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Kennel honors fallen heroes 
By KAREN McLAUGHLIN 

FOR THE MARYLAND GAZETTE 

When Joe Currier of Lee's 
Summit, Mo., remembers his 
brother Gordon, he retlects on 
his brother's courage and ul­
timate sacrifice. 

"My brother was a shy per­
son," Mr. Currier said. "He 
loved his family, baseball, 
popcorn, and his dog _._ notA 
day goes by that I don't think 
of him." 

Pfc. Gordon L. Currier Jr. 
and his German Shepherd K-9 
partner, Satch, were killed in 
the Vietnam War while per­
forming sentry duties at the 
Long Binh Military Post in 
January 1968. 

Now the heroic partners 
are ):!onored through the dedi· 
oation of a new kennel facility 
at Fort George G. Meade. 

During the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, Col. Kenneth Mc­
Creedy, installation com­
mander at Fort Meade, rec­
ognized Pfc. Cnrrler's father, 
Gordon Currier Sr. and his 
son Joe, while presenting the 

Photo by Karen Mclaughlin - FOf the Maryland Gazette 
Sgt, Scott Warner stands with Junior, a military working dog 
trained and housed at the new Gordon CUrrier Jr, Military 
Working Dog Kennel. The kennel, located on Fort George G, 
Meade, Is now home to several First Responder canines. 

fam.ily with a pl~que com- signed to be added to If nec-
m.tOOrati~ ~. '<i essa.y 
ication. . Utary dogs began lil1ng 

"We hope thai you know af Fori Meade Iwa years ago. 
thai your son and brother Dogs were housed in a tempo­
will be honored here alWRYs," rary building that was little 
Col McCreedy said. more than a storage area. 

The new Gordon L. Cur- The new facility is no ordi-
rier Jr_ Military Working _ nary doghouse-and these are 
Dog Kennel is now home to no ordinary dogs. 
four mllitary working dogs "These guys are the first 
that patrol and support Fort responders to the President 
Meade and, at times, support of the United States," said 
the U.S, jlresident. Col. Arnalda Claudio, chief of 

Desig'le by Fort Meade's staff and Provost Marshal of 
kennel master, Sgt. 1st Class the Milltary District of Wash­
Chad Benansky, the kennel is Ington. 
a state-of-the art facliity made Mostly German Shepherds 
to support the training, com- or Belgian Mallnols breeds, 
fort and health of its canine the war dogs are trained to 
residents. The kennel has air patrol and detect explosives 
conditioning, heated tloors, in support of anti-terrorism 
a training area, obedience efforts and the Military Dis­
course and even a bathtub. A trict of Washington. Their 
smooth tloor coating prQiects m.ission, and that of their 
the dogs' paws. handlers, include protecting 

Completed In February, the the president, vice president 
project took more than a year and chief of staff. 
to -build. '!'he kennel can hard "We ask them to approach a 
up to 10 dogs, a capacity that bomb when nobody else wants 
will eventually be reached as to," Col. Claudio said. "That's 
more dogs arrive each year. a huge responsibllJty." 
The building, which costs $1 It was that responsibility 
million to build, Is also de-

that the late Pfc. Currier, of 
lndependence, Mo. knew we 
ana gave his e a protect. 

On Jan. 31, 1968, Pfc. Cur. 
rier and Satch were sent on a 
detection m.ission when they 
were overtaken by some 20 to 
80 enemy soldiers firing small 
arms in a skirmish that 
marked the beginning of the 
Tet Offensive in Vietnam. 

During World War II, war 
dog training began under the 
Army Quartermaster Corps. 
In 1951, the Military PaHce 
Corps took responsibllJty for 
the training and use of the 
dogs who have served In Ko­
rea, Vietnam, Desert Storm 
and Afghanistan. Today, ap­
proximately 150 dogs are 
serving Army-wide, with 108 
dogs serving In Iraq. 

Being a top dog isn't easy. 
Each day, the dogs receive 
obedience training and train 
on the obstacle course be­
hind their kennel, with and 
without their handlers. They 
are taught special commands 
and how to negotiate differ­
ent types of environments 
and terrain. Their rlgor-

ous program ia designed an 
overseen by Staff Sgi. War 
ren Bias Jr., who is plans an 
training NCO. 

"The dogs exercise ever 
day," said Sgi. Bias. "A lot a 
running, Jumping, searchin 
... even water tralning." 

Originally trained at Lack 
land Air Force Base In San 
AntoniO, Texas, mllit 
working dogs are given one 
rank higher than their han 
dler to discourage any paten 
tial abuse by their handler. 
But if the handier is promot­
ed, so is the dog. 

Upon promotion, "He'il (the 
dog) get a big steak," Star 
Sgt. Bias grinned. 

During the dedication cer­
emony, Col. Claudio said h 
see. the kennel as more tha 
just a home for the dogs. 

"This is not just a kenne 
facility," he said. "This Is 
war camp ... It has to do wit 
saving liVes. Making sur 
we're ready and capable of do 
ing our m.ission at the highes 
level of service." 

One of the dogs at Fa 
eade Is Junior, a 3-year 

I longhaired German shep 
herd tralned to patrol and de 
tect explosives. Despite all th 
tough training, there's a so 
side to the loyal canine war 
rlor. He often goes with . 
handler, Sgt. Scott Warner, 
to the Post Library summe 
reading program. During ca­
reer day at West Meade Ele­
mentary, Sgt. Warner and Ju­
nior stop by for a visit. Sg 
Warner said it's good for the 
kids to learn about the dog 
and to not be afraid of him. 

"Junior loves kids," Sgt. 
Warner said. 

As Sgt. Warner and the oth­
er dog handIers at Fort Meade 
work in and around the new 
kennel every day, they will 
remember the sacrifices a 
Pfc. Currier and Satch. 

"Pfc. Currier lives In each 
one of these dog handIers '" 
trying to do the right thing," 
Col. Claudio said. "By honor­
Ing him, we're honoring the 
entire 1\-9 community work­
tng here and around the 
world." 


