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From: Commancii.ng General, Third harine Amphibi ous Force 
'1'0: COl1l.l1landi.ng General, United 3tates Military Assistance COIrunand, 

Vietnam 

Subj: Comb.c"t After .A.ctl.on Report (itlJil.CHS SNU;1) 

Ref: (a) HACV Dir 355-6 

1. .B'orwarded 1n accordance with reference a. 
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il 
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DEPAN!'MENT OF'Tm i&hr: 

HEADQUNITEXG, XXIV CXBPS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

APO San Francisc~ 96308 
27 Aupzf3t l-969 

Comht Operations After Action Report (RCS: MAC 53-32) (KI) 

Commanding General 
IX1 Marim Amphibious Force 
ET'0 US Forces 96602 

Commdiag Generai 
united states MiIPt?my Assistance coti, View 
ATTN: NE J343 
APO us Forces 96222 

1, (U) COD3 NM@k Operation Apache Snow. 

2, (U) DATE3 OF OBEXAT~OW~ MOOCU.H Hay I.969 to 0724OOH June 1969. 

3* (U) LOCATION: Nam HO~ Dihrict, Thus Thien Province and wuthwestem 
Quarig !Pri Protics astride the southern Da Krong Valley. @hp refePcm%3: 
Yl* +e,wn v a0 uuaurp 1:50,000; Series L7014~ ~h88tt3 &3&l+ I; 6342? II; 6441, 1-m; : 
tilG.4, III, 

4,, (U) COM'ROL HEADQUARTERS: XXIV Corps, 

se (U) REPORTIBG OFFICEB: LTG Richard G. St;llwell., 

4, (C) TASK ORGAXIzBTION= 

3d Bde, 1Ols-b Atm D~v (AM) - Joseph B, CORW~~~ Jr 

1st 9 506th Inf 
2d BR; 504th Inf 
w ER, 187th Iaf 
3d Sqdn, 5th CavJ 
A-2d Sqdn, 17th Cav! 
B-32&h IEn@ (DS) 
A-158th AHB CDS) 
E&8th AHB (DS) 
2d Bn, 319th Arty (DS) 

GROUP 4 
DOWNGRADED AT 3YEAR INTERV 
DKCLASSIFI~ AFTER 12 Yl3A.R~ 

AVII-GCT 

illsll&:1 
DEPARTMENT OF tiRE ARMy 

HEADQUARTERS, XXIV CORPS 
APO San Francisco 96)08 

UNCLASSIFIED 

27 Augu~t 1969 

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (ReS: l~C J3-32) (KI) 

THRU: Commanding General 
III Marine Amphibious Forc@ 
FPO US Forces 96602 

TO: Commanding General 
United States Militar¥ Assistance Command, Vietnam 
ATTN: MAC J.343 
APO US Forces 96222 

10 (U) CODE NM1E: Operation Apache Snow. 

2~ (U) DATES OF OPERATION:: lOOOOlH May 1969 to 072400H June 1969. 

3ft (U) LOCATION: Ham Boa District, Thua Thien Provinee and southv\9stern 
Quang Tri Provine a astride the southern Da Krong Valley_ Map reference: 
Vietnam, 1:50,000; Series L7014; sheets 6341: I; 6J42~ II; 6441, I-IV; 
6444, IIlo 

4~ (U) CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: XXIV COrpSe 

5.., (U) REPORTING OFFICER: LTG Richard G. Stilwell. 

6.., (c) TASK ORGANIZATION: 

3d Bde, IOlst Abn Div (AM) - Joseph Bo Convay Jr, COL, In! 

1st ~ S06th In! 
2d Bn,· 506th Inf 
3d Bn, 187th In! .; 
3d Sqdn, 5th Cav 
A-2d Sqdn, 17th Cav / 
B-326th Engr (ns) 
A-158th ARB (ns) 
B-158th AHB (nS) 
2d Bn, 319th Arty (DS) UNCLASSlFlED 

GROUP 4 
DOWNGRADED AT :3 YEAR INTERV 
DECLASSIFJ:ED AFTER 12 YE.A.R9 



AVII-CCT 27 Augu& ir: 
STJ B.JEC?lT L Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MAC J3-32) (KI) 

C4d Bn, 11th Arty (CSR) 
ea2d .an, gl+th Arty (GsR) 
c-1st 139, 83d Arty (CSR) 
58th Set Dog Plat 
TACP 20 TASS 

UNCLASSIFIED 

1st ARVN Regt - LTC Diem 

l-1 ARVN Bnw/Fo party 
2-l Am? Bn w/F0 party 
:JlARw Bnw/Fo Party 
&-LkRlQJ Bnw/FOPar%y 
Battory 34 ARVN Arty (GSR) 
Battery l..l ARVX Arty (DS) 
1 ~LNO Farty 

y NivFJ Regt - COL Hoa 

l-3 ARmJ I3.n w/F0 Pmty 
a-3AmN Snwp?OPady 
39.3ARvN Bnx/FQP?u?~ 
Battery 12 ARVN Arty (Ds) 

De& Hq Co, 9th Mmfnes 
Det, Scout Dog Plat, 3a MP &s 

2dBn, l2thkbes 
B-D (B-105rmra, Towed) 
Btry E (~-~O~IEUU, Toved) 
Stry F (6=lofhxm, Tared) 
Mortar Btry (6-107) 
23 PrOT How B-try b155-, Towed 
33 Pm-v How Btry b$-155m, TQ~) 

7, (S) SUPPORTING FORGES: 

(1) Forces: See Task Organization, 

(2) Eqaoyment md Effectivemzss: 

UNCIASSIFIED 

• II '"'' I 27 A +-, .... • •••• _ u~,J __ ~ AVII-GCT 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (ReS; MAC J.3-,32) (KI) 

C,-2d En, 11th Art,. (GSR) 
C-2d Bn, 94th Arty (GSR) 
C-lst Bn, 8Jd Arty (GSR) 
58th Set Dog Plat 
TACP 20 TASS 

1st ARVN Regt .... LTC D:i.em 

1-1 ARVN Bn w/Fo Party 
2-1 ARVN Bn w/Fo Party 
.3-1 ARVN Bn w/Fo Party 
4-1 ARVN Bn w/Fo Party 
Ba ttery 34 ARVN Arty (GSR) 
Battery 11 ARVN Arty (DS) 
1 LNO Party 

Jd ARVN Regt .... COL Boa 

1-J ARVN Bn w/FO Party 
2-J ARVN Bn vIFo Party 
3-3 ARVN an ;tlFO Party 
Be. ttery 12 ARVN Art,- (DS) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

9th Marines 3d Marine Di v ... E" F 0 Danovi tz, COL, USMC 

1st Bn (Rein) 9 9th Marines 
Det, Hq COg 9th Marines 
Det, Scout Dog Pla.t, 3d MP Bn 

?d ~ 01-10. \,1 ... _; rl,;;;;:; 
_ _!II .I "u ~~ - ... -

De", Hq Go, 9th Marines 
Det~ Scout Dog Plat, 3d MP Bn 

2d Bn, 12th Marines 
Btry D 
Btry E 
Btry F 
Mortar Btry 
2d Prov How Btry 
3d Prov Rov Btry 

70 (5) SUPPORTING FORCESg 

8. 0 £'Ulle,u: 

(6-105mm, Towed) 
(6-105mm, Towed) 
(6-105_, Toved) 
(6-107) 
(3-155mm, ToV&d) 
(4-155IIID., Tolred) 

(1) Forces: See Task Organization~ 

(2) Emplo}~ent ~~d Effectiveness: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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AV ll.-.?;CY d.I JaHp.8 Id J-737 

su BCTECT : Combat Oparations After Action Report @XS: MAC 33-32) (KI 
UNC SSlFlED iA 

Cd Units provided support for SZps prior to insertions, units in 
contact, R&I fires, and d-trect fire in defense of bases under ground and 
sapper attack. 

(b) The artillery support was provided by utilizing a series of 
mutually s:zpporting fire bases which were establfshed Drier to D-Day. 
Artillery after D-Day was provided by shiftin;artfflery ttita to additiona? 
fir& bases as required by troop dispositiorm,. 

(1) Tactical Air: 7'77 FAG and 128 CSS sorties (905) were delivered 
by Air Force, Navy and Marine aircraft during Apache Snow, A total of 
1,387,9 tons of bombs and 221.5 tons of napalm were dropped by tactical air. 
Sorkies flown were as follows: 

Bomb damage assessment credited the air sorties with 482 atra;lcturea destroyed, 
29 enemy killed, 72 secondary fires and 87 aacondary explosions, 

&J Diverts 1 

(b) There were 7 Arc Light strikes in. preparation for Operation Apache 
Snow and 12 during Apache Snow, 

(c) The following is the avtilabla BDA, 

&, Damage or Destroyeds Numerous trenches, bunkers, huts, traiis, 
and canopy were destroyed or damaged, 

z. Fires and %xplosionsz There were approximately 25 secondary axplosio~s 
from 1 to 30 times normal. size, Several large sustained (white smoke) fires 
were also observed., 

,& Enemy Castities: A mass grave con+ain-5ng 40 hodies, believed to 
be NVA killed by 6 strfkes, was discovered in one target box, 

A0 Enemy Equipment: During operations ia tht tar@.seas subsequent 
to the Arc Light strikes, Allied forces found large quantities of enemy 
equipment end munitions to include the following:: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

AV ll-li(;-.r 

~B .. TECT: 
~ I .I1.ugl.UJ V J.. '1'07 

Comoo t Opera tions After Action Report (RCS: MAC J3-32) u~6LASS'F'ED 

(h) Units provided support for LZ's prior. to ineertioDs, units in 
contact, H&I firos~ and direct fire in defense of bases under gTound and 
sapper att.ack" 

(b) The artillery support was provided by utilizing a series of 
mutually supporting fire bases vhicb vere established prior to D-Day. 
Artillery after D....Day vas provided by shiftinr artillery :nits to addi tione.~' 
fire bases as required by troop disposition.· 

b () Ai!:.Jiy~Q~!' 3 

(1) Tactical Air~ 777 FAC and 128 CSS sorties (905) were delivered 
by Air Force, Navy and Marine aircraft during Apache SnoH 0 A total of 
1,38709 tons of bombs and 22105 tons of napalm vere dropped b,y tactical a1r. 
Sorties flown were as followsg 

Air Foree 129 

Navy 52 

Marines 724 

Bomb damage as,'3essmen't cradi ted the air sorties "Wi til 482 structures destroyed,. 
29 enemy killed, 72 secondary fires and 87 3"condary explosions. 

(2) A.-:c Light~ 

(a) Number of Arc Light strikesz 

10 Preplanned 18 

~o Diverts 1 

(b) There were 7 Arc Light strikes in preparation for Operation Apache 
Snow and 12 during Apache Snow (> 

(c) The following is the available BDAo 

1. ') Damage or Destroyedg Numerous trenches, bunkers, huts, trails, 
and canopy were destroyed or damaged c 

~o Fires and Explosion5g There were approximately 25 secondary explosions 
from 1 to 30 times normal size o Several large sustained (white smoke) fires 
vere also observed o 

10 Enemy Casualtiesg A mass grave containing 40 bodies!" believed to 
be NVA killed by 6 strikes, was discovered in one target box. 

,*-0 Enemy Equipment: During operations in tht target .u-eas subsequent 
to the Arc Light strikes, Allied forces found large quantities of enem, 
equipment and munitions to include the following:: 

UNCLASSIFIED 



20 Ku:;sian trcrcks 
go bicycles UNCLASSIFIED 
yx t:- L?Ck headlampa 
6 bul.dozsrs 
1 jeep 
2090 kg rice 
5co@ meters of ccxmno wire 
Unknown type of auto tools 
,woo lb !mT 
50 fhzes 
&X0 ft dst cord 
10,003 ant"l-aircraft rds 
5000 SA rds 

16 C930R and 3000 rds of60 a?. 8z?r!.!E r?lrJr 
I.00 122snm arty r&3 
,4 8%mn nortar base plates 
2 6Omm mortar base plates 
2 C&l .50 w; 
6 1.2,7~~m anti-aircraft % 
2m 
3M60m 
45 SKS rifles 
40 AKL$7% 
82Hnn mortar aiming stakes 
1 East Germ4n MG 
i. K&3 rifb%J 

Ant~tioated in Objec$&ve Area Prior fo Operatioq Order of Battle holdings 
prior to -6pg&tion Apache Snow showed at least two and probably three NVA 
Infantry Remnts, the 6th, 9th and one other Rcgimn$astrids the nor*~cxm 
end of the A Shau Valley along &th an unknown number of smaller rear service 
and combat support units, The 6th and 9th Regiments had been recalled or 
pushed by the prsssure of two earl&w operaMona, Dewey Canyon and Mastsechw ~3t.+: 
Striker, to draw closer to the present tertirms of the enemy line of comnm- 
icat2.m (IAC) from Laos in aasc Ama dial, It ~19.3 antfcfpatcd that the enemy 
had stific5ent strength in and around Base Area 6~. to offer signtficant 
opposition to an Allied penetration of the northern A Shau Valley if he elected 
to stand and fight for the supplies undolJb%edly cached there and for the 
la?ariously constructed LOG wMch wou3.d ti interdicted by Operatian Apache 
Snow, 

b, &ap& mth md S&,&~&y&Jy Fpd As Oneration Was Co&cted: 
While the elements of the 3d Marine Division met only light and sporadic 
opposition in the southern Da Krong Valley, elements cl' the 1Olst Airborne 
Division (AN) and 1st ARV?I Division met considerable ansmy resistance in the 
northern A Shau Valley, In the early morning hours of 13 May 1969, FSB Airborne 
vas atticked Qy a large enemy force which was identified by a PU as the entire 
K6 Battalion (,&CA 806th Battalion), 6th MVA Regfmsnt, On 16 May 1.969, 3/l 
ARVR Battalion captured a map and several documents, including a battle plan 
dated 22 April 1969, which indicated that the enemy force charged with the 
mission of protecting transportation routes and road junctions in the northern 
porM.on of the A Shau Valley was the 37th Battalion (possibly AKA 33 figineer 
Rattalion~, Binh Tram 42, These same documents indicated the presence of the 
45th Battalion (possibly AU 4th Engineer Battalion), Binh Tram 42, which was 
responsible for the routes and road junctions in the southern A Shau Valley, 
While these u.n5* "s *vere not confirmed by contact, other documents provided 
additional evidence that rear service units of the 559th Transportation Group 
were actkve in the Apache Snow area of operation (AO), The 3d Battalion, 
187th Infantry established contact with a well entrenched and determined 
force of the 29th NVA Regiment mediately follaJing their combat assault 

enemy 

UNCLASSIFIED 

l1 V .l. .~"··JI..J.l 

;.1)}\JECT~ Corubut Operation:.; !\ftf:H" rlction ;i.eport (ReS: }/.AC J)-.32)(hI) 

20 RUt1Si&n trucks 
';0 \'1 l"v""le" ,./ , LU ... -.' "". \,'" 

500 truck head lamp::., 
6 bulldozers 
1 jeep 
2000 kg rice 

UNCLASSIFIED 

5000 meters of commo 'Wire 
Unkno'lm type of auto tools 
3000 Ib TNT 
50 fuzes 
2000 ft det cord 
10,000 anti-aircraft rds 
5000 SA rds 

8" (S) INTELLIGENCE: 

16 C'loes ann 3000 r(b of &0 i!l(! 8/.Jl1!D !!10[ 

100 122m:n arty rds 
4. 82mm mortar base plates 
2 60mm mortar base plates 
2 ell-I .. 50 t(; 

6 12 .. 7mm anti-aircraft MG 
2 LKi 
.3 M60 MJ 
45 SKS rifles 
40 AJ{..47 Q S 

82nm mortar aiming stakes 
1 East German MJ 
4 K4.'3 rifles 

ii., ~§~ .. Q(.memv ,s,tururlh.a...Lo!(,atiQIlfb...Diapqaitio!} and Si...tuation 
!ntig~D~1~g_1ll-9Qieet!ve Area ~ior_to Queration: Order of Battle holdings 
prior to Operation Apache Snow shoved at least two and probably three NVA 
Infantry Regiloonts, tha 6th.9 9th and one other Regimen~ astride the northern 
end of the A Shau Valley along with an unknown number of smaller rear service 
and combat support units", The 6th and 9th Regiments had ~en recalled or 
pushed by the pressure of two earlier operations, De'Wey Canyon and Massachll' ,.~t..}: 
Striker, to draw closer to the present terminus of the enemy line of co~­
ication (LOC) from Laos in Base Ar~a 61L, It w.s anticipated that the enell!'J 
had sufficient strength in and 8TOlmd Base Area 611 to offer significant 
opposition to an Allied p~netration of the northern A Shau Val1~y if he elected 
to stand and fight for tile supplies undoubtedly cached there and for the 
lat~riously constructed LOC vhich WOQld be interdicted by Operation Apache 
Snow[\ 

be> .i!~~~[k~g~h .. and; Sitya~i.Qi1: .A..~1&.&lly Found As Operation .WIS Condue~d: 
While the elements of the 3d Marine Division met only light and sporadic 
opposition in the southern Da Krofig Valley~ elements of the 101st Airborne 
Division (~1) and 1st ARVN Division met considerable ene~ resistance in the 
northern A Shau Valley. In the early morning hours of 13 May 1969, FSB Airborne 
ws attacked by a large enemy force which was identified by a PW as the entire 
K6 Battalion (AKA 806th Battalion), 6th NVA Regiment. On 16 May 1969, 3/1 
ARVN Battalion captured a map and several documents, including a battle plan 
da.ted 22 April 1969, which indicated that the enemy force charged with the 
mission of protecting transportation routes and road junctions in the northern 
portlon of the A Sl't..e.u Valley was the 37th Battalion (possibl:r AKA 3d Engineer 
Ba ttalion), Binh Tram 42" These same documents indicated the presence of the 
45th Battalion (possibly AKA 4th Engineer Battalion), Binh Tram 42, 'Which ws 
responsible for the routes and road junctions in the southern A Shau Valley. 
'While these units were not confirmed by contact, other documents provided 
additional evidence that rear service units of the 559th Transportation Group 
were actbre in the Apache Snow a.rea of operation (AO).. The 3d Battalion, 
l87th Inf~~try established contact with a well entrenched and determined enemy 
force of the 29th NVA Regiment immediately follcwing their combat assault 

UNCLASSIFIED 



“‘+ ,@m units .‘;~~~t~~d~d_Ot~~iflc~t _.-uIII 
Oper~;ion Apache Sn<~w, 

ini;e~;bgmf2q: Dxr3-q; 
units 5f the 6th and 29th WA Regiments and 559th Trans- 

portat-Lc.2 Croup 'were XdantlfZed, Tha 806th Battalia and K12 Sapper Ebttalion, 
6th &WA Rsgimen,lt, were Sdenttffed In the attack at FSB Airborne while the 7th 
and 8th En%talionrt, 29$,h WA Rcg%.ment, ware identified in contact on Done AF Bia. 
Documents cap-tured fn. the ~xorthem A Shau Valley outlined the miszian and 
operstfoss of the lY?th and &5%h Battalions, B.%nh Tram 42, Tenuous evidence 
indicates that element s of Wese and other service and support units were 
contacted during the opesa‘@%on, It was also learned that elements of the 
9th WA Xegimn% had oecupbd tbe area just prior to tieration Apache Snow, 
but could not be identWLed in contactc 

(I.? PSYGF actieitlas ,Ln support of !.pache Snow were primm3l.y leaflet 
disse&.xatioc and ae~faT. 1.oudspeakcr 't?madcasts,, 

SUBJECT '; 

'-\1 !C'" • UNCLASSIFIED '/'/ ·.:J,:u t 1 rjCj 
Comba: C'rpeTll.tiun,s After ;\ c t..tou Heport (HCS. MAC J3- J~) (KI) 

into an LZ nea.r Dong Ap Bi~ • H:U.l 937 Q A N capt.ur~d on 20 ~.ay 1909 sta.ted 
that the 7th arld 8th BattalIons and the Regimental Headquarters of the 29th 
NVA Hegiment had arr.ived at Dong Ap Bie only 15 days earlier ", He further 
stated that his cornpa.ny~ 'which had arrived ion t.he area vith 100 men, wa3 nO'll 
able to muster only 20 men" Captured documents and other PWs confirm th~.s data. 

c (' Kl1~Jlri1t~ .I~lltiill9......~<LQ.1t'~X~gAA:t. IntelJ.J.gegc~: During 
Operation Apache Snolo':" units of the 6th and 29th NVA Regiments and 559th Trans­
portati.on Groupw-ere ld~ntlfie(.L The 806th Battalion and K12 Sapper &ttalion, 
6th NVA Regiment" 'Were identified :tn the attack at FSB Airborne "1hile the 7th 
and 8th Batt.alion3~ 29t.h NVA Reg:tment~ weIre identified in contact on Dong Ap Bia. 
Documents captured in. the northern A Shall Valley outlined the miseion and 
operations of the37t..~ and 45th Ba.tta.lions~ Binh Tram 42., Tenuous evidence 
indicates that elements of these and other service and support units 'Were 
contacted during the operation" It was also learned that elements of the 
9th WlA Regiment had occupied the a-rea just prior to Operation Apache Snov, 
but could not be identifIed in contact" 

d~, Qf&£r,J,R~~g~;' .... Q~[ .. ,~;t~).;lJi'\'~Ql~~1Ml~~AL"gE;illJa1_Fe~:tures.r-Observa ti on tt,n~ 
!.vern;,~~~L.AJlRt;;,2~~l}/ The A.pa\~he Snov AO is comprised of two rugged terrain 
compartment:::.,,; 01~ the not,thwe~t,,~ the multiple valleys and streams .... h1ch are 
the headwt..eTs of. the Da Krm~,g Rlve:r~ p...nd to the southeast, the upper end of 
the A Shau Val1ey,_, Th~5~ ":o:!l1la.r.tmentM are divlu~d by a vatershed running 
southwest to nor.tneast and defined fairly accurately by the boundary between 
Quang TTl and T1ro.a., Thien l'r..:nrirl;~fH!r' 'l'he area is dominatftd by' a mountain chain 
on the ea.3t~ which ineludes Dong Ngai (l77/~m)" the highest peak in the XXIV Corps 
AD" 

IlfJ - ~LtQ~£.;; The w~ather durIng Opera.t...l.on Apaehe Snov was primarily 
influenc;r,.j b-.r the Southwest. Monsoon, Skies w~re ge~e":"~ll~T fair and most 
cloudin€;s8 ~5 ~aui5~d by i801ated afternoon and evening thunderstorms. Ceilings 
in the vicinity of the thunderstorm activity vere 1500 to 3000 feet and 
v).sibili t.ies wer~ t.~mpor8.1":ily reduced to 2 to 5 miles in rain shovers" The 
weath~r condttioDS a.,glso~iated with thunders'tot1Jl activity vore generally of 
short duration tiS ':'he thunderl:rtorms moved through the a.rea" 'l'ht! surface 
winds of tbe SO'Uf".oWG;3t }-lonsoo:~ 'W'ere frl!!quently of Iroderate intensity during 
~ht.., afterr,C(IDS wi.th gUBt"S 01' 20 to 30 knots", Isolated gusts of 40 knots \rere 
reported.,: l)JJring the pe,r..lod 26 - 28 May~ a weak cold front moveu through the 
ro'ea ,.,d th 'Wide spread low ':21 oud:in~ss and rain" Ceilings lowered to obscure 
the mcut1.t.air, tops but improved by' the. morning of 29 May Q 

(1) PSYOF a.-;tivi tIes '!..n support of /.pache SnO"W' yere primarily leaflet 
dissemination and aeria.l loudspeaker broadcas'ts .. , 

(2) The 3d Mar Di v supported the c!1eraJ.:,jon ,.nth the dissemination of 
2,04;.?:,~O(lO les.f] ets (Ant.i, .. NVA and Ch'ieu Hoi) and aer:tal broadcasts t.otalling 
2 hcurs B.nd 55 m1.m.lt"",s of st€~nd!Hd t.apes 0 Also utilized during the operation 
" .. as th('; :r.,(~v;y d~v~loped "'Fa:,ly W::srd '! system., on 13 May b~tLA~~,~"fDsulted 

,,_"~~I'" c 



(3) The 181st Airborns Division (AM) supported tha operation with the 
dissemination of 5,31O,@QO leaflets (Anti-WA and Chiau Hoi) and aarlaf 
broadcasts totalltig 47 hours and 40 minutes. 

(&) Total Leaflet dissemination by both d2~visions in support of Gperation 
Apache Snow wag 7,35Z,OOO while aarfal broadcasting time totalled 50 hours and 
35 minutes 0 

(5) Captured food-stuff: A small percentage of the food-stuff captured 
during Apache Snow was destroyed due to its condition. The remafndar was 
distributed to the paopla of Phung Diein, Quang Dien, Eueng Tra, and Barn Efoa 
Districts, 

Commencbg D-Day9 XXIV Corps, in coordinat;fon and cooperation with the 
1st A.RW D%visfon, conduct ~pasations in northern A Shau Valley - southern 
Da Krong Valby to destroy enemy forces a.rxI lmt;allat~o~~fic the AC, 

(1) Occiipy suwthtrn Da bong Valley on DJhy, 

(2) Block enemy escape into Ima &Long Da Krong Vdlay Road, Concmmmntly, 
int@rdPctRoute 922 b fl%re, 

(3) Conduct operations in zone to destroy enemy fcrses and install.ations, 

co -@Be DSvisXcm t&b&: In coordlna%ion wfth 1st ARW Beg-t: 

(1) Occur northern II Shau Valley on D-Day* 

(2) Black enemy oscapcs into Laos alorg Route 922 bxbd interdict RUKI~XJ 548. 

(3) Conduct operations in zone to destroy enemy forces and installations. 

6 
UNCLASSIFIED 

f'.Vll,,-l.TL.T '''7 A.'""utlt 1%9 
SUBJEC'i'! C0m~t. Openl.tiontl After Action Report (ReS: MAC J3-.32) (Kif 

UNCLASSIFIED 
in 17 Ern being located o Two ""ere Hoi Chanhs and the remaining 15 were 
innocent ci v:11ians" The Bru assisted in guiding the marines to several small 
enemy caches and reported that the enemy had been ordered to avoid co~t&ct witt 
the marines 0 

(3) The lOlst Airborns Division (AM) supported the operation with the 
dissemination of 5,310~OOO leaflets (Anti-HiA and Chieu Hoi) and aeri&l 
broa.dcasts t,ot..a.lling 47 hours and 40 minutes 0 

(4) ToW leaflet dissemination by bot.h divisions in support of Operation 
Apache Snow was 7~352~OOO 'while aerial broadcasting time totalled 50 hours and 
35 minutes" 

(5) Captured food-stuff: A small percentage of the food-stuff captured 
during Apach~ Snw was destroyed due to its condition. The remainder was 
distributed to the peoplt! of Phung Dien, Quang Dien; Huang Tra, and Nam HoB. 
Districts c 

9(> (8) MISSION: 

Commencing D""Day, XXIV Corps, in coordination and cooperation with thf' 
1st ARVN Division, cor~uct operations in northern A Shau Vall~ - southern 
De. Krong Valley to destroy enemy forces and installation-IS i:[o the AD .. 

100 (8) G0NCEP'r OF OPERATIONS:;; 

a" ~u.l~ On D,..,DaY)I elements of participating divisions will conduct 
combat assaults into their respective assigned areas of operations (AO·s). 
Routes within their respective assigned areas of operations will be int~r­
dieted &3 closely as possible to the Laotien bordero Subsequent operations 
will be characterized by meticulous search for enemy forces, base areas, and 
supply ce.ches 0 DivIsions w:t.l1 be prepared to support or reinforce adjacent 
uni ts as required" 

b" Jsi. Mar",:iJl~ Prnsj.O]!g 

(1) Occupy sou.thern Da Krong Valley on D-Day 0 

(2) Block enemy escape into Laos along Da Krong Valley Road. Con~lJrr.ntly, 
interdict Route 922 by f:i.re o 

(3) Conduct operations in zone to destroy enem;y forces and installations. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Occupy northern A Shau Valley on D-D~o 

Block enemy escape into Li:-oS along Route 922 and interdict RouUJ 548. 

Conduct operations in zone to destroy enemy forc~s and installations. 

6 
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d* Coord~natina Xn:,truct&=g: UNCL.ASSlFlED 

(I) The operational nickname for this operation is "Apache Snow"., 

(2) Effective on Corps order, !'Apache Snov?" A0 till be established as 
follows : From YJI 018200 to YD Z22200, to 32 &75970, to YC :Nf;WO, thence no. 
west along the Laotian border to YD 018200.i The boundary be",;4een 7015-t 
Airborne Division (KM) and the 3d &rine Division will be as follows: Fl-OIQ 
YC 160985 north along grid line 16 to YD 160037, north to YD 165057, northea 
to YD 180078, north to YD 180093, east to YD 195097, northeast to YD 245150, 
then northeast along stream to A0 boundary at YD 263"167, 

(3) The road running northeast from YD 076025, crossing the Da Krong at 
YD 153097, then to YD 24.5151, then south generally following stream to YD 25 
is temperarily designated as Da Krong Valley Road, 

Prior to D-Day9 10 May 1969, the Ist <rnd 3 ARVN Rements and the 
3C; Btigade 10'9st Airborne Division, established three forward mutually 
supporting'fire bases at FSB Bradley (YD 278122), FSB Airbcrne (YD 355070) 
and FSB Currahee (YC 399949>. The 3/5 Cavalry, OJiWM 3d Brigade, assumed 

FSB Blaze (YD 535C20), FSB Bastogne 
and provided security for engineer 

forces upgradtig Route 543' .tiom I;fue to the A &au Vali.sf. Three US Infantry 
Battalions, one AWN Infa.ntry B8ttalion, and one ARW Infantry Company (Rein 
were staged into a marshalling wea in the vicinity of FSB Blaze. In the 
northern portion of the AO the 9th Marine Regiment (m)(Reinf) staged twe 
battalions in the upper Da Krang Vail,ey north of i'ne 36 E4 gr$d lfV.O. n-8-3 ALUQ QULA 
e&.&lish& i%B ii-aor (‘x”u =l&3igt;), k D-Day, sti sx?an~-~ver 'battalioils 
(3TJSkmy, 1 US4Cand2ARVN)madea vcombat essault .j,iltO six serbrate Lz!s 
along the Laotian border in the A Shau Valley and & Krong Valley, After 
searching and clearing the &urnediate LZ areas, these six battalions along 
with 2/9 Matines began extensive RIF operations away from the Lzs?to locate 
and capture or destroy enemy forces and supplies and to interdict Route 54.8 
and the Da Krong Valley Road. On D-Day, additional fire support bases were 
established at FSB Erskine (YD 164107) and FSB Turnage (YD 2&50(X), coqleti: 
a chain of mutually supporting fire bases,, OR D+7, another AilVN infantry 
Battalion made a combat assault into an LZ along the Laotfan border and 
commenced RIF operations, The 3,/5 Cavalry continued to provide security 
for the fire -bases and engineer forces along Route 547 and prqared for 
armored cavalry operations in the A Shau Valley upon completing of the road 
construction, 

b, &Day ("10 May 7969), after extensive coordinated air and artillery 
preparations, the combat assault- began% At 073Ofi, l/506 Infantry (-> comba- 
assaulted vicinity YC 312949; at 0801H, 3/187 Infantry combat assaulted vi& 
YC 320988; at 0918H, l/9 Marines com)lrat assaulted into F'S3 Erskine; at 1001H, 
2/5Oi Inf.xdxy (-1 combat assaulted vicinity YD 288015, At lWOH, 4./7 ARVN 
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(1) The operational nickname for this operation is trA p9.che Snow" .. 

(2) Effective on Corps order, !'Apache Sno"'" AO will be established 88 

follows: From YD 018200 to YD 222200, to YC l/15970, to YC J05970, thence no 
west along the Laotian border to YD 018200. The boundary betA80n 101st 
Airborne Division (AM) and the 3d Y~rine Division will be as follows: From 
YC 160985 north along grid line 16 to YO 160037, north to YO 165057, northea 
to YO 180078, north to YD 180093, east to YO 195097, northeast to YO 245150, 
then northeast along stream to AD bourrla~ at YO 263161 0 

(3) The road running northeast from YD 076025, crossing the Da Krong at 
YO 153097, then to YO 2451519 then south generally following stream to YO 25 
is temperarily designated as Da Krong Vall6.1 Reade 

11 • (C) ~CUTION,: 

a e Prior to D-Day, 10 May 1969, the 1st and 3d ARVN Regiments and the 
3ci Brigade, 101 st Airborne Division, established three forward mutua~ly 
supporting fire bases at FSB Bradley (YD 278122), FSB Airbc:'"Il€ (In 355070) 
and FSB Currahee (YC 399949) e The 3/5 Cavalry, O~ON 3d Brigade, assumed 
security of three existing fi~e bases~ FSB Blaze (YO 535020), FSB Bastogne 
(YO 620(95) and FSB Cannon (YD 47.3029) and provided security for engineer 
forces upgrading Route 547 :from Hue t.o the A Shau Vallet. Tbrc~ US Infantry 
Battalions, one ARVN Infantry Battalion, and one ARVN Infantry Company (Rein 
were staged into a marshalling area in the vicinity of FSB Blaze. In the 
northern portion of the AO the 9th Marine Regiment (-)(Rein£) staged two 
battalions in the upper Da Krong Valley north of the 16 Bali grid lina and 
established FSB Razor (YD 143186)~ On D-Day, six manA")ver battalions 
(3 US Army, 1 USMC and 2 ARVN) made a combat e.ssault ~~~lto six ser-urate LZfs 
along the Laotian border in the A Shau Valley and Da Krong Valley. After 
searching and clearing the immediate LZ areas, these six battalions along 
with 2/9 Marines began extensive RIF operations awy from the LZs ~to locate 
and capture or destroy enemy forces and supplies and to interdict Route 548 
and the Da Krong Valley Road o On D-D~, additional fire support bases were 
established at FSB Erskine (YO 164107) and FSB Turnage (YO 245090), completi: 
a chain of mutually supporting fire bases f) On:o+1, another ARVN Infantry 
Battalion made a combat assault into an LZ along the Laotian border and 
commenced RIF operations., The 3/5 Cavalry continued to provide security 
for the fire bases and engineer forces along Route 547 and prepared for 
armored cavalry operations in the A Shau Valley upon completing of the road 
construction" 

b. D-Day (-10 May 1969), after extensive coordinated air and artillery 
preparations, the combat assault- began: At 0730fi, 1/506 Infantry (-) comba" 
assaulted vicinity YC 312949; at 0801H~ 3/187 Infantry combat assaulted vieil 
ye 320938; at 0918H, 1/9 Marines compat. assaulted into FSB Erskine; at 1001H: 
2/501 Inf.9ntry (-) combat assaulted vicinity In 2S8015" At 1020H, 4/1 ARVN 

UNCLASSIFIED 



:nl'sl?,ry &.ttdA.on ~rnb~k aesmlt;od v5ciA.ty YI4 25004% rino at 13ij(_H c reinforce 
k~t‘.xn‘kt~ &xxkpany of 2/l ARVN Infantry B;ltta:!.ion combat assaulted into FSB 
Turlxlge o Smll &T-m5 fire W!IS received during the combat assaults by 4/1 I-RVN, 
2jl ARVfi ad l/9 Marines., At FSB Turnage, ;; CL-47 wws domed vrl Liie LZ Kiti 
no casuulties and ~r.!inor damage, At FSD Erskine, a CJL4G received fl.re Firirj 
ci*ashed resulting in 7 fr%endJy KIAbs :Lnd 5 WIA (WAC), Concurrent with 
the con&t assaults, Z/9 Wines conducted RIF operations vicinity and south 
of FSB Razor while J/2 ARVN Tnfsnixy Battalion conducted RIF operations 
immediately south of the A0 bounclarg vicinity Ta Bat, 

T-t+1 (11 May 1969): 3/l ARVH Infantry Ba,ttaJ..ion combat aasatited vicinit:; 
XD 197044 with negatdvo contact,, At 1625H, E/3/187 Infantry began to 
receive SAY and % fire vicirsitg YC 325982 which marked the beginning of the 
battle for Dong Ap Xa Mountain, Details of this battle are covered in 
Inclosure J., 

Dj-2 (12 May lys): The operation continued generally as planned, tith 
tinor contact, except for l/506 and 3/18'? Infcr,try enjoined fin the -&ttle 
of Dong Ap Bfa Mountain,, 

D+3 (13 May 19691);: The f irst devia%i.on to the original pl.~ occurred on 
thiLs date after 5+‘2/5OI.. Infantry and artillery at FSB Airbone received a 
hemy sapper attack at 0335Ho 2/501 Infantry (-) was extracted from PZs 
along the Laotian border to the vicinity of FSB Airborne and began extensive 
RIFs to pzlrsue and destroy the enemy in the area, 

II+23 (1.8 M&y 1569): In the tattle for" Dmg Ap Bfe Mountain, the 3/187 Infantry 
fought its way to the military crest on t,h, p north while the l/506 Infantry 
assaulted up the slope from thei. SOPIL~I., The 3/X87 Infantry began to receive 
hea%? fire from Xy~th. flanks and, wYth little daylight remaining, the decision 
was made to reinforce for the final sssault, At 1830R A/2/506 Infantry 
was combat assaulted vicinity YL 32OW? and became OPCON 3/18? Infantry. 

D-+9 (19 M%y 19693 s At 1317H 2/3 ARVI? combat assaulted ticiaity YC 338974 
and st 1515X 2/501 Infantry (-> combat assaulted vicinity YC 332?22. 
3/5 Cav%lryp provi.dLng sec??_r.i+,y along Route 547A, was chopped OPCW to the 
2d Brf.gnde reducing the spm of cont~rol for the 3d Brigade, 

Dt.10 (20 Iby 1969; 1: 7,62X7 InTatry (Reinf), Z/501 Infantry, l/506 Infantry 
and 2/3 ARVN succe~sfullg assaulted and drove the 7th and 8th Battalions of 
the 29th WA Regiment from the mountain stroughold and began a detal.1g.d 
search of the area,, 

D-b11 !2.l May 19@) 3 3/187 *ins chopped OPCON to the 2d Brigade and moved 
to the coastal. arm of the dlv:isiou A0 w9i?le 2/506 becxme OPCOR to the 
jd Erigade and the BattnlMn. (-.) moved to and commenced RIP operations 
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.bt'PJltl·Y 13..~l.tt..alion combat assaulted vicinity YD 250042 and at 1300H a reinfo!'<;<..;,. 
Infantl'Y Company of 2/1 ARVN Infantry BattaJion comlJat assaulted into FSB 
Turnage" Small arms fire \IUS recei\r8d during the combat assaults by 4/1 ARVN) 
2/1 ARVN and 1/9 Me.rine~" At FSB Turnage, (l CE-47 vas do\.r;:'led un LIlf; L2 vi th 
no casualties anci mInor damage u At FSB Erskine, a CH-46 received flre and 
cl'ashed resu.lt.ing in 7 friendly KIAY s and 5 WIA (EVAC)& Cont.-urrent \lith 
the combat assaults, 2/9 Marines conducted RIF operations vicinity and south 
of FSB Razor \lhile 3/2 ARVN Infantry Battalion conducted RIF operations 
immediately south of the AO bounclar'Y vtcinity Ta Bat" 

D+l (11 May 1969)~, 3/1 ARVN Infantry Bnt.ta.lion combat aasau2.ted vicinity 
YD 1970LJr with negative contact., At 1625H, B/3/187 Infantry began to 
receive SAF and M:i fire 'Vicinity ye 325982 \lhich marked tbe beginning of 
battle for Dong Ap Bia Mountaino Details of this battle are covered in 
Inclosure 1~ 

D+2 (12 May 19(9)~ The operation continued generally as pla1.lDed, \lith 
mi.nor contact, except for 1/506 and 3/187 Infactry enjoined in the battle 
of Dong Ap Bia MotUltain" 

D+3 (13 May 1969);:; The first deviation to the original plan occurred on 
this date after A/2/501 Infantry and artillery at FSB Airborne received a 
heavy sapper attack at 0335Ho 2/501 Infantry (-) was extracted from PZs 
along the Laotian border to the '\Ticini.ty I)f FSB Airborne and began extensive 
RIFs to pursue and destroy the e!lemy in the area" 

DtJ+ through IH? (1/+ May 1969 '. :1.7 Hay 1969), The opc::-ation continm:d generally 
as planned with hBav-y contact on Dong Ap B:i.a Mountain c 

D+8 (18 May 1969) g In the battle for Dong Ap Bia Mountain, the 3/187 Infantry 
fought its yay to the military crest on the north while the 1/506 Infantry 
assaul ted up the slope from the sOHth,) The 3/187 Infantry began to receive 
hea",)" fire from 1:Y.)t.h flanks and) ",1 th little daylight rema.ining, the decision 
was made to reinforce for the final 8.ssault" At l830H A/2/506 Infantry 
was combat assaulted vicinity :1\ .. .320989 and became OPCON 3/187 Infantry" 

D+9 (19 M.'lY 1969)~ At l.3.l7H 2/.3 ARVN combat assaulted vicinity ye 338974 
and at 1515H 2/501 Infantry (~) combat assaulted vicinity Ie 332922. 
3/5 Cavalry 9 providing sec,-.u":i+,y along Route 547A, ws chopped OPCON to the 
2d Brigade reducing thp. span of ;~ont'iol for the 3d Brigade" 

1)+10 (20 May 1969;:~ 3!lB? Infantry (Beiof), 2/501 Infantry, 1/506 Infantry 
and 2/3 ARVN succ6~sfully assaulted and drove the 7th and 8th Battalions of 
the 29th NV A Regiment from the mountain st.ronghold and began a. detailed 
search of the area (, 

D+11. (21 May 1969) (~ 3/187 vas chopped OPCON to the 2d Brigade a.nd moved 
to the coastal. area. of the division AO -w}yl.le 2/506 became OPCON to the 
3d Briga.de and the Battalion (-,) moved to and commenced RIF of>erations 
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D+12 (22 Nay- lc)@): The semai~de~ of 2/506 rxwed to FSE Airborne and began 
extensive search of ,the Warehouse 54 area0 

D-k93 -tf;r~@h C-w (23 - 27 l&y 1969 j 2 ii?/501 Infantry, l/f336 Infantry an? 
213 A.NS Infantry continued clear and search of Dong Ap Bia Mountain with 
YL/50t.-~ moving south, %/3 ARVN moving southwest, and Z/501 continuing to 
search on the crest, Dur'ag this period, engineers w$.th the 9th M&rine 
Regiment completed a series of four cuts and 'blocks of the Da Gong Valley 
Road to deny the enemy immediate future use of the road, 

m-18 (28 May 1969): The 9th Marine RegSment began withdrawal from Operatioa 
Apache Snow with l/S &rines lifting to Vandegrift Combat Base and the closing 
of FSB Erskine, 

Imy (29 May 2969): The 9th I4ar.m~~ Regimz:t withdrawal continued with the 
lift of 2/9 I43rines (-) to Vandsgrfft Combat Base, 

D-220 (30 b!ay 1.969): The 9th Marine Regtient withd:awaL continue4 with the 
lift of a.dxi.ll~ry elements to Vandegrff~ Combat Base, 

lx-21 (31 ida? 1969): The remainder of the 9th Marine Regimenat lifted to 
Vandegrfft Comb& E&se and 3d Harlne DB~isS.on participation 5n Operation 
Apache Snow terminated at 3L180SM May 1yh90 

Ix-22 -td-lrOU~il De5 (1 = pc June 1969) E The >d Airborne Brigade and 3d ARVM 
Regimat contjinued opera-Uons, with l/506 Infantry and 2/Y A.RVH Infantry 

continuing RliF operations southwest to FSB Cwrahee and vicinity, Ths 
2/50l. 1nfmtr-y conducted RIP operation nort;Sleast toward the A Shau Valley 
23.50X+ 0 

~26 (5 he 1969): The 4,/I ARVN Infantry was extracted from vicinity 
YD 278066 to La Vang and terminated thee participation fn Operation 
Apache Snow* 

DA-27 (6 June 1y69a Operaticm continued vicinity FSB9s Currahee, Airborne, 
Bradley and Turnage and northeast of Dong Ap B5a. 

D-i-28 (7 June 1969) z The 3d Airborne Brigade and 3 ARVN Regiment terminated 
Operation Apache Snow effective 072400N June 19690 

12 (c) lGESULTS: The objectives of Operation Apache Snow were successfully 
cyy-pjgj (Jut, A series of mutually supporting fire support bases from FSB 
Curr&ee OHX the south to FSB Razor on the north was established,, The multi- 
battalion combined operation in the south was a campaign in which the energy 
ws 9 d f5xed and ~thod.%cally destroyed, 
fu.E.~~obked on the north 

The 9th Marine Fsghent success- 
thus denying the enemy reinforcing entrance or 

withdrawal from the A Shau'Valley along the Da Krong Valley Roarf., and interdicted 
the road to deter enemy use of’ it in the future. The resui.t ,:f fhis ojz:i'.iti.on 
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vicinity FSB Airborne" 1/506, 2/501 and 2/3 ARVN continued to search 
Dong Ap Bfa Mountaino 

D+12 (22 May 1969):; The remainder of 2/506 moyed to FSB Airborne and began 
extensive search of the Warehouse 54 area" 

D+13 throug.'-l D+17 (23 ,... 27 May 1969);; 2/501 Infantry, 1/506 Infantry and 
2/3 All.YN Infantry continued clear and search of Dong Ap Bia Mountain 'Wi th 
1/506 moving south, 2/3 ARVN moving southwest, and 2/501 continuing to 
search on the crest.. Dur.ing this period, engineers with the 9th Marine 
Regiment completed a series of four cuts and blocks of the Da. Krong Valley 
Road to deny the enemy i~ediate future use of the road o 

D+l$ (28 May 1969): The 9th Narine Regiment began withdrawal from Operation 
Apache Soov 1<1i th 1/9 l-f.arines lifting to Vandegrift Combat Base and the closing 
of FSB Erski..~eo 

D+19 (2'9 May 1969): The 9th Marina RegiILent withdrawal continued with the 
lift of 2/9 }/J8.I"ines (.-) to Vandegrift Combat Base, 

D+20 (30 May 1969) g The 9th Marine Regiment wi thd_'awal continuoo vi th the 
lift of artillery elements to Vandegri~t Combat Base o 

D+21 (.31 May 1969) g The remainder of the 9th Marine Regiment lifted to 
Vandegrift Combat Base and 3d Marine Division pal"ticipation in Operati.on 
Ap~che Snow terminated at 311800H May 196ge 

D+22 through 0+25 (1 "', 4 J'Wle 1969) ~ The 3d Airborne Brigade and 3d ARVN 
Regiment continued opera.tions~ with 1/506 Infantry and 2/3 ARVN Infantry 

continuing RIP operations southwest to F'SB Gurrahee and vicinity 0 The 
2/501 Infantry conducted RIF operation. nortbeast toward. the A Shau Valley 
noor" 

D+26 (5 June 1969) ~ The 4/1 ARVN Infantry was extracted from vicinity 
YO 278066 to La Vang and terminated their participation in Operation 
Apache Snoll., 

1)+27 (6 June 1969~ Operation continued vicinity FSBt s Currahee, Airborne, 
Bradley and Turnage and northeast of Dong Ap Bia~ 

D+ 28 (7 June 1969) g The 3d Airborne Brigade and 3d ARVN Regiment terminated 
Operation Apache Snow effective 072400H June 19690 

12 (C) RESULTS~ The objectives of Operation Apache Snow were successfully 
carried out.. A series of nrutually supporting fire support bases from FSB 
Currahee on the south to FSB Razor on the north vas establishedo The mnlti­
battalion combined operation in the south was a campaign in which the ene~ 
was found, fixed and methodically destroyed o The 9th Marine Fsgiment su~~~ss­
full]" blocked on the north, thu.s denying the enemy- reinforcing entrance or 
withdrawal from the A Shau Valley along the Do. Krong Valley Roa~, and 1nterdicted 
the road to deter enemy use of it in the future a 'l'he resul.t '. ... f t.his OpETd.tion 
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was the destruction of the combat effectivemms of the mawever batkIlo= 
of the 29th IWA Begfmant and .Cts Headquarters and Technical Unite, V%C% 
forced the broken elements to retreat across the border into Laos, It alao 
denied them use (sf the northern A Shau Valley as either a staging area for 

Other 

Grain (Tbs) 

Demolitions (Ibs) 

Docmmnts (Ibs) 

Vehicles 

BunkePs 

Struct;arres 

attack or as a storage area for 

. I 

KU 

km 

TmAL 

1021 

6 

413 

UJ. 

555,451 

7,426 

8,346 

1,375 

26,002 

56,486 

l&475 

47025 

53 

1575 

731 

TOTAL 

121 

n9 
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was the destruction of the combat effeet1ven668 of the JIUUluever battalions 
of the 29th IN A Regiment and its Headquarters and Technical Unite., ~ich 
forc~ the broken elements to retreat across the border into La080 It a1ao 
denied them use of the northern A Shau Val1e~ as either a staging area for 
attack or as a storage &rea for supplies o 

ENEMY_~O~S~ 

!!§ ARVN TC1l'AL - c.c= 

KIA 792 229 1021 

PW 6 0 6 

WPNS: IWe 273 3t.O 613 

CSWC 41 100 141 

SA AImno 215,451 340,000 555,451 

CS Ammo 29426 5,000 7,426 

Mortar Ammo 3))346 5,000 8,346 

RPG 835 540 1,375 

Other 15 9 202 10,800 26,002 

Grain (lbs) 44'17;1 11,735 56,486 

Demolitions (Ibs) 200 14,275 11 .. ,475 

Documents (lbs) 10 0 25 37 47025 

Vehicles 13 40 53 

Bunkers 1.318 257 1575 

Structures 425 306 731 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
----~ ~ 

.It§ ARVH TOT4& -
KIA . 90 31 121 

WIA 582 137 719 
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SUBJSCT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MAC J3-32)(KI)" 

13. (C) ADMINISTRATIYE MUTERS: UNC~SSiFirrCf 

a., w: The resupply to troops in the field was accomplished exclusive:6 
by helicopter, e from Yandegrift Combat Base and Camp Evans for Marine Corps unit: 
and from Camp Eagle, Camp Evans or FSSE at FSB Birmingham for Amlp* units. Be- 
supply by US to ARYN units was accomplished by 1Olst Airborne Division (AM) 
helicopters, 

(1) mtity of supplies prcvided to combat units by class: 

CLASS 

I arid Water 1572 

11 12 

IXX 2238* 

xv G9 

v 43u 

other em 

+ Includes al1 Class XXI and IIIA 

(2) LsgfstieaJ. aviation requirements by sortbes: 

US MARIFlE CORPS (S/TON1 

TXPEI%LICOPTBR 

u.5 

n 

736 

Ill 

us l4ARIrn CORPS 

a=%53 276 

XXIX Corps Headquarters e&tablfshed an intersetice support agreement 
"k-keen lOlst Airkrne Division (AM) and 3d Marine Division to provide 
additional CH-47 helicopter support to Marine Corps units and for the Army 
to issue munitions from Army stocks at Camp Evans to Marine Corps units on 
a reimburseable basis, 3d Marine Division would credit USMC ASP at Quang Trl. 
where the Army pick&. up the munitions and transported them to Camp Evans. 
The CH--L$?~~ lifted supplies from Camp Evans to Marine Corps cambat units. 
By lriftiw supplies from Camp &a?ls, the 1Olst Airborne Division (AM) 
controlled the use cf the helfcoptars but provided helicopter support to 
3d Harine Division units Zn the Apache Snow area of operation. 
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13. (C) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: UNCLASSIFIED 

e.,., §yppl:t~ The resupply to troops in the field vas accomplished exclusive:, 
by helicopters f:.'om Vandegrift Combat Base and Camp Evans for Marine Corps un1 t: 
and from Camp Eagle, Camp Evans or FSSE at FSB Birmingham for Army units. Re­
supply by US to ARVN un! ts was accomplished by lOlst Airborne Division (AM) 
helicopters 0 

(1) Quantity of supplies provided to combat units ~ class: 

~ US A.Rl1!.lS/TO~l US MARINE CORPS 
--=0 .... 

I and Water 1572 415 

II 12 

III 22.38* 12** 

IV 669 71 

V 4311 736 

Ot.her 900 ill 

* Includes all Class III and IlIA 

** Doea not. include IlIA 

(2) Logistical aviation requirements by sorties: 

ID:E r:~COPTER 

CH-46 

CH-47 

eH-53 

elL-54 

= 

1568 

US MARINE CORPS 
....."....' ... 

247 

95 

276 

5 

(SLTOru, 

XXIV Corps Headquarters established an interservice support agreement 
between lOlst Airborne Division (AM) and 3d Marine Division to provide 
additional CH-47 helicopter support to Marine Corps units and for the Ar~ 
to issu.e munitions from Army stocks at Camp Evans to Marine Corps units on 
a reimburseable basis o 3d Marine Division would credit USMC ASP at Quang Tri 
where the Army picked up the munitions and transported them to Camp Evans o 

The CH-47 t s lifted supplie3 from Camp Evans to Marine Corps cambat unit~. 
By lifting supplies from Camp Evans, the lOlst Airborne Division (AM) 
controlled the use of the helicopters but provided helicopter support to 
3d Marine Division units i.n the Apache Snow area of operation • 
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(1) The handling of cesualti.ea during Apache Snow wes considered satfs- 
f&@%OX=~” Evacr;atfaa. 0 f and care far rim personnel followed ~OXTIZLT~ channels, 
see In@l.osu"e 2, The large nurnbr UP casualtfes in Army personnel required 
a change 5.11 normal aeromedical evacuation channels from site of wound to 
hospit.al, The SOlst I&borne Div5.siom (AM) met this requirement by: 

(b) Evacuating casualties from FSB Blaze to Ilospita'ls wlf9;h G%-d? and 
non-medical IJIL-4 helicopters, 

(2) Due to the large number of caszlalties during Apache Snow, Corps 
medical personnel operated a Forward I4ediea.l Regulating Offlce (m0). 
This office insured that aX.I. available medical facilities were used and 
prev6;nted o~vercrawding of one facility uhlle others were idle, Durkng 
Apche Snow the FHtO accompPi.shed 9ta xissfon by 1186 of telephone. This 
re@red the hospital. selected to receive casualties or tha unit whose 
aircraft was transpor%ing the casualties to notify the aircraft at which 
hospital to land, This method, although not satYsfactory, did accomplish 
the tission during Apache Snow, Fsr satfsfactory operati.on the FMRO should 
be a@pped with a radio to make direr:t contact with the avacuation heI.Scopters. 

5 0 ~O~iGitiQ~$~ Communications support provided throughout the 
operation, over and above organic dkorisional assets, consisted of a 12 
cha.nnsl VHF sysa;srlin installed from Camp Eagle (HQ, lQ2st Airborne Division) 
to fTJ3 &wchtesga;-den (Ra, 3d Brigade (ND), X&t M.rborne DivM-on). 
XXIV Corps 0PLA.N ZO49 (DStisfon Support Conxunicat5oas Contingency Plan) 
was implemented prk~r ts the operation to comm.i% the necessary assets, 
On 10 Eqy 1969p eqtipment and personnel of the 63d Signal Battalfon, 
22ti Si nal Group, were helilifted to FSB Berchtesgarden and the system 
(FFH-58 k was actzbated, This 12 channel system provided the required command, 
control and fire dllrectioo communications between HQ, lOl.st &borne Division, 
3d Brigade (F'dD) at FSB Berchtesgarden and 3d Brigade (BEAR) at Camp Evans. 
0rgan.b~ %LE equ.%pment of the divisions provided the normal tactical ratio 
communicatious 0 '1ch.e .'M Mxrbe Division installed a 4 channel VBF system 
from Bandegrifb Comld Base to FSB RAZOR (HQ, 9th Marine Regiment) to 
supplement the radio n&s, 101st Ajsbrne Division installed 4 channel 
systems frum FSB Berchtesgarden to FSB Blase, FSB Currahee, and FSB Eagle's 
Nests to comp1et e the multLchanne1 system installed tithin tkmir A0 of 
Apache srzow, l.st AEY'.?~ Dfvisiun 3nstalled ~a *au/'?RC-1 system from Hue Citadel 

%.2 UNCLASSIFIED 
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b" ,l!.!il.i!L~!.:ma~,~; No signlficant lTl1J.intenance problemB were eac.ountered. 

(l) The handling of casualties during Apache Snoll 'Was considered sa.tis­
factory" 1!.vac-ua tiOD of and care for Marine personnel folloved normal c.b...annels, 
see Inclosure 20 The large number of ca.sualties in Army personnel required 
a change in normal aeromedical evacuation chamlels from 8i te of wound to 
hospitaL, The lOlst Airborne DivIsion (AM) met this requirement by: 

f' R 4--bli hi f d i .:l .... ·t t' p. d· 1 f~ i'lit ta) .,8'",,-'1 s, ng a orwar tr age anll re~USCl ~a 1 Vv 1'00 lCa.. ac _. y 
at FSB Blaze utilizing UH.-lil Dust orr an.d LOH heli<.:!opters to evacuate from 
site of wound to C Company at FSB Blaze" 

(b) Evacuating casualties from FSB Blaze to hospitals vith CH-47 and 
non,-medical UHo~.J belicopters () 

(2) Due to the large number of casual ties during Apache Snow, Corps 
medieal personn~l operated a Forward Medical Regula.ting Office (FMRO). 
This office insured that all available medical facilities vere used and 
prevented o'vercrowing of one facility while others yere idle" During 
Apache Snow the fl1RO accomplished its nnseion by use of telephone. This 
required the hospital selected to receive casualties or th~ unit whose 
aircraft was transporting the casualties to notify the aircraft at which 
hospital to lando This method, although not satisfactory, did accomplish 
the mission during Apache Sno~ 0 For sa.t.isfactory operati,on the FMRO should 
be equipped with a radio to make direet GGntact with the evacuation helicopters. 

6 0 Qolt!lJ!.U!licatiQn~p Co1lll!'lUD.ications support provided throughout the 
operation, over and above organic divisional asset~, consisted of a 12 
channel VHF system installed from Camp Eegl. (HQ, 101at Airborne Division) 
to FSB Berchtesga:rden (RQ, 3d Brigade (FWD)>> lOlst Airborne Division)., 
)~1IV Corps OPLAN 10-69 (Division Support Communications Contingency Plan) 
~ms implemented prior to the operation to commit the ne~es8ary assets o 

On 10 £~ 1969, equipment and personn-91 of the 63d Signal Battalion. 
12th Si~nal GrouP3 were helilifted to FSB Berehtesgarden and the system 
(FFH-58) was activated" This 12 channel system provided the required command, 
control and fire direction communications bet~en HQ, lOlst Airborne Division, 
3d Brigade (F'vlD) at FSB Bercbtesgarden and 3d Brigade (REAR) at Camp Evans .. 
Organic C-E equipment of the divisions provided the normal tactical radio 
communications 0 Th,e Jd Ma.'C"1ne Division installed a 4 channel VHF system 
from Vandegrift Combat Base to FSB R.azor (HQ, 9th Marine Regiment) to 
supplement the radio netso lOlst Airborne Division installed 4 channel 
systems from FSB Berchtesgarden to FSB Blaze, FSB Currahee~ and FSB Eagle's 
Nest to complete the multi-channel system installed within their AO of 
Apf.v~he Snowo 1st ARV1~ Divislon lnstalled an A..~/TRC-l system from Hue Citadel 
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I‘ . %&J2&&_ &&gj&&~,~ ,' The system of mrjdicaf evacuation us& 5~ the 
1.~71st Airborne lliv-l.aion prowd YLZ s~ccesuful that they are going to contirzur? 
this practice,. The 326th Medical. Battalion is planning to incorporate LOH 
helicopters into ;Xts air a&&awe platoon,, They found on Apache Snow that 
tie LOH uas able to land and pick up casualties in areas where the large 
UK-iH motif?. have to use a sling,, The use of the IUH also increased the speer! 

of tbc? ev9,cuation of ca:3ualties,, 

(1) Discussion: Sevwrtl .times during Operation Apache Snow, bireraft 
-were downed ic hostile terra:izl where easy access was impossible, At times 
the only feas?hle w&y .r#,ggere could get to the aircraft in order to rig it 
for extractiw was through the use of rappelt,ng techniques from UH-3.E hellcpoter~ 

i. 2) j%-&Jkhtse :' Rea.l:izJ.ng that this method of entry is not B normal 
tm.diniqa1e for r:iggerw y 3s %afantry security elcmeilts, experience shows that, 
as a minimtm:, a bRs.ic COllrSe of iEl.struc3i0a, to include actual hellcopier 
rapeiing, is seeded :ic aLI. -xnfan-iry rind rigger units., 

(2) D*scnss.~o.u.; Units of both ti;e L/506 and 2/506 Infantry Battalions 
employed aircraft Oreo membw aeram5:: VW& pI.%tes for their poini; men. Thfa 
body ariwr, while heaq nnd cumberzome, saved the lives of three men who were, 
struck by SA at close range, 

(2) Solu.t,:iorL> lhe posslb;XSty of adapt;.!2 this aircraft type body armor 
to uw by fieid tl*oops shou!..d be LwestXgated by every infantry unit engaged in 
operatSfo.os in which mL't.ad, .ls fsl-f, ,t.o be i&neat, 

C” Fbfde~~ Cpri~~ter~ 2 - _A-- .-a.*.-. _a__ A-.- Extens3.ve use of potier cannisters as supplementary 
water containers was made thrwghou'; the operation, Camlsters 83-e not 
subject to leakage and may be discarded, elimzinating the need for extraction 
and retrograde to supporting LSb"a,, 

d,% K~tjAmS su~~~.~mc$ws; " a I z r ., i I .w .I_ .._L - __x.- I>..-.. As a Sllpplement to the no=i supply of rations 
and water, axtenslv e nse was made of canned fruit juices by the Marine units, 
Normally four cases (12 cans per ease) were included in each company load. The 
txctensi~e use of &3ces, by those units operating 
significantly ‘to the reduction of heat casualties 

in the field, ~o&ributed 
and dehydration, 

"'1 A t 1 r .Lr ~".\~':. I-~GCT ,.~ .. u.~~:w ~ .~ TJ j 

~;UbJEC't': Gomh'it Uperdtlon~l 1<.fto1' Action Heport (.rtCS~ MAC J3-32)(Y.l) UNCLASSli: 

tu FSl3 Bradley (HQ, 1st. !d:{VN Regtlll,mt fWD) for th~ eOIDIrll'inrl ..,od contrfJl 
,-~cllununicat1on::'l uf plirtJc.ipat1ng AHVN lln:t ts <. 

f. !i~si1~(~_liy'~1.g~t~Qn. ThE: syst.em of medical evacuation UStd by the 
lJ'lst Airborne D1 v-'~.5ion prov~d ~(.) s~cce33ful that they a.re going +Jo continu~ 
this practice.. The 326th Medical Batta.lion is planning to incorporate LOa 
helicopters into Its a.ir 8.l11bulanr:e platoon" They found on Apache Snw that 
~~e LOB ~s able to land and pick up casualties in a.reas where the large 
UH.-1H 'Mould have to use a sling" The u!-le of the IDH also increased the speed 
of the t'~iT'?,Clla tion of ca;:.:;ua.l ti~s" 

(1) Discussion;; Sev-;~ral. tlmes during Opera tion Apache Snow, a.ircraft 
were dO'Wlled ir., hostile terra:in 'Where easy access vas impossible" At times 
the only feasible "tfb.yt'lgge:r-s could get to the aIrcraft in order to rig it 
for extra.ction \018.3 through the use of rappeling techniques from UH-IE belicpoters 

(2) §~'y~}"Q~:' Real:lzlng that this method of entry is not a normal 
tec.hn1que for r:iggers y or infantry security el€:meots, experience shows the t, 
as a minimmn;.> a basit! CQu.:rs€< of in-structioD9 to include actual helicopt.er 
!"appeling, Is needed :in aU. l.nfantry and riGg~r units" 

b., 

(1) Dis~uss:!.ou . .; Uni t~ of both t.he 1/ ~06 end 2/506 Infant.ry Battalions 
employed aircraft ere'W' member cerami.;,:, vest pl8.tes for their point men. This 
body armor, 'While hea'"9"Y wd cumberf orne.9 saved the lives of three men vho were 
struck t).7 SA at ;close l"ang~, 

(2) Solu:t.:ion" Ihe possi hLi.J ty of adaptL ~J this aircraft type body armor 
to use ~ field troops shou:"d be Inv-estigatcd by every infantry unit enga.ged in 
opera t.iona in wr..ich co~t...q('t is fal t t.o be imminent u 

c u .fQ~r.~_Q~Q.n2..§~~r~ S .Extensi "te 'Use of power cannisters as supplementary 
'Wa.ter containers vas made throughout the opera.tion" Cannisters are not 
subject to leakage and lDf.ty be dlscar-ded'J elim1nating the need for extraction 
and retr()grade to supporting IBA I! s ,_, 

d" ~~~1~&)~._~~,~J21~~1!~'-~·~;" A s a supplement to the normal supply of ra. tions 
and water, extensive use 'was made of canned fruit juices by the Marine uni ts c 

Normally four cases (12 cans per case) were included in each company load. The 
erlensi va use of juices, by those units operating in the field, contri buted 
significantly to the reductiov of beat casualties and dehydratioDo 

a., Operation Apacbe Sno'w wan a highly productive, interservice, inter­
-lRtions.l~ undert.aking 'WIth an end product (If a high order of te8llI\oTorko This 
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AViLGCT 27 Auguet 1969 
SUafECT : Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MAC J3-32)(K1) 

teamvcrk bvolved ArqyP Marine md two regiments of the 1st AEVB Did-don, 

b, The operation focused on titerdiction of enemy Pines of communice%iion 
and search for enew forces, supply caches and base areas. To this end, 
Gperatiolo Apache Snow was succtssf'ul with the destruct?.on of two enemy 
battalions (630 XIA) on Dong Ap Bia Mou.ntain, Hill 937, In addftion, the 
A S~NI Valley infiltration route was closed to Lhe enemy and large quantities 
of ammmition and equipment were destroyed or captured, 

2 lncl 
I- Battle of Doxag, Ap Ma 
2- Medical Evacuation @hart 

GF: 
Ill MN? 1 - 15 
3d Mar Div 16 - 20 
10is-t Abn D~v (m) 21 - 25 
7th AF 26 
3-k-t Xi.1 Hist Det 27 
G3 28 - 32 

R. Do J!W.XO 
4f K4J, AGC 

Bsst AG 
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AVII-GCT 
SUBJECT: 

27 August 1969 
Combat Operations After Action Report (ReS: MAC J3-32)(KI) 

tea.mwcrk involved Army g Marine and two regiments of the 1st ARVN Division .. 

b o The operation focused on interdiction of enemy lines of communlc~tioD 
and search for enemy forces, supply caches and base areas. To this end, 
Operation Apache Snow was successful with the destruction of tva ~nemy 
battalions (630 KIA) on Dong Ap Bla Mountain, Hill 9370 In addition, the 
A Shall Valley infi1 tra.tion route was closed to the enemy and large quanti ties 
of ammunition and equipment were destroyed or ea.pturedo 

FOR THE COMMANDERg 

2 Incl 
1 - Battle of Dong Ap Bia 
2 -- Medical Evacuation Char't 

CF: 
III MAF 1 - 15 
3d Mar Div 16 - 20 
101st Abn Div (AM) 21 - 25 
7th AF 26 
31 st Mil. Hist Det 27 
G3 28 - 32 

R. Do mcca 
M.~J, AGC 
Asst AG 
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b, The movement toward Dong Ap 1!ia l.mmediately encountered a ~el.2 4.~4: iri 
*.--.I. enmy, who fought hard to prevent penetration of his 'base Use,*.? The enemy 

appeareit to be well dressed and was well supplied with weapons and ammunition. 
Se made good use of h.Is concentric rings of fortified positions hnri employ& 
RR I and aut.omat5.c weapons extensively, 

iI A - --- /‘., . 
. <’ c-h7 j, yi;: t;‘p*s f”‘:T- -0 + ‘r .A” _ k-L,” IA L; d&r I, Pt*t.r e!;ie:iii-,7 <jl:.,; i :A 1 .: f-)ils t ‘tt? 2~3 8th j of the 2%h 

X'GA Eieg~menl; -&re .~dent.iif:~ 633 F-% ,> 1 .,;m mp;,;.~...~.iij. document; found in the area and et 
appears that reg.i.menLaI. an3 o%her suppc::ttlng units (anti-afrcraft, heavy 
weapons and engineer) wsre a&r.: fnvulved, These units had not been identified 
in-countzy since the fall of ?968 and it appears #at they had just recently 
returned, presumably ::.L~ increase en:?my m:li.tary activity .'n Thus Thien hovincc 
Confirmed total body count of 5'XI entzmy kiLled accounts for shout one-half of 
the total enemy fQrce, Tn addition< to these conffrmed enemy killed, there 
were substantial enemy casualt%es which could not be counted directly, but whit 
significantly reduced the effectiveness of the 29th MIA Regiment, A ?4 stated 
that only 20% of the -Y;w ::ompnrl.i,e:! xi.tn which he was familiar survived the 
Allied attack. L-i additX!x, to enemy casualties, a major base area was neutrul- 
ized and sign!Lficant quantities of enemy supplies were captured including 17'7 

e .- 'i'hp effectiveness wi d;h which P'i.re power and maneuver were combined is 
shovn by the !O T-0 1 eneruy tat- f'~~.!;.emilg kj1.1 ratio that was achieved, despite 
the -rugged terrain? dF,,;-Jse vegetjction u.nd the enemy's use of prepared positions. 
IS-52 s%rlbes nnd tact:Lcai aIT" strikes wu. &l?-e placed on bases and infiltration 
routes tc inflict. fix the.r casualties on the enemy forces attempting to reinfore 
07 escape fr,iJm the Dong Ap Bia area, 

c, 
,, As a result of the? c I.nsses It/ i-3 estimated <hat two enemy battalions 

, ,,) Hit ttl" ("'1' Dong A p B1.!l ~ 
UNCLASSihiu 

~lv The but.tle to defeat thf3 29th NV11. itt:!giment due in on th~ elopes (;n(; 
:31.' .. llJ.m:i t clf Dong Ap BiB. Mountnin t./a:=3 bon intense Hnd brutal , ... /infJ tr::t.. 11 liamLu!"'v!;! 
Ii:. 11!t it:; Dong Ap B1R has come to be caJ 1 ed. wus captured in the tr~ditt'mh1 
tnf~!llt,I'Y .manner, by HSl::)ault, Th:lt thi:3 vIctory WliS obtained wi th 80 few I,! Jir 
Cct~~u:lltiefj eRn be a;~tributed V,I the teaID'.lork and near. per!'ect cO(Jrdinbtion 
beLi;ee!l AHVN anci U.s, as well a:=; US Air F'o,:'ce~ Artillery, Aviat10{j~ an~jt.hr:: 

Infantry" 

btl The movement toward Dong Ap Bia lInrneciiately encountered a ""8:J dW: in 
enemy ~ who fought hard to prevent pf.metra ti..on of his ba3;;; arc:,;.., The enemy 
appeared to be well dressed and was well supplied 'With weapom3 and amnnmi tieD. 
He made good use of hi;;; concent.ri<' rings of fortified posi tiona axd emp::"07&-1 
Rft} <mo automatic 'Weapons extensively, 

c,' Between 10 and:6 .Hay '1969. the 3~137th Infantry employed he&'V'j U:.c+,i­
cal air and artillery fires tc redl.;l'>j the enemy positions and clear away the 
jungle undergrowth,. Forces 'Were th"3n ITBneuvered to apply further pres sur"" 
on the enemy and cause lj.Lm to di.apos;.: his forces to additional air stri;:ee 
D.:p,d artillery fixes r, From all lndica tlons, the enemy was reinforci!1g r:is 
posi ti.o':J,s night1,:: from La,):;., By' '} 5 J:lJ8Y. a.fter a week of heaV'J close-in 
f.tghting, . the I enemy ?omplsx on Dong Ap Bia was well developed and an addt tion­
al battallon (1,·506 In.f) maneuvered towards Hill 937 from the southwest. On 
19 V;ay '1969 5 the 2,·)01 Bt Ini' and the 2~ 3r.d AJi.VN were deployed into the area tc 
apply pre:3sure f:r. ore 82.1 side.~., On. 20 M'lYy after further artillery and tacti­
cal air str:::.kesr t.he hattalIon object;,iv'3S ·were secured astride Dong Ap Eta 
:ridge" 

n I)',,,, \ y . ., + h"" ," ,...r, .. " +~....... ., ... -". _.- ~ --- ', ... --It ny (. it h 'lnr1 0 .. ~)' 0'" -t} 29 J · \.. 
_1,-' -'""-., .. ~~ .. ~ ""'''' ... v \,)t·n....-J., , ........... ! ... !J,1o. ' ... -w~~' t:::-;.C . .\':':"!J,~y :..v.c , ~.t1..1 .~.() W' .. I 'J.1."; ~ ....... v v_J l. .. It;' .J...1.J 

NVA Hegioent were .ia.entotf"ted fr:}m (,~1.ptu,~"ed documents found in the area and 1 t 
appears that :regImentfiJ. and oths[' suppc,::ting units (anti-aircraft, heavy 
weapons and engineer-) W'3re alse in-"oi.ved" These units had not been identified 
in-count.ry since the fall of 1968 a."1d it appears that they had just recently 
returned\l presuma b1 y ~~"> ].ncrease en;=my mili tary acti vi ty .( n Thua Thien Province 
Conflrmed total body C0U11t of 6')0 enemy killed account.s for 'lbout one-half of 
the total ene.ily force" In addl tior .. to the;3e confirmed enemy killed, there 
were substantial enemy casualtiES which could not be counted directly, but wn1c 
significantly reducw the effBctjve-nes.s of the 29th NVA Regimentc A?~ stated 
that only 20% of the tWtl (:ompanie[{ with wrd.ch he "Was familiar survived the 
Allied attack", L-.:. addlt Ion to enemy c.asualties)! a major base area ws neutral· 
ized and significan:; quanti ties of enemy supplies were captured including 177 
... feapons ~ 

e.- The eff6C ti veness \>.'1 th which f''ir;.; pow-er and m.a.neuver 'Were combined is 
sho' .. m by the! 0 t-o 1 eneTUy t.c f"',~.endly k.i 11 :ratio that was aChieved, despite 
the rugged terra.In,. df.mse vegetD .. tlon Hnd the enemyYs use of prepared positions < 

B-·52 str1.ke8 and ta,ctlcal Ri r s tI ike.s W8:~e placed on bases and infil t.ra tion 
routes to inflict furt.her- casualties on the enemy forces attempting to reinforc 
O~ escape from the Dong Ap Bla areB o 

r.. As a Tesu~t of the:!r losses. It is estimated that two E'nemy battalions 
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5’ c L':iI I'JO8L'!H &3y I$J69, the 3-I 27th infmtr-- CO&at tisvaul t,ecl irI?/> :1ri ii< 
in : !I::? vicinity of k’C314988 jUjt WfZYt of i.h>Ilg iip i?it%, 9/3-l 07 imr33I!1.;:tel;r :rfidc; 

ci:ntnct, with :FD. unknown size enemy force, APP roxmteij- two hxss 1i:ter ;;hile 
roving from the U, B//3-187 made cuntitct, returned fire and kille?I two I;'Jf-. 
hitial ImPressions were that‘ the Ni ltt were probably trail watchers, but ilfter 
sustaining three :a)unded the battalion cor~cl.~~Ioti 'ihat the firir,g was tri,- well 
controiied and that stiffer resistance might be encountered, (The fo: 'iwing 
morning Z more enemy bodies were found in the underbush). 

bc Lb Ii l&y, the +187th placed artillery and TAC air or, Q I.;::-ge baker 
complex located astride their axis of advance,, RiE' operations fo?low& the 
:;trikes ns the .%187th moved to the southeast toward IIfll 937. 'dhile seerch- 
ing the hut. and bunker compl.ex, the '+187th found 3 NVA bodies killed by the 
ar::y ,i_, ..; cr~y/T:,.c- - % I tiir JX~FJ.W~%~CI~~ (, t: $jipQycrl.nt; lli.,z:Ccm?rUL’ ir, t1-1e :2rea ‘d&S h grC’2p 

of docWents idc.d-ifymg the unit a~ the 29th NVA Regiment, I'he CIccants 
showed that the 29th NVA Reg,iment had returned from Worth VictnaIi; in April 

and had been conducting reconnaissance operations bet\;een fi? 611 in Laos and 

Route 548 in the A Shau Vs>Iey, 

C” On 12 ,?!.a~ the 3-187th continued ttlalr Push along the rough, canopied 
rj dp;sr: f Bv iKYl<bI fhrrv mar?~ hon’LrV i-c~nt:wi*~+ vi t,.h f:, _____ ____ __ ,-r ;.. I. J ___-_- -...- - 

m.t& at tko co:nF;lniez dug in-$sut %W 
..-.. .._a ual ? d-i SC>3 r$j,nEd f’nrr:F. e?“‘tj.= 

., mi.t:.:-r; to their front, They man- 
euvered against the fores and krlied 3 Fw-h., The battalion c&led in AXA a& 
artillery fire in orde? to dis&odgc: the enemy from his fortified position. 
The enemy held fast, however, and throughout the day the 3-18'7 received hearf 
automLstfc weapons end HPG fire and llmited mortar fire. Heavy TAC air and artil- 
lery fires were placed on theencmy positions, 

de The situation rematnecf l?nr:hanged on 73 by as the enemy stayed in 
bunkers and employed small arms2 FUG, automatic weapons and mortars against 
maneuvering siements of the 18'7th? The '$=!87th returned fire and employed _ 
additional artilller-y a-nd TU air, 

e, On the mornfng of the lL+th, B:, C, and D companies of the 3-387th once 
again began slou and deliberate maneuver under artillery, TM air and gunship 
support, Under thfs heavy attack the ene.xy fell back, Contact terminated 
about 17UO and the '187th swept the bunker area to find 13 NVA killed in action 
by artillery, 47 NVA killed by .small arms fire and 23 killed by air strikee. 

f, The 187th continued its drive along the ridges to Hi.11 937 on the 
mcrning of 15 May. As the line companies maneuvered toward their objective 
they discovered 14 NVA bodies from the previous day's contact, By 15OOH they 
W3TP M in heavy contact. and realized the force was more than a normal NVX bat- 
tiLioo size elaracnt .$ Rates of fire were extremely heavy and the enamy trocps 
sk-i.l.lfu'lly employed command detonated Clay-more mines in large quantities. 
Enemy reinforcements were being= browht into the contact zone, The neu trc>oF hat 
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, ~' thi.3 Ht\""LY uITlveJ 2<'lth NVJ'" Hegiment to conduct offensive oper~.l.+~ir,ns in the 
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Cl~ l'n l008-,~H Jv!.ay 1969~ the J.-·1:~7th lnfantr.f combat &s3&u}ted i;,T/) h!J ~~~ 
in tht:~ vicinity of YC314988 just \oIe::3t of D')ng ltp Bia~ D/3-187 imwe'L~.(;t(:l;t :,~dE; 
cLmtact \oIi th an unknown size enemy force ~ AplJroxlmately tvo hO'J.rs l~~ ter ',,'hile 
illt..wing from the U, B/3-187 made conu1ct, returned fire and killed tvo l'Vl-.• 
Initial impressions were that. the NVI1. were probably trail 'w'8.tchers, but !:ift>:'~r 
sus tain ing three ~.,ounded the battalion conclud6J, the. t the firir~g 'wlfjB to' 'Jell 
controlled and thE. t stiffer resistance might 1.;e encountered ~ (The fol10'.li!',g 
morning 2 more enemy bodies were found in the underbush). 

b o C'n 11 YJ8.Y!' the ]-187th placed artillery and TAG air on H h. rge bun!.er 
complex locuted astride their axis of advance" RTF' operations fo110 ... ed. the 
~;trikes 1l~ the 3-187th moved to the southeast toward Hill 937. while seerch­
i.ng the hut and bnnker complex, the }~ 187th found 5 NVA c>odies kill ed by the 
n1' t:i.L e:y/rl~C (lir pref).'HL'L tiO:L ;, sign.ificant (H!O:(,ovF.ry ir. the :~,rea '.laS a grG'J.p 
of docu.ments ide~tifYJ.ng the urn t as the 29th NVA Regiment 0 The dccl.L'DE:n ts 
showed that the 29th NVA Reg.iment had returned from North Vietnam in April 
and had been conducting reconnaissance op>3rations between SA 611 in L-'10S and 
Route 548 in the A Shau Ve.1.1 ey" 

coOn 12 May the 3-1B7th continued th~ir push along the rough 5' canopied 
ride,-eA co By (l<;i:l5H th'Oly !!:',,"~d.e he~t;'Y ~opt-{J.,::t '-!J.th I.,. 'Y~ll di~:;!pJ1n&1 fnrep. e:::ti..c. 

rnted at bo,O companie.s dug i.n ~bout 200 rno'.J:.:'s to the:tr front., They man-
euvered against the force and killed J i:rit\" The battalion called in AHA am 
artillery fire in orde~ to dislodge, the enemy from his fortified position. 
The enemy held fasty however~ and throughout the day the 3-187 received heav-I 
autom9-tic weapons and RPG fire and limited mortar fire. Heavy TAG air and artil­
lery fires were placed on the enemy posi tiona <) 

d" The rd tua tion remained llTI(::hanged on .,.3 Hay 8.5 the enemy stayed 1n 
bunkers and employed small arms r RRiJl automatic weapons and mortars against 
maneuvering elements of the 187th -:- The::>~ 187th returmld fire and employed 
addi tional artlllery and TAG ai r " 

e~ On the morning of the 14th, B:) C jl and D companies of the 3-1 B7th once 
again began slow and deliberate maneuver under artillery, TAG air and gunship 
support 0 Under this heavy attack the enemy fell back" Contact terre.inated 
about 1700 and the '187th svcpt the bunker area to find 13 NVA killed in action 
by artillery~) 4. 7 NVA killed bysm.qll arms fire and 29 killed by air strikes. 

fo The 187th continued its drive alcng the ridges to Hill 937 on the 
morning of 15 Mayo As the line companies llJ3.neuvered toward t.heir obj ecti ye 
they discovered 14 NVA bodies from the previous day's contact_ By 1500H they 
were in heavy contact. and realized the force was more than a normal NVA b-':lt­
t.alion size ela-ment e futtes of fire were extremely heavy and the enemy troops 
skillfully employed command detuna t6\1. Claymore mines in large quanti ties. 
Enemy reinforcements were being brought into the contact zone~ The new tr('ops hac 
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1!, f)n !.T ;&JJ, the 187th occupje& an overwatch Awsitj.on nn4. iii~cc!,iG 52 
gas strikes, 'The l-506 continued to mneuver tcJ reinforce the 18'lth, i-1- 
though the enemy had gas masks, the CS attacks were effective and C:~US& h5 
to leave some or" his burikers. 

k 0 IAte in the morning of 20 MayP 4 ba%talions executed a coordinated 
assault on Hill 93’To Tns Jti~?8'P'- C,I Inf, w!..th k/&~b-th Inf attached, assaulted 
the hill fron the north; the '7- 306 Inf from the south and southvest; the 2/3d 
UNN from the southeast; and the 24OlsL InE from the northeast, The J3-18'7th 
swept up the hli.11 from the north, while the 1-5O6th and the 2-50lst blocked 
possible routes of escape, The 2/3d AWN moved onto Hill 937 Cr~m the south, 
By 1200 hours battalion Tbjectives on the Dong Ap Bia Ridge wmetaken. The 
determined enemy resis tame disintegrated as rriendly forces .~;'.:rran enemy 
pcsitions resulting fn i+ total body count for 20 May of 1099 

:i 0 on 21 May 1969 Allied forces swept over the hill to check the enemy 
'o:is e urea in detail, After ten days of hard fighting the 3-187th Inf had 
mrned a ~sll deserved rest and returned to the coastal plains, The l-!506th 
Inf secured the abandoned enemy positions while the ?-50lst Inf conducted RIF 
operations to the west, The 2/3d AWN conducted RZF qerations to the east. 
Friendly reconnaissance of the area encountered only isolated and sporad.ic 
resistance, An additional 5') enemy killed were discovered and Sg wecpom r;ere 
CFi@Lll.Te~!. o 

El" T'ne Dong Ap Blu CFWd.,iOu. cost the enemy a total of 630 hTvi KLk, 
In additior, to these confirined casualties, a PvJ captured during the operation 
j.rdicn+,ed th3.t the units in his area suffered 80% casualt.ies. On 22 h&y the 

~NCf.ASSlFlED 

,', ~~~,!, ;1,,11'CUt.S, cloan un1 forms. Hnd new weapons" The er.t~m.:r \/11;, rj,~;,l rJj'r:r) ~~! 

,','!let'nLric row~' ,)f bunl\Pfs I<fhjch affor,j8(l rnliYimuru utiliz:\tiun (if t,hl; tJ;rr;~::'L 

~(v;,t::"lltbleo ThA inten30 bunker to bunker fie;ht,1nr, left 62 :!:8!'e '!;V! .. 'i~~d :lL~ 
t.he 1-~:;06 Infcmtry was direct.f;d to move f!orth to reinforce th~ J-18? j n ()r-j(~:::' 

t·u Likc' Hill 937.. UNCLASSIFIED 

g" .'\t 16(Jl'10II .!'1<ty C/3-18'7th lnfu.ntr ~legfin rHcei'ling gren;,r)(;':;, S~l~,r:h(:: 
,.'lwrf:usf em.] s.m.:.}l arms fire on LhH~r r ~lt1on" ;';;pooky (1.11' F'JI'cI.:; ~,4? i']u.r-'", 
ship with mini guns ) ·was employed from 1.)200",,0600 resulting in t:hree 3er~<)!'l'ihry 
exploslans o A first light check revealed 14 NVA killed" The 1-506 was rwn­
euvering north to effect its link-up with the 187th when it recei vw hr.~;Jvy 
i,'jre from IIUl 916 (YCY196)" The 1 ~ 506t}'1 cDnti.nued their :novr~ILent to~~rr3 'j-i':: 

1 S7th wi t.n the support. of <llr ;"trlkeS '" 

11~ On 17 H8.y~ the 187th o(~cupied an oven:atch positi.on and c.Li~·eGtei c..;::' 
gas strikes" The 1-506 continued to maneuver to reinforce the 18?th. ;.1-
though the enemy had gas masks, the CS attacks were effective and eau1)f;:d hi..;-, 
to leave some of b..is burJcers .. 

L By 1807'15H J'.i'lY B/l·-506th Inf began cloSing on the southern bas,:; of 
Hill 937" A und C/I-506th Ir~f closed in on either flanko At 1330:{, th~ 
3~1 87th Irlf, h'~ v.ing been under continuous fi.::'e, took up 1)1):':)i tion;:; IT"': of Eill 
937 ~ Arti.lle!:y" TAC air, AF..A and r:unship~, then proceede:j to pound the hill~ 
A/2-506th Inf W1.-tS alerted and deployed to FSB Blaze (lD530?)? to be aV'd.ilable 
if recl uired n 

j. On the morniTlg of '1 () Iv':!)y,., with tbe 1 ·'506th Inf on the south and 
the 3-1 B7th lni on the north;) the enemy positions were s'.lbj ected t.o continuov.s 
a.l'.ttlif~Mr ar!rl TAl~ ;1·)~(t f~1_~f~:·~. Tl.,."_">.- ") r~()."o+ TY\~ o~ .+h,(~ ')/").-1 {·T~Vl.! '"'''-'0 .-,'~ ...... .;..r;..r; .. _____ G' -- -~ ,,--". -"- - - H - :",,- r''-'' ~ -" -.) ........ ~.-I". ....... !.,L •.• .:. \.,,111.· --; ..J1..2, .1, .......... , ./e_ .... ~ \:..I...:...C ............ " ...... 

to prepa!'8 t.o assist in thl] final sweep (Jf LtH.: enemy j s fortified pot::i tions 
surrounding the entire ridge line" By Ii'. l-IJ D.ft~;rnoon nn addi tioonl 175 
enemy bodies had been accounted for.,., 

k" Late in the morning of 20 May;, 4 battalions executed a coordinated 
assault on Hill 9370 Toe J",,';S7th Inf~ wltJl A/2'~506th Ini' attached~ assaulted 
the hill from the north; the '1··506 Inf from the south and south .. est; the 2/Jd 
ARVN from the southeast; and the 2·x ,501st Tnf from the northeast. The .3-187th 
swept up the hill from the nort.h,) while the 1-'506th and the 2-501 st blocked 
possible routes of escape o The 2/Jd ARVN moved onto Hill 937 ~rom the south. 
By 1200 hours battalion ,bjectives on the Dong Ap Bia Ridgeweretaken~ The 
determined enemy resista'!l~e disintegrated as friendly forces J ,/'_'rran enemy 
pes:' tions resul ting in 1;,;. to tal body count for 20 May of 109., 

L, On 21 Hay 1969 Allied forces swept over the hill to check the enemy 
b:.lse urea in detail., After ten days of hard fighting the 3-187th Inf had 
eArned a well deserved rest and returned to the coastal plainse The 1-506th 
Inf seclITed the abandoned enemy poSitions while the ?-501st Inf conducted RLF 
operations to the west~ The 2/Jd AR\~ conducted R:F ~perations to the east • 
.Friendly reconnaissance of the area encountered only isolated and sporadic 
resistance.. An additional 59 enemy kllled were discovered and 89 weapons 'Were 
captured" 

m~ The Dong Ap BiB. operation cost the enemy a total of 6)0 NV1, KL~ .. 
In addition to these confirmed casualties" a l-W captured during the operation 
indicated th3t the units in his area suffered 80% casua1ties. On 22 May the _ "i'· •.• 1' I::. UNCLASSIFIED 
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,\ )_ ,*. :;Q ; 9 t ‘inf mxi the 2/'3d AliVN continued search operations in the vicinity Of 
iiill 93'1, :xcouxAifi.g for 72 NVA killed and 3 crew served weapons captured. The 
search ojperation continued on the 23d of 14ay with the l-50& Inf finding 10 
more NVA bodies and the 2-501st Inf finding 3 bodies,, on 3.4 M&y the L5cah 
discovered 51 individual weapons and the +501st Inf found 1 NVA KIk, thtj end- 
ing the battle of Dong Ap Bfa Mountain, Hi.11 937 
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:: .. :,0; st Inf and the 2/3d AHVN continued search opera tiona in the vicinity of 
Hill 93'7, accounting for 72 NVA killed and J cre", served weapons captured. The 
search opera tioD continued on the 23d of Nay with the 1-506th Inf fincHng 10 
JlX)re NVA bodies and the 2-501st Inf finding 3 bodies o On?4 May the 1-5Mth 
discovered 51 individual weapons and the 2-501st Inf found 1 NVA KIA, thw end­
ing the battle of Dong Ap Bia Mountatn 9 Hill 937 
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