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Government Forces Repulse 
VC_ Attack In Chuong Thien 
In one of the largest recent actions in the war, an estimated two VC battalions 

~ttacked the district town of Kien Long in Chuong Thien province early Sunday morn­
i)ng, Two government, defense posts in the area resisted the attack. . 

One post which held a 
105mm howitzer was held whi:Le the VC lost two kill-
to the last man. Both the ed and one captured. 
district chief and the assis- One- U .s. enlisted heli­
tant district chief were kill- copter crewman was kitted 
ed at this post before it was and seven other American 
overrun by the Viet Oong. 

T.he 105 Howitz.er was la­
ter destro~ed by an air 
strike. 

The othen post manned 
by Civil Guard held out un­
ltil reaction forces arrived. 

More than 600 govern­
ment troops were poured 
into the ' area. An airborne 
unit Wlithl 450 men Was! para­
dropped to speed the rein­
fOI'cement. 

servicemen were wounded 
during the f,ollow up ope­
ration. These casuailties 
are not inclluided in the 
government figures. At the 
Ia.test reports, the pursuit 
operation was still in pro­
gress. 

Earlier last week a gov­
ernment tra.rning center a.t 
Phuoc Loi in Long An pro­
vince was overrun in a pre­
dawn attack. Government 
losses were 28 killed, 36 
woW1ded anct 37 missdng. 
Weapons of various types 
numbel'!ing 115 were lost. 
There were no VC casiual­
Ues reported. 

In :Kien Hoa province an 
opera.tion in Mo Cay dis~ 
trict left 50 Viet Cong dead. 

place late Thursda:y alfter-
noon, the goveTnment force 
lost 23 kllied, 24 wounded 
and 13 missing, They ailso 
lost 41 weapons. A Thomp­
son submach!ine gun, 10 
rifles and a tripod io:ti a 
·57mm recoiless rifle were 
captured from the Viet 
Oong. 

On Saturday, April 11, 
three U.S. , Army enl1sted 
men were wounded by a ter­
rorist grenade in front of 
the To Giang hotel in Tra 
Vinh, Vinh Binh province. 
They were returned to duty 
after treatment at the Sta­
tion Hospital in Saigon. 

T.hree American crew 
members and seven . Viet­
namese soldiers were killed 
in the crash of a UH-1B 

( Continued on page 4) 
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DOUBLE DECORATIONS- Capt. Clarence E. Stre­
bel, (right) an L-19 instructor pilot assigned to the 19th 
Tac. Air Sup. Sqdn., receives congratulations from Maj. 
Gen. Joseph H. Moore, Commander of the 2nd Air Div., 
following award of the Silver Star . and Air Medal. 

(2nd Air Div. IO Photo) 

USAF 
Silver 

Officer Awarded 
Star, Air Medals 

2nd Air Dlv.- TSN (01) - A U.S. Air Force officer was 
recently awarded the Silver Star Medal for his exceptional: 
gallantry and devotion to dut,y while pilot.ing an unarmed 
light observatliJon aircraft against communist Viet Cong 
guerrilla forces in the Republic of Viet Nam. 

Maj_ Gen. Joseph H. 
Moore, commander of the 
Second Air Divi,s\i.on, pre-

The lo~es from the ear­
lier pa-rt of the action were 
Jlisted, as 44 _killed, 30 wound­
ed, 17 JUissing and 36. wea­
pons 'lost by the govern­
ment forces. The Viet Cong 
casulties were 30 killed and 
10 weapons. An estimated 
100 KIA/WIA we,re carried 
off. 

In the pursuit operati:'on 
that followed, the govern­
ment had seven killed, 19 
wounded, and five missing 

The action developed from 
an ambush sprung by the 
government forces on a VC 
unit. 

General Wheeler Accompanies 
Secretary Rusk In V N Visit 

sented the coveted decora­
tion to Oapt. Clarence E. 
Strebel, an L-19 flight ms~ 
tructor asS\igned to the 19th 
Tact.icaiJJ Alilr Support Group. 

In the action for which 
he was cited, Capta.in Stre­
bel dlirected a fighter-bom­
ber attack against a heavily 
fortified Viet Cong position 
which he had detected des­
pite the enemy's clever ca­
mouflage. He repeatedly ex­
posed his unarmed L-19 to 
intense enemy ground fire 
in order to mark .the key 
target areas with smoke 
grenades. His action greatly 
increas•ed the accuracy and 
effectiveness of the repeat­
ed bombing and strafing 
attacks. 

In the clash which took 

LEGION OF MERIT- Capt. Fred Mahaffey, a batta­
lion advisor with the ARVN 5th Inf. Div., receives the 
Legion of Merit from Maj. Gen . . Charles ]. Timmes, 
Chief, MAAG, in ceremonies · held recently. Captain 
Mahaffey earned the medal /or outstanding services while 

assigned to Ft. Benning, Ga . 

. -

Gen. Earl G. Wheeler, 
Chief olf Staff, U.SI. Army, 
ardved in Saigon Wednesi­
day in advance ofl Secretary 
of Sltate Dean Rusk who 
was due to arrive yesterday. 

General Mlbeeler is to ae­
company the Secretary of 
State on hlis three-day stay 
in t,he Republic of Viet 

MACV-l'IAAG 
Merger Set 

The combining of MACV 
and MAAG headquarters 
in the near future to save 
on personnel spaces and 
to ~prove functioning 
was announced Tuesday 
by a MACV spokesman. 

No det:aits or an exact 
date of t-he change--o¥er 
was announced. 

Nam. Secretary Rusk is 
ma~i:ng the stopover here, 
from. the meeting of the 
Council of Ministers of the 
Southeast Asia Treaty Or­
g,aniza.tion at the request, of 
President Lyndon B. John­
son. 

Secretary of State Rusk 
Will make a one-day stop­
over at Taipei on 16 April, 
for ai meeting with Presi­
dent Chiang KaiLShek, upon 
hrs departure from the 
Council of Ministers of the 
Southeast ASlia Treaty Or­
ganliza tiion meeting in Ma­
nila. 

Whillle in Viet Nam the 
Secretary •oll' State and Ge­
neral Wheeler will confer 
with Pr.ime Minister Nguyen 
Khanh, Ambassador Henry 
0. Lodg-e and other high 
ranking American and VJet­
namese officials. 

Although his fuel was 
dangerously low and dark­
ness was approaching, cap~ 
ta1in Strebel rem.ruined over 
the target area and piin,. 
pointed the enemy st,rong­
points for a second) wave of 
strike aircraft. His gallan­
try and skill were vital fac­
tors in the success.ful'. air/ 

(Continued on page 8) 
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EDITORIAL 

Foret athers Showed Concern 
For Man In Hands Of The Law 

(Fuurtl, in " urie.r of te,1 awarJ winning eJitori11ls from ti,, Snn Diego 
C11lij., Eveni11g Tribune. R.,eprinteJ witl, permission) 

Liberty and justice are precious possessions. Yet how 
fragile they are. · 

A tyrant can deprive a man of his liberty by the merest 
:flick of his fingers turn.J,ng a key in a lock. 

Justice is whatever a despot sa.ys it is - a.nd no back 
ta.lk. The founding Fathers of this nation sought to se,­
cure the rig.hts of liberty and justice in the Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights. 
. They acted from a sense of concern about how these 
rights, for which Englishmen had long fought and diecf, 
from time to time has been wea,kened and disregarded. 

They wrote into the Cbnstitution : 
"The privilege of the writ of .habeas corpus shall not 

be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or inva­
sion the public safety may require it." 

This ancient wnt of habeas corpus {you have the body) 
antedotes that great milestone· in man's soo1al evolution., 
the Ma.gna Charta of 1215. It commands a jailor or other 
officer to produce a prisoner before the bar so that the 
legality of the restraints of his liberty may be determimed. 

It is a safeguard against the practice - still common 
in parts of the wodd - whereby a man may be tossed 
into prison without formal charge and left there without 
hearing or trial. 

To make doubly sure that a man may not be deprived 
of his liberty unjustly, the Foundmg Fathers inserted an 
article in the first 10 Amendments to the Constitution -
The Bill of Rights - to the effect that excessive bail must 
not be imposed. 

This was a1so the result of well-remembered Engllish 
history. 

An English prohibit'ion of excessii'Ve bail goes back bey­
ond the discovery of the New World and is similar to 
our own. 

The American colonists' sense of fair play made certa;in 
that the Iiight of trial by jury was preserved. 

This right was in jeopardy in early America when the 
BrJtish Pari!iament ·.sought to extend the jurisdiction of 
the courts of the admiraJ.ty beyond their anc-ient limits 
so as to try the colon'ists without a jury_ 

Jury trial is mentioned in three places in the founding 
documents - once in the Constitution and in two amend­
ments in the Bill of Rights. 

The Constitution and the Sixth Amendment guarantee 
'jury trial in criminal cases ; the Seventh Amendment ex­
tends it to civil cases fn which the amount in controversy 
exceeds $20. 

Throughout .his toils our laws, which are necessary for 
the safety and order of society, an accused person in the 
United States is p,r1i:sumed innocent until proved guilty. 

These rights under our laws are further reasons why 
we set such a preoious prlce on the American way of life. 
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War College Class 
Visits Viet Nam 
A group of thirty­

.seven civilian and military 
members of the faculty, 
staff, and class of The Na­
tional War College, led by 
L't. Gen. Francis H. Gris.­
wold, USAF, Commandant, 
arrived in Viet Nam Apr. 8, 
for a three-day visit as part 
of a thr.ee-week study tour 
in the Far East. 

FOUir ot,her groups from 
the conege are visiting 
countries in the Middle 
East, Africa, Europe, and 
Latin America. 

The Nat'ional War College 
is the senior educat)ional 
institution in the Depart­
ment of Defense and pre­
pares selected members of 
the four Servites and De­
partment of State to exer­
cise high-level policy, com­
mand, and staff functions. 

While in Saigon the visi­
tors heard government and 
American. officials comment 
on United States · policies, 
abroa,d and will re,port on 
thei!r significant findings to 
the College as a whole. 

PROMOTIONS 
Sergeant Ma.jor 

MSgt. Charles E. Dohlmar 
MSgt. John C. Koon 

iMaster Sergeant 
SFC Reginald A. Dorey 

Sergeant F.irst Class 
SSgt. Leo F. Davan 

Specialist Seven 
S Po Willie Walker 

Staff Sergieant 
Sgt. Richard D~mers 
Sp'i Ralph P. Hurst , 

f SECRET ARY\ 

CHARMER- Our pick this 
week is Miss Quan Le Hoa of 
the MAAG Personnel Dioi­
sion. She is 22 years old -
has worked for MAAG for 
three months and lioes in 
Cholon. 
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Our Role In VietnJm 
"The U. S. role in South Vietnam. 

••• is: first, to answer the can' of the 
South Vietnamese, a member nation 
of our Free World family, to help 
them save their country for them­
selves: second, to help prevent the 
strategic clanger which would exist 
if Communism absorbed Southeast 
Asia's people'll'and resources: and 
third, to prove in the Vietnamese 
test case that the Free World e.an 
cope with Communist 'wars of lib­
eration' as we have coped SBccess­
fully with Communist aggression st 
other leveJs." 

Secretary of Defense Robert S. 
McNamara. March 26, 1964. ,1 

CHAPLAIN'S COLUMN 

Note The Emphasis 
By Chaplain (Maj.) VICTOR A. BIEBERLE, USA 

There were many occasions when our Lord stressed the 
importance of our doing first what most of us by nature 
are inclined to do last. He didn"t- say, "Love thyself and 
then, if it isn't too much bother, love others." 

Most emp.haticany, He put it just the other wa.y, "Love 
thy neighbor as thyself." 

He could have urged us to be " ... simple as doves" and 
wise as serpents." Moot good people now are "simple 
as doves" - which requires little effortsi--wher~ most 
of those vent on evil!i are "wise as serpents." Once there 
are enough fohlowers of Ohrist wh01 combine both quaJ.i'ties 
in the proper order, then great: things are bound to hap.. 
pen. 

Aga.in, Christ did not say, ... we shou!ld go into the by­
ways and the hig.h!ways. He ptWposely put the more im­
portant first : " ... Going into 1ihe highways and the by­
ways." 

Christians at present are largely confining themselves 
to the "byways." Those striving retlientlessly to destroy 
the world and enslave mankind concentrate almost ent'i!re­
ly ori. the "highways." knowing that once they control 
the main spheres of influence (education, governmenti, 
labor, management, press, etc.) they automatically con­
trol the "byways" as well. 

We might well reflect on the fact tihat we as indiwd\laj]s 
can accompljsih much 'in this area. By taking a real interest 
and putting forth honest effort, combined with sincere 
prayer, we can match the daring enterprise of the godl~ 
and go into the "highways" as well as the "byways" -
and thus win the world back to the cause of God and love 
of nei'ghbor. 

Department Of Army Releases 
Promotion Quota For April 

Washington (ANF) - The 
Department of the Army 
has released the folloWing 
temporary promoticm quo­
tas to major commanders 
lfor the month of Aprill 1964. 

Grade Quota 
E-9 61 
E-8 451 
E-7 100 
E-6 200 
E-5 1000 
E-4 7500 

Total 9312 
Appointments to the fol­

lowing MOS in the grades 
lristed are not authorized 
except for token appoint-

. • 

ment.s authorizeti iln i:,ontb­
ly appointment quota 18'-

ters :· 
E-9: Nome 
E-8: None 
E-7 : 058, 132, 

172, 178, 191, 
231, 232, 234, 
285, 299, 322, 
533, 542, 551, 
832, 921, 943, 

E-5: 051, 074, 
177, 178, 179, 
285, 313, 354, 
524, 526, 542, 
626, 643, 676, 
732, 733, 761, 
841, 843, 921, 

164, 
194, 
245, 
342, 
676, 

164, 
191, 
421, 
546, 
677, 
762, 
941, 

967, (All Bandsmen 
E-5: 074, 132, 164, 

186, 194, 223, 321, 
511, 512, 513, 522, 
562, 631, 635, 642, 
711, 714, 719, 723, 
763, 764, 768, 772, 
951, 952, 
thru 033) • 

967 (All 

165, 166, 168, 
217, 223, 224, 
248, 251, 274, 
354, 437, 525, 
678, 772, 815. 

166, 171, 172, 
194, 214, 231. 
443, 461, 466, 
551, 553, 555, 
678, 717. 724, 
763, 765, 772, 
942, 943, 966, 
021 thru 033) 
166, 172, 177, 
323, 421, 461. 
542, 553, 555. 
643, 676, 678. 
724, 761, 762. 
841, 942, 943. 

Bandsmen 021 
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Viet Nam Photos Win 
1964 Picture Awards 
Washington (ANF) - Ar­

my photographers copped 
four of six category first 
prizes in the am1uaJ. mi'li­
tacy "Picture of t-he Year 
Competition." Judged by 
repres:enta,tives of the World 
Book Encyclopedia, the Na­
t,i.lonal Press Photographers 
Assooi1:1,tion, and the Uni­
versity of Mis.souri's School 
of Journalism, the winmng 
pictures were chosen from 

THIRD CIB AW ARD - Veteran combat infantryman 
SFC James L. Johnson, ( Right), receives his third Com­
bat Infantryman Badge /tom Col. Fred A. Pierce, (Left), 
Sr. Advisor to the ARVN I Inf. Div. at Da Nang. Ser­
geant Johnson is an advisor to the 32nd CiVil Guard Bn. 
at Hoi An. 

· some 680 A.r'Ined Forces en­
tries. All category first prize 
winners will re<:eive a 37-
volume encycloped~a. 

"A Red Tailks," a series. 
of photographs by Sp6 Hen­
ry Chang of, the Pacific 
Stars a.nd Stripes was the 
top J)licture . story of the 
year. Specialist Chang; por­
trayed the questioning of a 
Viet Cong prisoner in South 
Viet Na.m. 

BRONZE STAR 
MEDAL 

Third Award 
Lt. Col. Cecil G. Dansby 
Lt. Col. Robert B. Nett 

Second Award 
Lt. Col. Joe H. Bruton Jr. 
Maj, Kern B. Posey 
:MaJ. R~lph K. Ritz 
Capt. Del L. Briscoe 
Capt. Claude C. Harribey 
Capt. Rafael Miranda 

First Award 
Maj. Loni~ E. Abele 
lf•J• William R. B•nch 
MaJ. James R. Boggs 
:Maj. Thomas F. Craven 
Maj. R(chard fl. Durr 
Moj. Ern,st R. Johnson 
Maj, Marcus D. Moreman 
Maj. Rola d D. Tausch 
Capt. Maurice M. Arris1<ado 
Capt. Anthony Bonavire 
Capt. Isaac Borras-Rosello 
Capt. Raymond E. Burell 
Capt. Spruell Gr,gory 
Capt. Robert S. Sage 
Capt. Ralph D. Sanders Jr. 
capt. John E. Swindelis 
Capt. Reginald J. Barlament 
Capt. John O. Childs 
Capt. David P. Cole 
Capt. John A. Dennis 
Capt. George E. Hill 
Capt. Morri1 Lafever 
Capt. Romeo J. Larochelle 
Capt. William P. O'Bryan 
Capt. Frank G. Salimbene 
Capt. Robert J. Taylor 
ist Lt. James C. Adams 
1st Lt. Howard J. Floyd 
t■t - Lt. Malcolm P. Schwarzenbach 

COMBAT INFANTRYMAN 
BADGE 

Second Award 
Capt. Ernest E. Brant 
SFC Leo V. Houck 
SFC Luis H. Pr\ltts-Munoz 

First Award 
Capt. AJJan W. Harris 
Cllpt. Robert L. Merrick 
Capt. Fred'erick L. Nuffer. Jr. 
MSgt. Windford R. James 
Sgt. Fer$1ado Giy·cia 
PFC Thomas C. Grosso 

MEDICAL BADGE 
First Award 

SFC John P. Grady 

PURPLE HEART 
F.i'rst Award 

Capt. Donald S. Cunningham 
1st Lt. William F. Edgar 
1st Lt. Frank S. Reece 
MS!<t. Ro11er D. Comstock 
SFC Odd 0. Pedersen 
SFC Edward R. Rivera 
SFC Walter K. Wvrick 
SSgt. Robert F. Ellis 
Capt. William C. McCulloch 
1st. Lt. James K. Cooksey 
1st. Lt. Theodore A. Speaker 
1st. Lt. Fred S. White 
WO Dean A. Pomeroy 
SMaj. George Booth 
111p5 Howard E. Ladnier 
Sat. John W. Watson 
S_pl William J. Foody 
Sp4 Willi um .I. Foody 
Sp4 Michael W, lten 
PFC Alfred K. McD11diel 

ARMY COMMENDATION 
MEDAL 

Maj. Richard D. Boyd 
Maj. Richard R. Cook 
M•J• James W. Grim"s 
Maj. Geor11:e R. Swiltey 
C,pt. Gordon B. Frank 
Capt. Franklin N. Harris 
2nd Lt. Robert A. Nelson 
WO Billy J. Southern 
MSgt. Carlos Garcia 
SFC Harrison J. Faust 

· SSgt. Ernest P. Cerda 
SSgt, Charles F. Crisp 
Sp4 Maauel T. Amaral 
Sp4 Gale D. Flinn 
Sp5 Steven W. Larson 
SpS Maurice D. Adams 
Capt. Gerald D. Dyer 
WO Jnhn P. Moores 
Capt. Gerald L. McDonald 

.. !st Lt. John H. Greene Jr. 
Sp5 RichHrd A. Ehrlich 
Sp4 Joseph E. Lambert 1 

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL 
Fifth Award 

SFC William F. Bumbaugh 
Fourth Award 

Sp7 Hobert Moore 
MSgt. Ray L. Martin 
SFC George D. Miles 

In the news category all. 
of the prize photographs 
were those of Army person­
nel. Bot:li the •first and 
second award wenU to Maj. 
Allan W. Galfund, Head­
quarters, F.i.irst Army, Gov­
ernors Js,J.and, N.Y. and 
formerly Deputy MAOV lln­
formation Officer, with his 
"Rice Paddy Wa.rfare and 
"Eagle F,tight" entries. 

The top two prizes in the 
portrait and personail.ity ca­
tegory also went to a single 
Army photographer. SFC 
Gary G. Beylfckjan, Head­
quarters, Fifth Army, Ilil., 
who was cited for his pic­
tures entitled "A Smile" 
and "Miss Ki~." 

COMMO CONTROL- Capt. Fred G. Hartis (right), 
communications officer, . 145th Avn. Bn. explains the radio 
unit on a control UH-I B to Lt. Gen. Harold K. Johnson, 
Deputy Chief of Staff Fot Operations, DA. General 
Johnson Visited the U.S. Army Support Command on his 
recent inspection tout of Viet Nam. 

(19th Sig. Bn. Photo /,7 Sp4 CJ,,,,,,,.) 

PaCK(· 
By SSgt. Bob Reid 

USAF 
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1KEEPiNG UP [W[TH THINGS - Funny thing a,bout 
our language and customs. The most painful things in 
life are always the object of the greatest humor when 
heard in spoken English. 

This of course, is particularly true of physical afflic-­
tions. Take good-old fashioned gout for instance. The 
very mention of the word sends listeners into uncontrol­
lable fits of laughter like a Donald Duck cartoon shown 
in kindergarten on the last day of school. 

Never mind that the victim of gout is suffering all the 
agonies equivitlent to all the miser.ies ever dreamed up 
in a tbrrd .level dungeon in the Spanjsh Inquisition. 

Even we, stra;gh~hooter tha.t we are, have laughed 
mirthlessly at the poor gout sufferer. 

But he who laughs last, eh ? And all that. 
We are scribling this piece m pencil, lying flat upon 

our back, for we ha,ve been caught up with by another 
of those "funnies" : den~ue fever. 

Pronounced 'dingy', as in "dingy in the head." 
The first remark we heard from friends was, "my, that's 

appropriate." 

Someone else heard of us being bed:..ridd~n with the 
dengue. "We knew it all along." said this wit. "You 
mean he's just now getting around to discovering it?" 

Now about dengue, see. You get up in the morning 
feeling fine. By coffee break time you have a small, nag­
ging pain in the Small of the back. By noon it's a, savage 
fist beating you in the kidneys. By. six 'in the evening 
you think you have malaria, with Eskimo ch.i.hls one mo­
ment and fire of hades flushes the next. 

By nrne at night your family thermometer - which 
you haven't used in years - says 104 and you know 
yOUJ're gonna kick any milnute. So, With this imminent 
threat of death staring you in the face, you mad~d.ash 
it to the hospital. 

Now be it civilian or military hospital, people Who show 
up sick a,t 9:30 on a Saturday night are as welcome a.s 
wild tigers "1-ithout their rabies shots are in Times Square 
on New Year's Eve. 

The only people that hospitals generally condescend to 
see after Qffice hours are those that are either (a) bleed­
ing, or, (b) not breathing. 

Surprise! 

The fella& at the Navy Station Hospital greeted us cor­
dially, welcoming us like we were the only customer 
they'd had in weeks - which is about as far from the 
the truth as one can be. They're loaded with busuness. 

They marshalled their forces qwckly and cheerfully. 
Not once, mind you, did anyone say "Why didn't you 
come back Monday morning." 

Evecybody hustled and bustled with blood tests, X-rays, 
· blood pressures, et al, including the omnious empty bottle 
they give you. You know what for, don't you, Charles?) 

(Oh, and about that blood business. Have you ever no­
ticed in other places, how they spear you in the arm., and 
suck out a who~.e teapotful'.I: of blood, and then, when 
they're through there, they silash your fingm- with a 
razor blade and gather up a few drops more, for a glass 
slide)? 

We wondered about this :for yearn. Like, it's the same 
blood., ain't it ? Slo why not get it an in one place, in 
one full swoop ? 

.We are happy to report that the Navy HOSplital here 
has finally figured that one out probably a first in medical 
science, huh?) and just takes one shot of blood for every­
thing. 

And our slogan of the week, courtesy of Rocky Bridges, 
vi.a 'Sports Il'lustrnited.' : "IJittle League Baseball"s O.K. 
It keeps parents off the streets.,. ' 
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Joint Operations Resettle Civilians In 

The Planners 

HIGH LEVEL 

VILLAGE LEVEL 

RICE ROOT LEVEL 

BY LAND, WATER, AND AIR -
THE MARINES ARRIVE 

The "Pacification Pro- rine Battalion under the 
gram" initiated by Prime command of Maj. Nguyen 
Minister Maj. Gen. Nguyen Kien Hung, received orders 
Khanh got underway Apr. to assist in a joint ground-
1, when the ARVN 4th Ma- sea;-air operation. 

AT VINH LONG - Marine contingent arrives at Vinh 
Long after traveling by truck convoy from the Cuu Long 
Marine Camp in Saigon. 

HELICOPTER SUPPORT - Food and medical sup­
plies are fl.own in from Vinh Long to Hiep Thanh for the 
use of evacuating civilians. 

The Friend 

Target for the mission 
was Hiep Thanh, a staging the marine 
area of the Viet Cong guer- Hiep Thanh, ail 
rfililas located at the mouth 
of the Mekong River ~me te vicinity of tl 
60 miles southwest orf Sai- Viet Cong ins · 
gon. The 600-man marine ly moved o 
oontin.gent was assigned stronghold 
the mission of evacuating 
300 civilians with all their tion, grenades, 
personal belongings i.nclud:, and mines. 
ing cattle, pigs and other The VietnamE 
livestock. 

Briefings were conducted 
a1i V:inh Long by Ma,j. Gen. 
Duong Van Due, IV oorps 
commander, who was assds­
tecli by . his advisor Ool. 
Sammy N. Homan and 
other . ranking Vietnam­
ese and US officers. 

HALF-WAY MARK 
Nguyen Kien Hung, ( Cen 
Capt. Joe N. Smith, (Le 
Van Nho, (R;ght) Bn. 

AFTER THE B 

SITUA TJON WELL IN HAND - After the Hiep Thanh area was Rl 
TOUGH MARINE- Loa­
ded with field gear and wea­
pon, Vi~tnamese marine returns 
to assembly area for return 
trip on LST. 

cleared of Viet Cong, the marines took lime off for chow and a brief Ad 
relaxation break. Taking time off for a late lunch are (Left to Right) rid, 
Capt. Fred Daly, 9th Div., G-2 Advisor, · Capt. Joe N. Smith, USMC of 
Bn. Advisor, Maj. Nguyen Kien Hung, Bn. CO, and Capt. Niuyen 
Van Nho, Bn. ExO. 
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l~~.~i,!.~h~ati on 
battalion at Helicopters flew into the 

~ir and ground 25-kilometers area to supply 
the immedia- the civilians with food, me­
the area. The dical ,supplies and milk. 

~urgents hasti- General Due also gave the 
ut of their villagers money on behalf 

Leavilllg three of the government. 
~fies, ammuni- All the civilians were lo­
~s. documents acted by the Navy on two 

LOMs. Personal property 
marines was brought aboard the ves­

launches sels for evacuation to their 
new homes. 

The Viet Oong base was 
razed to the ground deny­
i!ng the guerrillas a source 
for their food and other 
much-needed supplies and 

getting all manpower. 
belongings During the 60-hours ope-

nference is conducted between Maj. 
triander of the. 4th Marine Bn., and 
-C Bn. Advisor and Capt., Nguyen 
(ng a brief break_. 

BATTLE 

Program In 
The Living ... And The Dead 

:ation, they coordinated Cong into the defensive. 
between the different armed No casualties were incurred 
services and devastating by the ARVN forces during 
firepower pushed the Vret the actlion. 

VC ROUND-UP - Vietnamese marines enter one of 
the small villages in search of VC guerrillas during mop­
ping-up operations. VC foxhole is located at the foreground. 

VC GRAVEYARD - Marines inspect the battalion-size 
graveyard of the Viet Cong guerrillas. The VC dead, 
killed in operations against government forces in the Delta 
area, were buried at the Hiep Thanh stronghold. 

\ Th~ Enemy 

REST FOR THE WEARY - Capt. Joe N. Smith, (Left) Bn. 
1Adaisor, watches Maj. Nguyen Kien Hung, ARVN Marine Commander, 
~ide a bull while Capt. Fred Daly, 9th Dia. Adaisor • takes adaantage 
of the lull to catch a catnap. 

DEAD VC SNIPER -
Sharpshooting Vietnamese ma• 
rines put an end to the career 
of this VC guerrilla. Three 
insurgents Were killed during 
the operations. 

Pai• S 

Mekong Delta 

The Refugees 

SICK CARRIED OUT 

SOME BALK ••• 

OTHERS WAIT ..• 

Story By 
SFC TONY BERMUDJ. 

Photos By 
SPS Rll.Y JEWET 
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VNAF Helicopter Pilots GraduClte 
Defense ]Minister Maj. 

Gen. Tran Thien Khiem 
presi.ided over tJhe gradua­
taon ceremonies of the se­
cond hellicopter pilot course 

last Satiurday at Tan Son 
Nhut Air Base. 

Sub-Brig. Gen. Nguyen 
Cao Ky, VNAF Commander, 
introduced the newly gra­

duated pilots and engineers 
to General Khiem. Twenty­
nine helicopter pilots recei­
ved their third lieutenant 
CQD'.lmissions and ,wings 

while 32 flight eng:ineer­
mecbanies received their 
graduation ceri.iJficates. 

GeneraJ: KY' presented 
VNAF W,:flngs to USAF ins-

Story By 
SFC TONY BERMUDEZ 
Photos By 

SSgt. BOB REID 

non-commissioned officers. 
NCOs receiving VNAF wings 
were TSgts. Carl G. Fergu­
son, Jr., and RobertJ Hick­
man ; SSgts. Janies 0. Ben­
son, Thomas B. Crowder, 
Benil(Y A. DeGaetano, Ha­
rold E. Dempsey:, John T. 
Duffy, Allen H. Dyer, Col­
bert Ezell, Paul J. Gorman, 
Don M. Ha&slm.an, James1 A. 
Health and Francis L. Hill. 

Also SSgts. Clifton E. Ein-
1;ructor-pilots anct Afrcr.ew man, OlJii.fford L. Johnson, 
11.1em.bers Wlilngs to 26 USAF · Walter J. Johnson, William 

B. Killough, Ollifford Lan­
gley, Thomas E. Madden, 
Charles 0. Maxwell, Walter 
H. May, Jerry E. Milliken, 
Alan L. Milner, Curtis, W. 
Pert, Robert E. Runni11ger 
and Everett W. Wright. 

Brig. Gen. Robert R. 
Rowland, Chief,, AF Sectiion, 
MAAG and Generali Ky pin­
ned wings on the distin­
guished graduates while 
course instructors pinned 
wings on the remaining 
gaduates. 

General Ky also pinned 
VNAF wings on Lt.. Col. 
F.M. oarney and Maj. Jack 
M. oannon. General Ki:iiem, 
assisted by Generals Row­
land and Ky, presented pla­
ques to the USAF inSJtruc­
tor-pHots and mech~nics. 

GENERAL KHIEM (Right} PINS TOP GRAD 

VNAF Commander (.left;.) looks on. 

FLIGHT MEOANWS AWARDED VNAF FLIGHT ENGINEER WINGS 
TSgt. Oarl G. Ferguson (1') and TSgt. Robert Hickman are decorated. 

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE 

General Rowland pins on wings. 

MAJOR <.NNON U,) AWARDED VNAF WINGS 
~ Oommander pins on wings. 

NEW HEilICOPTER PILOT GRADUATES 
Twenty-nine newly commissioned pB.ots stand in front of H-19. _ 

J 
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Roving Photographer 

Americans In Viet Nam 
Mourn Mac~rthur's Death 
Amenicans serving i'Il. Viet Nl:JJll felt the 'fading away' 

of General of the Anny Douglas MacArthur as a personal 

loss. Throughout the country, wherever U.S. advisors were 

pulling duty with their Vietnamese counterparts, the con­

-ver.sation was about the legend of MacArthur. 

Our Roving Photogra-
pher, visa.ting the I Corps, 
was able to interview a 
number of GI.s from Arkan,. 
sas, who1 were specially 
proud of coming from the 
state where the late gene­
-:ral was born. 

Thls week's question is: 
How do you fee} about the 
,death of Generali MacAr­
·thur and what do you think 
-of. hJim as an American ? 

COLE BUSH 

~4 Jesse J. Cole, Avia..-
'tion Mechanic, Hq.&Hq.'<Co., . 
52nd Avn., Da Nang, (Bay, 
Ark.) : "All!: of us men from 
Arkansas here ati the 52nd 
ieel terrible. You know the 
GeneraJ: was born in Ar~ 
kansas ! I f.eel a personal 
loss in Genera.l! MacArthur's 
passing away... he was a 
soldier's soldier.'' 

Sgt. Archie E. Bush, En­
listed: Advisor, Advisory 
Team No. 1, Da Nang, (Wtn­
*hrop, Ark.): "I am proud 
to have been born in the 
same state as GeneraJ: Mac­
Arthur but prouder still 
that I am an American sol­
dle~, iin the service of my 
country. I feel this way be­
ca~:i . .j:n General Mac­
Aq.lu:U~ ganant death, he 
has made the prof.ession of 
arms... a proud and useful 
career. He is one of the 
greatest Americans of all 
time!" 

BRADY VEHAWN 

X.-.. 

Sp4 Chris Brady, Classi­

fied Clerk, Office Chlief of 
USASEC, MAAG, (Dur.ham, 
N.C.): "The passing of Ge­

neral of the Army Douglas 

MacArthur was inevitable 
but h& now belongs to the 

history of the American 

people. It will take a long · 

time to produce another 

great man of his type and 
in the meanfilime he will 
serve as a,n inspiration to 
all Americans.·' 

YNI George C. Vehawn, 
Special], Operations Group, 

MACV (Lewiston, Mont.): 

"We lost a gooo man and a 
great miil.'itary leader. He is 

truly one of the greatest 
miUtary figures of the cen­
tury." 

BAlWIEC BENNETT 

Sp4 Leonard J. Baw,iec, 
Chief Clerk, G-3, I Corps, 

Advisory Team No. 1, Da 
Nang, (Bea.verdale, Pa.) : 

"America's youth mourns 
the passilng. of one of . its 
greatest heroes. He symbo­

liirred the strength and for­
wardness Olf its young peo­
ple and serves as an inspi­
ration for achievement and 
service to Amen.can ideals. 
I mourn his passing with 
deep sorrow." 

Sp5 Samuel L. Bennett, 
Ad:miln. Specialist, Hqs. I 
Corps, Da Nang, (Louisville, 
1Ky.): "General MacArthur · 

is a proud son of America. ... 
a great s0tldie11 anct his pass­

ing ends a life dedilcated to 
service. America has been 
blest with soldiers of his 
kitnd dedicated to Duty 

Honor - Country." 
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AFA CITATION- Maj. Gen. Rollen H. Anthis, (center) former Commander of the 2d 
Afr Dlofsfon, was awarded the Air Force Association's Citation of Honor by R;tired Gen. 
Nathan F. Twfn{n~. USAF, (Left) former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. at an 
AFA meeting in Washington last Mar. 25. Mr. Jack Gross. (right) Chairman of AFA's 
Board of Directors, was also present for the award. General Anthis. now Special Assistant 
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff for Counterinsurgency. was cited for " outstanding leadership 
and professional achieoement in support of the Vietnamese Air Force. while seroing as the 
Commander of the 2d Air Dlo .• PACAF, and of the Air Component. Military Assis­
tance Command, in Viet Nam and Thailand. 

it 
USAF Chief Of Staff 
Gen. LeMay Extended 

Washington (AFNS) 
Presfdent Lyn10Ill B. Jo!?-n:­
son announced Apr, 8 that 
Gen. 0Urti8 E. Le\May has 
agreed to the President's 
request that he continue as 
chief of staff of : the Air 
.Force until Feb. 1, 1965. 

GenerM LeMay's tour in 
the Pentagon was to have 
ended Jwie 30 of this year. 
General LeMay was ori­
ginally appointed for a two­
year term by the late Pre­
sident John F:. Kennedy 
and received a one-yeai- ex­
tension last year. 

Prior to 1961, General Le­
May served four years as 
vice chief of staff under 
Gen. Thomas D. White. 
Before that, he spent more 
than nine years as com­
mander-in chief of the Stra­
tegic Air Command. 

General Johnson 
Presents Awards 

Lt. Gen. Harold K. John,. 

For Operations, Department 
of the Anny, visited the 
U.S. Army Support Com­
mand, Viet Nam, 
his recent tour and present­
ed A:i-r Medals and Purple 
Hearts to 14 men. 

The ceremony, held on 
the Nha Trang airfield', h~ 
norect men of the 17th 
Avn. Co., 339th Trans. Qo., 
and the 362d. Sig. Company. 

Protestant Marines 
New Organ To CMA 

Donate 
Chapel 

Da Nang, Mari;ne Task Element (,10) - Normally Ohr.isl,. 
~eas6fi Tt>r-· g1mlfig, lmt''the Prote&­
tan\ men of the Marine Task Element have taken th.is 
same custom and applied it to the Easter season. 

Ool. Robert A. Merchant, 
Commander,: Marine 'Eask 
Element, and! Chaplain Lt. 
Ernes:t A. Dollar, presented 
an organ to the Christian 
Mis:sronary Alliance work 
here at Eastertide. 

The· formal presentation 
was made in the Marline 
Chapel where Reverend 
Ste,bbins,-the Mission Direc­
tor accepted ,tihe organ on 
hehallf of the mission. 

The organ was purchased 
in Hong Kong and trans­
ported to Dl:li Nang aboa.r(t 

a Marine 0-117D aircl'aift~ 
It wihl be used 'in one of the 
locall Wetnamese churches. 
1Funds for the purchase at 
the orga,n came from . mon­
ey contributed by the Pro­
testant · Marines to the Pro­
testant Chapel Fund. 

MUSICAL OFFERING- New organ is ,isefed to 
Vietnamese protestant church at Da Nang whel' certmony 
Was attended by (left to right) Chaplain (Lt. Ernt$/ A. 
Dollar, Col. Rober( A. Merchant, Reo. I Dinh To. 

• Reo. John Fitz stebbins and Vo Ngoc KY: J0 1ed) orga-
nist. (v·C Photo). 



Page 8 

FIELD TOUR- Lt. Gen. William C. Westmoreland, 
Deputy Commander MACV, exchanges courtesies with 
a Montagnard village chief -during his recent four of the 
II Corps Tactical Zone. (USAF Photo.) 

Charles A. 
Top USN 

Wetzel 
Civilian 

Wins 
Award 

HSAS (IO) - Charles A. Wetzel, chief maintenance 
quarterman for the HSAS Public Works Department r,e-­
ceived the 'U.S. Navy's highest a.ward for distrtnguished 
civilian service Apr. 9 during ceremonies held at the P1.11-
blic Works compound. 

The Secretary of the Na-

sailor at vy Distinguiished Civilian 
Service ward was present­
ed to ~,-r._;.~lrT~~u.ia.i..-i,~~~.J.:.io:1.0-.-. 

_ ]Friedman, HSA Co\m.ma.nd- Despite the possibility of 
er' on behalf of Secretary an explosion frQim a leak­
of the Navy Paul Nitze.. ing gasoline tank, he used 

The award was in reco~ portable cutting tools f,or 
gm.tion of wetzel's heroic two hours to remove por­
rescue of al serliously injur- tions of the wreckage, which 
eel U.S. Navy enlisted man was in constant danger of 
last Jul1y from the wreck- co~~ps.ing; further. The 
age of a truck tractor a/fter smashed/ tractor cab ha.cl 
an aoclid.ent in San Diego, pinned the sailor inside and 
Oaliforrua. He is credited tlWiStedl parts had actuaJly 
with saving the saiilor'SI life. penetrated his body. 

Wetzel, then employ- Wetzel, who has been 
ed at the Na.val Air Station: with HSAS for fout'I months, 
in san Diego, conducted has over 21 years of service 
reS1Cue operations to rem~ · as a Navy civilian employee. 

R&R 
Date of 

Departure/Return 

** 2 I .6 
* 28\p: 

** 29\p 

25-~ Apr. 

24-7 pr. 

SCHEDULE 
Passenger 

Check-in TSN 

KONG 

0 
0 

TO NHA TRANG 

0600-0630 

Spaces 
Anilahle 

36 

• pa856ger s . at Da Nang, Reporting time Da N 
1230 ~epar\• 

•• Pa9se. 
1130' 

personnel 1030 for 
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11Perry Mason" 
ToReturnToVN 

Actor Raymond Burr, fa,. 
mous for his weekly televi­
sion portrayal of cliilminal 
lawyer Perry Mason, is 
scheduled to return to the 
Far East - this time at the 
requesitJ of the Department 
of Defense and the U.S. 
State Department. 

Mr. Burr, who paid the 
Republio of Viet Nam a 
" unique " two-day visit 
last January is scheduled 
to visi1J here from Ma,y 28 

through June 15. 

• Dateline 
(Continued from t,a1e I) 

helicopter on April 1Q, ten 
miles north of Ca Mau. 

The helicopter was trans,­
porting the soldiers in su~ 
pott of ground operations 
in An Xuyen province when 
ithe tail boom of the heli­
copter separated from the 
ma.:ln portion of the air­
craft. 

The seven Vietnamese 
• and two of the Americans 
were kiLled iilSltantly. 
One of the crew members 
died on the way to the hos­
pital. The co~pi.~ot is pre­
sently iln the Statlon H,os­
pital in Sa!gvn. Hi:s condi­
tion is serious. 

The dead are : 1st Lt. Jo­
seph G. Galambos, Sp4 Wil-
1Jiam T. Cavanaugh, and 
PFO Albert L. Shimek. 

An investd.gation will be 
conducted to determine the 
cause of the accident. 

.A Silver Star 
( Contin.ued from page I) 

ground operation against 
the communist :forces. 

Captain Strebel was award­
ed the Air Medal during 
the :same ceremony for his 
other outstanding achieve­
ments in combat missli.o~s 
over Vtet Nam. He has been 
servi:ng in Viet Nam for 
over nine months. 
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Eligibles Versus Ouotas ; 
One Chance For 20 Candidates 

(SeconJ of II two part article) 

Altkougk tke following article concerns 011ly Air Force perso11nel, it fr 
printeJ kere because of its significance to all USAF e11listeJ personnel iw 
explaining the ~notty problem of airmen promotio11s. 

By Air Force regulation, every eligible .alirman must be 
given promotion consideration. Eligibility criteria, as set 
forth in the regulations, includes possessing the appr0,­
prlate Ai:r Force specialty, meeting minimum time-in 
grade requirrements, being recommended by the immediate 
commander and high performance. The weight given 
each of these factors, a:s 
well as other criteria used 
by :individual promotion 
boards, is left to the dis­
cretlilon <Yf commands and 

~ their lower •echelons. 

The Air Fone quota in 
each grade career field for 
each promot-i-On cycle is 
reached by cons)idering the 
number of personnel au­
thorized, the number ass~gn­
ed in the next ilower gra,de. 
These factors also deter­
mine the grades and career 
fields where promotlionsi may 
be unlimited', controlled by 
a percentage lunitation or 
given only to exceptionally 
iwell quaHfied (EWQ) air­
men. 

If the difference between 
the number of airmen au­
'thorized and assigned in a 
certain grade and C@-reer 
field i's more than the num­
ber of eligible ih the next 
lower grade, then promo­
tions are unlimited, i!.e., 
oonunands could, if they 
desired, promote their en­
tire quota for that particu­
Ia.r grade in that partieular 
career field. 

If the number of eligibles 
in the lol\Ver grade is more 
than the difference between 
the author'iized airmen in a 
certain grade and career 
field, then promotions are 
controlled. Commands may 
only promote a percentage 
of their quota in the parti­
cular field and grade. This 
percentage is reached by 
dividing the authorized and 

. assigned difference by the 
number eligible in the next 
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lower grade. 
When there are mor~ per­

sonnel assigned · than are 
authorized, promotion is 
rest.ricted to EWQ 81irmen. 
Th.is category assures that. 
all eligible airmen are given 
the chance to compete for 
promotion. 

This formula is applied 
to each of - the top six 
grades for each career 'field 
and the resUil.is placed on a. 
Promo1lion Allocation List. 
The list is sent to each com­
mand along with its prorata. 
share Olf the Air Force pro-­
motion quota. 

Command quotas are ba-. 
sed on the number of eligi­
ble airmen assigned. For 
example, if the Air Force 
quota to master sergeant is 
4,000 and there · are 80,000· 
elig.l)ble technical sergeants 

-i 
only one in 20 or five per 
cent can be promoted. Thus. 
if the Strategic Air Com­
mand, which has the lar­
gest number of personnel. 
should report that 25,000 of" 
those eligible are assigned 
to it, then its promotion 
allocaUon to master ser~ 
geant would be 25,000 x .05" 
or 1,250. 

In the top two enlisted 
grades, where the promo­
tion qnota often is not large­
enough to permit a break­
down to commands in some· 
career fields, a central board 
is held at liq. USAF. Com­
mands nominate candidates 
for promotion and the 
board makes the· final se­
lections. 

Major Edward R. Hicks 
HQ MAAG USASEC-Log Div. 

APO 143, San Francisco, Calif. 

TO 
Mrs. Edward R. Hicks 

·········-· Floresville, Texas 78114 




