J.t GIJer8,ti :::~jS for _J..JL Qircr[~ft ~ 80 ni~:;ht 
r::lr~T)ort hoi:' to c\-:..me from CG..l~p ~vans~ '1'l1e refuel .. :ad 
::ct ilendezvcms .I3.S also loce,ted pocrly in reL,ti 11 to 
'lrevailin,Q' ',vL'1de if loc,dec., O,1';]1e(: c:.ircrc!'t '.'Iere cor:.sicierea. 

'ihile ,i'dli.l. l,"ras still cperQtiD~ u,,:t of C\Jr::. ... shee, 8. 
r'J cl~,e t s. ttc.ck fire bc~se on 16 "ug 69. 
J'he Dilots left the Z2.fety of the 'DunKer ::nile one 
cl"e'::cl':icf;:ore-pared llj,sl:>,elicopter for flight. 20th 
s,ircrcl,ft lel;nched 2S ~,ore rcc!cets landed ;,earby--so 
close that eGe ccircrs.ft fle'/I throuiTh 8ha ttered boards 
c:Ld debris frcm the blast. :mce c:.irbcrne the crewchief/ 
'\U=er ab0arci the UE-1C z~jotted .3, rocket cein;, lE.unched. 

:::.nd. l~c.:.l tin,''':' the c:'.ttack. Ui ted .1 or herOism l.'lere the 
follO','!inc ~8.pt2.in _2d1iGl ,T, cctros],v 

~ Stephen II. SCheidin~ 
,S DeciL.lizt :i ve ::0'''0:;:' 

~7reen:an 

, (:..nd 

-;.;hc es,ch 
rece:L ved the .. _r1:::'/ COiTL:-.8nds. tic:-, ~=Gd:.:l ',}i th llyn .~evice 

(General C,rders 380, :524, ~78 ~ 532, ,:l.nc'. 4/1-3, :':''''o2-PGcti vely). 

----------------'- - --- ----_._"'-'-



Lc.ter in July one UH-IC became the tar;::-et of :..n 

~mer.:y .50 caliber ':leapon. It received four hits, b t 

;:0 u:_e un board ':ras in.iured . 

.:Juriw;; a combat :::,ssuJ;.l t in the Ash&u lallo;r on 18 

J'ul 69, the first t',70 troop ohi PC into the iaaCliLg zene 

rocei ved intense ~r<.mnd firo, t::lere by dosrtipting the 

,_.ssaul t anci leavin,c; a s:n8.11 p:rc:,.r; of soldiers. stranded. 

'~he !: .-U~ ,shi DS S1..rpportins; ~he u.ss2.ul t eL~.gar~ea the er:.emy 

s,t clese range to.)rovide clGse su,:port i'or tilG stranded 

element. ·,:ven ::::.fter thc '_',ircr,~ft h8.Q expended t)leir 

~,m;:;uni tion they continued to emp..:.oy divorsio~:c;.ry tsctics 

so t':e lrrn<iing' zone ,Iould n.ot be overrun. ,iwQrds to 

these cre'\'lInOmoer'E fur tJleir preCise flyir:a :.;tbili ty 2nd 

=,ers o112.1cr2.very \'/ere: t.le .~, il ver :.; tScr to C ,.02ho,;,as 

". 'orkman (General Uroer 11623): ~)nd tho 

c_ istir:.:'2:uizhed Fly -'--: .. ,,:~ Cross to C@ptaiD ~:';'l1iGl J .. t:'etrosky 

(General (croer 

(General Order 

(General :,rc.er 

~~; erry ...!:. t!~G.,·ylor 

11925) , 

11609) , 

i ',1..1.' ) -. ....., , 

C,lO aoger C. 3adler 

.;"0 S toven :2. "i 0 od 

:,nd :,; poci8.1is t :C'our 

(General urc.er 116l'i). 

'jn :2:; Jul 69 C ,,0 Hic~:2,rd ,'. j.rreeman 

','.engle surviv'c.l scnool at :cubic .fhillipines. 

~. :"lrin~?,' 2. ttlree-day :pe::,-'i ad in ..::.U t9-1S t l-.. i.iA received 

credi t for destroying thirty ,wotches, seven bur.kers, 

s~=_ sc'mpans, ,md one I'ootbridll:e. 

un 10 ,,'_U;2' 69 ,; E& tter7 1'10'.'1 sixty-one hoc~rs in sU,:9ort 

()f 3rc.. jrit?ade operE. ti(>ns. Ten lo..udin;; zone pre'Parati~l1s 

1ere i'ireci. [~nd troops in 'contact 'Nere s ... pported on six 

~)cC8.siC2""~.S 4 

2'.vc:rc:.ed t::c :'::ilver :ctar\:,sllorc.l Order 197) f,or "" reonal 

::ro.verv · .. .'hen he hovered ::s[:"".r c." frisnalv L=.ni t :'n ccntcct 

.... _---_._---_ ... _.-.. _-



l:hc [;econd '.':eel';.: in ::'_1.1f'l.1St ·,'/28 S~)erlt 'I.JI'eparin;.;: lor 

'~.per2 tiu(, =':ol~siGn2 Iee (:;i vision. l1.2..:'JlG rl2,S Richllaund S~~.uo.re). 
~u.rin&' Cper'"dticE '.ont""orr:ery .'"endezvQ;w, ten 2viatorr: 

:'rom C '=;.?~ ttery ,~,~'raduQ tod from ~'~H-IG 'ErsTIsi ti ,,:;:1 ~~chool 
,c,t Vun€ Tuu. ,Lc;ht ,:cnd 'ileather tr::dnin:~' c~lsG ecr.tinued 
fer the ·pilots. 

In tile ba ttel"Y GreEt tIle ccireruft :lc:.nr;ar ':iUS eor.;pleted, 
,.,hich _:.elped the :~~8.intenE:.nce }!ersonnel - ~sre,::,t cieGl ~ 
'~h8 ,·:.e88 hell 2nU J,6.yrcojJ, ,/ere both ilL'lproved, ona L~ovies 
','Jere sho\vn fi ve ti~~-_es .. ::eE.'kl~l -,"Ii th t~1.e 

:~Qvent of ::i better film :nrc&'T5.ID. 

~he ::. i:c.2.l tally Sl10';I/S 1,914 
,:ours f10'.'Ill en 3965 f;or"~i8S. .c::1.::1c:.ntion extlenditures ',fer" 
c'l ,245 :2.75" fcl.di::-,,';' f'i.n ",eri:::l rc;ekets, 170,273 r(1)J"lQS 

];he resu1. ts cf ther'e 
'c:;l)endi t~,res ·,·:('re :53 eneo:r 1;illed. 39 Gl:emy prebably >.illed 
i:y ,.J}" 1 ,sner.:v::ounc.ed, 12 S2L:lD[,nS destroyed, 113 
structures destrcyed.. 7 2tructures ([8.];'2.,0;ed, 1 r:lOrtar 
dE-mac'cd, 1 J!'Z-50 ~~sssul t rifle captured, 1 fo'~.' tbrid>0G 
ccstroyed, 1 122= :field ,'·}.m destroyed, 1 truck destroyed, 

. __ .. _---_.------'------'--'----"--'--------'--------



;.);lrin,c; thc; e::traction of 2. Ion;:' ram;'e reconnaisanee 

,!atrol;!est of l',he 2snh on 22 .. ul! 6'), one of the troop 

shi tis :±,'or \Vl1ich 2-n l;..R.i~ secticn ,~'as ~,rovio.in~:.: cover 

encountered on en,dne failure. 'rhe section reacted 

i:nn:edia tely firic:[:' rockets in to the inteno.ed l::mdino; ~,one 

Ol the 2 tri cken irc:r::'.it, (lnd flyin,~ lo,'j ill in"re2.s in,: 

dQrl~,~esD :.'.nd i:":tense rc'in ShO\:lere to cover it u:'":.til the 

crew co~ld be extrcctea. 'rhe extrEcticll co:::nloted, the 

2cctioYl ccntintHJd its _:_ission in t~l(', e::trerG.ely hazardous 

':iec, thor. [,ne. returned cnly :.:fter the pc: trol hod beon 

rccovereci safely,. ,)i ted for v:~lor ',Yero: Goptain Daniel 

• C'[Q Thom8.s ? ,orkman J. Petrosky 

, ,~n(i /0 : toven T'. i 000. 

'-'/ho et::~ch received tl18 _~ir ,ed8.1 ":/i th n,[" 

Dovioe( General :Jrc.ers GG, 305, 71, ::o.nd 70, :;,"espect:Lvely). 

Un 23 .,.uo; 69 snotl:er lon" range reconnais8.nce patrol 

:I&S extrected. ..s the troop ship hovered ::;hove the 

dense ;jungle c:nd lowered ropes to the p8,trol tl':ey camE> 

,mdE>r llE>c.vy fire. ]he ... 'L shi'Js reuctec ij:1Jlledia tel:), 

firing roc!::etsi th :Jldll "'nd ;clCcuracy in close proxi;;,i ty 

to the pc. trol 8.nCl cloveril1.'2: s.ircrscft. ':rhe ,dr r:edal \"Ii th 

il3l" :~evj_cG ::Ias -._,warned tc Capt_',i:;,1. Jal:1eS T .. Barnett 

(General Order 300), C ::0 John :3. :::: orreitits 

(General Grc.3r 573), C,:O Billy R. tiartbarger 

(General Order 568), C,/O Loren ;. Gee 

(Gel:er,.l Grdor 567). ;0:3 tephen Ii. ::: cheidinG 

(3-en8ral Crder 69), Clnd :0 Steven ?iood 

.;eneral Crder 144,;2). 

~ho next c..s.y c-cti~Tl. centerea ~n the .... shau Iallo~{ 

:~: or tho '::riffins <.lS t_'~Gv Sut,-corte6. both __ ~;:;-E Curro-nee ;:::',nd 

:r::lre f:"red 
~ ., 

u-con Tle~'~r _--,erC~·lCC·Z~:Clen. 

________ • _____ . ___ • _______ ,. ___ .. -"--'~'I-- -------.------ -



,<,";2-iTl e2.r 1.,'/ In :eptember iCercl1es,C!",'den 0::11od 1'C1:";11e ,_,It,. 
t'ive aircr:::ft 'Jere utilizeCi. i;c cOJ.:;,~;i.Gte the :::j.Bsicn, 
Ji th the '2nd ::--0 sui t uf several :.lore enG:~1Y ~:;:i:led.. ~!'ocpa 
::'E CCl:tclCt ','/e1'e sup~crted several clc:ys 12 ter. ::nd ''-8 the 
inf,:n try 2:,vept tho ::.r:ct:J. they :t o:nd SOlll'J ',; uiies 2.r~Q 2-
ls-r,;e hootch e oc.c1ex L,es troyed. 

-,' .. tte!r.:9tiL~j t;~ insert 8, lC<r'J.g r:.....y ... ::e recol1naisar:ce p~:..trcl 
:·.;.~,rthvle2 t cf .:._-i~e ::'an.l.~' t~12 l.u:c.r.-:.ea. helicopters to ',Il1ic~'l 
-;:;llo i:",-(.:.. sect:. _l'l ":[.8 _~)roviding 2L:Pi:ort c~:;ne unc.er intense 
fi'l!1e. .2110 inserti cr:. \-,,::s ~: tter.:mted tilree tir.les Iii th 

':n:'~8 ,~:,--:,cl2.r(l8d to ,.~a-pt,::in tJau:es IE. J:lrnett 
(General l;rael'" 147'"/'0) i.:~nCl ~,:< ,/0 Loren ,i. Gee 
(General Urder 15349). 

In moc1:l.ts-inoas torr2in ','fOSt o:t' i'ire ;:upport j3ase 
Vana.eI'!:,Tift, dospi te nig:1tfL111, ;;001' we::. tiler, emd heavy 
enerr:y :~rc::3:d fire, L~.::: _:~_1.~ .. secti~il ~:,roviGed very cluse 
8up-pcrt tc ~2, cesie,c;ed l( .. n~' rc"n[te recor.:.nc...i;;.~arlce p3.trcl 
20 t~-A.at it c(;ulcl 02 c:·:trc.cted. J., .. o..Li~.,J~' d.c:,ngere;usly 10",,' 
firiL~ passes tc c~ver the ~lf't snips, the ~~-lG's ~1ere 
_~,,c:illy vu1ner:::.bl~ to ene:;!-: fire. For t:leir on ts tandin" 

c :,'0 i.:d'.'lin _... 2illet received the ~i8tinzuished 
.z-l,\~ in~~ Cross (Gener2.l ur6.cr l4 7(6), a.nd C :,,() .i2illy it. 

r)cth rBceivea. t.~1e .dl" .,:G(;'-11 "it:l "V" lJevice(lieneral 0rders 

flBw:t~ 1.097 hcurs on 2,231 sortiec i'iring 10,136 rookets, 
130,110 rOUIla.s of 7. ,,2m:;]. ,:DC ~~, 663 40rr;m 'CTGn::ca.es . 
. /ere ~)3 ener:lY >.:iilecL. 20 .structtl.res d.estro;rec.. 2 ~i&';s 
~'~i2.1ed.. clno. l~~ is ter ou!'i'c.2.c .:.~~.illed. 

:.,3.ptr:in ~:Lobert _~ ·:~,.ci t~-;. ~SSU1:..eQ taG duties 
.;~. =~tter',r .::;:ec'~'G~ve, "i:c;;'cer un '0 ;~eD '.)~',\,\\~,\ ,town. (~GI,~i 
ttu.~"1,~ (.t-~,,~ .Q.~t#J 'Z~JJl ,t>~""I~"'I1 ) 5Y0-. 
t" A ~ 't vi' (j, 'tV .... ~u:t ... ?t-l"- Atc''Z..-",-c.,c/ (;,// /) , .--v ..... ~v .¥~, ~~ C::J~':><4, 

----,---,------'"----"'"-----'-- -----._---



aCJ. 'ai Ioc, 0. villur::e (:':ld E"all airstrip ';rest of 
.,:uan.:; 'Eri, ·J~.le tD8 :toc2~1 :point CI' '.,pers.tion ~\! .rton iTc.l1s. 
_.:ere C.1 .jE:.ttery 8stL.;.bJ_izhcQ tr-,<e~ r :t'O.i'/c.,.rd ()l.:er~:~ti:_,rlD 1: .. ,,,(& pt"'SOIt.,tC'1 u:.J"""C. ,DV'P.,!,J..T ''Z~k-~rocf' Q:J w.:// 4S It"''''/!1." ~~/;11"" ~ !'i<:.~,t" ..... '0:... £e. ..~s ItilG Ot~era tior: '."",t unc..er::ay. the Gri:ffins 
ccvel'oa ~~il:e combat aSS2.ults. 

';11 21 ,;et 69 :.:;.I1m: HE-1C r(~coived ,~'ne .50 C2.LiDer ro~~,nc~ 
in tne .:ain. rater bl~~6e. )0. in~uries were received, end 

.uch cf tl1e:i . .r xr 

~lhe ::irtield .:'·ct : .3.i .;..Joe .'8.[, the :::12:::-;: forr/n~rc. c'.::.ret;, 
thct ~; ::attery .::.~:d secn since ir,-c()untry s.rrj_val. .~he 
i~OJ~ tlrG8. ':'n~s e:;:::ccllcnt, u:~til i t '~'I~8 rclccc:ted., :::n(i. 2. 
c~;r.trcl. tc:er!2S even Co.Lstructed tor the l-at:liinders. 

:'lid;~lt~ '_~iJ.d :~::;r2cticcl G;c.~eri-::rlce i':~l the :tern. of ~10l;Cl 
fli,:;'hts, '~'rcurJ.d cOll.tro2.J.e:<1 ;~;.!!-~.'ro(-.:.cl1e5', ::.~nc, sutom::. tic 
tiirecticr liLaer s r~~ches. I;ists of fr8~~.~Iencie2 for 
thri v-:"rio~s rzdar ~~ci:~ti0S in ·t~8 arCL ~ere _r~viQed 

c;ilots ~ 

~ ____ , ___ . _______ '. ___ .. -"--_.1'._".".'"-, ...... _._-----



~'Gn:0118tr3.tion cld.S[;~e8 l~O tl18 infantry ,,~:G.nGuver 

-u8. ttc.li0ns;;ere exp,,,nc:.o(i to :,ort) tnor'Ju,dlly ':.cquaint 

them ,,','i tIl ~,.?u~, so t:,ley could ore j'ul~:r 11 tilize t_~1Q :G,oten­

tial at their disposal. 

,:0 Steven P. ,:oed c on;nle ted jelngle 

cnssiCLS. 

:; .192 rockets. 90,150 rounds of ',. 62ii1m, end '7,518 

r,-x,nds ()i ~,O= :'rens.lies. .0 tots.l of 730 fIr L:-: he, rs 

'Jas recor~eri on i761 sorties. ~:'~lrveillance included 

14 onemv ::il~;,.ed. 31 s true t~_i.l'es \.~e8 tro.'led. :2 smnpG.ns 

'-:.estrOVGo.~ 1 :~'erry aestro~red. ,:;.,ssorteo. :..:.utoIDctic ',",reE"'pons 

3 seccncic:.r:r explc2icr~8 . 

. ~,nriL_" t~1i~' :~ ',:·er::~ ti -::1; t.here :ere t';'/o .::~~a j eX' C~1&n2'eS =-n 
SC'''' e ". -I 'S:" . -, ~. "ISS£' 

~~.18 C':''l::~l::'1 f:~ =:':::':_·.~nc... t~'.l cr :_;l"[~i;: J.-~. Le7c.c;.r C8S1L'1lCa tho 

---------------------------- ,---------,--------------------,-



.Lncl·!l.siVG d2.tes on ellis otJer:::.ti n .'/erG 9 :.CV 59 
tc 5 -':;ec 59. C 3:.: ttery conti:wueci i ts t~'ener2.1 S:"~"P ort-

rein!~rciEf! rcle to the 3rd ::::rL:o:ade. 

ort::':l'l at ~l:~.iD 0-p=·r:.:ti ~n, t:-1G . ;riffir~G ':orlced ,~ut ~;:>f 

eLi In.:;c, :~,ut l~·_t:'r 1"etu.rneu t ..... ,;8!l1? .2v~~ns .ii til _10 forVlc,rc. 

~:,c 1"2. ti ,~LS bcs e . 

. Che ,~~Clrly 'po..::ct ~f L ~JvomDer C .0c.ttery 8Up~,()rtoQ the 

ls~ .s,~,tt:'lion, 5th ,~eCtl(m!.zed :.n:fontry neC.r tl1e0e'!lili-· 

-G2rized .-' one. 

;..:",,", 
.I.... 'J.!..I."~ 1st 

_~",iO ;:~vls. tors rene',leL. ~: tnnciarc. Ins trutler.:. t 
·'_r. .rcvide instr'"1cti,,l: tc 

Giler ,:::.vic. tors in t:1G '.lr:.i t. 

636 il"-ii::..;~.' ~10:Jr2 ·,-·ere .logged en 

1.386 scrtiGs 5,249 roc];ets, (;6.050 rounds of 7.62=, 

Clesults 

,,'-21"'8 '7 l.~l1G_~L.Y ~, __ illed ~ 49 8tl"l.,1_ct~,~reE c.8strcyeu, 9 struct:;.res 

.:!:2,[2:en. ,,~ 'f._ tel""' 'jui'f~~lc ~_illoci, 2 ole--chc.nts .,illed ~ 

1 3-tCL t~~ck ~2strsyed. 

,r 

~.----"--,-------------------------'---.------'"---" "-,,--"-"'"-'----"-



l:hi:J o~)erntiGn b~g2.n 29 :..-8C 691 ::'cnd ie preeently in 

TIle liickoif ri& te is no Dear -the oe,,:inning' 

':e.v :,e:lr'th&t this o:',erc:tion .!ill iJe covered ::." tae next 

_"11"u31 c'UD'~le.ilent, 

thE) 

--.. --.. - .. ---------~- -----_._-_._----_.-.. _-- ---~I--·-------·-----



~his o:oeratin b()'c(2r:. on 7 ... ec 69 ('.no. 1c.stcd until 31 ;:Iar 
70. The Griffir,C' sUPllortod un 8.rti11cry rcdd tc stc.rt off the 
operc.ticn, dcstro:;ing 20 hcotchef', 5 '8.IilfEms, and 2 bunker" in 
tlK vicinity of the ~;a1ient. The ARA :as busy ~vonli th the 
e~oor eather, f1:y·,nrs 39 ,lOur::: on the 14th .f December. 

Gn,i t" ('u:pp~rted!ero scatti'red far and .:ide over northern 
= Corps. ()n 15 ,;oc 70 ,,,XI, .. rt.ras furr:ished to 1/5 ;lech alan:': 
the ::'I"~Z, c.ne, a eck 1::.t8r most of the ll:i::~siors flo.!n 'iier~ abo:..-tt 
15 mi10s so:til'!1ec.t of G:.mp ;:;'1::.11E "here B/3/18i Infantry, "Iid 
tile Jrcl 3:l-'i~';a(LG-' c. ~',~in:L-"_':G,v :(;riZ" .]iven 2~ he1l:·ing h~~.nd. On 
Chrj_[:tm2.:': day t','10 :Loh' s fro:: 3r' Bae drcl',! grcund fire, ::cne, cc.110c'l 
f"'2:' C,'!.'_ C(o,",vlt:"ere 4 euem,y LiJ.led, 1 cC'Tltured, 4 ·bur.kers 
('.C' ~troycd, t, AY-4i' r: oo:ntur::d, ",'d Tn2.]J(' and as,cortcd Elquipment 
co.':: tur'= d. 

. "n 08 "ec 70 (' "'tr" "'·rt'· ('"Nt"d l"" "n,th"r rrtJ'"l"r" r" 'd ',) , __ ,~ .'.1 ,,/.:...-.'/ ') __ .1- '.J_~!. __ . _ ..... l '_~_\-, _1.1.:, ct . .L G ,v -l 

:Lt:1 t:18 108t:·[ Art;\' ,mL t:~:. f·"lJ.o,! ',0:0, k ·u :>_rted i,RVN unj,t·-, 
VIS! Cnf'ntry, .'rd Bae :.-,LY'i-';all', 1/506 Infantry, c'rroop 2/17th 
Ceev, .nd ,.;~,t;d}.10)r uLr:18nt::: '~;'lr()l' r'hout th0 C'.re~,: ~f operation:':. 
G ,j:n 70 ,ai' (;.a)." ,;f' ':lee'1' C:Ol'1tl'.Ct c for t:ll: Gri.ffinE', r,nd nearl" 
c~v: ry c-~'lj..:~, ':. ~:. lh.tilj_s:_~;d. 

el: 31 :Uoc 70 aull i,iul'ction::ac- c8.118d into tho Acho.u 
"c.J.10y :' 11 (i.·.·teri Clr8.tiDrJ; ':ie;, t,],(cr '~I':rovide "ecuri ty for treC1) 
:hl 'Oc 1:.t"0C]:;')t:;.r;,".' to '.c;:trc:ct c. :"riencl1y element. ;'e'1er2.1 
(:;nen1:7 antj.-c,irc:~o_ft ()'_ Jti:.;n.:' (y,:i81JJ:C. fire on tl'l(J trooD shin:;:, 4 

r: t,hicl'l timo t11,() Griffin:':,lceccCl ti1'3ir"',ircr. ft b·:tJeen the' 
c'ne:p Do'Ci ti ns rd thE' "'lo:;ont ':on the round ano. 2tt::cked the 
()l]cr.2~/ ., 8.J.)cnr', d:;;:;trc~1":i_Lr.; tL Tn. :.lor their bre-vory -:,Iarior CraiG' 
~.1. ~1~'G\rI3.a ~J .. nd. '::';c, ;)ts.in iIenry C. :'-::iller -
roc(dvcd the .c!i,2tin'oui[:hec; Vly Dr' CI10SS (GO 807(; and 3327, 
rosr()oti vel,.'), .nd 01 ;:', rrc11 (:',;cnbaugh and :01 :'tephon 
Schej.6.i~':,~~ r;"cciv(;;Q the .i~ir ··~~c';.3.,1 -i th ItV;~ _~-evice .. 

r~h0 10th ,.:f tTan ~' ·t.)8.trol cl:nducting a recor~nair~:e2vnce in 
fl,;'rce ol~lerati 11 '?01.1t~:_r.'!c' t of ;"];:m:r EV2.ns onga,s'ed an enemy ferce 
of 'Hitno ,m r'i.ze, "'.·d ':u1:(8rso, t ,: 0 C:.su" 1 ties :Ln the in:l;tia1 
'cHCC:",:t r. 'n:blc' te ·,"ai:- fj_r:o ,·up8riority, the p:"tro1 called 
on ARA. Eeav'! clouds obcc1Jre6. the area. but theRA section 
'as 2blhe to rGE·ch ]_t. ';nc, t.'18r0 '~':0 ccection instructed the 

,,(1U:1.d le2.ller on t:'l'lJrcner 2a;,"::-tr.-:ent of rccket fire, 2nd 
en".~:_ !:ccl the· oneIJ."v -r;oeitl,cL. Thr; ":ecti8n ~;,12o csu.ided 2.. r:led-evac 
C'F': er iI',t~ tho trcl":oc'itier, :fo110,(0([ b:r I.', c::Jlli'1l8nd and 
control ellcn::er. 'c'er t:w:i.r :.!c'1otion to duty I..end 1:8r80m,,1 
" JC~1.-·.-· follo.'/in,~_· rc:c~-~iyc:d ·;~:1:.~' ..::~ir ~'.:::edsl ,,'itb. ;1i,T" "~Ievicc: or~:~-very , 
G ','2 3ill "a. ":'-:c.rtbc.r""2r, C :;-~ !Tar::22 .:~~ ~Jennj_nc~C" 01 Leroy A. 
'~~'lri ,': tor:.' en, '~nd :'01 i.12-ic.;-;" ':; rj. teller • 

. _-_ .. --_ .. _ .. _-----,---,--------'_._------_._---'_ .. _._---... _--_.-.: 



C.72 Neil Hupper was critically wounded in action north of FSB Sheppard on 14 Jan 70 when he Wf).S struck by a .50caliJ)er round. 1 Lt. Terrence P. Fowler, the copilot, quickly a$sumed control of the AH-IG helic9pter , and, although he Nas not fully familiar with the aircraft, flew the damaged aircra,ftu:nasdllisted from the target area to the 18th Surgical Hospital wh r'o he executed a successful landing. For his personal bravery, ], Lt. Fowler c..-as a:larded the Dictinguished Flying Cross. Mr. Hupper :laS m,d-evacued from the 18th Surgical Hospital to the Hospital Ship Shnctuary, and later returned to the US. . On the I.th of Jan, Cpt. Robert B. Nilliams became the Exec-utive Officer of C B2ttery. Cantain'illiams replaced Cpt. Daniel J. Petrosky. 
On 18 Jan 70 General Smith and Colonel Pollard visited C Ba ttery for an a'ilards ceremony. General Smith presented Captain Jemez T. Barnett;;i th a Diztilli'.uizhed FL. ine Cross for his actins on 12 Sep 69. 
Excitement ran throughthEII entire Btry on 20 Jan 70 when seven c.ircraft '!Iere launChed to Quang Tri in response to a possible sightin= of [l battalion of enemy soldiers near the DMZ. TIo'.'le2'er, the prospect failed mat0ri&lize, 2nd the ships returned at da'.-,'n. 
The last days of Janur:;cry were busY" ones for C Btry" The Griffins fired numerous landing-zone preparations, add participated i~ an artillery raid with the 2/319 Arty. Results of 1t;he raid: 13 hootches destroyed, 8 bunkers destroyed,and 4 damageci, 2 cultivated rice fields damaged, 2 rafts destroyed, 1 lloat destroyed, and 2 secondary explosions observed. . Also during this period one enemy armored personneJL carrier was attacked and destroyed in the vicinity of the Ashau Valley. Battle damage became somewhat of a problem as two aircrE~t received hits in the canopy, one took a round through the landing ge&r, and a fourth suffered damage to both main rotor blades. ~aintenance personnel were hard-pressed to keep the aircraft mission-ready, and they worked day and night to get the job done. Many r~dio and electrical problems were encountered due to the damp weather, and avionics personnel and electriCians wc)rked al70und the clock to correct them. 
A personal interview'was conducted on 31 Jan 70 af1;er'a rather unusual fire mission near the DMZ. A complete cc>py of it will be found at the end of this chapter. February broke with poor weather, though the Grif:flns still answered many contact missions. On 4 Feb 70 Captain Hac~ C. Miller received the ~rple Heart. 
The next day on a mission near the DMZ a Cobra pilclted by C:r2 James Jenning;: and HoI John l'Ililhone was hit by a .50 caliber round in one of the main rotor blade grips. There were no injuries and the t .. o pilots returned the aircraft safely • 

•. _ .. ________________________ . ________ • ______________ .1--



An artille%7 raid was conducted in the vicinity of the north 
end of the Ashau Valley on 7 Feb ~O. Then the weather deteriorated, 
and a second raid was postponed. Few contact missions were flown 
for the next ten days. , 

On 19 Feb 70 Major Craig H. Leyda and CW2 Loren W. Gee were 
shot down near the Laotian border. Cw2 Edwin D. Billet and CW! 
John P. Carter jettisoned their aircraft's wing stores, and 
picked up the downed crew on the ammunition-bay doors, '~tilizing 
an old bomb crater for a landing zone. For their perso:o.al 
bravery Mr. Carter received the Bis tingtti.shed Flying Cr,oss, and 
Mr. Billet received the Air Medal with "V" Device. 

The very next day the entire AHA Battalion partici:pated in 
an artillery raid south of Kb.e Sanh. The target was a lnajor 
infiltration .route which was being used heavily by the lenemy. 
Colonel Pollard, the Battalion Comaander, personally lel1 the 
attack, and after the attach, led the entire flight in :formation 
over Camp Evans, FSB sally, and Camp Eagle on the returJl trip. 
C Btry put up seven rhips for the mission and fired 114 fleschette 
rockets, 109 white phospnorus rockets, and 124 l7-lb. hIgh 
explosi ve rockets for a total of 12 hours of flying timl~. Almost 
no surveillance was obtained from the a:a.id because of illtense ground[ 
fire encountered in tho area. . 

Contact missions were flown baSk to back on 21 Feb 70 until 
late in the afternoon when the pace finally slackened. Ammo 
pers onnel were very busy supplying the ships with rocke·ts and 
turrut ammunition, as the after-action reports piled up in 
Operations. 

Major lUck Hale assumed command of CBtry from Majllr .. Craig 
H. Leyda on 27 Feb 70. Major Leyda DEROS'ed at this tline. The 
next day C Btry was granted a "stand-down" for the entiJ~e day. A 
steak feed was organized, followed by games of softball and 
volleyball. 

The latter part of February saw many changes in thl~ Btry area. 
The "hot spot" and roads received a fresh coat of penaprine., 
and bunkers were covered with cement. Several officers and 
eiUisted men attended the armament school during FebruaJ~. 

CW2 Richard W. Freeman experienced a lateral servo failure 
in his Cobra, but landed it safely on theT~·rl7 Pad at Cnmp Eagle. 

Maintenance experienced did[ficulties due to a lack of 
available parts, ,: nd the slow return of others from C B1~ry' s 
S',lpport facilities. Many parts were rotated among ship!! as the. 
aircraft came in for periodic inspections. 

~ehicle maintenance hud their share of problems, t()O, due to 
a shortage of parts and the adverse weather. On many o()casione 
one could see lights in the motor pool until very late at night. 

The first t1irG days in March were filled with landiIlg-zone 
"preps" . l,nd th following aay the entire AHA Bn execu1ied another 
raid. This one took place on the west side of the Ashatl Valley 
in the ViCinity of Tiger Mountain. Some anti-aircraft fire 
',vas eIlcountered, but all the aircraft escaped damage • 

.. -~ .. ~~~-------------. 
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The same day two of the Griffins' Cobras were invOlved in a 
freak aCCident at FSB Sally's refueling point. Both aircraft were 
completely destroyed, but the four pilots--CW2 James Jelmings, 
0\72 R1 ,-hard Freaman, CW2 Lor(':n W. Gee, and 'lYOl John Mill:Lone- . 
escaped injury. . 

The first two weeks in March there were many fire lILissions. 
1/5 Meoh und ARVN units aocounted for most of these. Ftghting was 
also heavy southwest of Camp Evans, and C Btry aircraft saw an 
abundance of action in the mountainous terrain. 

On 12 Mar 70 captain James E. Mitschke and CW2 Edwj.n D. Billet 
received the Bist1nguished Flying Cross for their outstanding 
dhplay of p rsonal courage in the recovery of a lone mEtmber of a 
reconnaissance team that was left deep in enemy territox7. They 
naVigated through extrmely adverse weather, and mountaiILOUs terrain 
to reach the location, and came under intense enemy firEt while 
they performed the emergency extraction. 

In the latter part of March maintenance still had j.ts share 
of headaches--and they were many. Parts difficulties s1;111 
hampered the hard-working mechaniCS, and main rotor heaels were 
wearing out much faster than they cou~a be replaced. A team frem 
B Company, 5th Tr::.nsportati n Battalion arrived to SOlVEt 
electrical probl~ms in the turret weapons subsystem, and armament 
personnel benefitted i;."measurably from the experience gained. 
Throughout March maintenance personnel continued to work around· 
the clock on damaged aircraft. 

27 Mar 70 marked the beginning of a small but compJ.ex· 
operation that was not resolved for several days. It began with a 
call from an ARVN unit that wanted ARA to attack a SUspEtctliIortar 
position. Later that day near FSB Barbara, an OH-58 heJ-Lcopter 
was shot down while performing a reconnaissance mission. Heavy 
resistance was encountered by rescue teams, and later that night, 
iqj very poor weather, WOl Stephen H. Scheiding led a fHght of 
troop ships into the area, and supported them while they inserted 
US infantry elements. For his actions, Mr. Scheiding WSLS recommended 
for the Distinguished Service Cross, and the other pil01;s of his 
section and recommended awards are as fol~ows: Captain Henry 
C. Miller, Jr.,--the Distinguished Flying Cross; WOl Janles.M. 
Borland--The Distinguished Fly:'ng Cross; and \VOl Josdlph J. Milhone 
--The Air Medal with ltV" Device. 

The following day while supporting an infantry elelJUUlttrying 
to reach the scene Ijf th~ crash, WOl Scheiding was wouncled by an 
AK-47 round th;:.t came through the slot in his armored sElat. For 
this he received the Purple Heart. 

On 29 Mar 70 three more aircraft received damage fl~om enemy 
ground fire. There were no injuries, but once again maj.ntenance 
personnel w re hard-put to repair the dBnl9.ged ships, ancl return 
therr to mission-ready status. 

---------------------"-----:--------------



The same day a sectiDn of j,RA supported an ARVN element which engaged an unknown sized enemy force near FSB Fuller. The mission was carried on despite deteriorating wee.ther, low clouds, and intense enemy fire. The aircraft had to be flown le)w over the enemy posi ti.:ns on account of the clouds, whmch morl~ fully exposed them to the enemy weapons. Decora ted in this aliti on 'Here 1 Lt. Thomas A. Jonson, Distinguished Fly.ng CrOS!l; :/01 Darrell D. Ozenbaugh, DiEtinguished Flying Cross; Captain Nilliam B. Roberss, Air Medal with "V" Device; and ilOl Ronald A. Gutterud, Air M.dal Nith "V" Device. 
Another section supporting an ARVN un;. t flew through low clouds, mountainous terrain, and intense small arms and automatic weapons fire to enable an ARVN ihihement to reorganize and counter­attack the enemy force that had gained an advantage on 1;h0m. The AHA aircraft made several rocket attacks just above tree-top height to place accurate fire on the enemy positions. Ilecorated for bravery were C';2 Kenneth M. Havran and CW2 James A. Jennings who received the Dintinguished Flying Cross, and Captain James E. Mitschke and NOl James M. Borland who received the Ai.r Medal wiht "V" Device. 
A third section of aircraft in support of an ARVN element northeast of F!!lB Fuller were providing very close rocket fire in adverse weather and mountainous terrain whrn one of t:he aircraft received multiple hi tsby an enemy machine gun. The secti on . refused to leave the outnumbered ARVN unit, however, unt;il they WEre relieved by another section of ARA. Shortly thereafter, the damaged aircraft was forced to land in enemy territgry. The following pilots were awarded the Disntinguished Flying Cross for their outstanding bra:fery: Cw2 Steven F. Wood and NOl Charles J. Racine, and 1 Lt. Donald L. Scott and N01:lilliam;l. Critcher received the Air Med:ll with "V" Device for courage under' fire. Durir;g this operation continued emphasis was placed on IFR fligh instruction. Two Eviators renewed t1:1eir Standard Instrument tickets, and ~vrovided IFR flight trai~ing to the other aviators. The Griffins also continued ARA orientation classes, demon­strations, and forward observer trai~ing for infantry units. One class was even presented to B Company, l58th Aviation Battalion(.Ambl). Operation Randolph Glen lasted 114 days. C Battery flew 2,268 hours on 5,460 sorties, or nearly twenty hourll[ per day on the averaEe. Ammunition expended included 33,414 2.75" rockets, 239,560 rounds of 7.62mm, and 15,889 rounds of 40mm. This ammo accounted for the following: 100 enemy killed by ARA, 70 hootches destroyed, 57 bunkers destroyed, 7 bridges destroyed, 5 trucks destroyed, 2 • 51-caliber weapons destroyed ,.8 sampans destroyed, and 3 secondary explosions observej • 
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INTERVIEW 

The following is a p<::rsonal interview that took place in 
th" evening following a s ccessful attack by the 1st ARVN Division 
closely supported by Aerial Rocket Artillery, on 31 Jan 70. The 
pilots interviewed were WOl Stephen H. Scheiding, who servead as 
a pilot in an AH-1G helicopter, and,JOl Joseph j. IililhoD.e, who' 
serve£ as a pilot/gunner. The action centered around a small hill 
in the vicinity of grid YD 043635. The mission came through C 
Btry from its higher headquarters, from the 1st ARVN Div. Other 
units participating in the action w~re A/4/77, H&H/4/?7, D/158th 
Avn. Bn, B/158th Avn. Bn., snd an A~r F"rce forward a~r control 
aircraft(commonly called FAC.). 

The fire mission c=e down at 1100 hours, and the Griffins 
arrived on station at 1130 hours. The weather was good; partly 
overcast ,'lith a ceiling at 2000 feet, 20 know wind from the North, 
and excellent visibility. The target area consisted of steep 
[,ills with deep ravines, covered by low-growing shrubs. The 
area had been shelled and bombed many times in the past" leaving 
only a few dead trees standing. l'i!~,ny bunkers CG'Uild be Been from the 
air. 

;Ihile enroute, the Griffins ,,"ad contacted the Dragon section, 
who was working the area at the time, and also established 
communicatL.ns ,lith the ;,RVN elem<::nt on the ground. ThE, Dragon 
aircraft passed the Griffins off the Air For'ce F1.C, who directed 
t~;.IBIll into the specific ",r"a of the contacD. Two Redskin aircraft 
·."",re firing at the time, so the Griffins orbited and re,~ei ved a' 
sitrep from the FAC. The FAC then rolled in and marked the target 
'."lith white phosphorus rockets. The Griffins hod already 
identified the friendly positions, and rolled in ~n a rocket 
attack, fireing 3/4 of a load. '!lhile the section was firing on the 
ini tial target, one of the pilots saw an unknOlm unit on a 
hL.l approximately 85 mtters from the target. These troops 
were confirmed as enemy by the ground unit and the FJ.C, and Griffins 
engaged them at clGse range ,vi th the 40mm. and minigun. One 
~~ the aircraft received battle damage on the second pass at 
the hill. 

The Griffins held off until they received the ground 
commander:!;s permission to fire rockets on tl:J.e enemy po" i tion. 
The ground command'"r cleare~ them, and the section expended its 
remaining ordnance. 

As the RRVN'c advanced they received heavy automat;ic weapons 
fire and Emo.ll arms fire fro". the nearer bunker comple:x:, but the 
ground commander '!ould not l.st the AHA fire turret wea:pons because 
of the proximity to his own troops. The ARVN's continuled to 
engage the complex .,i th M-16, m-79, and 57mm. recoilessl .rifle 
fire. The section of Griffins was relieved by another Griffin 
sectivn led by Cpt. J:c.mes Barnett. The first section "\;hen 
r.sturned to Quang Tri for fuel, and on to Camp Evans for more 
ammun:ttion. 
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Interview 2 

The section was scrambled again at 1500 hours to return to th. same area. ,'/hen they arrived, all the other helicopters had departed stattion. As the Griffins covered the ARVN troops assaulting the hill, the pilots kept their eyes open for any sign of heavy enemy resistance. The ARVN'a were in conatSJllt contact, using M-16' a and fragmentation grenades to deet,roy the enemy in the bunkera. The ARVN's had approximately six PO:r's at this time. Their assault continued into the bunker compleH from the North, South, and East. 
At this time Cpt. John Morris spotted ene~ troops on top of the hill. Some of these were dead, others were woundlsd, and the rest were trying to defend their position against thiS aO-vencing ARVN' s. The section received clearancll) from the ground I~ommander to utilize their turret weapons, and fired them until thl9 guns were either jammed or expended. The section then receivled clearance to use rockets. Each ship fired about four pair, and th'sn continued to orbit at a low altitiude so they caudd observe the adi'l7ance of the ground element as well as the enemy positions, More enemy were observed, but the ARVN's were too close for the Griffins to fire rockets. ARVN sillilldiers were observed entering bunklsrs, locating enemy bodies, clothing, weapons, pots, pans, ~,nd other al3sorted equipment. 
The section finally waa. forced to leflve station for lack of fuel. They retumned to Qu~g Tri, refueled, reloaded the t~ets, and departed ~~r the area again. But approximatel~ five minutes out of Quang Tri, the wing aircrcft experienced an elect:tric~l fire in the cockpit ';,hich resulted in ~ partial control loss. This aircraft retur:g.ed to Quang Tri, while the laead aircrc,ft continued to the target area where he was joined by "King Cobra," ·the . AHA's Battaliolli Commander. Theycontinued to provide clol3e ground support to the _~RVN' s who had now taken the hill and 'Here encountering sporadic pockets of resistance. One of thel3e was a very larg:: bunker which h81d for &pproximately fifteen m:lnutes under concentrated attack. 
As the aircrc:ft passed over the advancing j,RVN troops, they held up captured Yle&pons which included assault rifles and machine guns. 1\ t this time the ground commande:' reported an est:Lma ted 14 PON's and 45 enemy killed. The lead ship remained on station approxima tely one hour while the ARVN' s secured the area " and continued search ng for more enemy and f'upplies. Dur ng this hour two "slicks" from B/158th i>.vn Bn were covered while they went in to extract PO'" s and captured documents, and one 1I1edevac ship 'il8.~· covered as it picked up wounded troops--both friendly and enemy. The lead aircrc~ft 'N'~S relieved on station by his wing man,who Vi:.S in 2. replacement aircraft flo.,n uf to Quang Tri by the mcintenance officer. Then the Seetion leader refueled a1~ Quang TRi, lend returned to the target area ./hile the wing man eHoorted another B/158th ship into the friendly positi::.n to pick up casualties. The ARVN.dviser reported to hLc headquorters thct over sixty Gnemy he.d been killed:;. 
The Griffins escorted t:,o more Dustoff aircraft t,hi<:h made casualty pick-upe, and continued air oover for the ARVN' fldhile 
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they withdrew and set up nigilt defensive posi t:d>ons arOUIld the 
["rea. Darlmess w~,s approaching, and at this time the Griffins 
were fiven an end-of-miswion. The adviser also informed tha ARA 
that over sixty enemy were killed, fourteen were capturEld, and' 
the ARVN casualties were light. No ARVN soldier was lOf!t. The 
section returned to Camp Evans, where a hot meal awaited them. 
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