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UNITED STATES M 

MACOI-P 1 March 1969 

FOR THE PRESS 

This summary has been prepared to present a review of significant 
events occurring in this command in 1968. 

The selection of actions and incidents for the narrative summaries 
and chronolgies in Sections II. III and IV were ,oompiled and condensed 
from the daily news releases issued during the calendar year 1968. 

The historical chronology and statistical summaries include 
information from earlier periods for reference purposes. Information 
in these sections pertaining to other than U. S. Forces is provided 
for historical and background use. 

More detailed information regarding combat operations can be found 
in the MACV Office of Information Monthly Summaries. 

;kd:--"~~<-_ 
MERRITT G. GARNER 
Colonel. USAF 
Chief. Public Information Division 
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The year 1968 was unquestienably the most significant year of the 
war to date and may prove to have been the turning point. During the 
year, North Vietnamese Anny and Viet Cong forcE's were severely beaten 
in their two major offensives and. were pre-empt.ed by Allied forces from 
carrying out a third offensive and probably a fourth. 

In order to place the significant events of 1968 into perspective, 
it j.s essential that the situation during the latter half of 1967 be 
reviewed briefly. During that period, Hanoi made several significant 
decisions which were to influence the overall ene~ strategy and tactics 
in 1968. These decisions, for the most part, w'ere necessitated by the 
continued military successes of the Free 'forld Forces. 

In the SUJrnler of 1967, the most serious condition confronting the 
enel1\l', according to numerous prisoners and captured docuf.lents, was the fact 
that his proselyting effort was failing, and he was losing control 

" 

over increasinr, portions of ·:he population as the pacification program began 
to make an impact on his activities. In addition, the ene~ 1,.as highly 
concerned over the prospects for successful elections to be conducted in 
the South. From a militare' standpoint, the ene~ was experiencing 
serious problems in maintaining his strength. Beginning in 1966 and 
continuin~ throu0h 1967, his personnel losses e~ceeded his replacements 
through recruitment and infiltration. Despite these problems, the 
leadership in Hanoi thought it detected in the United States a considerable 
decline in public support for the war effort and division among mern0ers of 
the goverment ,,,hich could possibly influence the American gQvernment to with­
draw its commitment. Hanoi also saw various signs that segments of world 
opinion were turning against the U.S. effort in Vietnam and in some cases, 
overt sympathy and support for the corranunist North Vietnamese was evidenced. 

In the late summer, thereforla, Hanoi decided that it was not only 
essential for military reasons, but deSirable in light of world public 
opinion and the situation in the United States, to make a maximum 
lrdlitary effort as soon as possible. This effort was to be made in what the 
enenw called his "1967-1968 Winter-Spring Campaign". 

In preparation for the campaign and stepped-up activities, the ene~ 
began to make more extensive use of his lines of supply through Cambodia 
and undertook a major program to improve his lines of conrnunication elsewhere. 
Along with the improvement of the roads outside of Vietnam, there was 
an intense effort to extend and :i1nprove a fair-'ieather road net into 
South Vietnam itself. Access roads were built 1;hrough base areas in 
the sanctuaries in Laos to the west of the northern provinces. These 
were des:',gned to al101. pOSitioning of supplies as far forward as 
possible in order to lower requirements for portering supplies and equipment 
to using units. A new .iungle route was construc:ted t01,mrd Hue to the east 
and anotlJer.'as extended south in1;0 Quang Nam Province increasing the value 
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of the A "hau Valle3' 'le8 a logis1,ic base. A road comn1ex 'JaS built, 
j.n the celltral bir!Jlands of II Gorps to serVe units in t.hat. area CI"ri, in 
III Gorps, a road ,'!as extencwd 00'·111 through PhuOG Lon( Province to fl.U 0\1 

motoring of sU~T'lies into the "War Zone V" ,qrea. 'i'he~)e "in-countr:y!1 
roads were heavil.v interdict.eo ~)y frienoly ;'orce:3, but t.he "tlen\y persisteCi 
in his effort 00 uSe them. 

In lo.te Oct.ober 1'1b7, the enerr~y began military orcr:rLions in the 
"Winter-0prinr,n ca!:lpaign ':lit.h at tackH near Gon ThieL, (.lIl Pleil'lu t\y 
inuirect fire, Uj elements of thl'ee rer:ir,lcnta at Lac i'linh as 1".'c.LL <u __ ; 
wia.espread actions in IV Corps. The enemy continued hiB logiHLicf, 
preparations on an unpa.ralleled scale, to iflclllCH;~ €xtennive stocKpiling 
of supclies for the culminating effort of his campaign. 

NovemiJer of 1967 was highlighted by a major enga.gement around Dak 'fo 
in Kontum Province and b/ ot.her at tacks in Binh 'l'huan, Phuoc Long ana 
Binh Long Provinces. A.cti vlties dropped off, somewhat, in December. 

During January 1968, enemy attacks were heavy throughout the entire 
cO\mtr~:r as the enemy effort built in intensity t01."Rrd the Vietnamef-)c IITet" 
or lunar new year holiday period. The deployment of two NV /\ divisions, the 
304th and 320th, into northElrn I Corps around Kh'~ Sanh and a general south­
ward drift of s8veral enemy main force units in III Corps, toward Saigon., 
were further confirmation of imrending heavy figcting in early 1.96fl. 

On 30 January, the enerner initiated the clim~x Dhase of his "l'iinter­
Spring" caJ"'aign with olidespread attacks on the "lation'" capital and many 
major population centers in all Corps Tactical Zones. TbiB "'ret" offensive 
came during the period of a stand-down in milita.r;r operations H['ic l, had 
been previously agreed upon b;' both sides. Hopi:1i: to achi.eve the maximum 
amount of surprise throw::h this deceit, the cnell\T b1ata'ltl:'l violate(! the 
agreenent by launching his :;reatest railitary eff'Jrt of the Vietnam conflict. 

'l'he enemy ski.llfully e'''ployed ni!,ht lilovement and infi1trcction taetics 
and, in some cases, by-pas sed territorial outposts ti.Xld moved. into lJie popula­
tion cfmters. HO'~[ever, dl~r:ing the at-Lacks, the enemy massed hiG forces, and 
even u...fLer LJeing driven fro;" the cit.ie~;, his wlils nJiY;'1ineCi ini.tiall,y in 
tight l'orIiiations ,.nd r:tade l\lcrati ve targets for :.lir and artii.ler,Y strikes. 

After Clefeating the in:Lti&.l enemy ac tacks, friendly forces were 
cOlm,titteu to a Lener"l offensive and regained the initiat,iveo 

By the end of the first week of February, the offensive had Uecn 
countered ,i1Jd the rellk'l.ins of his forces had beem driven out of the cities 
and t'lere retreati.ng to reILlote areas of the country except at Hue -' ir/here 
!'iVA tro 'ps lIere able to holcl out ·,;il.,,,in the \ValleCl citaCle1 lmti1 25 February. 

FroJ.1 in terro,c','ation of enemy prisoners, uurinl' ana fo:~lo·".'in,'~ the 
at tnckb, con sider;::,ole int'ol"hli.iTJion '.JeW leanllou .:t ::OlJ.t Ltl8 urif)lllY 1 S ab j cc­
tives ann exprctations for the Tet offensive. 
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By coordinating his attacks country-side, the f'nen::! hoped to create 
an impression of great strength ldth enough force to seize ;ma hold the 
initiative and of being capable of striking ",here ever he chose. In 
those areas where he lacked the strength to conduct grou."Id assaults, 
he planned to conduct ,ddespread attacks by indirect rocket and mortar 
fire. By attacking Saigon and other key cities, the enemy hope<:! to 
achieve the collapse of the South Vietnamese govElrnment the AH1IN, and 
to achieve' a favorable psychological impact from international news 
pUblicity. The el1eIl\Y also planned on heavy attrition of U.S. forces 
during ohe wiaespread attacks Nhich he felt 'llould have a great influence 
on the aotitude of the American people and l'lould, in fact, .·,eaken the 
will of the United States go'V'ernment and people to continue the war. 
Finally, the enemy expected a "general upriSing" of 'Lhe Vietn"mese 
people in ,;hich they would ;join with and support, U.e atl.acking lorces. 
The general uprising ./as to topple the South Vie'~namese .government since the 
arwedforces were also expec:ted to join the enenw siae. The enenw apparently 
believed that the United States forces would be isolated by the uprising, 
permitting rapid expansion of enemy control in the rural areas. It is 
probable that this great emphasis on, and even greater 'oelief in, a general 
uprising is one reason the Ememy placed primary reliance on Viet ConI' 
units during the Tet attackEl ana furthermore decided to COlJUlut some poli­
tica1 cadre, bringing them into the open to move immediately into control 
positions at all levels of government. 

The results of the Tet o ffensi ve were not what t.he enemy had antici­
pated. In the north, he att.acked Hue, Phu Bai and Quang Tri City. In 
II Corps, attacks were launc:hed against Nha Trang, Qui Nhon, and Phan 
Thiet as well as the larger cities of the central highlands. The most 
dramatic action was in the Saigon area but. the ellemy was quickly thrown 
out of the cit? In IV Corps, action was widespread, but the attacks were 
of smaller scale. The enemy, however, was unabl'3 to hold any of the targets 
he attacked except Hue where he held on for about three weeks. 

The general uprising did not occur and the fact that the Vietnamese 
people did not greet the attackers with open armll was a terrible ps."cho­
logical blo,;, according to captured eneIl\Y soldiers. In some areas, the 
troops found themselves in desperate need of withdrawal plans ' .. >I1ich had 
not been made because "there, ,lOuld be no need to "ithdraw." The ~outh 
Vietnamese government not only did not collapse it gained a new measure of 
respect. At the same time, public opinion generally solidified against the 
conununists because of the vicious and indiscriminate attacks against civilians 
and populated areas. Some 5',000 civilians were l:illed and about 18,000 
,.ere wounded in the attacks. South Vietnamese AJ~med F'orce~ units fought 
brilliantly and all,aggressivel)' and successfully,opposea the attacking 
forces despite the fact that. many units were at low strength due to '1'et 
lea'lles. 

By mid-February, enemy forces wer" attempting to avoid contact and 
their offensive actions, for the most part, 11ere limited ·to stand-off 
attacks by indirect fire against friendly installations. 
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During the three weeks ending 17 Jo'ebruary, the enemy forces lost 
36,200 killed in action including much of his experiencnd 1JC troor le'lder­
ship. This exc"eded the tCltal number of U .'0. batt1e cieaths incurred 
our:inr' the entire tr.ree years of the rorean ,lar "nd represented a crushing 
defeat. In fact, the number of enemy killed represented approximat.ely 
one-sixth of his entire miH tal'Y strength at the Ume. But, perhaps F.,ost 
serious to the enemy in the, long run was the 10ss of personnel in certain 
levels of the infrastructure he had so carefull;v built up over man:.' years. 
Country-wide, the failure to achieve success at Tet deep1)' u;unagco the morale 
of even the most experienced of the command strlleture cadre. In effect, 
the enemy was dealt a staggering b10;1 during th" Tet offensive from which 
he has not recovered. 

The major impact of the Tet offensive, on the GVN and Allied effort, 
was in the pacification program. Pacification Nas disrupted and there >las 
rul overall loss of security. As of 29 January, the Hamlet Evaluation System 
shol,ed 67.2% of the Vietnamese people were living in relati vel;)' secure 
areas. In j<'ebruary, this dropped to 57.% but has since steadil;y increased 
to a new record high of 76.3% by the end of the year. 

A total of 9,600 Vietnamese civilians wero killed and 21,000 wounded 
during the first three months of 1968 as a result of enemy actions. The 
majority of these casualties occurred during thE' Tet 0 t'fensive. Property 
damage was estimated at almost 174 million dollars, 46% of which was to 
private housing. 

In order to blunt the initial. enemy attackEl, GVN and allied forces 
were required to move closer to the cities and t.owns which were the pri­
mary targets of the enemy. To counter the enem;v' attack on Saigon, for 
example, Task Force Ware (comnanded by Army Major General Keith L. Ware, 
later killed in action in September) was estabUshed in the Capitol Military 
District and a number of U .:3. and Vietnamese bat.talions were deployed 
into the CMD. A loss of security in rural areaEi resulted from this country­
wideti~htening of forces around the population centers. Many Revolutionary 
Development teams were involved in relief and recovery tasks in the cities 
and towns but over half remained in their assigned hamlets. 

Following the initial onemy onslaught. Pre8:ident Thieu announced the 
formation of a high-level GVNjUS task force to d:Lrect and coordinate re­
covery actiVities. Vice PrElsident Ky headed the group initially. with the 
Deputy to COMUSMACV for CORIl3 (Civil Operations Imd Revolutionary Develop­
ment Support) as the senior US representative. J!:ach Vietnamese Corps 
Commander created similar ta.sk forces and the ef:rort proved effective in 
moving toward normalization. 

Although the offensive made a major psychological :Impact on the American 
people and resulted in some temporary gains for 1.he enem;y in the rural areae 
of Vietnam. he failed to achieve a single one of his original principal 
objectives. 

The one trilDllph for the en8ll\Y. which emerged from his Tet offensive. 
was the propaganda effect on the world outside oj~ Vietnam. 

------------~---.----------------------------.-------------------
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This propaganda victory vJaS to have an impact on his future strategy which 
will ue discussed later. 

During January and February, significant ac:tivity occurred in the 
area of the U.S. YJaI'ine Khe Sanh Combat Base in northwest Quang Tri 
province which is wortr.y of separate mention. lh January, the 1st Cavalry 
Division (Airmobile) began deploying from the An Khe area of northern 
II Corps into northern I Corps based on the intelligence indications of 
imminent large-scale offenaive operations on the part of the enemy and a 
substantial movement of majl~r North Vietnamese Army forces into the northerA 
most province. Simul.taneou:sly, General Westmoreland dispatched his deputy, 
General Abrams, together 1~ith a small staff, to establish a MACV forward 
headquarters at Phu Bai south of Hue. General Abrams was given full deci­
sion authority so that the Gomnanding General, III MA¥', could receive 
rapid MACV support without 1110rrying about the long communications lines be­
t .. een Saigon and Da Nang. 

On 7 February, the Vietnamese Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) 
Camp at Lang Vei, to the southwest of Khe Sanh, was attacked and the 
defenders Were compelled to withdraw from the camp under the pressure. 
The North Vietnamese forces used several Soviet PT-76 Amphibious Tanks in 
the attack on the camp. This was the first enemy employment of armor in 
the war and was a failure. An enemy arrwr attack has not been attempted 
since that time. Beginning in late January and continuing intermittently 
thru February, the Khe Sanh Combat Base received heavy attacks by enemy ar­
tillery and other indirect fire, totalling hundreds of rounds; however, 
casualti,,·s were light .. 

Although intense enemy attacks by indirect fire continued in early 
March, activity steadily declined in late March. A concert.~ ground attack 
at Khe Sanh never occurred because heavy casualties were inflicted on the 
North Vietnamese Army divisions in the vicinity which forced the enemy to 
abandon his planned offensiye. 'J.'he prinicipal weapon employed in the defense 
of Khe Sanh was a concentrated air campaign in which 96,000 tons of boDi:ls were 
dropped by B-52' s and tactical aircraft on enemy positions and troop concen­
trations. This massive air power, combined with over 100,000 rounds of 
artillery fired in support of the base, forced the enemy to withdraw. 

The eneni;v's failure at Tet caused him to again assess his strategy and 
tactics. He realized that he could not afford another country-wide offensive 
of the kind attempted at Tet but he believed the propaganda success achieved 
at that time could be exploited by sustaining pressure on Allied forces. 
Since his resources jn both manpower and materiel were insufficient to conduct 
simultaneous attacks comparable to those of the Tet offensive, the enemy 
decided to stagger the main blows in his second offensive, both in time and 
place, after some preparation. This preparation involved concentration on 
his primary problems of resupply, reorganization of forces and integration 
of replacements into his units. In the latter regard, the enemy had intended 
to obtain replacements from .the population in areas made' less secure, but 
had little success. 
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The enell\Y's critical supply situation was ex,3mplified by actions on 
the night of 29 February - 1 March when U.S. Navy patrol craft detected a 
major North Vietruunese infiU,ration effort by sea., Three 100 foot long 
steel-hulled fishing trawlers were intercepted 'lihUe attemptj,ng to run 
into the shore at remote, uni,nhabited spots during the darkness of the early 
morning hours. Many tons of Chinese Communist weapons and arnr.lUnition, ,mich 
had been loaded at Hai Phong, ~rere c:),ptured or'delltroyed. lBy the' end of the 
year, enell\Y infiltration by sea had been virtually elIminated and emphasis 
',as placed on the interdiction of the enell\Y's use of inland waterways.) 

As the enell\Y avoided contact to rebuild, his badJ,y hurt units, at least 
partially, normalIzation in the Republic steadily progressed in March. 
Curfews were eased, RD cadre groups were movinp, back to their hamlets, 
major roads ,,,ere reopened and corrrnerce rapidJ,y approached the pre-Tet 
level. Slo'!ler economic progress "as made in IV Corps, however" as the enell\Y 
made a determined effort to prevent IJovernent of commodities to Saigon from 
the Delta primarily by minin,c; and disrupting travel on Highway 4. 

The plan for the second general offensive envisioned attacks on Saigon 
and Hue tp be launched in mid-April, a major thrust in the central highlands 
in mid-May and attacks against Da Nang in June. His North Vietnamese units 
were to be commi'Ltea since the Viet Cong forces he had usee. at Tet were now 
seriously depleted ana would be unable to carry as full a burden. This enemy 
offensive was destined to end in failure 'due to the aggressive spoiling 
attacks by Allied forces which upset the enemy' s timetabl~ in several areas. 

Along ~Jith search and clear operations, B-52 strikes not only ruined the 
enelllY I s plans for overrunning the Khe Sanh combat base but were instrumental 
in smashing his units and base areas in southern 1: Corps, the Central High­
lands and in III Corps. For example, in early AP1'il, lst Air Cavalry Division 
troopers participated in Operation Pegasus/Lam Son 207 and linked up with the 
Marines at Khe Sanh. The Air Cav units then moved into the A Shau Valley to 
conduct Operation Delaware. This was the first time ground forces had operated 
in the valley in two years and resulted in the fD'st capture of NVA artillery 
pieces in South Vietnam, the destruction of large stockpiles of supplies, and 
the interdiction of one of the enell\Y's primary infiltration routes forcing 
him to delay in I COrp!l and divert his efforts to building routes which 
would by-pass the v~lley. Other operations by friendly forces destroyed 
or captured materiel\ cached throughout the countI'J', placinv an even greater 
strain on the enemy's <:apability. 

With respect to the mid-Arril Saigon attack plan, an enemy Lieutenant 
Colonel, who defected during the montr.,provided information that the plan 
had been dela,yed to late April or early May. He also gave detailed infor­
mation on the enemy units involved in III Corps ruld their objectives. 

Consequently, there 'las no surprise 8nd many of the enell\Y units were 
intercepted at some distance from the capital on :3 and 4 l'.a.y enroute to 
their final assernbJ,y areas o. Although the enemy committed as much force, 
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Corps-wide, A.S during the TET offensive, his attac:ks -,ere not '.;ell executea, 
,mre of reduced intensitJ' anel ','ere more qUick1"y defeA.ted. 

'. The attacks began on 4 and 5 Hay as expected. More enemy forces were 
committed in the main attack .'>gainst Saigon than at Tet. HOl.rever, A.llied 
knowledge of the enemy's plA.n, poor preparation, inexperienced personnel 
plus losses inflicted. on the enemy during his movement to''Iard the capital 
contributed to his defeat. Elements of onl;y 9 of the 27 battalions committed 
reached the edge of the city and the largest element >!as company size. In 
addition, more North VietnamesE') Army personnel "ere involved in the attacks 
and "ere not familiar enough -,,lith built-up areas to conauct an effective 
attack. Despite heav-.! enen\)' losses, sporadic contact continued in the 
capital' area until ear].y June. Resistance ended w'hen remnants trap):>ed in 
the northern outskirts of the city surrendered in mid-June. Else,.,here, 
the enemy achieved some degre,e of coordination Idth supporting attacks by 
fire in IV Cvrps, II Corps am, southern I Corps. 

Damage in built-up areas during early Hay "'liS not as great as that 
resulting. i'rom the TET offens:ive; but, again, the outlying villages and 
towns around Saigon >!ere hardest hit in damage to private dwellings. 

The U.S. and GVN announced a program called "DONG TAW', in the Jrd 
week of J;;ay, to accomplish the rapid reconstruction of housing and the tem­
porary resettlement of the people whose houses were destroyed by the enell\)' 
attacks and friendly counterffi<9aSures. The combi.ned operation was highly 
successful and, by mid-July, over 900 farrily housing units had been con­
structed by U.S. Arll\)' and Air Force Engineers, NA.vy Seabeos, ARVN Engineers 
and Vietnamese civilians in the areas of destruction. 

The enemy attempted further attacks into June, primarily in the 
Central Highlands and southern I Corps, but his efforts were preempted 
by friendl;y acttons. Several rocket attacks were conducted against the city 
of Saigon in June inflicting many civilian casualties. The attacks were 
designed to terrorize the population >!hile attempting to create an impreSSion 
of military strength. That the indiscriminate attacks >!ere not more frequent 
or intense can be attributed to the fact that alIi.ed troops captured 551-107nun 
and 1221l1In rockets cached ,·.d.thin firing range of Sa.i. on during the period 
1 March through 4 July. During that same period, the enemy still managed 
to fire 215 rockets into the general Baigon area. 

Pacification aeain received a setback as a result of the second 
offensive but it >!as minor in comparison to the loss of security following 
the TET attacks. The percentage of the population living in secure areas 
continued to increase during .June. The setback for the en8ll\Y was much 
worse; overall, he lost "nother 30,000 men killed in action in his second 
offensive. He then mthdrew .into his base areas and border sanctuaries in 
order to refit, retrain, ana receive replacements. 
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In July, 11 perioo of relatively liLtle ,mell\)' initiated activity pre­
vailed. 'l'he enemy fenerally avoiaed contact \·/tile !<Lallllin,s for ,[hat he 
refers to as his "third offensive". 

Concurrent ,.Jith battlefield successes, there ,·ere other significant 
developments "a.th regard to the improvement of the Vietnamese Armed ~'orces. 
On 31 July, a program involving a phased reduction in the number of U.S. 
Arrqy Advisory personllel serving with a regiment of t1:e AIi.VN 22nd Infantry 
Divis ion was implement.ed on an experimental basis. 'L'he prograra "as 
mutually developeo. by the Senior Advisor and Commanding General of the 
Division and it involved the replacement of advisors \'lith Combat Assistance 
Teams. The teams ,;ere made up of fe"er personnel in a liaison capacity. 
The Vietnamese officers and inf:mtrymen demonstrated an outstanding ability 
to conduct combat operati.ons without advisors :md the decision ',ras made to 
implement a similar program ',Jithin the other two regiments. At the comple­
tion of the program, the number of advisoFJ personnel 1-rith the division 
droppec about 100 personnel to almost one-third the number authorized. 
This reduction freed allocation:3 WIder the current force level which could 
be utilized to augument other p:riorities 11ithin the HAC\! advisory effort. 

Prior to the increased itct:ivity in August, all Vietnamese com.'oat maneuver 
battalions had been equipped "it: the H-16 rifle. This had a significant 
impact on their combat effectiveness. The firepo.-rer of these troops '''as in­
creased over 50 percent l:T.it h the new '"eapons and, ,iust as important from 
apsychological standpoint, these ',rere the same weapons being carried by 
Americans. As the N-16' s went to the regular battalions, those units in 
turn handed over many weapons, Buch as B-2 carbines, to the Regional and 
Popular forces who were armed mostly 14th 11-1 ri ,'les. This led to a 
noticeable increase in the aggr.!ssiveness of these troops who began conduc-
ting more combat sweep operations in contrast to normal static security missions. 

The enenw plan for a third offensive envisioned an ofi'ensive of longer 
duration than his Tet and 5 Hay attackes. He planned to seize the initiative 
and exploit it in several follmv-up phases. He expected to "egin with 
diVersionary attacks against targe"s of secondary importance, such as Ban 
Me Thuot, the fringEls of north','rest III Corps and areas in the Delta. A final, 
decisive and rapid attack was to OB launched against Da Nang. The en~ 
commanders relied on the belief that they would be able to I'etain flexibil­
ity, preserving the combat capabilities of the major forces in key objective 
areas for comnitment at the decisive time and place. The enerqy1s strategy 
involved threatening outlying areas, such as Tay Ninh, hoping Allied re­
deployments would expose more v:ltal objectives, such as Saigon. If this 
happened, he r;lanned to move through the gaps. If not, he intended to use 
his relative strengt.h to attack in the outlying regions 'md expand his 
control there. 

Inherent j.n his planninr, "'E,re the hro very impQ)~tant factors that his 
losses must be kept to a minimum and that his blO1.~s must, be staggered. These 
overriding considerations "rere borne of necessity and not by choice. 
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The ene1:\jT's "third offLnsive" of the year began on 18 August with a 
sflries of attacks in the th:ree northern Corps followed by coordinated 
attacks, larp,ely of a harraBsing nature, in IV Corps two days later. 

In central I Corps, the plan for a "crushing blO\.r' against Da Nang was 
prevented by the quick destruction of the attacking forces. His trv for a 
quick attack aRainst Ban Me Thuot in II Corps was frustrated uy Allied 
reinforcements, and his diversionary attack at Duc Lap, to the south.:est, 
viaS repulsed "y AltVN and CIDG tro(,ps. In that effort, the 1st NVA Division 
suffered heavy losses. The Vietnamese foufht extremely 11ell 'md, even though 
the enemy had the advantage of a nearby Cambodian sanctuary and a superior­
ity in numbflrs he ',:as unable to capture the CIDG camp or the District 
heaoquarters. 

To the south, in III Corps, the main effort was some dis tance from Saigon 
in Tay ·Ninh Province. Although the city of Tay Ninh apl,earcd to have been 
an objective, only a small t;roup of enemy act,ual1y penetrated one euge and 
"eloe quickly uri ven out in about 2 hours with insignificant results. His 
ground at"acks, by largely NVA troops, against f:Lre support bases of the 
U. S. 25th Infantry Division in thel'ay Ninh area, were repelled ,.i th heavy 
losses out! he failed to accomplish the aesiret! "eakening of the Saigon 
defenses. In IV Corps, aggressive ARVN opel'atiol1s pre-empted planned multi­
battalion attacks on Cai Lay and Can Tho cities. During the first two weeks 
of his "third offensive" over 10,500 enemy were Jdlled country-wide in an 
aborti ve effort, which proved much weaker than the previous two off ensi ves. 

Before the offensive was finally called off in late September, the enemy 
KIA figure passed 25,000 wit.Lout anyone knowing for sure whether a 
"third offensive" had taken place. 

In September, Allied forces continued to ma:Lntain the initiative, seeking 
out the enemy forces in his base areas. Substantial quantities of food 
supplips, munitions and weapons totaling over 300 tons were captured in I 
and III Corps by U.S. and ARVN forces. On 14 September, ARVN troops found 
the largest nnmitions cache of the war in the Binh Long-Phuoc Long Provinces 
border area just south of Cambodia. The 40 to 50 tons of munitions '·.rere in 
wooden crateB and "ere mostly of GOlllIllunist Ghine:le manufacture. The loss 
of those supplies undoubtedly had an impact on the enemy's ability to initiate 
or sustain combat in certain areas of the countr;r. Despite this, NVA replace­
ments continued to infiltrat.e, although the rate began to drop, and North 
Vietnam showed no intention of deviating from it's goal of subjugating the 
South through armed agc'ression. 

There had been some ea.rlier indications that the quality of the individual 
enemy soldier was deteriora.ting, which were partially evidence<1 in August; 
but, in October, t,ro battles gave positive indi(:ation of this deterioration. 
The first action occurred on 5 October in the Delta. In a day-long fight, 
infantrymen from the U.S. 9th Infantry Division killed 90 enemy, captured a 
and picked up over 160 indi.vidual and crew-served weapons left scattered on 
the battlefield along .dth a large quantity of !uT4l1unition and equipment. 
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O!l~.::r OLe :: •. ~. soluilJr "a3 pi:: 'U lYl the pct.ic·r • iLF,t ot.;r:l t.rc --P:-t' DYl3 '.vore 
the. r;st jn ~-_it: rtrr"JIlul, t,he :roor oattlefield (jj!;;cir line 0,' Uq? Vir:·t Cong 
traoT's ,'l;lS not char:J.cteristic of the eEf.r,y our forcef; .:pr(-~ cr~;r;~iC:in,~ in 1967. 
fit tIle oLhE:r ei"ld 01' t hf: COl.lEtry, {IIi. 25 Cc-t.ot,lcr, mechF1.n~"~·,ect in_~'<lJ.tI"',rmcn from 
tllf,~ 1:..; t Hl'igade, jth Ini'antry iJi vision, t i'iechard~;td) cc·nductccl :'1 ~i r'eer into 
the southern lJemi1i:LarJzed Zone, l)USed on inte11igencf, ann COt :~··('d 8..~l\()rth 
VieLnarf:f~~)e ArIiI~r i;l1ttalion. In a Clay-lon l '. heav,~,r lJuttl_G, 2.:-2 ~jVA 8ol.diers 
,Jf:re killeu i,hile U .~j. Qe ;,ths ert () i<: ill c() • More thaJ, ~~:~i() in;,:;,i vidu:J.-l a.nd 
cre ... .J-servEu "[fFlIons ",Jere left beh.~nd. LJ,';' the retreating ~'';\'i~ lroo)'G. 'J:his \'la:5 
tbe lar~_',cst number cf v.1e<.t;';one captureu in an;:' sinr).e cYl~)a~~eF;ent 0:1 Lhe ','far. 

In late ~)erten(ber ane. earl,/ OCLO~H3I', a. (lirlliILution oj' t.he 8IWIT1;jr threat, 
in I Corps 'ws noted clue to the success of illuividual allG con,IJlled militar;r 
operations l,'1hicIl hao. inflicted severe 108:-.-e6 on man;,," of the enemy's oest 
fiLhting tmits since August, forcing him to pull clack for refitting. In 
GOTnfJ caseB this refitting took place as far al,1ay as his eneLW sanctuaries 
,:eU north of the 17th parallel in Laos. Since j,here ";as stin " substantial 
threat in Ill. Corps, the aeci.sion \",as made DJ' COMISMACV to redeploy the entire 
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) into northern II I Corps, 50 to IOO miles 
north of Sai,(on. ','he high~ iDobile air cavalry [;trikin,' ""orce, or some 
19,000 men anG over 400 helicoYJters, began rlOVinF: south on 28 October and was 
seckin;r out :'l,nd cngag:j,ng NVA troors 500 mil(~s from its o1d operational area 
Hitr,in three da;,ls. rfhe move !.'ns completed by mjci-NoveDb(~ro 

A hp-avy enC!J;?" rocket attack on Saigon nrec8c!ed the announcement of a 
U. S. cps saLion of bambi nr; a "ai nst Lhe north on 1 F ovember. I"ollm:inr the 
bomhing lnlt, r,houfCh, the c'nemV cant nu~,d his mL,itar,v acUvities in the 
Demilitarj7ed Zone as ",ell as jn other ,'arts of the country. There 'las a 
daily average of about 20 separate incications of his ftr:tivity in the DMZ 
renorted. Tl'.is activit', included AAA and sl'Vlll arms ,'ltt.acks on oi'sf'rvation 
;drcraft over the southern DEZ and construction (If various tn;es oC military 
fortifications lIitrin the DMZ. In adoition, an officer from the l)Rth NVA 
regiment, captured on 26 Novmnber by ~1(VN troops J stated th"t major elements 
of his regiment ',rere still in the southern DIIZ. 

On 15 IJ ovember, U.S. 5th 3 f;cci.al Forces Graul' Advico!'s,"er" ',iit:-Htra',m 
1'ro],l anoUler l,IDG camp in the Delta, the 5t): such, "ithdr:nral S:ence 1')67. 
By mutual .3.grAcmeDt, Lhe -\/ithara'ilais are LJe:~.ng Jilhde when thf.! V ietn:-::jllcse 
Special ;'orces LElarns demonstrate their ability to conduet comLClL oi,erations 
N'lthout U.S. lacivisors. 

At auout midr:iort on 13 November, U,e heaviest sinl;le aC"Giol\ of the 
month took place when an ARV~ !tanger uattalion repeiled an iU;C>""lilt t,y two 
NVA b'lttaiions in northern Tay Ninh Province killing 287 enEmy while losing 
only 4 rangers killed. 

The hunlet r;valuatiotJ Sysl,en, resu.Lts c(%piled for 1;l1e month 01' 
~10ver,1Ler si"tO;Jed that 636,800 more Vietnamese reople "ere IDcorporated into 
the category inhabiting relattvely secure ar8a". 'fhi', "'as a 3~ per cent 
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increase over the previous J:lor,th ond uroueht the total to 76.3 per cent of 
the country-wide population - the highest level for that category since the 
initiation of the program in 1967. As area security spread, there .,as a 
corresponding drop reported in the number of people living in contested and 
enemy controlled areas. More than 90 'per cent of the people representing 
the November increase are living in rural areas. 

At the beginninp; of the month of Decemoer, intelligEnce on enerr~' move­
ment and activities, coupled with numerocs small contacts with NVA units 
ind:~cated the enemy would possiilly att','mpt a :Courth series of coordinated 
attacks "dth the main effort in III Corps. U.S. and ~EVN SHeep operations 
in the northern part 0 f the Corps, coupled with a si,<mificant number of 
B-52 strj.kes during the month, ap;ain set back hi" timetable by inflicting 
heav;,' casualties on his forc as. The eneIl\V offen"i ve had failed to materialize 
by the ond of the year. 

The most significant action in DecemtJer was the higl·ly successful com­
bined cordon operati.on "~IEADE RIVER" in I CORPS. The operation succeeded 
in trapping sizable elements of the North Vietnamese Arll\Y' s 36th Regiment 
(Inuependent) in an area soutil'dest of Da Nang. ~~he 36th NVA ltegi,uent arrived 
in Quang Nam Province from North Vietnam early in the year. In 3 weeks of 
fieht'ing, which ended on 9 December, U.S. Marine,;, Vietnamese alla Allied 
forces hilled ano captured more than 1,000 enerrw soldiers, 75 percent of whom 
;,ere I\VA troops. From the standpoint of personnel losses and the defeat 
of an enel1\)' unit of the size involved, this cordon operation was, in all 
probability, the most successful of the war to date. In 'concept, coordina­
tion and execution, it equaled Operation CEIlA.R FALLS which cordoned and 
neutralizea the enemy's Nili tary Region 4 headquarters in the "Iron 
Triangle" area of III Corps during January of 1967. 

Predictably, the enen\Y' failed to adhere to his "ceasei'ire" over the 
Christmas holiday. During the 24 hour stand-down observed by D.;"., GVN 
and 1"ree World 1"orces, a total of 133 incidents ",ere reported ofW'hich 
47 were considered Significant. As during the pr.evious ceasefires proclaimed 
by the enemy, his \,'eapons ki.lled and ,wunded Ame:rican and Vietnamese 
soldiers and innocent civilians. 

In conclusion, although enemy o ffensi ve operations during the periods 
of Tet and Hay \Jere violently executed, resulted in serious loss of life, 
both military and civilian, and caused extensive property damage as well as 
reverses to the pacification effort, the situation '.'las restored by early 
summer and at extremely heavy cost to the enemy. During the remainder of 
the year a total ",= was waged against all elements of the enemy's system, 
the infastructure, the guerrillas, VC main and local force units and NVA 
forces. Pacifieation and AH1!N improvement continued as the top priority 
missions. All of these actions combined to forestall signficant enemy 
offensive operations, destroy his "8.r materiel, disrupt his movement and 
force him over to the defensive. 
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'file :,eav;~' i'i:). :'in.". of 'ret ,i!nJ ha.;/ enh[";1.n .. cu t.Le cunfll1ence : .. iiC 

a!._>I'e~ .. oivene::.;s or "the Al'J.JeG. force::> of tIJe Repu~iic oi' Viet.llilL, al:.':"l 1'e­
fl(-;cted tbeir basicall,"/ sound combat carabi.li t~/. The reHiainuer of the 
ye:,r ',as marked by an acceler;tted efiort Cit iInprovir,g the efl'ect:LveneCls 
of Ld'~AF throUfo~h ec;uirment J:10dr;rnizati.or~, r..anpower l~iobj.lj_zati0rl, l,cadersid.p 
dc-veloprneIlt .J.nd uJ~~~radeci. tr'"1.ining. 

Pacifi cation FIno nation builcLne ~'Jere serious1y retarded ~urin8 
early 1968, ;'rir':ru'il~! oeCaU;38 of t!-e l,idenpr8a.d Jlat81'iel Gf:-;tructior; and 
"he veneration of large numbers of re!Ufef-~5 resulting j'roril fj_i-.'.f:ti,rv in 
urban ~lreas during the rret ilnd lvJay offensives. B;y IJ.te sumner, there 
d i~;lo cati01, s hact been larr~el'y QVercorr,e and pravj ousl:! pi.anned ;;rogra!fIS rc-
3urr:.mi. The Accelerated Pacification Ca"lpaign Has launched :in ~!ove~:.bf;r 
1968, aimE-:;d prir;!8.rily- A.t expandin~~ area and :no'~_:ulation sec,lrit~r, plus 
the identification and el:i.':rLnation of clandestine enenlY infraCltrvcture 
rp,rsonr!f~l ;Jnd influence. 

OveraD., the q"aUty of [,r,G enem,y's forces ',;as degr:lQed ccnsiderably 
durj nf\ the' yc-~o.r. Units ~ihich had A. l;.l.rre turnover of per~)onnel ~l:r'C no 
lo;:.r;pr ef~"'en:.j.v(') becrluse the ma;jorit~.r of the replacements httvC been 
II ~;reen" recruitB. l'Jany of tl~ e expcrim:ced cadre ",rere 10fit, retHJ..lti.nf in 
a si:ortalC8 of leaders, bot), on the battlefield in the soutL and in tLc 
tra.inj.nr :,':).3e8 in tile north. A bignificant Ylercf"ntage e:f the North 
Victn=ose "Liistca )~rison"rs, \;],0 entered ~outh Vietnam during the year, 
received less than tbe normal anount 01.' training and some rE~cAiv8d no 
traininr, at all. A trend to·,lard an irlcreasea number of Viet Cong rrisoners 
;·,ith 180s than three rr,ontbs total service was notice". Evidence was re­
vealed showing the en",![\! w,w employing more olaer <.ina younger corauatants. 

As the year endea, tlie flo" of North Vietnamese troo;Js ant! vorrur.unist 
Chinese ea,Jons .:lIld anmrunitioI), through Laos and Cambodia into the hands of 
tWA anQ VC units in the s, .. u·Lh, concinued. i,hile the enew,)' lClet to talk 01' 
peace at year's end, it ·,laS clear that there [lad been no chmge in his 
effort to faoricate an impression of military strencth in South Vietnam at 
the cost of many men. 
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REYIEW Q..L EVENT:~ 

JANUARY 1968 

GENERAL: The level of enem;y activity fiuctuated during the month of 
January. Characteristic enem;y action included: Ilttacks by fire, attempts 
to interdict lines of communications, sapper atta,:ks, and large-scale in­
filtration of enem;y units into major cities. The ene~ activity increased 
sharply during the early part of the Tet holiday period as attacks were 
conducted against friendly installations throughout the country. In the 
early part of the month, the en~ violated the New Year's standdOlffi per­
iod by commiting nmnerous major and minor incidents of terrorism and at­
tacks by fire. U.S. and FWMAF curtailed offensiv" operations from 1800 
31 Dec thru 0600 2 Jan 1968. By 0600, 2 January, 110 incidents had been 
reported, 37 of which were significant. These incidents resulted in 1 
CIDG and 27 u.s. soldiers killed and 205 U.s. and 9 CIDG soldiers wounded. 
A total of 387 ene~ were killed. 

u.s. and other Free World Forces curtailed offensive operations at 
1800 hours on 29 January in accordance with the planned 36-hour stand-
down during the Tet period. Bombing was stopped :north of Vinh and south of 
the I Corps area. The Government of the Republic was forced by ene~ actions 
to cancel the standdown truce at 0930 hours on 30 January. us. and other 
Free World Military Assistance Forces ended their defensive posture after 
repeated attacks by North Vietnamese and Viet Cong forces throughout the 
Republic. However, air strikes north of Vinh in North Vietnam were not re­
sumed until the last day of the month. 

I CORPS 

In the area of the Demilitarized Zone, elements of NVA units were 
deployed in the area north of Con Thien and Goi ld.nh, and in the coastal 
area northeast of Dong Ha. The ene~ forces sustained heavy casualties 
while conducting reconnaissance and probing actions in the Con Thien and 
Gio Linh area. The en~ used indirect fire support to reinforce his at­
tacks. Hostile forces located north and south of' the Khe Sanh Combat Base 
continued reconnaissance activity, attacks by fire, and probing actions 
throughout the month. These activities climaxed on 21 January when the Khe 
Sanh village and the Huong Hoa District Headquarters were overrun. En~ 
activity then declined untiljo January. 

In central I Corps, the enem;r conducted several coordinated small­
scale attacks southwest of Da Nang and in the Hoj. An area on 3 January. 
On the same day, enem;r forces launched a rocket attack on Da Nang Air 
Base. At the same time, in the Que Son area, North Vietnamese Army el­
ements attacked several helicopter landing zones supporting Operation 
WHEEIER/WALlOWA. Two of these attacks were supported by 122mm rocket fire. 
No other significant activity occurred until the Lunar New Year. 

Beginning in the early morning hours. of 30 .ranuary, 'the en~ launched 
a series of coordinated attacks against major military installations and 
population centers. 

-_._-_ .. _---



On 31 January, during the Tet holiday period, enemy forces attacked 
friendly installations in the Bien Hoa and Long Binh area. other ele­
ments of Viet Cong forces conducted attacks in the Saigon and Tan Son Hhut 
area. The attacks in the Saigon area on 31 January resulted in approxi­
mately 700 enem;y killed. 

IV CORPS 

In IV Corps, the enem;y initiated small-scale attacks on friendly 
forces during the early part of the month. During the New Year's stand­
down period, the enemy collllllitted 14 major and 29 minor incidents. 

On 4 January, in Dinh Tuong Province, elements of the 7th ARVN In­
fantry Division captured an enemy soldier, who subsequently led friendly 
forces to 41 enem;y weapons caches. Uncovered in one of the weapons caches 
were fifty-five l20nun mortar rounds. On 6 January, the enemy conducted 
minor coordinated attacks in Vinh Binh Province. On 8 January coordinated 
enemy activity was noted in five provinces throughout IV Corps. Enem;y 
activity subsided after mid-January. Starting again on 31 January, the 
enemy conducted widespread attacks against district towns, friendly de­
fensive positions and airfields throughout the Corps area. 
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The hi;;hest number of enemy ~illed in the III Corps area 
during January was reported in Operation YELl.oAdTvNE. 1.he enemy 
initiated (leavy attac~s against base camps of the 25th Infantry 
Jivision throughout the month, but failed to achieve a militar'y 
victory in the area. Tae month t s action can be:it be desccibed 
as almost daily [~oderate contact:s. fhe cnemy lost. 7JJ soldiers 
killed while U.S. losses totalled 73 infantrymen killed in action. 

rour battalions of Hain Force Viet Cong failed to Overrw\ a 
fire support base of the 25th Infantry Division and lost 382 of 
their number in thei!; effort on 1 January. The Viet Gong launcited 
their attack during the afternoon, hours before the termination 
of their announced Ne,,, Year's standdo.m period. 

,'he attack began "i th a mar tar and rockc t-grenade barrage 
lasting tilrough the afternoon and evening. Then short.ly before 
laidnight, still before the end of the truce, tHO battali.ons each 
from the 271st an!! 272nd Hain Force Viet Gong RE,giments. launched 
human w:ave assaults against the fire support base perimeter. 

fhe defenders from the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, 
repelled the enealY's attac~s 'lith smaU arms, authomatic weapons, 
hand grenades and supporting fire. The tubes of the h.owitzers 
were lo\~ered and l05ll1ll rOWlds were fired directJ.y into the Viet 
Cong attackers. Heavy fire support was provided by U.:l. Army 
helicopter gWlsh1ps and U.S. Air Force tactical aircraft who 
bombed and strafed enemy positions and escape routes. 

U.s. casual ties were 23 killed and 153 wounded. In additiun, 
to the 382 enemy killed, they lost 87 individual. (rifles, carbines, 
sub-machine"Ulls) and 29 crew-served !?eapons (machine guns , mortars, 
recoilless rifles). 
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In Operation WHEELER/WHALLOWA during the month, U.S. 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile) units from the AMERICAL Division killed 1,425 enemy with the 
loss of 1Z7 Cav troopers. The operation, being conducted in Quang Tin and 
Quang Nam PrQvinces, was supported by 641:> direct air support sorties and 
93 naval gunfire missions. 

The major battle during the month in this operation took place 011 3 Jan­
uary. Elements of two North Vietnamese Army regiments attacked two AMER­
lCAL Division positions and suffered heavily in unsuccessful attempts to 
overrun the U.S, positions. Two hundred and eight-seven North Vietnamese 
Army soldiers lost their lives in the actions. 

After firing intense mortar, recoilless rine and artillery fire into 
Landing Zones (LZ's) "Ross" and "Leslie", the NVA units followed the at­
tacks by fire with ground attacks against the perimeters of the fort­
ified LZ's. 

At one point the enemy forces penetrated the perimeter at LZ "Leslie", 
but were driven out by the defenders. The barrels of 105111D1 howitllers 
were lowered to the horizontal, and fired high explosive ordnance point­
blank into the attacking enemy. Although two other landing zones nearby 
received mortar attacks, the enemy concentrated his ground attacks on 
"Ross" and Leslie". 

Throughout the action, the A~lCAL soldiers of the 3rd Brigade, 1st Cav­
alry Division (Airmobile) defending the two landing zones were supported 
by U.S. Army artillery and helicopter gunships and U.S. Air Force tactical 
aircraft. 

In addition to the 287 killed, the North Vietnamese Army lost S7 individual 
(rines, carbines and submachine guns) and 20 crew-served (machine guns, 
mortars and recoilless rifles) weapons. 

The AMERlCAL Division units lost 17 soldiers for a kill ratio of 16.9 to 1. 

In another action, AMERlCAL Division infantrymen killed 147 enemy 21 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky on 7 January. Two companies, supported by artillery 
and helicopter gunships, engaged an unknown size enemy force. The enemy 
employed heavy mortar and recoilless rine fire against the AMERlCAL troopers. 

During the lO-'hour battle, 147 enemy were Idlled, many as a result of sup­
porting arms. Eight u. S. caval.ryJnen were killed in the action and 44 were 
wounded and medevaced. 

Throughout the remainder of the month, action was reported as moderate in 
this area. 
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On 23 January, elements of the Capital nOK Infantry Division 
made contact with an eneR\v force in the vicinity of Phu Cat, 14 
miles northwest of Qui Nhon and ldlled 278 enemy soldiers during 
the next five days. 

Reacting swiftly, the Koreans deployed six companies in an 
encircling manuever and trapped the enemy force in their cordon. 
'rhe ltepublic of Kprea troops were from the 1st Regiment, Capital 
nOg Infantry Division. 

Before nightfall on the 23rd, two platoons from the 1st 
Battalion 69th Armor, normally attached to the U.S. 4th Infantry 
DiviSion, had deployed into the cordon from positions along Route 
19 to the west. In addition, two platoons of mechanized infantry 
in ar.mored personnel carriers from the 1st Battalion 50th Infantry, 
normally attached to the U.S. 1st Cavalry Division, deployed into 
the northwest' portion of the cordon from northern Binh Dinh 
Province. 

Gradually tightening the circle through the next five days, 
the Korean troops fought the enemy during the day and maintained 
their tight cordon at night preventing the enemy's escape. 

The enemy force was identified as at least two companies of 
the 9th imttalion, 18th Hegiment, 3rd North Vietnamese Army Divi­
sion. 

During the engagement, the forces in contact were supported 
by U.S. Air Force tactical aircraft and U.S. Army helicopter gun­
shipe. 

While killing the 278 enemy, the Korean forces suffered 11 
killed and 25 wolmded. The kill ratio for the engagement was 25.3 
enemy to' 1 Korean. There were no, U.S. casualtieS reported. 

In addition, 145 enemy· individual and 21 crew-served weapons 
were captured. Eleven North Vietnamese Army suspects were detained. 
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REVIEW II EVENTS 

!!!!!U!.!~! 

GENERAL: Action was heavy throughout moot of the Republic during 
the month. RVNAF. US and other Free World Military Assistance Forces 
first repelled en~ units which had attacked numerous installations 
and population centers during the South Vietnamese Tet celebrations. 
and then went on the offensive to destroy or neutralize the en~ 
forces. There were approximately 39.867 enenw killed during the month 
of February in the RepUblic. This is the highest rrumber of enemy 
reported killed during any one month of the conflict. 

I CORPS 

Beg1n1ng on 30 and 31 January. the enemy launched attacks by 
fire. coordinated with ground assualts. on military installations 
and population centers throughout I Corps. Ho was quickly repulsed 
from Quang Tri City. Ila Nang. Hoi An. Tam Ky and Quang Ngai City 
suffering heavy casualties. Fighting persisted in the Hue Citadel, 
however. until 25 February. North Vietnamese Arnw elements remairled 
active in the Demilitarized Zone area throughc)ut the month conducting 
sporadic attacks and harassments by fire against Allied positions. 
Elements of a North Vietnamese Division attacked friendly forces at 
Cam 1.0 on 2 and 7 February. The NVA 325C and 304th Divisions remained 
deployed in the Khe Sanh area. On6 February elements of the NVA 
?5C Regiment unsu.Ql!Qs'lf'ully.&as!l.i,!1ted Hill 861. 3 miles northwest 
orthe-Khii"SanhCombat Base (KSCB};idiIfEi'enenv- artillery. mortar 
and rocket fire was directed against the combat base itself. .~_1 
Fe]?tlla.ry.·.,,·el:emeMe···o-£-the.NYA.3.04th .... Divis.ion.,ov,erran ... the ... Lang .. vei. 
gIOOQi,mpAA!.l._~g!1.in.atta.ckedKS.CDb¥-.tire. Nine Soviet-built PT-76 
a.IIlplilbious tanks were used in the attack against Lang Vei. Several 
of the vehicles were destroyed by the defenders before they were 
forced to evacuate the camp. KSCB was attackfld by fire on other 
occasions during the month but ground assaults of any size did not 
materialize. Casualties and damage to equipment at the base as a 
result of the fire were light. 

North Vietnamese forces harassed Allied shipping during the 
month on the Cua Viet River in an attempt to j.solate Dong Ha from 
waterborne resupply and secure a personnel and logistics infiltration 
route. In mid-February the enemy, using l22mrn rockets. attacked 
friendly forces in southern Quang Tri Province. Rocket attacks were 
also conducted in the Hue and Phu Bai areas during this period. 

On 31 January Viet Cong units reinforced by NVA forces attacked 
Tam Ky but were driven back almost immediately sustaining heavy 
casualties. Toward the end of February. enemy forces were again 
contacted in the Tam Ky area and once again repelled with heavy 101lsee. 



Elements of all enemy battalions in Quang Ngai Province 'll'ftre 
involved in the 31 JanuaI7 attack on the provincial capital. Th'lre 
included local force companies and PLatoons from as far south as 
~c Pho District. The enemy sustained some 800 killed in the actions 
in the city area which continued untU about 4 February. 

BeginniJ:!g 31 January the VC Hue City Sawer Battalion, and several 
NYA Battalions attacked Hue from the west and south. Some 2,500 
prisoners were released from the city jaU, ma.ny of whom were impressed 
into enel1lY units to compensate for high combat casualties. Other NYA 
units joined the action and fighting continued untU the enemy was 
completely ejected from the Citadel on 25 February. His forces re­
mained on the outskirts of the city and presented a threat-in-being 
during the remainder of the month. The following is an account of 
the fighting at Hue: 

Hue, the ancient Imperial capital city of Vietnam, is the t,hird 
largest city in the Republic of South Vietnam. The Citadel, or Imperial 
City, isa walled-in portion of Hue sitting on the north bank of the 
Perfume River, and the barrier around the Citadel forms a 2,500 meter 
square. The outer stone wall is one meter thick and five meters high 
and s!lparated from the inner wall by dirt fill. The distance between 
the walls varies from 75 meters to 17.5 meters. 

Within the Citadel, is the former palace area where the ancient 
.Emperors of Vietnam lived and in which some are buried. Hue is 
generally regarded as the most beautiful city in South Vietnam and 
is popular as a tourist site. 

The headquarters of the 1st Infantry Division, Army of the Republic 
of South Vietnam, is in the northern corner of t he Citadel portion of 
Hue. 

A stand-down in military operations had gons into effect at 1800 
hours, 29 January. The next; morning, however, the Tilt truce in South 
Vietnam was officially terminated because of the numerous violations 
by the enemy and the let ARVN Infantry DividOll in Hue went on 100% alert. 

An element of the Reconnaissance Company of the 1st Division, was 
on a river and area surveillance mission four kilometers southwest 
of Hue during the night of 30-31 January. At 2200, a Regional Force 
(RF) Company to their east was attacksd by a large enemy force. The 
recon troops reported that elements of at least two enemy battalions 
fUtered past thsir position during the night moving in the direction 
of Hue. 

At 0340 two salvos of enemy rockets, launched from the mountains 
to the west of ths city, impacted in the Citadel area and intense 
fighting broke out in all sections. 



I 

The eneuw lIIUleuvered two battalions, the 802nd and the 800th, 
into the Citadel toward the 1st Division's headquarters. But as the 
latter unit approached the Hue City airfield at 0400, it was engaged 
b,y the 1st Division's reaction force, the Black Panther Comp&n7. 

As the SOOth NVA Battalion crossed the airfield, it was met b,y 
heavy fire from the ARVN troops which broke up the attack. The 800th 
was then diVerted to the south, 1,000 meters short of the 1st Division 
Headquarters, after losing 30 men killed on the airfield. 

Meanwhile. soldiers from the 803rd NVA Battalion had penetrated 
the 1st Division compound and had occupied the ,,,rea of the medical 
company. About 30 ARVN staff personnel, mostly clerks, assaulted 
the enenw penetration. The provisional platoon killed five NVA 
soldiers in the compound and another 40 as they tried to flee to the 
west. An attack on the main gate was also repulsed by the ARVN troops. 

By daylight, the eneuw occupied the entire Citadel except for 
the corner that contained the Division Compound. Identified as the 
6th NVA Regiment, the enenw soldiers had established a blocking position 
with the 806th Battalion outside the northwest corner on Highway 1, 
the main reinforcing route from the north. 

At the same time, across the Perfume River to the south, the ~~CV 
Compound was under attack fran elements of the 4th NVA Regiment. 
Following a rocket and mortar attack, the 804th Battalion with highly 
trained sapper personnel (demolition experts), tried to assault the 
compound but were thrown back by grenades and small anns fire. Enemy 
bodies found the next day revealed that the NVA unit had planned 
to overrun the compound and destroy it with explosives. 

By dawn, '~he enemy controlled the entire Hue area except their 
two prime objectives--the 1st ARVN Division Headquarters and the MACV 
Compound. Plans were put into effect to get reinforcements to those 
two areas, and the Commanding General of the 1st Infantry Division, 
(ARVN), issued orders to the 3rd Regiment, the Vietnamese 1st Airborne 
Task Force, and the 3rd Troop, 7th ARVN Cavalry to move to the Citadel. 
At the same time, two companies reinforced with tanks from the 1st 
Battalion, 1st U.S. Marine Regiment at Phu Bai were also dispatched 
as a reaction force. 

At 0920, 31 January, Vietnamese annored cav troopers and the 7th 
Airborne Battalion departed their base camp, 17 kilometers north of 
Hue, and proceeded south on Highway 1. Four hundred meters short of 
the Citadel the enemy attacked the convoy with an estimated two battalions. 
The 2nd Airborne Battalion was dispatched from the Quang Dien sub-
sector to reinforce the contact. Fighting continued but by early the 
following IIIOrning, 1 Febuary, the convoy had broken through and 
entered the Division Headquarters by the northern gate. Units in the 
convoy suffered light to moderate casualties, and the, 3/7 Cavalry 
lost four of its 12 annored personnel 'carriers. . 
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The 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 3rd Regiment then moved along 
the north bank of the Perfume River to the Citadel where they spread 
out along the southeast wall, unable to enter the walled city. The 
1st and 4th Battalions of the 3rd Regiment, which had been on operations 
southeast of Hue when the en~'s Tet offensive began, both were cut 
off by eneny forces and had to fight their way back to the ci.ty. 

After breaking the enemy encirclement, the 1st Battalion maneuvered 
eastward under constant harassment to the coast.al outpost of Ba Lang. 
On 1 February, the battalion boarded Vietnamese motorized junks and 
arrived at Division Headquarters at 1500. 

The 4th Battalion, 3rd Regiment,was surrounded by the 804th 
NVA Battalion on the morning of 31 January, and it took the unit four 
days of continuous fighting to break the enemy encirclement and reach 
t.he MACV Compound. By 4 February, 170 men from the battalion managed 
to get to the compound. 

Meanwhile, the tliO companies of U.S. Marines from the 1st Battalion, 
1st Regiment and tanks that had moved north from Phu Bai during the 
morning ot 31 January, engaged the 1st Battalion of the 4th NVA Regiment 
first at the An Cuu Bridge site on Highway 1 and then again only 
700 meters south of the MACV Compound. The Marines arrived at the 
compound at 1420, after hard fighting. 

Both of the Marine companies then crossed to the north side 
of the Perfume River and attempted to enter the Citadel, but were 
repulsed as the enemy, firmly entrenched between the Citadel walls, 
kept up a heavy volume of fire. The Marines returned to the MACV 
Compound and together with the rest of the battalion, which joined 
the next day, proceeded to enlarge the friendly perimeter on the south 
side of the river. To accelerate the expansion, the 2nd Battalion 
of the 5th U.S. Marine Regiment from Fhu Bai reinforced the 1/1 Battalion 
on 2 February. 

On 1 February, the 2nd and 7th Vietnamese Airborne Battalions, 
together lIith the ARVN 3/7 Cavalry and the Black Panther Company, swept 
toward the west and recaptured the airfield. On the same day, one­
half of the 4th Battalion, 2nd Regiment was airlifted from Dong Ha 
to the Citadel where it deployed south of the Division Headquarters. 
The next day, the rest of the 4/2 Battalion, a company from the 3/l 
Battalion, and the 9th ARVN Airborne were airlifted into the Division 
Headquarters area. While the 9th Airborne Battalion joined other 
airborne units near the airfield, the 1st Battalion, 3rd Regiment went 
into position along the northwest wall. 

Durinc the first fe,!, days, the three airbarne units re~rte. 
killing ever 200 ef the enemy in the vicinity ef the airfiel •• an. 
en 4 February the 1/3 Battalien recaptured the An Hea Gate en the 
nerthwest wall and pushe. teward the western cerner. . The 4/2 Batta11en 
alae made geed pregress on the eastern side of the Clta.el, and mevea 
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about half-way before the ene~ resistance stiffened. Casualty fi~res 
on the 4th revealed that 693 en~ had been killed in the Citadel and 
te the northwest of Highway 1. 

On the 5th, the Airborne Task Force was redeployed along the north­
east wall and the 4/2 Battalion took up positions by the airfield; on 
the follewing clay, the 4/2 Battalion drove all the w"'y to the southwest 
wall and set up its CP on the breastwork. But on the night of 6/7 
February, the en~ attacked this position six times and the battalion 
withdrew eff the walls. At one time during the night the enemy came 
over the walls from the west with grapling hooks. 

On 5 February, too, the 4/3 Battalion managed te cross the Perfume 
River and assault the south gate of the Citadel seven times although 
it was never able to enter. The unit then took up positions adjacent 
to the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 3rd Regiment ,just outside the 
southeast wall and along the Perfume River. 

On the 6th, the 1/3 Battalion attacked and did secure the western 
corner of the Gitadel wall. Then, during the early merninl!: hours of 
the 7th, the six-span bridge, the only overland link with the two 
battalions of U.S. Marines on the south side of the Perfume River 
was destroyed by the en~. 

Unable to penetrate the Citadel from the south, the three battalions 
of the 3rd Regiment (th 2nd, 3rd and I.th) were rut aboard Vietnamese 
junks and transported by water to the Divisien Headquarters on the 7th; 
they were then deployed to the airfield area the next day, relieving 
the 4/2 Battalion. 

On .3 February the 2nd TroGp, 7th Cavalry, had been ordered to 
move from Quang Tri to the Hue Citadel. But the 2/7 Cavalry and the 
1st Regiment, 1st Division were then engaged in the provincial capital 
city. On 6 February the 2/7 Cavalry broke out and began moving south 
on Highway Ildth 15 annored personnel carriers and one company of 
infantry from 1;he 2nd Battalion, 1st Regiment. 

Stepping at Camp Evans that night, the convoy started out the 
following morning for Hue. About 12 kilometers north of the Citadel, 
the convoy cut east and then south across rice paddies and entered 
the Division Headquart.ers at 1700; it had traveled all the way 
without any ene~ contact and without any .50 caliber ammunition. 
The units were then re-anned and deployed to the airfield area, 
releiving the 3/7 Cavalry. 

The weather for this first week of fighting--overcast and chilly-­
had enabled the ene~ to move men and supplies into the Citadel with 
a reduced threat of allied air power. On 7 February, the Vietnamese 
Air Force planes dropped 500-pound bombs on the southwest wall for 
the first large scale aerial bombing. 



By the end of the first week, enemy casualties rose to over 
1,200 killed and an intelligence estimate placed two enemy battalions 
within the Citadel: one in the southwest, the other in the southeast. 
A third enemy battalion remained outside the western corner to block 
Highway 1, and the enemy still maintained hie capability of resupply­
ing in large quantities from the west. 

The general picture during the next week-from 7 to 12 February 
indicated a well dug-in enemy offering stUf resistance and with little 
head~y being made by friendly forces. The enemy, infiltrating fresh 
NVA troops each night, continued to probe the 3rd Regimental positions 
near the airfield. 

A company of U.S. Marines from the 1st Battalion, 5th Regiment., 
reinforced with 5 tanks, arrived by boat at Division Headquarters on 
the night of the 11th, and on the following day the rest of the battalion 
arrived and took over the southeastern portion of the city, relieving 
the Airborne Task Force. 

The 1st and 5th Battalions of Vietnamese Marines from Task Foree 
Alpha arrived on the 12th with six 105mm howitzers and were deployed 
to the southwestern portion of the city; these troops had been fighting 
in Saigon during the early part of the enemy's 'l'et offenshe. 

Both of these fresh units had the mission to sweep toward the 
southeast wall, a distance of about 1,000 meters, but the enemy, 
during the previous few days, had taken advantage of a heavy overcast 
to strengthen his positions in the Citadel with new men and supplies. 
On the 12th, when the battl.e was renewed by fresh troops on both sides, 
savage street fighting took place. 

The 3rd Regiment and the 2/7 Cavalry first attacked the enemy 
salient west of the airfield. On the 14th, the enany broke out of 
this salient and cut off the 1st Battalion of the 3rd Regiment in 
the western corner. The Black Panther Company and the 2/7 Cavalry 
broke the encirclement two days later. 

Also on the 14th, the 1/5 Battalion of U.S. Marines attacked a 
vital ga~. on the northeast wall but were repulsed by a well dug in 
enemy; the· Marines did succeed the next day as artillery and naval 
gunfire were directed onto the enemy positions. Air strikes by 
VNAF, US Marine, and US Air Force tactical air(lraft continued on the 
14th and 15th with most of the ordnance being delivered al.ong the 
southwest wall. 

The Vietnamese Marines, moving cautiously in the southwest killed 
39 enemy on the 15th and recaptured a schoolhouse near the Palace. In 
the classrooms were 22 weapons, 8O-6Qmn mortar rounds, and 10 grenades. 
It was also learned on the 16th that the commanding officer of the 
enemy forces in the Citadel had been killed and that his replacement 
had immediately requested permission to withdraw his troops from the 
city; permission had been refused and he bd been told to defend in 
place. Harassing and interdiction artillery and naval gunfire began 
to make enemy movement at night, especially to the west of the city, 
very costly. 
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On the 16th, the 4th Battalion of the Vietnamese Marines arrived 
in the Citadel. They were dispatched on the 17th and given the mission 
of sweeping down the southwest wall to cut off an enemy infiltration 
route. The enemy resistance was strong, however, and after two days 
the 4th Battalion had gained only 400 meters. 

On the 18th, the Black Panther and Reconnaissance Companies moved 
to the right flank of the U.S. Marines, along the northeast wall of 
the Palace, while the 4th Vietnamese Martne Battalion joined Marine 
units the following day in the southwest for a detenn.ined push to the 
southeast -.11. 

On 2l February, the U.S. 1st Cavalry Divi:3ion (Ainnobile) sent 4 
battalions on a sweep through the La Chu area, five ktlometers to the 
northwest of Hue, and a suspected enemy regtmental headquarters was 
overrun the following day. The Cavalrymen lost 4 men killed, but 
the enemy suffered 41 killed and had 23 weapons captured. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. Marines, using their tanks and ONTOS vehicles, 
attacked within one block of the southeast Citadel wall. There, 
after receiving an additional company, they reached the southeast wall 
on the 22nd, with the 2/3 ARVN Battalion on their right flank. 

At 0630 on the 22nd, the NYA, feeling the pressure of the advancing 
1st U.S. Cavalry Division troops, lauched a massive ground attack 
through the southwest wall against the 3rd Regtment and the 4th and 
5th Battalions of the Vietnamese Marines. Eight-inch fire from the 
1st Cavalry Division and fire from ARVN l05mm howitzers onto the enemy 
for a two-hour period broke the attacks. The Black Panther Company 
then spearheaded a counter-attack by the 3rd Regtment which resulted 
in 150 ene~ killed. The Vietnamese Marines also counter-attacked 
resulting in 48 enemy killed and 23 weapons captured. 

The 21st and 39th ARVN Ranger Battalions landed by boat outside 
the northeast Citadel wall, also on the 22nd, and began to sweep south 
on the large island east of the city. These Rangers, part of the I 
Corps reaction force, met light to moderate resistance during their 
three day operation, killing 55 enemy. 

During the following night, the ene~ launched a rocket and mortar 
attack followed by a ground assault in the western area of the city, 
but the AHVN artillery fired over 300 rounds in this area and by 
daylight the attack had been repulsed. While this action was taking 
Place, in the southern portion of the Citadel, the Vietnamese 2/3 
Battalion conducted a surprise night raid along the southeast wall 
seizing the area around the main flag pole. At 0500, 24 February, 
the Viet Gong flag, which had nown for 24 days, was ripped down and 
the nag of the Republic of South Vietnam raised in its place. 
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At 0730 on the 24th, the 3rd Regiment, Black Panther Company, 
and the ARVN 2/7 Cavalry moved forward to the southwest wall and met 
only light resistance. By 1025, the 3rd Regiment had moved to the 
wall and secured it. The Black Panther and 2/3 Battalion were ordered 
to take the Palace, and the units entered it ~.t 1515; by 1700 the 
Palace had been secured. At no time during the 25-day battle had any 
artillery fire or air strikes been called in on the Palace grounds, 
although the walls surrounding the area had been partially destroyed. 

The Vietnamese Marines also began to move. against light resistance 
and by nightfall they had swept all the way te, the sout.hwest wall. 
At 0500 on the 25th, the last enemy stronghold. fell and the Citadel 
was declared secure. FiftY-3ix more enemy wea,pons were captured, 
together with 102 rounds of 13-40 ammunition, l6-6Omm mortar rounds 
16-S2mm mortar rounds, and 158 assorted grenad.es. 

Meanwhile, four battalions from the 1st U.S. Cavalry Division, 
north and west of the Citadel were in position to intercept the 
withdrawing enemy. These troops killed 152 enemy soldiers at La 
Chu and to the west of the Citadel, in addition to capturing 96 
weapons. 

Enemy casualties in the Hue City area during the period totaled 
over 2,500 killed. . 

During the remainder of the month, enemy activity was at a low 
level in southern I Corps. 

II COHill 

In II Corps on 30 January, the enemy initiated offensive actions 
in the cities of Konum, Pleiku, Ban Me Thuot, Tuy Hoa, Ninh Hoa and 
Nha Trang. On 31 January, Phan Thiet was attacked. Dalat was hit 
on 1 February. Ground attacks were generally preceded by attacks by 
fire aimed at Government of Vietnam and U.S, facilities. In the larger 
cities, the enemy infiltrated his forces into the populated areas 
and launched attacks from within. Pleiku, Qui Nhon and Ninh Hoa were 
secured by the allies within a day after the enemy attacks. In 
Kontum and Ban Me Thuot, where major enemy forces consisted of North 
Vietnamese units, the fighting continued for almost four days. After 
initial failures in Tuy Hoa and Phan Thiet, the enemy attempted to 
return on 3 and 5 February, respectively but were quickly defeated. 
Except for Dalat and Phan Thiet, the enemy withdrew his force to base 
areas after being repulsed. In the Da.l.a.t area, the enemy held strong 
points for about three weeks. Probing actions continued around Phan 
Thiet for several days. 

In Kontum City, elements of the 24th NVA Regiment and the VC 
304th Local Force Battalion withdrew after SUffering heavy losses 
early in the month. Enemy action was relatively light in the area 
following the fighting. 
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While attacking Ban Me Thuot, two battalions of the NVA 33rd 
Regiment and a VC local force battalion suffered heavy casualties 
in early February. Atter the battle, the NVA units withdrew from 
the area, but. harassing attacks by fire continued sporadically during 
the rest of the month. 

The battles during the Tet period in the c(Jast,a.l provinces were \ 
not as severe as those in the western highlands. Nha, Trang "Wtl,S the 
scene of the most significant action in this Berea as a North Vietnamese .I 
Army battalion attacked the city. 

On 11 February, elements of two VC Main Force battalions were ') 
exrelled from holding actions within the city., They entered the city 
again on the 18th but were quicly repelled a.nd withdr",..,. 

:In Phan Thiet, two VC Main Force battalions failed in their 
inital attempts to penetrate the city. BetweEOfl the 3rd and the 18th 
they again attacked and, at times, held sections of the city until 
completely driven out on the 20th. Sporadic (:ontacts continued near ,I 
the city during the remainder of the month. '''' 

Although the enemy generally withdrew from the urban areas 
after his init:!.al attacks in II Corps, attacksl against hamlets, 
villages and Regional and Popular Forces outpc,sts, as well as attacks 
by fire against friendly installations, continued throughout the 
month. No major contacts were made following the initial offensive. 

In II Corps. over 7,000 enemy were killed as a result of allied 
actions during and following the eneny's Tet offensive. 

III CORP.3 

The assault against Saigon began early on 31 JlI.lluaI'Y. 'I'he 
objective was apparently to seize and hold the national capitol, 
thereby paralyzing the government, and to close Tan Son Nhut, Airbase. 
Units identified in the Saigon attack were the 0-10 Sapper Battalion, 
the 267th, 269th and 1st VC MF Battalions and the 2nd and 6th Independent 

" VC LF battalions. The main attacks were directed against TSN Airbase, 
the JGS Compound, and the Cholon District of Saigon. Attacks were 
also lnade against several U.S. BOQs and BEQs. 

'rhe attack against TSN began at 0400 hours with a mortar and 
ground assault. Units identified in the attack included the 267th, 
269th and Dl6 MF Battalions. Approximately 100 of the enemy managed 
to penetrate the perimeter of the field, but were killed or withdrew. 
Reaction forees and helicopter Lf'Ts quickly responded and by 1000 hours 
the perimeter of the field had been secured. 

The JGS Compound located near TSN Wli.e attacked the same morning 
by a VC Battalion supported by elements of thE> 0-1.0 Sapper Battalion. 
Two companies of the VC Battalion managed to penetrate into the Headquarters 
area of the compound, but were ejected during the day. Another 
element of the 0-10 penetrated the grounds of the American Embassy; 
hOllever, they failed to get into the building itself and by 1000 hours 
all of the attackers were dead or captured. The enemy probably had his 
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greatest success in western Cholon where he oPE,rated in sections of the 
area for about a week. Units indentified in this attack were the 2nd 
VC and 6th VC LF Battalions. Military police, National Police and units 
around the periphery of the city took the brunt. of the fighting until 
reaction forces arrived and broke the back of the enemy's attacks. 

At the same time. two Main Force Regiments of the VC 5th Division 
attacked the II FFV Headquarters at Long Binh and Bien Hoa Airbase. 
The attack was initiated by rocket. mortar and small rms fire, and 
then followed by a ground assault against the airbase. Both regiments 
suffered heavy losses and by 2 Feburary were withdrawing to the east. 

After having taken heavy casualties in the cities, the enemy 
began a number of attacks by fire in other parts of III Corps on 3 
February. The U.S. base camps at Lai Khe. Dau Tieng. Quan Loi and 
Cu Chi were attacked with 122mm rockets and recoilless rifle fire. 

On the 5th, the enemy tried to regain the initiative in Saigon 
by attacking south Cholon, and pushing to the northwest. They were 
stopped and contained by ARVN units. On the same day, Free World 
Military Assistance and ARVN forces began Operation TRAN HUNG DAO. 
While units of the U.S. 1st, 9th and 25th Infantry Division swept 
around Saigon, ARVN units swept parts of the city. Surviving enemy 
were forced out of the area, many being killed or captured b:, the 
Allied forces in the outskirts. 

During the following week, enemy actions throughout III Corps 
were reduced to attacks by fire and attempts to hold positions occupied 
after exfiltrating the city. A number of VC were contained in the Phu 
Tho Race Track area on the western edge of Cholan and continued to 
fight sporadically until 21 February. One of the reasons actions 
continued in this area for this length of time was because the track 
area had been designated by the enemy as an assembly and rallying area, 
as well as supply base and field hospital. As llIlits attempted to link 
up with their compatriots, evacuate their woundod and obtain supplies, 
they moved toward the race track where they wern engaged by allied forces. 

On 18 February. the VC attacked 21 targets by fire throughout the 
Corps area. Province capitols, major towns. U.S. installations and 
airbases were hit with mortar and 122mm rocket fire. Song Be was 
the scene of a ground assault the same day, and the market place was 
occupied by the enemy for about nine hours before it was secured by 
friendly forces. 

Elements of the VC 9th Division, which had moved from its normal 
area of operations north of Saigon prior to Tet. were contacted by 
Allied forces conducting TRAN HUNG DAO as they a.ttempted to move away 
from the city. 
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Intermittent VC harassments by mortar, recoilless rifle and l22mm 
rocket fire were conducted after the 18th, although ground contacts were 
light. Friendly units continued to sweep areas of enemy concentration, 
and daily contacts were made during the last week of the month. 

IV CORPS 

In the Mekong Delta of IV Corps, enemy forces launched coordinated 
attacks which started during the early morning hours of 31 January. 
During February, they attempted to maintain pressure on urban centers 
and solidly positions in the country-side, but these attempts resulted 
in more than 6,000 enemy troops killed by allied forces. 

Between 31 January and 2 February, the fighting in IV Corps reached' 
an unprecedented level of intensity. During the first three days of 
the Lunar New Year, 13 of the 16 Province capitols were attacked, and 
portions of the cities of Chau Phu, Vinh Long, My Tho, Ben Tre and 
Can Tho were held for periods of time by enemy units. 

Despite some element of surprise gained by the enemy, ARVN and 
U.S. troops methodically re-established their control over these 
cities. As the fighting developed, it became apparent that the enemy 
had been amply supplied with new model weapons and ammunition. There 
was widQspread use of AK-47 assault rifles and RPG-2 and 7 rocket 
launchers. The siz.e of the enemy units had been greatly augmented 
prior to the offensive. Many of the enemy dead and captured were 
youths between 14 and 16 years old. Interrogation of the detainees 
revealed that many of them had been inducted only days prior to the 
offensive and had received the bare rudiments of weapons familiarization 
and tactics. 

After 4 February, the enemy's coordinated offensive activit~es 
dropped off sharply. Friendly sweep operations around t,he IlllI.jor 
cities resulted in large numbers of enemy casualties. These operations 
revealed, however, that the enemy intended to maintain a threatening 
posture around the urban areas. The largest concentrations of forces 
were in the vicinity of Can Tho, where three ba,ttalions relllll.ined south 
and west of the city, and along Highway 4 between My Tho and Cai Lay. 

Enemy. activity between 4 and 17 February was characterized by 
sporadic attacks by fire one towns and airfields throughout the Corps 
area. Witp the exception of a ground attack against Bac Lieu City on 
the 10th (which eventually cost the enemy over 100 casualties), the 
enemy's ground activity was limited to harassment of outposts and watch 
towers in the rural areas. Binh Thuy and Can Tho airfields in Phong 
Dinh Province were principal targets for attacks by fire during this 
period. 

On the morning of 18 February, the enemy attacked eight province 
capitols, five major airfields and the Dong Tanl naval,operations base. 
These attacks were well coordinated and were ct~racterized by a high 
volume of mortar and recoilless rifle fire. It. is interesting to 
note however, that the intensity of these attac:ks did not approach the 
level of the 31 January attacks. 
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Enemy activity decreased after these attacks and remained at a 
relatively low level during the remainder of the month. Friendly 
sweep operations and reconnaissance-in-force missions continued to 
make light contact near Cai Lay and Can Tho dur.ing this period, whUe 
the ene~ devoted much effort attempting to interdict Highway 4. 
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REVIEW OF EVENTS 

HAUCH 1968 

G""J'll!:R.AL: Actions during Harch decreased significantly compared to 
the level during February. Allied sweep operations and heavy losses 
sustained during and following the Tet period forced the enemy to pull 
back in order to refit, resupply and receive replacements. Although 
enemy forces continued to hit friendly installations and some cities 
Nith stand-off attacks by rocket, mortar and recoilless rifle fire, they 
rC'1era.lly avoided becoming he:1vily enraged in ground combe.t. 

I CORPS 

In I Corps, enemy initiated action was limited primarily to attacks 
by fire on the combat bases south of the Demilitarized Zone. Incoming 
fire in the Operation SCOTLAND area averaged about 100 rounds per 24-
hour period, although 200 rounds or more were received on 10 se::nrate 
days during the month. Reports of trench and tunnel construct:Lon by 
enem:r forces in t'ce vicinity of Khe Sanh were received, but attacks 
against the combat base were limited to probes of the perimeter. Air 
p01<er 3.nd allied artillery inflicted heavy losses on the enemy, and 
construction of fortifications and activity of enemy ground forces fell 
off noticeably late in the month. 

Further to the east, below the DHZ, Marines working from the Con 
Thien Combat Base fought two sharp battles with North Vietnamese Reg­
ulars early in tbe month. Incoming enemy mortar, artillery and rocket 
fire was generally light during March, although on the 16th, about 440 
rounds hit positions in the Operation KENTUCKY area in Quang Tri Province. 

In fighting lasting throughout the month, U.S. Marines and ARVN 
troops engaged the enemy in seven major action:s in northeast (,luang Tri 
Province just below the DMZ. The enemy's losses due to these engagements 
were 916 enemy killed. 

Several Allied military installations in t~e III MAF area were hit 
with enemy mortar, artillery and rocket attacks on 4 March. Positions 
in Thua Thien, (~ng Nam and Quang Ngai Provinces were attacked during 
the early morning hours. Four of the installations were in the Da Nang 
area. 

Indications of enemy activity in the A Shau Valley became increas­
ingly pronounced. Route 547 and 547A leading .from the valley toward Hue 
were upgraded to support enemy mortar transport. Enemy munitions caches 
were also located in the area. Enemy units generally avoided contact, 
apparently devoting much of their time to replacing personnel casualties 
lost during the Tet offensive and to resupply activities. 
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On the first day of the !'lonth, one of three enemy trR.ldeY's attem'1t.:ing 
to infiltrc:.te munitions into th" Repc::olic I"e.de an unsuccAs~f',l run &t a 
b'3ac:i in QuD.ng NgJ.i Prov":'nce. The travller ',",<-.t.o dete.cted. and c~l::"lJ e"" gcd 
~.3 :;,t "ntcl'ed territorhl waters southeast of Due: Pho. The ship's crCI-T 
elected to employ a self-destruct device when it becmne apparent their 
miss10n had no chance of success. 

PROVTIlIONAL COrtI'S, VIETNAM was activated and becculle operational 
on 12 March. The new corps, commanded by Army Li.eutenant General Wi.llirun 
P, Rosson, is under the operational control of Headqnarters, III MAF and 
is responsible for operations conducted generally in the northern two 
provinces. 

II CORPS 

In II Corps, major contacts were reported on 4 March in Phu Yen 
Province and on the 26th in Kontum. Otherwise ground contacts were 
generally light and scattered. Instead the enemy employed attacks by 
mortars and rockets while he attempted to rebuild his forces severely 
hurt during the 'ret offensive. 

In Phu Yen Province, ARVN and U.S. forces combined to kill 21$ 
enemy near Tuy Hoa on 4 March. Tactical air. and helicopter gunships 
supported the engarement. Eight U.S. troopers were killed in the action 
while AHVN losses were light. 

Two or threE! enemy battalions hit a fire support base of the 4th 
Infantry Division 31 km west of Kontum City during the early morning 
hours of 26 March. Nineteen U.S. were killed in the action, while 135 
enemy dead were found during sweeps of the area after daylight. 

On 1 Barch, an enemy trawler attempted to approach the coast north­
east of Nha Trang but was taken under fire by U.S. and Vietnamese Navy 
patrol boats. The ship was destroyed about 0230 when hit by 81 mm 
mor~ar rounds. 

Enemy initiated activities in the southern portion of II Corps remained 
at a low level during March. Elements of the 10lst Airborne Division 
(Airmobile) continued to conduct Operation MCLAIN in that area, t<hils enemy 
forces were principally involved in attempts to interdict lines of 
communication. 

III CORPS 

In III Corps, RVNAF and U.S. forces combined to kill nearly 500 enemy 
soldiers: in the vicinity of Trang Bang in Hau Nghia ?rovince during the 
last week of March. Elements of the VC!NVA 271st and 272 Regiments an a 
VC Local Force Battalion were identified in action in the area. 
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In other areas of the III Corps, major contacts ""ere limited a.s 
enemy main-force units avoided becoMing decisively enra['ed. Attacks 
by mortar, rocket and recoilless rifle fire were conducted af'ainst 
several Allied installations during the month, but were l:if,ht in terms 
of ammunition expended and damage caused. 

Friendly forces discovered a number of large enemy munitions caches 
during the month. During the psriod 11-24 }larch alone, over 150 122mm 
rockets were captured in Hau Nr,hia and Bien Hoa Provinces. Some 1,200 
rounds of 60mm and 82mm mortar ammunition were discovered in one cache 
about 12km north of Saigon. Allied units, sweeping the provinces through­
out the corps area while conducting ,~UYE1' TIlANG OFFj£i~~IVE, may have 
materially affected the enemy's plans for a major offensive in the Saigon 
area to' follow their Tet campaign. In at least two instances, POW's who 
were captured at the 'lame time as a number of rockets were ca?tured, 
stated that the· rockets were to have been fired into the Saigon area. 

IV CORPS 

Enemy initiated activity in the Delta remained at about the sarne 
level as late February. Action vms generally light as the enemy sought 
to rraintain a "threat in being" by hitting outposts and lines of com­
munication. This is an indication t·at much effort was directed toward 
recrlJiting and training forces to fill his depleted ranks after suffer­
ing heavy losses in late January and early February. 

Enemy attempts to infiltrate munitions into the Delta by trawler 
were thwarted in An Xuyen Province on 1 !'larch, as they were in two other 
locations in the Repuhlic on the same day. Direct hits from the main puns 
of the USCG Cutter WINONA caused secondary explosions aboard the trawler 
and destroyed it. Attempts to resupply by sampan were also opposed and 
disrupted during the month as over 350 of the watercraft were taken under 
fire and destroyed by helicopter gunships. 

The U.S. and Vietnamese TRUONG CONG DINH OFFENSIVE was initiated in 
the Delta on 7 and 8 March, res?ectively. Elements of the ARVN 7th and 
the U.S. 9th Infantry Divisions conducted the offensive. At month's 
end, over 900 enemy soldiers had been killed by the combined forces • 
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credited with killing 495 NVA soldiers durinp. the month. To-
gether with ARVN 1st Infantry Division troopers, they killed 784 
enemy in the first 1 El dallS of the month. Over 305 of this number 
were killed on the 11th of ~Iarch when the ARVN soldiers contacted an 
NVA battalion 5 kilometers south-southeast of Gio Linh. Holding 
the enemy in place, the ARVN forces requested supporting fires from 
1I.S. sources. U.S. ~Iarine tactical, aircraft., helicopter gunships 
and artillery, as ''/ell as Anny helicopter rocket-artiller;v, attacked 
the enemy. When contact with the enemy was lost, 305 enemy dead 
and 54 individual and 19 crew-served weapons were found on the 
battlefield. . 



· Al-IEHICAL Division soldiers and Supporting air, artilJ.'Jry",';,j Navy 
gunf~re accounted for 1,164 enemy killed wh:ile con~ucting Operation . 
Wll~LER/WALLOWA durin\, ~a:ch in Quang Ham and Quang Tin Provi.nceD. 
Thlrty-three of the D~VJ.slon IS soldiers were killed during the period. 
Hany of the enemy ca.sualties were caused by tactical air strikes and 
artillery missions. Almost 400 sorties were flown by Air Force and 
Harine Corps crews. 

About half of the total enemy killed were as a result of 
contacts on eir,ht da~rs, with the bil'Fest counts on the 9th and 
21st. On 9 March, ~lElUCAL Division cavalry units and an in­
fantry company from the division IS 196th Lir,ht InfantI";'r Bripade 
made heavy contact with an enemy unit of unknown size 15 kilometers 
northwest of Tam Ky. The action continued from 1015 until about 
1930 when contact with the enemy force was lost. 

The U.S. forces called for extensive tactical air, artillery 
and helicopter gunship support. This fire support was credited 
wi th many of the enem:' killed, and kept friend~ casualties to 10 
wounded requiring medical evacuation and !l wounded who were treated 
and returned to duty. 

On the 21st, troopers from the AMERICAL's 198th Lip,ht Infantry 
Bripade, topether with divisional cavalry elements, killed 112 
enemy near Hoi An. This was near the location where 11th Light 
Infantry Brigade members had killed 64 enemy the previous day. 
There were 'no U.S. fatalities in either engapement, althouph 8 
soldiers were wounded on the 20th and 18 on the 21st. 

Republic of Korea ~Iarine!l, operatinp .lust to the west of the 
AMERICAL Division contact on the 21st, killed another 35 enemy 
soldiers. The action bep$n when an enemy force attacked and tried 
to overrun a ROK Marine Con1J8l1Y. The Koreans first beat off the 
enemy force, then cOlmterattacked, forcinp the enemy to flee and 
break contact. Three of the ROK Marines were killed in the 
action. 

The armor/infantry team concept, supported by heavy tactical 
air, helicopter gunships and artillery supPOrt, resulted in a 
ratio of 35 enemy killed for each AMERICAL Division soldier killed 
durinp the month. 
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RON MARlNE9~ AMERICAL DIVISION TROOPS 
WILL 211 ENEMY IN TW~ VICINITY OF HOlAN. 

20 ,'J.ltCH: At 1810, six kill (4 miles) s:> atheast of lioi An, two companies from the Amer­
ical Di visior. !Daile contact with nn enet!IY force of unknowrl size. 'ihe two 
comp"nies at "acked tho enemy with artillery in' support and killed 64. US 
casualties were 'only t! wounded. 

~ 1 Alu.CH: At 1430, seven km (4 miles) south of Hoi An, , reconruisEltnce 
unit from the Amer·ic"l Division made contact with on unknown 
size ellomy force. Helicopter gunships from tho 17th Air Cev­
alr;y supt·orteu. One hundred twelve enemy were killed. ~'here 
were no U:; fatuUties ;,nd only B m; soldiers were wounded. 

<1 ,!hl.OIl: At 1755, seven km (4 miles) south-southwest of Hoi An, the 7th 
hOK !·jarille Compul13 was nttacked by en unknown size enemy force 
employir~~ small t, rms fire. The ItOK t-\Hrines counter-at t. cked 
forcing "he enell\Y to break contact. The ItOK I skilled' 35 enemy 
!Jnd sustained:; killed ,ond 9 wounded. 
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ARVN and U.S. forces canbined to kill 273 enemy soldiers on 
15, 16 and 17 March. The total came as the result of three sipni­
ficant contacts about 24 kilaneters west-northwest of Saip.pn. 

The first contact occurred on the 15th when a troop from the 
11th Annored Cavalry Re¢.ment and an infantry battalion from the 
ARVN 25th Infantry Division hit an estimated enelll;" battalion. To­
PoBther with tactical aircraft and artillery support, the Allied 
force killed 81 en~ in the enFRp,ement. 

On 16 March, the ARVN 51st Ranger Ratta.lion and an element 
of the 11th r.av attacked the positions of an estimated reinforced 
enemy company. Apain, tactical aircraft and artillery miSSions, 
a9 well as helicopter p,unships pOlU1ded the enemy positions. Ninety­
fi ve enem:r dead were found in a sweep of the area followinp.: a 
6-hour battle. 

The third battle broke out ,just south and west of the other 
two. Reconnaissance personnel from the 11th Cay ,joined with two 
battalioris from the ARVN 25th Infantry Division to attack an 
enemy position near Xorn Gionp, Son Villap,e. Following this enFRPoB­
ment, 57 enemy bodies were counted. 

Forty other enemy soldiers were killed in this same p,eneral 
area in 9cattered contacts durinp the period. Eighteen of this 
number were found in one mass prave. 

1'/hile killinp, the 273 enemy, 21 AHVN troopers lost their lives. 
There were no U.S. fatalities. Twelve U.S. and 46 ARVN soldiers 
were wounded in these enFRPoBments. 
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Allied operations in Hau tlghia Province netted 470 enemy 
killed on 24, 25 and 26 March in three ma,1or contacts. Forty­
seven Allied soldiers lost their lives in '!;hese engap,ements. 

On the 2/.th, elements of the 1st Bri/!lide. U.S. 25th Infantry 
Division contacted the Viet Cong 7th Cu Ch:l Battalion. other 
elements of the brigade ,ioined with a divisional cavalry unit 
and supported the friendly forces in contact 10 kilometers north­
east of Trang Bang. Tactical aircraft, helicopter gunship and 
artillery missions were also directed on the enemy positions. 

Contact with the enemy unit was lost about 0200 the following 
morning. Eighty-seven Viet Cong bodies were left on the battle­
field. 

An p.nemy force attacked the town of Trang Bang and Popular 
Forces outposts ear~ on the 25th. Elements of the U.S. 1st 
Bcip,ade, 25th Infantry Division ,10ined with the ARVN 34th Ranger 
Battalion and deplo~red to make contact with the enem,v. Contact 
was maintained throughout that day and until about 0530 the next 
morning. 

U.S. and Vietnamese tactical aircraft and U.S. AC-47 Dragon­
ships, artillery and helicopter gunships ,i()ined in supporting the 
ground forces. When contact was lost, 284 enem,v bodies were found 
in sweeps of the area. 

Ninety-nine more enemy lost their livus in an engagement with 
helicopter-landed infantrymen from the U.S .. 25th Infantry Division 
on the 26th. The action took place 7 kilometers northeast of 
Trang Bang. Gavalry elements from the div:lsion reinforced the 
'infantrymen that afternoon and maintained (:ontact until the action 
terminated after dark. 

In addition to the 470 enemy killed in these three engagements, 
49 individual and 23 crew-served weapons were captured on the battle­
field. 
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The sketch map on the opposite page recounts the major contacts 
in Hau Nghia Province during the period 14-31 March. The major actions 
on 15-17 and 24-26 ~hrch have already been de1;cribed on the previous 
four pages. A brief explanation of the other enpal~ments is outlined 
below. 

On 14 March, U.S. 11th Annored Cavalry Regiment troopers 
discovered a p,rave containing 14 enemy dead. The enemy were 
apparently killed by artillery missions in the area. 

Ei/!11teen enem.v were found in graves on the 15th by U.S. 25th 
Division infantrymen. Air strikes were credited with the kills. 

Also on the 15th, infantrymen from the division's 2nd BriP-8-de 
contacted an enemy force 12 kilometers north-northeast of Trang 
Bang and killed 15 Viet Congo 

ARVN 25th Di vision infantrymen and troopers from the IT.S. 
11 th Annored Cavalry Regiment combined to kill 142 soldiers of an 
estimated enemy battalion on the 20th. The action took place 9 
kilometers north-northeast of Duc lloa. 

On 28 March, ARVN infantrymen fran the 2.5th Division, ranp,ers 
from the 34th Ranp,er Battalion, and troopers from the I1.S. 11th 
Cav combined to kill 57 enemy 9 kilometers southwest of Trang Bang, 

The ground forces were supported in all the contacts with 
tactical air strikes and artillery and helicopter gunship missions, 
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