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which also triggered a seconda.r;r explosion. Although the daIIIage 

to the assault craft '.taB relatively minor, it was found that 62_. 

caliber projectiles were capable of penetrating the ATC's armor. 

In the Rung Sat Special Zone. Task GX1)UP 117.1 continued to 

support Operation SPEARHEAD I until its te11llination on 11 Mq. The 

operation account-ed for 1) Viet Cong killed, six more probably 

killed, and four c'Ptured. 

During the remainder of the month Task Force 117 un! ts in the 

RSSZ conducted advanced training exercibes, security patrols ar~ 

interdiction operations. In addition, periodic landing operations 

in the RSSZ were conducted wit.h troops lifted fram Dong Tam by 

Task Group 11702 unitso 

Riverine Assault Force Units ----, 
On 1 May USS SNOHOMISH COUNTY (IST 1126) assumed the duties 

,r re,.,'pply ship for the Mobile Riverine Force. 

On 2 May 0 In t" the arrIval of USS COLLETON (APB )6)9 the 

MobUe Riverine Base was complete and plans were formulated to 

move the MRB to Dong Tam in early June. By the end of May all 

LCM conversions3 except for two command=control boats and four 

monitors, had arrived in country, The six remaining craft were 

expected to arrive in June o 
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U.S. NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DANANG 

During May the Cua Viet-the III6j or supply route to Dong Ha 

frOO! the South China Sea-I<as the scene of several mining incidents ~ 

At approximately 0430 on 9 May the U.S. Army dredge HYDE 1<88 mined 

while operating in the Cua Viet entrance chamlel. The explosion 

tore a six by seven-foot hole in the dredge's starboard bow, caus­

ing the rapid floooing of several compartments. IflUE 1mmed1ste1y 

unloaded her hoppers and maneuvured o"to the beach near the IBT 

ramp .. 

Approximately two hours later a second explosion, on HYDE's 

port quarter,. blew a one-foot nole in the dredge's hull just above 

the waterline. Two of the craft's personnel were slightly wounied 

by the blast. The dredge's crew ani NAVSUPPACT Danang damage 

control personnel subsequently repaired the damaged areas" and 

HYDE was back in operation "1'I"it.hin 37 hours .. 

Another incident occurred on 15 May when NAVSUPPACT Dansng's 

YFU-59 was mined .hile anchored near the LCM-LCU ramp at Dong Ha. 

The force of the explosion, directly beneath the craft, penetrated 

the bottom pL~ting, blew off a watertight hatch cover ani ruptured 

sections of the main deck outboard on the port side. There were 

no personnel casualtieso '!'he damaged craft subsequently returned 

to Danang wher"e it was drydocked for repairso 

On 18 !'.ay, on the ba' Jis of intelligence received from local 

fishermen, a controlled mine was frun::! in the Cua Viet by Team 12 

of Explosive Ordnance Demolition Unit 10 The mine, encased in 
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wood, contained 700 one-half pound blocks of TNT and ten pounds of 

plastic exploeive rigged for cClllllland detonation; three electrical 

detonators and 19 non-eledncal detonators were distributed 

throughout the charge. 

As a re.~lt of the ominous enemy activity, NAVSUPPACT insti­

tuted additional security measures. An LCPL and four divers were 

assigned to Dong Ha to cugment the harbor and river security 

forces in that area. At Danang the =,ber of harbor patrol craft. 

operating at. night was increased from five to seven, and the Viet­

namese liaison personnel aboard the craft were augnented by Viet"" 

namese national policemen~ Also~ a floating-barrel fence was 

positioned araun! the barracks ships CAPLs) and the small boat 

basin to provide a barrier aga.inst swimmers" Additionally, from 

24 to 31 May, the 'JoS. SEVENTH Fleet's LUCID (MSO 458) conducted 

minesweeping operatione in the main channel end anchorage area oi 

Danang i 5 harbor 0 

During the ,conth the Danang harbor patrol craft apprehended a 

total of 70 sampans and junks for curfew, identification-car:! and 

restricted-area violation~~ On one occasion bubbles were observed 

in the water near the NAVSUPPACT boat ~ouse. A junk nearby was 

boarded and found to contain two diving masks 0 However~ an under­

water search of tte area produced negative resultso 

On another occasion a patrol craft sigpted an object in the 

water with strIngs attached, "ben a hand grenade W"'" thrown near 

the object, a secondar-.r explosion ensued, The incident took plece 
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approximately 200 yards fran the barricade near the APLe. 

At 0110 on 13 May, the NAVSUPPACT detachment compound near 

Chu Lei and the adjacent compound of Naval Mobile Construction 

Battalion 8 were attacked by a Viet Cong force using 57-l1li1. 

recoilless rifles and 82-mm. mortars. One Seabee was killed in 

the attack; e:4:;ht other Navymen and t>oo Japansse nationals were 

wounded 0 

At. the same time ho USNS ships beached 8 t the LST ramp were 

hit by 57-mm. recoilless-rifle fire, resulting in extensive damage 

to both ships. No major damage was sustained by the compound 

areas o 

From 17 to ~2 May NAVSUPPACT's YFUs 55 and 57 were temporar­

ily assigned to Task Group 79.4 of the lI.S. SEVENTIl Fleet to 

provide logistic support for Marines engaged in Operation BEAU 

CHARGER~ and to assist in the evacuation of Vietnamese refugees 

froll the Demilitarized Zone. On 19 May, one Nayyman was sl:4>htly 

wounded ~len YFU 55 C&~e under intense enemy mortar fireo 

The growing intensity of combat operations in I Corps 'WaS 

evidenced by a 20 per cent increase in the total number of 

patients admitted to the NAVSUPPACT hospital in Danang. Of the 

1,262 l"tients ,·,,~eived at the 404-bed hospital in May, 572 were 

admitted for combat injuries~ an increase of 55 per cent over 

April's figure. An added factor was the increasing complexity of 

wounds. Many of the casualties suffered from head wounds that 

required surgical and neurosurgical treatment. 
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As e result of tho rising derrands placed on Danang's hospital, 

action was initiated to obtain additional medical personnel. And 

at month's end, the extent of the neert for additional hospital 

facilities at Dz.nang and other I Corps sites was under review. 

Meanwhile, the accelerated pace of combat operations was met 

by a correspondingly high Jevel of ~argo operations at all I Corps 

ports. 

At Danang the '{olume of cargo back-loaded for transshipnent 

to other ports-69,853 shc.rt tons-was the highest monthly total 

to date. The ~onth's throughput for Danang was almost 200,000 

short tons. The combined throug;.put for all I Corps ports was 

almost 300,000 short tore .. 

In the Cua Vie'G LeM-8s an.! YFUs continued to shuttle between 

the 1ST rwnp and the LeM-LeU ramp at Dong Ha, transporting approx­

imately 900 short tons of careP an.! 40,000 gallons of POL daily. 

A total of 25,670 short tone of cargo was processed at Dong Ha. 

During the mont.h there was continued. progress in clearing tht:' 

Cua Viet approaches to Dong Ha. On 29 May dredging of the Cua 

Viet entrance channel as well as the turning basin by the 1ST ramp 

was ~ompletedo Also~ action was lliitiated to procure the services 

of the suction dredge THUBON for the removal of two sandbars which, 

during pariods of low water, Uipede craft tr&.nsiting from the 1ST 

ramp to Dang Ha. The sandbars l'I"Gsented the only rem .. ining natural 

obstacles to the unrestricted transit 'Of the CUB. Viet by lighterage. 

In May NAVSUPPACT'. overall support responsibility was expand'od 
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to incl"c!" c::ass I and Class H1 eupport for U,S. Army units in 

the Duc Pho area. Class II azd Class IV support for all I Corps 

units continued to be sati~;actory" Net 8l:..PFJ.s" r~q1J::' ition effec­

t.i"eness at Danang "as 88 per cent. At Chu Lai net effectiveness 

was J9 per ce..'"1t; a decrease of nine J:er cent umer Aprfiis figure", 

The general level of Class I supplies rece1 ved PJd experr:led 

rose considerably. On 31 May the quantity of C-re',;ions (indivirl 

\1"1 combat. meals) available totaled 6,198,962 meals which, based 

upon the -::xL'5 f.ing T'riffiO Marine AmT't-.:"bioua Force requil'ements,SI cons­

tituted a 21-day supply. Dunng the month t,hree arr:l one-half 

million r,'n,icns \-:el"(; :1 JS. ed} an increase of two million over the 

:'otal ::5S1.le,i in Apr~:;'. 

Heanwhile t.he availability of sarrlbags reached a crl+,).cs.l 

stage bec8~e 0f the sharp increase in combat operations and the 

deployment. of additional U.S. Marine arr:l Army units within I Corps, 

Almost two millio:1 5andba&~ -.... ere issued during the month:;l exhau8~ 

ting NA\~U?PACT'" stocks. By month's end over 29 milli~n sandbags 

had been ordered t,c meet the rising requirements. 

Tl,e Port of Danang -..as vi.ited 12:2 times b) U,S. SEVEN'IlI 

Fleet ships dw-ing May, The ships were provided with 545,340 

gallons of diesel fuel a"o; onr 1.,000,000 gallons of potable 

water, ill addit~on to mail, freight" courier, tl'ansient billeting 

and disbursing servi~es. 

The Naval Support Activity' b C-47 aircraft made 21 flights 

during the month; trans port, in/!: 547 passengers an! ;'7,195 pound. of 
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cargo 0 

On 31 May the number of p'rsonne1 assigned to the Naval 

Support Activity was 7,96). That same day the number of United 

States and other Free World Military Assistance Forces supported 

by NAVSUPPACT reached 1)0,800. 
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u • S • NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY i SAIOON 

On two occasions in May the efforts of personnel of the Naval. 

Support Activity detachment at Nba Be helped avert major disasters. 

On 3 May a 6o-foot junk berthed at the Esso fuel pier near the 

Nha Be tank fann caught fire. The junk, loaded with sixty 55-gallon 

drums of gasoline and forty 55-gallon drums of other inflammable 

liquids, was set adrift by its crew and subsequently became wedged 

between the pilings of a W_ghway bridge, threatening the bridge and 

a heavily-populated markeiplace and housing area nearby. 

The detachment i s fireboat, unable to extinguish the intense 

fire, towed the burning junk to an uninhabited rice-padt':;, area 

three-fourths of a mile away and pushed it against the river bank. 

As the fireboat turned clear the junk exploded, hurtling druIIa- as 

much as 100 yards away. There were no injuries to the fireboat's 

crew; three of the junk's Vietnamese crew were hospitalized for 

burns 0 

On 11 May the Philippine Tanker MARIKADO caught fire while 

berthed near the Nba Be tank farm. The tanker had approximately 

10,000 gallons of JP-4 fuel on board. The Nba Be detachment's LCM. 

assisted by PBRs, towed the burning vessel away from the pier to 

pr3vent the fire from spreading to the POL storage area. After 

almost nine hours of sustained effort, the fire was ext.inguished •. 

At one point four detachment personnel were blown into the water 

by one of several minor explosions which erupted from the confla­

gration. None of the men suffered serious injuries. 
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On the night of the 7th, Can Tho detachment personnel were 

called upon to assist in fighting fires when '~h 8 Binh Thuy Air 

Base was shelled by Viet Cong using mortars and recoilless rifles. 

The enemy attack destroyed a number of structures and aircraft and 

started numerous fires. Fifty Can Tho detachment personnel joined 

with U.S. and Vietnamese Air Force personnel in evacusting aircraft 

and equipment and in bringing the fires under control o 

During May the construction of interim and permanent facilities 

at GAME WARDEN and MARKET TIME bases continued to progress, within 

the limitations imposed by a fixed contractor personnul ceiling and 

a fixed amount of available funds. 

At Cam Ranh Bay, NAVSUPPACT personnel completed the installation 

and wiring of a IO<J..kilowatt generator and an electrical distribution 

system at the Naval Air Facility. In addition, the construction of 

an ordnance storage area was beguno 

At Nha Be, half of the existing helicopter landing pad was 

dismantled by NAVSUPPACT personnel p. "eliminary to the construction 

of an enlarp;e:u l;;.J.1dizl£ pad on a recently-filled si~ ... .J next to the 

perimeter security fence. The larger pad, which is needed to provids 

adequate parking space for GAME WARDEN helicopters, will be constructed 

by U.S. Army personnel. 

At Vinh Long renovation of the new living quarters was 25 per 

cent complete at month's end. The roofing and screening of the 

building was completed, and concrete foundations had been poured 

for a water tank and a septic tank. 
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At Dong Tam further improvements wera made to the repair 

facilities, boat wharves and the sewer system. At the end of the 

month, preparations were being made for the construction of addi-

tional messing and berthing facilities. The facilities would 

eventually accommodate a total of 750 personnel. 

The number of line items stocked at NAVSUPPACT Saigon increasod 

by l'r per cent during May to a total of 26,630. Gross supply ! 
requi~i tion effectiveness was 38 per cent. nine per c"nt less than! 

i 1 
the rate recorded in April. The decline was attributed to a 8izabre 

incre'ase in the number of requests for parts not normally' carrled I 
! 

in stock. Meanwhile net supply requisition effectiveness remained 
! 

esseI\tially stable at 70 per cent. I 

The operatic"al availability of GAME WARDEN MId MARKET TIME 

patrol boats continued to be generally excellent, ranging from 91 i 
- ., 

per C:ent for PCFs and WPBs to 93 per cent for PBRs. The availa-

bili ty of STABLE DOOR craft ranged from 90 to 99 per cent. I ' 

On 1 May USS SNOHOMISH COUNTY (IST 1126) was placed under the, 

operational control of COMNAVSUPPACT Saigon and began coastal and 

Delta resupply operatlons. On 7 May YFG 90 completed outfitting 

and made its first resupply run to the Delta. 

The ships and craft of NAVSUPPACT transported a total of 1,976 

short tons of cargo during the month. Meanwhile, the NAVSUPPACT 

aviation section (Air carat) transported 2,906 passengers and 150.5 

short tons of cargo o 

On 13 May a Navy US-2C aircraft, temporarily assigned to 
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NAVSUPPACT Saigon from Fleet Composite Squadron FIVE, crashed 

shortly after takeoff into the Gulf of Thailand, approxiJnately 

five miles east of the An Thoi airfield on Phu Quoe Island. The 

pilot and co-pilot were killed; the third crew member was rescued 

by PCF 93 which was on patrol nearby. 

Salvage operations to recover the plane were conducted by USB 

KRISHNA (ARL 38) and a ten-man detachment from Team 3 of Harbor 

Clearance Unit 1. Approximately 85 per cent of the aircraft, 

including both engines, the 'tail sedion and a portion of the 

fuselage.1 was recovered o 

At 1730 on 24 May USS MARK (AKL 12) struck an uncharted bar 

at the mouth of the Co Chien River. At the time, the ship had 

just completed replenishing USS HARN1"fT COUNTY (LST 821) at River­

mouth Station BRAVO and was stanr~ng out on a favorable tide. 

Eight hours later MARK floated clear on a rising tide. The ship 

was unda!naged and proceeded to Saigon via Vung Tau for further 

cargo operations o 

On 31 May the number of personnel assigned to NAVSUPPACT 

Saigon was 1,870. The number of personnel provided logistic 

support by NAVSUPPACT headquarters and its 11 detachments stood 

at 5,700 at month's end. 

tlII:IMI' 
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THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE 

In May the number of Seabee casualties increased markedly. 

Most of the injuries occurred on 8 May, 2,000 yards from the 

Demilitarized Zone, when 13 men of a 23-man MCB-4 detachment were 

wound~d by enemy troops attempting to overrun a Special Forces 

camp which the Seabees were building at Con Thien. 

In addition, MCB-8's camp at Rosemary Point in Chu Lai was 

struck by seven mortar rounds on 13 May, which killed one Seabee 

and wounded five others. On 10 May, south of Danang, two men from 

MCB-4 were injured when their truck hit a mine. 

On 5 May the number of Seabee battalions in country increased 

to ten with the arrival at Phu Bai of an advance detachment'from 

MCB-3. The detachment immediately began constructing base camp 

facilities for the battalion in the Gia Le Combat Camp, five miles 

northwest of the Phu Bai airstrip. 

By the end of the month the detachment had completed 70 per 

cent of the base camp facilities. In addition, the Seabeea ere~ted 

two Butler buildings for the Marines' 3rd Engineers, and started 

survey am design work on a Marine air group cantonment at the Phu 

Bai airstrip and a parking apron an.d hangar site for >,he U.S. 

Army's 13lst Aviation CompaIo/. 

Meanwhile MCB-l completed three 50-foot-high observation 

towers for Marin,s L, the Dia Lac area, as well as a 600-foot 

timber bridge. Am, in the Delta, a 64-man detachment from the 

'~ttalion beg~n constructing additional cantonments at Dong Tam. 
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MCB-4's "Liberty Bridge" project (which will span the Thu Bon 

River) ""s bolatered in May by the addition of a secon:! crew. At 

month's en:! the bridge was 20 per cent complete. The battalion 

also paved a 33,OOO--square-yard parking apron at the Danang Air 

Base. 

At Chu Lai members of MCB-8 and MCB-71 built a helicopter 

facility for the U.S. Army's Task Force O,-egon in 15 days. In 

addition~ MCB-8~s personnel completed work on a water and sewer 

systemj a fire station and an electrical distribution system for 

the area's Naval Support Activity detachment. 

At Dong Ha a detachment from MCB-5 constructed a lOO-bed 

hospi tal. Meanwhile MCB-ll began work on ~. cantonment for the 

Marines' Force Logistic Support Unit, an:! constructed a complex 

consisting of 16 Butler bu~lding. for the THIRD Marine Division. 

Aleo, a 75-man detachmwt from the battalion was deployed to Khe 

Sanh to rebuild the airfield. 

At- Danan g MCB-5B completed • everal buildings for the Vietna­

me.e Army'. BOlst Ordnance Platoon, The battalion also built com­

munication. center. for the FIRST Marine Division an:! the Marine 

Force Logis tic Cornman:!. 

At Danang &,t MCB-133 extenled the AHVN POW compounl near 

Marble Mountain to handle an additional 500 prisoners. The bat­

talion also built an IST pier near III MAF's headquarters, and 

started construction of a major ammunition storage area for the 

Vietnamese Air Forl!e .. 
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Major projects completed by MCB-62 in the Phu Bai area during 

May included an addition to the 13lst Aviation Company cantonment, 

and the ocmpletion of galleys (each one able to accommodate 250 

men) for the 3rd Medical Battalion am the 3rd Motor Transport 

Bat.talion. MCB-62 also improved the IBT-LCU ramp at Hue am, 

together with MCB-3, started repair work on Route 1 between Phu 

Bai and Hue. 

During the month two replAcEment Seabee Teams arrived in 

country. At Thoai Son Seabee Team 0309 began preparations to 

~lieve Team 0509. Team 0407, scheduled to relieve Team 0307, 

was temporarily stationed at Tan Son Nhut Air Base where it will 

complete a warehouse and supply compound begun by Team 0307. The 

newly-arrived Team will eventually be deployed to Can Tho to 

assist"!1 the improvement of provincial hospitals am naintenance 

facilities in the IV Corps area" 

)000001 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

The COHNAVFOKV communications center processed 95.2&1 messages 

in May, the highest one-month total to date. The figure represen­

ted an increase of 6,965 messages aver April's traffic. 

During the montb the equipment installation phase of PROJECT 

SEARCHLIGHt was begun at Nha Be, where it was scheduled to be 

completed by 15 June. The project (the basic. requirements for 

which were developed by a survey completed in 1966) is designed to 

improve the communications facilities at COMNAVFORV headquarters 

and 'lt GAME WARDEN bases and the Coastal Sm'veillance Centers. 

Essentially the project entails procurement, installation and tes­

ting of the components required to upgrade voice and teletype com­

munications. After the installation at llha Be is complete a simi­

lar phase will begin at My Tho; the cycle will continue elsewhere 

as electronic materj~ls become availableo 

In Project BOWLINE at Cam Hanh Bay the installation of elec­

tronic equipment at t~e new communications center was 77 per cent 

complete; at the transmitter and receiver sites the completion 

percentage of t~e electronic installation exceeded 85 per cent. 

Meanwhile, the C0n3tructior. ~_-' 4ae was more than 90 per cent 

complete at each of the siteso 

In Project SEA ANCHOR at D~~ng construction work on the new 

communications center and the transmitter and receiver sites was 

80 per cent comple.e. In addition, the power supply in.tallation 

was 95 per cent comp~ete in the communications center and 90 per 
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cerr;; complete at the receiver and trans.rltter sitee. The instal­

lation of air conditioning was 80 per cent cOlOlplete at all three 

sites. 

On 26 May the e.tablishment of a lamline teletype circuit 

between the Naval Air Facility am the Naval COIIIIlWIicationa 

Station, Cam Ranh Bay ended the need for Air Transportsble 

Communications Unit lOOA. The following day the Unit returned 

to the Naval Communications Station in the Philippines. 

t;;t •••• 
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ORGANIZATION AND COMMAND 

On 10 Kay Admiral Willard J. SMITH, USCG, Commandant of the 

U.S. Coast Guard, arrived in An Thoi to begin a three-day tour of 

Navy ani Coast Guard facilltites in South Vietnam. Among the 

areas visited by Admiral SMITH were Binh Thuy, Saigon, Vung Tau, 

Cat 10, Cam Ranh Bay and Danang. 

On 12 M.v Vice Admiral John J. HYlAND, USN, Commander U.S. 

SEVENTH Fleet, visi~ed the headquarters of Commanier River Patrol 

Force (CTF ll6) at Binh Thuy. Vice Admiral HYIAND participated in 

a PBR patrol ani observed certain phases of GAME WARDEN operations. 

On 20 May Admiral Ulysses S. Grant SHARP, USN, Commander in 

Chief, Pacific, arrived in Saigon to confer with COMUSMACV. In 

the course of his visit Admiral SHARP was briefed by key officers 

of COMNA VFORV' s staff, and visited Chu Lai and Danang. 

)I !UOIkJf 
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MILITARY CIVIC ACTION AND PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS 

During Kay psychological operations conducted by UoSo and 

Vietnamese naval personnel continued to produce encouraging resultso 

In the First Coastal Zone the efforts of Coastal Group 14 

resulted in four Viet Cong, including an assistant village leader, 

returning to Government jurisdiction on 18 Kayo With help from the 

Zone's U,S, Navy "psyops" officer, the Vietnamese took photographs 

of the returne6S (Hoi Chanhs), obtained written statements, and had 

both imprinted on leaflets, In addition, interviews with the Hoi 

Chanhs were taped for broadcast purposes o During the next six days 

lOO,COO of the leaflets were dropped througllout the area, and the 

forn»r village leader made personal loudspeaker appeals from a 

Vietnamese Navy junko As a result, three more Viet Cong ralliedo 

All of the Hoi Chanhs proved cooperative and reported that other 

Viet Cong were close to defectiono 

In the Second Coastal Zone loudEpeaker missions conducted by 

Swift boats and junks in the Hon Heo Secret Zone resulted in two 

r"Uiers, In the Mekor,,; Delta a PBR patrol playing a taped message 

in ~. known hostile area. in the Bassac River was taken under fire 

from three positions on Tan Dinh Islando The PBRs suppressed the 

fi re and ~or..tlm ... ed the mis.9ion ... attracting a large cruwd in the May 

Islam area -' a known enem;y .: rossing rout eo At one point a sampan 

wae rowed out froffi the bank and its occupant. thanked the patrol 

personnel for the broadcast and informed them that PBRs had killed 

two Viet Gong and wounied five others during a fj re fight in the 
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area the previ ous week. 

Elsewhere in the Delta five Viet Cong rallied to PBRs in May, 

using the special USN-VNN amnesty leaflets first distributed in 

March 0 

In the Rung Sat Special Zone two ralliers, one of whom claimed 

to be a former Viet Cong platoon leader, turned in a .45 caliber 

machine gun and led Regional Force troops to an enem;y ClIlIpo 

Following a brief fire fight with a Viet Cong platoon, the troops 

captured a machine gun, two mortars, two carbines and a large 

quanti ty of ammuni tiono 

Among the month's civic action projects was an extensive mission 

in the Second Naval Zone conducted by the VNN's hospital ship, LSM(H) 

4010 From 20 May until the end of the month the ship stopped at 

seven different locations between Nha Trang and Phan Thiet. During 

the trip the ship's doctors and corpsmen treated almost 2,000 

villagers in need of medical or dental attention" Some of the cases 

involved minor surger,yo 

On the afternoon of 14 May Coastal Group 36 units, Popular Force 

troops, and a Navy corpslIBn from USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST 838) 

visited a village on Dung Island near the mouth of the Bassae Rivero 

While the UoSo and Vietnwr.ese medical personnel treated 250 villagers 

in the area, the troops and sailors distributed literature espousing 

the Government IS cause. 

The next day Coastal Group 36 units and a battalion of Ba Xuyen 

Sector forces conduc ted a search and destroy mission on the island. 
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Five Viet Cong were killed during the operation and another was 

captured. Following the incident, medical persomel treated 500 

villagers for routine ailments while the troops distributed food 

and gifts. 

On the 20th unit. of Coastal Groups 34 and 37 transported 200 

Regional Force t,'vOrq , a joint U.S., Australian and VNN medical 

contingent, and the Third Coastal Zone's "psyops" team to the hamlet 

of Xam Giong Bong, 30 miles southwest of Vung Tau. One Vietnamese 

sailor was wounded by sniper fire during the landing and one Viet 

Cong suspect was detained" After the area was "securedjl" the 

medical team treated 150 Vietname se in need of dental care am 500 

others requiring medical help; one of the latter was subsequently 

evacuated for 3lrgical treatnent. 

Throughout the month, in the Nha Be District south of Saigon, 

the 2nd Battalion of the Vietnamese Marine Corps conducted a 

continuing series of civic action missions" The projects were 

woven into the battalion"s participation in Operation FAIRFAX, and 

resulted in the medical treatment of 2,500 persons, the dissemination 

of 32 1 000 Itpsywar" leaflets and bookletsjI the construction of 16 

roofs for private dwellings, and the distribution of over 300 tons 

of rice and other foodstuffs. 

The following is a tabulation of certain military civic action 

projects conducted during May by U.S. and Vietnamese naval forces 

and the Vietname se Marine Corps, 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Construction: 
a. Dis pensa rie e 1 
b. Dwellings/number of families 

K6 c. Schools/classrooms 3 12 
d. Wells 5 
e. Churches 1 
r. Flagpoles 1 

Medil!al treatment ~ 
a. General medicine 18,743 
b. Dental 1,278 
c. Surgery 80 
d. Emergency· evacuations 23 
e. Cleft rala te operations 1 

Health and sanitation: 
a. Classes on personal hygiene/attendance 3/35 
b. Imnunizations 991 
c. Medical aides or nurses trained 3 
d. Physieal examinations 2,040 
e. Spray insecticide operations 4 
f. Swamp areas drained 1 

Distrirution of corrmodi ties (pounds unless otherwise 
a. Cement 50,854 
b. Clothing 4,510 
c. Food 190,147 
d. Lumber (board feet) 68,664 
e. Medical~ non-prescri)tion 140 
f. Midwife kits (number 10 
g. School kits (nuniJer) 468 
h. Soap 14,237 
i. Tin sheets l nu.rriJ Eo r ) 503 
j, Woodworking kits (number) 2 
k. Paper bla~~ets (number) 2,256 
l. Personal kits (r.lllllber) 810 
m. Magaz~nes (number) 18,225 

Educa tional efforts ~ 
a. English classes/attendance 52/689 

Volu.ntary piaster 
a. Orphanages 
b, Scha-olB 

(ont Ii tutions in support ofl, 
ll7,OOO 
23,000 

IBOHOOt 

specified): 
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP 

VJETNAMESE NAVY 

At the end of May the personnel strength of the Vietruunelle 

Navy .tood at 13,988. Of this number 1,080 were officers, 3,029 

were non-commissioned officers and the remainin& 117879 were 

enlisted men., The number of personnel discharged during the month 

as deserters and the number of unauthorized absentees was 35 and 

314, respectively; the figures represented a continuing decline in 

both categories .. 

On 11 Hay Patrol Motor Gunboats 616 and 618 were made avail-

able for assignment to the Fleet Command. Of the four ne,; PGMa 

which arrived in Apri11 these were the first to complete the 

training ~ycle conducted by the VNN's Underway Training Group in 

Saigon. The formal transfer of ownership of the craft from the 

u.S. Navy to the Vietnamese Navy ~as expected to be completed in 

June .. 

On 17 May, for the first time since an independent government 

was established in South Vietnam, a River Assault Group detachment 

was activated outside of the Delta and surrounding region. The 

new unit, ccmpris ing • ix craft, was established at the Coastal 

Group 12 ba.e at Thus Thien, northeast of Hue. The primary 

mission of the detachment is to conduct j:8trols and support amphib-

iou. operations along the rivers, canals and inland shore. of the 

area 20 to 80 miles northwest of Danang. 
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On 24 May the 241 personnel assigned to the last r .. cruit 

training class programmed for i967 completed their indoctrination 

at the Recruit Training Canter, Gam Ranh, At month's em certain 

sections of the center were being revamped to provide facilities 

for the Gunner's Mate am Boatswain's Mate Class A schools sched-

uled to s tart in July, 

Fleet CODJIIaOO 

Of the 26 ships available to the Fleet Cornman! in Ms,y 9 12 

were maintained on st.ation off the coast of South Vietnam~ four 

conducted river p3.trols i and one performed convoy escort duty 

between Vung Tau ani Tan Chau. During the month the ships of the 

Fleet COlJlMnd conducted 32 ,gunfire support missions, searched 939 

junks ani 4,377 persons, ani detained four junks and 17 suspects, 

Patrol craft (PCs aOO peEs) patrolled the coasts of the First, 

Second and fourth Naval Zones, On 15 May PCE 08 relieved USS LUCID 

(MSO 458) in the northern surveillance barrier of the First Naval 

Zone, On 17 May peE, 12 relieved USS GANNET (MSC 290) in the Second 

~aval Zone, Each peE remained on station for 14 days, constituting 

the most significant integration of the V1~ Fleet Co~nd and USN 

Coastal Surveillan'.:e Force to date o 

Landing support ships (LSILs ani LSSLs) provided gunfire 

support and acted a5 convoy escorts in the Third Naval Zone, the 

Fourth Riverine Area and the Rung Sat Spe cial Zone, The ships 

conducted a total of 24 gunfire missions in May, On 5 ani 6 May, 
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LSSL 231 conducted three gunfire support missions against ""ell\)'" 

positions on the north bank of the Bassac River, 50 miles south-

east of Can Tho. The gunfire resulted in the destruction of Uvo 

Viet COiig structures J one bunker am one sampan.. Ir .. additionj 24 

structures were damaged" 

In May the Fleet Command is gunboats (PGMs) conducted river 

and coastal patrol. in the Rung Sat Special Zone ard in tl.s four 

naval Zones, while lhe coastal minesweepers (MSCs) were deployed 

on coastal patrols in the First ani ThJrd Naval Zonee. In the 

RSSZ, moto~ launch minesweeper. (MlMSs) continued their daily 

sweep operation,' on the Saigon, Long Tau and Nha Be rivers. 

The month's 19 logistical missions resulted in the movement 

of 3,270 tons of cargo and 2,423 personnel. Medium larding shipe 

(ISMs) lifted 1,523 tons of cargo ani 1,968 personnel; tank 

landing shlps (LSTs) lifted 1»522 tons of cargo and 455 personnel; 

and utility landing craft (LeUs) lifted 225 tons of cargo. 

Personnel of the VNN ,lnderwater Demolition Team (IDNN) con-

tinued their nightly hull im'pections of ships in the Port of 

Saigon, and conducted four operations during tl·, month. Two de-

tachments operated in the RSSZ with U.S. Navy SEALs from 1 to 6 

and 15 to 25 May; three IDNNs worked with SEAL detachments in the 

Fourth Riverine Area from the 19th to the 31st; a 15-man detach-

ment conducted beach survey operations in the First ard Second 

Naval Zones from 17 May into June; and two IDNNs assisted the ARVN 
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303rd Engineering Battalion from 13 through 16 ~ while the bat-

talion was constructing bridge defenses at Ben luc. 

Coastal Force 

In May the available units of the Coastal Force-238--had a 

doily employment average of 50 per cent. The units searched 

21.303 ,junks and 80,829 persons during the month, detaining 33 

junks and 624 persons. 

On 2 and 3 May Coastal Group 12 and Headquarters, I Corpe 

Tactical Zone units r.onducted Operation LAM SON 47, 70 miles 

northwest of Danang. One hundred and four Viet Cong were killed 

during the operation and 30 suspects were detained. In addition, 

13 crew-served weapons~ 80 individual weapons, and 24 cases of 

BAR-type ammunition were captured. 

On the afternoon of 7 Ma.r a Coastal Group 14 po.tro"l sighted 

nine Viet COIJ< attempting to cross the Cua Dai River, 14 miles 

south of Danrulg, and req~ested and spotted for U.S. artillery fire 

from a Marine unit. The artillery fire killed t"" of the Viet 

Congo At 0330 the next day, three miles farther east, other Coas-

tal Group 14 units po.rticipated in an operation which resulted in 

the destruction of two Viet Cong check points, the capture of one 

Viet Cong, and the detention of 11 suspects. 

From 16 to 18 Ma.r Coastal Groupe 11, 13, 14 and 15 conducted 

a series of small raids and search and destroy missions along the 

coast. One Viet Cong was killed during this period, another ws" 
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captured, and four others defected. In addition, a 200-pound 

water mine and a small assortment of small...,nns ammunition and 

grenades were seizedo 

On the 20th, COilBtal Grcup 14 and U. S. Marine ground units 

conducted a one-day operation, QUYET THANG, 14 miles southeast of 

Danang. Four Viet Cong were killed during the operation and one 

Viet Cong defected. One Marine was wounded. 

That same day Coaseal Group 16 supported the ARVN FOURTH 

Division in Operat~on LIEN KET 104, 67 miles southeast of Danang. 

During the operation, which ended on the 28th, Coastal Group unit. 

detained one junk and 89 5uspect5~ The ground forces, meanwhile~ 

killed 137 Viet Cong and detained over 1,000 suspects. 

At 2350 on 22 May a sampan manned by Coastal Group 13 person-

nel and U.S. Navy advisors encountered two enemy craft on Cau Hai 

Bay, 28 mile. northwest of Danang. During the ensuing l5-minute 

fire fight 19 North Vietname,e and Viet Cong were killed, and one 

Viet Cong was captured. The materiel seized included two carbines, 

a submachine gun, 24 grenades> and a quantity of ammunition and 

documentsc> There Wbre no friendly casualtieso 

On 12 May Coastal Group 24 units in the Second Naval Zone 

conducted a series of s6arch and destroy operations near MY Quangs 

23 mile. south of Qui Nhon. The units destroyed three tons of 

rice contained in th::ee caches, and four enemy tunkerso 

On 4 May, in the Third Naval Zone, Coa.tal Group 36 units and 
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Vinh Binh Sector forces coniucted " search and destroy operation 

on the north shore of the Bassac River, ten miles upstream from 

the mouth of the river. Two Viet Cong were killed and t"" inii-

vidual weapons were seized; five members of the sector force were 

>IOwded. On 7 May Coastal Group 36 supported t"" ARVN Special 

ForCBS missions on islands in the mouth of the Bassac River& 

During the t..., operations five Viet Cong were killed; t"" others 

were captured along with a number of rifles and grenades. 

On 8 and 9 May Coastal Groups 32, 33, 34 and 37, together 

with LSIL 327, LSM 404 and PCF 35 Landed and supported Regional 

Force companies 907 and 983 and larrling psrties from each of the 

coastal groups in Opsration HAl SU 5. The laniing occurred near 

the mouth of the My Tho River, 24 miles southwest of Vung Tau, 

and was opposed by a Viet Cong platoon. Six of the enemy were 

killed (probables) and two were wounded. The ensuing sweep of the 

area by South Vietnamese troops result.ed in the destruction of 200 

punji-stake foot traps, ani the seizure of a large quantity of 

documents. The troops also provided protection for VNN medical 

personnel, who tr~ated approxirmtely 80 villagers during the 

operationo 

On the night of 24 May two Coastal Group 36 junks ani four 

U.S. PERs supported a platoon of Vietnamese Special Forces from 

Soc Trang in an operation on the northern end of Dung Island. 

During the mission the platoon was ambushed by an estimated 40 
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Viet Congo Four Vietnamese troops were killed in the action and 

another was wounded" One Viet Cong was capturedo 

At 0030 on 9 May; in the Fourth Naval Zone, junks from Coas-

tal Group 45 detected and forced aground a 40-foot motor junk car-

rying arms o As soon as the enemy junk grounded, 70 miles north of 

Ca Hau Paint, the o~cupants began firing on the Coastal Group junkeo 

The Government UIQt., supported by two MARKET TIME craft, suppressed 

the enemy fire, killing two (probables) of the fleeing Viet Congo 

The captured junk was sub.equently towed to the Coastal Group base, 

Included in its cargo were three Russian carbines, one M.-l rifle 9 

three grenade launchers.1 and 800 rounds of small-anns RImlunitiono 

giverine Area Naval Command~ 

In Hay the River Assault Groups conlucted one operation in 

the First. Naval Zone J three in the Third Riverine Area, six in the 

Rung Sat Special Zone ani eight in the Fourth Riverine Are .. o 

The RAG units also performed escort duty and conlucted river 

patrol~ base defense and psychological warfare missionso With a 

daily •. verage employment of 70 per cent of the available force of 

141 craft, the RAGs searched 1,827 junks and 4,881 persons, an1 

detained two junks and 11 persons 0 

On 17 May the newly-activated River Assault Group Detachment 

in the First Naval Zone conducted its first operation, code-named 

TIEN SHA 10 ,he one-day operation included the transportation and 

support of a two-platoon force of ARVN Special Forcee and Special 
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Operations Group personnel deployed near Tien She Mountain, 3 

miles east of Danang. 

The month's three operations in the Third Riverine Area in-

valved support of U.S. Army units. From 5 to 7 ~9 13 craft from 

RAGs 24 and 28 provided blocking forces for uI,its of the lm.h 

Light Infantry Brigade conducting Operation DUCK PIN, 15 miles 

southwest of Saigon. The sweeps along the banks of the Vam Co 

Dang River resulted in the detention of five Viet Cong suspects 

and the seizure of large quantities of explosives, medical sup-

plies and document8~ In additionJ several bunkers and foxholes 

and three emplaced 57-mm. rifles were destroyed. 

From 6 to 10 May, 1.4 craft frern RAGs 28 am 30 ond three 

craft from the River Transport Escort Group* psrticipst,ed in the 

U.S. FIRST Infantry Division's Operation MANHAT'i'AN, 25 miles north 

of Saigono Numerous Viet Cong bunkers am t unnel c~;.,lexes were 

destroyed during the operation. Afterwards two VNN sailors ""re 

wounded when their craft, returning to its base~ was mined o 

* A specially-trained Vietnamese Navy unit under the operational 
control of the Waterway Transport Office of the Government's 
Public Works Dep'rtment. The principal mission of the River 
Transport Escort Group (RTEG) is to escort commercial traffic 
along the waterways of the Mekong Delta between Saigo nand Bac 
Lieu. Composed of seven officers, 200 enlisted men, and 28 
river assault craft, the RTEG assigns five to seven craft to 
accompany each convoy; the size of the convoy ranges from 15 
to as many as 70 junks and barges. A convoy leaves Saigon 
approximately every ten days, arriving back in the Capital 
about 22 daye later. 
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Units of RAG 30 supported U.S. NINTH Infantry Division units 

in Operation FAIRFAX from 17 to 20 and 25 through 31 May. On the 

28th a RAG unit killed four Viet Cong and captured an enemy sMlpan 

during a fire fight on the Tao River, 8 miles northeMt of Saigon, 

In a one-day operation on the 31st, LSIL 331 and 13 craft 

from RAGs 22 and 28 :!.:..nded tlW Regional Force companies in an area 

12 miles southeast of Saigon, Two Viet Cong were killed during 

the assault as the troops destroyed one junkj seven sampar~j 57 

structures~ one medical aid station j 20 'water mines and two cases 

of locally-made land mines and grenadeso 

On 2 May seven craft from RAGs 25 and 29, enroute from Can 

Tho to Ca MaUl' engaged an enemy unit in a canal 40 miles south of 

Can Tho, During the fire fight three ~in-force Viet Cong of 

Company 404 were captured." together with a quantity of arms,<I 

documents and medical Buppliesc 

On 9 and 10 May RAGs 23 and 31 supported a multi-battalion 

force of the AhVN NINTH Division and Regional and Special Forces 

units in Operation lDNG PHI 999/J. During the operation, corrluc-

ted ten miles north of Sa Dec.~ the grolli1d forces killed ten Viet 

Congj captured ten others,; and detained ten suspectso At the same 

time RAG personnel searched 107 junks and 245 persons. 

On the 12th and 13th, the VNN's LCU 538 and 21 craft from 

hAGs 25, 27, 29 and 32 supported the ARVN NINTH Division in 

Operation LONG PHI 999, 18 miles southeast of Can Tho. Twenty-
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five Viet Cong were captured during this period, another wae 

ki: led, and four suspects ""re detained. One RAG sailor _. 

wounded, as well as three ARVN 9olrliarso 

Vietnamese Navy Statistical SummaEf 
May 1967 • 

Searched Detained 
Coastal Force Junks PeoEle Junks PeoEle 

I NZ 7,095 27,079 ----z9 469 
II NZ 5,360 19,171 3 144 

III NZ 6,303 25,231 0 7 
IV NZ 2,545 9,348 1 4 

Sub-Tota~ 21.303 80,829 33 624 

Fleer. Command 
Patrol Ships 939 4,377 4 17 

hiverin~rea 

Craft 1.827 4,881 2 11 

Tc-:..als 24,,069 90,087 39 652 

"*" 
VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS 

During the month the six battalions of the Vietnamese Marine 

Corps operated in the 11 and III Corps Tactical Zones, the Rung 

Sat Speclal Zone and the Fourth Riverine Area. The infantry bat-

talions were committed to ~ombat operations 84 per cent of the 

time and the three batteries of the Artillery Battalion were com-

mitted 74 per cent of the time. 

Brigade Force A, consisting of a headquarters, the 4th and 

5th Marine Battalions, and Battery B of the Artillery Battalion, 

continued operations be~un in April in the Bong Son area of the 
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II Corps Tactical Zone o 

The operations resulted in light, scattered contact with Viet 

Cong unitso From the 1st through the 4th there were eight minor 

incidents which resulted in three Viet Cong being killedo r..o 

Viet Cang '\I."8re captured in addition to an ass')rtment of grenades 9 

clothes and documents" Three Marines were killed and six were 

wounded 0 In an encounter on the 5th~ one Marine was killed and 

two were wourrled .... nile four Viet Cong were killed arrl one was 

captured~ That. day the: p.ar:ines detained 68 suspects" 

From 6 to 16 Hay !I in a series of brief incidents~ nine Viet 

Cang were killed j one was captured~ and one ARVN deserter and 

seven suspects were detained" Three Marines were killed and 16 

were wourrled, two of those killed and nine of the wourried were 

felled by snipers or booby trapso 

At 0400 on 17 May a Viet Cong platoon attacked a Marine out-

post and killed two Marines 0 Between the 17th and the 24th one 

Viet Cong was k.illed~ two were captured" and six suspects were 

detained 0 One Marine was woundedo 

On the 24t.h a un~t of the Force made contact with a Viet Cong 

platoon;. killing ten j capturing five 9 and detaining four 5USpeCtso 

One Marine was killed and a..l1other 1"m.5 wounded o Among the items 

seized were a 045 caliber piator and 17 grenades o 

From t.he 25th through the 31st, in eight separate incidents, 

three Viet Cong ",ere captured and nine suspects were det-ained. 
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Ifl.lI'ing this period three Marines were killed and seven were woun;" 

ded. 

Brigade Force B, composed of a headquarters, the 1st and Jrd 

Battali~ns, and Battery C of the Artillery Battalion, _s activated 

0n 24 May and transported by road convoy from Saigon to the Can 

Tho area" The Force operated as a reaction and search unit under 

the operational control of the ARVN 21st Division until 27 May, and 

under the ARVN NINTH Division from the 28th to the 31st. 

On the 28th the Force participated in Operation WNG PHI 

999/N, ten miles southeast of Can Tho. Landed by RAG craft, the 

Marines swept the area on the 28th and 29th, killing two Viet Cong 

and detaining six suspectso Seven Marines were wounded" On 31 

May tha Force returned to Saigon" 

Earlier in the month, the 1st Battalion and Battery A of the 

Artillery Battalion had conducted water..ay security and search and 

destroy operations in the RSSZ. Contact with the enemy was spora-

die and light. On 1 May the Jrd Company discovered an enemy bass 

camp 16 miles northwest of Vung Tau and destroyed five huts (two 

of vhich were booby-trapped), nine sampans, ten lani mines and one 

ton of rice. Two Marines were killed and t"" were wounded. 

On the Hth the 1st Battalion was relieved by the 6th 3attal-

ion and returned to its base camp at Thu Due. From 19 to 22 May 

the 1st Battalion maintained security in the Capital Military 

District, operating principally in the Go Vap sector north of 
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Saigon. On 24 Ms;y- the Battalion deployed as a part of Brigade 

Force Bo 

The 2nd Battalion, operating in the Nha Be District through-

out the month, cont.inued to conluct search an! destroy missions 

an! civic action projects tcgether with units of the U,S, 199th 

Light Infantry Brigade eoOOucting Operation FAIRFAX, The battalion 

provided daytime security patrols aOO nighttime ambushes and patrols 

designed to protect the progress of their civic action undertakings. 

The 3rd Battalion remained at its base camp at Thu Due until 

11 May when it began a week of security duty on the perimeter of 

Tan Son Nhut Air Base, The battalion then returned to camp until 

the 24th, when it joined Brigade Force B, 

At Thu Due on the 8th of May the 6th Battalion was inspected 

by Lieutenant General Le Nguyen KHANG, VNMC, CommaOOant, VietnallEs. 

Marine Corps" In a subsequent dedication ceremony the battalion 

was formally activated as a canbat unit, On 11 May the battalion 

relieved the 1st Battalion in the RSSZ, There was no contact with 

the enemy until 29 May when one Viet Cong was killed and another 

was wounded during an atta~k on a Viet Cong base camp on the west 

bank of the Long Tau River, 2!J miles northwest of Vung Tau, The 

battalion destroyed the camp .• which contained 23 huts, an! with-

drew o 

The morale of the Vietnamese Marine Corpa remained at a high 

level and the leadership in all units was considered to be excellent 
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throughout the month. During May the Corps sccounted for 30 ene~ 

killed, :u. captured and 180 suspects detained. S1xteen Marines 

were killed and 42 Marines were wounded. 

Vietnamese Marine Corps Statistical Summary 
)(ay 1967 

"IC/NVA, 30 KIA, :u. captured, 180 suspects detained. 

VNMC: 16 KIA, 42 WIA. 

Materiel Captured or Destrozed: 

Hand Grenade. 
Bangalore torpedos 
Submaohine guns 
M-l rifles 
K-50 SMGs 
.45 caliber pistols 
Huts 
Sampans 
Rice (tons) 
RUle grenade. 
K-50 ammunition (rounds) 
Shelters 
Trench lines (meters) 
Bunkers 
Mines 

35 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
5 

13 
1 
1 

1,000 
26 

100 
2 

15 
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