
From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Datr: Sal. 30 Aug .2003 II ::!7"39 EDT 
Subjrct: Re: 
Mnsage-ID: < 

Merle, 

Many, many !hanks for this. 

I just signed a coilll act fD 90 fD Iraq as a civilian conlracilr interrogalor for one year. I am ammt 
certain it wil faIIlhru though since my cler.mces are not likely to be updated in time to go. The FBI 
wil not release !he BIIhey are neaty COf11)leting frl has laken them one yea- fD do my BI for a 
KIvner 6nguist position). 

If perchance you are inleresled in gelling blown up in Iraq, contact MarX O'Ermes at 
. They were stiI in need of 17 bodies ecrIier !his week. 

Rich 

From: Merle 1 Pribbenow 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: Sat. 30 Aug .2003 J 813 :43 -0400 
Subjrct: Re 

Rich, 
I wish you luck with 1nIq, but my clearances e>lpired years ago (as did my desire to 

slap around some Arab terrorist whom I could not talk to directly). I had my shot at 
interrogating Arab terrorisu more than a decade ago - it wasn't any fun and I got 
absolutely nowhere. AI my advanced age,I have no desire to try it again. Now, if the 
requirement to was interrogate VIETNAMESE terrorists, I might have a different 
answer. 

They should be beating the bushes for Arab speakers and have the language schools 
churning out Arab speakers by the dozens. This thing starting to look pretty bad, and I'm 
not sure it's going to get better for a long time. 

Hope you found the translation useful. 

From: 
To:! ~ 
Date: Sat, 27 Sep 2003 21 :49:44 EDT 
Subject: Re: Fw: Riding a Dead Horse 
Message-lD: < 

Merle. 



They just contracted me to ride !he dead horse in Iraq. Leaving for Ft BIss in seven hours, and on 
to Kuwait over next weekend. 

Hang in there! 

Rich Arant 

From: RICHARANT@ao! com 
To: mpnbbeno@lunocom 
Date: Wad. 15 Oct 200317:17:50 EDT 
Subject: Good call, Merle 
Message.JD: «f5 32953d5f 2cb! 13i e@aoi corn> 

Merle, 

Yau had it conect on !he Iraq thing. One week at Abu G/uayd prison in Baghdad and I 
had conlact willi roore naked • Jhadis'lhan I ever cared to see or smell. 11 sick to !he horrors of 
T uoI Sleng from hem on out if I ever get !he urge to leave Indiana again. 

Take care, 

Rich Arant 
From: Merle L Pribbenow « > 
To: 
Date: Wad, 15 Oct 200318:36:37-0400 
Subject: Re: Good call, Merla 

Rich, 
Good to hear from you. With all the news reports 'Ne see out of Baghdad, I 

was little worned about you. It's hard to tell with the press, however. I remember 
how they made Saigon sound - we had terrorism in those days too, but it very 
seldom affected one's day to day activities. Is it the same there? 

Hope you have a chance to get to relax every once in a while. I'm sure the 
enlertairvnent scene in Baghdad is nothing like Tu Do Street in Saigon in the old 
days. Do you guys get periodiC R&R out of there? 

If you're lOOking for a little reaeation and escapist reading, and provided you 
can get parcel delivery, I have a new book to recommend to you. An old friend 
and colleague of mine from Saigon has just published a novel titled "Saigon 
Station" about a Vietnamese language interpreterltranslalor who was recruited by 
and worked for Saigon Station during the 1967-1968 period. While it is a novel, it 
is based on a number of real events and real people (both heroes and villains), 
many of whom I knew. One of the events described in the novel is the secret 
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release of a VC prisoner aimed at developing a seaet dialogue with the NLF 
(and possibly reauiting a senior NLF officer). This ''fictional'' account is baSed on 
a real operation that led to the 1987 American "peace feeler" toward the NLF 
codenamed BUTTERCUP. BUTIERCUP is described in considerable detail in 
documents released in the 1987 volume of Foreign Relations of the United 
States. My friend (the author) was personally involved in this little operation. The 
book. which can be purchased through Amazon.com. gives a great description of 
the Saigon Station bureaucracy, the dingy wor1ting offices, and the infighting and 
backbiting that were endemic to that time and place. I recommend it highly. 

The following link will take you to the book on Amazon.com Enjoy. 

http 1/v.'WW.amazon.comlexec/obldosIASINI0595293840Igid%3D1 066178428/3, 
%301 1-1/ref%3Dsr"k5F11%5F1/103-4214366-0772658 

From: 
To: 
Date: Thu. 16 Oct 2003 04:50:41 EDT 
Subject: Re: Good call. Merle 
Message-ID: • 

Merle, 

The book sounds great. 111 track one down. 

MerJe 

rm badt in Inciana. Mer1e. l'hIIr1iI was nothing in Baghdad for me. The interprem (iii US citizens) 
were lltea. but I don't _ working wiItl i_reters. The sources were probably wonderful, but I 
had 110 luck will! lhem. I do onty UIty and emotional approaches. and won' treat anyone wiItl the 
ha'sII hand that almost everyone feels is needed in these cases. To me. they have the advantage 
• they seem ID know that _ a new government is formed. they will be turned ba::k out on the 
street A/IogetIer something I did not want any part of. Ongoing investigations of unauthorized 
nighIIime inIerrogaIions rA female prisoners in isolations eels, S. s. WorIdng for NCOS wit1l 
Ihree yeas service, that Idnd rA lhing. 

The priSon il'leIfwas imeres1ing. and reninded me of Tool SIeng on a much larger scale. as it held 
10,000 prisoners at times. The COIJ1)Ound comes under some type of hcrassment several times 
each night. but heavy JIC*oIIng in the II1!a has kept tIings reasonable since two were killed and 
IhirIlen wounded in a marta' attack in late September. Mortar aIIaCks hit several times while I was 
there, but the ~ncI is waled off inIo so many sections that the noise hanly disturbs 
anybody's sleep. No inlelrogalor is allowed ID leave the prison for any reason. I never met an Iraqi 
who was nota prisoner. The workday averages 16-18 hDIn, 12 rAwhich are paid, the rest 
unbiIabie. No hope of Iean1ng the language under those conditions. 

So I gave it~. Hated to lose the cash, but Ire is too short. f1I stick with what I already know from 
hereon out 
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Rich 

From: Merle L Pribbenow < > 
To: 
Date: Thu, 16 Oct 2003 07:50:27 -0400 
Subject: Re: Good call, Merle 

Rich, 
Sorry things didn't tum out, Rich, but I can't say that I'm surprised. It just 

didn't sound like a job that was do-able or one that would haVe much that any of 
us old farts might find rewarding. Re the interrogations, I agree with you about 
the "harsh hand" issue. I don't have any qualms about making nasty 
threats, slapping on tight, uncomfortable handcuffs and shackles, wearing them 
out with round the clock questioning, letting them go hungry and/or thirsty for a 
day or two, and generally trying to put "the fear of God" into them, but I don't go 
in for rough stuff. The results that kind of thing achieves are not worth the cost 
they exact from the prisoner AND from the interrogator. You studied Tool Sleng -
you know what happens to men's souls (or consciences) when they do that kind 
of thing. 

Glad you're back in the good old U.S. of A. Lers stay in touch. I have a few 
Cambodia-related things I would like to run by you sometime. 

From: . 
To: 
Date: Thu, 16 Oct 200308:29:20 EDT 
Subject: Re: Good call. Merle 

Merle 

M.ssage~D:< > 

Merle, 

Thanks for the comrortng words. I was taught that one used ruses and sublerfuge ID induce the 
fell' and uncettinty necessay 10 gain tile prisoner's detention. I saw all kinds of opportunity ID 
i~1ement that sort or thing. but they (the IYiIitary reservists running tile show) ewe not at the sIage 
where they ewe even considering those kinds of Iactics. While they have built a m~boo1h box for 
inlerrogalions ~ with two way mirrors, the inIerroga1Drs choose to interrogale inside 
Saddam's old isolation cells with no witnesses or gllCl'ds close enough 10 be witnesses. No oflicers 
interrogate, and no ofIi:ers mooi1Dr whaI is iDuaily going on. M this wi change after the ongoing 
investigations run their COIn8, rm StKe, and \lings will get on Irac:k SOOIeday shortly before we 
decide ID pull out I don't mean ID beat all this ID deaIh, but wanted ,ou to know that your 
assessment of tile assignment was on the mark. I was nave in \linking I could handle SlJCh a 
ll'ission and even think I coWd hire an inteIpielelID teach me some or the language over the 
course of a yea-. Even had everything been perfect there,l now know that I could not have 
physically held out ITIQ than six monIIIs a most. But I cid lean things that I had always wondered 
aboUlI found that nota soul worried aboutthe mortar alhris, and disoovered wily. Itjusi isnt real 
until it happens ID you or ,our buddy. It's all more like a movie than realty. 
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As you say, lefs stay in touch. 

Rich 

From: Merle l Pribbenow < > 
To: 
Date: Thu, 16 Oct 2003 09:34:02 -0400 
Subject: Re: Good call. Merle 

Rich, 
This is a subject I have thought about quite a bit recently. I wrote an article 

this summer on the subject of interrogation - specifically, on the value of "rough" 
treatment during interrogation - baSed on the recently-published memoirs of a 
senior North Vietnamese securityRntelligence officer who was interrogated by 
Frank Snapp in Saigon 1972-73 (Snapp wrote about the interrogation in his book, 
"Decent Interval'), My article was accepted last month for publication in studies 
in Intelligence, the Agency's in-house joumal, but they promised me it will be 
placed in the unclassified edition and will available to the public on the Agency's 
website. Hopefully it will be published soon, as I think it might be of use 10 the 
young Agency and military interrogators working on ''hard-core'' AI Qaeda and 
terrorist subjects today. My hope is that it will give interrogators a different 
perspective on the subject, and that perhaps it might help keep a few of these 
guys out of the kind of trouble that it sounds like some people at the prison you 
were at have gotten into. I've been in that situation myself, and I know how easy 
and how tempting it can be to "cross the line" for the seke of the "greater good." 

From: 
To: 
Date: Thu, 16 Oct 200311:03:57 EDT 
SUbJect: Re: Good call, Merle 
M~~D:< :> 

Merle, 

Merle 

Fantadc! I hope to see tile article, and hope 1hat these boys can be set on tile right track. What I 
see makes me think tile Syslem still does not quiIe ulldeistand. Newly anived nlIita'y guys from 
tile caI1l in "Gi!mo" anived 1heIe mcenIy. convinced \hat tlley wi colMllt Iraq into Ihei' wonderful 
model of success. AIII\III1OI'S I had heard about Gm10 were just tile opposite. They seemed ID 
have no more of a due than tile reservists ahady on staIion. On tile oilier hand, FBI guys are 
1heIe lbng their own WOfI( and poly fob are on sile with them, so proiessiollas must have an idea 
of wha is wrong and must be working it in their own WIIf. I tust it will aI WOfI( out well in tile ef1d. If 
your article does become avaiable in an uneIas& forum. please give me a head-up, Merle. 

Rich 

s 



From: 
To: - ~-~~- ... 

Date: Sat, 25 Oct 2003 10:55:26 EDT 
Subject: Cambodia Book 
M~~D:<~ > 

The second of bur books I've transIaIed lor 1tIaI CarnbodiI:wI NGO is out now in English. I've only 
got one copy at the moment but will send one abng ID you when I find another. It is not available 
in the Slates. 

Some nice arIcIes recenIIy on rounding up Bedouins at random and haufing them oIf ID Abu 
Ghrurayd. At least Rumsfeld is now talking in more reaIisic terms about what is ahead. 'really 
doubt 1tIaI people are wIing ID suslain two or Ihree dead per day tkough the next election, 
especially when they realize that fII'M/ lime one is killed Of wounded crowds gather around to 
cheer and jeer. Even though the cause makes lillie sense ID me at the moment I cannot help but 
adnire the kids out there. WIlle they don' seem ID believe in what they are doing, they fear 
absolutely nothing and ~n very iIlIe. How such a seemingly soft society produces such 
people wiD always be a mystery ID me. 

Rich 

From: Merle L Pribbenow < :> 

To: 
Date: Sat, 25 Oct 200312:37:37-0400 
Subject: Re: Cambodia Book 

Rich, 
Thanks. I look forward to seeing the book. Why isn't it available in the 

States? If it is produced with State Department funding, don't see why it should 
be available to U.S. readers. 

Your comments about our troops in Iraq sound very familiar. A lot of people 
who were there used to say exactly the same things about our troops in 
VJetnam. The more things change, the more they remain the same. 

rm sending along (attached) a draft of my article on interrogation that I 
mentioned was accepted by Studies in Intelligence. I have no idea when it will 
be published (the latest issue of Studies just came up on the Agency's website, 
so it will probably be alleast six months before the published version comes 
out). Please keep it to yourself, since they were adamant that they didn't want 
anyone else to put it out before they published it, but I would appreciate any 
comments you might have on it. 

--,----------------- -------------
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From' 
To, 
Date: Sat. 25 Oct 2003 13:48:35 EDT 
Subject: Great Article! 
Message-ID: < > 

Merle. 

Fascinating anicle, I'd love to read Tal's memoirs in the original Vietnamese someday, 

Still. I remain troubled that at tbis very moment we have young reserve NCOs in the field 
operating with no officer supervision, thinking that parading both imagined and real 
"boly warriors" around in red panties and threatening to rape their wives is their model of 
succes:t Oh well. I guess if that is worst that happe!lll, nothing criminal has been done, 
and everyone gets to let off a little steam, I have nothing whatsoever against territying the 
bejesus out of these guys, but as any good Vietnamese prison memoir teaches us [Thep 
Den my favorite example 1 all that can easily be done by skillful deception and ruse. But 
more realistically, we all wiD likely be out oflraq before thinp ever get organized to that 
level, and even if we were doing it today, the lengthy time period needed to break 
knowledgeable enemies will mean that their information is worthless by the time it is 
extracted recorded. I taJked to one guy who had bombed a US convoy and was caught 
red-handed by a US helicopter, He clearly understood the name of the game -- "Bring on 
the trial, bring out your witnesses, He knew full well that soon after the Coalition 
Provisional Authority becomes the sovereign government, he and his colleagues will be 
released, and all forgotten, their acts taken against American occupiers seen more as a 
badge of honor than as a crime, 

Rich 
---------------
From: Merle L Pribbenow < 
To: 
Date: Sat. 25 Oct 2003 16,03:41 -0400 
Sabjett: Re: Great Article l 

Rich, 

> 

I have to disagree with you on one point - ifwhat you say is true, that the American 
interrogators are dressing the jihadis up in red panties and threatening to rape their wives, 
something crimioal is being done, It's criminally STIJPID, because all the interrogators 
are accomplishing is to confirm that every pn>COIK:Cption that the "holy warriors" have 
about us is true. These kinds of actions will only build up the prisoners faith in bis cause 
and provide additional incentive to increase to the prisoner's will to resist, We would be 
bener off' if these guys were simply torturing the prisoners and then shooting them! At 
least then we wouldn't have to worry about these guys coming back at us again in the 
future, 

As I'm sure you were taught in your dasses, the purpose of an interrogation is to 
tum your subject around - in the parlance of myoid trade, to "recruit him" to your side. 
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You want to make him stop identifYing with his side and start identifYing with yours 
He has to WANT to talk to you. Mutt and Jeff routines, carrot and stick, can be good 
ploys, but playing immature high school pranks makes us look both evil AND weak at 
the same time - the worst of all possible worlds. If humiliation is going to be used (and it 
can be a useful tool), it doesn't work if YOU humiliate the prisoner - the prisoner has 
to believe that HE has humiliated himself. The old ploy of feeding a prisoner lots of 
coffee or tea (or Coke) during an interrogation and then dragging the imerrogation out in 
a subtle, inconspicuous way, is a case in point. The prisoner may in that case give 
something up to avoid bumiliating himself; but tieing him to a chair and waiting until he 
pisses his pants will not work, because tben it will be clear to everyone, including tbe 
prisoner, that what happened wasn't his fault. 

( hope to God that if that kind of thing was going on in Baghdad, someone has put a 
stop to it by now, because all it will accomplish will be to create more 'holy warriors.' 

Merle 

FrllIn: 
To: 
Date: Sat. 15 Oct 1003 17'19:33 EDT 
Subject: Rc' Great Anidc! 
MessageolD: < "> 

Merle, 

I'm SO relieved you feel that way. becauSe that is precisely what I witnessed going on. I was 
beginning 10 doubt myself, thinking I was sirrlIIY squeaTish. Myself and one other contractor, a 
sma1 young man who was new 10 intlelTogation, both saw this IPng on at the sane time our first 
night there. We both independently repor1ed to our boss, only IaIer IiscoYering that both of us had 
done so. To me it was ~Iy un-American behavior, though I never made up my mind it it were 
actually crirrinaI; I think not technically, but as you say, tacIicaI foolishness. (One of the American 
citizen ethnics who Ill! used as interpreters told me laIeI" that he did not bother b accuralely 
Iranslale the in\errogalDrs' UnaIs at limes when lines were aossed.)1 was wiling to tum my head 
once and walk tIIIWf, but unwIing 10 do the sane again. [Had I been there as an active duty 
oIIicer, I would have had no allemalive other than b make a scene and take control. As a new 
contractor assigned b a yooog reserve NCO who was "10 show me how we do things', I just turned 
my head. but willi some feeing that I was negleding some ~responsibility.) The next 
evening after my own frst two interrogaIions, the unit COIl'II1aIlder caIed everyone together 10 
report that an investigation was ongoing ink> an alleged unauthorized interrogalion of a female 
prisoner inside the isOOItion eel in wI'Iich she was held. (All the events I have described occurred in 
the isolation block next 10 Saddan's old executiOn chamber.] <ltite frankly, that was enough for me 
to push me over the edge and decide 10 leave, lhinking what I had seen was unlikely !D haw been 
an isolated instance, and aIIer rethinking this aI that evening, I look action willi my contractor !D 
get me orr station. I've Iossed this 5OOI'Id evety waking moment dIIing the last two weeks, on one 
hand ash.amed of leaving. on the other telling myself that there was in fact no allemalive that I 
could live willi. The agency I was willi had just arrived willi six new people. aI good people who 
would I1IMI" engage in anything like this. experienced cops and fooner military interroga\ofS. The 
other four were assigned screening dillies and so were flee of Ihis pllJ1icular scenario. My boss 
was wonied about IiabiIiI:y and ¥!JneraIliity b charges of misRaIment even before we 1Wrived; he 
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is more of man Ulan I'll ever be, an old retired Maine. and I know he wi keep his people aN<lj 

from this type of thing. Surely with Ills investigation going on, things wi change. PedIaps I should 
have waited \hat out But in \he end r come back to \he stand that r will any wen \he emotional. 
futility and incentive type approaches. along with \he lillie tricks that indooe fear but which can be 
shown later ID be just IUSions. EIJeII at \hat I felt some gull on one Bedooin I used what I thought 
was a good intense emotional approach with P can shed mars at wi in \he Riddle of lOOse things 
because in a way I reaMy believe what r ern pilching ID \he guy) , wondering what would become of 
him, if he wrud be one like lOOse in Cuba \hal went on to cormit suicide. I suppose one has to be 
wiDing to exert IJIlaI emotonaI stress on aI comers. knowing fij wei that some if not rmst en 
innocent I could no more do \hat \han I could buEher hogs all d<lj. I can accept that perhaps 
someone has to do it. 0espiIe all d this, I feel some pride about how I handled \he two people I 
dealtwilh. even ifittums out that both were glllty as hell, not just \he one. I made no new enemies 
for America while I was \here. My ~ told both my "'victims" that \hey had just dealt with \he 
nicest guy \here, so whatever happened to lhem Iaer was on \heir own heads. I guess a real 
intemlgalDr would have taken oIense; I was pleased. The interpreters \here en aI sick at heart It 
must be very pailful for lhem. aI ftom \he region. aI now US citizens. But $1 00,000 a year is hard 
to walk f1II<lj ftom for amost anyone. 

Now we see \he news sIIlries this week d eight Maines charged with beating a prisoner to death 
ea1ier this SUlllller. and a whole Bedouin village brought in to Abu GIrclid because some cell 
phone tracking pointed to \he ~ aea A nasty situation, one \hal I don'l.know howwewil 
work ourselves out of. 

Hope I'm not beating \his ID death with you, but I know no one else ID unblJ'den myself with. 

Rich 

From: Merle L PnDbenow < > 
To: _ 
Date: Thu, 30 Oct 2003 10:04:03 -0500 
Subject: Army Accuses Officer in Iraq OfFuing Pistol Near Prisoner 
(wasbingtonpost.com) 

Rich, 
Thoughl you might be interested in this article in today's Washington Post. 

From: 
To: 
Date: Thu. 30 Oct 200312:01:36 EST 
Subject: Re: Army Accuses Officer in Iraq Of Firing Pislol Near Prisoner 
(washington po ... 
Message-4D: < > 
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In a message dated 10l30I200310:11:27 AM Eastern Standard Time, 
writes: 

http://www.washingtonpost.comlwp-dynlarticleslA37861-20030ct29.html 

Merle, 

Nice story. Sb al!J8l1 enough. I codd have done UIat myself and not lost ooy sleep at all. It is the 
denigrating, dehtmaniziog sIuIf thai. troubles me. I've got my doubts about whether or not 1he 
"infonnalion on another aItack" was worth nu:h, but who knows. maybe it was. I can think of 
bunches of ruses that could be petpeII aIed in that isolation block that would simply terrify the hell 
out of folks, yet woutd not disUb me greally, ood which I might use given 1he chance. The I would 
be the one accused, since word of these things would eventuaIy get out Just goes 10 show the 
ground is very very n:ky b anyone imIoIved. The colonel has my s~alhy as do almost all !hose 
involved in the effort Everyone thirils they en the noble ones, the ones who have the fight to 
make these decisions, the ones who coo make the judgments ood ive willi themselves. The 
slippery slope always stalls that w'irf. 

Rich 

From: Merle L Pribbenow < > 

To: 
Date: Thu. 30 Oct 200312:48:57 -0500 
Subject: Re: Army Accuses Officer in Iraq Of Firing Pistol Near Prisoner 
(washingtonpo ... 

Rich. 
I'm sure you noticed that the officer involved was the commander of an 

ARTILLERY battalion. I have seen a lot of TV and press reports on artillery units 
that have been assigned to conduct food patrols, provide area security, assist 
Iraqi police, etc. on the streets of Baghdad and in other cities. While our infantry 
is not well trained or partiCularly well suited for such tasks, artillery personnel 
have had virtually NO training and absolutely no experience to conduct such 
operations. I am sure the artillery battalion commander was in way over his head 
- this was a situation that his training and experience had simply not prepared 
him for, and in the adrenal in rush of the moment he did not have time to think 
through the possible consequences of his actions. I sympathize with him myself, 
but his action set an unacceptable example for his men. After seeing their 
commander do something like this. what do you think would be the first thing that 
the young, scared, untrained sergeants and Spec 4s under his command would 
think of to do iflwhen they encountered a similar situation? The problem is they 
might very well decide to go a step farther. maybe shoot off a thumb or a 
kneecap. You are exactly right - II is a very slippery slope. If you're going to go 
to the edge, and admittedly sometimes you have to, you must to do it in a cold, 
calculating, well-thought~ut manner, and NOT in the heat of the moment. 

Merle 
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From: 
To: 
Date: Thu, 30 Oct 200313:20:38 EST 
Subject: Re: Army Accuses Officer in Iraq Of Firing Pistol Near Prisoner 
(washingtonpo ... 
Message-lD: " > 

Merle, 

How strange is it that the position of interrogator, probably roore fraught with rooraI dilenma than 
any other in the military, is left to young unsupervised kids to peIforrn? I felt like the few oIIicers 
around did want to be covered on paper, but lid not want tl be around the interrogations. The 
p~r won't absolve them of their responsibilty though. 

What I am beginning tl wonder about now is thatthe incident of the eight Maines beating a PW to 
death and this latest incident to be publicized both happened dlJing June Ihru August The people 
in the field must have known about these and other incidenls, but were still into the antics I 
witnessed in October. One .0'*1 hope aI concerned read the papers and will get the message. 

Rich 

From: 
To: 
Date: Sat. 1 Nov 2003 11 :58:44 EST 
Subject: Abu Ghraid 
Message-lD: ". 

From: Merle l Pribbenow " 
To; 
Cc: 
Date: Sat, 1 Nov 200313:51:52-0500 
Subject: Re: Abu Ghraid 

Amnesty International protests don't bother me. If Amnesty International didn't 
have any complaints, it would be a sign that our troops weren't doing their jobs. 
The complaints I, and most other Americans, would be concerned about are 
those filed by the Anny JAG or Defense Department IG, and I'm afraid we're 
going to have some of those before very long. Urban counter-insurgency is a 
dirty job, but there's a fine line between being tough enough to get the job done 
and being so tough that you end up making the problem worse. The Marines 
used to say that "If you grab them by the balls, their hearts and minds will 
follow.· Just try letting someone grab you by the balls, however, and see where 
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your heart and mind goes. The sooner we get the Situation tumed over to Iraqi 
security forces and get our troops out of there, the better. 

From: 
To: ._ 
Date: Sat, 1 Nov 2003 17:44:12 EST 
Subject: Re: Abu Ghraid 
Message-ID: < 

Merle, 

Merle 

> 

I agree. and that report was so eaIy in the process. Whalthe ICRC has 10 say would mean more 
to me. and I haven' been able to find anything. JI.s I understand it. they don' make public 
statements about abuses or clains of the same. I like the idea of pulling people of the WMD thing 
and pulling them into more lactical HUMlNT leans. I'd reaIy be surprised 10 see things tum rosy. 
but there is nothing rd love more. 1ben again. if it had been a ·caewalk· as some were saying, 
we'd probably be al war in Iran or Syria by now, so perbaps these things work out in some natural 
order to keep us htInbIe and in check. 

Rich 

From: Merle L Pribbenow <I ,. 
To: 
Date: Sun, 2 Nov 2003 07:44:06 -0500 
Subject: Fw: Latest POW news 

Rich, 
Don't know if you saw this - it's from Veith's weekly POW update. In case you 

didn't. I thought you might be interested. 
Merle 

----- Forwarded message--
From: ·Veith. Jay· < > 

To: 'Veith, Jay' < > 
Date: Sat. I Nov 2003 19:14:20 -0600 
SUbject: Latest POW news 
Message-ID: <: 

> 

Associated Press Newswires 
Saturday, November I. 2003 

AP Enterprise: Former Iraqi detainees tell of riots, punishment in the sun, 
good Americans and pitiless ones 
By CHARLES J. HANLEY 
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From: 
To: 
Date: Sun. 2 Nov 2003 09:23:18 EST 
Subject: Re: Fw: latest POW news 
Message-lD: <> 

In a message dated 1112120037;47:28 AM Eastern Standard Time, 
writes: 

. Rich, 

I Don't know if you faN this - irs from Veith's weekly POW update. 
In case you didn·t. I thought you might be interested. I Merle 

t 

\ 
Thanks. Melle. Sounds pretty consistent wiIh wI'lal one of my inlefpreler$ told me - you haven't 
seen anything yet. it is WIlfSe than you know. 

Rich 

From: 
To: 1 __ _ 

Date: Wed. 7 Jan-2==004::::-:-09:30:02 EST 
Subject: Re: CNN.com - U.S. discharges soldiers for abuse of Iraqi prisoners· 
Jan. 5 .... 
Message-lD: < > 

Merle. 

Thanks ilr the sPy. I was waEling PBS the «*IIlI' right, when an NCO u.-eatened to shoot a 
prisoner in the head, on camera no less. Did not even draw a COII"el'll I guess the world is 
changing ... never was what I had once Ima!jned. Got an email tom the guys Ii the prison 
yesIerday. They lIl! aD fed up. nne months IbIlI8 must seem lice two irati! nes. Got a call t.blday 
rooming tom a guy reauiIng ilr the Middle East He went on tI explain the job was in Baghdad. 
The he mentioned the nane oflile ~. We boIh had ID laugh when I told him I had quit the 
SBn1e job two monIhs ago. I had sent in a rasune tI a blind posling on IIIOnsIer .. Cf6n being run out 
of Boston. 

Hope the holidays went well ilr you and your famIy. 

Rich 

From: 
To: 

IJ 



Date: Wed, 3 Mar 2004 21:41:06 EST 
Subject: Baghdad corrections 
Message-lD: <: > 

Merle, 

Talked III my friend from the prison IB night He made it back home for leave. 

He says the 17 people the Wash Post a1icIe mentioned last week were MPs. Some bad actor 
interrogators were demoted and cast l!JIIay several months ago (that never made the news), and 
the out of control boys are all gone now. The unauthorized in\en'ogalion of a female 
prisoner accusations did turn out to have actualy happened, and proper punishment was dished 
out. The situation in the prison is remarkably ~ved, experienced interrogators on hand, living 
conditions beIIer. Most importanay, the place is being run like an American operation should be. 
So, I'm greatly relieved to see 1hat the system can indeed recognize its problems. And my friend 
now speaks of wortdng several weeks on one in1J(lItaIl! guy, instead of trying to exploit two 
terrorists a day, two hours at a crack. Good news all around, Ihought he country seems headed for 
meltdown. 

TakeCM!. 

Rich 

From: Merle L Pribbenow < > 
To: 
Date: Fri. 19 Mar 2004 184722 -0500 

Rich, 
Following is from CNN web-site. 

Merle 

WASHINGTON (CNN) - Crimiul cbarga are beina prepared qaiut six U.s. Anny soldien 
for IIIJeged abuse of Iraqi dctaitIees at Aba Gllarib prise. ill Baghdad, U.s. military olrKi"s told 
CNN. 

The charges are expected to include indecent acts, assauh, cruelty, maltreatment, 
conspiracy, and dereliction of duty. 

Multiple sources said the allegations involve soldiers who took photographs of Iraqi 
prisoners, including pictures that show the prisoners partially clothed or physical contact 
between soldiers and detainees. 

One source said "less than two dozen detainees" were subjected to the alleged abuse, 
which was reponed by U.S. Army soldiers who witnessed it 
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Draft charge sheets have been prepared, but it's not clear yet if the charges have been 
formally filed I1811inst the soldiers under the Uniform Code of Military Justice. 

Nine additional military personnel and two civilian employees may also be facing severe 
administrative action, according to US. military sources. 

Eight of them are expected to receive letters of reprimand that effectively will end their 
military careers. 

A civilian translator and a civilian interrogator are expected to be fired. 

The Army's Criminal Investigative Division's investigation concluded there is sufficient 
evidence to recommend charges. But a final decision will be up to commanders. 

A formal announcement is expected in the next few days - as soon as the paperwork is 
approved by commanders in the region. 

AU of the military personnel are believed to be members of the SOOth Military Police 
Brigade. which was guarding Abu Gbarib prison until recently. 

CNN has previously reported that 17 personnel at the prison were relieved of their duties. 
including a battalion commander. a company commander. three non-commissioned 
officers. and 12 military police directly involved in guard duties. 

Prisoners held by the United States in Iraq are accorded the rights of dignity and may not 
be held up to public ridicule under the Geneva Conventions. 

A source indicated that taking pictures would be considered criminal activity unless it 
could be demonstrated it was done for official reasons related to processing and handling 
of detainees. 

The Pentagon official said some computer drives were seized by the cm in the search for 
the photographs and additional evidence of abuse. 

Lt. Gen. Ricardo SanclJez, head of coalition forces in Iraq, has also ordered an 
investigation 10 determine whether any problems exist in the chain of command. 

From: 
To: _ 
Date: Fri. 19 Mar 2004 20:04:59 EST 
Subject: Re: (no subject) 
Message-lD: < > 

Merle, 
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Thanks. I had been looking for some pubic explanation. 

I learned mn someone inside the facility thai several interrogall)r$ were demoted and sent back 
home, aside from the 17 mentioned in the public account of the invesligalion. Nice to see some 
action being taken, and cOllections being made. I do undeislalld soft.pedaIing the extent of what 
went on there, which is what Ihis Iaest account seems ID be doing. If the WOIId knew specifics, 
aside mn the loss d any naOOnaI prestige sIIl'IImIining, I'm sure some of our futl.I'e prisoners in 
hostile hands would ~ more d what Mr. Daniel Pea1 got in Pakistan. I really believe lIIat abuse 
d prisoners is one d the worst sins d .... It is most always intentional, done with cold prejudice 
and malice, and cowardly. AI baIance,l corne 1!IIIay from this feefing somewhat bel1er lIIan I did 
when I left in September. 

Thanks for 1he updalle, Merle. I've got two eye sl.l'gl!ries cooing up during Apri. IlIDOk me a while 
ID get my medical inSOOll1Ce back. I list recognized how bad the proI*lm was when I was in Iraq. 
After in\enliewing a ~ d guys ouIIiide on a COIICIeE pad aM day. I found thai I could not read a 
computer saeen inside a poOIIy lit room. It was humiating 10 have 10 dicIaIe reports to my boss so 
he could input \hem So one way or anoIher I was unit for the task at hand there. though I'm still 
hoping to get back in time to witness 1he upconlng cMI war. 

Rich 
--------
From: 

To: _~-:---::-::-::-:--:-
Date: Thu. 15 Apr200411:10:59 EDT 
Subject: Off again 
Messag.-1D: < 

Melle, 

Looks Ile I will be heading back 10 Iraqand/or Qatar in early May ,though lIIings can always 
change with the situation CM!f'there. A contract irdeITogalor job SIIPJ)OIting the ISG. I went into 
detail with them about why I left eaief, and they lid not seem troubled. 

We wi see what deYeIops. 

Rich 

From: Merle L Pribbenow <! > 
To: 
Date: Tue. 4 May 2004 09:41:55-0400 
Subject: Abu Ghraib 

Rich. 
Don't know if you're still able to receive e-mail. but it you are, I just wanted 

to say that the scandal of Abu Ghraib Prison that has dominated the news over 
the last few days has now provided conclusive proof that the actions you 
took when you confrOnled that situation were indeed courageous and proper. If 
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senior leadership had only taken action to correct the problem when you called it 
to their attention, perhaps this whole terrible situation could have been averted, I 
mentioned to several of my friendS and former colleagues what you had told me 
about the situation there and how you had reported the situation, resigned, and 
come home rather than participate in such a situation, They all had the same 
reaction - To quote one of them: "I admire your ooIleague for his actions. Wish 
there were more like him." 

You were one of the very few heroes in this whole sorry episode, and I hope 
you receive proper recognition fa" your courage and moral fortitude. 

Merle Pribbenow 
--- -----------

From: 
To: 
Date: Tue, 4 May 2004 10:05:23 EDT 
SUbJect: Re: Abu Ghraib 
Message-lD: <, > 

Merte, 

YO\If no1e meant a lot In me. I am due II! head II! DC Wednesday, on In Fl Benning Sunday, then 
back In DC a week later b' final brieings and depa1lKe. Nways looking for the worst. I expect that 
the job may not come olfas planned, with althe nighb'ldieofpublicity. 

Perhaps 1 sholid have done 1TO'e, been ITO'e confi'ootational. I have taken thai approach in the 
past. and have been fried crispy both times. 

Since I had been dropped from consideraIion for an FBI contract KIvner IingWst job when I 
depa:ted for Iraq, irrmed'ialely I4lOn reIlrning I faxed !hem asking me II! reactivate my applicalion if 
they had not <*eady tired for the posiIion. In that fax I skeEhed out the reasons I had resigned, 
saying I had winessed prison llanding and interrogation methodology that while pemaps not 
deemed serious by some, had faIen wei below the AmeIican sIandcwd as I understOOd it, that 
there was a line I had never I would never Cf06S, and I was not prepaRIIIln walCh others do so. I 
IcId a DSS investigalDf several months ago the same, thai what I had personaly wHnessed I would 
not judge as crininal given the irrInatIJIty and inexperience of the actors, but 1 knew full well that if 
I remained in the sitlJaIion, given my bacIqJ'ound and the envirolUllent. 1 vWd ineviIabIy be judged 
as culpable. That sad, lno doubt in the eyes of some rei short of the mark myself by being 100 
wiling In question myself, thinking I was just 100 soIIhea1ed, and thinking that my experience 
dealing with translating the pies ofTUOI SIeng death conIessions had made me overly sensitive In 
the environment of Abu Ghurayb. 

So what I am Irying In say is that I know some will aIlaCk me when I get called In testify. assuming 
that may happen. Had I oper.Ed my own wtJIf at the faciI.y, no doubt the lechniques of ruse and 
deception and infillralion I would have used would also have been criticized by many. It is after all 
and ugly duty in any circtInstances. 

Thanks again. I hope to come through this and hope In contibule something in this new job, but as 
Dith Pran IcId Sidney in April 1975, ·Sydney, I fell' b' the future.' 

17 



Halg in !here, Merle. You did more than anyone to p ... me through these times em help me 
understand. 

Rich 
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