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I. G.i~r.1.1.liiJ,.L& ---
During this operation, I wa.s the Crnmuu,ding Officor of tho 1st 

Battalion, 7th Cavf.1.lry. Un 23 Hovember 1965, I was .:;ruIJ:K,tec1 and turned 
over tho battalion t~) my succeSS\':ir • 

.1:... On 10 Noverllber the ba.ttalion lilvvecl frum the base CitIil!) a.t 
"*ll lilie, coordinates J:JR476476, by OV -2 to a. forward airstril; and. E'lssembly 
aroo. south of Pleiku, cooI'uinates ~:.19i340. Frcm there, all comp.::.nios 
wore shuttled the smile (lay by Url-1D into a. search and c1estr"y operaticn 
in an area. to tho'east uf l?loi Ne, vicinity coor(linates 'i.JJ.J.2007 t(j 'LIJ.l.7606. 
''We oun(lucte(;~ satura.tiwn patr(.llling through tho 12th with light contaot 
by only O(,IDr;.any A. 'fIe also ounG.ucted· a civic (l.cticn pI'l. l graril sun/lying 
liledioal aid and Dsult fi.;Ol\ to h0ntagn!lrCl village ~ ,lJ01,ulaticn 200, 
ooordinat,;s Z .... 237073. On the 12th, the ".,ssistant Divis ion OOIiJIljander - .i~, 
during a visit to tho battalion, indioated tG the brigacle Comman::ler 
that he hacl nu ..:.bjoction to the la.tter sending a '\,Jattaliun int0 the 
IJ;. DfuJKr Valley. 'I'his we took as an alert and beban a map study. .un 
13 November, the "battalion was moved em tlri{;ade orders to a. new aroa of 
operations svuth anc1 southwost of l?lei liJe. Once aBain saturation 
patrolling wcl.S c(/nduotod out of company bases throughout the cla;y with 
no contact. Company B WetS airliftlJd after 1500 hours into the Brigade 
CJ? arof). as._security, and tel' an immocli",te reaction fcrce under.Bri~acle 
contrul. lt closed into l:osition by 1800 hours. . 

. B. ~~t apl1roxinif,.te:ly 1700 hours, the Brigade Commander and 
I visited the Comrlany ~;. dt south of 3:'lei No. During the Visit, the 
Brigade Our.araander gave roo orders to execute an asseult by helioopter 
into the I~~ Dl:Uj~'G Valley, north of OHU l'01W }.iOun tain ear ~ the next 
morning with a mission of ocn(lucting search a.ncl destroy operatic.ns 
through the 15th. The area uf operr. .. tions was 1,ointec1 out on the map 
and he informed me thLl,t we would be SU1J1Jorted frv("l L~ ]' .... .LCuN, cc.·ord­
inatus ~.t.02;032, by two "batteries of 105:mla howitzer artillery .... one of 
which would be moved by air frU111 J?L.LII lV.wJ early on the 14th l'rior te, our 
a.ssault. 

O. I returnoc1 to my OJ? nae.r l?lei NeJ formulated a. ten~ative 
'plan, issued instruotions to ll\Y' stElf£,; procured further details from 

3d DI;igada Headquarters and the s.upl,)oi'ting helioQpter unit; and issued 
a warning order to P.W unit· commanc1ers, staff, and supporting el.lments.· 
By 2200 hours, 13~~~\ivGm1.lar, all praparE;l,.tions had been aocomvlished:wnioh 
were JIIossible without an aotua.l air recunn;s.issanoe. i..rrangsli,ents iri ... 
cludod an ~)CLr~ morning airlif'!:; of Ovmpan.'YB back to PLEI }lcH direotions 
to th::3 oornrnanc1ars of ~. and C Oomr,,,-.nios to ooncontmte their olar.1Gnts at . 

1 



first lie;ht in. the largest pick-up zone (6) in thtlirrespectiva $0ctors, 
and plans for a. fir'st light ai:q :j:.'GOO,t1 by 8.11koy C()l;illlMd$:X'S an-l ate.ff 
officers. A time of 0830 hours was set for iesllEt:nc0 a.t lJ;y' Cot' of the 
opera.tion order. ' 

D. ~ ... t thie time, the ftfighting lt strength of nv lettered companies 
as they went into thooporation W&18 as follows: 

NtJlibEH CU!,J'~11~ 'fW OP'.di-L,,1l!IvJ.'4< . - '11~Iil -
uU:i&tl~;"5! lVJe)} OfI;i&e.,il IvJ8ll 

Co J ... 5 115 6 164 

Co B 5 114 (; 164 

Co C 6 1'06 / (5 164 

Co D 4 7.6 5, 118 

f The shprtf,\g~s w$re'priWttily ~~U~· tc mal$.'riaAA('~~S ¢i'e;chargas. 
iaoh cl.>ml,')e;ny tfl.l$'Q h.a'~ :; - 5 men at l;€;.r;1& cePlpat A.n Khe ~.E;lg:us.r'i.s, sick, 

\ aiLr.1in. is,trat1v(3 rete,nt:i.cn, a4Fl bt.cse ... camp area. d.eve'lo.1'Jliientw.·.or.ke. rs',. 
\ There were 8 - 10~nonR antl n PI' ab$ent~oing: b~ck to prepa.r~ £QrRnnd R. 

III. Ol?Eli....T~f.utl"S ... \il~.J!tNRV;&!£'wm.f 

ii.. TF.Q! J~m~~l.jlr JJlu ~f:HJlJr2:' - * Izt*_ ., loll ..- •• i -

(1) 14 l~ovember claw-necl bl'i{')1.t€lJ:lde1.9£Lr. Shortly a.fter 
first light at 06;0 hours, Co~y :sw,,:;s .i'st~:n,odto 'Pattalion control 
",t J;.'lei 1.i.9 MiL 'begMtnaki.n($' i'i:t;\alprepar~ttQ;tlEl .$q-t' :i.tsr(.'rlc as the 
_$~t com~Jan;y. IJ:IhfJOhinoQ~$ Vl\:l.@·h$.I'.; Qe.r:c1ed J3 dompan;y back were 
ol.~eAo;i;:rl:g to'~ve;aattQ;cy ~". 1st;tla1;.1:;e;;j,;1on, 21st ./i.J:'ti,lle:t'y to .uZl 
fJJ:lCuU '~.l?l:r$.n~od. ~. ait recon l)Q1.t'ty" he\;cl as!htmbleCl and. after a 
brief orwntation on the JiI'Ut')?OS00t thcr(:JcQn~ f'l:i.e;b.t route, 'and items 
,tGl look,. tcr,~ We toolco:t:f j"n tW(.,i. ua"'1Dl'$esco;t~;(J.'t)1 two ~eh1:ps .. 
r~be £.).i;S,h.t ro:~t~ issbQwnon. ,th~ attt.¢h~d $l¢.tCOll. (i]&b j.J.). \~e m*li.eoa'., 
s'outh.~6 .'il.ortn $I~~ ~t'~ut4506 feet &ct\1iS);.J:l~+~~~ ~Q~tt1 lJE.l.st Duo. Co J' 
O(.,io~~1J~fti~$~~.~'-$",Ol:.'1>1t~(ifive md.n~te~l,t'~~f;l:eW"".l~'ltta,.n..ral11 
ove:t:t;b.~a~.I~~~~~l~t ii.l';r.f;I 's.i\e.1t,1~!Q:&g" .~€J..*,fd.~'ttQilLe" lVle. 
''rhe~!;~"aQ:C):p; IQ'~~~:lr~~~t~lal$tt~i;¢lU ;~~.;.\,$'o.; J k~ta.lilJn 
.J~il.l.,~ ~~~P,(Ot~'t;~':CJ '.~iQ~_' ~t('t~.~~ 1 '.tt.er1 A~ 1st Ba.ttalion, 
21st ", .. r'b11J~'er.r ,t'()1,l~:~1 10;1 .' ~'J~ul tcO,m,pany ), Soout 
Suction Luador,Tr~~;;iii:!O:,. tit ':&q~~~i" .~". !.... .anet tho Comma.nding 
~fficer, ~()om1!a.ny ~:, ~2~ .. ··~$')l .•. _.:. ~4~t .. ¥~ol..t~~s.~tJ~'t:t!tlion (~~vn C: v , 7th 
Special ~orces, 1st ~"Ioia,l ~'o:rc~sG~:QUp), 

:(2) During tllS, &i1' .roo,.)l'li, 'so'ltol;'fll open ~ea:l wero seloct-i~ 
'eel by bOL'Lbersotthe reconpartYe!ie .po'ets~bls lancli"ng 'Z(?XlOS in and around 
tuo LA DH.JI.fG V.all'Ol- 'Upon r.et'l,ll"l'l £r:~mthe :reoan at about OS15 hours, 
'we rocoived '8. writt~n F~e,;e;Or6le:1'~'$'qlll :alJ:i.~de 101htch specifically de­
fined the,e.t'o.e. Qf(;>.~e$'atipns. The ~eg;1s -elwYn on. the attE,ched ma.p 
(Tab :6.). I th~n reO~iveq. :¢cwaenta ,aa tot,b,e liL to be used. ~hree 
poe1S'i\1~#;'t;i.~,,.t~'1101.1-tof\~:1$¢1~$O'(ts'sio4. -~Z I S W.tJ'IOO, X.JUlY, and. 
YJ~ (a.e, ~aib~). !lU~~GOW'M .'\J.a~~~a..Q·d;ns the ,Pl;I:i.Jna1'1 .I$.tor bfJms; 
to t1lht;t .f •. 'til. Ilwellu ... type~, ~lthtaJ:.l: t't'e$, '~01.Ultl ~'b1 Me1t€lt' 
MUf&: ·,~" .. tJii .... ~6\;:~)~~1t;Y' €lttb:rQ$tcfo~ 'Oa .. 1 J,I $.. It w/l.tSOlgred 
that X"Jl~~¥~o()'U:ld b.otl\vrova/biJ¥1 ~coQmmG:d:~ .. tre oight UE-1D'1i 
.. t ,)n-o, ~'¢'~t:. lte.trbfDitq.v$1,tclG~'1d.ado.n tz J~...:R.I.cr t~d l(repa.red to issue 
fir! opere;t,'fiI)~, f)r~.~'bgIlO'd 9!l tlia;tJele6'1iibA.OOn(n;1.~ro'ntly I disiJatched 
tho ()o.Vel&~ltgr SGj~t!.t ~'eQtil.qni1or &. l~w"'le~l flight 'I,lptheJ It", D.tUVG Valley 
ari:m t,') .~~. (lQih~iletll .~to~nultiCJ.n on A~R:."Y, Y~la, 'bhosurrotlnding 
tQrrf.l.~.c:l to lo.ok. :f;CJi,!s,j..4S'fl.a (l:t: o4El'll'W ~otiv1 t;Y. '.FhIU ,C81:v£1ilry Boctiol1 
reM_! :ml apl1>t~)~d,_t\l1Y'4b;rA{l-;4nttl Wit'~ tl,1:e in!\)rnv.ltt~n thc.t Y.t..l'iK'.Ullil 



was spotted with high stumps a.n9. would be <il;i.t',f.'icult to use aSte;, laJld ... ing zone. The Cavalry ~ection c£>nfi.rmed that lIZ X .. RJ,.l c.ould take. eigil.t to ten UH-1DI s at one tinle. Uosigtlsof enelnfaot±vity were detected around X .. RAY., and the Oa;vqJ;ltySection waS not .£iretiCl'l'l during its low­level recon. Several trails were picked; up eJid.' their locations were noted. The Cavalry fJection also repprteds,eeihg COIllmO wire on a trail north of X-RAY whieh led east~d w.est. 1~:0 t:t:ails led: through ~. X-RAY. 1 made 'fDY decision to land at A ... RJl.YW'it'l'i!JJ.~GOa;,nd 'XA1il~.;iJil SiS ,alternates to be. U$ed ooly on ~ order.. I then l&ti.\u'$d an' oral oper.ation order. heduced to wri ting"lt is at~'::lohed at Tab C .l?resent to hear the orner were all nwOom.l;)a:tlyColl:lIl'lander$; the b&ttali.o.p.sta.;!'f an,1. special staff; the lift OOnll'MY OO$a.nder and hi.s .L!i$ia;Gn 'Q!'f;Loe);' to the battalion, the Cavalry Scaut Sec:tionLeade:f!<;at:>, IIattery A,tli1t:aattalion, 21s't .JI.rtille,;'Y,;:8Zliitl);e ;~ :Sriga;¢e s''';~.frhe 13ri~deCotnmatl.der arrived dur;" " ine;. th~'~Il($~be ·of theo~eraJ:l;Q:, wastl~'u~~ate.\~brief edsnQ:t't ly there&¢te~ ~.Itws;s:1i~~r_porto<lt.o ··trtet~t iChe two artillery be. t tel' ies were iii. PQ-a4;t;toiP,anc1 ·l,;s:'Ot .$. t:itlieQ;t1:Q~(:), ho.urs <rG~ th.o assault land­ing with the ~tx~ut$ tube s:t:t1'!'lery~e~~ationtobe timed to be completed-at H-li(:"'\:t:r.·~S:Q~~rn~u.ta. !J:1'te 4e.O.~CC0mpMY Com,ma..nders were then flown baek;ot~G'i~ ;¢P~P/¥lt:t:{$·.12h~ .:8 'Oompa;,nv CQ(_4de~ returned to h:i.sunit 'G1t1 t:h~ ,~h:i 1~ a1l:-stripO'.n:a lll~oh~:tcalmUle. The timo W$S app:r:¢x1niato3;ye915Jilout'$.J~U ~Q~ossari1.l(rl)pN'.~tionshad oi ther beEl~e:o:mpleted·or ~r~.n$'arini'~omplet~n. 1~'0 'Problel!l$ bad been rCil.ised. 

Due to last minute positioning of the .e;ttillery piooos oaused by air movement delay$! , the prepe.ratory' fues did not begin until 1017 hours. 1 wa..$. in tho lead aircraft aMi had a good view of these fires~ They were procl,sely wbera J:'~'f4.~e~,~d beautifully tilted with the landing of leaql elGt_Atillo,t t'~ea._~$aul.:t oo~SJ:l;Y. I!'ires wore conoontr.atec1 J?r~~cipQ.I1Yf¥~ou.tldth'D l~ta j;h'g ZOtlOj int'he trees a.n&n;l.~ ,~~s'1a.n:d on a. fi,r:l;lf;o:t: ·~d ·¥t·a,d,JNiI:w laf1~iIlgdown from the 'bish _tlI~¢~¢!xthwesit of :A..:.R.J.(l .1'haaerial artillery CgIDO in on the heela <ptt,~~ tu'be~t:Lllery .firos and worked over thofll'oafor ;0 seoonds eXJ?(l;VJ,d1l:1I·~~lf 't:~ir l.Q~-s "" then went ii'''lto a neRrby a.1rorbit on oa:ll. 1J.'h'A} l£.tt 1oatilaU.OA .gun$hi}tS took up tho firos and were irumodit~tel¥ .~O't' "he tlH-1D' ~. ,i .. e we Q~i;i..nlw _. U~S1lW.t~" ing all door ptme" 'fuea ~tothe UtG's .:li.lttli ~bi~l'¥ :"~." .~i_.~'I@_.et. and ran frQlll t~ 1~ItJM.Jl,i>~R~ tl'3ia ~~ 'c~~I/II;f<l(..,~;8t'tl:" at 
liJ.toly enQ.~sitioM •. 'llt. . ;-ti.~ . ..' '( ••• ff~·(t :battalion ~erp.l1:t J>~.~ • • t: . . ..;._~, '''10 <JJGr4t.o,rs'f and a. V1otn!WlosQ na.t1"ftC~ ~.1j~~~_ ..... '. . .. .f ".'. :~~-e. .1'J(f)ntGLgns.rd who could Bpo'e.k~od ~I~w .. ai;ltV_~ '¢~'._f~~:t~jj$,I:bt)·t"&n :rlei IvJ.o El.!ldover th.;~~ :\O~& stttl't.q'w,_$; _ :~,." .,t~1l·};~.~l;ita;t~n Office~., lW.d LiaisonO'f;tlp* ;.tl~_ th~ h~\'tt~~~ 1:.'" c~mp~, tuat nW' 

FOI'W'Q;;i'/[ JlI1f"OoJ;lt~11..., ~~i~~~~v/7I~m :!li:~"~iS 4t~itl.gthe. _e!tult for best axt&O\!I.ti:~ef' '*.:k!'Ct~t"$f"' ir~1.41 "9I;.'0i~~iLG~1;t~Q4S rQ12,y, Met for an' air OF.. ~tht1 .. ' ." ~$f~t~Q4; n;Q .en~tlreand ll'Itlide no oont •. ,ot upon l~~. .. 't~8amwQS' tlatendo9nS1<$rted (;It scrub trees up tQ 100 refit ,at.,; "tiN,~ w..~~ 'e;;r~'8 V'~ying in hGight from one foot to t"_ ,(~.'tfJ,aniit _tJ;).1J1;1l."ti¥o'\t@;Qlutth~ area up to (light feat highwitb '~~;\_:us~, 1~4< Il~~t_.$ :l1pn ,a.n(~ around ther.h ~~lQ.ng tho W •• ~i{;'.rl<~e $1£ tJl:,-,~;.,th:$ \b1:e~$ . 'Ni4 __ t~e l,erGaspoc:i,2:11y th:t0kMd: ~lI!tehl:t:J'~1~tQ .1;~. ,a~i'j..~fj:·'tlio '.t'~Q,thil1.Qt thfil moun. ... ta.in. :')hot~,paF>h'S'Q,'t •• SitG. ~~, ~. 'lJ:II.bl;l Z>, _a;.'Er. 1h1:)8& photos were takon$ever4\lElays $libel' 1Hte aot~Qit end" henc~th~ arc)$. is less foltatod than 011"4 LfOV~b~"ltJ!'~enwe w&n'i!n. The 16 'OH-1DI s returl~od to thel1ei ~ ,~eB. to l>;t'O~ i'$~.~o remainde~ of, Cororn.ny '13 and a port­ion of tlJ.~,~;tt OQf/l'~' t~ 1)0. 'bhtl.~t tn· .. CompUlW .... Thus began the procossot $huttlifi~ ttto l1~talto~; lent.Q 'tht/iarea e"f operntions. The tiM QfthoelSSii.\ul't W~'l.;$ F.~:tseJ.t 1048 1l01:U'$. . ," 



-
Commander StlCurfild the landing zone by having one of his platuon lead· 
ar§ clisp"tch hii:s' squads into differGliit areas, 50 to 100 meters off 
the landing Z\lne to reoonnoiter, while he retainec1 tho balaAOe of his 
companyconcealec1 in a clump of treesanel hiSh grass ne2.r the center 
cf the ~ arec, as [,Jj offensiv" striking foroe. [.t approximately 1120 
hours, one of the recon squadl;l took a prisoner. 1 immediately took 
IllY S·2 and the Vietnamese, ~,:t'. l'ik, an(', went to tho looation anel ques. " 
Honed h:Ll:l. He was unllXmeci, dressed in <~irty khaki shirt and trousers 
with a serial-number on one of the shirt \lj;iaul-ets, and carried an empty 
canteen. Hostated that he had eatllH only bM/l.llas ffJr five days, am 
that there were throe batt!l.lions on thamountain above us who wanted 
very 1,\Uch to kill .il.lllElricanlil but had been unable to find them. He 
statod that he was in thG lVortil VietnllmSs.) JlrIllY' The B Company 
C"mllloU1der walil dir()Ctild to intensify hi., recQntk,issa.noo in the aroa 
wh~G t.he pr;i.sQtter hOO been tHken ~noar tho mountEtin)" and tQ prepare 
to assume thllU ()ompany mission of el1arching the lower portioo of 
tho mountai.n aroa with I1mphaaie on the f;Lnglir and druw to tho north· 
west. !'V OOTiJ,r.llId chopper was called in ~d tho p:t'isone:t' was taken 
back iInt1ediately foJ;' inter:t'ogation at tho Brigade CPo By then, 1210 
hours, sufficient elements of UQmpEl.iJy Ii>. had landerl \ unopposed) to 
take over the L<. security mission from Compaxl\Y B. ..l-so el-aments of 
tho reoonnoitering plEltool1 of 1J Company had madecont.,ct with 
scattored Gn€lfi\'{ riflemC1n noar the mountc.in. The h Company Colllll1&tlder was 
ordered tv assuIile tho d UOlllliNIY searohing mis!ll'ion; to move up the 
finger leading down towards X .. llA'i, an(~ t() devolop t\le sitUi:vtiol1. B 
COmpEU'lY movad out, and I directocl the comn1al1der of ,.Cvmpe..ny-topl;'epa.re 
to rJl()VG up into tho same arca onordor whonOompany 0 .had arriv\ldin 
X-IL.Y in sufficient str(mgth to take over :LZ security. .,t that tir,,,,, 12:;0 
hours we ware taking no fire in tho 1Z. "-round 1245 hours, lea;c1 ele­
ment>; of Company b bogan t() engage in a fire fight of modorate in· 
tensity. tlhortly aftarwQrds at appruxiJll[ltely 1330 h,,\irS, COl.lmanding 
Officer, Com)?any B reportud that he was boing att,;clwel hoavily by at 
least two c(.>mpMios of enenw and that his ri.8ht platoo.nl'l'aS in dCllIger 
of boing su.rrouno.od.tWit out orf f;t'vl,ltilo :t'as t of tho company by a 
numericallY supar:i,o;t' fo;t'ca. Tho i'i:t"fiSht beoamo intonse. "leo a 
few rounds of 60 .SJldS1!11l1ll)\orta1'£:i,re 1\ogA;l1 fa:j.l:i.ng in the LZ and on 
l:J Com)JGcn;y. )l C()mpa/Jy a1..,o reo.<;ri1ferl >soll)e roc/tet fire·. 

(2) Shortly after tho heavy fi1;O fight bogan, the last 
plo.toQH of Jo OOlllPEl.iJy and tho ComJ.?El.iJy OontrJlwd<Jl? and 1(j~,d: alamlilnte of 
o C'Illj;lEl.iJy lfl;nd\iltl. 'I'ho OO!;lmA.ll(ling 0ff:l;(1E1:t' ,Compo.ny "' was ord!lred to 
ClOVG h:iI; Ovllll)ll'.nyuP on tho loft of B Company; toestablislL prl\YsicEll 
0(,nt8.otcVI:i;)ljn it j t,; ,t)rqte¢t tilG .B Ovmp&lY loft fl<tnk; anel t(, sond 
ono platcM 1llp tv l:IO(JmpEl.iJy to <lbsist II (;ompMY in getting to the 
l:i Company plat"Qn Wh:l;oh was' in d",nger Qf being cut off. The CQll1mp,nd­
ing Officer, Comp~·:() VaS (l;t'der,Mt tv tgk0 Ul) '" blucking positi"n off 
the l.nding zena to 't::b:Or!i(J1l'th. 1iWfl,~ ,fi.outhW(l§t t" llrovont tilu :Lll from 
beJ.ng (Jv\l'l1r:tl\!l from tn,I;(i'd1:Jieot'l!iWA,E-Jl:(l tv gi)lo 17rrotQGltion tv J. C,.mjJany' s 
left flank. I oaJ.1od t1'let."~ :I:.u th(joQ®1l$,n4 ob.<il:pp~r aIld told him to 
he-va Ill,)" Forwat>t!1. 4W> Contll~,:lib~ \wl.ng ina:i,r s'ilrik(l)$ bergilUling on the 
lower fringe of t~~:.t(rp~ta,il'l .!f'o,o11ih::lll.ltll $.!.'let wo.rk ov!)r the mountain and 
eneIllY "'J.?);l:t'oaohGs, tc ttt" )i,2!' fil!.6ll\ :tmltl west Md south in that priority. 
The salllo :l:nliltr1;(Otio~ w~\i: .t;p'\i& !li~;I/l\l)n.. to the ,.R.I. and to tho artillery. 
1'rior1tyCll' fiJ;'es weroto ,gq 1)41 f.;I41$.'IIl:l;S~1",ns and r€lquelsts frOID 
companies. When nQj; f~ril'lg·i.n :l\'OS'];!0I1,!!\.G to iii 9pooific roquest, fires 
were to be pOU:t'od1n. ail ('\j;rGQt>'l!l:al!Q1fe. The CompEl.iJy CotUIaandors, 
forward observers, tho :t'orw/>:lld l'J,ir oontro11 er • Mel. the artillery 
:Liaison officer wore all ho.ving c;l.:l.ffio'Ul ty gett:Lng c()ordina,toit a$%o 
tho locations of tho fc:t'Warel olenlenta of tho oompanies. 'rhO.rawere 
no .weU·definod te:!:'rhin fel1t\iros to help and thil scrub and trees all 
l41okod I).liko. The air wasnoa1fy with smok(l e,nd dust. B C(,mpany had. 
more J)rc)blulllS than My other OQmpe~w minco it he,d one ph1tc;on sopar· 
atod f:t'()ll1 ti'+;o J;'oet of the compal1Y in tlw j~!\lo,and could nut prooi­
S(;)ly ll:i,n pclht i1;$ loc:ticln f(lr purl!OSOf,j cf blc)se-i.n fire SUl'p',rt. 
:Chop~!!tuon WHS in a liJ(iVing fip,,·f:l.ght against a toroo 0.;(' 75-100 on.IllY_ 
l1he£aet that this plat"on 11<18 forward ·of Band ,.0()1ll~;i.as ci,el~ed 



delivery of affiiotive firos in support of thes" tw" oompulies. 
liowever; using tho teohnique of "walki"g" fires down thu mountain 
from thesol,th and west, fires were plaoed whero they gc,va 
soma help to these two cvrnpunies - espeoially C()mpany ". 1 sp"c~fieally 
defined soveral draws leading duwn from the DlGuntain, and wF.ll1.ted fires 
placed. on enOl,ty mortar positions sightod or suspected out to 81 llllll 

mortur range. Two air strikes were also brought in on the valley 
flu(;r to the northwest on (Ille" nenl' tho le)l'''' tion of thG suspocted 
enm,ty battaliun reported by higher headquarters tho J;>revious dey. 
Jot this j,luint, thG ",ost critical period of the afternoon began. 

(3) 'rho A Uompany Commander sent up oneplt.tc.on to B 
Company £'..8 direoted. Thisplatoul headed out, b'loame ongaged, anel 
endeil up ,In the right of B Comyany rather than tho loft. This was 
0'. nfusing to both the •• 0 IlIPany COllilllander and UlY'seli' until le.tor 
in .the afternoon when tho lC,oativn of this platoon beoame serted 
out. The· b Cumpany COIlJlll1mcLer l,ushod (lUt in an effort to roe.eh his 
plat(,on which by that th,o had boon oomplotely surrounded. II OutlPany 
(-) plus th" .. CClllpany plcit,·on was ablG to got to WJ.thin 75 moters 
of tho cut-off platoon but Ciouldgot no fur',hor. The .. , Company plat­
pon mado it closer than (l.!ty othor element. B Company was tll.kingmod­
erato aasualtios. CGneurrontly as Company 1. (-) was heading up to­
wards tho left and roarmost ulordonts of jJ o <;mlJe.ny , it made hGfwy 
o(.nt8.ot with a largo foroa of at IGast onlil P,.VW Company whioh wa6 
driving in e.nd along a dry oroek: bed pIl.l'allel to tho western edgo of 
the L:;. 'l'hOSG enomy wero headocl dirootly towards the left rear of 
OorJpany ll. J.. very hoavy fire fight illJllodiataly broko out. J. Ccm­
pany was 'Gaking light oasuHlties, allel oxtracting a hoavy toll from 
tho enolJY. vne of the ,. Ooml'e.ny platovns was in such EI 1,osition thd 
it was uble tu bring oloso-in flanking fire on 50 - 70 E .. VlI as they 
oontinuod lll(;ving aoross their frl'nt. i'Jarry of tJ11lm wore killed, as 
whon the le!'.d few wore droppod, tho remninder kopt ootling right into 
tho field (.If fire. A OurJpe.ny took tW(, prJ.suners who wero le.tor ev' .0-
uateu to BrigfMie. 

(4) Just as tho A Oc,ml!any fire fight broko out, tho last 
oleruonts of 0 Cumpany ane'. tho lead olelllOnts of D Ooml'MY landed. "s 
they landed, tho holioopt.ors t"ok nUffiOJ:'uUS hits 'but none were shot down. 
Tho C Ocmpany Colllrua.nder directed hie olefolElllts int() position along side 
his other clemonts whioh had 1ll.tldeQ. !irev:i.o1.ls1y. \'Iithin £iva minutos, 
a foroo (if 175 -200 enon\y I hOeldod. for tho .LZ, ranh(')[illong into C 
COL1PD.l'lY. C COIilPF.UlY hold th<i!m c;ff I killing numoroUs of thom in the 
procGss as th'l'{ ocntinued trying t\l gat t(, the landing zono. Vne 
priscnor wc,s takon and ovaouatod. Tho C O:,mpany aotion cuntinued for 
al'proxiL.cfl.toly 1t- hours until the onoll\Y, disorganized and deoimated, 
pulled off under heavy friondly artill~ry and air firEls, ('.ragging many 
of his dend £Illd wounded. 

(5) Conourrent with 1111 of thQ above, as the first 
elements of D Cc;mpany le,ndud (with the last olo·['le>1 tlO of C Oompany), 
thGy irJl'£lGd.iatoJ,y ]:lao arne engs,~d in tha fire fight near •• Company. 
Une uf the j) Cuml;le.ny CqJlll'!1!i\!ldsr's rlilio opslt'a;tore wa.s kIl. in the lii't 
Comparty C(;I,lL1Md.Sl"S hdi~opte:t' 'bodi'oDa heo"1.l1d d.islil')unt and the (,uur 
gLUmer and one pilotw$rG WQ\ilIldi,ed.. I s'\iC,l)pGd th" othsr eight Dh-1D' s· 
frOlJ landing by radio. Thill 1I CumpanlY' elements oonsisted of tbe C(;liItla.nd. 

group, part of the mortnl' platc,on ~Ill(t thoantftank platvc,n. 'rhe D 
Company COI!ll!le.nder led theui towards th0S0).lflct ()f thohea.vy firing in 
tho J. Company ar()(l.. 'rhey tlade :i.t tu the stream-bed are a. I ili~'lOdia.t()ly 
enga(s.)d 25 - 30 l'J,Vh hoaded dc)wn the streUlll-bed and killod most of 
thom. A Ooml'rulY clements killod tho rQst. During this fight, the 
DUor,lpany Coml'1ander and hiortar J?lat()cn LEmdar were seriously wuundod 
but o<mtinued to firo thoir rifles personally killing sevGral P,.V.,. 
J.£tor tho onOl:W wore stoppod, tho D Oumpany Cot'lLlander altorn,iDly lost 
oonsoiousness and oame to. he turned over the oOLilnand of tho oompany 
to the i.ntitank l'lf,t:,on Sorgoant, a btaff SergoWlt, B-6. Di8.Posit:Lons 
of unite <'.t th,"t timo nre sh\.wn nt Tl1.b F. Thlil C(;lllUlI.nding Uffioelt'"C 
OumpF.UlY Wldo p~$ioal oonte.ot with tide Staff Sorger.nt and witt!.. I;:\Y' 
f1.P]Y1'()vL'.l dirGotod tho .D COtll'll.ny oloments t:) the lElft elf C C"IUPany 



tying in tightly aroulld the southoastern edge of tho 1:11 off in the brush. 

(6) By thon we.:wero taking numerous casualties throughout 
the br..ttalion, and it WIIS apparont that we wero fighting 500 - 600 onoll\Y' 
These wore only the onos we were in oontaot with r.nd I figured others 
were houded our way. 1 requested tho llrigflJie (Jo!ll1l£'1lder to sond me anothor 
riflo company. he irilIllediHtoly approvod this roquest. 1n fact I lctar 
lercZ'nod that he had already alortod J:> (;ompany, 2d :battalion, 7th Cavulry 
and wns nssembling it dt pick-up zones. 

(7) lJuring this fire fight, the Cavalry .8ciout I:;)oction wus 
givon specific ar08.S to reconnoiter. 'l'hoy ooncontrn.ted on routes of......,. 

I2gress down the mountain to tho northwest and southwest, and also 
approaohes from tno north Il.Ild northwest on the v<.lley floor. 'the 
Cavalry reported results to me on nw cOl1lllJ£md not. ..t this til~O, 
approximately 1500 hours, I deCided that it was nocoss[,\ry to continue 
to land the ronll.dnder of tho taotior.l elomonts of the battalion con­
Sisting of thtl reoon pll'ltoon,. 3 DllfO 10fJ.ds of () Company men, and 
tho XU o.nd 1st SergoFUlt of lJ Compnny. .Il.lthough the eustorn portion of 
tho lo.nding zono was under onor;1\' fire it hf"d sle.okod off oonsiclernbly 
duo to tho iJ Md II (Jomprmy uctions. '.i!hoso elOlionts landed safely. I 
turllO(t u (JODlj;l.n;)' ovor to tilo Company Xu and dirocted hir" to dis!; (80 

tho reoon platoon around the north an(i ei.at fringe of the L:II for 1" 
soouri ty and as battalion reserve. 1'110 () (Jompany COLlI.lander had pre­
viously, with TiW approvd, sot up all rifle oompany mortars on the 
oastorn fringo of the 1". Tho lIConlpany Comnander w".s diroctod to 
add his LlOrtars to thon and t,Ure O.ver their oontrol fro!:! a oontral 
~'lJC. £'rinoipal direction of fire we.s tow(xd J. Md h CompMies. 
The nortarmen also had tho mission of .1..:':; defense to their oast. j<ll 
went quiokly into position. 

D.' '1'1:::': 2ND td"fl,CJL'l:'£UYbPli...Jl";);.; SOJiliSJ.1Jl'L@.J.D }4!J:YY1!..9.yJlJ::'A!ftJi~ 

( 1) 'rh", timo was now a.pproxil,latoly· 1545 hours and tho 
disposition of tho opposing forcGs was as shown at ·,,'ab lr. 'rhe first 
attoLlpt by Companios .. i.wl h to rei .. oh tho out-off platoon had been 
stoPl'od by approxiLlately 300 onetw. 110 were taking moder[:to casualties 
ospocially unlOng le",dors an(l rEclio)"on..J!hsOIe OIlOlil\' wor" ag!¢essivo and. 
tho,)'" Of;.Jile off the mountain in large grOL<ps, 'rhey were well-oar.loU£laged 
and took exoellent advantago of oovor and conoealnent. They were good 
shots. They were m:mad with nur;leroUil autowatio wOllpons Me:. slHall 
"potuto-li,,-,shor" grtlnadas. ",von ·eiftorboing hit sovGrf.ll tilnas in tho 
chost, LlImy· continuarl firing I.lnelLloving toruv(!iral 1.1OrQ steps before 
dropping daad. 1 ordtlrod UotlPMies A ilnd ;p to ovaouat" tll£lir oe.su.<>.ltiesj 
withdraw undor oov0rillg firillsout of e;i.0sa oontllOt, .0011d praparod for a 
CoOrdi.lll'.tOC. attack supportocl by !1ollvYllroparatory fires to got puck tho 
surrounded platoon. boanwhilo Company C was oontinuing to hold off the 
enm.w to thoir front with tha holp of SOLle magnific~nt artillery and 
oloso air support. The :""ttalion 8-2 was wounded 21ld later shot Ilgain 
and killed during this ClnolJ,Y attaok. Tho surroundod pliltoon of li 
C01.lPI.my stood off nllI'lorous J?~VH offorts to ovorrun it. lJarrywg their 
'dead, their woundocl, and their oquipr,10nt tho tlon of the platoon ostab­
lishll(: a sl.lEtll 25 [Jater wido porimoter on a slight rise of ground and 
redistributocl their OIolLlunition under hoavy enOl'lY fire. 

(2) J.t approxil.lntQly 1620 hours. tho sucond attack by 
Cotl);>f'1lios J. and 13 to rei\ch the surrounded pl(ltoon begf'1l. This nt:~uok 
WP,S precodod by artillery and JJt.<. preparatory firos. hotwoon 1;hofi1'st 
Md socond attaoks and dospito ho"vy fir~s froL1 artillory iIIlQ.. o.ir, tho 
oneJ·W had r,lOved WQll up towards J. and l3 iJor.lj?hnios. SOtlO w01'·Q· in trill0111. 
None fell back. For friondly toadvanoa, tho enomy had to 1i>ek:l,llod. 
This wu.s diffioul t becauso thoy WGro woll-ol1I.louflagoQ. Md Wlo'~o.J.l 
!il0MS of OOVGr OOt, oonooallliont. bllllY had dug into SM11l I!Ipil.dor~holos" 
othors wore dug into tho tops [,uld sidos of tho ant-hills. liy'llheit 
tiuu, COlllP£LI1.y " hud lost '.,11 thro0 riflo plC'.toon 10d.l.0JNIl - OIlIll h,J..'.aJi\~>' 
its, artillery forward observer h.L.. Four Uion had boon, s'hoIbWllci\kl.+l,~jq, 
witbin six faet of tho COL1Pun,y COLltliilldor, including hilll ClGlIlI4O: !S~E!aig$.it; 
who WClS aating IilIiI Il radio oper;·.,tor. (J01:lPany II Gcnolened IilJJp!l;4t' 
llIhawil [-\11(' to thu right of QOl:lpooy .,' progroe sod only 75 - 1001l1$1)\l1I18 
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lluoh of it paid for in oloso-in fighting. I had givon J, OOHp,.ny 
baok his platoon whioh hnd boon Ils$isting II OOl.,pany. Novertholoss 
.. Vompany oould only progross about 150 motors. Ono platoon of ". 
Vompany advanoed farther than t1", ot4$r two, beoru:l(J Gngi.\gocl with a. 
greatly suporior foroel and was pinned d()wn. i:lomo of tho enel,1Y per­
mittGd tho friendly to p£:.88 by thom :ill tho dcmse torrn:ill and then 
opoood up from oonoeo.1Gd positions. white phosphorous Ea'tillory was 
brought in aroUnd tho platoon and between the platoon and ,. Oompany (-) 
to givo support to an .. , Oompany move forward tp gpt it. Tho burn:illg 
phosphorous oauseda tOLlpornry lull :ill tho anariJ,Y f:i,ring Q..\'l,d that plus 
the SLlOko, ohabled the platoon and their dOD(~ e,nd woundod to 1)0 r()f:.ohod 
and brought book. J. ?OO - 225 eholl\Y force was still :ill tho [U'ea fight.:. 
ing agaUlst Oompanies •• and B. 1/ 1740 hours, I deoidGd that it was 
naoossar"' to pull A a.nd j; OOLlpanies, undor cover of hemry supporting . 
firos, back. to thv fringe of tho lMding zone and sot up a tight 
defunsivo perimeter for the night. wo woro still in good comnun­
icntions with the surrounded platoon .Md it was r:illgeCl. with olose-in 
urtillery dofons;lvo firo. I'\¥ intontions waru to oonduot another ooord­
inated I..ttaok dur:illg tho night or e,.,r~ tho noxt lrlOrn:illg to reach it or 
to got them out during the night by infiltration. Both ,. and h Oompanies 
had nuuerous li1.. and KL. t(, get out of tho er"," of oontaot I roorgun­
izatio!1 of tho squfcds "n(l platoons hed tv be aoooLlvJ.ished I resupply 
of IJLIIJO [Iud wator had to be oarrioil out; fmd all units of tlw bat'calivn 
hail t" bu tiod in and disposed for tho night. OCQ1!1VllJlY had takon a 
heavy toll of the ene4Y throughout tho afternoon. 0 COLlPany had takon 
a fow oasualties but WflS :ill good shcpo lind tho onoL\Y', although still 
in oont'J.ot, had oO<\sod h:\;s attooks on the oompany • Company D had gone 
into rosition. 1; Company, 2d l:Jatttl.lion, 7th Oavalry was lnndod in two 
to four lJh-1D loa(ta at a time fl:'om 1705 to 1800 hours. ...S thoy lMilod 
I built t;,or.1 :illto a reserve toroo prapal'edto oounter-attaok any pone­
tration of V Company or for oor.'O'.litment in ·the .. , 1> Oompany ero!;, of oon .. 
tact. This was not nooessary. 

D) The withdrcwal of •• and j; OorJpanios wus ounductod 
suooossfull;r' 11l1ito phosphoroUS, fired 1:>11 urtillery, we.s again usod 
to o(.vertho w:\;thdrflwal. TllO burn:illg phosphorous SOOL10d to disorganize 
tho onQt!if tlorathtll). B:.lilan(j, tho smoke gro<,tly flssitod 1.1$ by its soreen~ 
ing effeots. llil 1,900 hours, the orgMizatiQI1 Clf tll()J.)orit~otor was 
oomplot.odl Writs "'oro Wing. :LA. for the n,ight W\d detons:tV<l artillery 
Md uort&r fires worebo:\;hg regl,Ster0:d. ;t (.>ttadhod Qneplatoon of 
CotlparJif l:J,2dBattt',1:l:o.it~ '1th~vl!tl~t0 C OoruJjl~ ·as· 9QQmpa.n,y had a 
widor seator to defl<lnlt.'J1he .. roqon )11Ii\tcqI'lWIi\!I J;!lM\!Idin.bl,1ttalion 
resorve • Dispositions \ir~r.oas '$l;l~W;ll at!)),"1:i h.. 

Jj). UTHklt ,.C'J!IvJ!J?Ilil\i .. ,Ju:aJ1I~rgi¥t '$rJilBljOOli; 

(1 )WhilG .,11 "'f tho above dosoribod actions were in pro­
gross, nu~,()~()Ulil othor aotivities wero going 011. .' Lu.jor llrobl041 Was 
oaro '\fld. eVllouo,tionot tile wo.undad. 4>lll'ly in tho afternoon, the battal-
ion eur.gOCln,ll)f)d:\;oal euppl:j.0s !;.nd four c;ic, stp,tion llQrSoJ1J1el war.s brought .• 
in. 'UhOy I:lrr;LV!lll 1ll'0W'!cl 1400 ho1.Ws and under heavy f:i,rQ trontec1 thQ woundod 
in ~CJ:' area. 1 d:l:d not olxUin t'lOd ",vao helicopters too frdquontly 
beoauso IllOst of tho IllStornool'l thCi1 'landing zono WflS undsr 1'1:r:o. :,.t about 
1330 hours a small two-chollparop.QI'l &rea wC\s selected in tho northoastern 
portion of X-&:~, as I;W liIuPl1iLy Mrl evacuation link to tho reiill'. This 
we had to defend at all oosts. ~his area is shown at l'ab .£1. J. requested 
the holicoptor lift oompany OOL)J:lMder to evaoUf.\ta tho woundou, bring in 
sUPlJlios, l'..!1d sot up n syatoln whel:'oby evqry holiooptor OOlling to X_lUX 
with troops, with supplies,or for woundodwould oall me for landing 
instruotions. 'J?his SystOlil worked v'l.ry wall; th:coughout the afternoon 
and oarl,y ovening, nw.orous Uh-1D' fl waro brought in - eaoh frOti (l 

spooific dirootion at Il. prescribod iIIltitUdo to lund at IlL spocific pl,3,oe 
and go out on Il. l'resoribGd hoading. I have tho highest admiration, . 
praise Mil r-.>spoot fc>r thO (.;lutstancling' vr<;>fass.i()nalisr.i Md courago of 
tho U"'-1l) pilots Md crows who ~<W. a .g'e,untlo'l; of onlillW f$re tine. &itoJi' 
time t.O holpUEi. They nOVE:lr. riOt'used t~ OOtlO :ill! thot ;t:"llowod d.nsJtJi'JilG~­
ions beautifUlly; tMy woro groat. \,e in turn o .. llodl them in whon' . 
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fire was tha lightest £\!ld tried to have everything ready for ee.ch land­
ing to koop thO"l on tho ground 11 r"i.nil;JUr.i timG. iie,no wore shot down 
nnd dostroyod III though Ill()st of theu tuok hits. 'l'W·) e.ircraft wore brought 
in which die'. not got out. uno recoivqd eneE", fire in the ongine e.nd 
hlld to If.nd in an opon araa just off the northorn portion of tho 1:6: 
tho other clifPod a fow treo tops with tho Iiillin rutor on lc.ndil1g in the 
1:6 an" had tv be loft. Crows of beth aircr8.f't woro ir.1mod1atoly· liftod 
out by othGr holicopturs. Both downed holicc'pters woro irJmodiately 
securod bo ()lotlOnts of Company D without orders por battalion SuP -
thoy baing tho nearost troops. J:kJth wore slightly damagod only nnd 
woro slung out two days Intur by CH-47 Chinvoks. During tho throe 
day battlo, thosi) woro tho only two downod holicoptors. "by 1530 hours, 
it hale bocotlo f.ppnront thc\t wo 'would noocl El night landing capability -
that I nClUdod a pathfinclor toal:! to assist mo en tho grc;und. 1 c£1l1od 
th() " Uoml'any, 229th lift cor.lpany cOI.mltmO.or with a request fvr path­
finders anel WIlS grntifiod tv learn that ho hac, anticipatod tho roquiro­
ment. 'l!hey arrived shortly thereaftor '.:nd with ongineor demolitionists 
cloarad tho J..i. into afElirly safo two-choppor laniling aroa 'o.l1cl sot up 
lights to bo turned on if nocessary f0r night lane.ings. ,.lthough under 
onan;,' obsorvativn f>nCt firo, it was loss vulnera.blo than tho suuthern 
portion Gf X-liJ.).' whero wo wore still. cloaning out ano"", rifleman. 

(2) by dark, at 1915 hours, >1 rosupply of m:lfdO, rations, 
wE,ter anel nlOdicnl supplios hucl been brwught in. j)oxdrane, morphine, 
and bondage a wore tho oeclicl11 supplies most nooded Hnd wator was at a 
proLliUIl. J..t appraxiw,tely 1650 hours, J: rEldiood "w ~-3 al'J.(l told him 
to propare to COLlO in as Sl,on as possiblo using twu UB-1j)1 s i . .nd tv 
bring in tho artiJ.lory lieisGn officor, Fl.c, twu raclio l.peratvrs and 
!;lOrO wator anel SLlRll ",Xl,S !l.I"mo. '1'hoy lr.nd()d at 2128 hours. Thu dll"t 
Met sr.1oko which hung 1ik-n [l. h{\r; '7.orli: . .nl OllvtQ'; n {,)V~l: '~ho o.ni.j,..o tl.r.'-.'~.L 

tlo).'\YO"I.tho;.,. ,,"ri.val and mado tho landing vary difficult but (,nce agllin, 
tho 229th pilots perfurmod with gront cl'urago Md l'r0iessionnlism. 

J.. By darknoss, 1915 hours, we hE,d evacuated all our wounrl()d 
'.nrl coll<.lctod cur doc.d in t;:j' CP aroa. ."no uncl Wilt or was being <lis­
tributocL; tho landing zone area W2.S in tho final skgos of :>I'opar,'1tivn 
fur night Inndings, rn:)rtllr and artillery fires wero being rOgistored 
closo Elr(Jun(l tho pex'im(lterln small light £,roof werking area lWel boon 
c('nstructocl out (,f J,.{mchoB f(;r tho 1;;0(1.iC6; and tho chain of OOf;i!aand 
had been roorgnnizod. J: talkod with nl/:\l1lf of the raun nnd c"ul(l sao thr,t 
tho I;K)rl,lo was high. Wo knew wo w.ero fF.I.Cing n tough cnonw but we c.lso 
kn()W tho onony with a grantly superior force ht,d failed tv got thro ugh 
us thc:,t aftornc(;!l. We wore in exoellont shapo as we cumploteil tying 1.n 
our IJoriI.iotor. Tho cut-off platoon of II C()I!lPany was in goud IJl()rale and 
was holding its position. 

B. During tho night tho onebl,)' L1I1do s ovoral light pro bas 
forward of .. , and h COLljiany, and vf C Uot1lxmy ncar whore it tied in 
with •• Comp<uw, '.xt:Ulory ho.rc,ssing f\!lC'. intorcliction fires woro bI'Outht 
CLuwn un tho lowGr fingers Me. drnws of the mountain, aro uno. tho 
BoutlJorn ~Uld We'sto);,n odgos CJf tho pa;draoter; anti up on thCl slopes whore 
four or fivo oleotric lights WOI'e observ(il(1.. '/0 receivod six ur sovon 
rounds of high eXl.,lusive firo, oi ther tlOrtar or rookots. 

C. Tho surroundod pl'ltoon of h Company on a finger of tho moun­
tain 300 r.lOters northwest of thobattulion l'eritloter was prvtaotodby 
alose-in artillory fires all night. Tho enOl . .y Cl)u1d be hoard ,.(11 around 
the plat"on. ..rtillory fire W/lB brought in on these arons and tho shouts 
ani'. scroll.I.lS told of good results. Tho plEl,t,)on bognn and endod tho night 
with 8 KII., 12 wI... tUlel 7 osn not wounc;ed. It WI'.S disposod in two $o;J;)argte 
locntions within their sr.u,ll porimoter. The plat"on leader, plat00n 
sargeant and WOf.\pOnS sqUE'.cl le8,cler W0re atlong tho KL.. 'rhe Llcn whoonded 
up on the radio Wi,S L Sorgeant "'-5 s~und leador. ho could n"t get to 
the rnnking man (n btat'f borgoont riflo sq1lac'l loaclor), sinco any roove ho 

6 



mndo draw illllllodiato OnGLy rifle firo. 110 was the 001= and leadorship 
link to his (Jompany C"wmanCLor. X'hroughout tho nisht he !;,djusted closo-:hn 
artillelY fir!;) on tho onaIW surrounding him as ho heard ther.(.moving Md 
talking. Throe sGpl\rate attacks woro made during the night by tho OnlIW­
ouch in abuut 50 IJMstrength. ,,11 war" poaton off by small arms and 
artillery fire. fiavoral of tho wuundod !.Jon of tho plll.toun oontinued to 
fight. Tho soo(md attack, at apllroximF.toly 0345 hours was preooded by 
buglo oulls aroun(:. tho platoon and uy on tho lliOuntain 200-400 moters 
abovo th!;) platoon. I roquostGd and ;t'llo"ived a. 'J! • ..u .dr strike in the 
area aoovo tho platuon.. It wasoonduotod undor J.ir ~'()roe flareship 
illuninEltion. It Wa&;! right on targGt anel greatly f.\Ssisted in bre,tking 
up tho sooond attack on tho surround.;)d platoon. This Wf.\S tho only 
illumination usod all night sinoo it oxposed the mon in tho surrounded 
plat(.on aewoll as thl) folChol.os in tho opon arens of tho bat"alion 
parimoter. ",lso, thora was a fairly bright moon frum 2315 onwards. Wheil 
dc1¥-lightbroko, numerous enemy dand woro seell around tho surrounded 
platoon. Those waro only tho d(kd who oould be seen by tho man as thoy 
la,)' pr~,ne in thoir I'oeitions. vthor bodios wer\) l'ossibJ,y oClllOonlod by 
the high gra.sswhioh dottod tho aroa. During tho night, the tlen of tho 
plat,)on saw M(I hoard tho onoL~ dragging off !llMY d",c],cl nnd wounded. 

D. h'il'st light C!.mo at 0630 .hours. I h!;l<1 tontatii.voly deoided 
on IW plan of uttMlt to. i'o~Qh thosUi'i'o\l4(\od plllt()(Jn whilo simultanoousl;r 
soouring tho ~:I,ma1;er. 1 dirooted r:w L., 13, Met (J 000pa.ny Cor.unandors 
to (aoot meat tho (J Compa.ny OF to finalizo tho t>lan. and to rQooive rrYi! 
ordors sinoo that was tho best point of vantage. The time WI,IS lwprox­
ilJatQly 0640 hours • 1 also diroctotl. olloh company to chock around their 
positiol~ oe~.fully for infiltrators an~ snipers. 

A. At a1'proJ!:imately 0650 hQur", thor'.lC(.n oloWJntlll of tho 1st 
and 2d platouns of 0 Cumpa.ny ~ tho two lott plntoQns) whioh waro soaroh .. -
ing anil soreening HPproxiL'latGly 100 .. 200 foloters forwwd.. of their 
.positions bagan rocoiving rifle fire truLl tnoir front and left frunt; 
They raturnod the firo. and be~~ pulling baok to thoir defonsive pos­
itions. M this tiLe, they were attaokod PI uforoo of 2 - 3 C(Jmpanios. 
'l!he onomy was we:).l-calllOuflllged.J orouohing lLQwI Q:I'ldin SulllO oasos orawling 
(In hands and knees.. Tho raoon j?!1.rtioe bUill the two platoun pos itiuns 
right e)f tho COL1PM,YCJ1' eno,ountGted no ep.QLlY"but lmlled baak illlllloiiataly 
to thoir dofonsive l'oSit iOJl$ • "'1~'.41t.snBOS1JnU ar);JStira fight broke 
(Jut. ~ho weight of th(3 Eii'l!)tlY 'cl.\ttMlt wnsdireotod at th~., loft portion 
of tho C Company seotor. Tna recon p!U'tios of tt\o 1st and 2d pl!'.t00na 
began tEtking oa6lU'.lties inoluding SOlllO hii. eEl thoy pulled baok. Uther 
men wore hit trying tu got t" thQ!.l. ~oL1a wore :t'aooverod, hewovor, by 
then - OnO houra the ene1l\Y had movad alLlOst to theporimeter fomoles 
desllite tEtking sllvero loss Os from artillo:);'y, mortar, and olose air. 
SavEIgo oloso-rangQ fighting wont on foi' the noxt two hours in tho C 
Company BllIotor - pr:iII!I1.l;'ily in tholoftthr.oo platNm areas ancl f"rward 
of t;10 Oompany 0:1:'.. 'rhGrowas oons1dorablo t\and-t,,-);le,nd fighting. l!'(,r 
oxamplo, the 1st pllJlt"on lell<ier W!'l$ foUlld lat<:lr KL'. with five daad FiNN 
around hiL1in andnQ&.:!I )1i~ OJ:' to:lCbollll. liM llU\n lins found 1';l;, with his 
hands at the throat of a dQM. li'J.VN ~Nw.or(Jus 9nEiIi\Y bodies wero ,found 
interningladwith tha J.tillEidllAd W(lUllded of COo tip any • At Hl'proxiLlatoly 
0715 hoUl's, tho enol''1fl>ttlll6kG1! the JJ C(1)l:~ Iil.aot()r ilear whare tho 
mortars wore emplaoed. !J1hill!pU,ttho 'J:}Ol!'inllJto:\.- under attr.ok from two 
direotions. Jl.l'tillo;t:'y, •• edaliRookot 4:.lItil11l1JlY, and TJ.C .lir were 
oo.llod in and thoir fires were aoourate /,\!ld extrenoly affoctive. ,:,11.<, 
and T.i.C .dr was also used to ring the l'aIli.mstar with fir os • l:'riority 
of all fires was given to C OOIllPany. Th(l nrtillery Fu with (J (J(JmpMY 
was pinllocl down by rifle fire in tho oompany CJ;' aroa. rtonoo tho artill­
ory W£l.$ adjusted by eif artillery liaison vffioor fron L>:I OJ:'. (J!hero wus 
goocl ob"ervution. 

B. -"-t a;;)prw;ciL1!ltely 0715 hours, the. GOIl1l:~Mlding (JUioer, C 
OOt:IJ}any requosted reinfvroomcmts. r t"ok a platuQn: froL1 (Jom.,!lI1.Y " ~it 



• • 
being tho clcsost tv U Company) flnrl dispatched it fer tho (J O'-,Ul)MY 
C1' uroe" It came l,Ulrler fire while moving over the opan ground, lost 
2 1,L, Md WI<\., but Lmdo it to tho right cen'cor of tho 0 Coupany sector. 
J.t a.bcut 0745 hours, the .II. COI:lP<\ny soctor was att£\cked by what w£\s 
later detort;lillod to '00 11 81:1£111 fvrce. lie wera now baing attGcked frvl:l 
threo difforent directions with firing of oqual intensity in £Ill throe 
areas. (,frazing fire frmu enomy SL1£I11 arlJS Md 8.ut(d:mtic weapons Was 
criss-crossing tho intarior 'of tho perimoter intv tho lMding z(me, 
b~lttali(Jn (JE arOf1 and aid stativn. Twolvo t;; fi£to~ HE oxplusions 
of eithor onerr~ D~rtcr or ruokot fira (Jocurod in tho p$rimator. Several 
mon woro woundad in and noar tho (JJ;' by eua1l arms firo. Vile was hL .. 
I alartod r:iII rosorve fur probable cctllllitment in tho (J UompMY arag or 
D Company Soctor - both of w;dch contingencies we hacl plannerl for the 
night 1)efuro. r radi,)ed the bdgado oVlrJfMlIlder, informed hiL1 cf tho 
sitllf\tion, anet in view of tho losses being sustained by 0 Cvmpany and 
tho hoavy attp,ck, r requoste<l an adclitionnl reinforcing oc.r:llJe.ny. llS 

had 1l1re;,dy nlerted Uompf..ny i.., 2d battalion, 7th Oavalry tho previous 
night and assemblod it with helicopters ruady for moVEllilont. 1'11 re­
quest was apPl'vved but .i. did !lot brLlg tho CQJ,lHUlY in at that tirio Clue 
tv heavy firo ill tl:le "':0. ~eo Tab I for dispositions of opposing fcrcos. 

C, The heavy fire fight continuod only in tho U and :u Conpany 
boo'cors ... t ono tir:e, i"l'proxiru;;:tuly C800 hours, the ~nti-tunk platoon 
was heavily ongagod and the 14 W~6 sevoroly threatoned. ~II!O mortl:,r~len 
wero firing both their mortars and their rifles anI: tdcing ho"vy swall 
firms firo. Uno LlOrtar waS hit and put vut of action by OnOli~ fire. 
r cOl,.uittod Llf rasorvo,tho Hooon J?l,;tGen, whioh movod into tho left 
of tho U Oompany soctor; hended towards J) CompMY and C1SMOd it out. 
T:.oy joinad up with th,_ rest of j) UOlllPM.Y Md from thon ()n throughout 
tho rost of tho CL'Ltack, that porti'ill of tllo po'r:im"T"'" WI'," "nilc.~, c(,ntrol. 
This )Jorai ttod me t" tnke tho "isk of cMillllf'n"ing t() bring in •• Uell1pany, 
?d hf'.ttruion, 7th Oavt,lry. .,lthough the 1;<:, was under fire, it was roduooo 
sOliJ.llwhat. r needed ... Cctlpany, 2d ll("ttnlion, 7th Cavalry in,so that I 
ouuld reinforce or l-'0ssibl;y c"llIlterattaok "r block in or behind the 
C CClilllany seotor. I ordared tho O(!l;u,mnclor, h Company, 2d :butte.li'iIl, 
7th (Jnvnlry to pull one additional rifl(l p;lnto,n pllls hie OULlUlIlwlgruup 
,off his linol turn thG soctor over to, his romaining platoonl assemble 
tho Company (-) dispersed near my ClI, awl pr.apare, un order, to rainforoo, 
block, or oounteruttaok in thu 0 UaL1lJ~.ny seotor which wn$ 125 r;<<ltere to 
tho oast of the Cli" or $oc)u,nd, in any other ar,,,:.. 1)y than, two "fficera 
of (J UOlllpany h&iL 'boon k:l.l.l\ld £llld th.;'uo ;rounded. riowever, tho company 
cOliltlnnclar fll tJ:K!:ugh shot in tho ohest arj.d back oontinusc1 tc, funo tion; 
help to o()ntrol his O(llllpnny, emdgivo me roports f()r noar\ly taroe hours. 
Tho r.lOn of 0 Camp.my ate,ad their ground. 0no r.1I1Il of Company D who wound 
up in tho C Company sector was tho vnlyacldior loft coverin/3 50 meters. 
Eo pcrs',nally shot 10 - 15 ener'lf with his 1'l-16 riflo fuing fr(;m tho 
knealing j,>ositivn. The Oontl'A.ny radiu operator picked off 15 - 20 frvLl 

, tho COlllPMY CJ! foxholo. ThocompMY our.ml!llldor killed sovar1l1 bof"re 
ho WHS woundod. Tho oneli\Y fir" was so heavy that mvv<JHont towards or 
within tho soc tor rasulted in more friondly oasWlltios. lt WIlS during 
t"is aotion at C75~ hour!! that all pllltoon. positione threw a oolored 
eooko gren(lde on l\\Y order to dofino v:t:8\l.e1~ly :for ,!!",C .. .ir, .JL,., and 
artillery air "b8e~WIII.tl:1e ;periphHy' .of tbo par1r41Otor. ..11 fire suppvrt 
was br'Jught in oxtremell,VQl0lllEh SOIllO :C~ul;Gndl¥artiller.Y fell irisido 
tho porimetar, Mel tWOQa.i?:tli O:C'.lil~llI,w.ero delivered in ~ CJ! area 
wuunc1ing. twu mon antl set,.t~IIi(Mlt $'(i)lllQ, 1Il'<16 A(llI!.lO. This· wo acoeptad "'s 
abnorLJ1l, but notunOl!iill)oit'd$'Q:o to 'iib;1!)'Or~r~l!)noy nood fur unusually 
clvso-in firo s.upport~~O.10Q'lll$tEl:L'$) ..0 Coml1e.n;r, with attachnlents, 
fought tho massive enelIiII foro$!!",'!: ovor two hours. ,.t approximnt\lly 
0910 hours, aleulonts of J. O"'.llll1E;tny, 2d Batt;alivn. 7thCI>.vali'y bo@n 
landing. 1 briofed tho Cbnmnd:lng Uffioar, ., Company, 2d Battalion, 
7th Cavalry on the situation ancl SPlW t" it that ho was oriontElcl by tho 
COJ:lT:l<ulding Uffioer, B C,nl)?any, 2d lJattPllion, 7th Uavalry on tho sootor 
he was to go into. r thon ordorod thEl OOliUlla.llding ()££ice~, Cumpany B, 
2d Battalion, 7th CavEtlry to move with his oor:lLlIUld group tJ,nd tho Oll$ 
platoon to tho U COllPany seotClr, asaune o(,ntrul "vo''!! the rO~:lJla,o:t' 
o Com1>n.ny [wl r:Jsponsibility for tho dofensEl (1f thtil. sector. 
out at 0941 hours. -'ftru" rOIDP.ining l!lntvun of B COL1,]?n,ny, 2d 'Ba~i:tl!1;:llIllI~~ 



7th Cll.vdry fol1owo,1 shc,rt),y nfter when it WflS rel.iov8c~ on too perimat"r 
by .. lJ"nlPany, 2c1 Bll.ttnli(;n, 7th Cav,.\lry. WhOI1 tho 3rt' p11'.toon of ._ 
Oompany, 2il Battalion, 7th lJnvl.ry dis~lUUlltod from tho chc ",pore , it 
handeel towards thG 0 OOLllJi.:ny, 1st i>nttalbn, 7th lJavalry fira fight and 
assoLlblod behind. thuir left platoon. I uttilohocl it t" l:l Oompany, 2d 
Batt[,lion, 7th Oava1ry anl~ it fought with th~\t cOLlpilny throughout the 
noxt tw" days. By 1000I1o\U'.s tho enemy uttMk' hE:..} boendofentoe1. C 
COL1]?any had ho1~t. Tho anOI,1Y neve;r;' penotre,tucl through thoir positivni 
:,t Ill!IU'cxilll@.toly 1330 hQllrS 1'111 o'Jlllpnnioson tll<J pOril\let<:lr screonod 
(;ut for 300 l!lotlll;r;'S and po l:Lo eeL thu bllt.tl.of:L'<I'U,. ,1)IIl£14 1'4V':N, P.,V}; body 
frf1g1(lont/il, nnd l?\Vl~ woul'C:>lIS s.nd (JqUipmont. wol'() littorGGlin pr"fus ion 
around tho oelgc and forwarCl. .ofths l?or;LLlil.tor. l~.Y.lls-bl.c<iQr..frE\e;,r.lOnts 
woro so~.Q. Thora wasL1llssivo ClvidonOe o.!)~. bl()ody trails" banelag"s;--­
o.:ro;--y,{ t1ll.ny (,thor P .. VI1 boil1fi dilaglf,od e.WfVlJt:rO'lll ilho.f.\J1.J.£\. i:;i,lllo (,f tho 
onemO' dor.d woro founel IIrlio.okad bohind Cl.1'l:bhUls.· 4rti11ory and '.i! •• C Air 
was placod c)n all w(,ocleilara$/II nott;l:'bYinto whioh trails dis'Wl!ellrod. 
HUlUGrous onallV wGll.pGlnl!l wON oollootod <tlongwith cthor f.\J1l!1flt1ant. two 
prisoul/.'t's WQrot~Wl.Melavo;cUfl.hcl. Fri"nellydoe.cl Md w(;1.lllded were 
also QoUootod. lii<'iT.le frisndlyworokil1ed Mel wOUndod in this scraan­
ing.t) tklllpi;\ny, ~st J;)iltt/J,lion, 7th Ciwalry wus. them positionoel us 
the btl.ttalionroll"!WVo in tho oonto:!.' vt tllo ),lG:r1lllstyl' !i\!),d " Oompany" 
2d hat'co.lion, 7th U!),vo.lry was in position in the furr.lor h (J"Lll'any, 
2d Buttnlion, 7th Cti,valry sootor. 

J.. Le.to in tho aftornoon of 14 NovombGr. tho ltrigndo Oo=a.ndar 
had J'1(,v'J''l th<l ::>iI Bc.tt",H., .. n, 5th (1nvnl-ry, into UO Victor. L.t nP1>"",,,iMiI.'coly 
0800 hours it heudot'., on flct, for L., X-lL,x. Sao Tab J fvr routes used. 
"~t 1205 hours, it closcd into X-fu.Y. Tho Oommanding Uffioor, 2d Batte.lion, 
5th CF\Vlllry ani.[ 1 ooorc1inn,tod on tho ('.isl'ositie,n of forces. It WIlS agroad 
that his ~, and 1 CGnlpi.l.nios wh:Loh woro south and wost of 1:(, X-fu.Y on tha 
lowor slopes of tho mountain h(lc:dod northwQst plus :t> O'~mpa.ny, 1st l>nttalion, 
7th (J&v"lry would COl'l('L\ltlt II. o<:lordinatod attack behind ert:Lllery, ,JL., 
T ... C ",:L~ ~?rE!l.%\l'Ii!:~:t~)n 'iK relieve th!) s"Ul'J)<:lundod ",lntuol'l. The routo of 
attnokWas a$ $1l,(yWn -at.>r£l'b l~. It WilS o.graod ths.t I woulcl assumo opor­
atiol'if11 'O:;',I1;tro;); ofO,>lllllanwh,:ael :ba.tt!11-il.on,. 5th Cavdry a,nd bo in ovorall 
control of all \itn:Lts ~'/; 1:(,:lI. .. fu'~jp:l:1ltiI ;¢!Ai!!,JII<:>l'ls.i'b:L1ity f"r its clofenso. :a 
OOLlllBlny, ~d l,'I{II'tllll\)).d;o.n., ',5t~'iiI~lI'lj,lq l!!Pvj!llI:t",'rward of U UOI4)fmy, 18t Bc.ttllliun, 
7th Cavnlit'iY' on"i:I't<J J)I.$;t'ilA~tQ~. ,<i;~l,2d; lil.ttnliol'l,5th Cavalry mortars wont 
into},lc,s1t;l:.o1l 'MU .1i1ll6i1st6lil1(J~h1.LO!;'jn~J 1st BattflUon., 7th Cavalry (IiJ!LnUS 
th<lmortt).r lila'l;oon.)W'i.l.$ ./l.tIMil. '11',,'0 'CCI!l1Jl$i\¥ , 1,st battaltc-n, 7th Cavalry 
in rOIlO;r;'V(;). 'rha attM'lt :'Iilt.< M.\!l 'f;l,QolllliUies "f th,s 2d lJattnlion, 5th 
Cavalry Md J;C01JPI'U'Iy,1 at J'lat1:t<liilin, 7th C/i,valry 1.lllder oontro1 of 
CODlLlf'Inc1ing Uffioor., ad llattalic\n,5thCavL,lry j'lll1lDl!ld G)ft at n15 hours. 
Thoro was litt1<3 Q!l(!)l\W resistMo((J. :t;Compap,y, 1stliattalion, 7th Cnvp.\l~ 
roaohod thoeurro~cle(l;Pll\toon at 151P.holJX'$, .• , . At the. ,1Qcationtlle~eWllrG 
8 r.L., 12 V:!;.w. and '7\lliWCJtiI'tcta~,.jrh.e p:Lfltc,-,U '$1r1li ,fu>.\'i;aliilnG·loft lili-f. WEliitEl 
:Ln g\;v!!l 'Jlli.l:tall'h$j~ilW(JW14&dwiji:t'J!):Qv:ai,l\2klt:e/i~d,!l,n \lAit'lit.d,~sl1lG.'lild and 
due; :t.n, .f';r ti1.@niglli,t. $).$;i~1D\l.iIvrot'$ assh.Qw.itaib' J1'abli.. J .. ,JItMitiunj 
wlAtllll1;',,;s.I1Clt~U(J~1!I'iI'~{) 1#1iI~t@ ~t\ g\;:l'llib\tt~lIiltlfd..~l;l ;ll»Mwore all 
aVli\Cu.AIIl.il~ . 

'na. Jl!lim!~;;lf~~_~"*_''''w'1'''VI 
J;. .~i'lil.l'31\1~'fIli;iibj'~~~i®iti,_Jil" .~:O;~tIW~,M$1l l\ahlj:il.~'O>l, 

7th lJIl,V,,1r$' 'W1;,s'J?r"IIi>JI)~ ~ !~':~ '. '$Wt, ;\IW.\~:t!i~!liUill~ '1<\Ad:thOcoth$1' th:l:Oil 
disponCi(/., .. !L'h'):II1t>~~~ilh;\.'~~fli1'tG,\_1!I !ll\'!}~ ~:t:'.Gwo(Ca noolloudli!. 
F:t1'1I! tliso ~11;,n~\~ ;1!\'f;I;~\fI~ _j}#jIj~~'Wfru.6iIfl!t'f. ;IIYIWliIEllIt!l¢lll.tmll~ '" 11 
aillin.glltdli:old:lI'i1.-tll ''Clil··~~.;l\Jiijt¢'t!ll\t.w~~'l!I/II~~~d..~1(1, '4() L1CDrt(lr 
!1rew,D,fI ji'l:llIil.il:l::tl'~~dJ .~. .·di,~.~t:l'l:e J):\!'o'ii!~'QIIJII!,l1;$!>l\ll/l:; w~th(lutlil(iIi'l?r()v £:\1 fr 0m 
mill, ",llt'1ros WGr<)()(Alim'd~a:t!'llli\ ."'l;l$ .!il/{ .¢!l;~~:J;G;J,'.r.l,il';~!i")Q.· \)1:1'1oor • Con­
tiil~()W!I~ .olOS<il":I:u !(~('l .~ t'iI.:t;'I!!I;IWill'PQ".l!;iI\l;o*"tit· iilI111 '@ound. tho l.lo)::UmQtoro 
I:tomOW'Gi'l!i :Wlao!l(l\ln.~PID~~~I*llsj;41~, ~d .iU!1,.nt iIi'\ tW(, arMS roslAltecl 
in a sO;j:j;GS "tI!lGo:(;,n:4tI'\1;'Y''iiii!;J1~\\iI:!:iiilDl$. 



B. M ap.,r(,xiJilhtely 0400 hours, the enelLlY be/j11.!l p:wbing the 
B Oompl1.!lY, 2<1 batte.lion, 7th Oe,v; lry soctor. ..t 0422 huurs a forcD of 
250 - 300 onenw c,t'~ackGd b Oompany, 2d patt",liGn, 7t.h Oav·l.lryin tho 
1st battalion, 7th Oav"lry socter. 'rho r,'ute fof attack was from the 
southeast as shown at Tab h. ~'lflXoship illULlinati(rn was ci'lL,d for and 
c"ntinuous until 0545 hours. Tho attack was boat on off by small arms 
anel flXtillory fires. 1.t 0431 hours nnO'ther attack by 200 onemy Ce'.no in 
on B U(impany, 2<1 l:lattali(lp, 7th Oavi'lry. liiach tiJiiO n flare woulcl light 
up, tho ",nar.w would hit the ground or fall back into tho cover nnel c()n­
caalLu:;nt offerod by the high grass and troos. 'rho artillery took a 
hewvy toll. ''uhere Wer() four batterios firing. Tho P ... VN coulei bo S00n 
dragging off nw.!er,)us bodies. By 0503 hours, the weight of his att.ck 
hr,d shif'tod more tv tho southwest with aJproximdoly 100 anomy attacking. 
This was repulsed by 0535 hours. Jot 0550 hours, tho flaroship ran out 
of flares. ".;t'tilloryilluminGtiul was then employed. The mortars of 
both bl1ttalir.;ns had beon firing H:.!J sJ.noo tho attack bGgan. !'l()rtnr 
illw!linc,tion wns then permittod. J,t 0627 hours, another attack caLIO 
dirootly towards tho CP. ..t 0641 hours th" enoqy had boen bOi:..ton 
off e.nd was clragbing off bodies under fi:);'e. .Li Oompany, 2d Bccttd,lion, 
7th Cflvfllry had porfc;rmed magnificont:j,Y" fmdhaC'. suffered only 6 lightly 
wounclo(c. .uurmg thu utkok, two sopf.rnte res.upply runs of aI.:UO were 
mado by tho Recvl'l PL.tc;on, 1st ;'attd:j.on, 7th Cavalry under fire ,.nC: c;n9 
by tho XO nne. radic; oper"tora of B O()t,)j!~my, 2<i })",ttalion, 7th Oavalry. 

O ••• t 0641 hours, orders were given fur all mon on tho perimoter 
to spray tho treos and tlw anthills and bushes forwflrd Falc; ovor their 
positbns at 0655 hours for two minutes to kill infiltrgtr.;rs, snipers, etc. 
IllIJll(jc'iately upon firing, a forco of 30 - 50 P • .v!~· exposod thOlOlFlG1VGS 150 
moters forwlll'd of COlll,any "" 2d llaition, 7th Cav!'<lry and bO(,,[,n f,r; ng 
tho:].!.' WO;-1.1)onS CI .L-.I,IJPv.rently tho "LInd min,nto" £:L'OO spr8.ying, pr.'8I t:nturely 
triggoro(l. a possible enomy attack. hill and VT olXtillery was brought in 
and the atkck was bedon off 1n twonty minutes. The tactic of spray 
firing accuun ·;(Kl fur 6 ..:> .. VIi dertd. Uno hUng fr.,m a tree forwal"cl of the 
left plato un of B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th o "vall/y • Jillo'bher drOl!Pod 
out (Jf a tree inn,lodiately forwa.rrl cf tho B Oompany CP. Uno 1',_Vli was 
killod about ono hour la.tor attempting to climb dCMn a tree enrl "soapo. 
1<W c(,mpany oCI:.n:i1anders reported to mo that the men likod this spraying. 
In a~,(,iti()n to killing onsl,lY, s-],)prarently it affords" roleaso of ton-
s ion built up through the night, and c lClars any doubts as tc 0ncr,jI' 
noarby. ,.t 0716 hours, a cautious and eloliberi"to swoClpwas mgc\o by 
Company C, 1st Battalion, 7th Oavalry and the Hocon plLctool1, 1st 
Battalion, 7th C~ vi'.lry thrc!ughout the interior and frin@es c'f tho LZ. 
I orderocl this cqnductEld on hands and kneos tQ searoh fur friondly 
casualties nnd l'J.VN infiltrators in thG high olephant grass. Tho traos 
wore also searohed. rho:re were nogQtivo rosul ts. 

r"·'-

D. M 0810 hours, all units On the perimeter were orderod to 
coordinato with thoirfJ;,jJIl.\t 'units" aAd pllGpal1e tolllOve out on a search 
and clear sweep 500 mstorsooniM\o.fl/:iillg (,n: Qrdl.li).JZ. Tho !)IOvot)l'Int began at 
0955 hours, howGv<;>r, aftor);lQving50- T5 met~rs b Voml'a!llfi 2d De,ttalion, 
7th 0nvalry came Wl.d<;>r:f;J.xa •• vl;lOplliitCion loader was soriously wcunc1od. 
All LlVVcil.larit Wasstoppad •. ·Jj(.)C!tnP~, 2d 1l/J,ttalion1 7th Of1.valry pulled 
back tv tho perimotoit'~i:l'xholli$ atla dl\los.q-in IilXtillory and 'r,.o •• ir was 
called in. '1'10 thon raovod 'lilaok CJutj-l;Jliimin!;\1;o.d all resistanco and ],)ol:l,.cod 
tho arOf;. 27 mora P,.V11' werfilkUlad cm this aWelop. ..nor.ly cloul were ly­
ing thrQughout the arefl. I sawllieI;/ls:iiVG .ovidance of e,o,ld and woundoel ovac­
uation -- blood,bodyfragmllnts, blooCly g •• l'mollts, atc. \/e ,;.lso brought 
in three friendly lI.L.. NUlllal'CiUS oneLIl'WIDIc,l,ons Wor() collectod. bany were 
soen which had boon fragment.;~l by firo. 

E. ,.t approxilllC,tely 0930 hours, the first olouents of the 
2d Bnttalion, 7th CaVi11ry(-) began arriving at X-R,.Y. Thoy closDe, at 
aH,roximatoly 1200 hours. ,.t 1040 hours, tho BriGado Cor.m,ancler :,rdereel 
me tu move tho b~ttalion; CCI:ll'any h, 2d lJa·~tali(.)n, 7th Cavalry; and tho 
3d Plat,.)on, .- UOn!,lltlhy ,2cl lJ.,ttali()n, 7th 0nvD.lry b3' Uri-1D to F".wCUN L~, 
then to OMP Holloway at Ploiku for two clEWS cif rost and r",orb~.nilZrll/t:W'ln ••.. ; 
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H~ ordered me to reHe4jimy elements on line with eleme. of the 2d 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry and the 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry. This r did. 
However before moving B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry, r had them 
oonduot one fln4~ lateral sweep across their front out to 150 meters. 
This was the soene of extremely heavy .aotion and r wanted the battlefield 
thoroughly pOlioed. The extraotion by UH-1D was completely Sluccessful, 
and was covered throughout by artillery and TJ;O ;.ir delivered around 
X-RAY, on the flight routes in and out, and.on the slopes of the mountain. 
There was no enemy fire at any time during the extraotion. The ohoppers 
were not brought in untn airoraft loads were spotted on the LZ. Hence 
tho UH-1Ds were only on the ground a f~w soconds. Conourrently with 
troop extraction, oxcess supplies, enemy weapons, oasualty gear and 
weapons, and oasualties were evaouated. Enemy hand grenades, ammo, 
anti-tank woapons, etc wero placed in a large hole and arrangements 
werG made with CO, 2d Battalion, 7th Cf\valry for demolition by his 
engineer teams. &ny other enemy weapons had previously been destroyed 
elsewhere in tho battle area. By 1456 hours all elements of the 
1st Battalion, _7th Cavalry; D Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry and 
the 3d Platoon, A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry had been extractGd 
from X-RAY bound for LZ Falcon. By 1830 hours all elements had left 
L~ -FALCON by air and closed into CaJllP Holloway, vicinity ot'XiJ'leiku. 

VIII. ENEMY. FRr:~N.DLY CASUALTIES, CAPTURED: 

J~QUIPMENT 

Killed, body count - 634 
lulled, wounded (Est) - 1215 
Captured, evacuated - 6 

B. FRIENDLY (INCLUDES ATTAggp UNITS): 

Killod - 79 
Wounded - 121 
Missing - None 

C • CAPTURED ENEMY EQUIPM]):NT! EVACUATED I 

Assault carbines w/bayonet ~ 54 
Assault rifles, automatic - 57 
Automatic Rifles - 17 
Heavy Machine Guns - 4 
.tntitank Rocket Launchers - 5 
l'istols - 2 
81/82 rom MJrtar Tubes -2 
Medics .Kits - 6 

D. ENENY EQUIPMIDNT DTIlS'rRlYEp III OBJEC'rIVE AREA: 

~~~ 

Crovl-served and individual weapons - 75-100 (<lpprox) 
Anti tank Rookets - :3 oastls of :3 rounds each 
Hand Grenades - 300·400 (apprcx) 
Assorted small <lrms, 1M ammunition - 5000-7000 rounds (est) 
Entrenching tools - 100-150 (small shovel type) 

IX. COMMENT I 

A. The following items conoerning the en\llllY and general battle­
field techniques are oonsidered worthy of mllntion. Most represent 
nothing new and are listed for emphaSis as being partioularly applicable 
to the PAVN enemy. 

B. FIml SUFP0.1JT.: 

(1) Fire support to be truly effective must be olose-in. 

13 

, 
\. 



",gainl3t heavy attf1cks such as the ones we defended against, SOLle eneri\Y 
will get very closo or eyeh interminglecl with friendly in the high 
grass. lJringing fires in 1.>r0optly, "w,.lking theT4 in" extremely close 
helped us greatly. The cGfJl.mndercr..nnot wait until he knolvS ~xactly 
whero all his m~n aro. lf ho does, in a heavy action, he will got 
more men killed by wai tins than if lie stnrts shooting ir.uaeeliatoly. 
unce the onelIIY gets as cluse as 25 meters ,;ut or inter4~ingled than ho 
has tho friendly fighting on his torms, with thlise who ho,ve tlieue it 
th"t close. Closo fire support then CM be used to cut off his 
follow-up units, an,', they will bo thore. no is L1UCh more afr[;id uf 
na1'alm f.Ulel white phosphc,r .. )us than Hcl. no hUs tho dirt under iLJl 
fir", Uhdarnapalm o.nd v(,fI" he oftcln gots ujp anel runs arclund in dis­
order, and presonts Fl bet'cor targot for sLu.ll ilXl;lS, VT, and lW. 
;rho 250 pound frag buob and tho; CBU's are very effeotive. 

(2) \vhon f) unit gats into an objootive arllll, ('.s sue,n 11S 

,;oasiblo aftor landing, artillary firos should be brought in. ;i'his 
will ruayba kill SC.Dle P,~VH nnarby anel oertainly will out dc-wn :'i",", 0n 
target when a fire nission on known enetlY is called f0r. 

(3) •• orial r'.loket artillery is extrOl;,oly off,)otivo ospeoially 
if tho pilots know tho eltA.ct Iooatkn cf frienilly. It h0,8 H tronondcus 
shock offvct 'On the snotW' '.che thing I'.b()ut • ..d.. which lllP..\<es it at tiuloS 
!.loro affoctive theil artillary is tho faot thntit dues not havo tu be 
SOOIl by grcunc1 observers t" be Il.djusted. If tho frt)l1t lines or a friondly 
1x,si ticn is Ini,xkod nncl can bo reor,gnizocl by tho pilots, quick, accurf'te 
firo support is tho rGsult. 

(4) Tho ~'I w~s offovt;:vo "'llrdnRt. t.ho anth; 11 f1 bohincl 
wh:i.ch tho P.<'.i.VN J.olnl~n h:iiti.ne_ '£rc·tining (,n usa of 1&~\i8 I.mat bo OT.lVhfl..sizC)(l .. 

(5) If F •• Vi. AXC unc',unterod olosev-in (curing a frifJnclly 
att,wk, tho bost svlution to r..n at.tack rIley be to 'back Ul' unl'or artillery 
Mel .i.R.., lot tho nrtillfdry and •• :ct.<. wcrk thu (.r,,<\ c-vnr and thCCrl st,.rt 
ag[lin, lOF.dil').g off with plenty' o·f l"-79s ifl th", troos (,nd grn~,s and· L..ws 
intI' tho ~l'lthills. 

(6) Whonevor H1Ul:d.nI,tion WetS in th<l 'l.ir many of th" o!ln'IY 
ooaso<! firing. 

(7) Curo:t'~.l pIclollmont "f 1v"'79 mon shvuld bo enph.[lsizod in 
(;rdol' togivo tholiltho 'hos.t, llcsdblo f~alds o1'£i);'o. 'rhoy DU1,t Blwr:.ys 
ba on tho l()oki'ut fur anor,1Y in1;rQ(Js. 1t W",s found th'o.t ttl" h,.79 , s 
were 0l(·brOI.1Gly o:f'£ocotiye tlgnil'lst enot:iJ' in trodlll us wel.l e.s troops in 
tho 0IlOlJ.. lYl-79' s muSt bo firod into troes B.nd thG high graslll ovon whon 
no en0tl,.. FiX" S <lon. 

(8) In this oporation all orr'lrtflrs woro ocobinJd under a 
contrnl ]'JJC. 'l'his was vory satis£r:,otc;ry. 'l'hemortnrs. wore vot1)f O£:t'ilot~ 
i vo • ~J()rtr.r illuninll. t ion firing wMoarefully oont~,)llGd8'ti 1;)s:litEl/liq.t! 
level. Tho tIlurtrlt: illUl;lin',.ticn r"undhas a 'IIG+'y high ducl;r,!}t<l .,./ld tt 
would ti'lco 0 nlElllY r"unds tlJ l)r()vidP a battal1.J;n.l?<1r4J;!oiltlr :I.ll:\IlDlingtion 
for c'l')G hour. 0 'l'he~of:.l'Git W'B 1,;Bodto .fill t\1.1i ~r, for illur,l:itlr:tion 
blOtwael). tho flt:tillClryand thoflarefiibillp.l!ni..al:lCrtars £Ilona oould not 
haVo()OLle·cloSIii to .1,x'oov1d~€i tl'\od.\.lj;l·l!;l:Od 'oli)l11ott\'l:t (if illumination. 

(~) 0 '.rtilJ.$~I,'l1.,qJ<ilho~~l hfu'O$.;ll.'bG 'U$ocl at t):WSi~"lO 
tiU(l wi tho,l.ltl\l.$$o .<);1) &irlil:lNl:t't 'or ef:~oIi19'1iivdnClSS.'l'l'l,o /..i;Uo' a.rr;t 'l'.;() • .1.r 
flew porpat\d1oulsr 0 1)" 1il~GIIW~:Ii,ij;j)rQ'~";;.liWB'Qt line in thr.,so ca.soa 
whera they s:l:r'1Uitm.noCUiJ~ff$'tl~\!1~ tllo ·Il!!1.I'~et~B;)t&rUF\il • v'ohor striking 
a.irorc.ft flow );!are\llol to the ~ .. t1U'gQt Uno and beyond it. This c.::.llud 
for closo tGll.tlWvrk botwoantlio~',.O <<)1c1 thG .urtillory lidson "fficor. 

. (10) "-.rtillory wst bo usod C\~;',ins.t p:,esiblo avonuos vf 
roinfvrcoLiont as well £\S oil tho onoqy in ai thor r;;lJ. c,ttaQk c,r a dofonso. 
Closo-in c()ntinu('usdofensive h I'!.lK J! fiJ;>,,s are a uust in a. dofonsive 
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s it.UIl.tion whii!t'll th~ 1!)nGllIl' is known tQ 'os present enn U he is net 
e. t tMld.ng. 

(11)q.;.eiilit an1:phSis:t:s$li:oliJ:d be pllJl,Ced on the ability of all 
personnel down to atidiilelu4in$ Uta tGam lell\der$ tusdjust artillery 
and mortar fire. 

(12) Jill'\Qhp1atoon .lIIUIiIitdarry tl1$.nyO'olo:t'$di. smoke grenades 
and a pMel forll1a,:i;k:l.tlg £riend.4' lineeand laAding araetS. 

b~}'l'll,e techn1111iloof ha;vl,ngall< un.:l;l:son tho perimeter 
throw a oolotGld S\llOk<i gr,onadeon otd!ilre;:t'oa:till.y holped TAC Air and 
ARI. to looe,te thlti plllr1lW'i:ar', 

C • !:pVEJlJJllNT 

( 1) Mov!ill!la,nt T~tb!ll)e,'\litiQU8ly ag~e$j!j.1ve,. Tho G!1<lli\y 
must blti pinned dQwn bY.:t'ira. ,l;lmall. unit., equadeill0.d firG and D)"",,-
ment LlUSt b<i OMI.!!\.'UQ:t;ed :t;<.>p<).r£.sotion. This;i.$ o:x::tSXllllelY importeut. 
If notoon,d);lq;ij;od; colllliae.'tly, mon wi)!.l ge:tl'litMd th(ll W,o'blOlll cb thr,m 
oompo~od w:h~nt)'ihGrmo4$top 'f~ing t.O try'to rQOQVEIr oaFlUll.l ties. 
Tl),en t):wr allllL> get. h;lt. in~oaees$l1;d $Oon.,oombl).1;·of:f.'ectiv<:l!l.<:lss Q£ 
:the $<j;lP.l'Id,j p;b/l.'toon~'!Ite'. is indMSQr of bQ;Lniii 1.0Ilt. In this oonneotion, 
when enotlY oont8.9:bhE\a beliltl _0 or isat:t:'"n.~l1S1)lSP6¢tQd. reoon by£:l.re· 
or actual firQ. W.j)W"~~ ~)).l(l. beoul'ld'!l<}t.ad t,o .t'o:t'sstall tho OMllIl' 
firing first. Thil'lis )?al;'t~~l;y':iJlIPQ:t:Jt;.ant for a unit moving up alwng­
side a unit which is in oon1;aot I1!olld :tna fire; i'ight. 

(2) Phd:<!>on =d QOIllIi$'\Y 1';1.1'0 anrlrnaneuver mua1; be ',on-· 
<iuc>ted·toperieotion. FllM~,_t bQlile·O~El.O·J?'.>n£l"nlu, ,,[>n b" 
I!leoul'sd tq£l;a~¢l"$s'b.lf,;t'~Q I!l~~:(.>t. .$~l:\fM.\SMd pJ,ntoons rH'S t t'e hed 
t.og~)'t;hei' nsdO~!ll;l).$: 't1))t:$e:l,~iti:;LOx)'lle~:tlis.!;t'1'!etighteJ1 thQ blltt$r 
ali\'&:Lnat the 'l?l.VN, as hei<J';Ul hole 1i'P:lin. ooni)ei.l;lElt!; firing P"·Sj.ti0!1fl, let 
friendly go by, then open 1lcp. 

<:~) Close-in artil~el1Y, llRA, and TJ,C !,ir fro;',t, r,,,.,,)', .. rul. 
bothJ!idae ie a great he;bp in mev:ling thrQugh an ar<3D. where thor" [,re 
'lmownQn.ell\)"'" Th:i;fJ isn.oillJl~lbut sometil"es ovo.:rlookod. 

(4), . Whliln<,i)Ompan!).oIlOu!lduct sweo:p Mel clear opera'i:i0ns 
tOgO"')!):Eii/! O'l:1.'tCli'eJ, pi!l;t':i,l!)eili!l;!i"o;r:o,/!li;r: ~ oart£lin route, battalion must, 
tillti!l'/il)l: il'.«l: 'Il!i$~\1)~£9rma.if;!;on.llt91n\il ~i!ld lloinsuro that thCJGocca:Ln. 
Ji/::\:J;Jl. ·~ •. !,\\\L!\i~W9,t~'JI.aI'ilOlf~l'j,ld '~11 .. ;tih~. qiJillwanios are pro:parly w)(,L'(li;c,,,"Qd 
atiel. :f'iti\\\'JiiLtl;> ''Ilh~' ti!lbiJt!l.n_,'th\ll~I1.t4Y si tuatia;n. 

D. TIDCHNIy,Ull!S I 

-.t4~l (-).. ~ an ot£ehJilive 
til~~ 'lij;I.IlQ:i.fic areas 

out ii>ut V'I/J~ 'en in this 
cas.Q. ·_,$~l\;~o.n tna . ~o1:Uld 
andlli\l)1:!$' :1&0 'o<'Jrnmander of 
1j;he1iQ.it w)<lioh areas he 
wi.];;\; ..... ()I:l.~ .. 'q~.. :tho assemll'led 
<.I(~~i") ~\ilMII\Y attack 
,quiokl;it w~'t:b; /1);, 'l!!\1i!g~:ta;n we ware talso able 
to IlKl'\l:Q' .q~olelY' . thlll C()!1te.ct IllI.l.de by one 
of its P:tl.llt'o.O.I'I$$;$' SOGlI1 at.. J~ hall suffioient force to takill oltlli;r; 
tho LZ sscur:!.ty rilissi0.n. XXI, '\rila tll!!li:tth.at 'CQInj!)~ $"19:~1!1' 
in a PCIli1t\U'\il fo:):.' a 1'&$t ,/l10'lti!l:¢lfW!tl1ill)" zOl',lsOOdou1;JtQd.it;y ~e 1.1.$ 
th(j) jiUl'n)? ontM ,p.t.VW. r:raa: ilt.l'G .$ <1tilll1!ll.ill'lW .tha1!l W:i,th their 
agi!ll1$$s.j;"a move WP the i'in({IIl;r:, ,'ITa ·nI~.~t 'lTdlJ. AIJ."e :t1i11i14 fi~'tf!I>ng 
PJ.V'U fi.t'QIn thili i'i.t'in~liI$o1' thQ,lJaw1.il'h our'bltol>il!JO.n:i.t-- £l,l')a.' !!lIM!/' . 
in t~n wouil4ba't~ ,hail:gQo,df:ie;);dSi o:t: :f1te on the :lJ).OQll1;Ln~··· " . 
oarrying thE! IaetE!l0ntefits of A C0!npen:yMd 11111 e1'C andl) COII!l.P~'II'I:ti)ef,.~\ 
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I feEll that the faot that we had first BCompany, then J. (Jompany, off 
the landing ~one moving against the PJ..YN, then C Compe.n,y in a 8Dod blook­
ing ;po$ it ion took the initiative away from him. From then on, for three 
days and two nights, ho was reacting to our presenoe. 

(2) At night, units ~t form tight perimeters, use CIB¥IDOre 
mines, trip flares and dig in. Tha usa Qf outposts and listening ~)sts 
depends largely on the terrain and the ene~ situation. In this operation, 
it would have been suiQidal as the oover and ounooalmont affordodtha 
ene~ too many opportunities to take the out8uards by stealth. CaLlOU­
:flagod foxholos with oleared fiel{ts of fire are rOC(;LlIllended. Nurtlal, but 
sometirr~s hard to exeoute under firo. 

(3) In a perimeter defense, it is necessary to ohook the 
front with small roo on parties at first light and l?eriodioally through 
the (lay for 100-200 metors to ciear out infiltraturs, polioo tho battle­
field, and to insure that the enomy is not massing for an attanl:. 'I'his 
aotion should be preoeded by having all troops on the l?erimaj,0'; s')r:ay the 
trees, grass, and anthills to their front and uVEll1heoo at t, ,;.:"c:',it'ied 
time fur two-three minutos. When the reoon ",lements BOrElCl; ,to ~h" 
front, it should be l?reoeded by artillery and reoon by fiT"" .:Llc Cav 
Souuts overhead oan assist by ubservation. Units should r.K)'f", ').:0 j.n 
the attaok with fire and movement. All men must give tho Olle:tl:J lho 
oal>ubility of being tu tho front and overhead as infiltrators, 8ilJ.pers, 
or massing for an attack. 

(4) The battalion oommand group must oarr,y a 292 antenna. 
in on the assault and sot it up as suon as possible. D Company, ll\Y' 
alternato', CP, oarried one in on the assault -- sot it up, I!lnd' it 

. was invaluable. 

E. SYPPLY. SYJ?:roRT' SERVIClil§ I 

(1) Themil).imum aI!luunt of gear should be oar:dc,d. jl1to 
an assaul.t. This should be one meal, a punoho, two oanteenn of water, 
salt ta.blots, and plenty of ammunition. 

(2) Casualties are a oritioal problem. When fire is 
pinning down ,individuals, one oasualty will oost one or two mol") mon 
attempting to got to him. Heavy oover fire must be .employea .. ~:: ';y:y-
and ouver the a.tt(i)mpt to reoover the wounded I.en and get hi.t; out eX' 
the de.ngor area. Leaders at ell. levels in oontaot und.er :f.:c.N Wl-,~'i; ,",ot. 
cautlously ingett1ng oasue.ltielll .out. I lost IIUlJ'l;Y leaderC! ;c·i.lJJes. and 
Wounded while reoovlilr:l.l).goa.sua.).tioa.~Wounded must be pulJ.cdback to 
some type of clover.od yositlon aM than treated. TrOOPS ~t not got so 
conoerned. withcasunl.t.toI!Jtha.ttbey t'orglilt t,M one~ and thoir mission. 
Attempting to oarry a llle.Iiout requirolll up to four men as bearers which 

oan hurt a unit at a. cJ;'itical time. 

(3) Evaouation of oasualties fronl the arens of oontact 
in this aotion was a problem. TU'I>E litter bElarers would have been a 
big help. .lIs it turnEld out, fighting strongth had to be used to 
carry out a wounded man (;-4 man required) or to assist many walking 
wuunded. (one man at least required in IllatlY oases). : 

(4) Whon a man is wounded or killeCl, his wea.pon and soma. 
of hie equipment got separated from him in many oases. An S-4 represent.­
ativEl • offloer or NCO with assistants, ~t be present at least in 
thEl battalion forward aid station and at the coll~oting oompany at 
Forward SUi>;port. Some of our equi·pment was evaouated with mn all 
the way to ~i llhon. ..180 we had many lV1-16 1 s shot up and he.d to 
havo replaoements in the area. Therefure we kept a. lut of weap0ne! 
in tho· battle area fur re-issue. When we were pulled out wo brougllt' 
all excess weapons and equil'ment with us. l'Jany e~eroy weallOns which 
were oalJtured and sent out with frienClly lUi, and Wa were nevsr eEl.en 



aep.111. ~ha unit cOlillllMder ;fi:gitUiI$' the \i)atUa iiltha objective uoa 
10Il10$ cvl':ltrol of Gquipment'J f:dondll and$MnW;OAllo it. 1e.avee the 
forwo.rdl!l:t'sll liI;1 helicoptllr. Al!lOlflil Gi'taotiliva ubaO'kstop" svstGm IllUSt 
be set U\tl 'to catch thiJ;l 'gEiat' andooil'bl'!O 3. it when it ar:rivae e:t VBit'ious 
unloild:Lng pOiilts iA·tbb t4lu .. 

(5) Ratio~ arij n0litoblsm. ;B'GW men oat !Il\\Oll when in a 
heavy actioll, hOWGv.o1.', wat.Elr :tllextl;'enw1:¥o1.'1ti!)al. :tt must bo pr"sent 
in quantity pa.rt1oulo.rl1 whan there 1snost1.'O$lll sQlU'c.eavallablo. 

(6) /fue patl:U'tnd~tqal)lWIl.S trOIllMd.oU/il,.Vntill theyoQuld. 
set i,n.8\roM41630 ho~s, 14 l'!ovambe!t' ,. an lU!Oomill$'worat't had t.O be 
i\1idod ·:Ln .. ando~t '1>;1 tho battaJ.1oll·ooJlllllall.dar on: tho'bs.ttal.ioll co:nmand. 
nst.Ap$thi'iildar tsam E!hould go .into everl'tb/l>ttaUon ... a::l::ibed Illilsuult. 

(7) Itt()okt'ilne tQreloa.d " ... 16 !IllI.~i4Q$'one r,Ycmd at 
a time. In thG heaVWElO1i:\,onWEl .. onoQunte~ed, this took GXOO"~~.1'(; t tillS 
at or;iticalptl'iodli' . ltwlIII ];!llol'tiOul'arl1 oJ;'11;:toal \l.Uit'ing thr;,:\;,CJ n1gh;t 
attaclt. .11.1110 it wAlla:1$£:\,QUltto 1t •• 1,) t1'ao1£o£ smptiY:ma.gt1\;:i~(,;; t(lC 

a hoav;y fi1.'o f:tght.~h\f .0~lltion .~. be an oxpElnd",PlQ., li'J,~~"ti.c ;';YJ!<!l 
IIlS.gazinG whioh ;Ls:r1esilPPlll,ed to thii :c1.t'~tn@ £u11110a.dE'd j.tl ,~ '::){'\J;:'toleJIIl' 
as was thl) 0:~·!oI~1c~P 'cfei~t 1'ounc!is. AlsOf tM p1.'esorct t'~"(4~'llmo 
pouch t!!lokseora.\i(l~~ 'OA·tholltOIll/il.9h d;ir£ioUlt. 

(8) !l!ho:l,ald~~.oaaitJil.' IliU$t'tlIlOOJ)lQ at 1 ""-sr,,. /1.111 gtJoli 
as the PJi,VN ;in o~l.tQohni~lUIl1 •. a,ndUIIlloftllrr~in DP-a foliag'll 
to o<l}vor and conceal his 1lI/i)V9l1lS.n:t,$,. !ChlI.$ lIII$t W $lIIpI)as ized., , 

F. ;mE l?4VN EM!lMY I 

(1 ):aee.)iJ;pe~1iU 1w. ~ walilAiII!t.il'Ii>!'J. J{o was r'lJ,,;:c,,,,,,,,,tva. 
':a. was equ.:tll~with, ·.aj;>~,ElpondS:Ii(iI1QilO£ll,utQ!IllI.t~e ws'alJone /)j,~, p;IAnr.i!' of! 
.e:mll'llitrd.t1c!l):)'.. lie 'oul'ied ' .. 5Qh1IJ,oslI potat.o illasher hand !W(M;il,il~!il" H. 
o~X':LG\l. a sc£tba.l.l .. s;!.zsdItad, oloo.ok:edt)1'iQ$,·lliQllt of tl'1$m r:l&.r)::cod a 
l)ed:C.6U OOAsi&t1ng.(}f! a Il1soo of wat!>I'lXt'O,qi("pliMi1;ictmd t\ har,lT:l0ok •. 
ii:svtGa1?OnsWEll'O 'i/e:).iI./DIl.:l;nta.:tuQd. 

,{~) . ~G *'MM~~"il'ta:l\~~\\:ti_ and. u's'lU "'1m:,; b: •. t of 
oovo~.~ l;\",~p*,"l1lll!1{\~,'ti:l l'1I:n-#filii'll:U:¢.ii. W$1!l:t,~~a;, .$IIlS.11 ",t'm::" l::Ol;!·,I .• 1:',," I 

MdNlit#-'1I. ,»;r(j,,~Q'b;S:~,.,~t('t~~.~'\tt.h'11i\o~lj;,.Ii!(j) ld th !,1,sIN I/I:rU!N~rh .... 
<+~101ilt¥~~. \C':'I!.~.'IQ .. ) :ClO, •. >' .... d .. ,.~.· .. 8~O~~ .• ~.~.!ll.... .. i i~." ,·.d. 'ilill. :11. ,'1;,. :cit. ~.' .. ~.1.' ~'1"'. L'.:"" ilU.j;>Jjlt.WtI· 
:tit",s . ort'Qo;;{\i~i'I!Afilb~fbj_~¢t iW'~\~ \~li\)'tI;~., \i!~ teo' "J.2,'.il~ Qrl 

~k ~: .. ~~. ; ...... : .. ~~ .. ~~~. '~~~t~.·it~:~~:rl~~:¢>"':;h~~!,~~~sta~d' 
.~,_, '~', ,~~ ,<w :"'~'''''''' ~".'" ''WI _~~,~ ,,., ,_ , 

st.e,y .. b.l)~' :k!llaili01'~~iIi ••• 

(5) ii~' W.aS a~.~llSrWt,.. tn e~in.s .t'<i>:!i' 'n'I'( men, who had 
been killod ,!\.tId .woW.d,. Iwa.elil~(j~ l;J.y the ~ol!j\l n~P$1' who had be<m 
shot in th:liIho.ad alld ilip~llIp_t of ilth(j ·biJ<1u .... $l~Uo'Ull!lt'ly in t11::' heed_ 
He de£:tn1talyQ;iIiled to.1' 'bhG lead ere •• the men wh", wero shouting, pointing. 
ta~lI;ing on ;~iRS. flo a*,.e> l%~l)lo9-.f9.t th,Q ·I\)~n.ollol':;l<.:i,n.g radio/jl. He al/lo . 
tll/poered to oOl'l:oen1lrate lill men wearing ins1gnia of rank -- partioularly 
llon-oommissioned oUio!)r w1tlililt:c1pes e>n thsir arms. In this war, I 
question i;f it is naoeSElIWb", PQIiIs1bl1 even fool:i.e'h,. or :Inviting fire, 
for nOll.CC>lllIll:i.ssiolled offioers to we~ insignia ()£ thsir grade --
or any enlisted man for thatlllS.ttEll'. With:Ln t\1o small units, all moll 
kno~ their loa.dEl1.'s. In base o amp the leaderS s\1ould wear their insigni~. 
an opsrntiolllll against the enenw, they should wear olean-sloeve £lItiSU-lI. 

(4) When attaok:Lng, the P ... yY un;L tliI Cllonfront:lng us used! 
IlIass assault tactios prsceded :in sume oases by light mortar Md MtiL­
t~ rooket £11'19. The latter I bsUeve is often mistaken for mort!l.:r.' 
fire. lie alsO used enoircling maneuvsrs with 50 - '75 mon groups. lie 
employed his =hine guns extrGme~ woll Md thorouehly under.tood the 
value of gI'Aliling fire. J.t night, he W:I.ltruhd Iilmall numbers up to 
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the friendly positions. These enemw set up on top' of grassy anthills, 
in tress, and good close-in firing yositions. He was exyert at probing 
our dofensive perimeter at night and went to great offorts to try to foroe 
friendly into firing. 

(5) When lOGt by heavy ground fire or by mortar, artillery, 
TJ.C .i..ir, or AR./I. he beooma less organized. However, he did not quit,. 
Napalm and white phosphorous he definitely did not like. 

(6) He appeared to have no radios. The leaders controlled 
their men by shouting. Bugles were used during the night of 14 - 15 
Novemb"r on tho mountain above the battalion perimeter. J.lso, at night 

• on the mountain they used Signal lights. 

(7) He fought to ths death. When wounded, he ocu'Ginueq, 
fighting with his small arms and grenades. He appeared farl('.hw,', «hen 
wounded and had to be approaohed with extrema oare. Many fr:i.f.-:"l"J >lere 
'shot by wounded P.i.VN. 

(6)' Ho also appeared fanatioal in his extr<?h;O effo:"i;s to 
reoover bodies of his dead and wounded and their equipmont. He nover 
stopped his efforts in this regard and used the night, tb, hie;t g:~s.ss, 
the anthills and other oonoealment to ,maximum advantage to 8()X've ,his 
purpose. We found many of his dead with ropes tied around tho ankles 
and a short, running end free. I saw two of my dQad with similar 
ropes tied around their ankles. 

(9) Some of mw men who met ,him faoe to faoe h"'v~ stated 
that soma PiNN appeared to be "hopped up". ThQY basod thi,; oo""ltlA~.f1n 
in part on their obser .... tJ.on that whsn.ahi)t, they l<ept moving £l0yeral 
more etellO' flt.':I,ne before dropp:l.ng. In these oassa, it is pc.:"8ible 
that the high veloo:l.ty M-16 bullet passed cleanly through i;LOf)O o!:'·r.;rrw 
without any :l.mmediate stopping effeot. i.lso some men 6tataJ~h",'t~hey 
saw a fow enemy keep their weapons at sling arms'although under fire. 
One non~oommissioned offioer stated that one group of ~O 0:1:' so enemw 
oontinued moving aoross tho front of his squad although :l.t w$.Ii! liIe;4:lg 
out to piooes by olose-in flanking fire. 

(10) 4 favorite tactio of the J?AVN enomy we faoed l!Iee~ed 
to be an aggressive small-unit enoircling maneuver. Mother W!1B a rapid 
assault by 6 ~ 10 J?AVN on 2 or 3 friendlY. . . 

(11) Wo found some of our KIJ. "dog tags" and Wallets on 
the bodies of doad P~,VN. 

VIII. Out of all the above, tho prinoipa'l points that I Would like 
• tv emphnsize arel 

... Wo I:lUSt make imaginative and oonstant usc of our 
trellondousfire support advantage to kill the PAW enemy before hQ 
gets so olose that we must fight him on his terms. This inoludes 
heavy use of the 1/i-79 and even hand grenades to hold him out so that 
artillery, T"C J.ir, and JlRi. oan work on him. ; 

B. We must takQ time and every ol'portunity to train our 
men, and oepeoiallY our replacements, to perfeotion in small-unit fire 
and movement and fire and maneuver. If we do not do this, men will 
be killed who would not otherwise be killed. ' 

C. Tho oommander on the battlef:l.eld must oontinuallY antioipate 
what the future ~ bring or could bring and take ~teps to influenoe the 
future before it comes about. This applies to the 'enerrwl to f:l.re BUpport, 
supply of ammo, water, anel medical supplies before the requiremont 'e.a:isSSI 



to friendly reaotion to possible enemy aotion; and to all other r~tters 
ha.ving a bearing on a partioular situation. Also, periodically through­
out a battle, the oOlilmander must mentally detach hir.1Self from the action 
and objeotively think "'- what is not being done whioh should be dOrle to 
influence the situation, and what is being done which should not be going 
on. 

;h-rj]i17 e: __ 
&RU1J) G. l<OOHl!J 
Colonel, Infantry 
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Hqs, 1st Bn, 7th Cav 
Plei Me, RvN ZM68069 
140645 Nov 65 

Written transcript of Oral Opermtions Order, is~~ed by Lieutenant Colonel 
Harold G. Moore, Commanding Offi09r, 1'st lle.ttalion, 7th Cavalry, 140645 
November 1965. 

1 • SITUATION I 

A. Enemy 

Possible Battalion Vioinity YA 903032. 
l'ossible enemy on. Chu Pong Mountain YA 935010., 
Possible seoret base vioinity YA 960020. 

B. 3rd Brigade oontinues present mission of searoh and destroy 
SCUtll and West of Pleiku, Plei .Me with 2/7 Cavalry South of 
nei Me and 2/5 Cavalry West of Plei Me. . . 

1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry oonduots Air assau:).t operations 
in area LIME (Ia Drang Valley) to soaroh for and destroy 
the enemy. Operations will be oonaentra·te<j. .on stream beds, 
river beds, and wo'lded high grQUlld to& Midr:rtlll he;(l'b.t...~f 
500 meters. 

3. EXECU'1'lONI 

A. Conoept of Operation I 

Maneuver I The battalion will enter the ~ea.ofope~ations 
by o'lmpany elements shuttling fr'lm th~ir present looations 
using 16UH1D.helion,pters landing at Landing Zone X..RJlY. 
Alternate Landing Z'lneS are TANGO and YA~TIKEE to be used only 
'ln order. , C01!lpany,;l3 will land first and seoure the Landing 
Z'lne, . ~eLt:!nding, Zone win. be ~!H;ou,re,d using .the teohnique 
of sending out reoonnaissanoe elements from one .plato'ln and 
retaining -the oompanY ( ... ) assembled as a striking,foroe. 
Company A, Company C, and Company D will follow on order. 
Company.B and CompanY A on order will assemble in attaok 
formation off -tho North and"Nqrthwest, portion of the landing 
znne prepared to oommenoe a onordinatsd searohing movement 
tnthe East and Northeast on order with Company A on the 
right (East). Company C initially Battalion reserve and 

. ~~di:ng Zone seouri ty on orr!er. Prepare til move West and 
Northwest to searoh lower portion of mountain area vioinity 
X •• RAY. 

(2) 'Fire .~pportl There will be an 8 minute diversionary 
artillery prepara'tion vioini ty Landing Zone YANK!J;E and 
T;,NGO,. :(:ollowed by a 2() minute tube artillery preparation 
v:t.oint'Jiy' tJ;le :pr:l,nle,ry Landing Zone X...RAY with emphasis:on , 
eW:-:t:0und,irig. terrain' and~h() fing()r and draw Northwss.t. of 
X-RAY. 
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'llhe 'tube IltrtillEl!l.'1 will be followed by 30 seoonds of Aerial 
ttO<:>ket Artillery fo1l0wed by 30 seoonds of g\,1.nship pre­
paration just prior to touohdown of the assault company. 
All'mprtars under Company D m0rtar plat00n c0ntrol. 
}'nsiti0n area to . be sleoted after, landing. Priority 
of fires initially' to Company B then to Company A when 
move Off the LZ to Bas t. be!!,ins. 

B. Company At 

C. Company B, 

D. Company 0 I 

E. Company DI 

F. Heactqu\'rters Company I Move to Landj.ng Zone on order 
utilizing 2 OH-47's. 

G. C00rdinating Instructi0nsl 

(1) Each rifle oompany be prepared to assulllG mission of any 
other rifle c0mpany on ordor. 

(2) "Oil lift frequonoy will be used f0r move. 

(3) All rifle oompanies take '>ne mortar and maximum a.mmuniti'Wl. 

(4) All mn:r:-tars ,will be br0ught in as internal UHtD 10ads and 
pl,~iCed lmctet C0mpany D oontc'll. 

4. ,ATJiVlTbTR'l'llM'TOl' AND LOGISTICS: 

f,. No mules 'will bEl taken into objeotive area until oleared to do 
so by the Batt"lion C0mrmnr,er. ' ' 

B. Forward Supply point will be a~ Landing Zone Faloo.n ZA 022032. 

C, EquiVment le£,t at Plei Mo will be plaoed inside the Sveoial Fo:ooes 
~amp prepared: for air "move to Lunding Z('j~eFaloon o.rX-tlAY o.n order. 

5 • COI1l!l1,ND I,m] SIGNAL I 

A, Ba ttali~nCo\lllll&n41P ~rd, t;l.~~~~~~~~i:~S~~~tt ~ell!pan;y,. 
; "~. - . . 

B. Btl ttalion ;ForWai'dddmfuaiitt' 'p~!il, \La~~i:il~; 'Zone X-RAY at Battalio.n 
Commandor's location, 

C, Battalion Rear Command Pf)stt 11-eaolilt locatio.n initially. Landing 
Zone Falcon o.n order. 
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