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Preface 

This history of the Military Police Corps has been compiled and 
edited to provide source material for the officer advanced reading 
packet. ST 19-154. A History of the Military Police Corps provided 
the skeleton for this revision. Source documents, housed in the 
Military Police Corps Regimental Museum, have been used to 
provide more comprehensive details on military police history 
during the various periods and are listed in the bibliography. This 
history will be expanded and refined as additional source material 
becomes available through the historical program. 

Military Police Corps 
Regimental History 

Preface 

This history of the Military Police Corps has been compiled and 
edited to provide source material for the officer advanced reading 
packet.ST 19-154, A History of the Military Police Corps provided 
the skeleton for this revision. Source documents, housed in the 
Military Police Corps Regimental Museum, have been used to 
provide more comprehensive details on military police history 
during the various periods and are listed in the bibliography. This 
history will be expanded and refined as additional source material 
becomes available through the historical program. 



Bibliography 

Department of the Army. 46th Military History Detachment. USARV History. 
"Summation of Combat Activities Involving Military Police During the Period 30 
June to 6 February 68." Republic of Vietnam, 6 June 69. 

Fitzpatrick, John C., ecl. The Writings of George Washington, Vols 14. 18, 19, & 
27. Washington, DC: United States Government Printing Office, 1931 -1944. 

Gibbs, LTC Allen and MAJ Allen Grammer. "Grenada, Chronology of 82nd 
MPs."Military Police Journal 1 1  (Spring 1984): 34. 

Healy, SP5 Jerry. "MPs Process Detainees." Military Police Journal 11 (Spring 
1984): 20. 

Himes, Mary R. "Military Police Duties in the Federal Army." Military Police 
Journal 7 7 (Summer 1984): 20. 

Himes, Mary R. USAMPS Historical Vignetttes. No. 1,4,7.8,9,10, & 11. March 
84-February 85. 

Johnson, SSG Thomas L. and Mary R. Himes. "The Battle of the American 
Embassy." Military Police Journal 1 1  (Summer 1984): 6. 

Linn, J. S. and W. H. Dale, ed. Pennsylvania in the War of the Revolution, 1775- 
7783, Vo/ //.Harrisburg, PA Lane S. Hart State Printer, 1880. 

Reynolds. SP5 Jessica R. "True Blue MPs." Military Police Journal 1 7  (Spring 
1984): 36. 

Richens, CPT Brent L. and SP4 Russell B. Shor. "18th Military Police Brigade, 
Three Years in Vietnam." Military Police Journal VoIXIX (September 1969): 5. 

Thomas, Holland. "The Provost Marshal and the Citizen," pp. 182-212 in The 
Photographic History ofthe Civil War by FrancisTrevelyan Miller, ed.,Vol. 7 & 8. 
New York: Thomas Yoseloff, 1957. 

United States Army Military Police School. "Historyofthe Military Police Corps," 
ST 19-1 54, draft, undated. 

United StatesArmy Military Police Board Report. "Historyofthe Provost Marshal 
Section Far East Command, 1 Jan 1950 thru 31 Oct 1950.'' undated. 

United States Army Military Police Board Report. "History of the Military Police 
Corps." Chapter 7 on Military Police Activities in Korea. Copy. 

2 2 

Bibliography 

Department of the Army. 46th Military History Detachment. USARV History. 
"Summation of Combat Activities Involving Military Police During the Period 30 
June to 6 February 68." Republic of Vietnam, 6 June 69. 

Fitzpatrick, John C., eGo The Writings of George Washington, Vols 14, 18, 19, & 
27. Washington, DC: United States Government Printing Office, 1931 -1944. 

Gibbs, LTC Allen and MAJ Allen Grammer. "Grenada, Chronology of 82nd 
MPs. "Ml'litary Police Journal 11 (Spring 1984): 34. 

Healy, SP5 Jerry. "MPs Process Detainees." Military Police Journal 11 (Spring 
1984): 20. 

Himes, Mary R. "Military Police Duties in the Federal Army." Ml'litary Police 
Journal 11 (Summer 1984): 20. 

Himes, Mary R. USAMPS Historical Vignetttes. No.1, 4, 7,8,9, 10, & 11. March 
84-February 85. 

Johnson, SSG Thomas L. and Mary R. Himes. "The Battle of the American 
Embassy." Ml'litary Police Journal 11 (Summer 1984): 6. 

Linn, J. S. and W. H. Dale, ed. Pennsylvania in the War of the Revolution, 1775-
1783, Vol II. Harrisburg, PA: Lane S. Hart State Printer, 1880. 

Reynolds, SP5 Jessica R. "True Blue MPs." Military Police Journal 11 (Spring 
1984): 36. 

Richens, CPT Brent L. and SP4 Russell B. Shor. "18th Military Police Brigade, 
Three Years in Vietnam." Military Police Journal Vol XIX (September 1969): 5. 

Thomas, Holland. "The Provost Marshal and the Citizen," pp. 182-212 in The 
Photographic History of the Civil War by Francis Trevelyan Miller, ed., Vol. 7 & 8. 
New York: Thomas Yoseloff, 1957. 

United States Army Military Police School. "Historyofthe Military Police Corps," 
ST 19-154, draft, undated. 

United States Army Military Police Board Report. "History of the Provost Marshal 
Section Far East Command, 1 Jan 1 950 thru 31 Oct 1950." undated. 

United States Army Military Police Board Report. "History of the Military Police 
Corps." Chapter 7 on Military Police Activities in Korea. Copy. 



The American Revolution Through the Mexican War 

Although soldiers have been 
delegated toperform policetype 
duties in the military since the 
beginning of armies, the seed 
that germinated into the birthof 
the modern Mil i tary Police 
Corps in 1941 can be traced 
b a c k  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
Revolutionary War. A t  the 
beginning of the American 
Revolution, the Continental 
Army adopted with little change 
t h e  f o r m s ,  t i t l e s ,  a n d  
administrative procedures of 
the Brit ish Army including 
those pertaining to military 
police. A resolution ofcongress 
on 27 May 1778 established a 
"Provost'' in the Continental 
A rmy  t o  consist  of t h e  
fol lowing: a captain, four 
l ieutenants, one clerk, a 
quartermaster sergeant, two 
trumpeters, two sergeants, five 
corporals, forty-three provosts, 
and four executioners. This 
force was to be mounted and 
accoutered as light dragoons; 
its mission was to apprehend 
d e s e r t e r s ,  r i o t e r s ,  a n d  
stragglers. In battle, it would be 
posted in the rear to secure 
fugitives. The unit, soon styled 
the "troops of Marechaussee" 
after the French term for their 
provost troops, was organized 
on 1 June 1778 atValleyForge, 
Pennsylvania. Of the original 
fifty-five men in the Mare- 
chausee Corps, one was a 
c a p t a i n  a n d  t w o  w e r e  
l ieutenants. Forty-three of 
these men had been recruited 
in Pennsylvania and they were 
mostly of German heritage. 

During the Revolutionary 
War, the Marechaussee Corps 
was utilized in a variety of 
missions. In 1779, Captain 
B a r t h o l o m e w  V o n  Heer.  
P rovos t  M a r s h a l  o f  t h e  
Marechaussee Corps, was  
instructed to organize a patrol 
to obtain intelligence of the 
enemy's movement on the 
south sideoftheRaritan toward 

A m b o y .  N e w  J e r s e y .  I n  
November 1780, Washington 
directed the Corps to join 
Colonel Stephen Moylan and 
proceed to the Hackensack. 
They were to secure all its 
crossings to prevent persons 
from carrying intelligencetothe 
enemy. During the Battle of 
Springfield, a shortage of 
cavalry led Washington to 
employ the Marechaussee 
Corps in a combat role in the 
vicinity of Springfield, New 
Jersey. A t  t he  Batt le of 
Y o r k t o w n  i n  1 7 8 1 ,  t h e  
Marechaussee Corps provided 
secur i ty for Washington's 
headquarters which was near 
Dobbs Ferry. Virginia.  In 
September 1782 the Provost 
Corps was temporarily attached 
to General Washington's Life 
G u a r d .  T h e  C o r p s  w a s  
disbandedon4November1783 
at Rock Hill, New Jersey. A 
small detachment was retained 
as part of Washington's Life 
Guard to provide security at 
Army headquarters. It escorted 
the Commander back to his 
home at Mount Vernon. 

The apprehension, detention, 
security, and movement of 
prisoners of war was another 

George Washington, 
Commander-in-chief of the 
Continental Army 

Corps during the American 
Revolution. Prisoners were 
exchanged for Cont inental  
Army soldiers who had been 
captured by the British. The 
Commissary General of the 
Army was responsible for all 
prisoners and al l  prisoner 
exchanges. Due to the minimal 
resources of the Continental 
Army. many prisoners were 
returned to the British after 
promising never to resume 
fighting in the current conflict. 
Other prisoners, primarily the 
Hessians, German mercenaries 
employed by the British. were 
loaned to farmers, blacksmiths, 
and other businessmen in 
return for providing them with 
room and board. After the war, 
the Commissary General of the 
Army posted advertisements in 
local newspapers requesting 
thereturnof allprisonersofwar 
so they could be transported to 
England. Still, many remained 
as the indentured servants of 
merchants in Pennsylvania and 
Virginia. 

Whi le the Marechaussee 
Corps was the major military 
police-type uni t  during the 
American Revolution, other 
enforcement units also were 
organized. I n  1 7 7 7 ,  t h e  
Continental Army created a 
specialized uni t  called the 
Corps of Invalids; and in 1779, 
another police-type unit was 
organized by the state of 
Virginia for prisoner of war 
duties. 

During the War of 1812 and 
the Mexican War, 1845-1848, 
the lack of an organizedMilitary 
Police Corps reflected the 
general ill-preparedness of the 
total Armed Forces of the 
Uni ted States lo conduct 
mi l i ta ry  operations. Many  
politicians in Congress were 
waryof a strongmilitaryanddid 
little to provide for an adequate 
peacetime Army or Navy. In war 
commanders had to marshal 
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Although soldiers have been 
delegated to perform policetype 
duties in the military since the 
beginning of armies, the seed 
that germinated into the birth of 
the modern Military Police 
Corps in 1941 can be traced 
back to the American 
Revolutionary War. At the 
beginning of the American 
Revolution, the Continental 
Army adopted with little change 
the forms, titles, and 
administrative procedures of 
the 8ritish Army including 
those pertaining to military 
police. A resolution of Congress 
on 27 May 1778 established a 
"Provost" in the Continental 
Army to consist of the 
following: a captain, four 
lieutenants, one clerk, a 
Quartermaster sergeant, two 
trumpeters, two sergeants, five 
corporals, forty-three provosts, 
and four executioners. This 
force was to be mounted and 
accoutered as light dragoons; 
its mission was to apprehend 
deserters, rioters, and 
stragglers. In battle, it would be 
posted in the rear to secure 
fugitives. The unit, soon styled 
the "troops of Marechaussee" 
alter the French term for their 
provost troops, was organized 
on 1 June 1778 at Valley Forge, 
Pennsylvania. Of the original 
fifty-five men in the Mare­
chausee Corps, one was a 
captain and two were 
lieutenants. Forty-three of 
these men had been recruited 
in Pennsylvania and they were 
mostly of German heritage. 

During the Revolutionary 
War, the Marechaussee Corps 
was utilized in a variety of 
missions. In 1779, Captain 
8artholomew Von Heer, 
Provost Marsha I of the 
Marechaussee Corps, was 
instructed to organize a patrol 
to obtain intelligence of the 
enemy's movement on the 
south side of the Raritan toward 

Amboy, New Jersey. In 
November 1780, Washington 
directed the Corps to join 
Colonel Stephen Moylan and 
proceed to the Hackensack. 
They were to secure all its 
crossings to prevent persons 
from carrying intelligence to the 
enemy. During the Battle of 
Springfield, a shortage of 
cavalry led Washington to 
employ the Marechaussee 
Corps in a combat role in the 
vicinity of Springfield, New 
Jersey. At the Battle of 
Yorktown in 1781, the 
Marechaussee Corps provided 
security for Washington's 
headquarters which was near 
Dobbs Ferry, Virginia. In 
September 1782 the Provost 
Corps was temporarily attached 
to General Washington's Life 
Guard. The Corps was 
disbanded on 4 November 1783 
at Rock Hill, New Jersey. A 
small detachment was retained 
as part of Washington's Life 
Guard to provide security at 
Army headquarters. It escorted 
the Commander back to his 
home at Mount Vernon. 

The apprehension, detention, 
security, and movement of 
prisoners of war was another 

George Washington, 
Commander-in-chief of the 
Continental Army 

Corps during the American 
Revolution. Prisoners were 
exchanged for Continental 
Army soldiers who had been 
captured by the British. The 
Commissary General of the 
Army was responsible for all 
prisoners and all prisoner 
exchanges. Due to the minimal 
resources of the Continental 
Army, many prisoners were 
returned to the British after 
promising never to resume 
fighting in the current conflict. 
Other prisoners, primarily the 
Hessians, German mercenaries 
employed by the British, were 
loaned to farmers, blacksmiths, 
and other businessmen in 
return for providing them with 
room and board. After the war, 
the Commissary General of the 
Army posted advertisements in 
local newspapers requesting 
the return of all prisoners of war 
so they could be transported to 
England. Still, many remained 
as the indentured servants of 
merchants in Pennsylvania and 
Virginia. 

While the Marechaussee 
Corps was the major military 
police-type unit during the 
American Revolution, other 
enforcement units also were 
organized. In 1777, the 
Continental Army created a 
specialized unit called the 
Corps of Invalids; and in 1779, 
another police-type unit was 
organized by the state of 
Virginia for prisoner of war 
duties. 

During the War of 1812 and 
the Mexican War, 1845-1848, 
the lack of an organized Military 
Police Corps reflected the 
general ill-preparedness of the 
total Armed Forces of the 
United States to conduct 
military operations. Many 
politicians in Congress were 
wary of a strong military and did 
little to provide for an adequate 
peacetime Army or Navy. In war 
commanders had to marshal 
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citizen militia to maintain a 
sufficient force. Once a battle 
ended and the Army relocated, 
few of t he  mi l i ta  troops 
remained w i t h  it. Facing 
serious shortages of troops and 
e q u i p m e n t ,  c o m m a n d e r s  
focused their resources on 
infantry and artillery tactics 
instead of police matters. 
Article 5 8  of the Army's 
General Regulations issued in 
1820 did outline the duties of 
mil itary police and recom- 
mended tha t  commanding 
officers select personnel of 
superior physical ability and 
intelligence t o  fulf i l l  them. 
However, the article did not 
require that the men assigned 
to be military police receive any 
specific training, and in practice 
t h o s e  c o m m a n d e r s  w h o  

establ ished such a force 
normally assigned the duty on a 
temporary roster basis. 

Nevertheless, in the Mexican 
War, the duties performed by 
modern military police were not 
totally ignored. When General 
Winfield Scott took his army 
i n t o  Cent ra l  Mex ico ,  h e  
proclaimed a code of martial 
law in the occupied areas and 
appointed military governors to 
enforce it. In' Mexico City he 
also organized four hundred 
picket soldiers as a police force 
t o  supplement t h e  nat ive 
establishment. Throughout the 
Mexican War, un i ts  were  
detailed to perform provost- 
type duties. For example, after 
American forces CaDtured 

Santa Fe. New Mexico, the 
Second Missouri Mounted was 
detailed to keep the peace in 
that city. Likewise, in April 
1846, General Zachary Taylor 
assigned the Second Dragoons 
to provide small patrols in and 
around Fort Brown, Texas, to 
prevent the inf i l t rat ion of 
Mexican soldiers into the area. 
After Mexico City was captured, 
the central valley of Mexicowas 
in complete discord. Dragoons 
were used to patrol the area, 
break up fighting, and impose 
military law. The Army also 
utilized a small section of its 
v a r i o u s  u n i t s  t o  c o l l e c t  
stragglers on long marches, to 
patrol camps and towns, to 
enforce regulations, and to 
ensure that ordersfor discipline 
were enforced. 

The Civil War Through the Spanish/American War 

During the Civilwar, national 
necessity paved the way for the 
organization of provost units 
and provost marshals within 
the Federal Army. The initial 
influx of northern soldiers into 
t h e  c i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  
following the bombardment of 
F o r t  S u m t e r  p r o d u c e d  
pandemonium. W i t h  local 
authorities lacking any effective 
m e a n s  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  
discipline, chaos became the 
order of the day. As the 
northern troops moved out of 
Washington and into theSouth. 
so d i d  t h e  law lessness .  
Northern soldiers considered 
southern property fair game for 
the taking. Concerned about 
this problem of disorderly 
p lunder ing ,  Genera l  l r v i n  
McDowell, the Union Army's 
first field commander, directed 
the  commander  of  each 
regiment to select a commis- 
sioned officer as the regimental 
provost marshal. Each provost 
marshal, in turn, was assigned 
ten enlisted men, who would 
serve as a permanent police 
force with the sole dutv of 

protecting civil ian property 
from the marching soldiers. 
Thus  began t h e  gradua l  
extention of the jurisdiction of 
the provost marshal system 
f r o m  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
maintaining law and order 
within the military to also 
include protection for and 
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
population. 

The Battle of BullRun and the 
resulting retreat towashington 
followed on the heels of the 
creation ofthis newly appointed 
p o l i c e  fo rce .  W h i l e  t h e  
disorderly troops from the 
defeated Union army once 
again created pandemonium in 
the city. Major General George 
B. McClellan arrived to take 
.command of the Army of the 
Potomac. Appointed to this post 
on 26 July 1861, McClellan 
w a s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  
immediate safety of the capital 
and the government. To ensure 
that law and order were 
maintained within Washington, 
he assigned a squad of regular 
cavalry and a battery of regular 

artillery to serve as the provost 
guard for the city. On 30 July 
1861, Colonel Andrew Porter, 
16th United States Infantry. 
was appointed as temporary 
Provost Marshal of Washington 
with all regular troops in the 
area being delegated as provost 
guards. Using approximately 
1.000 infantry, a battery of 
artillery. and a squadron of 
c a v a l r y .  C o l o n e l  P o r t e r  
implemented a system of traffic 
control which required all 
officers and men to carry 
passes. Mounted and foot 
patrols were also used to 
enforce a 9 p.m. curfew on al l  
s o l d i e r s .  W i t n e s s i n g  t h e  
subsiding chaos, a British 
journalist noted, "the change 
which had taken place in the 
streets. . . .No drunken 
rabblement of armed men, no 
begging soldiers; instead of 
these were patrols in the 
streets, guards at the corners, 
and a rigid system of passes." 
As the riotous atmosphere of 
the city subsided, another 
problem surfaced. A burden- 
some flow of military personnel 
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citizen militia to maintain a 
sufficient force. Once a battle 
ended and the Army relocated, 
few of the milita troops 
remained with it. Facing 
serious shortages of troops and 
equipment, commanders 
focused their resources on 
infantry and artillery tactics 
instead of police matters. 
Article 58 of the Army's 
General Regulations issued in 
1820 did outline the duties of 
military police and recom­
mended that commanding 
officers select personnel of 
superior physical ability and 
intelligence to fulfill them. 
However, the article did not 
require that the men assigned 
to be military police receive any 
specific training, and in practice 
those commanders who 

established such a force 
normally assigned the duty on a 
temporary roster basis. 

Nevertheless, in the Mexican 
War, the duties performed by 
modern military police were not 
totally ignored. When General 
Winfield Scott took his army 
into Central Mexico, he 
proclaimed a code of martial 
law in the occupied areas and 
appointed military governors to 
enforce it. In' Mexico City he 
also organized four hundred 
picket soldiers as a police force 
to supplement the native 
establishment. Throughout the 
Mexican War, units were 
detailed to perform provost­
type duties. For example, after 
American forces captured 

Santa Fe, New Mexico, the 
Second Missouri Mounted was 
detailed to keep the peace in 
that city. Likewise, in April 
1846, General Zachary Taylor 
aSSigned the Second Dragoons 
to provide small patrols in and 
around Fort 8rown, Texas, to 
prevent the infiltration of 
Mexican soldiers into the area. 
After Mexico City was captured, 
the central valleyofMexicowas 
in complete discord. Dragoons 
were used to patrol the area, 
break up fighting, and impose 
military law. The Army also 
utilized a small section of its 
various units to collect 
stragglers on long marches, to 
patrol camps and towns, to 
enforce regulations, and to 
ensure that orders for discipline 
were enforced. 

The Civil War Through the Spanish/ American War 

During the Civil War, national 
necessity paved the way for the 
organization of provost units 
and provost marshals within 
the Federal Army. The initial 
influx of northern soldiers into 
the city of Washington 
following the bombardment of 
Fort Sumter produced 
pandemonium. With local 
authorities lacking any effective 
means of maintaining 
discipline, chaos became the 
order of the day. As the 
northern troops moved out of 
Washington and into theSouth, 
so did the lawlessness. 
Northern soldiers considered 
southern property fair game for 
the taking. Concerned about 
th is problem of disorderly 
plundering, General Irvin 
McDowell, the Union Army's 
first field commander, directed 
the commander of each 
regiment to select a commis­
sioned officer as the regimental 
provost marshal. Each provost 
marshal, in turn, was assigned 
ten enlisted men, who would 
serve as a permanent police 
force with the sole duty of 

4 

protecting civilian property 
from the marching soldiers. 
Thus began the gradual 
extention of the jurisdiction of 
the provost marshal system 
from responsibility for 
maintaining law and order 
within the military to also 
include protection for and 
control of the civilian 
population. 

The Battle of Bull R un and the 
resulting retreat to Washington 
followed on the heels of the 
creation ofthis newly appointed 
police force. While the 
disorderly troops from the 
defeated Union army once 
again created pandemonium in 
the city, Major General George 
B. McClellan arrived to take 
.command of the Army of the 
Potomac. Appointed to this post 
on 26 July 1861. McClellan 
was charged with the 
immediate safety of the capital 
and the government. To ensure 
that law and order were 
maintained within WaShington, 
he aSSigned a squad of regular 
cavalry and a battery of regular 

artillery to serve as the provost 
guard for the city. On 30 July 
1861. Colonel Andrew Porter, 
16th United States Infantry, 
was appointed as temporary 
Provost Marshal of Washington 
with all regular troops in the 
area being delegated as provost 
guards. Using approximately 
1,000 infantry, a battery of 
artillery, and a squadron of 
cavalry, Colonel Porter 
implemented a system of traffic 
control which required all 
officers and men to carry 
passes. Mounted and foot 
patrols were also used to 
enforce a 9 p.m. curfew on all 
soldiers. Witnessing the 
subsiding chaos, a British 
journalist noted, "the change 
which had taken place in the 
streets. .No drunken 
rabblement of armed men, no 
begging soldiers; instead of 
these were patrols in the 
streets, guards at the corners, 
and a rigid system of passes." 
As the riotous atmosphere of 
the city subsided, another 
problem surfaced. A burden­
some flow of military personnel 
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Office of the Provost Marshal. Aquia Creek, Virginia 

and civilians began moving into 
and out of the city, thereby 
rendering it difficult to control 
subversive elements within the 
area. To alleviate this problem, 
McClellan issued a new order 
which placed greater restric­
tions on the issuance of passes 
and extended restrictions to the 
civilian as well as the military 
population. 

Having restored order to the 
city of Washington, Colonel 
Porter was appointed Provost 
Marshal General of the Army of 
the Potomac. The Second 
United States Cavalry and a 
battalion of the 8th and 17th 
United States Infantry became 
the provost guard under his 
command. After announcing 
Porter's appointment, General 
McClellan instructed his 
division commanders to 

organize a provost guard and to 
appoint an officer as the pro\lost 
marshal for each division. 
Although Porter coordinated 
the operations of the divisional 
provost marshals, the authority 
delegated to them was 
determined by their division 
commander . The duties 
performed by the provost 
guards included the suppres 
sion of marauding and looting 
of private property, the 
preservation of order, the 
prevention of straggling, the 
suppression of gambling 
houses and other establish 
ments disruptive to troop 
discipline, and the supervision 
of hotels, saloons, and places of 
amusement. The provost 
marshals were also responsible 
for the following: making 
searches, seizures, and arrests 

assuming charge of enemy 
deserters and prisoners of war; 
issuing passes to citizens; and 
hearing civilian complaints 
against the military. In the field, 
McClellan expanded his order 
for divisional provost marshals 
and guards to include corps and 
Army units as well. Although 
other Union armies also had 
provosts, they were organized 
on a more informal basis than 
those of the Army of the 
Potomac. 

While serving in the field, 
General McClellan employed 
the provost marshals and 
guards to restore order among a 
mutinous regiment. With 
Special Order #27, McClellan 
directed that the 79th Regiment 
of New York Volunteers return 
to duty. Furthermore, he 
directed that the mutiny's ring 
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Provost Marshal, the Army of 
the Potomac 

leaders be punished and that 
t he  regimental  colors be 
removed. Instructed to fire on 
the troops if necessary, Colonel 
Porter employed a battery of 
artillery. two companies of 
cavalry. and several infantry 
companies to squelch this 
uprising. He placed its ring 
leaders in irons and had the 
remainder of the unit marched 
to the front in Virginia. 

After the Battle of Antietam, 
General Porter was relieved of 
his duties due to sickness. 
Brigadier General Marsena 
Randolph Patrick then assumed 
the post of Provost Marshal of 
the Army of the Potomac. In 
addition to his military police 
duties, he also becamethechief 
of a newly created bureau of 
m i l i t a r y  i n fo rma t ion .  The  
provost marshals in the field 
henceforth procured, pro- 
cessed, and disseminated 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
throughout the army. The 

bureau was responsible for 
providing the Army of the 
P o t o m a c  w i t h  t h e  size, 
disposition, and composition of 
Confederate forces. 

Along with his military police 
and intelligence duties, General 
Patrick also was involved in 
procurement for theArmyofthe 
Potomac. Dur ing  t h e  war  
h u n d r e d s  o f  m e r c h a n t s  
followed the Armyfromcampto 
camp trying to sell tobacco, 
food, clothes, and trinketstothe 
soldiers. The Army also made 
la rge  sca le  purchases  of 
vegetables, meats, and horses 
from local suppliers. It was 
Patrick's job to review al l  
purchases and merchants to 
ensure that top quality products 
were obtained for the lowest 
prices. If a merchant was 
discovered cheating the troops, 
h i s  s e l l e r ' s  p a s s  w a s  
withdrawn. Thus, employing an 
intricate system of passes 
which changed with each new 
commander and new area, 
undesirable merchants, camp 
f o l l o w e r s ,  a n d  c e r t a i n  
newspaper reporters were  
denied access to the main troop 
area. 

The need for a well-trained 
and adequate military police 
force was evident in December, 
1862. during the maneuvering 
around Fredricksburg. Virginia. 
While Confederate troops dug 
into defensive positions south 
of the town. the Union troops 
encamped north of it. The local 
citizens were allotted forty- 
eight hours to relocate before 
the start of the battle. After the 
town was evacuated, the Union 
forces occupied it and waited 
for three days before advancing 
because their supplies and 
ammunition had been stolen 
f rom a depot outside of 
Washington. The nor thern  
commanders could not control 
their men during this delay. 
Union troops poured into the 
town, pilfering goods and 
burning public buildings. To 
maintain order, General Patrick 

had only two cavalry units and 
fou r  i n fan t r y  companies.  
Although many were arrested, 
the town was still plundered by 
thousands of men before the 
Union forces began to march 
against the Southern defensive 
lines. Taking advantage of the 
U n i o n  delay, Confederate 
troops further fortified their 
pos i t i on  a n d  successful ly 
repelled the Northern advance. 
Dur ing  the Un ion  retreat, 
P a t r i c k  f i n a l l y  c l e a r e d  
Fredricksburg of Union troops, 
but the looting left a permanent 
stain on his military career. 

O n  June 28, 1863, General 
George G. Meade assumed 
command of the Army of the 
Potomac and immediately 
issued orders which began the 
Gettysburg campaign. Failing to 
follow normal march proce- 
dures, General Meade did not 
p rov ide  Patr ick wi th t h e  
necessary cavalry squadrons to 
control stragglers during the 
advance.  T h i s  ove rs igh t  
resulted in troops being spread 
throughout the towns along the 
route with manycomponentsof 
the Union Army never reaching 
Pennsylvania. General Patrick 
had to commandeer a force and 
backtrack among chaos and 
confusion to corral all the 
drunks and stragglers who had 
abandoned the march. From 
this ordeal, Meade learned a 
valuable and time-consuming 
lesson in the use of designated 
provost troops. Duringthethree 
days of fighting at Gettysburg. 
the Southern forces delivered 
the heaviest artillery barrage of 
the entire war. As Union 
veterans began breaking rank 
dur ing  it, General Patrick 
organized two provost lines to 
contain all the deserters and 
s t ragg le rs .  Some of t h e  
stragglers, unable to reunite 
with their units, were used to 
escort two thousand Confed- 
erate prisoners to rear-area 
prison camps. 

At the Battle of Gettysburg, 
General Patrick developed 
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leaders be punished and that 
the regimental colors be 
removed. Instructed to fire on 
the troops if necessary, Colonel 
Porter employed a battery of 
artillery, two companies of 
cavalry, and several infantry 
companies to squelch this 
uprising. He placed its ring 
leaders in irons and had the 
remainder of the unit marched 
to the front in Virginia. 

After the Battle of Antietam, 
General Porter was relieved of 
his duties due to sickness. 
Brigadier General Marsena 
Randolph Patrick then assumed 
the post of Provost Marshal of 
the Army of the Potomac. In 
addition to his military police 
duties, he also became the chief 
of a newly created bureau of 
military information. The 
provost marshals in the field 
henceforth procured, pro­
cessed, and disseminated 
intelligence information 
throughout the army. The 
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bureau was responsible for 
providing the Army of the 
Potomac with the size, 
disposition, and composition of 
Confederate forces. 

Along with his military police 
and intelligence duties, General 
Patrick also was involved in 
procurement for the Army of the 
Potomac. During the war 
hundreds of merchants 
followed the Army from camp to 
camp trying to sell tobacco, 
food, clothes, and trinkets tothe 
soldiers. The Army also made 
large scale purchases of 
vegetables, meats, and horses 
from local suppliers. It was 
Patrick's job to review all 
purchases and merchants to 
ensure that top quality products 
were obtained for the lowest 
prices. If a merchant was 
discovered cheating the troops, 
his seller's pass was 
withdrawn. Thus, employing an 
intricate system of passes 
which changed with each new 
commander and new area, 
undesirable merchants, camp 
followers, and certain 
newspaper reporters were 
denied access to the main troop 
area. 

The need for a well-trained 
and adequate military police 
force was evident in December, 
1862, during the maneuvering 
around Fredricksburg, Virginia. 
While Confederate troops dug 
into defensive positions south 
of the town, the Union troops 
encamped north of it. The local 
citizens were allotted forty­
eight hours to relocate before 
the start of the battle. After the 
town was evacuated, the Union 
forces occupied it and waited 
for three days before advancing 
because their supplies and 
ammunition had been stolen 
from a depot outside of 
Washington. The northern 
commanders could not control 
their men during this delay. 
Union troops poured into the 
town. pilfering goods and 
burning public buildings. To 
maintain order, General Patrick 

had only two cavalry units and 
four infantry companies. 
Although many were arrested, 
the town was still plundered by 
thousands of men before the 
Union forces began to march 
against the Southern defensive 
lines. Taking advantage of the 
Union delay, Confederate 
troops further fortified their 
position and successfully 
repelled the Northern advance. 
During the Union retreat, 
Patrick finally cleared 
F redricksburg of Union troops, 
but the looting left a permanent 
stain on his military career. 

On June 28, 1863, General 
George G. Meade assumed 
command of the Army of the 
Potomac and immediately 
issued orders which began the 
Gettysburg campaign. Failingto 
follow normal march proce­
dures, General Meade did not 
provide Patrick with the 
neCessary cavalry squadrons to 
control stragglers during the 
advance. This oversight 
resulted in troops being spread 
throughout the towns along the 
route with many components of 
the Union Army never reaching 
Pennsylvania. General Patrick 
had to commandeer a force and 
backtrack among chaos and 
confusion to corral all the 
drunks and stragglers who had 
abandoned the march. From 
this ordeal, Meade learned a 
valuable and time-consuming 
lesson in the use of designated 
provost troops. During the three 
days of fighting at Gettysburg. 
the Southern forces delivered 
the heaviest artillery barrage of 
the entire war. As Union 
veterans began breaking rank 
during it, General Patrick 
organized two provost lines to 
contain all the deserters and 
stragglers. Some of the 
stragglers, unable to reunite 
with their units, were used to 
escort two thousand Confed­
erate prisoners to rear-area 
prison camps. 

At the Battle of Gettysburg, 
General Patrick developed 



detailed plans for movement of 
prisoners of war. He secured 
rail transportation from the 
battlefield to hospitals and 
prison camps in nearby towns. 
After the three days struggle 
ended, Patrick contracted local 
citizens to bury the dead and 
secure their personal belong- 
ings for the next of kin. 
Attempts also were made by 
Patrick's men to check the 
swarm of citizens and soldiers 
plundering the battlefield, but 
the vast numbers of dead 
strewn across it overwhelmed 
his small force. 

Towards the end of the war, 
U n i o n  t r o o p s  c a p t u r e d  
thousands of Confederate 
prisoners and marched them to 
rear areas under light guard 
provided by the capturing unit. 
The Army's permanent prison 
facilities at Fort Monroe and 
Alexandria lacked adequate 
food and shelter to house them. 
Therefore, General  Patrick 
immediately exchanged or 
released prisoners after major 
conflicts. The only alternativeto 
that policy was to allow them to 
face starvation and dewivation 

The Andersonville Prisoner of War Camp 

w h i l e  a w a i t i n g  unce r ta in  
t ransportat ion to northern 
p r i son  camps.  S ince  no  
s tandards  fo r  p rocess ing  
pr isoners were  developed 
during the war, they had to rely 
solely on the logic, compassion. 
and humanitarianism of the 
capturing commander or local 

Confederate prisoners at Belle Plain, Virginia 

provost marshal  for the i r  
welfare. IntheNorth andSouth, 
prisoner of war camps suffered 
f rom inadequate planning, 
u n t r a i n e d  personne l ,  and  
insufficient resources. 

A s  t h e  U n i o n  A r m i e s  
a d v a n c e d  i n t o  S o u t h e r n  
terr i tory. Confederate c iv i l  
government began to crumble. 
In an attempt to improvise a 
system of government in these 
areas, the Army expanded the 
f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  provos t  
marshals from policing the 
military to policing the occupied 
districts; in effect governing 
them. The provost marshals 
d e c i d e d  w h i c h  S o u t h e r n  
civilians should be taken into 
custody and which should 
remain freetopursuetheirdaily 
t a s k s .  T h e y  w e r e  a l s o  
responsible for distributing 
food, clothing, and other goods 
during periods of scarcity. This 
system was used everywhere 
except in Sherman's military 
division which demonstrated 
more  to le rance  fo r  local  
officials after the cessation of 
h o s t i l i t i e s .  T h e  p r o v o s t  
marshals developed a system of 
loyalty oaths as a means of 
determining the allegiance of 
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detailed plans for movement of 
prisoners of war. He secured 
rail transportation from the 
battlefield to hospitals and 
prison camps in nearby towns. 
After the three days struggle 
ended, Patrick contracted local 
citizens to bury the dead and 
secure their personal belong­
ings for the next of kin. 
Attempts also were made by 
Patrick's men to check the 
swarm of citizens and soldiers 
plundering the battlefield, but 
the vast numbers of dead 
strewn across it overwhelmed 
his small force. 

Towards the end of the war, 
Union troops captured 
thousands of Confederate 
prisoners and marched them to 
rear areas under light guard 
provided by the capturing unit. 
The Army's permanent prison 
facilities at Fort Monroe and 
Alexandria lacked adequate 
food and shelter to house them. 
Therefore, General Patrick 
immediately exchanged or 
released prisoners after major 
conflicts. The only alternative to 
that policy was to allow them to 
face starvation and deprivation 

The Andersonville Prisoner of War Camp 

while awaiting uncertain 
transportation to northern 
prison camps. Since no 
standards for processing 
prisoners were developed 
during the war, they had to rely 
solely on the logic, compassion, 
and humanitarianism of the 
capturing commander or local 

Confederate prisoners at Belle Plain, Virginia 

provost marshal for their 
welfare. In the North andSouth, 
prisoner of war camps suffered 
from inadequate planning, 
untrained personnel, and 
insufficient resources. 

As the Union Armies 
advanced into Southern 
territory, Confederate civil 
government began to crumble. 
In an attempt to improvise a 
system of government in these 
areas, the Army expanded the 
functions of the provost 
marshals from policing the 
military to policing the occupied 
districts; in effect governing 
them. The provost marshals 
decided which Southern 
civilians should be taken into 
custody and which should 
remain free to pursue their daily 
tasks. They were also 
responsible for distributing 
food, clothing, and other goods 
during periods of scarcity. This 
system was used everywhere 
except in Sherman's military 
division which demonstrated 
more tolerance for local 
officials after the cessation of 
hostilities. The provost 
marshals developed a system of 
loya Ily oaths as a mea ns of 
determining the allegiance of 
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Southerners and the degree of 
freedom wh ich  wou ld  be 
allowed to them. In occupied 
territory there was a provost 
marshal commanding each 
distr ict  with a n  assistant 
provost in command of each 
sub-district. They were also 
responsible for the apprehen- 
sion of deserters and the 
prevention of blockade running 
along the seacoast and inland 
waterways. On 13 March 1865. 
General Patrick was appointed 
provost marshal of a l l  armies 
operating against Richmond. 
When the city fell, Patrick took 
over t h e  funct ions of i ts  
government. Al l  newcomers in 
the area were required to take 
theoathof allegiance.Aprovost 
tax of one percent was imposed 
on all imports and exports in the 
district, and all citizens over 
eighteen were required to 
r e g i s t e r  a t  t h e  p r o v o s t  
headquarters. For a time after 
the war ended, military provost 
marshals governed Confed- 
erate states, but theyweresoon 
challenged by groups demand- 
ing the appointment of local 
officials. In 1865. General 
Ulysses S. Grant authorized the 
transfer of most of the functions 
of government from the provost 
marshals to the Freedmen's 
Bureau. 

While a colonel. BG James B. 
Fry served as Provost Marshal 
General o f  the United States 

A l o n g  w i t h  p r o v i d i n g  
discipline and order among the 
t roops  in t h e  f i e ld  a n d  
governing occupied areas of the 
South, the provost marshal 
system was also responsible for 
the procurement of manpower 
through the draft. On 3 March 
1863. Congress establishedthe 
Office of Provost Marshal 
General of the United States 
with the rank of colonel. A 
provost marshal also was 
assigned to each congressional 
district with the rank of captain. 
In compliance with General 
Order #67. Colonel James B. 
Fry was appointed Provost 
Marshal General of the United 
States and held this position for 
the duration of the conflict. Fry 
was charged with overseeing 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  m i l i t a r y  
recruitment and conscription. 
His responsibilities encom- 
passed combatting desertion, 
setting state quotas. distribu- 
ting bounties, and dealing with 
other problems associated with 
conscription. He also helped 
quell draft riots such as those 
which occurred in Boston and 
New York. Wi th  the appoint- 
ment of Colonel Fry, responsi- 
bility for the draft, which had 
been largely a state function, 
p a s s e d  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t .  A s  Provos t  
Marshal General, Fry was 
confronted with the monumen- 
tal task of recruiting 400,000 
men just to bring existing 
regiments up to necessary 
strength. 

D e s e r t i o n  w a s  e q u a l l y  
challenging for the Provost 
Marshal General, as many men 
chose to cross the Missouri 
River and face the Indians 
rather than fight theirsouthern 
cousins. From 1 October 1863 
to 1 October 1864. the provost 
marshals arrested 39,392 
deserters a n d  s t ragg le rs .  
During the war, aproximately 
200,000 men desertedfrom the 
Federal Army. The Provost 
Marshal's Bureau arrested and 
returned about 76,526 of those 

men between March 1863 and 
the end of the war. 

The National Conscription 
Act contained many loopholes 
which promoted dishonesty 
and corruption. Of ten  an 
individual would join a unit in 
one state, collect his bounty. 
desert as soon as practical, and 
rejoin the Army in a different 
state to collect another bounty. 
Since the states organized their 
own regiments, these bounty 
jumpers were hard to detect 
and apprehend. This problem 
led to the creation of a squad of 
Federal detectives organized by 
Colonel LaFayette C. Baker of 
the War Department. These 
detectives, who became the 
nucleus of the United States 
Secret Service, curbed bounty 
jumpers, service brokers. and 
deserters. In some cases, they 
also worked effectively with 
local provost marshals to halt 
theft of government supplies 
and equipment. 

As a result of disparity in the 
impact of the conscription 
program upon men of opposite 
socioeconomic status, many 
w o r k i n g - c l a s s  c i t i z e n s .  
especially in large Northern 
cities, revolted and caused 
massive destruction during 
anti-draft riots. While the war 
raged at Gettysburg, tempers 
flared in New York City. The 
city's poor, who could not buy or 
bribe their way out of the draft, 
took to the streets in revolt. 
What began as a few hundred 
protestors speaking out against 
the war, ended with a mob of 
thousands b u r n i n g  every 
government building in thecity. 
The 8th Indiana Regiment had 
to be brought from Gettysburg 
by Colonel Fry to quell the riot. 
This was the worst but not the 
only anti-war riot during the 
Civil War. It is interesting to 
note that no unit of provost 
marshals or troops serving as 
field military police were ever 
detailed to stop any anti-draft 
demonstrations during this 
period. 
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Southerners and the degree of 
freedom which would be 
allowed to them. In occupied 
territory there was a provost 
marshal commanding each 
district with an assistant 
provost in command of each 
sub-district. They were also 
responsible for the apprehen­
sion of deserters and the 
prevention of blockade running 
along the seacoast and inland 
waterways. On 13 March 1865. 
General Patrick was appointed 
provost marshal of all armies 
operating against Richmond. 
When the city fell. Patrick took 
over the functions of its 
government. All newcomers in 
the area were required to take 
the oath of allegiance. A provost 
tax of one percent was imposed 
on all imports and exports in the 
districl. and ali citizens over 
eighteen were requ ired to 
register at the provost 
headquarters. For a time after 
the war ended. military provost 
marshals governed Confed­
erate states. but they were soon 
challenged by groups demand­
ing the appointment of local 
officials. In 1865. General 
Ulysses S. Grant authorized the 
transfer of most of the functions 
of government from the provost 
marshals to the Freedmen's 
Bureau. 

While a colonel. BG James B. 
Fry served as Provost Marshal 
General of the United States 
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Along with providing 
discipline and order among the 
troops in the field and 
governing occupied areas of the 
South. the provost marshal 
system was also responsible for 
the procurement of manpower 
through the draft. On 3 March 
1863. Congress established the 
Office of Provost Marshal 
General of the United States 
with the rank of colonel. A 
provost marshal also was 
assigned to each congressional 
district with the rank of captain. 
In compliance with General 
Order 1t67. Colonel James B. 
Fry was appointed Provost 
Marshal General of the United 
States and held this position for 
the duration of the confliCt. Fry 
was charged with overseeing 
the administration and 
enforcement of military 
recruitment and conscription. 
His responsibilities encom­
passed combatting desertion. 
setting state quotas. distribu­
ting bounties. and dealing with 
other problems associated with 
conscription. He also helped 
quell draft riots such as those 
which occurred in Boston and 
New York. With the appoint­
ment of Colonel Fry. responsi­
bility for the draft. which had 
been largely a state function. 
passed to the Federal 
government. As Provost 
Marshal General. Fry was 
confronted with the monu men­
tal task of recruiting 400.000 
men just to bring existing 
regiments up to necessary 
strength. 

Desertion was equally 
challenging for the Provost 
Marshal General. as many men 
chose to cross the Missouri 
River and face the Indians 
rather than fight their Southern 
cousins. From 1 October 1863 
to 1 October 1864. the provost 
marshals arrested 39.392 
deserters and stragglers. 
During the war. aproximately 
200.000 men deserted from the 
Federal Army. The Provost 
Marshal's Bureau arrested and 
returned about 76.526 of those 

men between March 1863 and 
the end of the war. 

The National Conscription 
Act contained many loopholes 
wh ich promoted dishonesty 
and corruption. Often an 
individual would join a unit in 
one state. collect his bounty. 
desert as soon as practical. and 
rejoin the Army in a different 
state to collect another bounty. 
Since the states organized their 
own regiments. these bounty 
jumpers were hard to detect 
and apprehend. This problem 
led to the creation of a squad of 
Federal detectives organized by 
Colonel LaFayette C. Baker of 
the War Department. These 
detectives. who became the 
nucleus of the United States 
Secret Service. curbed bounty 
jumpers. service brokers, and 
deserters. I n some cases, they 
also worked effectively with 
local provost marshals to halt 
theft of government supplies 
and equipment. 

As a result of disparity in the 
impact of the conscription 
progra m upon men of oPPosite 
socioeconomic status. many 
working-class citizens. 
especially in large Northern 
cities. revolted and caused 
massive destruction during 
anti-draft riots. While the war 
raged at Gettysburg, tempers 
flared in New York City. The 
city's poor. who could not buy or 
bribe their way out of the draft. 
took to the streets in revolt. 
What began as a few hundred 
protestors speaking out against 
the war, ended with a mob of 
thousands burning every 
government building in the city. 
The 8th Indiana Regiment had 
to be brought from GettySburg 
by Colonel Fry to quell the riot. 
This was the worst but not the 
only anti-war riot during the 
Civil War. It is interesting to 
note that no unit of provost 
marshals or troops serving as 
field military police were ever 
detailed to stop any anti-draft 
demonstrations during this 
period. 



C o l o n e l  F r y  h a d  t w o  
authorized sources of man- 
power to perform military police 
functions: details supplied by 
the commanders of military 
departments and the Invalid 
Corps. Created on 28 April 1863 
by General Order U105, the 
latter was composed of officers 
and enlisted men who were no 
longer fit for frontline service 
but had enlisted for further duty 
or been transferred from field 
units. This corpsconsistedof24 
regiments and 106 separate 
companies. In each of the full 
regiments, a first battalion of six 
companies was utilized for 
g u a r d  d u t y  a n d  as  a n  
emergency reserve. Armed with 
smoothbore muskets instead of 
rifles, they served as provost 
guards in large cities and towns. 
escorts for prisoners of war, 
security guards for railroads, 
and performed all types of 
garrison duty. The second 
battalion, consisting of four 
companies, contained men who 
were more restricted by reason 
of hea l th .  In emergency 
situations, the Invalid Corps 
was called upon to assist in the 
field. In 1864, for example, the 
9th Regiment was detailed to 
field duty during Early's Raid 
near Washington. O n  July 2. 
1864, Major General Jubal 
Early invaded Maryland and 
struct toward Washington, 
brushing aside General Lew 
Wal lace 's  forces on  t h e  
Monocacy River. Unt i l  the 
arrival of the Union Army's VI 
and XIX Corps from Richmond, 
the defense of the Capital was 
left in the hands of the home 
guards. During its existence, 
about sixty thousand men 
served in this Corps. The Invalid 
Corps changed its name to the 
Veterans Reserve Corps in 
1864. and remained an organi- 
zation of the United States 
Army until the end of the war. 

In theFederaIArmytheduties 
of m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  w e r e  
performed by Army provost 
marshals and their guards 

consisting of men detailed from 
the line units unti l the Provost 
M a r s h a l  Depar tmen t  w a s  
c rea ted  i n  M a r c h  1 8 6 3 .  
Originating to meet the need for 
control of undisciplined troops 
in the cities and the field, the 
role of the military police 
gradually expanded to include 
the Conscription Program and 
control of government in the 
occupied Southern states. The 
very nature of the war placed 
the provost marshal system in 
the unique position of serving 
asa bridgeofstabilityduring the 
transition from war to peace in 
the defeated South. By 1866. 
theveterans Reservecorps had 
been disbanded, the Office of 
the Provost Marshal General 
abolished, and military police 
work once again was viewed as 
a temporary duty. 

With the expansion of the 
Army due to the Spanish- 
American War in 1898, the 
m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  c o m m a n d  
function becamegreaterthan at 
any time during the preceding 
thirtv vears. A maior develoo- 

Br igad ie r  Genera l  A r t h u r  
MacArthur as Military Governor 
and Provost Marshal General of 
the walled city of Manila in the 
Phillipines. He was ordered to 
relieve the civil governor and 
"to take possession of the 
office, clerks, and machinery of 
that office." Subsequently. a 
P r o v o s t  G u a r d  B r i g a d e  
composed of troops drawn from 
the  Cavalry. Infantry. and 
Artillery units was established 
to maintain martial law in the 
c i t y  o f  M a n i l a .  Br igad ie r  
General Harry H. Bandholtz 
became chief of this Police 
Brigade. The reports of General 
MacArthur from Manila to the 
War Department referred to the 
men performing police and 
patrol duties as mi l i tary 
police. At the same time, the 
report from the Chief of Police 
enumerated the number of 
arrests made for various 
offenses by "military and native 
police." For the first time, men 
performing police duties in the 
mi l i ta ry  were  referred t o  
specifically as mil i tary police. 

M G  Arthur MacArthur served as Provost Marshal General of 
Manila 
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Colonel Fry had two 
authorized sources of man­
power to perform military police 
functions: details supplied by 
the commanders of military 
departments and the Invalid 
Corps. Created on 28 April 1863 
by General Order #105, the 
latter was composed of officers 
and enlisted men who were no 
longer fit for frontline service 
but had enlisted for further duty 
or been transferred from field 
units. This corps consisted of 24 
regiments and 106 separate 
companies. In each of the full 
regiments, a first battalion of six 
companies was utilized for 
guard duty and as an 
emergency reserve. Armed with 
smoothbore muskets instead of 
rifles, they served as provost 
guards in large cities and towns. 
escorts for prisoners of war. 
security guards for railroads, 
and performed all types of 
garrison duty. The second 
battalion. consisting of four 
companies. contained men who 
were more restricted by reason 
of health. I n emergency 
situations, the Invalid Corps 
was called upon to assist in the 
field. In 1864, for example. the 
9th Regiment was detailed to 
field duty during Early's Raid 
near Washington. On July 2. 
1864. Major General Jubal 
Early invaded Maryland and 
struct toward Washington, 
brushing aside General Lew 
Wallace's forces on the 
Monocacy River. Until the 
arrival of the Union Army's VI 
and XIX Corps from Richmond, 
the defense of the Capital was 
left in the hands of the home 
guards. During its existence, 
about Sixty thousand men 
served in this Corps. The Invalid 
Corps changed its name to the 
Veterans Reserve Corps in 
1864. and remained an organi­
zation of the United States 
Army until the end of the war. 

In the Federal Army the duties 
of military police were 
performed by Army provost 
marshals and their guards 

consisting of men detailed from 
the line units until the Provost 
Marshal Department was 
created in March 1863. 
Originating to meet the need for 
control of undisciplined troops 
in the cities and the field. the 
role of the military police 
gradually expanded to include 
the Conscription Program and 
control of government in the 
occupied Southern states. The 
very nature of the war placed 
the provost marshal system in 
the unique position of serving 
as a bridge of stability during the 
transition from war to peace in 
the defeated South. By 1866. 
the Veterans Reserve Corps had 
been disbanded, the Office of 
the Provost Marshal General 
abolished, and military police 
work once again was viewed as 
a temporary duty. 

With the expansion of the 
Army due to the Spanish­
American War in 1898, the 
military police command 
function became greaterthan at 
any time during the preceding 
thirty years. A major develop­
ment was the appointment of 

Brigadier General Arthur 
MacArthur as Military Governor 
and Provost Marshal General of 
the walled city of Manila in the 
Phillipines. He was ordered to 
relieve the civil governor and 
"to take possession of the 
office. clerks. and machinery of 
that office." Subsequently. a 
Provost Guard Brigade 
composed of troops drawn from 
the Cavalry. Infantry, and 
Artillery units was established 
to maintain martial law in the 
city of Manila. Brigadier 
General Harry H. Bandholtz 
became chief of this Police 
Brigade. The reports of General 
MacArthur from Manila to the 
War Department referred to the 
men performing police and 
patrol duties as military 
police. At the same time, the 
report from the Chief of Police 
enumerated the number of 
arrests made for various 
offenses by "military and native 
police." For the first time, men 
performing police duties in the 
military were referred to 
specifically as military police. 

MG Arthur MacArthur served as Provost Marshal General of 
Manila 
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World War I 

Following the entry of the 
United States into World War I, 
M a j o r  Genera l  Enoch H .  
Crowder was appointed Provost 
Marshal General of the Army. 
His mission was to develop and 
enforce a Selective Service Act. 
General Crowder. also the Staff 
J u d g e  Advocate  General ,  
studied Fry's experience during 
the Civil War in order to avoid 
making the same mistakes. In 
1 9 1 7  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  
successful Selective Service 
System was established, based 
on medical classification and a 
lottery system which satisfied 
America's sense of fair play. It 
involved prominent citizens 
picking at random a section of 
the population to report for 
military duty.Thefairness of the 
system inhibited the develop- 
ment of major opposition to the 
draft, and the United States did 
not see a repetition of the anti- 
draft riots it had experienced 
during the Civil War. 

Marshal General of the Army, 
World War I 

As troops of the American 
Expeditionary Forces began to 
arrive in France, the necessity 
for military police supervision 
and control became apparent. A 
provost marshal was appointed 

to General Pershing's staff as 
advisor on provost marshal and 
military police matters. On 20 
September 191 8 ,  Brigadier 
General Harry Hill Bandholtz 
b e c a m e  P r o v o s t  M a r s h a l  
General  of the American 
Expedit ionary Force. A f te r  
m u c h  s t u d y  a n d  m a n y  
recommendations, the estab- 
lishment of a Military Police 
Corps, for the duration of the 
e m e r g e n c y ,  w a s  f i n a l l y  
approved by the War Depart- 
ment one month before the 
signing of the Armistice. During 
the intervening time. military 
p o l i c e  d u t i e s  h a d  b e e n  
performed by all types of units. 
hastily activated without any 
special supervision or technical 
training. Personnel performing 
these duties were selected on a 
basis of availabilityand physical 
fitness with little regard for 
mental qualifications or general 
suitability. Upon establishment 
of the Military Police Corps. 
measures were taken immedi- 
ately to remedy the serious 
de fec ts :  u n s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  
personnel, lack of training, and 
absence of approved doctrine. 

Drawing on his previous 
experience with the Provost 
Brigade in Manila, General 
B a n d h o l t z  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  i n t o  a 
professional corps. Govern- 
ment Orders #180, #ZOO, and 
#277 fixed the duties and 
responsibilities so that the 
Provost Marshal became the 
true commander of the new 
Corps. The mi l i tary pol ice 
developed their own chain of 
command, leaving the Service 
of Supply troops responsible for 
their own depots. The Military 
Police Service School. the first 
step in developing a profes- 
sional corps, started classes at 
the Caserne Changarnier in 
Autun .  France. Finding a 
suitable staff and faculty proved 
difficult. Since this was the first 

BG Harry H. Bandholtz, Provost 
M a r s h a l  G e n e r a l  of t h e  
American Expeditionary Force 

school of its kind in the United 
States Army, the British sent 
one of their officers to serve as 
its chief instructor. Service of 
Supply and Divisional Military 
P o l i c e  C o m p a n i e s  w e r e  
screened for school candidates 
and possible faculty members. 
Twenty-one enlisted men were 
selected for the first class. After 
their graduation, they became 
the first faculty members of the 
school. The school graduated a 
class of officers and enlisted 
men every two weeks. During 
its brief history, 3,557 enlisted 
students and 465 officers 
graduated. Although another 
210 soldiers attended the 
school, they were transferredto 
other branches as unsuitable 
police candidates. 

Circulation control was the 
first mission assigned to the 
military police by Government 

Following the entry of the 
United States into World War I, 
Major General Enoch H. 
Crowder was appointed Provost 
Marshal General of the Army. 
H is mission was to develop and 
enforce a Selective Service Act. 
General Crowder, also the Staff 
Judge Advocate General, 
studied Fry's experience during 
the Civil War in order to avoid 
making the same mistakes. In 
1917 the nation's first 
successful Selective Service 
System was established, based 
on medical classification and a 
lottery system which satisfied 
America's sense of fair play. It 
involved prominent citizens 
picking at random a section of 
the population to report for 
military duty. Thefairness of the 
system inhibited the develop­
ment of major opposition to the 
draft, and the United States did 
not see a repetition of the anti­
draft riots it had experienced 
during the Civil War. 

Marshal General of the Army, 
World War I 

As troops of the American 
Expeditionary Forces began to 
arrive in France, the necessity 
for military police supervision 
and control became apparent. A 
provost marshal was appointed 

World War I 

to General Pershing's staff as 
advisor on provost marshal and 
military police matters. On 20 
September 1918, Brigadier 
General Harry Hill Bandholtz 
became Provost Marshal 
General of the American 
Expeditionary Force. After 
much study and many 
recommendations, the estab­
lishment of a Military Police 
Corps, for the duration of the 
emergency, was finally 
approved by the War Depart­
ment one month before the 
signing of the Armistice. During 
the intervening time, military 
police duties had been 
performed by all types of units, 
hastily activated without any 
special supervision or technical 
training. Personnel performing 
these duties were selected on a 
basis of availability and physical 
fitness with little regard for 
mental qualifications orgeneral 
suitability. Upon establishment 
of the Military Police Corps, 
measures were taken immedi­
ately to remedy the serious 
defects: unsuitability of 
personnel, lack of training, and 
absence of approved doctrine. 

Drawing on his previous 
experience with the Provost 
Brigade in Manila, General 
Bandholtz organized the 
military police into a 
professional corps. Govern­
ment Orders #180, #200, and 
#217 fixed the duties and 
responsibilities so that the 
Provost Marshal became the 
true commander of the new 
Corps. The military police 
developed their own chain of 
command, leaving the Service 
of Supply troops responsible for 
their own depots. The Military 
Police Service School, the first 
step in developing a profes­
sional corps, started classes at 
the Caserne Changarnier in 
Autun, France. Finding a 
suitable staff and faculty proved 
difficult. Since this was the first 
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BG Harry H. Bandholtz, Provost 
Marshal General of the 
American Expeditionary Force 

school of its kind in the United 
States Army, the British sent 
one of their officers to serve as 
its chief instructor. Service of 
Supply and Divisional Military 
Police Companies were 
screened for school candidates 
and possible faculty members. 
Twenty-one enlisted men were 
selected for the first class. After 
their graduation, they became 
the first faculty members of the 
school. The school graduated a 
class of officers and enlisted 
men every two weeks. During 
its brief history, 3,557 enlisted 
students and 465 officers 
graduated. Although another 
210 soldiers attended the 
school, they were transferred to 
other branches as unsuitable 
police candidates. 

Circulation control was the 
first mission assigned to the 
military police by Government 



Order #23, issued in August 
191 7. The object of circulation 
c o n t r o l  w a s  t o  p r e v e n t  
unauthorized individuals from 
entering the zonesof operations 
which had been devised by the 
French. Military police checked 
all personnel traveling in leave 
areas, major cities, and at 
examining points in the rear 
Army areas. Government Order 
#63 specified the types of 
passes, authority for issue, 
c o n t r o l  p rocedures ,  a n d  
enforcement techniques. I n  
July 1918 it became apparent 
thatthe existing detachmentsof 
one officer and one enlisted 
man could not check and 
maintain circulation control in 
major cities. Two sections were 
organized t o  hand le  t h e  
increasing workload: a permit 
section and an absent without 
leave apprehension section. 
The permit section issued 
passes, maintained all circu- 
lation papers, informed the 
commander on a l l  orders 
involving circulation control, 
and was responsible for area 
and zone maps. The absent 
without leave section had one 
officer and five clerks to main- 
tain records for all absentees 
and deserters as well as lost or 
stolen property of high value. 

O r g a n i z i n g  a C r i m i n a l  
Investigation Division proved 
diff icult due to a lack of 
experienced personnel. I ts 
mission, defined in May 1918, 
was to establish a detective 
squad similar to that found in 
any city police department. 
Using people with civil ian 
exper ience as detectives, 
inspectors, special agents, 
l a w y e r s ,  o r  n e w s p a p e r  
r e p o r t e r s ,  a r e a  p r o v o s t  
marshals selected and trained 
all investigative personnel. 
Init ial ly, due to the vast 
geograph ica l  l o c a t i o n  o f  
operatives, it was impossible to 
t r a i n  or superv i se  t h e i r  
investigative efforts. During the 
reorganization of the Military 
Police CorDs in 1918, the 

Criminal Investigation Section 
w a s  a lso  changed.  E igh t  
companies with five officers 
and one hundred enlisted men 
in each were formed, resulting 
in stronger central control. 
Operatives, or agents, were 
authorized t o  wear civil ian 
clothes and spend public money 
to procure informat ion or 
evidence. They were furnished 
special passes which allowed 
them access to any area or 
activity. From 12 December 
1918 to 12 April 1919, the 
Criminal Investigation Division 
handled 4.500 cases, of which 
only 500 were forwarded to the 
Rents, Requisition, and Claims 
Service for resolution. Prior to 

A military policeman, World 
War I 

trials or shipment to the United 
States seven area photography 
sections handled fingerprints, 
photographs, and records of all 
criminals. During investigations 
of b lackmarke t  ac t i v i t ies ,  
v a r i o u s  m o b s t e r s  w e r e  
apprehended that had previous- 
ly escaped New York, Chicago, 
or Washington Police Depart- 
m e n t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
blackmarket activities, the CID 
investigated fraudulent passes 
sold in troop areas, worthless 
check cashing operations in a l l  
major foreign cities, mail thefts, 
and the theft or retail sales of 
government  supp l ies  a n d  
equipment. Probably the CID's 
m o s t  s p e c t a c u l a r  a r r e s t  
occurred i n  January 1919. Nine 
soldiers, absent without leave 
in  Paris, were  terror iz ing 
citizens with robberies, rapes, 
and assaults. Army criminal 
investigators finally located 
their headquarters. After a 
fur ious shootout with the  
criminals, the investigators 
recovered la rge  s u m s  of 
currency. numerous automatic 
weapons, officer uniforms from 
several armies, army equip- 
ment ,  and  a R e d  Cross 
ambulance filled wi th items 
recently stolen from a railroad 
baggage room. The  gang 
m e m b e r s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
c o n f e s s e d  t o  t h i r t y - t w o  
felonious crimes. As a result of 
these incidents, the investiga- 
tions division gained the respect 
and trust of all ied police 
organizations. 

During World War I, massive 
numbers of prisoners of war 
presented a new problem for 
the United States Army. In 
previous wars, prisoners had 
b e e n  kep t  f o r  e x c h a n g e  
purposes  only,  and  l i t t l e  
attention had been paid to 
temporary field confinement. In 
January1918,astudyofFrench 
and  Eng l i sh  con f inemen t  
methods was initiated. Little 
was accomplished unti l June 
1918, when the first United 
Sta tes  t roops  i n  combat 

Order #23, issued in August 
1917. The object of circulation 
control was to prevent 
unauthorized individuals from 
entering the zones of operations 
which had been devised by the 
French. Military police checked 
all personnel traveling in leave 
areas, major cities, and at 
examining points in the rear 
Army areas. Government Order 
#63 specified the types of 
passes, authority for issue, 
control procedures, and 
enforcement techniques. In 
July 1918 it became apparent 
that the existing detachments of 
one officer and one enlisted 
man could not check and 
maintain circulation control in 
major cities. Two sections were 
organized to handle the 
increasing workload: a permit 
section and an absent without 
leave apprehension section. 
The permit section issued 
passes, maintained all circu­
lation papers, informed the 
commander on all orders 
involving circulation control, 
and was responsible for area 
and zone maps. The absent 
without leave section had one 
officer and five clerks to main­
tain records for all absentees 
and deserters as well as lost or 
stolen property of high value. 

Organizing a Criminal 
Investigation Division proved 
difficult due to a lack of 
experienced personnel. Its 
mission, defined in May 1918, 
was to establish a detective 
squad similar to that found in 
any city police department. 
Using people with civilian 
experience as detectives, 
inspectors, special agents, 
lawyers, or newspaper 
reporters, area provost 
marshals selected and trained 
all investigative personnel. 
Initially, due to the vast 
geographical location of 
operatives, it was impossible to 
train or supervise their 
investigative efforts. During the 
reorganization of the Military 
Police Corps in 1918, the 

Criminal Investigation Section 
was also changed. Eight 
companies with five officers 
and one hundred enlisted men 
in each were formed, resulting 
in stronger central control. 
Operatives, or agents, were 
authorized to wear civilian 
clothes and spend public money 
to procure information or 
evidence. They were furnished 
special passes which allowed 
them access to any area or 
activity. From 12 December 
1918 to 12 April 1919, the 
Criminal Investigation Division 
handled 4,500 cases, of which 
only 500 were forwarded to the 
Rents, Requisition, and Claims 
Service for resolution. Prior to 

A military policeman, World 
War I 

trials or shipment to the United 
States seven area photography 
sections handled fingerprints, 
photographs, and records of all 
criminals. During investigations 
of blackmarket activities, 
various mobsters were 
apprehended that had previous­
ly escaped New York, Chicago, 
or Washington Police Depart­
ments. In addition to 
blackmarket activities, the CID 
investigated fraudulent passes 
sold in troop areas, worthless 
check cashing operations in all 
major foreign cities, mail thefts, 
and the theft or retail sales of 
government supplies and 
equipment. Probably the CID's 
most spectacular arrest 
occurred in January 1919. Nine 
soldiers, absent without leave 
in Paris, were terrorizing 
citizens with robberies, rapes, 
and assaults. Army criminal 
investigators finally located 
their headquarters. After a 
furious shootout with the 
criminals, the investigators 
recovered large sums of 
currency. numerous automatic 
weapons, officer uniforms from 
several armies, army equip­
ment, and a Red Cross 
ambulance filled with items 
recently stolen from a railroad 
baggage room. The gang 
members subsequently 
confessed to thirty-two 
felonious crimes. As a result of 
these incidents, the investiga­
tions division gained the respect 
and trust of allied police 
organizations. 

During World War I, massive 
numbers of prisoners of war 
presented a new problem for 
the United States Army. In 
previous wars, prisoners had 
been kept for exchange 
purposes only, and little 
attention had been paid to 
temporary field confinement. In 
January 1918, a study of French 
and English confinement 
methods was initiated. Little 
was accomplished until June 
1918, when the first United 
States troops in combat 
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captured 255 Germans at 
Cantigny. By prior agreement 
with the French Army, the 
Americans would process and 
confine all prisoners captured 
by  U n i t e d  Sta tes  fo rces .  
Expedient field measures were 
immediately adopted. The first 
compounds were barbed wire 
enclosures with tents which 
i n c l u d e d  l i m i t e d  k i t c h e n  
fac i l i t i es ,  poor san i ta t i on  
facilities, and first aid stations 
manned by captured German 
medics. Prisoners also faced 
inadequate clothing, bedding, 
and  food supplies. Seven 
prisoner of war compounds 
were organized, mainly using 
old stockades and  French 
castles. During the ten month 
period in which American 
troops processed prisoners of 
war, Escort Guard Companie 
handled 48,280 prisoners. 

12 

Government Order #31. 
dated 30 May 191 8, stated that 
the G-1 was responsible for 
disposition of a l l  prisoners of 
war, while the Provost Marshal 
General was responsible for 
their charge and custody. To 
complete this awesome task, 
the establishment of Escort 
G u a r d  C o m p a n i e s  w a s  
necessary. These companies 
were responsible for transport- 
ing al l  prisoners from the 
division cages to the central 
prisoner of war enclosure at 
Saint Pierre de Corps. Officers 
and guards for the division 
cages were provided by the 
d i v i s i o n  c o m m a n d e r  a s  
required. Personnel for the 
Escort Guard Companies were 
Class C soldiers, unfit for 
combat due to physical or 
emot ional  disabi l i t ies. The 
officers were detailed from the 

Service of Supply Companies 
for temporary duty in prisoner 
compounds. Without trained 
men or an organized plan, the 
success of the entire system 
depended on the initiative and 
logic of the assigned personnel. 
Fortunately, the Germans were 
well disciplined soldiers, easily 
controlled by their own non- 
commissioned officers, and 
wil l ing to accept American 
living and working conditions. 
The total operation relied on 
luck and the ingenuity of the 
Amer i can  soldiers.  Escort  
Guard Companies normally 
consisted of three officers and 
one hundred enlisted men. 
However ,  m a n y  e n l i s t e d  
personne l  w e r e  t rave l ing  
between division cages and 
area stockades, leaving few 
men actually guarding the 
prisoners. To facilitate order 
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captured 255 Germans at 
Cantigny. By prior agreement 
with the French Army, the 
Americans would process and 
confine all prisoners captured 
by United States forces . 
Expedient field measures were 
immediately adopted. The first 
compounds were barbed wire 
enclosures with tents which 
included limited kitchen 
facilities, poor sanitation 
facilities, and first aid stations 
manned by captured German 
medics. Prisoners also faced 
inadequate clothing, bedding, 
and food suppl ies . Seven 
pr isoner of war compounds 
were organized, mainly using 
old stockades and French 
castles. During the ten month 
period in which American 
troops processed prisoners of 
war, Escort Guard Compani", 
handled 48,280 prisoners. 

12 

Government Order 1131, 
dated 30 May' 9' 8 , stated that 
the G· ' was responsible for 
dispOSition of all prisoners of 
war, while the Provost Marshal 
General was responsible for 
their charge and custody . To 
complete this awesome task, 
the establishment of Escort 
Guard Companies was 
necessary. These companies 
were responsible for transport· 
ing all prisoners from the 
division cages to the central 
prisoner of war enclosure at 
Saint Pierre de Corps. Officers 
and guards for the div ision 
cages were provided by the 
division commander as 
required. Personnel for the 
Escort Guard Compan ies were 
Class C soldiers, unfit for 
combat due to phySical or 
emot ional disabilities. The 
officers were detailed from the 

Service of Supply Compan ies 
for temporary duty in pr isoner 
compounds. Without trained 
men or an organized plan, the 
success of the entire system 
depended on the initiative and 
logic of the assigned personnel. 
Fortunately, the Germans were 
well disciplined soldiers, easily 
controlled by their own non· 
commissioned officers, and 
willing to accept American 
living and working conditions. 
The total operation relied on 
luck and the ingenuity of the 
American soldiers. Escort 
Guard Companies normally 
consisted of three officers and 
one hundred enlisted men. 
However, many enlisted 
personnel were traveling 
between division cages and 
area stockades, leaving few 
men actually guarding the 
prisoners. To facilitate order 



and discipline the prisoners 
were organized into prisoner of 
war labor companies consisting 
of four hundred laborers and a 
fifty-man overhead contingent 
( c l e r k s .  cooks ,  h o s p i t a l  
orderlies, supply sergeants, 
tailors, shoemakers, and inter- 
preters). Every effort was made 
to collect the same type of 
laborers in each company. Each 
prisoner worked nine hours a 
day, six days a week. 

Evaluation and documenta- 
tion of military police functions 
in the theater of operations 
were imperative to the future 
survival of the corps. To 
accomplish this task, General 
Banholtz ordered all division 
commanders to submit a report 
concerning mi l i tary pol ice 

activities in their area, giving 
the strengths and weaknesses 
of their assigned military police 
company. Despite the obvious 
weakness resulting from a lack 
of formal t ra in ing  and a 
shortage of military police 
personnel, most commanders 
were unanimous in their praise 
of the military police. Especially 
noteworthy were the repeated 
comments on their determina- 
tion. devotion to duty, and 
ingenuity in accomplishing 
their mission. Acts of individual 
heroism abounded among 
them, and numerous citations 
were  awarded to mi l i ta ry  
policemen. 

The 1s t  Division Mil i tary 
Police operated in the Argonne 
Woods controlling access to the 

f ron t .  Dur ing  the German 
advance in that area in 1918 
many crossroads and towns 
were heavily bombarded by 
their artillery. but the military 
police swiftly directed three 
divisions Into the battle area 
with no casualties. Often the 
enemy artillery was fired at 
regular intervals, a l lowing 
military police to move the 
majority of truck traffic through 
towns during periods of calm 
and to halt traffic before heavy 
shelling resumed. 

Prior to the Aisne-Marne 
offensive in July. 1918, units 
speeding to the front created a 
huge traffic snarl. The situation 
worsened as heavy rains halted 
trucks in mud and mire. The 
traffic problem was intensified 
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and discipline the prisoners 
were organized into prisoner of 
war labor companies consisting 
of four hundred laborers and a 
fifty-man overhead contingent 
(clerks, cooks, hospital 
orderlies, supply sergeants, 
tailors, shoemakers, and inter­
preters). Every effort was made 
to collect the same type of 
laborers in each company. Each 
prisoner worked nine hours a 
day, six days a week. 

Evaluation and documenta­
tion of military police functions 
in the theater of operations 
were imperative to the future 
survival of the corps. To 
accomplish this task, General 
Banholtz ordered all division 
commanders to submit a report 
concerning military police 

activities in their area, giving 
the strengths and weaknesses 
of their assigned military police 
company. Despite the obvious 
weakness resulting from a lack 
of formal training and a 
shortage of military police 
personnel, most commanders 
were unanimous in their praise 
of the military police. Especially 
noteworthy were the repeated 
comments on their determina­
tion, devotion to duty, and 
ingenuity in accomplishing 
their mission. Acts of individual 
heroism abounded among 
them, and numerous citations 
were awarded to military 
policemen. 

The 1 st Divis·ron M"rIitary 
Police operated in the Argonne 
Woods controlling access to the 

front. During the German 
advance in that area in 1918 
many crossroads and towns 
were heavily bombarded by 
their artillery, but the military 
police SWiftly directed three 
divisions Into the battle area 
with no casualties. Often the 
enemy artillery was fired at 
regular intervals, allowing 
military police to move the 
majority of truck traffic through 
towns during periods of calm 
and to halt traffic before heavy 
shelling resumed. 

Prior to the Aisne-Marne 
offensive in July, 1918, units 
speeding to the front created a 
huge traffic snarl. The situation 
worsened as heavy rains halted 
trucks in mud and mire. The 
traffic problem was intensified 

Escort Guard Companies escorted prisoners from division to a central prisoner of war enclosure 
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by the failure to provide the 2d  
D i v i s i o n  M i l i t a r y  P o l i c e  
Company with an earlywarning 
of the advance, a lack of 
r e c o n n a i s s a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  
absence of a specific order of 
march. Upon the arrival of the 
2d  Division Military Police, 
alternate routes were explored. 
Military vehicles and artillery 
pieces which could not be 
moved wereoverturned toal low 
continuous traffic f low to the 
front. Empty trucks returning 
were halted and parked in safe 
areas away from the main road. 
Infantry troops were comman- 
deered by the military police to 
aid in road repairs. It took 
several hours of strenuous work 
just to clear the main road. At 
crossroad traffic points military 
pol ice wen t  several days 
without sleep while keeping 
traffic moving swiftly along 
proper routes. 

During the German offensive 
in July. 1918, the 3 d  Division 
Mi l i ta ry  Police were  busy 
controlling stragglers from the 
rapidly moving division. The 
subsequent counter-offensive 
of the 3d Division encountered 
heavy enemy artillery fire and 
gas attacks, causing many 
soldiers to stop advancing or to 
bolt towards the rear. The 
military police held the line 
despite their own losses, twelve 
killed and thirteen wounded. 
Other duties included proces- 
sing and guarding prisoners of 
war, controlling traffic in order 
to speed supplies to the front 
and wounded to the rear, and 
ass is t ing  a id  s ta t i ons  by  
escorting stragglers to the front 
lines. 

After action testimonialsfrom 
twelve divisional commanders 
compl imented the  mi l i tary 
police for their professionalism 
in controlling traffic, controlling 
stragglers ( a n  increasingly 
difficult task during chemical 
attacks), handling prisoners, 
speeding wounded from .front 

aid stations to the rear, and 
enforcing laws and regulations 
which prohibited American 
t roops  f r o m  loo t i ng  and  
plundering captured cities. The 
4th Division Commander was 
amazed that his military police 
company did not have any 
absentees even though its men 
went without sleep and proper 
food for days, due to personnel 
shortages and transportation 
problems. Thus, the military 
police had successfully solved a 
myriad of unusual problems 
which had demanded quick 
thinking, stern control, and 
positive action. 

As open conflict ended, the 
military police were utilized in 
dispersing prisoners of war and 
maintaining martial law in 
conquered Germany. A t  the 
beginning of World War I, the 
provost marshal had been 
assigned eleven men for 
research and development. As 
the duties of the Provost 
Marshal General expanded, 
manpower allocations were 
increased. One thousand, one 
hundred and sixty-one officers 
and 30,466 enlisted men were 
serving as military policemen at 
the height of the war. These 
men were assigned throughout 
Europe in 146 different military 
police companies (8 criminal 
investigation, 5.0 divisional, and 
88  general support sections in 
cities and towns). 

In Apri l  1919, Brigadier 
General Bandholtz submitted a 
report to the War Department 
w h i c h  e n u m e r a t e d  t h e  
shortcomings of the Military 
Police Corps and the Provost 
Marshal General's Department. 
The remedy for the existing 
situation was, inhiswords,the: 

Maintenance of a specially 
organized Mil i tary Police 
Corps, in our peacetime 
military establishment, with 
units that may be actively 
engaged in military police 
duties, particularly during 

maneuvers and field training, 
whose personnel shall be 
carefully selected and highly 
trained, having such Esprit 
de Corps and intelligent 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
functions as will enable the 
individual military police to 
perform his often delicate 
duties with assurance and 
certainty. yet withoutoffense 
or embarrassment. Then in 
case of war we  will have the 
nucleus to supply instructors 
foc the needed expansion, 
and trained units to be the 
first troops to report at any 
training area. 

A l though General Band- 
holtz's proposed permanent 
Mi l i ta ry  Police Corps was 
rejected by Congress, progress 
was achieved through the 
National Defense Act of 1920. 
This act provided for the 
organization of Army Reserve 
Mi l i ta ry  Police uni ts and 
resulted in the first reserve 
military police officers being 
commissioned in 1921. A 
d i r e c t i v e  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  
organization and function of the 
Military Police Corps in the 
event of mobilization was 
issued in July 1924. Each 
division was ordered to appoint 
an acting provost marshal in 
case of activation. However, 
these positions were either 
figureheads or additional duties 
for an officer already on the 
division's staff. The next 
s i g n i f i c a n t  event ,  in t h e  
evolut ion of a permanent 
Military Police Corps occurred 
in 1937. At that time, the War 
Department published Basic 
Field ManuallX. Military Police. 
providing for the organization of 
a Provost Marshal General 
Department. The outbreak of 
war in Europe in 1939 brought 
about change in exist ing 
regulations, and a Mil i tary 
Po l i ce  Corps  w a s  a g a i n  
projected in the event of a future 
national emergency. 
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by the failure to provide the 2d 
Division Military Police 
Company with an early warning 
of the advance, a lack of 
reconnaissance, and the 
absence of a specific order of 
march. Upon the arrival of the 
2d Division Military Police, 
alternate routes were explored. 
Military vehicles and artillery 
pieces which could not be 
moved were overturned to allow 
continuous traffic flow to the 
front. Empty trucks returning 
were halted and parked in safe 
areas away from the main road. 
Infantry troops were comman­
deered by the military police to 
aid in road repairs. It took 
several hours of strenuous work 
just to clear the main road. At 
crossroad traffic points military 
police went several days 
without sleep while keeping 
traffic moving swiftly along 
proper routes. 

During the German offensive 
in July, 1918, the 3d Division 
Military Police were busy 
controlling stragglers from the 
rapidly moving division. The 
subsequent counter-offensive 
of the 3d Division encountered 
heavy enemy artillery fire and 
gas attacks, causing many 
soldiers to stop advancing or to 
bolt towards the rear. The 
military police held the line 
despite their own losses, twelve 
killed and thirteen wounded. 
Other duties included proces­
sing and guarding prisoners of 
war, controlling traffic in order 
to speed supplies to the front 
and wounded to the rear, and 
assisting aid stations by 
escorting stragglers to the front 
lines. 

After action testimonials from 
twelve divisional commanders 
complimented the military 
police for their professionalism 
in controlling traffic, controlling 
stragglers (an increasingly 
difficult task during chemical 
attacks), handling prisoners, 
speeding wounded from front 
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aid stations to the rear, and 
enforcing laws and regulations 
which prohibited American 
troops from looting and 
plundering captured cities. The 
4th Division Commander was 
amazed that his military police 
company did not have any 
absentees even though its men 
went without sleep and proper 
food for days, due to personnel 
shortages and transportation 
problems. Thus, the military 
police had successfully solved a 
myriad of unusual problems 
which had demanded quick 
thinking, stern control, and 
positive action. 

As open conflict ended, the 
military police were utilized in 
dispersing prisoners of war and 
maintaining martial law in 
conquered Germany. At the 
beginning of World War I, the 
provost marshal had been 
assigned eleven men for 
research and development. As 
the duties of the Provost 
Marshal General expanded, 
manpower allocations were 
increased. One thousand, one 
hundred and sixty-one officers 
and 30.466 enlisted men were 
serving as military policemen at 
the height of the war. These 
men were assigned throughout 
Europe in 146 different military 
police companies (8 criminal 
investigation, 5.0 divisional. and 
88 general sup'port sections in 
cities and towns). 

In April 1919, Brigadier 
General Bandholtz submitted a 
report to the War Department 
which enumerated the 
shortcomings of the Military 
Police Corps and the Provost 
Marshal General's Department. 
The remedy for the existing 
situation was, in his words, the: 

Maintenance of a specially 
organized Military Police 
Corps, in our peacetime 
military establishment, with 
units that may be actively 
engaged in military police 
duties, particularly during 

maneuvers and field training, 
whose personnel shall be 
carefully selected and highly 
trained, having such Esprit 
de Corps and intelligent 
appreciation of their 
functions as will enable the 
individual military police to 
perform his often delicate 
duties with aSsurance and 
certainty, yet without offense 
or embarrassment. Then in 
case of war we will have the 
nucleus to supply instructors 
for the needed expansion, 
and trained units to be the 
first troops to report at any 
training area. 

Although General Band­
holtz's proposed permanent 
Military Police Corps was 
rejected by Congress, progress 
was achieved through the 
National Defense Act of 1920. 
This act provided for the 
organization of Army Reserve 
Military Police units and 
resulted in the first reserve 
military police officers being 
commissioned in 1921. A 
directive outlining the 
organization and function olthe 
Military Police Corps in the 
event of mobilization was 
issued in July 1924. Each 
division was ordered to appoint 
an acting provost marshal in 
case of activation. However, 
these positions were either 
figureheads or additional duties 
for an officer already on the 
division's staff. The next 
significant event. in the 
evol ution of a permanent 
Military Police Corps occurred 
in 1937. At that time, the War 
Department published Basic 
Field Manual/X, Military Police, 
providing for the organization of 
a Provost Marshal General 
Department. The outbreak of 
war in Europe in 1939 brought 
about change in existing 
regulations, and a Military 
Police Corps was again 
projected in the event of a future 
national emergency. 
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Military police in Hawaii. 1935 

World War II 

The rapid buildup of the 
United States Army during 
World War II highlighted the 
need for an organized Military 
Police Corps. Major General 
Allen W. Gullion, the Adjutant 
General of the Army, was 
appointed ac t ing  Provost 
Marshal of theArmyon31 July 
1 9 4 1 .  H e  co l lec ted  data 
concerning members of the 
Army currently to serve as 
mi l i tary pol ice. Corps and 
d i v i s i o n s  h a d  a s s i g n e d  
p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  e x i s t i n g  
branches serving as military 
police, and the Department of 
the Army did not know the exact 
number of men habitually used 
in law enforcement duties. 
Aside from the initial manpower 
organizational efforts, General 
Gullion also planned for the 
primary mission of military 
police: control of enemy aliens 
and internment of foreigners 
residing in the United States. A 
central operating author i ty 
higher than Corps level was 
necessary to meet that mission. 

Thesecretary ofWar responded 
with the establishment of a 
permanent Mi l i ta ry  Police 
Corps on 26 September 1941 
This date is the official birthday 
of the Military Police Corps. It 
marks the turning point in the 
corps’ history from a transitory 
branch of the Army to a 
permanent combat service 
support element operating 
during war and peace. The 
initial members of the Corps 
were chosen as a result of their 
current assignment as military 
police at Army installations. 

Three battalions and four 
separate companies of military 
police were formed immediately 
from existing assets. These 
units consisted of approxi- 
mately 2,000 persons. During 
the course of the conflict the 
Military Police Corps grew to a 
strength of over 200,000 
enlisted and 9,250 officers. Five 
different tables of organization, 
developed by the Infantry, were 
initially used by military police 

battalions. After the addition of 
the Military Police Board in 
January  1942,  n ine  n e w  
organizational tables were  
created along with major 
revisions to the other five. By 
February 1942,  seventeen 
battalions had been activated 
under these tables. The types of 
companies available for service 
by the end of the year were 
grouped according to major 
functions: Zone of Interior 
Guards, Escort Guard, Post- 
Camp and Station, Prisoner of 
War and Processing, Aviation 
Military Police Organizations, 
and Criminal  Investigation 
Detachments. 

As a result of the massive 
influx of personnel, a Military 
Police Service School was 
established at the Arlington 
Cantonment in Virginia. The 
school relocated several times 
prior to the end of the decade. It 
was the beginning of the 
creation of a highly professional 
Military Police Corps. Many of 
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Military police in Hawaii, 1935 

The rapid buildup of the 
United States Army during 
World War II highlighted the 
need for an organized Military 
Police Corps. Major General 
Allen W. Gullion, the Adjutant 
General of the Army, was 
appointed acting Provost 
Marshal of the Army on 31 July 
1941. He collected data 
concerning members of the 
Army currently to serve as 
military police. Corps and 
divisions had assigned 
personnel from existing 
branches serving as military 
police, and the Department of 
the Army did not know the exact 
number of men habitually used 
in law enforcement duties. 
Aside from the initial manpower 
organizational efforts, General 
Gullion also planned for the 
primary mission of military 
police: control of enemy aliens 
and internment of foreigners 
residing in the United States. A 
central operating authority 
higher than Corps level was 
necessary to meet that mission. 

World War II 

The Secretary of War responded 
with the establishment of a 
permanent Military Police 
Corps on 26 September 1941. 
This date is the official birthday 
of the Military Police Corps. It 
marks the turning point in the 
corps' history from a transitory 
branch of the Army to a 
perma nent combat service 
support element operating 
during war and peace. The 
initial members of the Corps 
were chosen as a result of their 
current assignment as military 
police at Army installations. 

Three battalions and four 
separate companies of military 
police were formed immediately 
from existing assets. These 
units consisted of approxi­
mately 2,000 persons. During 
the course of the conflict the 
Military Police Corps grew to a 
strength of over 200,000 
enlisted and 9,250 officers. Five 
different tables of organization, 
developed by the Infantry, were 
initially used by military police 

battalions. After the addition of 
the Military Police Board in 
January 1942, nine new 
organizational tables were 
created along with major 
revisions to the other five. By 
February 1942, seventeen 
battalions had been activated 
under these tables. The types of 
companies available for service 
by the end of the year were 
grouped according to major 
functions: Zone of Interior 
Guards, Escort Guard, Post­
Camp and Station, Prisoner of 
War and Processing, Aviation 
Military Police Organizations, 
and Criminal Investigation 
Detachments. 

As a result of the massive 
influx of personnel, a Military 
Police Service School was 
established at the Arlington 
Cantonment in Virginia. The 
school relocated several times 
prior to the end of the decade. It 
was the beginning of the 
creation of a highly professional 
Military Police Corps. Many of 
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the subjects taught at the 
school were similar to those 
which had been taught at  the 
World War I service school at 
Autun. France. However, the 
initial emphasis of the World 
War II Corps was on internal 
secur i ty  a n d  in te l l i gence  
functions, altering the focus of 
the school. As in the previous 
war, the Military Police Corps 
expanded rapidly. By the end of 
1945, about 150 battalions and 
900 other military police units 
had been activated. 

The United States fought the 
war on two widely separated 
fronts. One product of the 
divergence between them was 
that the operation of the military 
police in the two  Theater 
Armies differed dramatically. In 
the Pacific, each military police 
unit was assigned a specific 
func t ion ,  resu l t i ng  i n  a n  
overlapping geographic area of 
operation among several units. 
This created confusion among 
the military police, as well  as 
the troops they served. For 
example,  w h e n  a so ld ie r  
a p p r o a c h e d  a m i l i t a r y  
pol iceman about a t raf f ic  
incident, the military policeman 
might respond that he only 
handled stragglers. As a result, 
many soldiers thought the 
military police were attempting 
to shirk their responsibilities by 
diverting complaints to other 
units. Another problem in the 
Pacific Theater was the use of 
m i l i t a ry  po l i ce  assets as  
individual reinforcements for 
infantry units. This practice 
resulted in band members, 
transportation personnel, and 
commun ica t i on  personne l  
being utilized for the security of 
ports, depots, railroads, and 
other vital rear area installa- 
tions. Since General Douglas A. 
M a c A r t h u r  a n d  h i s  s ta f f  
approved of this practice, there 
was little that local provost 
marshals could accomplish 
against it. Often huge supply 
losses resulted from a lack of 
security at ports, but no attempt 

was made t o  correct the 
situation. Conversely, military 
police units in the European 
Theater of Operations had an 
excellent rapport w i th  the 
troops they served, were tightly 
controlled, and well-organized. 
Units were assigned total 
military police responsibilities 
within a specific geographic 
a r e a .  A l t h o u g h  m i l i t a r y  
policemen had to obtain a wide 
variety of knowledge to perform 
their mission, th is system 
reinforced the soldier’s concept 
of each military policeman 
being capable of performing all 
law enforcement functions. 

The primary missions of the 
Provost Marsha l  General ’s 
Department during the first 
years of the war were as 
follows: protection of war 
production in the Unitedstates, 
internment of prisoners of war, 
and establishment of an active 
civil defense plan. Industrialists 
demanded that the Federal 
government provide security 
against theft, sabotage, and 
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  
equipment that  they were 
producing. To remedy the  
situation, an ”Auxiliary Militan/ 

Police” was created, combining 
active duty military police with 
civilian guard services at all key 
industrial complexes. The active 
duty un i ts  involved were  
commonly known as Zone of 
Interior Guard Companies. In 
addition to guarding factories, 
the military police serving inthe 
United States had to process 
and secure prisoners of war. 
Following the North African 
campaign, numerous German 
soldiers were captured and 
shipped to the United States for 
confinement. Persons later 
captured in Europe were also 
sent to the United States. By 
1945 approximately 750,000 
G e r m a n  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  
detained in theunitedstates in 
over six hundred compounds 
located throughout the country. 
The prisoners were employed in 
meatpacking plants, lumber 
mills, mines, on  southern 
farms, in public works projects, 
and in transportation services. 
The Provost Marshal General 
was responsible for their care, 
security. and safety. After the 
war ended, this responsibility 
expanded to include reorien- 
t a t i o n  a n d  r e D a t r i a t i o n  
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the subjects taught at the 
school were similar to those 
which had been taught at the 
World War I service school at 
Autun, France. However, the 
initial emphasis of the World 
War II Corps was on internal 
security and intelligence 
functions, altering the focus of 
the school. As in the previous 
war, the Military Police Corps 
expanded rapidly. By the end of 
1945, about 150 battalions and 
900 other military pOlice units 
had been activated. 

The United States fought the 
war on two widely separated 
fronts. One product of the 
divergence between them was 
that the operation of the military 
police in the two Theater 
Armies differed dramatically. In 
the Pacific, each military police 
unit was assigned a specific 
function, resulting in an 
overlapping geographic area of 
operation among several units. 
This created confusion among 
the military police, as well as 
the troops they served. For 
example, when a soldier 
approached a military 
policeman about a traffic 
incident. the military policeman 
might respond that he only 
handled stragglers. As a result. 
many soldiers thought the 
military police were attempting 
to shirk their responsibilities by 
diverting complaints to other 
units. Another problem in the 
Pacific Theater was the use of 
military police assets as 
individual reinforcements for 
infantry units. This practice 
resulted in band members, 
transportation personnel, and 
communication personnel 
being utilized for the security of 
ports, depots, railroads, and 
other vital rear area installa­
tions. Since General DouglasA. 
MacArthur and his staff 
approved of this practice, there 
was little that local provost 
marshals could accomplish 
against it. Often huge supply 
losses resulted from a lack of 
security at ports, but no attempt 

was made to correct the 
situation. Conversely, military 
police units in the European 
Theater of Operations had an 
excellent rapport with the 
troops they served, were tightly 
controlled, and well-organized. 
Units were assigned total 
military police responsibilities 
within a specific geographic 
area. Although military 
policemen had to obtain a wide 
variety of knowledge to perform 
their mission, this system 
reinforced the soldier's concept 
of each military policeman 
being capable of performing all 
law enforcement functions. 

The primary missions of the 
Provost Marshal General's 
Department during the first 
years of the war were as 
follows: protection of war 
production in the United States, 
internment of prisoners of war, 
and establishment of an active 
civil defense plan. Industrialists 
demanded that the Federal 
government provide security 
against theft, sabotage, and 
destruction of military 
equipment that they were 
producing. To remedy the 
situation. an "Auxiliary Military 

Police" was created, combining 
active (Juty military police with 
civilian guard services at all key 
industrial complexes. The active 
duty units involved were 
commonly known as Zone of 
Interior Guard Companies. In 
addition to guarding factories, 
the military police serving in the 
United States had to process 
and secure prisoners of war. 
Following the North African 
campaign, numerous German 
soldiers were captured and 
shipped to the United States for 
confinement. Persons later 
captured in Europe were also 
sent to the United States. By 
1945 approximately 750,000 
German prisoners were 
detained in the United States in 
over six hundred compounds 
located throughout the country. 
The prisoners were employed in 
meatpacking plants, lumber 
millS, mines, on southern 
farms. in public works projects, 
and in transportation services. 
The Provost Marshal General 
was responsible for their care, 
security, and safety. After the 
war ended, this responsibility 
expanded to include reorien­
tation and repatriation 
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In European Theater Army 
operations, mi l i ta ry  pol ice 
duties were similar to those 
performed in World War I. 
Additional authority granted to 
the military police provided for 
greater control of refugees, 
civilians, absentees, stragglers, 
and all activities within the rear 
area. Staff Provost Marshals 
recommended changes in the 
:car boundaries of corps and 
became the chief consultants in 
security planning for rear areas. 
Their excellent knowledge of 
rear area operations led to the 
appointment of a Provost 
Marsha l /Rear  Area Com- 
mander on 21 November 1944. 
Once assigned specific terrain, 
the provost marshal designated 
defensive measures against 
small-scale enemy attacks from 
air or ground guerrilla forces. 
The rear area defensive mission 
also included holding larger 
attacking elements in check 
until the arrival of tactical 
troops. Military police likewise 
were used to halt bulges or 
breakthrough attacks by enemy 
frontline troops. Other missions 
i nc luded :  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l ;  
co l l ec t i on ,  cus tody .  a n d  
evacuation of prisoners of war; 
c r i m i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ;  
enforcement of regulations and 
special orders of the com- 
mander; apprehens ion  of 
deserters; reassignment or 
r e l o c a t i o n  of s t ragg le rs ;  
cooperation with local civilian 
police on curfews, blackouts, 
p o l i c e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n t i -  
sabotage, a n d  p a t r o l l i n g  
captured towns; control of 
civilians and civilian employees; 
supervision of installations for 
refugees and the feeding of 
non-combatants until G5 could 
assume that duty; security of all 
Army headquarters; control of 
the light line and straggler line; 
enforcement of all "off limits" 
areas in leave cities; informing 
G2 and G4 on the status of 
roads, bridges, and enemy 
act iv i ty;  and  es tab l i sh ing  
a l t e r n a t e  r o a d  n e t w o r k  

A traffic control point 

subsections to speed divisions 
laterally across the frontlines. 

areas. Later, during the Battle of 
the Bulge, the 783d MPs were 

During beachhead opera- 
tions, military police came in 
fighting with the airborne and 
infantry divisions. When the 
First, Fourth, and Twenty-ninth 
Divisions hit the Omaha and 
Utah beaches on June 6,1944, 
detachments from the 7834 
Military Police Battalion joined 
them in starting the beginning 
of the decline of the Nazi 
fortress in Europe. During the 
confusion and disorder of the 
first chaotic hours after landing, 
these combat policemen took 
over control of the hugevolume 
of traffic debarking from the 
invasion fleet. In the thick of 
b a t t l e ,  t h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
direction points and performed 
beach security patrol. On June 
10. 1944, Company D. 7834 
Military Police Battalion. landed 
on the beaches of Normandy to 
relieve the 10lst .  82d. and4th 
Divisions' military policemen. 
Their primary concern was to 
create order out of the hectic 
traffic flow in order to allow the 
forces t o  move f rom the  
beachheads to their assigned 

called upon again to shed their 
traditional role and become 
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Following the beach landings 
at Normandy and the breakout 
at St. Lo, the 783d Military 
Police Battalion was assigned a 
more traditional but  vitally 
significant role in supporting 
the Allied forces. As the Allies 
advanced through France. the 
lack of needed supplies, which 
lay in depots near the Normandy 
beaches, greatly hindered the 
forward movement of t he  
combat divisions. The initial 
plan for the advance had called 
for utilizing the excellent French 
railways t o  move supplies 
forward, but it had been ruined 
by the destruction of the French 
rail system. A solution to this 
problem was the creation of the 
Red Ball Highway consisting of 
t w o  paral lel routes, each 
running one way, through 
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In European Theater Army 
operations, military police 
duties were similar to those 
performed in World War I. 
Additional authority granted to 
the military police provided for 
greater control of refugees, 
civilians, absentees, stragglers, 
and all activities within the rear 
area. Staff Provost Marshals 
recommended changes in the 
'car boundaries of corps and 
became the chief consultants in 
security planning for rear areas. 
Their excellent knowledge of 
rear area operations led to the 
appointment of a Provost 
Marshal/Rear Area Com­
mander on 21 November 1944. 
Once assigned specific terrain, 
the provost marshal designated 
defensive measures against 
small-scale enemy attacks from 
air or ground guerrilla forces. 
The rear area defensive mission 
also included holding larger 
attacking elements in check 
until the arrival of tactical 
troops. Military police likewise 
were used to halt bulges or 
breakthrough attacks by enemy 
frontline troops. Other missions 
included: traffic control; 
collection, custody, and 
evacuation of prisoners of war; 
cri~inal investigations; 
enforcement of regulations and 
special orders of the com­
mander; apprehension of 
deserters; reassignment or 
relocation of stragglers; 
cooperation with local civilian 
police on curfews, blackouts, 
police protection, anti­
sabotage, and patrolling 
captured towns; control of 
civilians and civilian employees; 
supervision of installations for 
refugees and the feeding of 
non-combatants until G5 could 
assume that duty; security of all 
Army headquarters; control of 
the light line and straggler line; 
enforcement of all "off limits" 
areas in leave cities; informing 
G2 and G4 on the status of 
roads, bridges, and enemy 
activity; and establishing 
alternate road network 

A traffic control point 

subsections to speed divisions 
laterally across the frontlines. 

During beachhead opera­
tions, military police came in 
fighting with the airborne and 
infantry diviSions. When the 
First, Fourth, and Twenty-ninth 
Divisions hit the Omaha and 
Utah beaches on June 6,1944, 
detachments from the 783d 
Military Police Battalion joined 
them in starting the beginning 
of the decline of the Nazi 
fortress in Europe. During the 
confusion and disorder of the 
first chaotic hours after landing, 
these combat policemen took 
over control of the huge volume 
of traffic debarking from the 
invasion fleet. In the thick of 
battle, they established 
direction points and performed 
beach security patrol. On June 
10, 1944, Company D, 783d 
Military Police Battalion, landed 
on the beaches of Normandy to 
relieve the 101 st, 82d, and 4th 
Divisions' military policemen. 
Their primary concern was to 
create order out of the hectic 
traffic flow in order to allow the 
forces to move from the 
beachheads to their assigned 

areas. Later, during the Battle of 
the Bulge, the 783d MPs were 
called upon again to shed their 
traditional role and become 
front line riflemen while 
maintaining vital road blocks 
and bridges. 

Following the beach landings 
at Normandy and the breakout 
at St. Lo. the 783d Military 
Police Battalion was assigned a 
more traditional but vitally 
significant role in supporting 
the Allied forces. As the Allies 
advanced through France, the 
lack of needed supplies, which 
lay in depots near the Normandy 
beaches. greatly hindered the 
forward movement of the 
combat divisions. The initial 
plan for the advance had called 
for utilizing the excellent French 
railways to move supplies 
forward. but it had been ruined 
by the destruction of the French 
rail system. A solution to this 
problem was the creation of the 
Red Ball Highway consisting of 
two parallel routes, each 
running one way, through 
Normandy, France, and 
Belgium. This network 
represented one of the greatest 
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supply enterprises in military 
anna ls .  I m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  
Military Police phase of the Red 
Ball Highway, the783dMil i tary 
P o l i c e  B a t t a l i o n  b e g a n  
patroll ing operational areas 
a l o n g  t h e  rou te ,  w h i c h  
constantly changed as the 
advance continued. Working at 
times under enemy ground and 
a i r  at tack,  t h i s  ba t ta l i on  
patrolled the Red Ball Highway 
day and night without blackout 
precautions. Making roundtrips 
of up to three hundred miles, 
supply trucksdelivered412.193 
tons of supplies along the route 
during the eighty-one days the 
Red Ball Highway operated. 

No incident exemplifies the 
c o u r a g e ,  t e n a c i t y ,  a n d  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  c o m b a t  
military police better than the 
security and movement of allied 
troops across the Ludendorf 
Bridge at Remagen, Germany. 
Left standing by the hastily 
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Landing on the beachheads 

retreating German Army, the ordered his Provost Marshal, 
bridge was given great priority Major Clair Hull Thurston, to 
for capture and protection by move his military police ahead 
Supreme Allied Headquarters. ofthe division to reconnoiterthe 
Major General Louis Craig. 9th best route and provide security 
Infantry Division Commander. to the bridge until the division 

Digging in on Red Beach 

18 

l 

supply enterprises in military 
annals. Implementing the 
Military Police phase of the Red 
Ball Highway, the 783d Military 
Police Battalion began 
patrolling operational areas 
along the route, which 
constantly changed as the 
advance continued. Working at 
times under enemy ground and 
air attack, this battalion 
patrolled the Red Ball Highway 
day and night without blackout 
precautions. Making round trips 
of up to three hundred miles, 
supply trucks delivered412, 193 
tons of supplies along the route 
during the eighty-one days the 
Red Ball Highway operated. 

No incident exemplifies the 
courage, tenacity, and 
determ i nation of combat 
military police better than the 
security and movement of allied 
troops across the Ludendorf 
Bridge at Remagen, Germany. 
Left standing by the hastily 
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retreating German Army, the 
bridge was given great priority 
for capture and protection by 
Supreme Allied Headquarters. 
Major General Louis Craig, 9th 
Infantry Division Commander, 

Digging in on Red Beach 

Landing on the beachheads 

ordered his Provost Marshal. 
Major Clair Hull Thurston, to 
move his military police ahead 
ofthe division to reconnoiter the 
best route and provide security 
to the bridge until the division 



arrived. On the morning of 6 
Marchthe47thlnfantry began a 
c ross ing  opera t ion  w h i c h  
attracted a barrage of enemy 
artillery and sniper fire that 
which lasted for ten days. The 
bridge traffic was limited to foot 
traffic for the first twodays; but 
by 9 March 1945, trucks and 
tanks began to cross the span. 
Military policewerestationed at 
intervals along both sides of the 
bridge, and other MPs manned 
sniper positions on the river 
banks to prevent German 
frogmen from blowing up the 
bridge. From 9 March to 17 
March the military police stood 
at their posts on the bridge. 
Unable to take cover, they 
maintained a steady flow of 
Supplies, evacuees, and troop 
movement across it. Since 

numerousvehicleswerehit. the 
military police had to clear the 
wreckage and to serve as 
replacements for injured or 
frightened drivers. Aid stations 
and prisoner of war cages at 
both ends of the bridge were 
also manned by military police 
temporarily rotated from their 
bridge positions. In addition, 
wire communications across 
the bridge were installed and 
maintained by the military 
police. After five days, the 9th 
Military Police Company was 
augmented by seventy-f ive 
infantry-men. By March 17, 
three divisions had crossed the 
bridge at  Remagen and the 9th 
Military Police Company was 
ordered to return t o  its division 
which was rapidly advancing 
in to  Germany. The  br idge 

collapsed just minutes after this 
company had left its positions. 
The military police displayed 
magnificient courage, control, 
and discipline throughout the 
ordeal. They showed l i t t le 
concern far their own personal 
safety in the face of almost 
certain death. Instead, they 
managed to speed traffic across 
the bridge, limiting casualties 
and aiding in the rapid advance 
of allied troops. Their efforts 
were honored by the receipt of a 
Presidential Unit Citation for 
Gallantry in Action. 

While the 9th Military Police 
Company was highly com- 
memorated and  decorated, 
there were other divisional 
m i l i t a r y  po l i ce  compan ies  
which performed equally well  
under  combat  cond i t ions .  

i 

The Ludendorf Bridge, Remagen 

19 

arrived. On the morning of 6 
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numerous vehicles were·hit. the 
military police had to clear the 
wreckage and to serve as 
replacements for injured or 
fr ightened drivers. Aid stations 
and prisoner of war cages at 
both ends of the bridge were 
also manned by military police 
temporarily rotated from their 
bridge positions. In addition. 
wire communications acrosS 
the bridge were installed and 
maintained by the military 
police. After five days. the 9th 
Military Police Company was 
augmented by seventy- five 
infantry-men. By March 17. 
three divisions had crossed the 
bridge at Remagen and the 9th 
Military Police Company was 
ordered to return to its division 
which was rapidly advancing 
into Germany. The bridge 

collapsed just minutes after this 
company had left its positions. 
The military police displaved 
magnificient courage. control. 
and discipline throughout the 
ordeal . They showed little 
concern for their own personal 
safety in the face of almost 
certain death. Instead. they 
managed to speed traffic across 
the bridge. limit ing casualties 
and aiding in the rapid advance 
of allied troops. Their efforts 
were honored by the receipt of a 
Presidential Unit Citation for 
Gallantry in Action. 

While the 9th Military Police 
Company was highly com­
memorated and decorated. 
there were other divisional 
military police companies 
which performed equally well 
under combat conditions. 
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Keeping traffic moving on the Ludendorf Bridge 

Landing on Omaha Beach 
during the D-Day attacks, the 
1 st Division Military Police 
Company cleared the beaches, 
processed almost785 prisoners 
of war and established six 
inland traffic control points, 
despite the loss of its vehicles 
when its supply ship sank 
offshore. By the end of D-Day. 
four members of the First 
Military Police Platoon had 
earned the Silver Star: Captain 
R.R. Regan. Lieutenant F.J. 
Zaniewski, Lieutenant Charles 
M. Conover. and Lieutenant 
William L. Bradford. Casualties 
sustained by the platoontotaled 
one killed in action and twenty- 
two wounded. In the rapidly 
advancing 4th Division, the 
military police had problems 

processing prisoners of war. At 
onetime,therewereasmanyas 
five processing points with from 
300 to 2,000 prisoners at each. 
The total captured in a week 
amounted to about 11,200 
prisoners, producing a ratio of 
one guard for every 300 
p r i soners  o f  w a r .  E leven 
m i l i t a r y  po l i ce  f r o m  t h i s  
company received the Purple 
Heart because of their frontline 
combat duty. The necessity for 
rapid advance by military police 
squads to establish prisoner of 
war processing points sent this 
company i n t o  con t inuous  
frontline action. 

While the world celebrated 
the conclusion of World War II 
in 1945,themilitarypolicewere 

engaged in disposing of the evil 
residue of that conflict. For the 
first time in the annals of 
military history. the perpetra- 
tors of war crimes were made to 
answer for their deeds before 
special ly cons t i tu ted  w a r  
crimes tribunals and courts. 
Throughout those proceedings 
the military police guarded the 
accused, provided courtroom 
security during their trials, and 
supervised the fulfillment ofthe 
sentences, either execution or 
i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  o f  t h o s e  
convicted. 

The process for dealing with 
a c c u s e d  w a r  c r i m i n a l s  
commenced in Europe shortly 
after the fighting had ended 
there. A number of toD German 
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Keeping traffic moving on the Ludendorf Bridge 

processing prisoners of war. At 
onetime. there were as many as 
five processing points with from 
300 to 2,000 prisoners at each. 
The total captured in a week 
amounted to about 11,200 
prisoners, producing a ratio of 
one guard for every 300 
prisoners of war. Eleven 
military police from this 
company received the Purple 
Heart because of their frontline 
combat duty. The necessity for 
rapid advance by military police 
squads to establish prisoner of 
war processing points sent this 
company into continuous 
frontline action. 

While the world celebrated 
the conclusion of World War II 
in 1 945, the military police were 

engaged in disposing of the evil 
residue of that conflict. For the 
first time in the annals of 
military history, the perpetra­
tors of war crimes were made to 
answer for their deeds before 
specially constituted war 
crimes tribunals and courts. 
Throughout those proceedings 
the military police guarded the 
accused, provided courtroom 
security during their trials, and 
supervised the fulfillment olthe 
sentences, either execution or 
imprisonment. of those 
convicted. 

The process for dealing with 
accused war criminals 
commenced in Europe shortly 
after the fighting had ended 
there. A number of top German 



military and Nazi party leaders 
initially were gathered together 
a t  M o n d o r f - l e s - B a i n s  in 
Luxembourg. There they were 
housed in the Palace Hotel, 
stripped of its peacetime finery 
and equipped with bars on its 
room windows. Colonel Burton 
C. Andrus, a career cavalry 
officer who had previously 
SeNed as prison officer for an 
A r m y  s t o c k a d e  a t  F o r t  
Oglethorpe, was their warden. 
In August 1945, he transferred 
his charges, including Herman 
Goering, Hitler's chief deputy. 
to Nuremberg, Germany, the 
location selected by the Allied 
Powers for the accused war 
criminals'  t r ia l  before an 
international tribunal com- 
posed of iurists from the United 

States, Great Britain. France. 
and the Soviet Union. 

Nuremberg was an ironic 
choice for the trial. Formerly it 
had served as the site for Nazi 
party congresses and rallies. It 
also had been the namesake for 
the infamous Nuremberg Laws 
which the party had issued in 
1935 stripping German Jews of 
their citizenship, prohibit ing 
them from participating in such 
p r o f e s s i o n s  as l a w  a n d  
m e d i c i n e ,  a n d  s t a r t i n g  
Germany down the road to the 
horrors of the holocaust. The 
Allies chose Nuremberg for the 
trial because its Palace of 
Justice with its adjoining jail 
was the most compact and 
intact facility available within 
Germany for such a proceeding. 

The mi l i tary police w h o  
served as guards at Nuremberg 
came from the First Infantry 
Division. Init ial ly, Colonel 
Andrus had tomakedowithone 
understrength company. By the 
time that the trial commenced 
in November 1945, another 
company had been added to the 
guard force. Finally, in April 
1946, the 793d MP Battalion 
arrived in Nuremberg and 
absorbed the two  resident 
companies, the 802d and 821 st 
MP Companies, into its ranks. 

The t r ia l  o f  twenty -one 
leading German war criminals 
lasted unti l September 1946. 
During it the MPs escorted the 
accused to and from the 
c o u r t r o o m  a n d  p r o v i d e d  
security within the courtroom 

Accused Nazi war criminals guarded by the military police, Nuremberg 
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military and Nazi party leaders 
initially were gathered together 
at Mondorf-Ies-Bains in 
Luxembourg. There they were 
housed in the Palace Hotel, 
stripped of its peacetime finery 
and equipped with bars on its 
room windows. Colonel Burton 
C. Andrus, a career cavalry 
officer who had previously 
served as prison officer for an 
Army stockade at Fort 
Oglethorpe, was their warden. 
In August 1945, he transferred 
his charges, including Herman 
Goering, Hitler's chief deputy, 
to Nuremberg, Germany, the 
location selected by the Allied 
Powers for the accused war 
criminals' trial before an 
international tribunal com­
posed of jurists from the United 

States, Great Britain, France, 
and the Soviet Union. 

Nuremberg was an ironic 
choice for the trial. Formerly it 
had served as the site for Nazi 
party congresses and rallies. It 
also had been the namesake for 
the infamous Nuremberg Laws 
which the party had issued in 
1935 stripping German Jews of 
their citizenship, prohibiting 
them from participating in such 
professions as law and 
medicine, and starting 
Germany down the road to the 
horrors of the holocaust. The 
Allies chose Nuremberg for the 
trial because its Palace of 
Justice with its adjoining jail 
was the most compact and 
intact facility available within 
Germany for such a proceeding. 

Accused Nazi war criminals guarded by the military police, Nuremberg 

The military police who 
served as guards at Nuremberg 
came from the First Infantry 
Division. Initially, Colonel 
Andrus had to make do with one 
understrength company. By the 
time that the trial commenced 
in November 1945, another 
company had been added to the 
guard force. Finally, in April 
1946, the 793d MP Battalion 
arrived in Nuremberg and 
absorbed the two resident 
companies, the 802d and 821 st 
MP Companies, into its ranks. 

The trial of twenty-one 
leading German war criminals 
lasted until September 1946. 
During it the MPs escorted the 
accused to and from the 
courtroom and provided 
security within the courtroom 
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i t s e l f .  D u r i n g  t h e  d a i l y  
proceedings, ten MPs in white 
helmets, wh i te  belts, and  
equipped with white billy clubs 
fashioned from mop handles 
remained positioned behind 
and to the side of the dock. 
Colonel Andrus and the officer 
in charge of the military police 
detail carried side arms. 

The military police kept the 
pr isoners  under  cons tan t  
surveillance when they were 
not in court. Colonel Andrus 
ins t i tu ted  around-the-clock 
watches on them after one of 
t he  accused h a d  hanged  
himself in his cell prior to the 
start of the trial. In three-hour 
shifts, the MPs observed the 
p r i s o n e r s  t h r o u g h  s m a l l  
window ports in theircelldoors. 

The international tribunal 
found eighteen of the twenty- 
one defendants guilty and 
acquitted theremaining three. It 
sentenced e leven of t h e  
convicted men to death, and 
allotted prison terms ranging in 
length from ten years to life to 
the other seven. In the early 
morning hours of October 16, 
1946, t he  mi l i ta ry  pol ice 
escorted ten of the condemned 
men one-by-onefrom their cells 
to the prison gymnasium where 
they were hanged from hastily 
erected gallows. The eleventh 
condemned man, H e r m a n  
Goering. cheated the hangman 
that night by swa l low ing  
cyanide poison from a glass vial 
which he had managed to keep 
with him despite numerous 
searches of his person and cell. 
Fo l l ow ing  t h e  execut ions ,  
military police from the 508th 
Military Police Battalion andthe 
Constabulary moved the bodies 
in two trucks to the Dachau 
concentration camp where they 
were cremated in the same 
ovens formerly employed to 
dispose of the remains of those 
men's victims. The MPs then 
scattered their ashes in a brook 
near Munich, the birthplace of 
the Nazi movement. 

Security around the Palace of 
Justice was extra tight that 
night due to concern that 
diehard Nazis might attempt to 
storm the prison in order to 
rescue their former leaders. The 
recent rifling of two American 
arms rooms gave credence to 
such a possibility. Thus, as a 
precaution, armed patrols 
cordoned off a ninesquare block 
area surrounding the Palace of 
Justice, and MPs armed with 
Thompson submachine guns 
manned a fence in front of the 
bu i ld ing .  For tunate ly ,  t h e  
executions progressed without 
any attack materializing. 

T h e  s e v e n  r e m a i n i n g  
conv ic ted  c r i m i n a l s  w e r e  
transferred to Spandau Prison 
in Berlin to serve out their 
s e n t e n c e s  u n d e r  A l l i e d  
supervision. The Allies equally 
have shared the responsibility 
for guarding them by rotating 
control of the prison on a 
monthly cycle. Today, only one 
man, Rudolf Hess. remains 
behind the prison walls, and 
every four months a contingent 
of American military police 
assumes the task of guarding 
him. 

Meanwhile, on the other side 
of the globe similar proceedings 
against war criminals in the 
PacificTheater were underway. 
With the occupation of Japan, 
H e a d q u a r t e r s  F a r  E a s t  
Command and the Eighth Army 
faced the task of providing 
adequate facilities for the 
confinement of hundredsofwar 
c r im ina l  suspects. As  the  
Provost Marshal of the Eighth 
Army, Colonel Carol V. Cadwell 
assumed the responsibility for 
solving this problem. Initially, 
Omori and Yokohama Prisons, 
which had been used by the 
Japanese to confine allied 
prisoners-of-war, were used to 
house war criminal suspects. 
Since nei ther faci l i ty was  
considered adequate for the 
task ahead, Colonel Cadwell 
acquired control of Sugamo 

Prison as a replacement facility. 
Having suffered only minor 
bomb damage during the war, 
Sugamo was a modern brick 
penal institution capable of 
housing 1,800 prisoners. 

During the trials in Japan, a 
select group of military police 
from the 720th Military Police 
Battalion provided security for 
a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M i l i t a r y  
Tribunal consisting of leading 
judges from ten nations. Under 
the command of Lt. Col. Aubrey 
S. Kenworthy, the military 
police detachment also was 
responsibile for transporting 
war criminals to and from 
Sugamo for the duration of the 
trials. From October 1946 until 
April 1948, they continued to 
extend their tours in order to 
complete the assignment. After 
the trials were completed, 
approximatly fifty members of 
the 720th MP Battalion were 
detailed to Sugamo to provide 
security unti l  the Tribunal 
sentences could be executed. 
The p r i son  personne l  at 
Sugamo consisted of those 
condemned, those sentenced to 
long term imprisonment, and 
those undergoing trial. Of the 
1,700 Japanese war criminals 
confined by the US Army, four 
were women, one of whom was 
the famed "Tokyo Rose." She 
was confined at Sugamo until 
her release late in 1946. 

Victory and the resulting 
demobi l i za t ion  brought  a 
decline in the number of 
persons and units assigned to 
the  Mi l i ta ry  Police Corps. 
However, its responsibilities 
continued to expand wherever 
United States military forces 
w e r e  s t a t i o n e d .  Combat  
commanders around the world 
recognized the contributions 
made by military police. As a 
result, for the first time in our 
nation's history, the Military 
P o l i c e  C o r p s  b e c a m e  a 
component in the  Army's 
peacetime force structure. In 
many instances, military police 
were the first forces to move 
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itself. During the daily 
proceedings, ten MPs in white 
helmets, white belts, and 
equipped with white billy clubs 
fashioned from mop handles 
remained positioned behind 
and to the side of the dock. 
Colonel Andrus and the officer 
in charge of the military police 
detail carried side arms. 

The military police kept the 
prisoners under constant 
surveillance when they were 
not in court. Colonel Andrus 
instituted around-the-clock 
watches on them after one of 
the accused had hanged 
himself in his cell prior to the 
start of the trial. I n three-hour 
shifts, the MPs observed the 
prisoners through small 
window ports in their cell doors. 

The international tribunal 
found eighteen of the twenty­
one defendants guilty and 
acquitted the remaining three. It 
sentenced eleven of the 
convicted men to death, and 
allotted prison terms ranging in 
length from ten years to life to 
the other seven. In the early 
morning hours of October 16, 
1946, the military police 
escorted ten of the condemned 
men one-by-onefrom their cells 
to the prison gymnasium where 
they were hanged from hastily 
erected gallows. The eleventh 
condemned man, Herman 
Goering, cheated the hangman 
that night by swallowing 
cyanide poison from a glass vial 
which he had managed to keep 
with him despite numerous 
searches of his person and cell. 
Following the executions, 
military police from the 508th 
Military Police 8attalion and the 
Constabulary moved the bodies 
in two trucks to the Dachau 
concentration camp where they 
were cremated in the same 
ovens formerly employed to 
dispose of the remains of those 
men's victims. The MPs then 
scattered their ashes in a brook 
near Munich, the birthplace of 
the Nazi movement. 
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Security around the Palace of 
Justice waS extra tight that 
night due to concern that 
diehard Nazis might attempt to 
storm the prison in order to 
rescue their former leaders. The 
recent rifling of two American 
arms rooms gave credence to 
such a possibility. Thus, as a 
precaution, armed patrols 
cordoned off a nine square block 
area surrounding the Palace of 
Justice, and MPs armed with 
Thompson submachine guns 
manned a fence in front of the 
building. Fortunately, the 
executions progressed without 
any attack materializing. 

The seven remaining 
convicted criminals were 
transferred to Spandau Prison 
in Berlin to serve out their 
sentences under Allied 
supervision. The Allies equally 
have shared the responsibility 
for guarding them by rotating 
control of the prison on a 
monthly cycle. Today, only one 
man, Rudolf Hess, remains 
behind the prison walls, and 
every four months a contingent 
of American military police 
assumes the task of guarding 
him. 

Meanwhile, on the other side 
of the globe similar proceedings 
against war criminals in the 
Pacific Theater were underway. 
With the occupation of Japan, 
Headquarters Far East 
Command and the Eighth Army 
faced the task of providing 
adequate facilities for the 
confinement of hundreds of war 
criminal suspects. As the 
Provost Marshal of the Eighth 
Army, Colonel Carol V. Cadwell 
assumed the responsibility for 
solving this problem. Initially, 
Omori and Yokohama Prisons, 
which had been used by the 
Japanese to confine allied 
prisoners-of-war, were used to 
house war criminal suspects. 
Since neither facility was 
considered adequate for the 
task ahead, Colonel Cadwell 
acquired control of Sugamo 

Prison as a replacement facility. 
Having suffered only minor 
bomb damage during the war, 
Sugamo was a modern brick 
penal institution capable of 
housing 1,800 prisoners. 

During the trials in Japan, a 
select group of military police 
from the 720th Military Police 
Battalion provided security for 
an International Military 
Tribunal consisting of leading 
judges from ten nations. Under 
the command of Lt. Col. Aubrey 
S. Kenworthy, the military 
police detachment also was 
responsibile for transporting 
war criminals to and from 
Sugamo for the duration of the 
trials. From October 1946 until 
April 1948, they continued to 
extend their tours in order to 
complete the assignment. After 
the trials were completed, 
approximatly fifty members of 
the 720th MP Battalion were 
detailed to Sugamo to provide 
security until the Tribunal 
sentences could be executed. 
The prison personnel at 
Sugamo consisted of those 
condemned, those sentenced to 
long term imprisonment. and 
those undergoing trial. Of the 
1,700 Japanese war criminals 
confined by the US Army, four 
were women, one of whom was 
the famed "Tokyo Rose." She 
waS confined at Sugamo until 
her release late in 1946. 

Victory and the resulting 
demobilization brought a 
decline in the number of 
persons and units assigned to 
the Military Police Corps. 
However, its responsibilities 
continued to expand wherever 
United States military forces 
were stationed. Combat 
commanders around the world 
recognized the contributions 
made by military police. As a 
result. for the first time in our 
nation's history, the Military 
Police Corps became a 
component in the Army's 
peacetime force structure. In 
many instances, military police 
were the first forces to move 



into occupied areas. where they 
fostered trust and respect for 
United States forces. They 
combated the problems of 
lawlessness, plundering, and 

On 25 June 1950 the North 
Koreans, in an effort to unifythe 
K o r e a n  p e n i n s u l a  u n d e r  
communism, strucksouthofthe 
38th parallel. This action was 
followed by the immediate 
intervention of United Nations 
troops to defend South Korea. 
Since American troops were 
stationed in Japan, even though 
they were occupation troops 
and not trained combat units. 
they were the first to see actual 
service in Korea. Following the 
outbreak of hostilities, the first 
mil itary police company to 
arrive in Korea was the 622d 
M i l i t a r y  Pol ice Company. 
landing on 5 July 1950. During 
the conflict, th is company 
received ten battle participation 
credits as well as a Meritorious 
Unit Citation and a Korean 
Presidential Unit Citation for 
service. In the demilitarized 
zone. the principal duty of this 
company w a s  t o  p revent  
unauthorized persons from 
entering thearea. Menfromthe 
company also supervised the 
K o r e a n  S e c u r i t y  G u a r d  
Company, wh ich  patrol led 
thirty-five miles of gasoline 
pipeline passing through the I 
Corps area. 

In Korea, the military police 
faced many problems which 
had become rou t i ne  and  
famil iar dur ing their  past 
service. At the same time, in 
common with the rest of 
American forces, they faced 
circumstances and conditions 
which were entirely new to the 
Corps. For the first time, the 
Army was confronted with an 
organized oriental, Communist 
army which brought with it a 
new ideology. new concepts of 

blackmarketing while assuming 
the role of local government 
which had been prostrated by 
years of fighting. Although the 
Military Police Corps had been 

Korean War 

warfare, and new methods of 
treating prisoners of war. The 
years of the Korean War taught 
many lessons to the American 
soldier and produced many 
problems which were unusual 
or unfamiliar. 

The military police had to 
expend a great deal of effort to 
combat blackmarket activities in 
that war-torn peninsula. Since 
the original troops sent there 
w e r e  c o m b a t - h a r d e n e d  
veterans, the situation did not 
become serious until replace- 
ments were received from the 
States. As in other theaters. 
these replacements were young 
and inexperienced men who 
lacked the judgment to see that 
operations in the blackmarket 
were detrimental to their own 
country. Suddenly, with the 
outbreak of the war in 1950, a 
situation was created which 

reduced to 2,078 officers and 
19,630 enlisted men by 1947, 
many of these soldiers were 
destined to serve in a new kind 
of conflict-a "police action.'' 

increased blackmarket opera- 
tions manyfold. A great mass of 
people were forced from their 
normal routines and awayfrom 
their homes. A lack of material 
possessions became common 
throughout the entire penin- 
su la .  Prac t ica l l y  any th ing  
possessed by an American 
soldierwastheobjectof anoffer 
for purchase by a Korean. 

From the initial phases of the 
war onward, the military police 
were involvedincombat.The2d 
Military Police Company. 2d 
Infantry Division, was called 
u p o n  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  
supplement the  perimeter 
d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
command post by protecting the 
avenues of approach. This 
n e c e s s i t a t e d  s e t t i n g  U P  
machine gun positions and 
outposts to give timely warning 
of the approach of the enemy. 

Setting up a perimeter in the demilitarized zone 
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into occupied areas, where they 
fostered trust and respect for 
United States forces. They 
combated the problems of 
lawlessness, plundering, and 

On 25 June 1950 the North 
Koreans, in an effortto unify the 
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communism, struck south of the 
38th parallel. This action was 
followed by the immediate 
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they were occupation troops 
and not trained combat units, 
they were the first to see actual 
service in Korea. Following the 
outbreak of hostilities, the first 
military police company to 
arrive in Korea was the 622d 
Military Police Company, 
landing on 5 July 1950. During 
the conflict, this company 
received ten battle participation 
credits as well as a Meritorious 
Unit Citation and a Korean 
Presidential Unit Citation for 
service. In the demilitarized 
zone, the principal duty of this 
company was to prevent 
unauthorized persons from 
entering the area. Menfromthe 
company also supervised the 
Korean Security Guard 
Company, which patrolled 
thirty-five miles of gasoline 
pipeline passing through the I 
Corps area. 

In Korea, the military police 
faced many problems which 
had become routine and 
familiar during their past 
service. At the same time, in 
common with the rest of 
American forces, they faced 
circumstances and conditions 
which were entirely new to the 
Corps. For the first time, the 
Army was confronted with an 
organized oriental, Communist 
army which brought with it a 
new ideology, new concepts of 

blackmarketing while assuming 
the role of local government 
which had been prostrated by 
years of fighting. Although the 
Military Police Corps had been 
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warfare, and new methods of 
treating prisoners of war. The 
years of the Korean War taught 
many lessons to the American 
soldier and produced many 
problems which were unusual 
or unfamiliar. 

The military police had to 
expend a great deal of effort to 
combat blackmarket activities in 
that war-torn peninsula. Since 
the original troops sent there 
were combat-hardened 
veterans, the situation did not 
become serious until replace­
ments were received from the 
States. As in other theaters, 
these replacements were young 
and inexperienced men who 
lacked the judgment to see that 
operations in the black market 
were detrimental to their own 
country. Suddenly, with the 
outbreak of the war in 1950, a 
situation was created which 

reduced to 2,078 officers and 
19,630 enlisted men by 1947, 
many of these soldiers were 
destined to serve in a new kind 
of conflict-a "police action." 

increased blackmarket opera­
tions manyfold. A great mass of 
people were forced from their 
normal routines and away from 
their homes. A lack of material 
possessions became common 
throughout the entire penin­
sula. Practically anything 
possessed by an American 
soldier was the object of an offer 
for purchase by a Korean. 

From the initial phases of the 
war onward, the military police 
were involved in combat. The2d 
Military Police Company, 2d 
Infantry Division, was called 
upon several times to 
supplement the perimeter 
defense of the division 
command post by protecting the 
avenues of approach. This 
necessitated setting up 
machine gun positions and 
outposts to give timely warning 
of the approach of the enemy. 

Setting up a perimeter in the demilitarized zone 
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Reconnoitering to determine guerrilla strength 

Another duty of the 2d Military 
Police Company was to combat 
guerrillas. Depending on the 
tactical situation, a large 
percentage of the military police 
were utilized to combat these 
irregular forces. The military 
police had as part of their 
mission control of traffic over 
defiles and through mountain 
passes. This was performed 
without regular tactical forces 
providing additional security 
units to protect the military 
police. A provisional security 
force. d is t inc t  f rom the  
div is ion’s mi l i ta ry  pol ice 
company, and consisting of 
American officers with Republic 
of Korea soldiers and military 
police under them was also 
established. Its mission was to 
ferret out small groups of 
guerrillas and determine the 
strength of the guerrilla bands 
operating within the zone 
between reg imenta l  and 
divisional command posts. The 
Military Police assigned to the 
24th Division operated in the 
same manner as those assigned 
to the 2d Division. A traffic 
control post and system were 
established at Taejon. Two days 
after establishing the traffic 

control post, the military police 
were in the front line with the 
21 st Infantry Regiment. After 
engaging the enemy for almost 
a week, they returned to their 
primary duty of traffic control. 
As United Nations forces were 
pressed back, employ ing 
delaying defensive tactics, 
these mi l i tary policemen 

guard units. One military police 
platoon of the 24th Military 
Police Company, with other rear 
guard elements, remained in 
Taejon thirty-six hours after the 
main force had withdrawn. 
There they actively engaged in 
combat with communist tanks 
up to the last minute. Then they 
cut their way through enemy 
roadblocks and escorted the last 
convoy from the city. 

During the advance to the 
Chosen Reservoir in North 
Korea the X Corps’ military 
police company was respon- 
sible for traffic control along the 
main supply route. The military 
s i tuat ion at  the Chosen 
Reservoir deteriorated rapidly 
once Chinese forces came into 
the conflict. By 12 December 
1950. an  estimated 8,000 
refugees were infiltrating into 
the port area per day, adding to 
the congestion andconfusion of 
the UN retirement from North 
Korea. As troops were returning 
from the reservoir, open roads 
became an absolute necessity. 
The military police rapidly 
learned the importance and 
method of controlling refugees 
during this crisis. Loudspeak- 
ers, operated by Korean 

Engaging the enemy 
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interpreters, were used todirect 
the flow of refugees and to warn 
them of the danger of traveling 
at night and of congesting the 
roads. From 19 to 24 December 
1950, the military police at 
Wonson collected, escorted, 
and loaded into ships more than 
100,000 refugees, inadditionto 
thousands of United Nations 
personnel and prisoners of war. 
During the planned withdrawal 
of the remainder of UN forces 
southward, the problem of 
refugees became enormous. 
Hundreds of thousands ofthese 
homeless people blocked the 
roads to the south. It therefore 
became necessary to halt a l l  
southward movements of 
refugees. This was accom- 
plished by setting uproadblocks 
at critical points along the 
roads. Both United States and 
Republic of Korea forces were 
used for this purpose. The 
519th Military Police Battalion, 
the 728th Military Police 
Battalion, the 772d Military 
Police Battalion, the 55th 
Military Police Company, and 
the 558th Military Police 
Company were a l l  utilized in 
this task. During January the 
communist assault crossed the 
38th parallel. With the enemy’s 
objective being the western 
zone of South Korea, the 
evacuation of Seoul became 
necessary. The 8th Army 
Provost Marshal and three staff 
officers from the Provost 
Marshal Section flew to the 
area and remained there until 
the evacuation was completed 
and al l  bridges had been 
destroyed. 

Straggler control, particularly 
during the early operations in 
Korea, was one of the main 
problems of the military police. 
Whole units and large parts of 
others were separated from 
their parent organizations 
during the f ight ing.  The 
situation required a vast 
amount of work by division and 
Army military police. Stragglers 
were apprehended by motor 

Moving convoy towards the fronl 

and foot patrols, by mess 
checks, by roadblocks, and by 
checks of such installations as 
dispensaries, cabarets, and 
restaurants. Al l  stragglers 
apprehended within a division 
area were returned directly to 
the i r  organizat ion under 
military police escort. 

Since the military policewere 
shuttling back and forth over the 
fighting area, they proved 
invaluable in mapping roads 
and r e p o r t i n g  on  road 
conditions. With the informa- 
tion furnished by them, road 
nets and main supply routes 
were charted; traffic control 
points were established at 
def i les,  bot t lenecks, and 
intersections; roving patrols 
were organized to prevent 
traffic snarls and toobserveand 
repor t  changes in  road 
conditions; and guides were 
able to escort convoys through 
difficult crossroads. One of the 
many units performing thistype 
of duty was Company B of the 
51 9th Military Police Battalion. 

The use of helicopters by 
military police under combat 

conditions occured in Korea in 
order to assist them in the 
accomplishment of certain Of 
their missions such as road 
reconnaissance, emergency 
rerout ing of traffic, and 
supervision of traffic control. 
These machines were used by 
the Provost Marshals of Army. 
Corps, and Divisions as well as 
by separate military police 
battalions and companies. 
Masses of refugees, fleeing in 
f r o n t  of t h e  advanc ing  
Communist armies, threatened 
to interfere with traffic on the 
main supply route and became 
an acute mi l i tary police 
problem. Helicopters equipped 
with loudspeakers were utilized 
to direct them to assembly areas 
on and off the road. Such 
emergency operations as 
ambulance service, reconnais- 
sance of burning areas. and the 
detection of escapes also were 
conducted by helicopters. 

As a result of brilliant UN 
combat actions i n  1950, 
including the lnchon landing 
and the subsequent cutting of 
the communist escape route to 
the north, the United Nations 
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interpreters, were used to direct 
the flow of refugees and to warn 
them of the danger of traveling 
at night and of congesting the 
roads. From 19 to 24 December 
1950, the military police at 
Wonson collected, escorted, 
and loaded into ships more than 
100,000 refugees, in addition to 
thousands of United Nations 
personnel and prisoners of war. 
During the planned withdrawal 
of the remainder of UN forces 
southward, the problem of 
refugees became enormous. 
Hundreds of thousands ofthese 
homeless people blocked the 
roads to the south. It therefore 
became necessary to halt all 
southward movements of 
refugees. This was aCCOm­
plished by setting up roadblocks 
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roads. Both United States and 
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used for this purpose. The 
519th Military Police Battalion, 
the 728th Military Police 
Battalion, the 772d Military 
Police Battalion, the 55th 
Military Police Company, and 
the 558th Military Police 
Company were all utilized in 
this task. During January the 
communist assault crossed the 
38th parallel. With the enemy's 
objective being the western 
zone of South Korea, the 
evacuation of Seoul became 
necessary. The 8th Army 
Provost Marshal and three staff 
officers from the Provost 
Marshal Section flew to the 
area and remained there until 
the evacuation was completed 
and all bridges had been 
destroyed. 

Straggler control. particularly 
during the early operations in 
Korea, was one of the main 
problems of the military police. 
Whole units and large parts of 
others were separated from 
their parent organizations 
during the fighting. The 
situation required a vast 
amount of work by division and 
Army military police. Stragglers 
were apprehended by motor 
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and foot patrols, by mess 
checks, by roadblocks, and by 
checks of such installations as 
dispensaries, cabarets, and 
restaurants. All stragglers 
apprehended within a division 
area were returned directly to 
their organization under 
military police escort. 

Since the military police were 
shuttling back and forth over the 
fighting area, they proved 
invaluable in mapping roads 
and reporting on road 
conditions. With the informa­
tion furnished by them, road 
nets and main supply routes 
were charted; traffic control 
points were established at 
defiles, bottlenecks, and 
intersections; roving patrols 
were organized to prevent 
traffic snarls and to observe and 
report changes in road 
conditions; and guides were 
able to escort convoys through 
difficult crossroads. One of the 
many units performing this type 
of duty was Company B of the 
519th Military Police Battalion. 

The use of helicopters by 
military police under combat 

conditions occured in Korea in 
order to assist them in the 
accomplishment of certain of 
their missions such as road 
reconnaissance, emergency 
rerouting of traffic, and 
supervision of traffic control. 
These machines were used by 
the Provost Marshals of Army, 
Corps, and DiviSions as well as 
by separate military police 
battalions and companies. 
Masses of refugees, fleeing in 
front of the advancing 
Communist armies, threatened 
to interfere with traffic on the 
main supply route and became 
an acute military police 
problem. Helicopters equipped 
with loudspeakers were utilized 
to direct them to assembly areas 
on and off the road. Such 
emergency operations as 
ambulance service, reconnais­
sance of burning areas, and the 
detection of escapes also were 
conducted by helicopters. 

As a result of brilliant UN 
combat actions in 1950, 
including the Inchon landing 
and the subsequent cutting of 
the communist escape route to 
the north, the United Nations 
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found themselves with almost 
175,000 prisoners of war and 
c i v i l i a n  i n t e r n e e s .  T h i s  
population had to be fed. 
sheltered, and given medical 
t reatment w i thout  causing 
hardship t o  the  captured 
individuals. General ly. t he  
prisoners were evacuatedtothe 
southern end of the Korean 
penisula and transported to the 
island of Koje-do, lying a few 
hours southwest of Pusan. At 
Koje-do the prisoners built their 
o w n  camps, cons t ruc t i ng  
fences, buildings, and sewage 
systems. At its peak, Koje-do 
housed approximately 160.000 
prisoners of war and civilian 
internees. Mi l i ta ry  Police. 
serving under the  Un i ted  
Nations Command, contended 
with a shortage of personnel 
a n d  c o n t i n u o u s  p o l i t i c a l  
agitation among the prisoners 
at the camp. Clever communist 
leaders, recognizing these 
factors, began a campaign of 
terror against their fel low 
prisoners which was designed 
to accomplish two objectives: to 
embarrass the United Nations 
Command and fo rce  t h e  
diversion of front line troops to 
Ko je-do ;  a n d  t o  c o n v e r t  

Sweeping the hillside 

noncommunist prisoners of war 
to communism by fear and 
actual violence. In September 
1951. disorder among the 
prisoners was intensified with 
an increase in the beating and 
murder of prisoners by other 
prisoners. This open rebellion 
by the communist prisoners 

made it necessary to establish 
who was in control of the 
p r i s o n e r  o f  w a r  camps.  
Brigadier General  Hayden 
Boatner was ordered to restore 
a semblance of order to the 
compounds. In a matter of days, 
the entire Koje-do camp was 
reconstructed. New enclosures, 
subdivided into four to eight 
c o m p o u n d s  d e s i g n e d  t o  
accommodate five hundred 
prisoners each, were con- 
s t ruc ted .  Segregat ing  the  
prisoners into smaller groups, 
General Boatner shattered the 
communist prisoners' influence 
over the other prisoners and 
restored order in the camp. 

O n  27 July 1953 a truce in 
Korea was officially estab- 
lished. Asa formal branchofthe 
Army, Military Police remain on 
duty in Korea patrolling the 
demilitarized zone. During the 
Korean conflict. the Military 
P o l i c e  C o r p s  s u s t a i n e d  
casualties of  151 wounded and 
54 killed. A breakdown of 
m i l i t a r y  po l i ce  casua l t ies  
revealed that thirty-nine had 
been killed in action. ten later 

Koje-do, a prisoner of war camp in Korea. under the United 
Nations Command 
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found themselves with almost 
175,000 prisoners of war and 
civilian internees. This 
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penisula and transported to the 
island of Koje-do, lying a few 
hours southwest of Pusan. At 
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own camps, constructing 
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internees. Military Police, 
serving under the United 
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noncommunist prisoners of war 
to communism by fear and 
actual violence. In September 
1951, disorder among the 
prisoners was intensified with 
an increase in the beating and 
murder of prisoners by other 
prisoners. This open rebellion 
by the communist prisoners 

made it necessary to establish 
who was in control of the 
prisoner of war camps. 
Brigadier General Hayden 
Boatner was ordered to restore 
a semblance of order to the 
compounds. In a matter of days, 
the entire Koje-do camp was 
reconstructed. New enclosures, 
subdivided into four to eight 
compounds designed to 
accommodate five hu ndred 
prisoners each, were con­
structed. Segregating the 
prisoners into smaller groups, 
General Boatner shattered the 
communist prisoners' influence 
over the other prisoners and 
restored order in the camp. 

On 27 July 1953 a truce in 
Korea was officially estab­
liShed. As a formal branch of the 
Army, Military Police remain on 
duty in Korea patrolling the 
demilitarized zone. During the 
Korean conflict. the Military 
Police Corps sustained 
casualties of 151 wounded and 
54 killed. A breakdown of 
military police casualties 
revealed that thirty-nine had 
been killed in action, ten later 
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died from wounds, four had 
been reported missing and 
presumed dead, and one died in 
captivity. While the Military 
Police Corps was first in many 
things in Korea, it also claimed 
credit for being last in some 
things. This was true when the 
701 st Military Police Battalion 
was the last American unit to 
leave the Chinese mainland 
before the Communist advance. 
Thiswasalsotrueofthe military 
police w h o  were the last 
American troops to leave North 
Korea after the advance to the 
Yalu River. 

Preparing to patrol the 
demilitarized zone 

Vietnam War 

The nation's next major 
military involvement occurred 
in Southeast Asia in the 1960's. 
As  security deteriorated in 
SouthVietnam andthethreatto 
it from the Communist Bloc 
increased, U n i t e d  Sta tes  
involvement in the Vietnam 
War  escalated. W i t h  t h e  
increased deployment of United 
SJates Forces there, the need 
fo r  more  m i l i t a ry  po l i ce  
correspondingly grew. In 1965, 
battal ion-sized un i ts  were  
deployed in Vietnam under the 
command and control of the 
89th Military Police Group. 
These units provided area 
m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  s u p p o r t  
throughout the country. Their 
major tasks were to enforce 
United States military laws and 
provide security for American 
military installations, working 
areas, and quarters. The 
con t inued  bu i l dup  subse- 
quently led to the deployment of 
the 18th Military Police Brigade. 
the first unit of its kind to be 
employed in combat. 

The 18 th  Mil i tary Police 
Brigade became operational on 
26 September 1966. Initially. 

this Brigade was to assume 
command and control of all non- 
divisional militarypolice units in 
Vietnam. Until then, those units 
were under the control of 
commanders in their respective 
areas, primarily performing 
security missions in addition to 
maintaining law and order. The 
Vietnam Command desired 
more active involvement by the 
military police in direct support 
of combat operations. While at 
first the 18th MP Brigade 
performed many unusual and 
unfami l iar  tasks, as t ime  
progressed these unfamiliar 
tasks becamecommonplace MP 
m i s s i o n s .  M i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  
performed the usual law and 
order, physical security, traffic 
c o n t r o l  a n d  c o n f i n e m e n t  
missions. In combat operations. 
they could be found in their 
camouflaged fatigues patrolling 
the jungles and villages near 
Long Binh and in other areas 
throughout Vietnam. 

Their first large-scale, combat 
s u p p o r t  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  
"Operation Deckhouse IV" and 
" O p e r a t i o n  A t t l e b o r o . "  
conducted in November 1966. 

During these operations, MPs 
provided convoy security and 
traffic control. In "Operation 
Cedar Falls," the 18th Military 
Police Brigade supported the 
173d Airborne Brigade. This 
operation was a full-scalestrike 
on an area known as the Iron 
Triangle, a heavily jungled 
region near Cu Chi. Living and 
working in the field, the 720th 
Military Police Battalion began 
earning the Brigade's reputa- 
tion as "the only combat tested 
MP Brigade." One platoon of 
men spent twenty days in the 
field with the infantry. I n  
February 1967 the Brigade was 
involved in "Operation Junction 
City" with the 1st and 25th 
I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n s  a n d  
"Operation Thayer 11" with the 
1 st Cavalry D iv i s ion  ( A i r  
Mobile). In the latter operation, 
elements of C Company, 504th 
Military Police Battalion, joined 
the 1st Cavalry Division. In 
addition to detainee escort and 
route security, the MPs also 
performed as "tunnel rats," 
locating and destroying many 
enemy tunnels, as well as 
aiding in the capture of many 
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died from wounds, four had 
been reported missing and 
presumed dead, and one died in 
captivity. While the Military 
Police Corps was first in many 
things in Korea, it also claimed 
credit for being last in some 
things. This was true when the 
701 st Military Police Battalion 
was the last American unit to 
leave the Chinese mainland 
before the Communist advance. 
This was also true olthe military 
police who were the last 
American troops to leave North 
Korea after the advance to the 
Yalu River. 

Preparing to patrol the 
demilitarized zone 

The nation's next major 
military involvement occurred 
in Southeast Asia in the 1960's. 
As security deteriorated in 
South Vietnam and the threat to 
it from the Communist Bloc 
increased, United States 
involvement in the Vietnam 
War escalated. With the 
increased deployment of United 
States Forces there, the need 
for more military police 
correspondingly grew. In 1965, 
battalion-sized units were 
deployed in Vietnam under the 
command and control of the 
89th Military Police Group. 
These units provided area 
military police support 
throughout the country. Their 
major tasks were to enforce 
United States military laws and 
provide security for American 
military installations, working 
areas, and quarters. The 
continued buildup subse­
quently led to the deployment of 
the 18th MilitaryPolice Brigade, 
the first unit of its kind to be 
employed in combat. 

The 18th Military Police 
Brigade became operational on 
26 September 1966. Initially, 

Vietnam War 

this Brigade was to assume 
command and control of all non­
divisional military police units in 
Vietnam. Until then, those units 
were under the control of 
commanders in their respective 
areas, primarily performing 
security missions in addition to 
maintaining law and order. The 
Vietnam Command desired 
more active involvement by the 
military police in direct support 
of combat operations. While at 
first the 18th MP Brigade 
performed many unusual and 
unfamiliar tasks, as time 
progressed these unfamiliar 
tasks became commonplace MP 
missions. Military police 
performed the usual law and 
order, physical security, traffic 
control and confinement 
missions. In combat operations, 
they could be found in their 
camouflaged fatigues patrolling 
the jungles and villages near 
Long Binh and in other areas 
throughout Vietnam. 

Theirfirst large-scale, combat 
support operations were 
"Operation Deckhouse IV" and 
"Operation Attleboro," 
conducted in November 1966. 

During these operations, MPs 
provided convoy security and 
traffic control. In "Operation 
Cedar Falls," the 18th Military 
Police Brigade supported the 
173d Airborne Brigade. This 
operation was a full-scale strike 
on an area known as the Iron 
Triangle, a heavily jungled 
region near Cu Chi. Living and 
working in the field, the nOth 
Military Police Battalion began 
earning the Brigade's reputa­
tion as "the only combat tested 
MP Brigade." One platoon of 
men spent twenty days in the 
field with the infantry. In 
February 1967 the Brigade was 
involved in "Operation Junction 
City" with the 1 st and 25th 
Infantry Divisions and 
"0 peration Thayer II" with the 
1 st Cavalry Division lAir 
Mobile). I n the latter operation, 
elements of C Company, 504th 
Military Police Battalion, joined 
the 1 st Cavalry Division. In 
addition to detainee escort and 
route security, the MPs also 
performed as "tunnel rats," 
locating and destroying many 
enemy tunnels, as well as 
aiding in the capture of many 
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The 720th Military Police Battalion on convoy escort duty 

tscorting aeratnees 
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The 720th Military Police Battalion on convoy escort duty 

t scortmg aeramees 
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ln defense of Salgon 

suspected enemy soldiers. 
During April of that year, the 
brigade supported "Task Force 
Oregon" (later reinforced and 
redesignated the23d Infantry or 
"Amer i ca1  D i v i s i o n " )  i n  
southern Quang Ngai Province. 
In addition to many other 
missions, the brigade supplied 
security and route reconnais- 
sance as well as convoy escorts. 
The Summer of 1967 found the 
brigade continuing to provide 
support for large-scale combat 
operations such as "Billings," 
"Paddington." and "Euporia." 
Throughout the period the 
m i l i t a ry  po l i ce  cons tan t ly  
contended w i th  ambushes, 
mines, and snipers in the most 
vital and dangerous type of 
mission. 

I n  J u l y  1 9 6 7 ,  V - 1 0 0  
Commando armored cars  
became a welcome addition to 
the 720th and 504th Military 

Police Battalions. Prior to their and evaluated by the military 
arrival, the 18th Military Police police in Vietnam, resulting in 
Brigade depended on gun- a n  au tho r i za t i on  fo r  t he  
ieeps. The V-100 was tested procurement of seventy-two. 

V- 100 Commando armored C8rS 
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In defense of Saigon 

suspected enemy soldiers. 
During April of that year, the 
brigade supported "Task Force 
Oregon" (later reinforced and 
redesignated the 23d Infantry or 
"America I Division") in 
southern Quang Ngai Province. 
I n addition to many other 
missions, the brigade supplied 
security and route reconnais­
sance as well as convoy escorts. 
The Summer of 1967 found the 
brigade continuing to provide 
support for large-scale combat 
operations such as "Billings," 
"Paddington," and "Euporia." 
Throughout the period the 
military police constantly 
contended with ambushes, 
mines, and snipers in the most 
vital and dangerous type of 
mission. 

In July 1967, V-l00 
Commando armored cars 
became a welcome addition to 
the nOth and 504th Military 

Police Battalions. Prior to their 
arrival, the 1 Bth Military Police 
Brigade depended on gun­
jeeps. The V-I 00 was tested 

V-100 Commando armored cars 

and evaluated by the military 
police in Vietnam, resulting in 
an authorization for the 
procurement of seventy-two. 
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They provided a big morale 
boost for the MPs and were a 
great augmentation forthegun- 
jeeps. Due to added military 
police commitments and the 
fact that the battalion's V-100s 
were positioned in Saigon to 
assist the 716th MP Battalion, 
t h e  720th M P  B a t t a l i o n  
acqu i red  t w e l v e  a rmored  
personnel carriers armed with 
.50-caliber machine guns. The 
importance of pu t t ing  the  
carriers into action as soon as 
possible did not leave time for 
the MPs to receive formal 
instruction on the operation of 
this vehicle. The MPs instead 
took the initiative and learned 
on their own. 

In 1967. a cordon and search 
operation, "Operation Corral," 
occurred. It was designed to 
locate and destroy any enemy 
c lose - in  s t r i ke  capab i l i t y  
directed against the Long Binh 
Post complex. The operation 
began at precisely 1800 hours 
on 11 September 1967, as the 
thundering sound of helicop- 
ters, tanks, and armored per- 
sonnel carriers brought the 9th 
I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ' s  MP 
contingent into the staging 
area. Within the next five 
minutes over 250 men from the 
720th Military Police Battalion 
c o n v e r g e d  o n  t h e  a rea ,  
equipped with gunjeeps.V-100 
Commando cars, searchlights, 
loudspeakers and barbed wire 
barricades. As the infantry 
sealedandsecuredthearea and 
supporting helicopter gunships 
prowled the sky. the men of the 
720th combed through huts, 
muddy undergrowth and rice 
paddies. Their objective was to 
f lush out Viet Cong, VC 
sympathizers. enemy supplies 
and contraband. When the 
failing rays of sunsetturnedday 
into night. huge artillery flares 
and searchlights enabled the 
720th tocontinue its aggressive 
and intensivesearch aroundthe 
clock 

Following this action, the 
brigade was assigned the 

responsibility for the security of 
a twenty-two square mile area 
south of Long Binh, thus 
becoming the first mil itary 
police unit in history to man a 
tactical area of responsibility in 
a combat zone. This area 
contained hundreds of small 
streams and rivers where the 
military police set up night 
ambushes to stop theViet Cong 
w h o  w e r e  u s i n g  t h e s e  
wa te rways  as i n f i l t r a t i o n  
routes. Other military police 
activi t ies included sweeps, 
reconnaissance patrols, and 
cordon as wel l  as search 
operations. Becoming more 
involved in infantry activities, 
military police exchanged their 
shiny helmets andbrassardsfor 
bush hats and flak vests. They 
continued to conduct small unit 
operations in South Vietnam 
until31 January 1968 whenthe 
TET Offensive began. 

During theTET Offensive, the 
716th Military Police Battalion 
became involved in the Battleof 
Saigon: the fiercest battle in 
which a military police unit has 
e v e r  b e e n  e n g a g e d .  A t  
approximately 0300 hours, 31 
January 1968,  Viet Cong 
elements launched attacks 
within the Saigon area on such 
key targets as the Unitedstates 
Embassy, BOQ #3. the Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam 
(MACV) Annex Area, the 
Embassy Hotel, and in the 
vicinity of the race track on 
Plantation Road. Vier Cong 
un i ts  roamed the streets 
dressed in black uniforms or in 
civilian clothes with arm bands 
designating unit identification. 
M a n y  a l s o  w o r e  y e l l o w  
handkerchiefs around their 
necks. 

Shortly after 0300 hours, the 
MP guards at theEmbassywere 
attacked and two MPs were 
shot in the back. Patrols from 
the 716th quickly surrounded 
the area. The Viet Cong also set 
up a machine gun in a building 
across the street from the 
Embassy. When a two-man MP 

patrol stopped in front of the 
Embassy. both men were killed 
by automatic weapons and 
small arms fire. During the 
hours of darkness, choppers 
attempted to land a 1 0 l s t  
Airborne element on the 
Embassy  r o o f  b u t  w e r e  
constantly repelled. At 0630 
hours, the enemy machine gun 
was silenced and the MPs 
crashed the main gate and 
stormed into the Embassy 
grounds. At notime hadtheviet 
Cong gained entry into the 
Embassy building, but they 
were  on the surrounding 
grounds. As the MPs battledthe 
Viet Cong inside the grounds, 
the 1 0 1 s  Airborne landed on 
t h e  E m b a s s y  r o o f .  T h e  
paratroopers then proceeded 
down the stairs at the same' 
t ime as the MPs were coming 
inside the compound. The 
enemy was armed with AK 47s. 
machine pistols, and some 
r o c k e t  l a u n c h e r s .  T h i s  
engagement resulted in four 
MPs and nineteen Viet Cong 
being killed in action. 

At 0400 hours on the same 
morning, the 71 6th received a 
report that the Vier Cong had 
surrounded BOO #3. A reaction 
force was dispatched to assist 
there. As the force approached 
the BOO in four 1/4-ton 
vehicles and one 2 1/2-ton 
truck, theywere hit by claymore 
mines and recoilless rifle fire. 
Initially, approximately thirteen 
MPs were killed and thirteen 
others wounded in this action. 
A n  additonal reaction force then 
was dispatched to help recover 
the dead and wounded. Heavy 
fighting continued for thirteen 
to fourteen hours while the 
MPs, with infantry and armored 
support, cleared the area and 
retrieved bodies. 

At 0530 hours, across from 
the Korean Embassy, a jeep 
with anofficerandenlisted man 
in it from the 716th was hit by 
recoilless rifle fire, wounding 
both men. Soon after. a 
machine gun jeep from the 
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They provided a big morale 
boost for the MPs and were a 
great augmentation forthe gun­
jeeps. Due to added military 
police commitments and the 
fact that the battalion's V-100s 
were positioned in Saigon to 
assist the 716th MP Battalion, 
the 720th MP Battalion 
acqu ired twelve armored 
personnel carriers armed with 
.50-caliber machine guns. The 
importance of putting the 
carriers into action as soon as 
possible did not leave time for 
the MPs to receive formal 
instruction on the operation of 
this vehicle. The MPs instead 
took the initiative and learned 
on their own. 

In 1967, a cordon and search 
operation, "Operation Corral," 
occurred. It was designed to 
locate and destroy any enemy 
close-in strike capability 
directed against the Long Binh 
Post complex. The operation 
began at precisely 1800 hours 
on 11 September 1967, as the 
thundering sound of helicop­
ters, tanks, and armored per­
sonnel carriers brought the 9th 
Infantry Division's MP 
contingent into the staging 
area. Within the next five 
minutes over 250 men from the 
720th Military Police Battalion 
converged on the area, 
equipped with gun jeeps, V -100 
Commando cars, searchlights, 
loudspeakers and barbed wire 
barricades. As the Infantry 
sealed and secured the area and 
supporting helicopter gunships 
prowled the sky, the men of the 
720th combed through huts, 
muddy undergrowth and rice 
paddies. Their objective was to 
flush out Viet Cong, VC 
sympathizers, enemy supplies 
and contraband When the 
falling rays of sunset turned day 
into night, huge artillery flares 
and searchlights enabled the 
720th to continue its aggressive 
and intensive search around the 
clock 

Following this action, the 
brigade was assigned the 
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responsibility for the security of 
a twenty-two square mile area 
south of Long Binh, thus 
becoming the first military 
police unit in history to man a 
tactical area of responsibility in 
a combat zone. This area 
contained hundreds of small 
streams and rivers where the 
military police set up night 
ambushes to stop the Viet Cong 
who were using these 
waterways as infiltration 
routes. Other military police 
activities included sweeps, 
reconnaissance patrols, and 
cordon as well as search 
operations. Becoming more 
involved in infantry activities, 
military police exchanged their 
shiny helmets and brassards for 
bush hats and flak vests. They 
continued to conduct small unit 
operations in South Vietnam 
until31 January1968whenthe 
TET OffenSive began. 

DUring the TET Offensive, the 
716th Military Police Battalion 
became Involved in the Battle of 
Saigon: the fiercest battle in 
which a military police unit has 
ever been engaged. At 
approximately 0300 hours, 31 
January 1968, Viet Cong 
elements launched attacks 
within the Saigon area on such 
key targets as the United States 
Embassy, BOO 113, the Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam 
(MACV) Annex Area, the 
Embassy Hotel, and In the 
vicinity of the race track on 
Plantation Road. Viet Cong 
units roamed the streets 
dressed in black uniforms or in 
civilian clothes with arm bands 
designating unit identification. 
Many also wore yellow 
handkerchiefs around their 
necks. 

Shortly aher 0300 hours, the 
MP guards attheEmbassywere 
attacked and two MPs were 
shot in the back. Patrols from 
the 716th quickly surrounded 
the area. The Viet Cong also set 
up a machine gun in a building 
across the street from the 
Embassy. When a two-man MP 

patrol stopped in front of the 
Embassy, both men were killed 
by automatic weapons and 
small armS fire. During the 
hours of darkness, choppers 
attempted to land a 101 st 
Airborne element on the 
Embassy roof but were 
constantly repelled. At 0630 
hours, the enemy machine gun 
was silenced and the MPs 
crashed the main gate and 
stormed into the Embassy 
grounds. At notime hadtheViet 
Cong gained entry into the 
Embassy building, but they 
were on the surrounding 
grounds. As the MPs battled the 
Viet Cong inside the grounds, 
the 101 st Airborne landed on 
the Embassy roof. The 
paratroopers then proceeded 
down the stairs at the same 
time as the MPs were coming 
inside the compound, The 
enemy was armed with AK 47s, 
machine pistols, and some 
rocket launchers. This 
engagement resulted in four 
MPs and nineteen Viet Cong 
being killed in action. 

At 0400 hours on the same 
morning, the 716th received a 
report that the Viet Cong had 
surrounded BOO 113, A reaction 
force was dispatched to assist 
there, As the force approached 
the BOa in four 1/4-ton 
vehicles and one 2 1/2-ton 
truck, they were hit by claymore 
mines and recoilless rifle fire, 
Initially, approximately thirteen 
MPs were killed and thirteen 
others wounded in this action. 
An additonal reaction force then 
was dispatched to help recover 
the dead and wounded, Heavy 
fighting continued for thirteen 
to fourteen hours while the 
MPs, with infantry and armored 
support, cleared the area and 
retrieved bodies. 

At 0530 hours, across from 
the Korean Embassy, a jeep 
with an officer and enlisted man 
in it from the 716th was hit by 
recoilless rifle fire, wounding 
both men. Soon after, a 
machine gun Jeep from the 
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During the TET Of i rns~vr .  7P68 

716th was hit by small arms 
fire. The two MPs in it were 
killed and their machine gun 
was captured. The Viet Cong 
then took the machine gun to 
the Embassy Hotel roof and 
fired on MP patrols, Korean 
t r o o p s ,  a n d  V i e t n a m e s e  
National Policemen who were 
in t h e  area. The  7 1 6 t h  
responded by sending a 3.5 
Rocket Launcher team to the 
area. At 1630 hours the area 
was cleared and the machine 
gun recovered. 

At 0630 hours. an alert force 
from the 716th was pinned 
down in the vicinity of the race 
track and another alert force 
from the 71 6th was dispatched 
to its aid. As the vehicles 
proceeded down Plantation 
Road towardtheracetrack, they 
came under .50-caliber fire. Lt. 

Braddock. C/52dlnf. 716thwas 
killed by the automatic fire. The 
vehicle he was in then was hit 
by a sachet charge and burned. 
Another officer and two NCO's 
were wounded in a gallant but 
futile attempt to retrieve Lt. 
Braddock from the vehicle. 
Despite these loses the two 
alert forces linked up and 
engaged the enemy. Heavy 
fighting continued throughout 
the day. Additional assistance 
was requested and a mecha- 
nized infantry platoon was 
dispatched to the area. Fighting 
continued at the race track for 
a n  additional ten days. 

Many other areas in Saigon 
were under attack during this 
period with BOO'S, BEO's and 
National Police Headquarters 
being primary targets. At 0330, 
31 January 1968, a black 
civilian car came down the 

street toward the Presidental 
Palace. The vehicle failed to 
heed a warning to stop by the 
MP and was engaged and 
destroyed by two machine gun 
jeeps. Around 0800 hours, Viet 
Cong elements penetrated Tan 
Son Nhut Airbase and attemp- 
ted toattacktheMACVComplex 
located there. A reaction force 
from the 716th engaged the 
enemy in the vicinity of the 
MACV Annex. Joined bya back- 
up force from the 92d Military 
Police Battalion. MPs cleared 
the area at 1500 hours. 

On the 1 st of February, 1968, 
United States and ARVN (Army 
of the Republic of Vietnam) 
tactical units moved intosaigon 
a n d  a s s u m e d  c o n t r o l  of 
operations against the enemy. 
M P  patrols then were set up at 
strategic points in the city and 
the MPs also assisted in traffic 
c o n t r o l  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  
security at US facilities and 
installations. Sporadic fir ing 
continued for several, days. 
During the period from 31 
January to6  February 1968,the 
716th Military Police Battalion 
suffered twenty-seven killed 
and forty-five wounded in  
action while serving in the 
Saigon area. 

Another target of the TET 
Offensive of 1968 was Dalat. It 
was probably the scene of the 
heaviest fighting outside the 
Saigon area. Early in the 
morning on 31 January 1968 
large size enemy forces began 
to attack Dalat. The Viet Cong 
soon controlled all the roads 
into the town. The M P  villa was 
demolished by mortar and 
rocket fire. Two MPs were 
wounded and communications 
were lost within the city. A 
military reaction force extracted 
the MPs from their villa. As 
heavy mortar fire continued in 
the city, MPs who hadrelocated. 
in a medical villa came under 
ground attack. On 3 February 
1968, the MP personnel who 
had been driven from the villa 
returned to retrieve items of 
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716th was hit by small arms 
fire, The two MPs in it were 
killed and their machine gun 
was captured, The Viet Cong 
then took the machine gun to 
the Embassy Hotel roof and 
fired on MP patrols, Korean 
troops, and Vietnamese 
National Policemen who were 
in the area, The 716th 
responded by sending a 3,5 
Rocket Launcher team to the 
area, At 1630 hours the area 
was cleared and the machine 
gun recovered, 

At 0630 hours, an alert force 
from the 716th was pinned 
down in the vicinity of the race 
track and another alert force 
from the 716th was dispatched 
to its aid, As the vehicles 
proceeded down Plantation 
Road toward the race track, they 
came under ,50-caliber fire, Lt 

Braddock, C/52d Inf, 716th was 
killed by the automatic fire, The 
vehicle he was in then was hit 
by a sachel charge and burned, 
Another officer and two NCO 's 
were wounded in a gallant but 
futile attempt to retrieve Lt. 
Braddock from the vehicle, 
Despite these loses the two 
alert forces linked up and 
engaged the enemy, Heavy 
fighting continued throughout 
the day, Additional assistance 
was requested and a mecha­
nized infantry platoon was 
dispatched to the area , Fighting 
continued at the race track for 
an additional ten days, 

Many other areas in Saigon 
were under attack during this 
period with BOO's, BEO's and 
National Police Headquarters 
being primary targets , At 0330. 
31 January 1968. a black 
civilian car came down the 

street toward the Presidental 
Palace, The vehicle failed to 
heed a warning to stop by the 
MP and was engaged and 
destroyed by two machine gun 
jeeps, Around 0800 hours. Viet 
Cong elements penetrated Tan 
Son Nhut Airbase and attemp­
ted to attack the MACV Complex 
located there, A reaction force 
from the 716th engaged the 
enemy in the vicinity of the 
MACV Annex, Joined by a back­
up force from the 92d Military 
Police Battalion. MPs cleared 
the area at 1500 hours, 

On the 1 st of February. 1968. 
United States and ARVN (Army 
of the Republic of Vietnam) 
tactical units moved intoSaigon 
and assumed control of 
operations against the enemy, 
MP patrols then were set up at 
strategic points in the city and 
the MPs also assisted in traffic 
control and maintaining 
security at US facilities and 
installations, Sporadic firing 
continued for several days, 
During the period fro'm 31 
January t06 February 1968. the 
716th Military Police Battalion 
suffered twenty-seven killed 
and forty-five wounded in 
action while serving in the 
Saigon area. 

Another target of the TET 
OffenSive of 1968 was Dalat. It 
was probably the scene of the 
heaviest fighting outside the 
Saigon area. Early in the 
morning on 31 January 1968 
large size enemy forces began 
to attack Dalat, The Viet Cong 
soon controlled all the roads 
into the town. The MP villa was 
demolished by mortar and 
rocket fire, Two MPs were 
wounded and communications 
were lost within the city . A 
military reaction force extracted 
the MPs from their villa , As 
heavy mortar fire continued in 
the c·,ty. MPs who had relocated, 
in a medical villa came under 
ground attack . On 3 February 
1968. the MP personnel who 
had been driven from the villa 
returned to retrieve items of 
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Defendina the American Embassy, the 716th Military Polic- ~~~ 

Batra1ion:during TET. 1968 

equipment. They were able to 
recover vehicles, radios, and 
r e c o r d s  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  
abandoned during the init ial 
attack. Again, they received a 
small arms attack but sustained 
no additional casualties. As the 
remaining activity in the area 
began to center on the Dalat 
airfield. the MPs in the area 
responded to the crisis by 
providing reinforcements to  
friendly forces at that location. 
As fierce fighting continued on 
3 February. the city of Dalat 
became the only critical area in 
the I1 Corps tactical zone. With 
the airfield under Viet Cong 
control, the local defending 
elements, particularly the MPs, 
b e g a n  t o  r u n  l o w  o n  
a m m u n i t i o n .  A m m u n i t i o n  
resupply was completed by air. 
With a n  enemy battal ion 
believed still t o  be in the city on 
5 February 1968, additional MP 
replacements were flown into 
Dalat. Viet Cong elements 
continued to hold two strong 
points in the city until 9 
February when they finally 
were forced t o  withdraw. 

The Viet Cong also launched 
mortar and rocket attacks 
against the city of Kontum 
during the early morning hours 

e n e m y  c o n t a c t  c e a s e d  
completely on 7 February 1968, 
and normal M P  operations 
resumed. 

G -. . . -1.11., I 

M i l i t a r y  P o l i c e  Ba 
cantonment area rect 

8 .  A n  mortar attack. Street 
-sized and resistance by enem 
n u e d  continued in Qui Nhc 
l e  day approximately 7 Februai 
j from O n  3 February 1968, L 
lilitarv frnm th- 177th hniiitar 

c anuary 1968  

e n e m y  f o r c e  c o n t i  
bombarding the city as tt 
progressed. MP element: 
B Company, 504th M , 

Police Battalion, provided early 
warning of enemy infiltrators 
and  r e t u r n e d  sn iper  f i r e  
throughout the city. Sporadic 
action continued there during 
the following week. marked by 
s m a l l  u n i t  con tac ts  and  
exchanges of small arms fire. 
Activity finally subsided after 
one week and theMPs resumed 
normal activities. 

The city of Pleiku likewise 
began receiving mortar attacks 
during the morning of 30 
January 1968. A battalion-sized 
enemy force launched a ground 
a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  c i t y  
immediately fo l low ing  the  
mortar barrages. MPs from B 
Company, 504th Military Police 
B a t t a l i o n ,  s u c c e e d e d  i n  
t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  p r o v o s t  
marshal's office from Pleiku to 
Camp Schmidt during the initial 
stages of t h e  encoun te r .  
Throughout the following week 
numerous incidents of sniping 
w e r e  repor ted  and  sma l l  
pockets of enemy resistance 
reduced. Street fighting and 

At approximately 0300 hours 
on 31 January 1968, the Qui 
N h o n  A m m u n i t i o n  Supp ly  
Depot at Valley F received re- 
coilless rifle fire. This area was 
secured by guards from the 93d 
Military Police Battalion. There 
were no personnel casualties, 
but two pads of ammunition 
were destroyed. During the 
same period enemy forces 
attacked the city of Qui Nhon 
and temporarily occupied the 
radio and railroad stations 
there. The enemy was routed 
that same day. On the morning 

t t a l i o n  
eived a 
fighting 
~y forces 
i n  unti l 
ry 1968. 
t. Banks 

.._.., .. ._ , -, .. , y Police 
Company was fatally wounded 
as he attempted to flush a 
sniper from a building in the 
city. At  the time, Lt. Banks was 
part ic ipat ing in Combined 
Police patrol activities with the 
Vietnamese National Police. 
T h e  9 3 d  M i l i t a r y  Po l i ce  
Battalion was able to reinforce 
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Defending the American Embassy, the 716th Military Police 
Battalion, dUflng TET, 1968 

equipment . They were able to 
recover vehicles, radios, and 
records which they had 
abandoned during the initial 
attack. Again , they received a 
small arms attack but sustained 
no additional casualties . As the 
remaining activity in the area 
began to center on the Dalat 
airfield, the MPs in the area 
responded to the crisis by 
providing reinforcements to 
friendly forces at that location, 
As fierce fighting continued on 
3 February, the city of Dalat 
became the only critical area in 
the \I Corps tactical zone. With 
the airfield under Viet Cong 
control, the local defending 
elements, particularly the MPs, 
began to run low on 
ammunition. Ammunition 
resupply was completed by air. 
With an enemy battalion 
believed still to be in the city on 
5 February 1968, additional MP 
replacements were flown into 
Dalat . Viet Cong elements 
continued to hold two strong 
points in the city until 9 
February when they finally 
were forced to withdraw. 

The Viet Cong also launched 
mortar and rocket attacks 
against the city of Kontum 
during the early morning hours 
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of 31 January 1968 . An 
esti mated two-battal ior -sized 
enemy force continued 
bombarding the city as the day 
progressed. MP elements from 
B Company, 504th Military 
Police 8attalion, provided early 
warning of enemy infiltrators 
and returned sniper fire 
throughout the city. Sporadic 
action continued there during 
the following week, marked by 
small unit contacts and 
exchanges of small arms fire . 
Activity finally subsided after 
one week and the MPs resumed 
normal activities. 

The city of Pleiku likewise 
began receiving mortar attacks 
during the morning of 30 
January 1968. A battalion-sized 
enemy force launched a ground 
attack against the city 
immediately following the 
mortar barrages. MPs from B 
Company, 504th Military Police 
Battalion , succeeded i n 
transferring the provost 
marshal 's office from Ple ik u to 
Camp Schmidt during the initial 
stages of the encounter . 
Throughout the following week 
numerous incidents of sniping 
were reponed and small 
pockets of enemy resistance 
reduced. Street fighting and 

enemy contact ceased 
completely on 7 February 1968, 
and normal MP operations 
resumed, 

At approximately 0300 hours 
on 31 January 1968, the Qui 
Nhon Ammunition Supply 
Depot at Valley F received re­
coilless rifle fire. This area was 
secured by guards from the 93d 
M il itary Pol ice Batta lion . There 
were no personnel casualties, 
but two pads of ammunition 
were destroyed. During the 
same period enemy forces 
attacked the city of Qui Nhon 
and temporarily occupied the 
radio and railroad stations 
there. The enemy was routed 
that same day. On the morning 
of 1 February 1968, the 93d 
Military Police Battalion 
cantonment area received a 
mortar attack, Street fighting 
and resistance by enemy forces 
continued in Qui Nhon until 
approximately 7 February 1968. 
On 3 February 1968, Lt. Banks 
from the 127th Military Police 
Company was fatally wounded 
as he attempted to flush a 
sniper from a building in the 
city. At the t ime, Lt . Banks was 
participating in. Combined 
Police patrol activities w ith the 
Vietnamese National Pol ice. 
The 93d Military Police 
Battalion was able to reinforce 

Military Police in combat 
TET, 1968 



the defenses at the Valley F 
Supply Depot on 3 February 
1968 with the addition of a 
105mm Howitzer Battery. By 8 
February 1968, conditions were 
stable in the city and refugees 
who had fled from there began 
to return. The MP carefully 
screened them in order to 
prevent infiltration by the Viet 
Cong. 

Enemy activity at the Ban M e  
Thout during TET consisted of 
major rocket and mortar attacks 
in and around the city including 
the local airfield. These attacks 
began on the morning of 31 
Januaryand continueduntilthe 
7th of February 1968. On the 
morning of 2 February, three 
MP sentry dog handlers were 
wounded by an explosion of 
unknown origin while working 
in the kennel area of the 981 st 
Military Police Company. 

Cam Rahn Bay experienced 
very little overt enemy activity 
during the 1968 TET period. On 
the morning of 31 January, a 
N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  A r m y  
frogman trained in demolitions 
and assigned the mission of 
sabotaging friendly vessels was 
captured in the harbor. The 
mayor of Cam R a h n  Bay 
immediately placed the civilian 

population under strict curfew 
and limited water traffic by 
Vietnamese nationals in the 
harbor area. During the next 
week, there were numerous 
sightings of frogman activity in 
the Cam Rahn Bay area. 
Elements of the 97th Military 
Police Battalion. particularly 
those from the 981st Military 
PoliceCompany(SD)assisted in 
the search for infiltrators i n  the 
bay. 

On the morning o f30  January 
1968, the city of NhaTrang and 
surrounding installations began 
receiving mortar attacks. A 
ground attack followed and 
large numbers of enemy troops 
entered the city. Street fighting 
was heavy, and resistance 
continued for the next two or 
three days. Several unsuccess- 
ful attempts were made by the 
enemy to seizethe local railroad 
stat ion. The element that  
invaded the city was estimated 
to be a two-battalion-sized 
force. One prong of the attack 
was directed at the 272d 
M i l i t a r y  Po l i ce  Company  
compound. By 3 February 1968. 
the civilian population began 
moving from the area. For 
several days, resistance was 
strong within the city. but it 

Security patrol, Long Binh 

s u b s i d e d  g r a d u a l l y  unt i l  
approximately 7 February 1968. 
when operations returned to 
normal. The rapid reaction of 
the MPs during this engage- 
ment succeeded in delaying the 
enemy forces and diverting the 
direction of their ground attack. 

At approximately0300 hours, 
31 January, coordinated attacks 
were launched on the Bien Hoa 
Airbase, II Field Force Vietnam 
Headquarters, the Long Binh 
Ammunition Supply Depot, and 
v a r i o u s  o t h e r  f r i e n d l y  
installations in the local area. 
Following a mortar and rocket 
attack, the perimeteroftheBien 
Hoa Airbase was penetrated. 
The city of Bien Hoa. patrolled 
by elements of the 720th 
Military Police Battalion. also 
w a s  i n f i l t r a t e d  by  l a rge  
numbers of Viet Cong. Al l  roads 
into and out of the city were 
controlled by the enemy. After 
the attackers had succeeded in 
destroying one building andtwo 
jet aircraft, friendly forces killed 
101 enemy and reestablished 
the perimeter of the airbase. 
The Long Binh Ammunition 
Supply Depot was penetrated by 
a company sized unit employing 
sapper techniques. Bangalore 
torpedos and satchel charges 
were planted on several pads of 
ammunition in the area. Two 
security personnel, one from 
t h e  9 5 t h  M i l i t a r y  Pol ice 
Battalion and one from the 
212th Military Police (Sentry 
Dog) Company, were killed. One 
pad of ammunition was blown. 
producing secondary explo- 
sions by two additional pads. 
Ammunition loss was set at 
$1,677,000.00. The enemy 
capability for large scale attacks 
was quickly reduced by friendly 
forces using rapid ground 
counterattacks and supporting 
artillery and air fire. However. 
for several days, harrassing 
incidents including light mortar 
and rocket attacks continued. 

By 1 February 1968, refugees 
were leaving the area in large 
numbers. It was felt that many 
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the defenses at the Valley F 
Supply Depot on 3 February 
1968 with the addition of a 
105mm Howitzer 8attery. By 8 
February 1968, conditions were 
stable in the city and refugees 
who had fled from there began 
to return. The MP carefully 
screened them in order to 
prevent infiltration by the Viet 
Congo 

Enemy activity at the Ban Me 
Thout during TET consisted of 
major rocket and mortar attacks 
in and around the city including 
the local airfield. These attacks 
began on the morning of 31 
January and continued until the 
7th of February 1968. On the 
morning of 2 February, three 
MP sentry dog handlers were 
wounded by an explosion of 
unknown origin while working 
in the kennel area of the 981 st 
Military Police Company. 

Cam Rahn Bay experienced 
very little overt enemy activity 
during the 1968 TET period. On 
the morning of 31 January, a 
North Vietnamese Army 
frogman trained in demolitions 
and assigned the mission of 
sabotaging friendly vessels was 
captured in the harbor. The 
mayor of Cam Rahn Bay 
immediately placed the civilian 
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population under strict curfew 
and limited water traffic by 
Vietnamese nationals in the 
harbor area. During the next 
week, there were numerous 
sightings of frogman activity in 
the Cam Rahn Bay area. 
Elements of the 97th Military 
Police Battalion, particularly 
those from the 981 st Military 
Police Company (SD) assisted in 
the search for infiltrators in the 
bay. 

On the morning of30January 
1968, the city of N ha Trang and 
surrounding installations began 
receiving mortar attacks. A 
ground attack followed and 
large numbers of enemy troops 
entered the city. Street fighting 
was heavy, and resistance 
continued for the next two or 
three days. Several unsuccess­
ful attempts were made by the 
enemy to seize the local railroad 
station. The element that 
invaded the city waS estimated 
to be a two-battalion-sized 
force. One prong of the attack 
was directed at the 272d 
Military Police Company 
compound. By 3 February 1968, 
the civilian population began 
moving from the area. For 
several days, resistance was 
strong within the city, but it 

subsided gradually until 
approximately 7 February 1968, 
when operations returned to 
normal. The rapid reaction of 
the MPs during this engage­
ment succeeded in delaying the 
enemy forces and diverting the 
direction of their ground attack. 

At approximately0300 hours, 
31 January, coordinated attacks 
were launched on the Bien Hoa 
Airbase, II Field Force Vietnam 
Headquarters, the Long Binh 
Ammunition Supply Depot, and 
various other friendly 
installations in the local area. 
Following a mortar and rocket 
attack, the perimeter of the Bien 
Hoa Airbase was penetrated. 
The city of Bien Hoa, patrolled 
by elements of the 720th 
Military Police Battalion, also 
was infiltrated by large 
numbers of Viet Congo All roads 
into and out of the city were 
controlled by the enemy. After 
the attackers had succeeded in 
destroying one building and two 
jet aircraft, friendly forces killed 
101 enemy and reestablished 
the perimeter of the airbase. 
The Long Binh Ammunition 
Supply Depot was penetrated by 
a company sized unit employing 
sapper techniques. Bangalore 
torpedos and satchel charges 
were planted on several pads of 
ammunition in the area. Two 
security personnel, one from 
the 95th Military Police 
Battalion and one from the 
212th Military Police (Sentry 
Dog) Company, were killed. One 
pad of ammunition was blown, 
producing secondary explo­
sions by two additional pads. 
Ammunition loss was set at 
$1,677,000.00. The enemy 
capability for large scale attacks 
was Quickly reduced by friendly 
forces using rapid ground 
counterattacks and supporting 
artillery and air fire. However, 
for several days, harrassing 
incidents including light mortar 
and rocket attacks continued. 

By 1 February 1968, refugees 
were leaving the area in large 
numbers. It was felt that many 
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Enroute to the objective 

normal operations at once. The 
combined police patrol, utilizing 
part of the720th Military Police 
Battalion, the national police. 
and the Vietnamese military 
police, resumed patrol activities 
on highway 1 A from Long Binh 
to Saigon. By 5 February 1968. 
normal operations had been 
reestabl ished in the  Long 
Binh/Bien Hoa areas. 

On 31 January 1968. Vinh 
Long was attacked by an 
estimated force of two enemy 
battalions. The assault began 
with mortar attacks followed by 
ground attacks. One MP from 
the  148 th  Mi l i ta ry  Police 
Platoon was wounded. On 1 
February 1968, Vinh Long 
rece ived add i t iona l  heavy 
mortar and small arms attacks 
directed at the city and its 
airfield. The MP Villa .was 
evacuated due to attacks on the 
site, and the personnel from it 
moved to the airfield. Several 

enemy soldiers would attempt 
to leave the area along wlth the 
refugees. Therefore, checkpoint 
operations were intensified by 
the local MPs. Local barge and 
shipping sites began to receive 
isolated attacks. Retreating 
enemy soldiers were believed to 
be responsible for the burning 
of many homes in their path. In 
conjunction with an attack on 
the Cogido Barge site. secured 
by the 95th Military Police 
Battalion, enemy forces burned 
the village to the ground. 
Fr iend ly  fo rces  f r o m  the  
battalion, who were responding 
to the activity in the area. were 
ambushed. While firefights and 
resistance continued in the 
area, sweep and  search 
operations were initiated by 
friendly tactical Lnits. 

On 2 February 1968, the 
village of Thu Duo received an 
enemy ground attack. When the 
Thu Duo highway patrol station 

was threatened, the 720th 
M i l i t a r y  Po l ice  Bat ta l ion .  
equipped with MI 13 vehicles. 
reinforced the station and 
established critical checkpoints 
in the area. By3 February 1968. 
e n e m y  a c t i v i t y  i n  L o n g  
B inh /B ien  Hoa had been 
reduced to small pockets Of 

resistance. Attempts then were 
made by the 720th Military 
Police Battalion to resume its 
normal operation of escorting 
replacements and rotatees to 
and from the Bien Hoa Airbase. 
However, the operation was 
postponed due to the S t i l l  
existing enemy threat. Facing a 
tremendous backlog at local 
docks, mail, and fuel sites, and 
other ac t i v i t ies  t h a t  had 
suspended actions during the 
hostilities. the 720th Military 
Police Battalion then began to 
restore convoy Operations. 
S h o r t a g e s  i n  f u e l  a n d  
ammunition made it imperative 
that resupply convoys return to 
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enemy soldiers would attempt 
to leave the area along with the 
refugees. Therefore, checkpoint 
operations were intensified by 
the local MPs. Local barge and 
shipping sites began to receive 
isolated attacks. Retreating 
enemy soldiers were bel ieved to 
be responsible for the burning 
of many homes In their path. In 
conju nction with an attack on 
the Cogldo Barge site, secured 
by the 95th Military Police 
Battalion, enemy forces burned 
the village to the ground. 
Friendly forces from the 
battalion, who were responding 
to the actIvity in Hl€ area, were 
ambushed While flrefights and 
resistance continued in the 
area, sweep and search 
operations were initiated by 
friendly tactical Lnits. 

On 2 February 1968, the 
village of Thu Duo received an 
enemy ground attack When the 
Thu Duo highway patrol station 
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was threatened, the 720th 
Military Police Battalion, 
equipped with M113 vehicles, 
reinforced the station and 
established critical checkpoints 
in the area. By 3 February 1968, 
enemy activity in Long 
Binh/Bien Hoa had been 
reduced to smail pockets of 
resistance. Attempts then were 
made by the 720th Military 
Police Battalion to resume its 
normal operation of escorting 
replacements and rotatees to 
and from the Bien Hoa Airbase. 
However, the operation was 
postponed due to the stili 
existing enemy threat. Facing a 
tremendous backlog at local 
docks, mail, and fuel sites, and 
other activities that had 
suspended actions during the 
hostilities, the 720th Military 
Police Battalion then began to 
restore convoy operations. 
Shortages in fuel and 
ammunition made it imperative 
that resupply convoys return to 

E nroute to the objective 

normal operations at once. The 
combined police patrol, utilizing 
part of the 720th Military Police 
Battalion, the national police, 
and the Vietnamese military 
police, resumed patrol activities 
on highway 1 A from Long Binh 
to Saigon. By 5 February 1968, 
normal operations had been 
reestablished in the Long 
Binh/Bien Hoa areas. 

On 31 January 1968, Vinh 
Long was attacked by an 
estimated force of two enemy 
battalions. The assault began 
with mortar attacks followed by 
ground attacks. One MP from 
the 148th Military Police 
Platoon waS wounded. On 1 
February 1968, Vinh Long 
received additional heavy 
mortar and smail arms attacks 
directed at the city and its 
airfield. The MP Villa ·was 
evacuated due to attacks on the 
site, and the personnel from it 
moved to the airfield. Several 



items of equipment had to be 
abandoned when they evacu- 
ated the area. Enemy forces 
then proceeded to occupy the 
military police billets. On 2 
February 1968, attempts were 
made to reoccupy the villa, but 
the first ones were unsuccess- 
ful. The men of the 148th 
M i l i t a r y  P o l i c e  P l a t o o n  
remained with personnel from 
the 212th MP Company(SD) at 
the airfield until they were able 
to return to their villa later that 
day. By 3 February 1968, the 
MP elements inVinh Long were 
ab le  t o  r e s u m e  r e g u l a r  
operations, although sporadic 
resistance was still in evidence 
within the city. 

Can Tho City and airfield 
received mortar and ground 
attacks on the morning of 31 

January. The airbase was 
penetrated but the attack was 
repulsed, resulting in six Viet 
Cong being killed in action. In 
addition, an estimated fifty to 
seventy-five Viet Cong were 
killed in the city as a result of 
street fighting. The MP Villa in 
C a n  T h o  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  
numerous small arms attacks. 
US civilians from the area were 
moved into the military police 
compound for security reasons. 
On 1 February. fighting in the 
city continued, and the MP 
station received small arms fire. 
By 3 February. MP operations 
were almost back to normal in 
Can Tho with the exception of 
highway patrols. They could not 
be resumed because Highway 
Four was closed totraffic. It was 
blocked by several b lown  
bridges and other obstacles. 

SOC Trang began to receive 
mortar and ground attacks on 
the morning of 31 January. 
Whi le they were generally 
unsuccessful, enemy troops 
dug in around the airfield and 
offered substantial resistance 
for a time. Street fighting and 
sporadic resistance continued 
for the next two or three days, 
but by 3 February, operations 
were almost back to normal. 

The employment of  M P  
f i r e p o w e r ,  m o b i l i t y .  a n d  
communications during theTET 
Offensive in the Republic of 
Vietnam provided a first line of 
defense against enemy combat 
forces. O n  many occasions 
during that crisis, MPs were the 
first to become aware of enemy 
threats and to become engaged 
in open combat in major cities 

Security for civilian internees 
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items of equipment had to be 
abandoned vvhen they evacu­
ated the area. Enemy forces 
then proceeded to occupy the 
military police billets. On 2 
February 1968, attempts vvere 
made to reoccupy the villa, but 
the first ones vvere unsuccess­
ful. The men of the 148th 
Military Police Platoon 
remained vvith personnel from 
the 212th MP Company (SD) at 
the airfield until they vvere able 
to return to their villa later that 
day. 8y 3 February 1968, the 
MP elements in Vinh Long vvere 
able to resume regular 
operations, although sporadic 
resistance was still in evidence 
vvithin the city. 

Can Tho City and airfield 
received mortar and ground 
attacks on the morning of 31 

Security for civilian internees 

January. The airbase vvas 
penetrated but the attack vvas 
repulsed, resulting in six Viet 
Cong being killed in action. In 
addition, an estimated fifty to 
seventy-five Viet Cong vvere 
killed in the city as a result of 
street fighting. The MP Villa in 
Can Tho also received 
numerous small arms attacks. 
US civilians from the area were 
moved into the military police 
compound for security reasons. 
On 1 February, fighting in the 
city continued, and the MP 
station received small arms fire. 
By 3 February, MP operations 
vvere almost back to normal in 
Can Tho vvith the exception of 
highvvay patrols. They could not 
be resumed because Highvvay 
Four vvas closed to traffic. It vvas 
blocked by severa I blovvn 
bridges and other obstacles. 

Soc Trang began to receive 
mortar and ground attacks on 
the morning of 31 January. 
While they vvere generally 
unsuccessful, enemy troops 
dug in around the airfield and 
offered substantial resistance 
for a time. Street fighting and 
sporadic resistance continued 
for the next tvvo or three days, 
but by 3 February, operations 
were almost back to normal. 

The employment of MP 
firepovver, mobility, and 
communications during the TET 
Offensive in the Republic of 
Vietnam provided a first line of 
defense against enemy combat 
forces. On many occasions 
during that crisis, MPs vvere the 
first to become avvare of enemy 
threats and to become engaged 
in open combat in major cities 
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and other built-upareas. During 
this general offensive the MPs 
r e s p o n d e d  r a p i d l y  a n d  
prevented or delayed Viet Cong 
as well  as North Vietnamese 
Army attempts t o  infi l trate 
major cities throughout the 
Republic. The ability of the MPs 
to remain in direct contact with 
the enemy and to block their 
advance, pending the arrival of 
tactical units, attests t o  their 
close affinity to a combat arm. 
Even after the arrival of tactical 
units, the MPs remained on the 
scene and performed a variety 
of direct support missions 
including escorting convoys 
carrying critical supplies and 
equipment, evacuating prison- 
ers, and providing security at 
vital installations. 

The 18 th  Mil i tary Police 
Brigade also performed "sea 
duty" during the Vietnam War Controlling traffic and patrolling the highway 

by providing port and river 
security. An example of this supplies. The 218th Military operation wassupplemented by 
t y p e  o f  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  Police Company, assumed using a Boston Whaler for 
conducted at the tiny port of responsibilityfor thesecurityof patrolling the shoreline to 
Vung Tau Bay. This port was a this6 1 /2  squaremilebay using intercept would-be Viet Cong 
vital area because it was the river patrol boats equipped with swimmers before they entered 
disembarkation point for many .50-caliber machine guns. This the water. 

Securing the waterways 
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and other built-up areas. During 
this general offensive the MPs 
responded rapidly and 
prevented or delayed Viet Cong 
as well as North Vietnamese 
Army attempts to infiltrate 
major cities throughout the 
Republic. The ability of the MPs 
to remain in direct contact with 
the enemy and to block their 
advance, pending the arrival of 
tactical units, attests to their 
close affinity to a combat arm. 
Even after the arrival of tactical 
units, the MPs remained on the 
scene and performed a variety 
of direct support missions 
including escorting convoys 
carrying critical supplies and 
equipment, evacuating prison­
ers, and providing security at 
vital installations. 

The 18th Military Police 
Brigade also performed "sea 
duty" during the Vietnam War 
by providing port and river 
security. An example of thiS 
type of operation was 
conducted at the tiny port of 
Vung Tau Bay. This port was a 
vital area because it was the 
disembarkation point for many 

Securing the waterways 
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Controlling traffic and patrolling the highway 

supplies. The 218th Military 
Police Company, assumed 
responsibility for the security of 
this61 12 square mile bay using 
river patrol boats equipped with 
.50-caliber machine guns. This 

operation was supplemented by 
using a Boston Whaler for 
patrolling the shoreline to 
intercept wou Id- be Viet Cong 
swimmers before they entered 
the water. 



Convoy escorts were also 
routine missions for the MPs. 
One such mission, considered 
by many to be the most 
dangerous, was a convoy from 
Qui Nhon to Plei Djereng in 
support of Cambodian opera- 
tions. The 150-plus-miles trip 
w a s  t h r o u g h  t reacherous  
terrain that invited Vier Cong 
ambushes. The road through it 
degenerated from pock-marked 
pavement to dirt road unti l 
finally becoming a jungle trail. 

On the morning of 30 March 
1973, the 18th Military Police 
Brigade was inactivated at the 
US Army Personnel Center, 
Oakland, California. It was the 
last major color-bearing unit to 

leave Vietnam. The largest and 
only combat tested military 
police brigade in the history of 
the Military Police Corps had 
distinguished itself in its six 
plus years of activationandduty 
in Vietnam. For outstanding 
service. seven Brigade units, in 
addition to the 716th Military 
Po l ice  Bat ta l ion .  rece ived 
Presidential Uni t  Citations; 
three units received Valorous 
Unit Awards; fifty-six received 
Meri tor ious Un i t  Citations; 
seventeen u n i t s  rece ived 
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry 
Cross Unit Citations; and eight 
units received Republic of 
Vietnam Civil Actions Uni t  
Citations. In Vietnam the 18th 

Military Police Brigade assisted 
the combat commander in 
m a i n t a i n i n g  d isc ip l ine  by 
enforcing l aw  and  order; 
securing lines of communica- 
tions; destroying Vier Cong 
roadblocks and ambushes; 
c o l l e c t i n g ,  h o l d i n g ,  a n d  
evacuating refugees as well as 
prisoners of war; establishing 
ambush sites and running 
patrols; and actively partici- 
pating in tactical operations. 
T h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  se rv i ce  
performed by MPs in tactical 
operations during the Vietnam 
War culminated in the Military 
PoliceCorps being redesignated 
asan armandaservicewiththe 
primary mission of combat 
SUDDOR. 

Military police on ambush patrol 
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Convoy escorts were also 
routine missions for the MPs. 
One such mission, considered 
by many to be the most 
dangerous, was a convoy from 
Qui Nhon to Plei D,ereng in 
support of Cambodian opera­
tions. The 150-plus-miles trip 
was through treacherous 
terrain that invited Viet Cong 
ambushes. The road through it 
degenerated from pock-marked 
pavement to dirt road until 
finally becoming a jungle trail. 

On the morning of 30 March 
1973, the 18th Military Police 
8rigade was inactivated at the 
US Army Personnel Center, 
Oakland, California. It was the 
last major color-bearing unit to 

leave Vietnam. The largest and 
only combat tested military 
police brigade in the history of 
the Military Police Corps had 
distinguished itself in its six 
plus years of activation and duty 
in Vietnam. For outstanding 
service, seven Brigade units, in 
addition to the 716th Military 
Police 8attalion, received 
Presidential Unit Citations; 
three units received Valorous 
Unit Awards; fifty-six received 
Meritorious Unit Citations; 
seventeen units received 
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry 
Cross Unit Citations; and eight 
units received Republic of 
Vietnam Civil Actions Unit 
Citations. In Vietnam the 18th 

Military Police Brigade assisted 
the combat commander in 
maintaining discipline by 
enforcing law and order; 
securing lines of communica­
tions; destroying Viet Cong 
roadblocks and ambushes; 
collecting, holding, and 
evacuating refugees as well as 
prisoners of war; establishing 
ambush sites and running 
patrols; and actively partici­
pating in tactical operations. 
The outstanding service 
performed by MPs in tactical 
operations during the Vietnam 
War culminated in the Military 
Police Corps being redesignated 
as an arm and a service with the 
primary mission of combat 
support. 

Military police on ambush patrol 
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Grenada 

On October 25,1983, the82d 
Airborne Division, America's 
Guard of Honor, was called into 
combat to f ree American 
students and  l iberate the  
oppressed people of the tiny 
Caribbean island of Grenada. 
One of the key elements 
contributing to the overall 
success of that operation was 
the performance of the men of 
the 8 2 d  MP Company. In 
Operation "Urgent Fury" the 
82d's MPs were tasked with a 
multitude of missions, ranging 
from combat action to garrison 
duty, under tough conditions. 
Upon  no t i f i ca t i on  of t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n ' s  
Provost Marshal Office and the 
MP company supported the 
division's deployment. MPs 
provided numerous escorts, as 
well as traffic control points, to 
e n s u r e  t h e  e x p e d i t i o u s  
movement of personnel and 
equipment to staging areas. 
Due to the nature of the 
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to provide required deployment 
support.  Coordination and  
implementation of the move 
wen t  smoothly and were  
effected on 29 October. 

On October 25. three squads 
of the 2d MP Platoon deployed 
with the 2d  Battalion (Abn), 
325th Infantry. Upon arrival in 
Grenada, the 2d Squad of the 
p la toon w a s  immed ia te l y  
assigned the duty of enemy 
prisoner of war collection, as 
well as holding and processing 
them for the task force. The 1 st 

.and 3d MP Squads handled 
detainee and refugee control at 
the Point Salines airfield along 
w i t h  c l e a r i n g  m a n m a d e  
structures from it. The 4th M" 
Squad arrived later that day an 
took over security for th 
battalion tactical operation 
center. On October 26, the 1 L 
and 3 d  MP Squads were move- 
to the True Blue Medical 
College, which served as a 
refugee center. Given the 
mission of providing securityfor 

cuation of US and 
ivilians. these squads 
I there until October 
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war camp and remained there 
until relieved by the 118th 
Militan/ Police Company (Abn) 
on October 28. After being 
attached to the Combat Support 
Company. 3 d  Battalion (Abn). 
325th Infantry. the 4th MP 
S q u a d  p e r f o r m e d  a r e a  
reconnaissance and cleared 
bu i l d ings  unti l assuming 
responsibility for security at the 
brigade tact ical operations 
center. On October 29, three 
squads of the 2d  MP Platoon 
were pulled by division and 
assigned law  enforcement 
du t ies  work ing  w i t h  t h e  
Caribbean Peacekeeping Force 
in St. George's. They were 
joined there by the remaining 

' ifter its release from 
Tactical Operations 

ecurity duties by the GS 
1 on O c t o b e r  30. 
iibilities of the 2d MP 

I ly.vvll inSt.George'sincluded 
joint patrols with the Caribbean 
Peacekeeping Force, checking 
out suspected Cuban hideouts 
and weapon caches, prison 
security. and VIP security. 
These missions continued until 
the 2d  MP Platoon was relieved 
bya  platoonofthe21stMilitary 
Police Company. 503d Military 
Police Battalion. 
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On October 25,1983, the82d 
Airborne Division, America 's 
Guard of Honor, was called into 
combat to free American 
students and liber~te the 
oppressed people of the tiny 
Caribbean island of Grenada. 
One of the key elements 
contributing to the overall 
success of that operation was 
the performance of the men of 
the 82d MP Company. In 
Operation " Urgent Fury" the 
82d's MPs were tasked with a 
multitude of missions, ranging 
from combat action to garrison 
duty, under tough conditions. 
Upon notification of the 
operation, the Division's 
Provost Marshal Office and the 
MP company supported the 
division's deployment. MPs 
provided numerous escorts, as 
well as traffic control points, to 
ensure the expeditious 
movement of personnel and 
equipment to staging areas. 
Due to the nature of the 
operation, the general support 
platoon significantly increased 
security at division head­
quarters. As the deployment 
schedule for the MP company 
became clear, provision was 
made with the XVIII Airborne 
Corps Provost Marshal Office 
for the lalter to assume the 
division's MP garrison law 
enforcement mission, as well as 
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to provide required deployment 
support . Coordination and 
implementation of the move 
went smoothly and were 
effected on 29 October. 

On October 25, three squads 
of the 2d MP Platoon deployed 
with the 2d Battalion (Abn), 
325th Infantry. Upon arrival in 
Grenada, the 2d Squad of the 
platoon was immediately 
assigned the duty of enemy 
prisoner of war collection, as 
well as holding and processing 
them for the task force. The 1 st 

'and 3d MP Squads handled 
detainee and refugee control at 
the Point Salines airfield along 
with clearing manmade 
structures from il. The 4th MP 
Squad arrived later that day and 
took over security for the 
battalion tactical operations 
center. On October 26, the 1 st 
and 3d MP Squads were moved 
to the True Blue Medical 
College, which served as a 
refugee center. Given the 
mission of providing security for 
and evacuation of US and 
foreign civilians, these squads 
remained there until October 
28, when they were relieved by 
the 118th Military Police 
Company. The 2d MP Squad 
was assigned duties assisting 
the Caribbean Peacekeeping 
Force at the enemy prisoner of 

war camp and remained there 
until relieved by the 118th 
Military Police Company (Abn) 
on October 28. After being 
attached to the Combat Support 
Company, 3d Battalion (Abn), 
325th Infantry, the 4th MP 
Squad performed area 
reconnaissance and cleared 
buildings until assuming 
responsibility for security at the 
brigade tactical operations 
center. On October 29, three 
squads of the 2d MP Platoon 
were pulled by division and 
assigned law enforcement 
duties working with the 
Caribbean Peacekeeping Force 
in SI. George's. They were 
joined there by the remaining 
squad after its release from 
Division Tactical Operations 
Center security duties by the GS 
Platoon on October 30. 
Responsibilities of the 2d MP 
Platoon in St. George's included 
joint patrols with the Caribbean 
Peacekeeping Force, checking 
out suspected Cuban hideouts 
and weapon caches, prison 
security, and VIP security. 
These missions continued until 
the 2d MP Platoon was relieved 
by a platoon olthe 21 st Military 
Police Company, 503d Military 
Police Battalion. 

Late in the evening of the 
26th, the 82d Division's 3d 
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Brigade began to deploy across 
the island. The 3 d  Military 
Police Platoon moved out by 
squad with the i r  paren t  
battalions and remained under 
the operational control of those 
batta I iu ns th roughou t  the  
operation. Missions performed 
included: enemyprisoner of war 
escort from battaliodbrigadeto 
the prison camp; clearing 
operations; investigating with 
t h e  S - 2  repor ted  Cuban 
hideouts and weapons caches: 
providing tactical operations 
center security; and escorting 
dignitaries. The 3 d  MP Platoon 
remained with the 3 d  Brigade 
Task Force after a l l  other units 
returned to Fort Bragg. North 
Carolina. The majority of their 
time was spent performing 
brigade and battalion tactical 
operations center security. 
c o n d u c t i n g  h a s t y  r o u t e  
reconna issance .  m a n n i n g  
c i v i l i a n  c o n t r o l  p o i n t s .  
pe r fo rm ing  reac t ion  fo rce  
duties, responding to snipers, 
a n d  guard ing  t h e  Cuban 
E m b a s s y .  J u s t  p r i o r  t o  
redeployment. three squads 
were detached to the 503d 
Mil i tary Police Battalion to 
assist the 21st Military Police 
Company in manning check- 
points in and around St. 
George's. On December 12, the 
3d MP Platoon returned home 
with the last elements of the 
82d Airborne Division. 

A three-person advance 
Provost Marshal cell, headed by 
the PM operations officer, was 
deployed October 26. The cell's 
primary missions were to 
coord ina te  MP ac t iv i t ies .  
identify requirements, and keep 
the task force commander and 
staff informed of MP activities. 
Primary problem areas were 
el iminat ing equipment and 
supply shortages, rectifying 
overcrowding at the enemy 
p r i s o n e r  o f  w a r  c a m p ,  
managing the evacuation of US 
and foreign nationals, and 
handling refugee problems a t  
the True Blue Refugee Center. 

Because of the magnitude of 
the enemy prisoner of war 
operations, as well  as the MP 
requirements for evacuating US 
andforeignnationals, the1 18th 
MP Company was attached to 
the 82d Airborne Division and 
p laced under  ope ra t i ona l  
control of the Provost Marshal. 
They assumed duties at the 
enemy prisoner of war camp 
and True Blue evacuation site 
from the 2d MP Platoon on 
October 28. Shortly after the 
1 1 8 t h ' ~  arrival at  the enemy 
prisoner of war camp, all the 
C a r i b b e a n  P e a c e k e e p i n g  
Force's personnel withdrew, 
leaving responsibility for the 
operation of the camp in MP 
hands. With the arrival of the 
Provost Marshal on 30 October. 
a thorough analysis of the 
p r i s o n e r  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  
completed. Arrangements were 
made with G5 and the State 
Department to evacuate neutral 
p e r s o n n e l .  D u e  t o  t h e  
overcrowded conditions on the 
initial site, construction of a 
new 1,000 man compound 
closer to the ocean was begun 
on November 1. The 118th 
M i l i t a r y  P o l i c e  Company  
selected seven non-commis- 
sioned officers, who spoke 
Spanish fluently, to direct the 
construction of the camp. 
Construction was achieved by 
utilizing captured Cuban labor 
and captured supplies obtained 
f r o m  t h e  I n f a n t r y  a n d  
Engineers. Stipulations of the 
Geneva Convention relating to 
the sheltering of prisonerswere 
met by distributing confiscated 
Cuban foam mattresses and 
Cuban G. P. medium tents. 
Showers and latrines were built 
by Cuban plumbers wh i l e  
others laid the concertina wire 
needed for security. Approxi- 
mately 11 5 Cubans, under the 
direction of the non-commis- 
sioned officers, were utilized in 
bu i l d ing  t h e  camp.  Food 
supplies were trucked in by 
confiscated Cuban vehicles 
while the water supply was 
provided by a f i re  t ruck.  

An MP guardmy a cache of 
weapons 

Provisions for the removal of 
solid waste and entomology 
services were coordinated with 
the Army contractor and local 
G r e n a d i a n s .  U n d e r  t h e  
g u i d a n c e  o f  t h e  3 0 7 t h  
Engineers and the  1 1 8 t h  
Military Police Company, the 
facility was completed. Thirty 
hours after construction began, 
over seven hundred captured 
Cubans had been moved to the 
new camp, Prisoner of war 
evacuation began November 3, 
w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  
hundred Cubans being flown 
out. Fifty more left on November 
4, and this procedure continued 
until all prisoners had been 
repatriated. 

Operation "Urgent Fury" 
demonstrated that the military 
police have a vital role to play in 
division combat operations and 
that the trooDers of the 82d 
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Brigade began to dep loy across 
the island. The 3d Military 
Police Platoon moved out by 
squad with their parent 
battalions and remained under 
the operational control of those 
battal i'Ons throughout the 
operation. Missions performed 
included: enemy prisoner of war 
escort from battalion/ brigadeto 
the prison camp; clearing 
operations; investigating with 
the S -2 report ed Cuban 
hideouts and weapons caches; 
provid ing tact ica l operat ions 
center security; and escorting 
dignitaries. The 3d MP Platoon 
remained with the 3d Brigade 
Task Force after al! other units 
returned to Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina . The majority of their 
time was spent performing 
brigade and battalion tactical 
operations center security , 
conducting hast'y route 
reconna issance . manning 
civilian control points , 
performing reaction force 
duties, responding to snipers, 
and guarding the Cuban 
Embassy . Just prior to 
redeployment, three squads 
were detached to the 503d 
Military Pol ice Batta lion to 
assist the 21st M ili tary Pol ice 
Company in manning check­
points in and around St . 
George's . On December 12, the 
3d MP Platoon returned home 
w ith the last elements of the 
B2d Airborne Division. 

A three-person advance 
Provost Marshal eel!, headed by 
the PM operations officer, was 
deployed October 26. The celf's 
primary missions were to 
coordinate MP act i vities, 
identity requirements, and keep 
the task force commander and 
staff intormed of MP activ it ies . 
Primary problem areas were 
eliminating equipment and 
supply shortages, rectifyi ng 
overcrowding at the enemy 
pr i soner of war camp , 
managing the evacuation of US 
and foreign nationals, and 
handling refugee problems at 
the True Blue Refugee Center. 

Because of the magnitude 01 
the enemy prisoner of war 
operations, as weI! as the MP 
requ irements for evacuating US 
and foreign nationals, the 118th 
MP Company w as attached to 
the 82d Airborne Division and 
p laced und e r operat ional 
control of the Provost Marshal. 
T hey assumed duties at the 
enemy prisoner ot war camp 
and True Blue evacuation site 
from the 2d MP Platoon on 
October 28. Shortly after the 
118th's arrival at the enemy 
prisoner 01 war camp, al! the 
Caribbean Peacekeeping 
Force's personnel withdrew, 
leaving responsibility for the 
operation of the camp in MP 
hands. With the arrival of the 
Provost Marshal on 30 October, 
a thorough analysis of the 
prisoner s i tuation was 
completed. Arrangem'ents were 
made with G5 and the State 
Department to evacuate neutral 
personnel . Du e to the 
overcrowded conditions on the 
initial site, construction of a 
new 1,000 man compound 
closer to the ocean was begun 
on November 1. The 118th 
Military Pol i ce Company 
selected seven non-commis­
sioned officers, who spoke 
Spanish fluently, to direct the 
construction of the camp. 
Construction was achieved by 
utilizing captured Cuban labor 
and captured supplies obta ined 
from the I nfantry and 
Engineers. Stipulations of the 
Geneva Convention relating to 
the sheltering of prisoners were 
met by distributing confiscated 
Cuban foam mattresses and 
Cuban G. P. medium tents . 
Showers and latrines were built 
by Cuban plumbers while 
others laid the concertina w ire 
needed for security. Approx i­
mately 115 Cubans, under the 
direction of the non-commis ­
s ioned officers, were utilized in 
build ing the camp . Food 
supplies were trucked in by 
confiscated Cuban vehicles 
while the water supply was 
prov ided by a fire truck . 

An MP guarding a cache of 
weapons 

Provisions for th e re moval of 
sol id waste and entomology 
services w ere coordinated with 
the Army contractor and local 
Gr e n adians . Under t he 
guid a nc e of the 307th 
Eng ine er s and the 118th 
Military Police Company, the 
fa ci lity w as completed . Thirty 
hours after construction began, 
over seven hundred captured 
Cubans had been moved to the 
new camp. Prisoner of w ar 
evacuation began November 3 , 
wit h app r oxi mately one 
hundred Cubans being flown 
out. Fifty more left on November 
4 , and this procedure continued 
until al! prisoners had been 
repatriated. 

Operat ion " Urgent Fury" 
demonstrated that the m ilitary 
police have a vital role to play in 
div ision combat operations and 
that the troopers of the 82d 
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Military Police Company could 
be counted on to perform that 
rolewithdistinction.The results 
speak for themselves: 14 
Cubans and 47 members of the 
Peoples Revolutionary Army 
captured and 109 rifles, 18 
pistols, 2 machine guns, and 
more than 3,000 rounds of 
ammunition recovered. Some 
700 prisoners of war were 
processed and more than 1,500 
refugees assisted. Operating 
primarily at the squad level. 
MPs were confronted with a 
myriad of missions which they 
m e t  w i t h  d e c i s i v e n e s s .  
ingenuity, and resourcefulness. 
They also demonstrated that 
they were equally capable of 
performing purely combat-type 
missions, such as ambushes. 
Missions performed by MPs 
ranged from assisting the 
infantry in carrying out clearing 
o p e r a t i o n s  t o  p e a c e t i m e  
missions such as working with 
the Caribbean Peacekeeping 
Forces in restoring law and 
order t o  St. George's. More 
importantly, these MPs adeptly 
made the rapid transition from 
combat support to peacetime 
missions. 

The 8 2 d  M i l i t a ry  Police 
Company also was assigned 
responsibility for performing 
customs inspections on al l  
departing personneLThisshort- 
fused mission required the 
dedication of forty percent of 
available military police assets 
to fulf i l l  it and was performed 
concurrently with supporting 
combat missions. Such a task is 
normally assigned to a Corps' 

A clearing operation, Grenada 

military police unit. Maximum 
flexibility was demonstrated by 
c u s t o m s  i n s p e c t o r s  w h o  
successfully responded to bat- 
talion commanders' requests to 
inspect their massed battalions 
a t  l o c a t i o n s  a w a y  f r o m  
established customs stations. 
This was accomplished while 
continuing to maintain normal 
customs operations for other 
depar t ing  personne l .  The  
operation validated the concept 
of attaching a Corps' military 
police company to the division 
Provost Marshal for use in 
performing enemy prisoner of 
war and refugee control opera- 
tions. While most operational 
plans call for this tooccur. there 
had been some skepticism as to 
its implementation. The plan 
indeed worked well. Operation 
"Urgent Fury" for the 82d 
Military Police Company and 

the 82d Airborne Division was 
an outstanding success. 

The need for military police 
has been evident to American 
military commanders since the 
struggle for our nat ional  
independence. Whenever the 
Uni ted States engaged in 
warfare, some form of police 
element emerged to assist its 
leaders in maintaining various 
aspects of discipline. Surfacing 
when necessity dictated, the 
Military Police Corps evolved 
through several phases, each 
mee t ing  t h e  needs of a 
particular period in American 
history. Assuming increased 
responsibilities, military police 
established their place as 
combat soldiers who have the 
professional knowledge and 
flexibility needed to perform a 
variety of missions in war and 
peace. 

The most recent landmark the Corm. the Deoartment of 
development in the evolution of the Army activated'the Military 
the  M i l i t a ry  Police Corps Police Corps Regiment and 
occurred on 26 September designated Fort McClellan. 
1986. On that date. the 45th Alabama. as its home. 
Anniversary of the founding of 
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Military Police Company could 
be counted on to perform that 
role with distinction. The results 
speak for themselves: 14 
Cubans and 47 members of the 
Peoples Revolutionary Army 
captured and 109 rifles, 18 
pistols, 2 machine guns, and 
more than 3,000 rounds of 
ammunition recovered. Some 
700 prisoners of war were 
processed and more than 1,500 
refugees assisted. Operating 
primarily at the squad level, 
MPs were confronted with a 
myriad of missions which they 
met with decisiveness, 
ingenuity, and resourcefulness. 
They also demonstrated that 
they were equally capable of 
performing purely combat-type 
missions, such as ambushes. 
Missions performed by MPs 
ranged from assisting the 
infantry in carrying out clearing 
operations to peacetime 
missions such as working with 
the Caribbean Peacekeeping 
Forces in restoring law and 
order to St. George's. More 
importantly, these MPs adeptly 
made the rapid transition from 
combat support to peacetime 
missions. 

The 82d Military Police 
Company also was assigned 
responsibility for performing 
customs inspections on all 
departing personnel. This short­
fused mission required the 
dedication of forty percent of 
available military police assets 
to fulfill it and was performed 
concurrently with supporting 
combat missions. Such a task is 
normally assigned to a Corps' 
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military police unit. Maximum 
flexibility was demonstrated by 
customs inspectors who 
successfully responded to bat­
talion commanders' requests to 
inspect their massed battalions 
at locations away from 
established customs stations. 
This was accomplished while 
continuing to maintain normal 
customs operations for other 
departing personnel. The 
operation validated the concept 
of attaching a Corps' military 
police company to the division 
Provost Marshal for use in 
performing enemy prisoner of 
war and refugee control opera­
tions. While most operational 
plans call for this to occur, there 
had been some skepticism as to 
its implementation. The plan 
indeed worked well. Operation 
"Urgent Fury" for the 82d 
Military Police Company and 

The most recent landmark 
development in the evolution of 
the Military Police Corps 
occurred on 26 September 
1986. On that date, the 45th 
Anniversary of the founding of 

the 82d Airborne Division was 
an outstanding success. 

The need for military police 
has been evident to American 
military commanders since the 
struggle for our national 
independence. Whenever the 
United States engaged in 
warfare, some form of police 
element emerged to assist its 
leaders in maintaining various 
aspects of discipline. Surfacing 
when necessity dictated, the 
Military Police Corps evolved 
through several phases, each 
meeting the needs of a 
particular period in American 
history. Assuming increased 
responsibilities, military police 
established their place as 
combat soldiers who have the 
professional knowledge and 
flexibility needed to perform a 
variety of missions in war and 
peace. 

the Corps, the Department of 
the Army activated the Military 
Police Corps Regiment and 
designated Fort McClellan, 
Alabama, as its home. 
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