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as nany months, June 

month since the activation of operat'~on'~TIME. 
, 

increase occurred in the number of incidents involvint~ MARKET ' 

TOO units as six additional PCfs joined the operation. 1 Acti~ 

v1ties continued to be varied as patrol units participated in 

a number of search ard rescue and gunfire support missions. 

Forces were also bolstered by the activation of a secord ~IC~. 

POM lEAGUE TRAWlER INCIDENT 

The Cau Mau Peninsula, southern-most region of Vietnam, was 

the scene of two known infiltrat.ion attempts in the five month 

period from December 1965 to l'..ay 1966. Intelligence information 

indicated that this region had been used on previous occasions 

for infiltration of supplies to the Viet Cong.2 With the excep-

tion of a few goverllffiEjnt controlled populati<m centers the entire 

region is urder Viet Cong control. Therefore, movement of supplies 

once offloaded from infiltrating vessels is relatively free. To 

carry out this movement the Viet Cong were reported t" have a well 

developed transportation group operating in the Mekong Delta. All 

these factors combined to make this genaral area 000 of the most 

likely locations for infiltration attempLs. 

In anticipation of continuing infiltration atte"pts augmented 

MARKET TlME patrols were established in Areas Seven, Eight and Nina. 

1 See Appendix I for HARKE! TIilB statistical SumllB.ry. 

2 See Appendix III for translation of the interrogation of a Chieu 
Hoi ralli~.·, lorn-.er Viet Cong rolitical. officer involved in 
infiltration. 
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ship for this "peration;,'Task 'tJiii~ '1'15.3.9. 

and PCFs oper£.ting in Area 7DtTE/ac ;~ 8D~wa~ 'f01"""<I. 

Contnanding Ofricer FlOYD COUNTY as GTU 1i5.3. 9~ . ). ,",-,-

PCF rn.intenance personnel, ani spare p.rts fCU' " the'" pCF8~ie' 

embarked on FWYD COUNTY. 

The patrol was established "i.th two PCFs ani one liPB in,' ArGas 

7D/E ani acID. ani one ,IPB each in Area 88, the'southe,rn half of ' 

Area 9A and the northcro half of Area 9A. FlOYD COUNTY, two DERs, 

two MSCs and one MSO war" given outer patrol tr.lcks (see chart). 

L'1 addition, ~'ARl\ET TIME patrol aircraft ware allsigned a barrier 

patrol around tr,e entire patrol area, with orde),s to report. all 

trawlers and jllnks to task gr"up contnanders ani the ",earest· 

surf:lce ship. 

\ 
\. 
, 
\ 

'-. 

On 19 June' at 1545, an SP2H fran VP-2 on a special barrier " 

MARKET TIME fJJ.ght. detectej a'Xi photographed a trawler at eo posi-

tion eigh~y mi:.es east of the Con Son Islands. The trawler, shewing 

the side numbe),s 2135. was on a course of 210 degrees ani at a 

speed of ten klotS c.11"" firet sighted; it soon altered course to 

220 degrees. The aircraft remained in the area long enC'ugh to 

report the contact, then continued on patrol. 1 

The following !loming was cletll' and calm >d.th one foot seas. 

Patrcl units in Area.. Six and Seven had been alerted to the possi-

Narrative based cn CTF 115 msg 271301Z, Trawler (contact, 2002) 
final report ani debriefing reports, Commanding Offi~er USCGC 
POINT lEAGUE and USCGC POINT HUDSON. 
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CONFIDENTIAL-

biuty of a steel hull contact in their areas. At 0300, USCGC 

POINT IEt,GUE, Jl3.trolling off the mouth of the Co Chien River, 

obtained a redar contact at a dis lan.oe of 7.8 miles (see chart 

for positions). The ccntact was on a courso of 010 degrees at a 

speed of ten knots, headiug toward the mouth of the river. POINT' 

I.E}.GUE reported. the contact appeared to be a steel hull. 

PorNT LEAGUE closed to four miles and r:hallenged by flashing 

light. There was no re~ponse. The contact soon altered course 

to the west and angled for the shore" stopping at a posit-ion 

approxilmtely two niles offshore. POINT LEf,GUE obtained" second 

snaIl Gontact alongside tho first and proceeded at maximum speed 

to close. /~t six hundred yards she illuminated them and discovered 

a forty foot, green-hulled junk al0~sidc a steel hull trawler 

(which was later identifiecl as the same trawler detected tile pre-

vious afternoon by tho MARKET TIME ~ircraft). Upon illumination 

the trawler got underway at approximately twp.lve knots, abandoning 

the junk and heading fat' the beach. Th. time was 0340. 

POUiT LEl..GUE reacted with two warning shots across the bOl'l 

but the trawler continued; simultaneously POlKT LEAGUE went to 

general quarters. She fired a S8COnd burst across the bow which 

the trawler returned with intense .50 caliber machine gun fire. 

From the initi.al burst, POI!<T U"GUE took two hits in the pilot 

hcuse, (n~ an incendiarJ round which exploded~ knocking down the 

executive officer 211d temporarily blin:ling the cor.una:rling officer 

and the helmsrran. POI~"l I.Et.GUE maintained heavy .50 caliber machine 

gun fire during the initial action; at 0350 tho trawler went. hard 
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aground. During the initkl engagement, the junk which ht.d been 

alongside the trawler may have been ounk by POINT LEAGUE '. guni'ire. 

POINT :.EAGUF- took advantage of the trawler's inability to 

maneuver while bea.ched and made a series of three firing runs, the 

first at 1000 yards • .nd the next two at 1400 yardR, using 81J:B1l . 

mortar flares t:l illU!llinate the a.rea. On ')ne run she fired Slmm 

HE mortar rounds at the vessel. She then ctood off and awaited 

assistance. First to arrive was the helicopter fire team from 

Can Tho and a MAliKET TJ}IE VP-2 aircraft. 

,lith the additional support in the area, POIIIT LEI,GUE closed 

the trawler for closer invE:stigation. At 0600 she came un:ter 

.:.utorotic we,a"- ... ~~ fire from Viet Cone anplacements in sand dunes 

')n the beach and was forced to withdr.~w to safer waters. Two 

US/.F F-l00s were called in to strafe and bomb the enemy positions. 

At 0615 an explosion from an unknown cause "as observed onboard 

the trawler. Fire then broke out, burning intensely in t~e 

vicinity of the aftur hold nnd th~ pilot house. 

CTF i15 directed that all possible attempts be madG to ,alvage 

the trawler, and as POINT ~\GUE moved out to replenish her ammu-

nHion, USCGC POINT SLOCUM moved in to attempt !I1l approach. She 

cp...me to ",,1. thin about 800 ;,·:..rda of the trawler, then res ting 

apprcxirrately iOO .verds fran the beech, and rec~ived autolIk~tic 

h"6apons fire from the slh.Jre positions. As POINr SLDCUM 09.dG 

several r.lC'.; ...... passes, !~ oolicopter fire teams ..:loved in with sup-

prEssion fire. POThT :JLOCUl1 continued to fire on the be2.ch, 

.receiving heavy ;>.atcnatic w-:;:e.pons a.nd recoilless rifle or mortar 
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fire in return. 000 Slilall caliber round struck two .811ll11\ mortar liE 
rounds on her forward mount, in1"licting light shrapnel wounds upo" 

one of tbe gwaners. POINT SLOCUM ceased her firing runs as aircraft 

continued to saturat'3 the beLch positions. Light fire was received 

fro", the beach until abcut rJ745. The fires on the trawler increased. 

in intensity and SIIIl!U!lition in the holds started to cook off, 

r(;sulting in nlL::I.erOUS .5lM.il explosions. 

At 'Y/15 USS HAVERFIELD (JER-393) (COMCCRTRON FIVE enbarked) 

arrived. and assumeci. dutio)s as UGr1 on-scene c0nn.ander. Also arrivir,,;., 

on the, s~er~''; during the r..orlllng hours were uni ts troI:l VNN Coastal 

Gro~p 35; Rival' Assault Group 23; USS "0HN A. BOLE (00-755), then 

assigne'i '1.5 ToJ Cor!,,> 'b,etieal Zune naval gu.1fi,." support ship; and 

USCVC P·)IlIT HUDSON. Surface and aiY attacks continued on the Viet 

Cong s;10re positions· -I.n r...n effort t.J elind.nattt enemy re5istance. 

At 1()()(" .1.th tilo ,iet Cong rosistnnce apparently Bupprass.d, 

a coa,posHe boaroing .. nd salvage tOSI:I consi. ling of volunteer 

\ 

\ 

persoru1el frOC! the "r'Es, HAVERFIELD, aea VNN llnits approached the "-

burning trawler in two Co,stal Gr"~p junks. U,1og portable fire 

fighting equipoent they cooled the fire suffici~ntly to permit a 

boarding atteo:lpt. In defiance of the fl.emus am exploding ammuni-

tion, the salva.,;e te1!l.1 boaroc-d the trawlF " and c""",,,nced rEinoving 

cargo. ;'hile I"'rs~nnel continued to fight the fires on board the 

tr,,,ler, POINT LM.GUE made an attempt to tow the trawlBr free. 

The atte'Jpt was aboned by a broken tow line. VNN lSSL 2~5, the 

Vif-!tnruneee on-Deene colI!DaJ'lder, assisted i,:". the attempt. 

USS TOhTUGA (LSD-26) Gr~ive1 on .cene at 1020, assumed OTC 
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for salvage operations, and transferred a damage control team to 

the trawler by LeVP and LCM •. At 1115 troops from the ARVN Twenty-

tirat Division lended in the beach area via U.S. ~ h~l1copteltr 

and established a defensive perimeter. 

Throughout the morning and into the early afternoon U.S. and 

Vietnamese personnP.'. continued to offload cargo and fight the fire. 

~ 1315 the fires were under control, and at 1400 all fires 

were out and 5alvag~ personnel commenced dewatering operations. 

At 1500 another abortive attempt to tow the trawler free was made 

by the boats in the area. The decision was then made to continue 

to dewater ti:" trawler .. nd offload cargo while awaiting the arrival 

of Harbor Cleer-~ce Teams One and Three aboard Light Lift Craft 

One. At 165~ the VIlli Third Coaat3l Zone Cor.unancler arrived and 

ass~cd VNN on-scene commander; and at 1840 the MSTS contract tug 

WINQU:~T arrived in the area. 

khile preparations were continued for towing the trawler free, 

night security was established aboard the trawler and in the adjacent 

area. A heavily e.rmed party guarded the trawler. WPBs, VNN Fleet 

CO~And ships and C~,stel Group junk~ petrolled the waters; t~VN 

troops on the beach oaintained the defensive pe~imeter ashore; and 

USS HAVZRFIEW, USS TORTUGA, USS JOHN A. BOIE, and a flare aircraft 

remained in the vicinity. 

On 21 June at 0400, IJ.C-l and HCT personnel arrived and 

conmenced final salvage opezations. They found the trawler liSting 

about twenty degrees to pert, with at 1,ast ei~ht holes in the deck 

\ 

\ 

\ 

and starboa.rd side from 811llt1 mortar rounds. Numerous smaller holes ...... 
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were fown in the underwater body from internal explosions. At 

0615 divers inspected the underwater body ar~ ir~talled temporary 

p~w.ood patches. A salvage pump and eductors Were used to dewater 

the holds and the engineroom and unloading of cargo was expedited. 

These actior.~ proved effective. At 1110, the trawler righted 

itself on the flooding tide, decreasing the twenty degree list to 

five degree~. This list rerr~in~d constant during the subsequent 

tow to Saigon. /,t 1200 the trawler was pulled free. 1 

The to" .<.s then transfez·red to the MSTS tug l>'lNQUAT". 

Escorted by :;SCGC POINT JEFFEF5m! and LLC-l, ViIilQUAT towed the 

trawler to Vung Tau, arriving there on 22 June at 0600. All other 

units returned to nonnal p;!. trol. 'l'he trawler was then towed to 

Saigon by VNN LSSL 226 v'~ the Soirap River, arriving at the VNN 

sl'ipyaro the morning of 23 June. All cOlltrabo.nl from the ~,"wl.er 

W'lS transferred to VIiN LSIL 328 for shirm>nt to Can Tho. These 

actions wero in accord~nce with orders from the Vietnamese Joint 

General Staff. 

The trawler was 98 feet 11 inches long with a beam of 19 feet 

4 inches, an estimated full load draft of 6 fe.t 7 inches and a 

displacement of 28(1 '"uns. The steel hull was green in color with 

an i veri superstructure and lmd two cargo holds. The only, hull 

identification was the numher 2135 on the bow. As in the case of 

the trawlers intercepted on 31 December 1965 and 10 May 1Su6, the 

numbe:.."'S were on scoreboard-type removable plates with numbers on 

each side. The basic hull configuration was similar to the HISSElf 

1 r.OMNI.VFORV J:lSg 241013Z June 66, Report of Salvage of Enemy 
Infiltr3tion Vessel 

7 CONFIDENTIAL 

\ 
I 

\ 
\ 

\ 



.• ' 
tra\:ler of 31 December an:! the POn,T GREY trawler of 10 May, the 

major difference beine that the superstructure was situated further 

aft. The known anaament consisted of single .50 caliber machine 

g:.m mounts aft of the pilot house., on the forecastle and on the 

port and starboard sides amidships. These guns were covered by 

fishing nets ,men the trawler was first sighted by the patrol 

aircraft (see photograph). In addition to the fishnets, the 

tra'lrrler carried fishing buoys arrl buoy marking poles i"1 th.:- waist 

as e:>moufhse. 1 

Non-t~chnical equi~ent situated on top 0: the pilot house 

and still intact included horns, voicetube, floodlight and flashing 

light key. The compa"s was part:h~lly destroyed, eni the wheel, 

corr:rmss" engine order telegraph and navigation equipnen't \-Jas missing, \ 

indicz.ting emer[.ency destruction procedures ,-rere at least partie.lly 

carried out. Partially destroyed comnnulications equipment, cons1s-

ting of a tran~tter, receiver, dynamotor ani distribution bex was 

recov€l·ed as were two antenna. bases. 2 

The engine room ""as in excellent condition despite a coating 

of oil from the flooding. The engineering equirrnent was in an 

excellent state of repair and an aI.1plo supply of spare parts was 

fClund. Too main engine was a 225 HP four cycle, solid injection, 

air starting diesel of East German rinnufacture. 

Although the actual complement of the crew is not known, 

berthing for fourteen persons wns found. The initial photograph 

showed a total of eleven parsons visible. Following the "ctim 

1 UJ.VFORV msg 241059Z June 66, COllNAVFORV J1ITSUM 72-66 

2 
N!.VFORV msg 211141Z June 66, CCMNI.VFORV INTSUM 69-66 
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ot 20 June five bodies were discovered behind the beach and one 

body was found in the engineroom. Two wOunded cre_1i wre cap:.. 

tured by ARVN troops on the '>here, one of ..mom subsequently died. 

The second prisoner underwent initial interrogation during June 

but revealed no information. 

/.pproximately 100 tons of cargo were s.llVllged frool the 

trawler. l&2 The weapoll3 were predominately of Communist Chinese 
I y ~nufacture, with some Soviet weapons and a small number of north 

Korean rifles. Thh 10 the first known instance of North Korean 

manuf~ctured arms !n the IV CTZ. Some ammunition boxes were dated 

1966, indicating a relatively rapid Chinese Communist distribution 

\ 
system from the factory to the port of origin of tt.e trawler. A",., 

new type of 751I1Dspin-stabilized HEAT projectile recovered, believed 

compatible with OlICCI{ smoQth-bore weapons, would increase the Viet 

Cong anti-tank am anti-patrol boat capability. The large quantity 

of sophisticated weapons on board indicated that the material was 

not intended solely for use in the IV CTZ but was probably destined 

for large main force units in the III CTZ) 

Although some documents were destroyed in +.he fire or other-

wiee disJX)sed of, several were recovered from the trawler en1." 

later, from the vicinity of dead cre"""en behini the beach. The 

engine log recovered indicated that the main machinery had been 

~Jnning constantly at various RPf~ since 14 June, with intcrmitte~t 

operation prior t~ that date. Entries in the navigator's workbook 

1 CTF 115 mag 271J01Z June 66 

2 See Appendix III for complete breakdown of material captured 
from trawler 

3 NA VFORV IDSg 24105 9Z June 66. NA VFORV INTSl'M 72-66. 
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lUX! on charts indic~te.<l a track possibl,y initiating 100 miles 

southwest of Hong Kong and directl,y to seaward of the same area 

of the Chinese mainland t1na1l,y approached by the trawler dis­

covered by USS HISSEK on 31 December off the Ca Mau Peninsuls. 1 

The k.ok .kined es.t of the Macclesfield Bank on 16 June, then 

southeasterl,y on 17 and 18 June to 08-37 degrees nOlth. It then 

proceeded westward toward tbe Conson Islands (Puolo Condore). A 

course alteration toward the nort"west within an hour of the 19 

June aircraft sighting woulO h~ve allo~ the trawler to penetrate 

to the point of discovery at a speed of advance of ten knots. 

This course would have tcl<en it north of an MSO and south of a 

DER on -barrier patrolS, am outside the r-....dar detecLion range of 

either unit at the prcbable passage time. A VP a :ccaft paosed 

within ten nautical Qiles at 0)00 on 20 June; and possibl,y passed 

the trawler at the O!);le range at 2215 on 19 June. No contact was 

established on either occasion. 

A captured ch=t suggested that the intended destination was 

possibl,y the Lang Nuoc River mouth in Vinh B1nh province. An 

alternate course was al.o plotted to the mouth of the Con Chung 

River. A review of the t.'O known and one suspected infiltration 

attempts detected by MARKET TIME units revealed that all these 

entries into the ccast .. "re pler.ned for a high tide at first light. 

In the IV Corps Tactical Zone coastel areas, trawlers of this typo 

can only enter the numerous small rivers am canals at high tide. 

The ]'mer high tides average ten to twelve feet. 

1 NAVIJJVGRP Historical Review, January 1966, p. 1. 
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The trawler had not made an attempt to offload the cargo prior to 

detection as the hatches were still covered arx! the holds were 

still full when the boarding party m&de its initial investigation. 

The loss of this trawler, .ornbined with the loss of the trawler 

on 20 May, represented a serious blow to Viet Cong support. It 

is a loss felt not only in the IV CTZ where the ships .... re inter-

dicted, but throughout other areas where the material might have 

been distribut~.l 

PI. TROL ACTIVITIES 

The steady increase in the number of M1JiliET Tl!£ units in 

country and on J:e trol gave rise to a marked increase in incidents 

during June. Most of these incidents involved patrol units takU,g 

evad:L'1g junks under fire after all efforts to bring the s',spect 

junks alongside, inclOOing use of the siren, bullhorn and warning 

shots, had failed. 

Almost all the evading junk incidents occurred in the First 

and Second Coastal Zones, with a suspect. contact typically running 

C'105e to the beach arxl evading as soon as tho firs t warnings were 

si&nalled. Often the occupants managed to flee to safety on the 

beach or to jump overboard when the first shots were fired. In 

all instances the junks "are either sunk, destroyed or damaged. 

On several 0ccasions enemy gunfire confirmed the auspicious 

junk actIvity. The night of 29 June, PCF 42 responded to an urgent 

request for gWlfire support from Van Ninh subs ector of Khanh Hoa 

Province. Upon delivering 8trom mortar fire, the PCF receivod 

I COHNAVFURV rosg 24t059Z June 66. CUMNAVFORV .lNTSUM 72-66. 
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small arms tire tr:::m the beach •. Van Ninh sub,sec:tolr.l'Iliipci.¥!..1(i 

a reciprocal request from the PCF and delivered ·,05Dm hovU.zer . . .-.., . ' .. 

fire at the Viet Con,g shere positions. During the firing a jWllc . 

attempted to leave the beach. The PCF closed, illuminated ani 

attempted to hail the contact. The jWllc evaded back toward the· 

beach ar.<! was taken under fire by 81mm mortar. Two direct hits 

were scored, "inking the junk and killin,g an estimated five Viet 

Congo During the actbn PCP 42 continued to receive fire £rom 

the beach. After sinking the junk PCF 42 silenced the fire from 

th~ beach with machine gun ...m mortar fire. 

Also on the nit,ht of 2'1 June, usmc POINT LO~'.S, operatin,g 

100 mile. north of Qui Hhon off Quang Nhai Province, opened fire 

on an evading junk. Simultaneously, nutomo.tic ""apor.s fire was 

received from a .econd junk 600 yards north of the first. As 

POINT LOW.S teak the junks under fire, USS ENGAGE (14S0-443), 

operating nearby, ~as called in to a •• 1st. ENGAGE took the second 

junk under fire with her 40nm gun and destroyed it. The first 

junk marulged to beach and the occupants fled. It was then taken 

under fire and destroyed. This acUon took plece during the execu-

tion of Plan END hROL~D. (see 1mergency Action Plans Section). 

On the morning of 16 June, USCGC POINT CYPRESS detected a 

contact Inoving north across the mouth of the Co Chien River. 

f'OI"'T CYPRESS, then at a range of five reiles, proceeded to inter-

cept the contact. Upon firin,g illumlnetion rounds, she observed 

three junks about 25 feet in length, ani fired a series of warning 

.hots. The reply came in a burst of fire from all three junke, 
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re1ol11'lned ~ia t~l,y by P6INTCYPRESSi s 

Wit!lin minutes one junk disintbgrllted in a Vi~'··~:pl').iOll~ " ~"-,.,.:.''.!i. 
other two junke were damaged but managed to evade to 
at the north of the Co Chien River mouth. Thl'e<l Viet Cong were 

confirmed killed, with at least two more possibl,y killed. 

GUNFIRE SUPPORT 

MARKET TlHE unit. conducted pre-planned gunfire bUpport 

,-" 

missio,., ,luring June. On 24 June from 150C to 1530, USO:;C POINT '. 

GLOVER fired a gunfire support misslon at Viet Cong assembl,y points 

on Phu Quoc Is!arxl. She expended forty-two rounds of 81nn mortsr 

ammunition, damaging one Viet Cong structure. On 27 June, USCGC 

PO:U,T CLEt.R, USO:;C POINT GLOVER, PCF 3 arxI PCF 20 fired the • ccom 

mission, also at targets on Phu Quoc Islarxl. 140 rounds of 81rnm 

mortar ammunition were expemed, resulting in destruction of two 

Viet Cong structures and damage to two others. 

MtJlKBT TlllE units responded to eeven requests for urgent 

gunfire support during the month. Most missions were fired at 

Viet Cong installations or troop concentrations. On 8 Jur.e, USCGC 
POINT GIJUIET arxI PCF 5 responded to a call for aosistance from a 

Special Forces outpost under attack on Phu Quoc Island. Forty 

rounds of Bll1J1l cortar SlIJIlunition were fired while assisting the 

outpost. 

~~CYA~ON pums 
Three emergency action plans are available for MARKET TDE 

units to establiah barriers or concentrated area inspections of 

junks and sampens to thwart the movecent of contraband. They are 
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d~signed to be npidly executed ,;1th minbnun communiccUons. 

. Pkn IIEE PiLW;'; ~su,blishas " krridl' Pl'rpendicukr to the 

shortll..i.ru to ;int.;:rcept tr.:!ific moving [:long the crost. ?Jen EIill 

;j,uLTD est,::bllshee <1 'uc.rri~r p<lI'cl.lel to too cOC!stline for inter­

cepting SUspect t.r$.tfic a:oviP..g from sellWt!rd toward the shor~, or 

from th~ shore to the! 50D.. Pltm Cm ... T{.~.L is set to t::stnblish 2.­

specific nra.:::, 'Of sc!"rch "Jhe;:re it is indic.::.tci-d th:.-:t closnr scrutiny 

of tt'l:!ffic, such <?os ~ l..::.r-t;e concentr··~tion of junks, is required. 

Plr .. .n CO} .. -.... :LL W<.lS eXecuted tl-iice during June. on belli. iJcce.sions 

in the Vung Tc..u c.rl;<.l. j.lthv'lgh nothL'16 suspicious \>1<',5 detected, 

r~sponst: \-1; 5 ~xc\O;ll(;nt in both instc.nC0:3s. Pl.:ul ErD JJlOUlID 'W<lS 

€:!x..;,cllt~d onCG (r.::st:lts discusso::d prl;;viou.~ly). 

5Ei.hCH :J~ l-i.3C,'·; OH:E:.TIOli5 

i~'J~hc..T THIE LIlit~ ?,::r,ticip~tod l.n four so::-reh .. ~nd Nscue 

op.r~tions during Juno. On 6 Juru, uss ror,T'lfY (J~O-446), uss 

Dn'i.HC (;'::00-432), PcF 45 wd PCP 51 con:!uctcd ::iLl: opere.tions 

. '.)Ll.ov!inD :.. coll1sion b~twuen t ... .o Vit:Jtr.:iil;;.JSc civiii~n jcr,ks off 

'B.:n Thc.n P.Jint just north of ~;nc. Tr.:ll1g. Fivt: survi Vord i",'ere 

r.;:cov<o.:r<.;d. 0;'1 17 Juno j\Ji.TIFY .::.nd PCF 46 conducted Sl..R cper.:tions 

:.t the scenu (Jf n. Nc.vy C-130 crcsh north of C::.m l~nh Bay. l~o 

survivors w~rG found. On 27 JW1e peFs .:mi lCPlB fran i~U\:S 12 

conductt:d m uneucc(;;ssf.Jl stoerch for:. m.lll lost ovorboc.rd from 

u55 CLSTEF.Fldj) COVliTY. 

/,t 1800 on 26 Juno two junks from VMi Cccstcl Group 36 dop"-rted 

USS TOh.TUG/. for th~ir beaG ct the entr~c(;: to too B:lss<!c River. 

I.t " point ~ppr~x1m:tuly fifteen l:1ile. from the <mtronce to the 
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Bassac River, one junk developed engine trouble and the second, 

,;ith two U.S. advisors and .~ VNN sailors embarked, c""'" alongside 

to a "LL. J.ihile alongside, the hull opened up on the secom junk 

and it started takir.g on water rapidly. Weapons and other equip-

!:lent were quickly transferred to the junk with engine trouble, but 0 

in the conf~si0n it drifted away_ . All efforts to save the swampLlg 

junk failed. J;t 1900 'the eight occupants were forced to take to 

the water, tyine thenselves together and using five life jackets 

and several crates to stay afloat. TORTUGA, who had m.~intained 

radio contact "ith the eG 36 advisors, i~ediately dis~,tched SAR 

units including an LCPL, LeW" PhCV, and fire team helos. MAR~T 

TIME units dispatched to the scene included USS INFLICT (MS0-456), 

PCF 40, u'SCGC POINT LEi.GUE and USCGC POll-IT HUDSON. A flare air-

craft was also dispatched to assist. A creeping line search plan 

was executed throughout the night in spita of 25 to 40 knot winds 

, 

='0 four to six foot swells. The disabled junk was recovered at -'0 
1940 by an LCVI' from TOR'l1JGA ,.1 th seven survivors embarked. They 

reported that the eight men .from the s ecu,,1 junk >lere still in 

the water. The search continued untIl '.he following momirJe at 

0700 when FOlllT IEAGUE .·ecovereu the eight survivors in excellent 

corrlition. 

Mf.RKET TOO ?OP.CES 

An additior.al six PCFs arrived in-country during l!une, 

bringing the total boats to 54. All nix units were assigned to 

PCF Division 105 at Qui Nh~n. 

On 10 June two PACVs moved to U3S TOF'7UGA for assesement in 

15 CONFIDENTIAL 

'. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

GAME WARDEN operatkns ofr the Mekong Delta in a continuation of 

their e~uluation program. These operations included transits to· 

and frem the base at Cat Ie until 29 June, when the PACV. returned 

to Cat La to start umergoing "odi~·ications. In addition to night 

river po.trols the P,\CV. evaluated L~eir operational potential with 

aI' L'iD type ship. 

Mobile Insilore Undersea Warfare Survei llance Unit Eleven 

(HlUl,S 11) becaoc ";>,,rational at Cam Ranh Il<y during June, bringing 

b two the rrumber of operational MlUWS units. MIUl\S 1 •. at V.mg Tau 

received two a,jditlor.al Mark XI LePL Introl bouts to brc.ng thoir 

total to four; am MlllWS 11 roceivc<l four Mark XI LCPL<;. Persol/nel 

from MIUWS 23 arrived in Qui llb"n during the month and started 

preparation of ~"~r defen.e facilities. Also, equipment for 

MIUWS 22 arrived at Nba Trang. 

On 20 JWlo t,., WPB. from Coast Guard Squadron 11 at An Thoi 

UTllIerwent dry,.bcking in Bangkok, Thailand. rack of in-country 

drydocking facilities necessitated the uee of the Thni shipyard 

facilities. Results of the docking were not completely eatisf~c­

(.orl Be both bods expGrienced bottom peeli.ng. Re-docking was 

n(:ceS98,ry • 

In Mi,RKE'i' TIME air operations USS Sf,lISBURY SOUND (AV-13) 

disestabl.!shed too se .. drome at Cam Ranh ~ on 3 June. Patrol 

&:padron Two with a detaclment or .even aircraft at Tan Son Nbut 

Airb;lse at Saigor. continued daily surveillance flights in support 

of MARKET TIME operations. Patrol Squadrons Eight, Twenty-eight 

and forty-seven .• fl.;ying P3A nirc111ft out of Sanglo;y Point, 
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Philippir:a Islands, supported MARKET TIM!: operations in the nOJ~,ini;?(; 

area from cam l!anh Bay to the Seventeenth Parallel. 

The following Seventh Fleet units operated as a part of Task 

Force 115 during all or pert of June: 

USS SAVAGE (DFJt-386) 
USS BRISTER (DER-327) 
USS VANCE (,JEl!-3B7) 
USS FAlGOUT (DER-324) 
USS FOOSl.>R (DER-334) 
USS KOINER (DER-331) 
USS HAVERFIEID (DER-39J) 
USS KRETCHMER (DER-329) 
USS J;J\RBLER (MSC-206) 
USS AIllATROSS (MS0-289) 
USS DYNAYJC (MSO-432) 
USS CONFLICT (MSO-426) 
USS FORTIFY (liSO-446) 
USS ENGAGE (K30-443) 
USS IMPE.'tVIOUS (1!S0-44 9) 
USS INFLICT (HSO-456) 
USS LOYALTY (HSO-457) 
USS WIDGEON (KSC-208) 

it**** 
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RIVm PATROL FORCE .. . 

The IIrri val of sixteen new PERsani t-;"'m;n.~ment oft"" 

adC\itional River Patrol Sectio;1S intotJ,e Mekong' Delta hisl'light~ 

GAME WARDEN operations during June. L~cative of the increa.ed 

patrol effort and its effect on the Viet Cong was the. increased 

number of incidents :involving GAME ~1J>.DEN unit •• 1 In the Rung Sat 

Special Zone PBRs assumed the remaining stations occupied by PCFs, 

releasing them for MkqY.ET TIME duties. An initial assessment of 

the· fledgling stages of GAME WJ~RDEN indicated that theo!'<'ration 

',:as accompliehing its mission. 

DELTA PATROL GROUP 

The first test of the off-shore support ship concept in the 

Mekong Delta was initiated on 1) June. Intelligence indicated 
< 

extensive Viet Cong movement of m.\terial in the vicinity of the 

mouths of the Co.Ch1en.and Bassac Rivers to Viet Cong secret zones 

known to exist along the Delta Coast (see chart). In an attempt 

to counter this, COMlLWFOFlV directed CTF 116 to deploy mobile units 

to the vicinity of the mouths of the Co Chien and Bassac Rivers, 

and to establish anti-infiltration and interdiction patrol.. Thie 

~accomplished by deployi~ River Section 512, with ten PBBs, 

two PACVs and one helicopter fire team aboard USS TORTUGA (LSD-261 

for operations in the designated area. At the same time. !!SS FIOXI! 

~NTY (LST-762L~ choPJJOO to CTF 115 and its helicopter fire / 

team shifted to the airfield at Vung Tau. 
~ 

1 See Appendix II for GAl-IE ~:ARDEN Statistical SW'''lllry 
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For the t'elOainder of the m·onth TORTUGA, '.ath her embarked 
\ 

components, mainteined a mohile station in the vicinity of the \ 

river mouths. Although operations were at times curtailed Qy sea 

conditions, the PBRs maintained frequent and aggressive patrols. 

On 19 Jme, PERs 55 am 60, on patrol in the northern reach of the 

Bassac Riv':}r JS'tli.3.!"YJ detected a single sampan tras.sing rapidly 

from s'Juth to north. Closir,g at high speed, the PBRs fired ten 

warnir~ shots. The sampan f~iled to respond and was ta~en under 

fire by .50 caliber IT~chine gun. After forty rounls had been 

fired J th~ sampan disintegrated from a secondar,y explosion. There 

were no survivors recovered, and no assessment of Viet Cong casu~l-

ties. The sampan's movement was evaluated as a Viet Cong attempt 

to transport explosives acrOss the river. 

The heaviest action involving PBRs occurred the morning of 

20 June at the mouth of the Bassac River near the small Cai C·, 

River. PERs 57 and 58 detected, then closed and illuminated a 

forty foot junk crossing the Bassac estuary at high tid(~. J,t a 

range of fifty yards the junk opened fire at PBR 57, the lead boat, 

uSlng automatic weapons and an anti-tank rocket launcher •.. The 

initial round from the rocket launcher foun:l. its mark OT'. the PER". 

but heavy .50 caliber and .30 caliher machine gun fire forced the 

junk to flee up the shallow Cai Co River. Of the estimated ten 

Vi~t Gong on board, at least two were killed or wounded. One was 

seen to fall overboard and the other fell back into the boat. The 

PBHs suffered two casualties; on~ th. forward gunner am the second 

the Vietnamese !lavy liaison petty officer from COMtal Group 35. 
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a five inch hole on the starboard 8id"alxi~'the"',t"ri:I.nO,;i," >'-- . 

• 50 caliber machine gun mount housing. ,~i.eld. the lIhip an.telrW.~ 
',: 

the radar antenna an:! the spotljght lens were d~ed by ~hl'aprie1.' 

On two occasions anned helicopter fire teams from TmTUGA':': 

SllV significant action on the Bassac River. On 19 June the heli-' 

copters fired on three camouflaged sampans near the mouth of the', 

river in the same area as the PBR 57/58 incident. AutClDatic. 

weapons fire was received in return. One Viet Cong was killed, 

one sam..,n destroyed and two sampans damaged. One man from the 

fire team was wounded .men a rourn struck the flexible gun drive. \' 

On 21 June the fir. team again came wxler automatic weapons .... 

attack. The fire was returned with machine gun an:! rocket fir •• 

One hut was destroyed aoo an e8timat~ five Viet Cong killed. 

During early June, work neared completion on the interim GAJ!E ' 

~IARDEN facilities at ~ Tho on the 'north<orn branch of the Mekong 

River. On 20 June River Section 531, with Commander River Division 

53, transited irem Cat Lo to the J:10uth of the CUB Tisu River. 

There they were met by an escort of VNN River Assault Group craft 

and proceeded up the CuD. Tieu River to ~ Tho. Area fam1llariza-

tion patrole were conducted and an intensive ps,rchological warfare 

c~paign ~stered, including leaflet drope aoo distribution of 

family comfort kit •• 

GAME ~fJRDEN unit. at Can Tho completed their first full month 

of ..,trol in June. During the month stepped up harassment of 
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patrol units·· :tmicated the 

effect on VU;t Cong movements. On the ';;;rriingofi1'~~jPBRS 
". ' - '" . '. - , --: '-,' -' -

. '_f-;'- t· J, ,_ ,_ ,- _ _ • 

38 and 39, patrollillg t~n miles nortlMi"t of Can Tho on th8 BaSsac· 

River, received a heavy volume of automatic Weapons fire from 
positio"" on the bar.k. Tne fire ""'''uppt"6ssedwith 500 I-o#S 
of .50 caliber machin" gun fire am s"~n'M-79 grenades: The' 

patrols observed one large secondary explosion during the action. 

There were no friendq casualties or damage. The PBRs maintained 

surveillance in the area fe.1' t;,e remainder of the night, but no 

movement was detect~d. The action was later evaluated through 

ground reconnaissance as an attempted Viet Cong platoon crossing. 

The same evening PBRs 36 and 37, patrolling in the Can Tho 

area, received .30 caliber machine gun and automatic rifle fire. 

Suppression fire consisting of 700 rL"Wnds of .50 caliber machine 

gun, five grenades and 260 rounds of small arms fire silenced the 

attack as the PBRs cleared the area. Allain, there were no friendq 

casualties. 

A sambar fourteen miles southe&1t of Can Tho in the Bassac 

River provided the locetion for .i~lificant Viet Cong psychological 

warfare activity on 27 June. Here, at 2230, PER JS discovered a 

beached bamboo float. The float wa$ a replica of a PER, covered 

.1 th haze-grey canvas and fqing a Viet Cong flag. A sign on 

board - in Vietnamese - challenged the Americans to fight, and 

included the phrase IlSat My" - "Kill Americans". The float was 

taken under fir~ by .50 caliber machine guns, damaged and forced 

into th5 river. Cautious of possible booby traps, the PER stayed 
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vell clear and allowed it to float "WIlT 

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE ~A'l'llOL ' c;:;,~, 

Ear17 in June, reliable ir.telllgetlce sourcesiixtic~t~;'that1:" 

u.s. river patrol units, fixed ldr.g air strikes, ~he~c~pt8~ > 
reconnaissance missions and PCF mortar haraSIl~fire\&lo~~'~ , 

- '" - -

east bank of the Soirap River north of tha Vem sat Ri'l8rh~d 
i'orced the Viet Cong to abandon this cros~1ng point:."" other sources 

indicated that patrols on both the IDng Tau &rid the' 30u;.P· Rivers: 
, . 

,,~ 

had eUective17 curtailed Viet Cong night-t:imB movem6.'1t., t Instead, 

crossings were being mad., around sunri •• and sunset, using seoming17 

innocent sampaos stationed in mid-stream at bends in the river to 

notify V,et Cong SlllllpaoS of the passing of patrol units. In an 

attempt to counter this, special daytime patrols '/ers ostablished 

by PBRs on a June. 

Lending support to this in!Ol1lll. tion, night-time interdiction 

ot Viet eong river movement in the Rung sat Special Zone was almost 

nil i'or tho first time in three mont.hs. In the one significant 

action, on 19 June at 2100, PBi1.s on station near the mouth, of the" 

Vem Sat River cloee<! a contact nlOving fran east tv West acro6s the , 
',", 

S01rap River. As the PBRs closed to investigate, they found one 

stlaJllped sampan and four to five people in the _tar. Two of tite 

s><iI,..ers were i'loundering while the other two were swimming strong17 

to-ro the beach. Ths PBRs closed the two strong sw1l!lners. hsi.l.::d 

them "i.th no response, then fired warning shots. '!hey still refused 

1 NAvrORV mag 13103SZ June 66. COMIIAVFORV INTSUH 62-66. ~ 
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to be rescued. Wary of the danger of hand grenades, the boat captain 

ordered the swimmers taken under fire. They were shot, and subse-

quently sank beneath the surface. A search was then conducted for 
',' 

the other two swlnmers, but no trace could be foun:! and they were 

presumed drO>lIled. The sampan """ recovered and found to have a 

satchel containing a Viet Cong school t~an8cript~ maps, documents, 

personal letters, money and clothes. Approximate:J,y forty-five 

minutes later a. second deserted sampan was recovered in the same 

nrea. Both sampans and the captur~d material trerfJ turned over to 

vmJ authorities at Nha Be. 

The helicopter fire teams continued. their effective recon-

naissance of the Rung Sat Special Zone, and on several occasions 

came to the assistance of beleaguered outposts. In the most 

significant incident, on the night of 9 June, U.S. A~ advisors 

reported that the """'let of Binh Thanh was under at~ack by an 

undetermined r."",ber of Viet Cong, and the fire team from TCRTUGA 

was launched to the scene ~1ile PERs on station stood by to assist. 

The helicopters made strikos to the south and east of the hamlet, 

suppressed the fire an:! thwarted the at.tack. " 

On 27 June at 1145, while on a routine dayt.ime reconna.issance ". 

flight, the fire team spotted a supply cache on the eas~ bank of 

the Soirap River at a large ben:! six miles sou:th of llha Be. The 

fire team was o~uered by CTG 116~2 not to tak~ the cache under 

fire, am a reaction force of two Regional Force companies embarked 

on boats from RAG 22 at Nha Be llocediately proceeded to the BCene. 

Prior to their arrival two large explosions ~~re observed at the 
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cache, indicating that the Viet Cong had attempted to destroy the· 

supplies to p .... vent capture. The explosions .... re evalUated as 

coL.nand detonated boxes of grenades. Upon arrival, the reaction 

force discovered 208 fragmentation grenades, three cans of 

explosives; 2000 brass casings; one tool kit for loading and fusing 

ammunition; four bags of sulphur, black powder and potassiumnitratal·. 

ten pounds of assorted small arms anmunition; one roll of wire and 

",>ire cut tars; ten automatic weapons magazines; e.m one SaDlpa'n. The: 

cache was evaluated as being readied for movement out of the Rung 

Sat Special Zone. 

The problem of civilian movement in prohibited areas was again 

brought to light during June. I On 2 June at 1215, a spotter air­

craft - Long Tao J..LO/Fl.C - observed an apparently deserted sampan 

on a small stream near the Long Tao River, in a region prohibited 

to civilian traffic. An outboard motor wrapped in plastic was in 

the boat. Soon afterward, a Gecond sampan WIlS observed approaching 

the first, then transferring goods frem the deserted sampan. Seawol!' 

16, an armed helicopter on Long Tao River patrol, was authorized b,r 

Vietnamese Navy authorities at Nha Bo to take the sampans under fire. 

The Long Tao r,\C reported both sampans sunk and the three occupants 

killed. :.t 1358, the Long Tao Fire TeM! spotted a beached sanpan 

in the vicinity of the earlier strike and obtained permission to 

destroy it. The following day Vietnamese personnel found one dead 

and two wounded in the vicinity of the strikes. The two survivors, 

3ee NAVFOhV Historical Swmnary, April 1966. p. 23, for previous 
incident in p.ssz. 
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reported to be civilians, stated tOOl' had been tired on rn;.;e: . 
helicopter. Kedical. evacuation at the SUM YOrs was DBde~· 

. . 

One successful SEAL team ambush took place 4ur1ng th~ month. 

On 14 June, an ambJ.sh was set on the Co Gis River near the eastem 

edge at the Ru.'lg Sat Special Zone, with the SEAL te/llll moved in to 

place by units of RAG 22. At 00:30 on 15 June,. a sampan was detected 

moving along the river an:! ""'" taken urrler fire. One Viet Cong was 
. ,;. 

killed, one ,.,unded an:! a third escaped. In a siDRlltaneous actiOn, a 

Rel;ional Force 999 Company ... bush team killed three Viet C,,~. 

In mine countermeasures activity, Nhe Be based H3Bs continued 

their daily sweeps of the Long Tao River ship channel and the Nha Be 

anchor"ge. They were assisted by VNN MU4Ss. PBRs from Nhe Be con-

tinued to "ssiat U.S. Army patrol units in providing securif,y at 

the Nha BI> anchorage. In a significant mine discover,y during tha 

afternoon of 12 June, a friendly fisherman located one electrical 

,lire leading from the bank down into the Long Tau River approxi-

1m tely five miles southeast of Nha Be. He reported the discover,y 

to 1111-'1 Be an:! RAG units ""re dispatched to the scene. J\bout five 

DEters from the bank two poles, three II!<Jtere apart, ""re fourrl 

protruding about one hall meter from the surface. At the lx>ttom 

of the poles a mine was fourrl. The mine 'OM made from t.., oil 

cans fastened together by two wooden stick&. 1 It ""5 capable ot 

remaining beneath the surface in ""t storage, then being moved 

into eny location in the channel by a sampan after the passage 

of" the minesweepers. 

This is the same type of mine found on 2:7 Ke,y urrler om UJJ'! OF 
PEI.CE. See NAVFORV Monthly Historical. SIDlllllal7. Kay 66, p. 26. 
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PBRs 

The addition of sixteen new PBRs during June bolstered GAME 

~;A.f.DEN forces, bringing the total boa tein c6untr,y to Sixt7-threeOi 
~.: . 

E:!glr.; PBRs arrived on 4 June aboard the SS CATAWBA VICTORY; three 

were ass:!gred to IUVPATSECT 543, am five to RIVPATSECT531. The 

"ecom group arrived on 9 June abo&rd the CCNY VICTORY; five were 

assigned to RIVPATSECT 531, arxI three to RIVPATSECT 522. 

In PIlI! movements not previousl,y mentioned, RIVPA TSECT 543 

>lith seven PBRs shifted from USS 'roRTUGA to Cat 10 on 2 June. 

On 7 June, RIVPATSECT 531 arxI the r..""ining units of RIVPATSECT 

543 shifted from USS TOHTUGA t~ Cat 10. On 8 June !UVPATSECT 543 

completed operational crecks am reported t.o CTF 116 for wty; 

an::; on 17 June JUVPATSECT 531 completed operational checks am 

reported for duty. On 10 June RIVP/,.TSECT 512 &.nd RIVPATSE(;T 542 

.hifted from Cat 10 to Nha Be. 

During the month uf June approximatel,y 200 enlisted personnel 

reported to River Squadron Five. By the end of the month, all 

River Patr,l Sections had at least fifty-five men ass:!gned, and 

had extra boat crews am maintenanco pereonrel. 

The PBRs continued to experience extensive surface corrosion. 

EspecialJ,y susceptible were the Jacuzzi t-UIIIP grill inserts. Shaft 

casualties also continued to plague the PBRs. ~ew type, stronger 

shafts had 1iOt ,.at been received by tre .nd of the month. During 

June, RIVRONFIVh commenced issuing S~dron Maint enance Bulletins 

covering maintenarce problems encountered in the PBRs. These were 
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sent to all River Divisions, Ri'· .. r Patrol Sections, and Naval 

Support Activity, S~igon detachments that support PF.~. 

INITit.L GAME WlJIDEN ASSES&'lENT 

An t..s5e5~m<3nt of effectiveness of Operation GAME ",rARDEn ajnce 

the arrival of the first PBRs in-country on 20 March was promulgated 

on 24 June. 1 Eased on intelligence report3 from captive Viet Cong, 

Chieu Hoi rallicrs and special agents as well as from evaluation 

of aerial surveillance, GAME 1;fJtl)EN appeared to be effecti-roly ./ 

accomplishing its mission of L~terdicting Viet Cong movements on 

the major rivers of the Run..: Sat Special Zone and on that portion 

of the Bassac River in the vicinity of Can Tho "here the initial v' 

Delta patrols were being conducted. 

indications were that the Viet Cong were slcwly being starved 

o,·t of mrge areas of th .. Rung Sat Special Zone, a region which h"" 

traditionally been under anomy control. The employment of ground 

forces to strike at the heart of the Hung Sat Special Zone - Opera-

tions Jl.CKBT.'.Y, LLlCI!-l;TON III, and continuing VNU and Regional Force 

oper:ltions - destroyed lerge qUE-ntitie. of food, arms and 8II!Ilunition, 

and numerous Viet Cong facilities. This necessitated enemy re<.upply, 

wi thdrawal or severe hardship. Continuous GfJoE WlJUlEN P1 trole in 

support of these ope rat ion. contribut~d to the disruption of resuPPlJ" 

routes from ~"ng I.n and Go Cong provinces. A marked reduction in 

the number an:! scope of Vidt Cong initiated incident. in the nung 

Sat Special Zone since March ~.l,ndi~e of the enemy's los~. 

f~<!g!lLo.L~ction. ISD/LST based UH-IB fire teams werd effectivel,f 

1 CCMNAVFORV =g 240937Z June 1'}66, GAME illJUlEN Operations 
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employed in the Rung Sat Special Zone tor direct PIll SUPJl')rtj . , ' - -, ' 

toranned reconnaissance and preplenned strikes.' These operations,' 

oon:lucted during the training phase off Vung < Tau, substl\ntiated 

predictions of similar effective support whan the PBRs ar<.< deployed 

aboard LSTs in the ultilna te GAME I<AliDEN stations ott the Delta 

River mouths. 

Although G/JIE W:JIIJEN for~es in tl,e Delta were not yet at 

./ 
programned strellf;th, init:!.;l experience with the one ~ection 

operating fr.)m the temporary base at can Tho was no · .. wo .. t~. en 

two known occasions attempted eros,,' ng. by Viet Cong units were 

.topped by patrols. Report. from the IV Corps Tactical Zone 

in:Iicated that Viet Cong commanders voiced concern at thapreoence 

of the U.S. craft on the river. Disruption ot Viat Cong tax col­

lector. on the Basoac Ri V&r was confimed by the Tre On Village 

Chief, who stated tint the arrival of the PBRa enabled vl1lage~ 

for the first tlmo to transport th"ir produce to can Tho withollt. 

PI'.7ing Viet Gong taxes. The VNN cl2lllll!nder of the Fourth Riverine 

Area considered friendl,y river traffic 0': the Be.Ssac to be markedl,y 

increased. 10 eddition, the influence of Pro night patrola resulted 

in increased RAG 25 petrol activity during the C:vf,ime. 

Eas • .J on this initial ass"ssment, G,UjE WfJiDEli ..as cons:ldored , 

to be an important deterrent to Viet Cong movements on and across 

the major rivers of the Delta ani tt.e Rung Sat Special Zo ..... 

Incraased effectiveness was anticipeted "" additional boats ani 

ba.es become operationsl, ani the cre~ gain familiarity an! 

confidence ar~ evolve tactics to counter Viet Cong efforts it. 

theIr .are,," of responsibility. 

***** 
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H.<ROOR CI.EAJiJ;NCE 

Sin<:e their arrival in country in April, persormel of lla.rbor 

Clearance Teal!! One ani Light Uft Craft One have made a series of 

important contributions to the maritime war effort. Both units 

;oarticipl ted in the salvage of cargo from the POINT GREY trawler 

in May (see May CO~,VFORV Historical SUll'I!I1U7), foll::Med by clellr-

ence operatiuns at Y.y Th0. ;\egmented by personrel from Harbor 

Cleamnce Te2l:, Three, they played a vital role in the capture of 

the POL'iT W,GUE tro.wler in Ju;",. 

HY TriO SUB!!EF.GED hRECK REJ.!OVAL 

The eskblish:rent of a GlJ£ \I'ARDEN base at I·!y Tho in t:,e 

Mel<ong Delta brought with it the requu'ement for oonstruotion of 
,/ 

a pont')or, floating pier for use by the POOd. The base site was 

s.hel.ed ;uri approved, but removal of II wreck of approximately 

~20 tens displacer.Jent, lxated at tho site where the pont'Jor. 

flO-ltbg pier fnciliU,," wero to Oe situated, was required. 

?Jsi'j.\e i.1ent.ificetion 01: tn. wreck was Mt possible, but local 

W(mnation further ,abstant1eted by ,..,n:e plate data i.niicated 

that it was the ~T~ck of '~e French cargo vessel PAULEERT, believed 
J 

sunk by bor:bing in early 1945. 1 

/\lthout"l sor.e ".nit!.al difficulties W€.re e>..--perienced, permis-

sion • ..0 lLove the wreck was obtained from the Province r.hief of 

!J1.nh TUong and t!le local My Tho Dietrict Chief; with further appro-

vel by ~~e Director of the Vietnamese Bureau of Navigation. the 

Government of Vietnam Ministry of Tre.nop~rtatiol1, and th~ GVN 

1 CQ!o\]jj,VFOllV .pdltr SeT 769 of 25 Jw-e 1966 sUlIl!:lIlrizes. 
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Publlc Works Ilepaz't.nt. U.S. NaV salvage Wdts vere authorised 

to lift the wreck from its posi lion adjacent to II;y Tho acrOss the. 

northern branch at the Kekong River to a position on the nort'-st 

tip of CU Long Isu.m. 

On 20 May Harbor Clearance T ...... One arriwci at II;y Tho embarked 
\ 

in Light Uft Craft One (u.c-1). The project _5 planned in t'? \ 

phases. The iirst, the preparatory phase, consisted of ......,v1nr.. 

mud arxI sarxl fran the inside of the hulk us~ air lifts; then 

tunneling wxler the hulk arxI !>,ssiIl\ messengers far subsequent 

reeving of hee.y lift wires. The secord phase _s to effect the 

actual lift ard moY ..... nt of the hulk. To acc . .,.,pliah this, tto) 

Heav Lift Craft (.\LC-l ani ALe-2) were to be towed fran SUbic 

Bay, Philipp1r,~ Isu.ms, to My Tho. 

On 20 """" LLC-l was positioned alo!l;aide the wreck ard phase 

OM cODlllle:lced. Phase one was completed by 10 June despite some 

difficulties in tunneling cP.u.aed by a hard clay bottom. ALe-I and 

ALC-2 ""re towud by tug from Subic Bay to Vung Tau, where they 

were transferred to tho MSTS tug ':IJl:WflT tar to"" to My Tho. They 

arrived at My Tho on 4 June. Prior to poai tioning the ALes in 

lifting pasi tion alongside the wreck, it lias neeeaaary to remove 

a small, ramshackle pier, apparently of World War II vintage, 

which ext6nded from the river edge almost to the inboard erd of 

the wreck. The pier, which was valueless except far scrap, l<IIS 

removed almost. intact and delivered to local authorities upon 

completion or the job. 

Twelve wires in all were passed through tWUlels unler the 
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'the, wreck _s lilted on the initial att.empt' 
, 

half wdY to the disposal site across the river. 

tidal movements during the next three daYs, the bulk was lilted 

ani moved to the fi!",l disposal site, well clear of~he ...un' ship . 

channel. A day marker wlth two b~clc spherical shapes one neter 

apart was installed on the exposed por'tion of the wreckage. The 

job was completed on 14 June, 5ix days ahead of schedule. 

The wreck was 130 feet in length, wlth a be"" amidships of 

14 feet ani a full load draft of 8 feet. The estimated full load 

displacement "'as 520 tons. The difficult task of moving this hulk 

was acc,,",plished un:i..r adv"!'8e diving conditions in strong currents 

ani zero sub-surra~d visibility. 

***** 
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N.WAL SUPPORTACTIVlTY St.IGON 

The activities of the U.S • .Naval Support Acti,"ity, Saigon am. 

its detachments increased in scope am. intensity during June as 

the con3truction ot new support bases continued. The progress at 

the detachments varied considerably depending on local conditions. 

Pro blems encountered in base construction continued to be numerous 

and varied. Typically, they included such items as negotiating 

for real estate; m2ki~e lccal arrangements for joint UaS./Vietnamese 

utiliz:!tion of interim facilities j constructing \«."lrk shops, piers, \\ 

and livL'1g quarters; stacking supplies and repair parts j organizing 

base defense; am repairing the boats. l\s the ~asic housekeepirtg 

needs of the bases becaT.e establishud, more attention was being 

directed toward such support items as engine and electronic repair~ 

Under the auspices of the Public W0rks Department, progress 

on base and headquarters completion continued during June. Work 

was started on the construction of interim GfJ!;: WARDEN bas. faci-

tities at Sa Dec, Vinh Long, and Long Xuyen. All bases were to 

be ready to receive operational units during July. Work continued 

on the base at Nha Be, with drilling started on a water well at an 

approved location on the p"rmanent GAME HJIDEN base site. On 21 

June, YNFB-16 arrived at !.I", Be to provide additional interim 

berthing and repair facilities. f. plan has been prepared for 

roofing over the t "p deck and providing a screened-in sleeping 

arca. 

In other construction work the renovation of spaces at IIAVFORV 

headquarters progressed on schedule with SOliE, of the spaces L, use 
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by too em of the month. ;\ contract was let for the leveling of 

the MARKET TIME P2V parking apron at Tan Son Nhut Airbase at 

Saigon.. Daily rains, however, prevented any wvrY.: by the contractor. 

This situation was expected to continue until September. Similar 

conditione delayed work on the NAVSUPPACT Air Division parking 

area. !',rrangements were completed during the month with the l..rm:y 

Engineers for condtruction work on faciliti£s for MIUWS units at 

Qui Nhon and Nha Trang. 

Repair capabilities c',:>ntinued to improve as shops anq personnel 

became available. The shop at too Cat Lo Support Facility was in 

full operation as of JO June. Three PCF engines were replaced at 

Cat 10 during the month. I,n operational target date of 20 July 

was established for repair facilities at Ving Long, Sa Dec and 

Long Xuyen. At the N,\VSLi'PI,CT Detac'·"""nt at Ca'" Ranh Bay, repair 

f"c1lities were basicall,y completed and equijJllont fifty percent 

installed by the end of June. 

I,uditiona-'. steps tJwud achieving full operational capability 

were taken during th<! month. EquijJllont issue inclu:ling ""apons 

and p"rsonal gear was established from too IIJ'VSUPPACT Armory. The 

ass:i<;nment of 0110 YFR wa3 confirmed and the USS BLUJ>BIRD (formerly 

MSC-121) was assigned to Nf.VSUPPACT. This sea lift capability 

will provide an excell~nt resupply capability for MARKET TIME and 

GAloIE ~ARDElI bases throughout the II, III and rl Corps Tactical 

Zones. In addition, eight LCMs wore received by NhVSUPHCT during 

t:..ne month for use at GAHE ~:ARDEN bases • 

. Th~ Supply Department was involved in numerous emergency 
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..xpec!ients inc1udin~ such items as ",""china guns for the My Tho 

Lase, equilJlltmt for 0utfitting of fire b'lCts; office. 1'urniture 

and camouflaj;e fatigues for the S;!;AL te&.s. During the month 

the field 5U1>?:)rt team vis..:tetl the ".::.rious basos 8:nc. assisted 

.<lS ncE::l.!.cu in 17lE;ssing, laundry, rniscellane,Jus Supply pr0bleIJs, 

2.00 ..;:stz.blishing a meSs Cl.t the: rt:·~VSf.;FP.j.CT Detacl'uoont at l..ong 

Xuyen. 

Qur rterly sch..culcs for USS !{;,FJ; (;.hl.-12) o.nd USS BitUlli 

(.'.(~!.r-28), ~ssif,Il~d to OJliiu.VFuhV r")r 108istic support ?UI'poses, 

w~re i'irni8U up. Hlso in th~ logistic area, .:ction l-:""C..S t.;:.ken to 

ex,:Jloit ,1ir "no oveI·knd lift c1Cpabilities with the objective of 

compr-c.:ssinG tr.:msportation piPf-llin>Js to a minilr.um. L" the ~ ccounting 

area, e str0e..ilined fund:ing/cCC0untin~ procecturu \-iaB implendI1t~d nt 

thE;;! detachr')':':nt ~ elVal to ~ducf;. p2.p"r l;ork in those areas by ~s f .. uch 

as fifty porcent. 

Tho ""rsonnel stren~th of the li:.VSU?r':.CT D"t!lch.~nts incr~"secl 

ropidly <luring Jun" ,ith th~ In-b<>e.rd percc"'-".be of cllowrulco at 

cb.Jut 75~ for officer .:-m 60% f:)I 13nlistd..l by tht:: ~rrl :)f tho month. 

H0\,'bver J ~ s~r~ous Dhortfall c'..Intinuc<! t.> t3x.l.s t in thoJ tuchnice.l 

=c::.tin,t,s. :.J..sJ, in trio:: ~r5.Jr'J101 c.ree., f'.Il instruct.~0n was iS5Ut!d to 

0utlino juris:licti"JJk'.l li.'ritati(..ns en:!. spiJ:cific prcc·,,:t.:uro5 f!"r tho 

cCJ.linistre.ti:.m oi .'.rt1clu 15 Non-Judici..;l Punis.ur.c::nt by Officers 

in Ch...".rg~ of li...VSUP?;.CT Sai~:m Dt;lt..r..chL.~nt5. 

~.**** 
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IJWr111l2 June six PsyOpe 

PsyOps offic~rs !.lr M.'.hKET Tll''& em 
Coc:-.stal Zones an:! the tw hivt:rine ':lres.s~ 

u.s. !/avy coonit.Dmt, U.S. pars"nnel reCIILl<,more 

snd Civic .:.ction prograrus, enc·,uraging the Vitltnamese to d~ th.~ 

seme. 

·...,a eY..cmpl" of the effect.s of U.S. involv""'~nt can> frou PCF 

Divisi,n 104 "t em" ii£.r.h flaJ. On occasions peF z.ni Support 

.:.ctivity ~rsunnel h.::!.vc ta.kt:=n injur~ fishero~n tv U.S. J4.t=aical 

f2.cilitic:s for trecU!:ent, eff~ctw 6l11erE.ency repairs to jUI'.ks at 

see. an:! sponsoreJ uovies for loca~ children - th"::Sd arltong othor 

civic i1cti·.)n PI'.Jj(;cts. ThtJ ~ffElctivo;;OO5S ..:)f the ;>rogrc.a was 

i;I1:1phasizo;;( \o.il~n thd Division COI.li'IlI..l'xler \\"llS inviteu t.l dinnor by 

tha Villisu Chi~f of Binh Sa Villnge. The Chi"f s tetad tkt when 

the PCf's first cr;;e tho jJ<lopl .. hacl exprussed apPNh.msion about. 

being mistNatud, but that since tllbn they had felt rno," Secure 

the.n bclfoN. Tho Chiuf further stated that the r~s~ctful =er 

of the s(;ti'chcrs, cvortli.ru:tion b&tWGon ?CFs rn.l COlIstl'.l Group 

units, t.l>.! IX,ri.lissivn to fish in tho po.trol '.rea !l.d resulted in 

the bust cetch of fish in mr.ny yocrs ct ais villaee. 

In th" S~cvn:! Coes~l Zona an initial dXp<lriJolant using p'Jrtable 

l.Judspt;:C!kers ~b)C!rd n. PCF "."-5 cun. . .!uctdd in tru at'dB. nurth of ~'htl. 

Trc.ng. Chi.::u H'Ji br.:x.d.c.:.sts using tapes Pl'-=lXI· ... a by Sccun! 

Cxestal ZOl>; PsyOi'3 ;:J-rsonnal weN cooc.uctud fur' a l"ri.:xl of t~n 

hours with .nc,ur"ging r~su).ts I In one illstanCd c grcJUp 'Jf fishoru ..... 

put to soa frOl'l~hdir vill.:.!;o G.yj raported thc.t th" Vidt Cong, ,",,0 
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• hE.d been in tho vill£{,'" ho.d ~.~parted; in ins tance, a 

grou? )f fishcrrr.an app12.uded. \-;,ht::n they hGaN. the tape amI asked 

to he.ve it played agtin. 

:t c.)ntinuing ;:rlrisory effort \as started at the Vil;:t~.t:'se 

Nt..vnl Trt.ining Ccnt~r, Nha. Tr~\llg to iru;.u!:,urctB a progr2..'1l I)f study 

in psychologic.::.l oJA!rations. l-.lthJUgh thaN wes .)}w ,)f ficer .2.t 

the Ccnt~r qUfl.lifh;d to t~Clch t~ cvurse ac!diti::mal tlutk s pre-

cludt.:d his instructinG the 5ubj . .-!ct. :~lso, ~t the R.::cruit Trcd.ning 

C~nt~r) Crum Ranh ~y, tl-e advis0r r~qu~5teG that recruit training 

in the subj~ct be 3t~rt~d when ~ instructor ~C~~ c~i~bld. 

unique Jj~ctic2.1 Civic ;.cti~.m ?r·:)~r.:n (kEDC;.t') "'-.:'.,5 ~st;;.blishf:d 

en.:.! .::.c'.vis0rs .)f C.)3S: . .:J. Groups 32 corl 33 on tho;;ir d~s ;:,1 f l~ve '\ 

b0.:.u~kJ ex-stu Group junks lnJ tr.:m8itt;~ 1:.-) co.e.:!lt.::J. r.r~.::.s north 

of Vung Tr.u c.nJ t~ vill.c.gl..:5 in tht; .Lur~ Sc.t :Jp..;.ci.:l Z~n..., to tr\,;at 

th ... vill:.svrs. This h8DC:.t') .:::.ctLm h.::.3 lx.H..:n hie:.hly succ~ssful. 

Tb.oi. This is th.:; third such Lnit c .... nstruct~d in n. yr,)t,l'oJ';l tv 

Civic :.ctL)n 3lL·-r...:.ry: 

1. C0nstruction ::>r-Jj ... cts C )opl..:ted (luring I..::port ;xri xl. ;.11 

"'[ere 1 ~jx:ir.:::J vr rt..!uv.:::t:;d ':.0:1 were j..)int ~I·.JjCCt3 "d.th [.'iG.r. 

n. Bri-lgtJs 

b. ll.'"pitcls 

d. Schools 



2. Hedical>lau.ents: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

General "",dical 13.155 

D~ntal 753 

SUI !;~I7 138 

H,,-iI·li;> ol"'reti.:ms 6 

CO;;JJ.ent: ThE; bulk of thv l!l\..-G.ical and all d~ntal vork 
r",:p;.Jrted was ,:,ccOL1plished .:lbvard the Victtl£.I .. aso N~vy 
Hos;>ital Ship (LSi ... " 4(0) duriot its deploytJent in IV 
C:Jrps 2.r~a. 

3. Health ~nC sanitnti~n: 

64 (X-rays) 

Cor£ont: Cunducted o.bnrd IBlill 400. 

4. DistributLm Jf COi'!TJo·.atics (pounds Unli::S3 oth",r"d.sd S'po.;:cifi<::d) 

~. Ct:o.:..nt 1,200 

b. Clot.'1L'1g 13,945 

c. Chih:r ... ns Vi tlO.:.ir.s (Bottl.5) 328 

d. Fa.ill' '.its I:/.) 

o. F·.nj 115,550 

r. .L.u.;.:lb ..... r (b;).-.rd foet) 768 

f.,. lIr.;;.~iCz.l, nO:1-:Jt ;;.scripti'.m 628 

h. SJe .• J 680 

1- Tin sh .... cts 50 

j. T...:xt~lc kits 885 

k. ~.ush buchct rJ.ts 985 

5. Ec:ucdion.".l cit Jrts: 

~. English cl.:-.ssc:.s: 0+; attcnde.nc;J, 110. 

b. Gcr~r.trJ C~59~S: t; nttcnd~c~, 44. 
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