Quan Doi Nhan Dan (People’s Army) newspaper, 26 Aug 2006, accessed 28 Aug 2006 at
http.//www.gdnd.vn/qdnd/baongay.psks.nhanvat.2270.qdnd

Saturday, 26 August 2006

The Remains of Hero Le Xuan Phoi Found in the Ia Drang Valley
[Tim Hal Cét Anh Hiing Lé Xuan Phdi Tal Thung Liing Ia Prang]
By Dang Van Lam [Péang Van Lam]

On 17 November 1965 Senior Captain Le Xuan Phoi, Commander of 8
Battalion/66"™ Regiment/304™ Division, courageously commanded his troops in battle and
died a heroic death in the Ia Drang Valley during the historic Pleime Campaign. For his
particularly outstanding achievements, in 1995 the State Chairman [President] of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam posthumously awarded Senior Captain Le Xuan Phoi the
title of Hero of the People’s Armed Forces. Recently the remains of this martyr were
found in the very place where the ferocious battle between 8™ Battalion/66" Regiment
and 1* Battalion/U.S. 1* Air Cavalry Division was fought (in Chu Phong Village, Duc
Co District, Gia Lai Province).

At midday on 15 August 2006, a solemn ceremony to “Receive and Bury
Martyred Herod Le Xuan Phoi” was held at City Block 3, Lam Son Town, Tho Xuan
District, Thanh Hoa Province. The ceremony was organized by the local Party
Committee, the People’s Committee, the Fatherland Front, the Veterans Association, and
the family. After the ceremony, we had a chance to talk to Mrs. Le Thi Thu, the only
child of Martyred Hero Le Xuan Phoi. Still emotional about being able to finally receive
the remains of her father after 41 years of waiting, she told us that when she was growing
up, her mother (Mrs. Nguyen Thi Huong, who died in 2002 from a chronic illness) told
her that when Mrs. Thu was two years old a friend of her father’s who had returned from
the battlefield told her mother that her father had fought and died heroically on the
battlefields of the Central Highlands. Back then our newspaper, “People’s Army” [Quan
Doi Nhan Dan] published many articles about the battle in the Ia Drang Valley,
describing how her father, a battalion commander, had been in direct command of the
fighting. However, it was not until 1976 that the government officially informed the
family of his death and provided the family with a commendation certificate
acknowledging the Fatherland’s gratitude. For almost 40 years, she told us, her mother
had single-handedly raised her while working at the Province Forestry Products
Purchasing Station. For so many years after peace was restored, her mother and the
entire family longed for the day when her father’s remains would be found so that they
could be brought back for burial to the place where the family, his wife, child, and
grandchildren were living. Unfortunately, many search efforts by friends and loved ones
failed to find him. Recently, in mid-August, during a resolute and reverential search
conducted by Mr. Luong (the martyred soldier’s son-in-law) with whole-hearted and
outstanding support (both personnel and equipment) provided by the Duc Co District
Military Unit, 66™ Regiment/10" Division, and in particular with all-out and extremely
effective assistance provided by two former soldiers and comrades-in-arms of Martyred
Hero Le Xuan Phoi, Dang Xuan Ba and Nguyen Dinh Mai, the remains of Martyr Phoi
were found right on the battleficld where Phoi fought, died, and was buried by his men.



Even though they are now elderly, with the deep affection fellow soldiers hold for one
another these two veterans willingly traveled up from Dalat to the Ia Drang battlefield to
find the remains of Martyr Le Xuan Phoi.

Dang Van Ba confidently directed them to the location with virtually complete
certainty that this was the location where Martyr Le Xuan Phoi was buried. When Mai
slowly unwrapped many strands of parachute cord, two layers of plastic wrapped around
a bottle of penicillin, and then three more layers of plastic, a small piece of paper was
found. On the paper was scribbled the words, “Le Xuan Phoi, native of Ninh My village,
Gia Khanh District, Ninh Binh Province — 8660IDVM —86972.ZQ.” At that moment Ba,
Mai, Luong, and Comrade Pham (Political Officer from the 66™ Regiment) all shouted,
“It’s Martyr Le Xuan Phoi! This is Le Xuan Phoi!”

As they watched the videotape that recorded this memorable moment, the entire
family of Le Xuan Phoi and the people of Lam Son Town who came to burn incense
sticks to his memory all were deeply moved, because it was clear that under terrible
conditions during heavy fighting, the soldiers who had buried Le Xuan Phoi had carried
out their task very carefully, meticulously, scientifically, and with a spirit of great
responsibility. Certainly, when they buried him his fellow soldiers thought that one day,
after the war was over, his family and his comrades-in-arms would come to look for the
remains. Afier 41 years, the jungle rains of the Central Highlands and the ravages of time
had still not destroyed their careful and loving handiwork. The remains of Martyred
Hero Le Xuan Phoi had now been found in an incredibly emotional moment for his
comrades-in-arms and his family.

Le Xuan Phoi was born on 22 July 1930 in Da Gia Hamlet, Ninh My Village, Gia
Khanh District (now Hoa Lu District), Ninh Binh Province. After joining the army in
March 1947, Le Xuan Phoi rose from the rank of private (he was a courier) to become a
platoon, company, and battalion-level officer. He participated in many major campaigns,
including the Bac Bac Campaign, the Piedmont [Trung Du} Campaign, the Northern Laos
[Thuong Lao} Campaign, and the Dien Bien Phu Campaign during the resistance war
against the French, and in every battle he performed outstanding feats of arms. During a
battle against an enemy sweep operation in Vinh Phuc during the Piedmont [Trung Du]
Campaign (January 1952}, the enemy outnumbered our forces many times over. When
his platoon commander was killed, even though he was wounded Deputy Platoon
Commander Le Xuan Phoi took over and commanded his platoon in the battle, killing
dozens of enemy soldiers, repelling many enemy counterattacks, and maintaining firm
control of the battle area. In a surprise attack on a concentration of enemy troops in Ban
Ban [Ban Village] during the Northern Laos Campaign (April 1953), as the commander
of an assault platoon Le Xuan Phoi charged forward at the head of his unit, penetrating
deep into the enemy position, and dividing the enemy force. Dozens of enemy troops
were killed, and his unit seized control of the position.

During a battle against an encmy counterattack at Ban Bong [Bong Village]
during the Dien Bien Phu Campaign, Le Xuan Phoi, now the commander of a heavy
machinegun platoon, commanded his platoon in a heroic fight that killed many enemy
soldiers. The fighting was savage and our troops suffered heavy casualties, killed and
wounded. When the commander of the infantry unit to which his platoon was attached
was killed, Le Xuan Phoi took over command of both units in the battle. Under his



command, our troops repelled many enemy counterattacks, killed and wounded almost
100 enemy soldiers, firmly held their positions, and protected our wounded from harm.

Of special note was his performance in the battle fought on 17 November 1965 in
the Ia Drang Valley during the historic Pleime Campaign, our first fight against one of
the most powerful and elite units of the American army in South Vietnam. The battle
lasted for eight full hours. Le Xuan Phoi’s 8" Battalion completely annihilated one of the
U.S. 3™ Brigade’s operating companies and played the primary role, in coordination with
another friendly unit, in totally annihilating the remnants of the U.S. 1** Air Cavalry
Division’s 1° Battalion. A total of 400 American troops were eliminated from the
battlefield.

In this battle Le Xuan Phoi “fought on both the left and the right,” driving straight
into the middle of the enemy formation and constantly using tall termite mounds to stand
on to observe the enemy and command his troops. He was always at the point where the
fighting was the most ferocious to urge his soldiers to “grab the enemy’s belts to fight
them.” When the battle was almost over, severely wounded and with his intestines
spilling out of his abdomen, Le Xuan Phoi held his wound together, ripped up a piece of
parachute cloth used for camouflage to bind up the wound, and continued to command
his troops in battle until he finally breathed his last breath. This victory forced the
American soldiers of the 1°* Air Cavalry Division to retreat from the Ia Drang Valley. On
30 August 1995 Chairman of the Council of State | President] of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam, Le Duc Anh, posthumously awarded our highest honor, the title of “Hero of the
People’s Armed Forces,” to Martyr Le Xuan Phoi.

Remembering Le Xuan Phoi, in his memoir, “Central Vietnam: The Unforgettable
Years” [Mién Trung, nhitng thang ngay khong quén], Colonel General Nguyen Nam
Khanh [Nguyén Nam Khénh] wrote:

“... We had confidence in Le Xuan Phoi, a battalion commander full of fighting
ability who had risen up through the ranks, starting as a private... We waited for an
outstanding battle to take place, because 8™ Battalion was on the march toward the area
and we knew Le Xuan Phoi would not get lost. He was very expert in all staff functions
and was skilled in the use of maps. ... Captain Le Xuan Phoi still had his pack, covered
with a piece of parachute cloth, on his back. He wore a hat that was also covered with
parachute cloth for camouflage. He held his pistol in one hand, and in the other hand he
held a bamboo cane with a wooden carving of a rabbit’s head stuck on one end (probably
a favorite souvenir of his). He used the cane to point out targets for his mortars and
heavy machineguns, and he also swung it back and forth to direct the maneuvers of his
subordinate companies. When the fighting was the fiercest, standing straight upright he
ran over to our two heavy machineguns as they spat bullets at the enemy. While
helicopter gunships swooped overhead firing rockets and grenades and as the roar of
enemy AR-135 rifles firing shook the heavens, he stood erect, calmly observing the battle
and commanding his troops. It seemed as if all he was concerned with was commanding
his forces and did not even think about trying to duck the hail of enemy bullets. ... Under
the intelligent and courageous command of Le Xuan Phoi, 8" Battalion attacked down
from the north-northwest straight into the enemy s reconnaissance platoon and 4
Company and attacked and cut through the battle formation of 2" Battalion/3® Cavalry
Brigade, splitting the enemy battalion’s formation in half and blocking their movement.
His troops annihilated the bulk of two platoons from A Company during the first half-



hour of the battle and pushed the enemy back onto the defensive. ... Le Xuan Phoi died
during the last stage of the battle. His death was an immeasurable loss, but his proud
stance, his face always pointed toward the front lines, had given added strength to those
soldiers who still survived...”

Now, after 41 years Le Xuan Phoi has finally returned home to his final rest, right
beside the grave of his beloved wife. From the Ia Drang Valley, a place-name that has
gone down in history as an example of our resolve to fight and defeat the American
aggressors, he has now returned to his home in Lam Son, Thanh Hoa Province. Even
though it was not his birthplace, he became bound to this land with the ties of love — it is
where he married his wife and fathered a daughter before leaving to fight on the
battlefields of South Vietnam. His family and the locality he called home are proud of
him, a hero who left behind for future generations an example of fighting courage. His
words as he urged his soldiers to fight before he died, “grab the Americans’ belts to the
fight them,” became a source of motivation for the cadres and enlisted men who followed
in his footsteps and brought our people’s fight forward to complete victory.

By Dang Van Lam (People’s Army Publishing House})

thir bay, 26/08/2006, 10:28 (GMT + 7)
Tim hai c6t anh hung Lé Xuén Phoi tai thung liing Ia Pring

Ngay 17-11 nim 1965, dai 0y Lé
Xuan Phéi, tiéu doan trirong tiéu
dodn 8, trung doan 66, Su doan 304
d3 chi huy b ddi chién ddu qua cam
va anh diing hy sinh tai thung liing
Ia Prang trong chién dich Play-me
fich sir. Vi ¢6 nhitng thanh tich dic
iét xuit sic, dai vy Lé Xuan Phai
da dugc Chu tich nudc CHXHCN

B Viét Nam truy ting danh hiéu Anh
hing LLVT nhan dan nam 1995.
Vira qua hai cdt cha liét sT da dugc

| tim thay tai diing noi xdy ra trén

B quyét chién gifta tleu doan §, trung
i doan 66 cia ta véi tidu doan 1 thude
su doan "Ky binh khong van" sé 1
cia My (xa Chu Pong, huyén Puc
Co, tinh Gia Lai). Trua ngay 15
thang 8 nam 2006, sau budi & long
trong "DP6n nhan va an tang Anh
hing liét sT L& Xuan Phéi" tai khu
phé 3, thi trdn Lam Som, huyén Tho
Xuén, Thanh Héa do Pang uy, Uy
ban nhan dan, Hoi ddng nhén dan,



Miit trin T quéc, Hoi Curu chién binh va gia dinh t6 chirc, chung t6i c6 dip trao ddi, tro
chuyén véi chi Lé Thi Thu (con gai duy nhét ciia Anh hing liét s L& Xuin Phéi). Trong
niém xtc déng duge dén di cbt ciia ngudi cha sau 41 nim, chi cho biét: Khi 16n Ién chi
dugc me chi (ba Nguyén Thj Huong, da mét nim 2002 do bénh hiém ngheo) ké lai, khi
chi tron 2 tudi, ban clia bé chi tir chién truémg tror vé cho biét, bd cua chi da chién déu va
hy sinh anh diing tai chién trudmg Tay Nguyén. Khi d6 bao Qudn dgi nhdn ddn d3 c6
phong sy nhleu ky tudng thudt trin d4nh tai la Priang ma bd chi 1a tiéu doan truong, truc
tiép chi huy tidu doan. Nhung mai dén nam 1976, gia dinh mai chinh thite dugc Nha
nuéc bao tir va cip Bang T qudc ghi cong. Subt gin 40 nim, me chi di mot minh nudi
con khon lén, hoan thanh nhiém vy cdng tac tai Tram thu mua Lam san cla tinh. Nhiéu
ndm sau hoa binh, me chi va gia dinh luén mong c6 mét ngay tim thay hai c¢bt ciia bb chi
dé dua vé an nghi noi gia dinh, vg con va cAc chau dang sinh séng. Rat tiéc, nhidu cude
tim kiém cia nguoi than déu khong dat két qua. Gan day nhét, vao trung tudn théng 8,
trong cudc tim kiém diy quyét tim va thanh kinh ctia anh Luong (con ré ctia liét s7), duoc
sw gitp d& tan tinh, chu d4o c4 vé phuong tién va nhan luc ctia huyén ddi Dic Co, cua
Trung doan 66, Su doan 10, va dac biét 1a sy tén tuy, diy trach nhiém va hét stc higu qua
clia hai cuu chién binh, déng doi cia Anh hung li¢t sT Lé Xuan Phéi, 1a bac Dang Xudn
Ba va bac Nguyén Dinh Mai, hai c¢bt cua liét sT da dugc tim thy ngay chinh tai chién
truong noi liét st chién d4u, hy sinh va dwoc ddng ddi mai tang. Mic du tudi da cao, da
vuot qua tudi "xura nay hiém", song vo1 tinh cam sdu ddm voi ddng dbi, hai cmu chién
binh d3 khéng quan xa x6i tir Ba Lat v& lai chién triromg [a Drang tim hai cbt cna liét s
L& Xuan Phéi.

Khéng thé kim dwoc xtc déng khi khai quat vi tri do bac Pang Vin Ba chi din voi
sir tin tudng gé’m nhu chéc chin, d6 chinh 12 noi an tang liét s Lé Xuin Phdi. Ca bac Ba,
bac Mai, anh Lwong, ddng chi Phdm (can bo chinh trj cua Trung doan 66), déng chi Hoan
(can bd cna huyén ddi Pac Co) cing reo to: "Liét st Lé Xudn Phéi ddy réi, ding g Lé
Xudn Phéi!”, khi bac Mai 1in luot g& nhiéu soi day du, hai 1ép tang niléng boc ngoai lo
pénixilin, tlep den 13 3 [6p nilong nita, mdt cudn gidy nho 16 ra, trén t& gidy ghi rd bang
chir viét tay rit nin nét:

"Lé Xuén Phéi, Ninh M¥, Gia Khanh, Ninh Binh - 8660IDVM -86972.ZQ" Khi xem
lai doan bdng video ghi lai khoanh khéc dang nh¢ nay, ca gia dinh nd1 ngoai cua liét sT Lé
Xuén Phéi va nhan dan thi trdn Lam Son dén thip huong, déu ¢6 cam nghi chung hét sizc
xuc ddng: Trong diéu kién chién trudmg 4c liét, nhilng chién si lam nhi¢m vy mai tang liét
s Lé Xuan Phoi thoi ky d6 da 1am hét sirc cdn than, chu ddo, diy trach nhiém va c6 tinh
khoa hoc. Chic 13 khi mai tang liét sT, cac ddng ddi cua liét sT da nghi tdi s€ c6 mdt ngay
nao dé sau chién tranh, ddng dbi va gia dinh s€ di tim hai cot Sau 41 nam, mua rimg Tay
Nguyén, sir tir hiiy ctia thoi gian vin khong lam moén duge tam long ciia ddng ddi1. Hai cot
clia liét sT Anh hing L& Xuén Phoi d dugc tim thiy trong niém xic déng vo bdy ciia ddng
do6i va gia dinh.

Lé Xuan Phoi sinh ngay 22 thang 7 nam 1930, tai thén Pa Gia, xd Ninh My, huyén Gia
Khanh (nay la huyén Hoa Lu), tinh Ninh Binh. Nhip ngfi thang 3 nam 1947, L¢ Xuan

Pho1 trudmg thanh tir chién s lién lac 18n cén bd trung ddi, dai doi, tiéu doan. Anh tham
gia nhiéu chlen dich 1én nhu: Bic Bic, Trung Du, Thugng Lao, Dién Bién Phu... trong
khang chién chéng Phép, trin ndo cling 1ap cong xuét sic.Trin chdng can & Vinh Phtc



Lé Xuén Phéi 1a trung déi phd, tuy bj thuong van Ién chi huy trung d6i chién déu, diét
hang chuc tén, danh lui nhiéu dot phan kich cua dich, giir vimg trdn dia. Tran tap kich,
cum quén dich & ban Ban trong chién dich Thuong Lao (4-1953), 1a trung déi trudmg
xung kich, L& Xuan Phdi xéng x40 din dau don vi thoc su, danh chia cit dich, diat hang
chuc tén, lam chu tran dia.

Tréin dénh phén kich & ban Bong trong chién dich Dién Bién Phi, L& Xuén Phoi 12 trung
doi truong dai lién, da chi huy trung doi chién déu diing cam, diét nhidu dich. Tran danh
dién ra quyét liét, bé ddi thuong vong nhidu, déng chi chi huy don vi bg binh ban hy sinh
L& Xuan Phéi da 1én thay, chi huy ca hai luc lugng chién d4u, danh lui nhiéu dgt phan
kich ciia dich, diét gan 100 tén, gifr vimg trén dia, bao vé an toan thuong binh. Dac biét
tran danh ngay 17 thang 11 ndm 1965, tai thung liing Ia Drang, trong chlen dich Play-me
lich str, 1dn dau tién chu lyc cua ta giao chién véi mdt dom vi stmg s6 sé 1 cia quan d6i
M¥ & chién trudng mién Nam. Tran danh kéo dai subt 8 tiéng, tiéu doan 8 do L& Xuan
Phéi chi huy da diét gon dai d6i hanh quan ctia lir doan 3 va giit vai tro chu yéu phéi hop
v&i don vi ban diét toan bd luc luong con lai cia tiéu doan 1 thudce su doan "Ky binh
Khéng van" s6 1 cia My, loai khoi vong chién d4u 400 tén. Tai trin nay Lé Xuan Phéi da
"ta xung hiru dot" gitra d6i hinh cta dich, ludn tim nhimg go d4t cao dé dimg quan sat
dich va chi huy bd d6i. Anh ludn cé mat ¢ nhimg noi gay cin nhét, déng vién bo d6i
"bam thét lung dich ma danh". Luc gan két thiic tran danh, b thuong ning, rudt loira
ngoai, L& Xuan Phdi da tu 4n vét thuong, xé khan du nguy trang dé bing bo, tiép tuc chi
huy bd ddi chién déu cho dén hoi the cudi cung. Tran thing nay da budc quan My thude
su doan ky binh bay s6 1 phai thao chay khoi thung liing Ia Pring. Liét si Lé Xuan Phoi
duoc Chu tich nuée Cong hoa x3 hoi chil nghia Viét Nam Lé Dirc Anh ky Quyét dinh
truy tdng danh hi¢u cao quy "Anh hung lyc lugng vii trang nhén din" ngay 30 thang 8
nim 1995,

3

Nh¢ vé Lé Xuan Phéi, trong hdi ky “Mién Trung nhitng thang ngay khéng quén”,
Thuong tudng Nguyén Nam Khénh viét: ... Ching ti tin & Lé Xudn Phéi, mét tiéu
doan trudng gidu bdn linh chién ddu; trudmg thanh tir chién st ma lén ... Ching 16i cho
mot trdn danh ngoan muc s€ xdy ra, vi tiéu dodn 8 dd va dang trén ducmg hanh qudn, Lé
Xudn Phoi khong thé lac duoc. Anh rdt thao tdc nghiép cong tdc tham muu, thao si dung
ban d6... Pai 1y Lé Xudn Phéi trén lung vin nguyén chiéc ba 16 khoac mzeng vai du, dau
doi mii ben ngoat ciing boc vdi dii, mot tay rit khdu sung ngin, mét tay cam gdy tre & géc
c6 hinh giéng nhu ddu con thé (chdc la vt ky niém quy cuia anh), anh vira chi thi muc
tiéu cho hoa luc cdi, dai lién, vira diéu dong cdc dai d6i van dong theo huomg cdy gdy
ciia anh vong trdi, vong phai. Giita lic trdn danh dc liét nhdt ankh vén thang nguoi chay
dén hai khdu dai lién cia ta dang nha dan vao hudng dich. Trong lic trén khong ngdy bay
triec thang vil trang vira phong roc-kér vira nha dan céi, dudi mét dit dan AR1S né rim
troi, anh van ditng than nhién quan sat va chi huy. Hinh nhu anh lo chi huy, chir khong lo
tranh dan... Dudi su chi huy diing cam va muru tri cua Lé Xudn Phoi, tiéu doan 8 tir
huémg Bdc-Tdy Béc ddnh thing vio trung d6i trmh sdt, dai dji 4, tién cong cdt ngang
d6i hinh tiéu doan 2, trung doan 3 ky binh, chia cdt dpi hinh tiéu doan va chdn dimg
chung lai, tiéu diét phan Iom hai trung doi cua dai dpi A trong mira gic chién ddu dau
tién, don dich vao thé bi ddng doi phé... Lé Xudn Phéi hy sinh trong khi cudc chién ddu



ngang huong vé phia trudc cua anh da tiép thém sic manh cho nhitng ngudi con
song...”.

Véy 1 sau 41 nim, L& Xuan Phoi da tr vé yén nghi bén canh nim md ngudi Vg yéu quy!
Tir thung liing Ia Prang, mét dia danh da di vao lich sir nhur mot biéu twong vé quyét tim
“dam danh” va “danh thang” ké tht xam luge My, anh vé lai ving qué Lam Son, Thanh
Héa tuy khong phai 1a noi anh sinh ra, nhung anh da gan b6 bing mét tinh yéu, xay dung
gia dinh va sinh con gai trudce khi vao chién truomg mién Nam chién déu. Gia dinh, qué
huong tir hao vé anh, ngudi anh hing da dé 1ai cho doi sau tim guong chién d4u qua
cam. Lai anh d6ng vién bd doi chién dAu trude lic hy sinh “bam thit lung My ma danh”
da tr& thanh ddng lyc tinh than cho 16p 16p can b, chién si tiép budce anh dua cude chién
dAu ciia dan toc dén toan théng,

PANG VAN LAM (Nha xudt ban Qudn dgi nhdn dan)



