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Io GiNgRiLs
During this operaticn, I wae the Commanding Officer of tho 1st
Battalion, Tth Cavalry. Un 23 lovember 1965, I was ;rum.ted and turned
over the battalicvn tu my successors ' :

II. BuCKGRUUND:

‘ “ae Un 10 Novenber the hattalicn moved from the base camp at
wn khe, coordinates IR4T6476, by CV-2 to a forward airstriyp and assembly
ares south of Pleiku, coordinates 44198340. From there, ell companies
wore shuttled the same dey by UH~-1D into a search and destriy coperatiocn
in an area to the éast of Ploi Me, vicinity coordinates 642007 to 4a7606.
Wo cunducted saturation patrclling through the 12th with light contact
by only Company Ae VWe also conducted a civic acticn program supplying
medical aid and USOM fuod to licntagnard village, pojpulaticn 200,
coordinat.s 4.237073. On the 12th, the wssistant Division Coumander - i,
during a visit to the battalion, indiceted t¢ the brigade Commasd ex
that he had no c¢bjection to the latter sending a battalion intou the
Li DRuIG Valley. This we tock as ean alert and began a map study. On
13 November, the bvattalion was moved on brigade orders tu & new areva of
operations south and southwest of Plei Me. OUnce again saturation
patrolling was conducted out of company bases throughout the day with
no contact. Company B was airlifted after 1500 hours into the Brigade
CP area as_security, end fcr an immediate reection force under Brigade
oontrul. It closed into jposition by 1800 hours.

~Be 4t approximgtely 1700 hours, the Brigade Commander and
I visited the Company & Gf south of Plei Me. During the visit, the
Brigede Commander gave mo orders to execute an assamlt by helicopter
into the Iui DRLNG Valley, north of CHU LUNG Mountein early the next
- morning with e mission of ccnducting search and destroy operaticns
through the 15ths  The area of operations wes pointed out on the map
and ho informed me that we would be supported frorm L FulCUN, ccord-
inatus 41023032, by two tatteries of 105mm howitzer artillery - cne of
which would bve moved by air from PLLI M sarly on the 14th pricr ta our
essault.

G+ I returned to my CP near Plei Mej formulated a tentative
' plany issued instructions to my staff; proucured furtker details from
3d Brigede Heedguarters and the supporting heliccpter unit; and issued
e warning order to my unit commenders, staff, and supporting elements.
By 2200 hours, 13 Wovember, all preparations had been accomlished: which
were possible without an actusl air recunneissance. Arrangenents in=
cluded an early morning eirlifi of Company B back to PLEL Mss directions
to the commenders of 4 and C Companies to concentm.te their olements at
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first light in the largest pick-up zene(s) in their respective s.ctorss
and plans for & first light air reoon by all key coumanders anl staff
officers. 4 time of 0830 hours was set for iseusnce at wuy Crf of the
operation orders. .

De 4t this time, the "fighting" strength of my lettered companies
es thaey went into the operetion was s followss

NULBER Cui JiEIT0 Py OB WICN TORE
Vffices ep Officers  len
Co b 5 115 6 164
Co B 5 114 6 164 ‘
Co € 6 106 6 164
Go D 4 76 5 118
f The shortages were primarily “ue to malaria and. 408 discharges.

Haoh compeny elso ha’ 3 - 5 men at tese camp at 4n Khe as guar's, sick,
administrative retenticn, ani buse camp area development workers.
There were 8 - 10 men on R anl R pr absent going back to prepere for R and R.

III, OQPERLTIONS, Q}v 14 b V'-‘”Mt

(1) 14 November dewned bright and clear. Shortly after
first light at 0630 hours, Compeny B wos returned to battalion control
et rlei lie and began meking final preparstions for its role as the
wssault company, The Chmooks which hs! carried B Uompany back were
cummencing to wove Battery &, 18t Bgttalicn, 21st artillery to L4
FLlOOK es planned. The air veoun party had assembled and after a
brief orientation on the purpose of the recon, flight route, end items
te look fur, we took off in twu UH-1D's escorted by twe gun ships.

Toe fught ruute is shown on the atteched sketoh {Dab iYe Weo mivle one

~ 8 ot about 4500 feet ac f ew nopth past Duo Coy
5:, or‘b:l:baa(,. f:l.ve min - gowth penerally
: ; L phad to Plod le.
mendery S=-3;5 Battaliun
Bettery 4, 18t Battalion,
Bault Company)s Scout
Lrys anifl the Commanding
- Bettalion (avn Co, Tth

foicer R Lompa.ny A, 229&3%1 &ae&ult &*iu ot
bpecial Yorces, 1st Special Forees Group .

(2) During the air recum, soveral open araes were select-
ed by nembers of the recon party as poseible lending zones in and around
the L4 DRANG Valley. Upon return from the recon at about 0815 hours,
we recoived a written Frag Order from Brigsde which spécifically de-
finéd the aroa of operations. The ares is shown on the attached map
(Tab B). I thon recoived ocmments &s to the L& to be used. [hree
posgitilitiesn . ;03 5 disoussion - Li'e TabGU, X-BaY, and
VilkE (Bee Tabh B). TANGO was | rded a8 the primarvy L& for Leing
to tight, e+g. & "well" - $ype L& with vall trees arcund it, snd for
being 4o wnall » ospscity of thres %o four UH~1D's. It was agreed
that Z-RiY and ¥ ! L both provably sccommoflete eight UHE-1D's
8t ono lmﬁ*‘f”gt & oly degided on LZ a~RaY sud yrepared to issue
wy operation ordér bassd on that selestion. Conourrently L dispetched
the Cavaley Ec@uﬁ Seotion for & low=level flight wp the L DiiNG Vallaey
arce to gedi detsiled informtion on k-K.Y, YilNkis, the surrounding
torreim, and to look for glgns f cnemy notivity. The Cavelry Section
returned in epproxdmetely 40 siuutes with the information that TLNEE




was spotted with high stumps and would be difficult to use as & land~
ing zone. Tue Cavalry Section conf irmed thet &2 X-RaY¥ could take eight
to ten UH-1D)'s at one time, ilo slgns of enemy sctivity were detected
around X-RaY, and the Cavalry Section was not fired on during its low-
level recon, Several trails were picked up and their locations wers
noted. The Cavalry Section e&lso reported seeing coumo wire on a trail
north of X-RaY which led east and weste lo trails led through L4 X-RaY.
L mede my decision to land ot a-RuY with TANGO and YANKE as altetnates
to be. uged only on my order. I then isaued an oral operation order,
HRediuced to writing, it is atizched at Tab C. ¥resent to hear the order
were all my Company Commanders; the battalion staff and special stalf;
the 1lift Company Commander and bis udaison Officer to the battalion,

the Cavalry Scout Section ‘Le‘a&»erﬁ;_ Wy Battery 4y 18t Battalion, 218t
drtillery; and the 3rd Brigade §-3. ‘The Brigede Commander arrived durs -
ing tue issuance of the order and: was separately briefed shortly
thereaftor . =It;waa'thenqupor%o&~%p-am that the two artillery batteries
were in position, -and - 86t & time of 1030 hours for the gssault land-
ing with the 20 minute tube artillery Ireperation fo be timed to be
completed at H-Hour minus one minuta. ‘The 4 snd € Company Coumsnders
were then flown back %o ompanies. The B Company Conmander
returned to his unit on the Plei Me airstrip on a mecheniocal mule.

The time was approximatoly 0915 hours. 411 @ Qpossary properetions hed
either been completed or were nearing completion. WNo problems had

been raised,

B. THi INITIaL aSS4ULP:

Due to last minute positioning of the ertillery picces
caused by air movement delayg, the preparatory fires did not begin
until 1017 hours. I was in %he lead aircraft amd had & good view
of these fires. They were precisely where required, end beautifully
tied with the landing of lead elements of the assault company. Fires
were concentreted principally &rownd the Landing zong; fn the trees
and high gress; and on a finger and in & draw leading down from the
high ground torthwest of A-BAY . The @erial artillery came in on the -
hoels ¢f the tubs artillery fires and worked over the aresa for 30 seconds
expordiisg half their logds « then went into & nearby air orbit .
on dgll. The 1 batbalion gun ships took p the fires and were
immodietely ahoad 6f the UH-1D's. i same, sault Iands
ing all door gunnews fired inte the trgos o
end ran from the landing zone i tooes
likoly' enemy positions, = Iy o
Bettalion Sergeant hmjox, th
end a Vietnamese natiomsl, maa
who could sposk good Amglidly
¥lei Mo and over the Lk Pl
Ufficer, and Lisison Vi iont
Porward saty Tontreller,
for best oxecutipn of 4k
for an air OP. g thy i
contaot upon La
trees up to 100 feet

lio wperators,
: ~ & Montagnard

elley vers o
ol the

] edeival no enemy fire and made no
berrain was flat and consisted of serub
hiok elephent grass verying in hoight from
one foot to five fouby and end hille throughout the area up to vight
feot high with thio il - @laphiaht prags oh ani around then.
“long tho westors edge of 4y L4, the tress and grass were especislly
thick and wmtended off fnto the jungle on 4he foothills of the moun-
tain, ihotographe of the stes are et Jabs D ané ¥, These photos were
tekon doveral days gfter the metion ehded henoe tha arce is less
folieted than oni 14 Yoveuber when we wemt in. The 16 UH~1D's returned
to the Flei My erea to piok Up the remainder of Company B and a porg-
lon of the fext coupaty to bo.brought in - Compuny .. Thus began the
process of shuttling the Bettalion inte the area of operations. "The |
tipe of tho assault wee precisely 1048 hotirs . e
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Commender sucured the landing zone by having one of his piatoon leadw
erg dispatch his squads into differemt areas,; 50 to 100 meters off

the landing zene to recounnoiter, while he retained the balanoe of his
oompaiy concealad in a clump of tress and high grass nozr the center

of the L& ares as =an cffensive gtriking foree. 4t approximately 1120
hours, ons of the recon squads took a priscvnor. 1 immediately tock -

- my S-2 and the Vietnamese, M. Wik, an’ went to the location and quesw -
fionéd hin. He was unarmed, drassed in dirty Xheki shirt and trousers
with a serial number on one of the shirt opaulets, and cerried an empty
canteenrs Ho stated that he had saten only bananas for five days, and
that thers were throe battalions on the mountain above us who wanted
very much to kill Americans but had beeh wnedble to find them. ie
statod that he was in thoe Vorth Vietnames. iArmy. The B Compeny
Comuander was &irectad to intensify his recoiin:issarice in the arce
whare the prischer hod been tuken (heer the mountsin), and tu prepare
to assume the U Company mission of searching the lower portien of

the mountain erea with emphaala on the finger end drew t¢ the north-
west. liy cermand chopper was called in and the prisoner was teaken

buck immediately for interrogation st the Brigsdo CP. By then, 1210
hours, sufficient elements of Company & had landed (unoppused) to

take over the L security misgion from Company B. -4lso elements of

the reconnoitering platoon of b Company had made contect with

scatterod cnemy riflemen near the mountoin. The b Company Commander was
orderod to assume the € Yompany soarching misgiony to movo up ‘the
finger leading down towards X-BAY3 ani t¢ devielop the situztion. B
Compuny moved out, and I directod the commandor of . Uompany to propare
o move up into tho same Arca ¢n order when Compeny € hed arzived in
A-HuY in sufficient strongth to teke over LZ security. &t that tiue, 1230
hours we were tuking no fire in the L. 4rcund 1245 hours, lead ele=-
nments of Company b began tv engege in a fire fight of moderate in-
tensity. Shortly afterwerds at approximately 1330 hotrsy Colmanding
Officer, Cowpany P roportud thet he wag boing attacked Hosvily by at
least two cumpanies of enemy and that his right platoon was in danger
of being surreundoed wad out off from tho rest of the company by a
numerically superior foree. The fire figit became intense. xlso a
few rounds of 60 and 81 mn morter fire tegan f£alling in the Li and on
b Compmny. b Company also recgived wote rocket fire.

(2) Shortly after tho hesvy fire fight bogsn, the la.st

platovn of & Company and the Compeny Cotkizndser and loed slements of

C Company lunded. The Commaading Uffiser, ‘Company 4 was ordepred to

wove hig gonpeny up on the loft of b Cumpeny; to establish physical
contaet - with ity to protect the B Company left flank; and to sond
~cno platcon ap te b Gompany tic gesist o Company in gotting to the

b Company platoon whish was in denger of being cut off. The Command-
ing Officer, Company ¥ wag ordered tc teke up o blocking pesiticn of £
the 1-onding zone to the sowth sud southwest to prevent the Lé from
being overran from that dirgy ik &8 o glve Proteotion te 4 Company's
loft flank. I called the L=3 if the detmend phopper and $0ld him to
have my Forward 4fe Contreller Tping in air ebrikes begliuring on the
lowsr fringe of the ppumbein foottdlls and work over the mountain and
enemy approdches $c the L& freom thié west and south in that priority.
The sanc instrustions ware fo be given to the 4R4 and to the artillery.
Iriority of fires were t0 go tu five migeicts and requests from
compenies. When not fiping dn redponge te a spocific request, fires
waro tc be poured in ag directed above. The Lompany Conmiandors,

forward observers, tho forward sir ecntroller, and the artillery
Linison officor were all having difficulty gotting ccordinated as %o

the locations of the forward slements of tho companies. Thore were .

no woll-defined teorruin features tc¢ help smnd the ecrub and trees all
lookod elikg. The air wes heavy with smoks end dust. B Company hed
more problems than any other compasy sinco it had one platcon separ-
ated from tho rest of the company in the Jungle, and cculd not praecie-
goly pin point its loc: tion for purposes of oluose~in fire support. R
The glatuon wae in a goving firc-fight aseinet a foree of T5=100 anmmy. :
The feet that this plat.on was forward of B and & fompanies delayad '




delivory ¢f effegtive fircs in support of these twe compinies.

fiowever, using the technique cf "welki.g' fires down the mountain

from the south and west, fires wers placed whero they guve

some help to theso two cumpenics =~ espocially Company 4 1 spucifically
defined sevaral draws loading duwn frou the mcuntein, and wented fires
placed on enowy mortar positicns sightod or suspected out tov 81 mm
morter ranges Two air strikes were also brought in on the valley

floor te the northwest on and noear tho location of the suspected

enony. battalion reported hy higher hesdguarters the previous day.

4t this point, the nust oritical period of the aftornooh begen.

(3) The 4 Company Commander sent up or@pletion to B
Company es dirscted. UThis platoun headed out, become cngaged, and
ended up on the right of B Company rather than the left. This was
o nfusing to both the i C mpany Commander and myself wntil lator
in the. afterncon when the léecativn of this platoon beosme scrted
~out. Tho b Company Commsnder jushed out in mn effort to resch his
platoon which by that tiwo had beon gemplotely surrounded. b Conpany
(=) plus the & Cempany plation was able to got to within 75 moters
¢f the cut-uff platoon but dculd gat no furthor. The .. Company plat-
oon nmede it closer than any other element. B Compeny was takingmod-
erateo ecasusltios. Concurrently as Company & (- ) was heading up to-
wards the loft and rearmcst vlemonts of B Gumpany, it made heavy ‘
contect with s large forge of at least one PuVE Company which was
driving in end along e dry creek bed parsllel to the western edgo of
tho 14, These enemy werc hoadod directly towards the left rear of
Company B. & very heavy fire fight iumedistely broke out. 4 Come
peny was taking light casurlties, ani oxtracting & hoavy toll from
the eneny. vno of tue « Compeny platoons was in such & position thet
it was able to bring close~in flenking fire on 50 -~ 70 YuVN as they
ccntinued moving across their front. Many of thom wore killed, as
whon the leed few wors droppod, tho remainder kept coming right into
the field of fire. 4 Company took two prisvners who were later ov:c-
uated to Brigeda.

(4) Just as the 4 Company fire fight broke out, the last
olemwents of € Cumpany and the lesd olements of D Company landed. .8
they landed, the holdcoptors t..ok numoxrvus hits but none were shot down.
The € Company Commander directed his elonente into poeition alung side
his other cloments which had lunded previeusly. Within five ninutes,
e forco of 175 - 200 enmeny, hoeded for the 1%, ran honodléng into C
Company» C Company held then off, killing nuherous of them in the
procesa as thay continuod trying %o get t¢ the landing zone. ne
prischnor wee takon and evacuatod. The ¢ Company action continued for
approxitately 14 hours until the onomy, disorganized and deciuated,
pulled off undor heavy friondly artlllory and air fires, drasgging many
of his dosd and wounded.

65) Concurrent with all of the above, as the first
elenonts of D Company lendad (with the last olemonts of C Company),
they immediataly becanms engagmd in the fire fight near i Company.

Une of the £ Cumpaty Commander's radio operators wes KL in the lift
Company Cormanders helisopter beford ho aeuld dismount end the door
gunner and ona pilot were wounded. I sbopped the other eight UH-1D's
frou landing by redio. The V Company olemionts cunsisted of the command
group, part of the mortar platoon and the antitank platoun. The D
Company Commander led them towards the suund of the hoevy firing in -
the & Company area. They made it to tha stresm-bed areaj iumsdiately
engagad 25 - 30 PiVL hoaded dowh tho stream-bed and killed most of
thom. 4 Company elements killed tho rost. During this fight, the
D Conpany Commandor and lMortar Flatoon Lesder wers sericusly woundod
but oontinued to fire tholr rifles personally killing geveral PuVi.
4ftor the enormy wore stoppod, the D Cumpany Cormander altorn:tvly lost
congcicusnoss and ceme to. He turned ovor the coumand of the company
to tho intitank Platoon Sergosnt, e Staff Sergeant, H-6. Dispositions
of unite et that timo are shiwn at Tab F. The Comannding Uffiaers.
Company medo physical contact with tuis Htaff Sopgecnt and with ﬁv
,_approvol direotad the D Company oloments to tho left of C Company
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tying in tightly erowd the southesstern edge of the L& off in the brush.

(6) By then we.were teking numerous casualties throughout
the battalion, and it was apparent that we were fighting 500 - 600 snomy.
Thesu woro only the ones we were in contect with and I figured others
wora hoaded our way. I roquested the Lrigrde Commsnder to send mo another
rifle oompany. e immedistely approved this reguest. In fact 1 loter
lecrned that ho had already alertod L Company, 2d battalion, Tth Cavalry
and was assombling it at piok~up zonos.

(7) During this fire fight, the Cavalry Boout Section was
given specific aroes to rooonnoiter. Thoy ooncentrated on routes ofgmee
Eegresa down the mountain to tho northwest and southwest, and salso
approaohies from tho north and northwest on the vellay floor. Ths
Cavalry reported rosults to me on my command not. 4t thie tima,
approximately 1500 hours, I decided that it was noecessary to continue
t0 land tho remainder of tho taotical oloments of the battalion oone
. 8isting of the reoon platoon, 3 Uil loads of ¢ Company mon, and
the X0 and 18t Sorgeant of L Compnnys. &lthough the eastorn portion of
the landing zone was under enony fire it had dlacked off considersbly
dueo to the U and U Conprny actions. Those elenionts landed safely. I
turned U Comp: ny ovor 1o the Company X0 end directed him to dispeso
the rocon platoon around the north and e:st fringe of the L4 for L&
socurity and as battalion reserve, Tho C Company Coumander had pro=
viously, with my approvel, set up all rifle company mortars on the
oastorn fringo of the Lu. Thoe U Company Commander was dirocted to
0dd his mortars to thom and take over their control from a centrrl
FDC. ¥rincipel direction of fire wes toward 4 and b Companies.
The mortarmen also had the mission of L4 defense to their omst. all
went quickly into position.

D, Tia 2D LT CK TO RELCH. My SURROUNDRD 20 FlulOul CulwslY Bs

(1) Tho timo wes now approxiumatoly 1545 hours and the
disposition of the opposing forcos was as shown at wab 4. The first
attonpt by Companios 4 ond b to recch the cut-off platoon had bsen
stoppod by approxiuwtely 300 oneny. We wore taking moderate casualties
ospooially among leadors anc rediocien. Lhese eneny were aggfassiVe and.
they came off the mountain in large groups. They were well-camouflaged
and took excellent advantagse of cover and conoceslment. They were good
shots. Thoy were srmed with numerous zutonatic weapons and small
"potuto~reshor grenades. &ven aftor being hit soveral times in tis
chost, Lany continued firing und Lioving for several noro steps before
dropping dead. 4 orderod Vompaniss « and & %o ovaocuate tiwir cesusnlties;
withdrew undor ocovering firuns out of close contaots and prepared for a
coordinated attack supported by heavy proporatory fires to get back the

. Burrounded platoon. lwanwhile Company C was oontinuing to hold off the
enetly to thoir front with tho holp of some magnificent artillory and
close alr support. Tho battalion S-2 was wounded =nd later shot again
and killed during this enowy attack. The surrounded platoon of b
Coupuny stood off numorous PiVii efforts to ovorrun it. Uarrying their
‘dead, thoir woundod, and thoir oquipment tho men of tho platoon ostabe
lighoe & small 25 woter wide poriieter on a slight rise of groudd and
redigtributed their ammunition under houvy onewmy fire.

(2) 4t approxiuatoly 1620 hours, tho second attack by
Comprnies & and B to reach the surrounded platoon began. This attack.
wag proooded by artillory and ik preparatory fires. between tho firat
and socond attaoks and despito heavy fires from artillery and air, the
enery had moved well up towards & and B Uompunies. Sowe were. in trees.
None fell back. For friendly %o advanco, the cnemy had to be: killed.
This was difficult becauso thoy wero well-camouflegod and ugad, Akl -
monns of cover and conoealment. lweny had dug into small spidow'holoa,
othors were dug into the tops aud sides of the snt~-hills. Ly %hat
tiue, Company & had lost sll throee riflo platoon lewdors = 0BG hdi an
its artillery forwurd observer hl.., Four mon had besn shot.
within six feet of tho Coupany Cormander, including hie oow"
who wag. aoting as a redio operstors CUonpany B eoholonod slightl
_aheuﬂ s to the right of Company ., progressed only 75 ~ 100 mﬂbwrs
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wuch of it pnid for in closo-in fightings I had given 4 Conpeny

back his platoon which had been assisting ¥ Conpany. Neverthcless

« Company could only progross about. 150 motarse. Yno platoon of i
Company advencad farthor tiamn thwo other twoj beeamo énguged with a
greatly suporior force; and was pinned down. &eme of the onocuy per-
nitted the friendly to pess by them in the denso torrain and then
openud up from concealed positions. White phosphorous ertillery was
brought in around tho platoon and betweon the platoon and . Uompany (=)
to give support to an « Company move forward to get it. Tho burning
phosphorous ceused o teuporary lull in the aneny firing and that plus
the smoko, ohablod the platoon and their desd and wounded to be rezched
and brought back. 4L 200 -« 225 enomy forco was still in the area fights
ing againat Companios a and B. by 1740 hours, I decided that it was
necessary to pull 4 and B Conpanies, under cover of hesvy supporting .
firas, back to thu frings of the landing zone and sot up a tight
defunsive porimeter for the night. Wo wero still in good ocenrmn-
ications with the surrounded platoon and it was ringed with close~in
artillery defansive fire. Uy intentions were %o conduct another coord-
inated wttack during the night or ourly the noxt morning to reach it or
to got them out during the night by infiltration. Both . end B Companies
had numerous Wlu and Kl t. get out of tho arwa of contact; reorgone
ization of tho squads and platoons had to be accomplished; rosupply

of armw sandt water had to bo carried out; and ell units of the batitalion
heel t¢ be tied in and disposed for the night. O Company had taken n
heavy toll of tho eneuy throughout the afternoon. C Coupany had taken
& fow cosuelties but was in good shupo and tho enomy, although still

in oontnot, had consed his attdacks on the ocvmpany. Company D had gune
into position. o Compony, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry was landed in two
to four Uli~1D loads at a time from 1705 to 1800 hours. 4s they landed
I built tien into a reservo foraes prepared to counter-attack any peng-
tration of C Company or for ootinitnont in the 4, B Coupany ares of gone
taot. This was not nocossary.

(3) The withdrewsl of 4 and B Companios was conductod
sucossafully; White phosphorous, fired by ertillery, was again used
to ovver the withdrawal. Tho burning phosphorous scomed to disorganize
tho eneuy moke then Hi and the swoke greutly assited ua by its saresne
ing offegtg. By 1900 hours, the organization of tho perimotor was
completed; unite were tying in for the night gnd defensive artillery
end mortar fires wore boing registerod. I attached ome plotoon of
Conpany B, 24 Battelion, Tih Covalry to U Coupshy as ¢ Conpany hed a
wider seator to defend. The rooon plat.on wes placed in battalion
resorve. Dispositions wete as shown at Pob .

, (1) Wwhilg all of the above described sctions were in pro-
gross, muuoroug othor activities were guing on. w« wajor probleow was

care and gvmountion of tho wounded. serly in tha afterngon, the battele

ion surgeun, medical supplics and four aid station parsonnel wore hroughb.

in. Thoy arrived arountt 1400 hours and undsr hesvy fira trested the wounded

in my CF¥ grea. 1 did ngt call in +wod svao holicoptors oo froquontly

bacouso nest of the afterncon the landing zone wae under fire. 4t about

1330 hours n small two~chopper opoh aveo was seleoted in tho northeastorn

portion of X-Ru¥, as 1y #upply and evacustion link tu tho rear. This

wo had to defend at all ocosts. Whis ares is shown at Tab @. 4 requested

the holicopter lift company commander t: ovacuate tho wounded, bring in

supplics, and act up o systei whereby every heliooptor ccring to X-RaY

with trvops, with supplies, or for wounded would eall me for lending

instruotions. This aystom worked very well; throughout the afterncon

and oarly ovening, numorous Uh-1D's wero brought in - cach from a

specific direction at a prescribed  altitudo to land at a spocific place

and go out on a proseribed heading. I have tho highast admiration, _

predse and ruspoct for the outstanding prcfoessionalisr and courage of

the Us-1d pilote and crews who ran a gsuntlet of enoy fire tine after .

ey

timo to holp us. They never refused tc como inj they fullowed instow
- lons bemutifulily; they were great. We in turn called them in when

T .- 4 A‘.'- -



fire was the lightest and tried to have everything roady for each land=-
ing to keop ther: on the ground a minimum time. Lohe were shot down

and destroyed although most of thew tuck hits. Yw, aircraft were brought
in which di@ not got out. Une received enery fire in the ongine end
had to lend in an opon eros just off the northern portion of tho Li:
tho ther elipped a faw trec tops with the uain rutor on landing in the
1% and had to bo loft. Crews of both sireraft wore irmediatoly lifted
out Ly other holicupters. Both duwnod holicopters wore inmodiately
securcd by olements of Company D without orders per battalicn SUP -
thoy being tho nearest troops. both were slightly damaged conly and -
wore slung out two days later by CHe-47 Chincoks. During the three

day battle, thosc worce tho only two downoed holicoptors. Ly 1530 hours,
it had bocoume cpparent thet we would noed g night landing cepability -
that £ ncuded a pathfinder toanm to assist mo c¢n tho ground. L eallod
tho & Conpany, 229th 1lift compeny commsnder with a requost for pathe
finders and wes gratified t¢ loarn that ho had anticipated the rogquire-
nont. They aerrived shortly thereaftor und with enginoor demolitionists
claared the 4 into o fairly safo two-chopper landing area snd set up
lights to bo turned on if neooessery for night landings. «lthough under
onery obsorvation and firoey it was less wvulnorable than the scuthern
portion cf X-iY where wo werc still cloening out onomy riflemen.

(2) by dark, at 1915 hours, & resupply of ammo, rations,
water and modical supplies had been brought ine. Uexdrene, morphing,
and bandages were the medicel supplies most noeded end wator was ot a
preniun. 4t approximately 1850 hours, 1 rodiced wy v-3 and told him -
to prepare to come in as scon as possible using two UH-10's and to
bring in tho ertiilery lieiscn officer, Fil, two radio .perators and
nore water and small erws amme. Thoy lended ot 2128 hours. Tho dust
and snoke which hung like a horizontal ourtaedin over lho anhLiro araon
. dolayod thoir arrival and made tho landing vory difficult but cnce again,
the 229th pillots perfurmed with groat courage and professionalisme

V. ACVIVLIITaS pURLNG rdy HIGHT OF 14 NOVuhbrR:

L e

As By darknoss, 1915 hours, we had evecuated all our woundod
~nd collueted cur dead in ry CF erce. wno and wator was bolng ¢is-
tributed; the landing zone ares wes in tho final stiogos of jreparation
for night lendingsj mortar and artillery fires were boing rogistured
closo around thoe perimutery a small light proof werking aree had beon
censtructeod out of onchos for the nmodicss and tho chain of ourmand
hed been reorgenized. 1 talked with peny of thd fon and could see that
the morale was high. We kngw wo wore facing e tough enemy but we alsc
knew the cnony with a groatly superior forco hed failed to got through
us that afterncon. Ve were in exocllont shape as we completed tying dn
our porimneter. Tho cut-off platoon of B Company was in good morels ond
was holding its position. '

Bs During tho night the enewy wade several light probes
furward of & and » Company, and of C Company near whore it tied in
with o Company, 4rtillory hexcesing anc interdiction fires were brought
down on thae lower fingers wné drews of the mountein, around the
soutiiorn and westorn odgee of the perimeter; and up on the slopes whore
four or five oleotrio lights wore obeerved. Ve received six or saven
rounds of higlh ex.loaive fire, either mortar or roeckets.

Cse The surrovunded platocn of b Company on a finger of the moune
tain 300 noters northwast of the battolion porivoter was jrotectoed by
glose-in artiilery fires all night. The onoeny could be heurd all darcund
the platvon. wrtillery fire was brought in on these arens and tho shouts
and screans told of good results. The platcon bogan and ended the night
with 8 KIi, 12 Wla and 7 wen not wounded, It wes disposed in two soparate
locations within their smsll porimeter. The platuon leader, platuon.
sorgeant end woapons squad lender were aucng the Kli. The ren who onded
up on the radic wis o Sorgeont u-5 squad leader. Ueo could noct get to .
the ranking man (a btet'f Sergoant rifle squad loader), sinog any move he .
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nede drew immediete onory »ifle firo. He wes the comme and leadorship
link to his Company Coumander. Throughout the night he adjusted cluse~-in
artillory fire on the ¢neny surrowding him as he heard thew moving and
talking. Throe separate attacks were made during the night Yy the creny-
cach in ebout 50 man strongth. 411 wors bonten off by small arws and
artillory fire. Savorsl of the wounded men of the platoon continued to
fight. The secund attack, at approximately 0345 hours was preceded by
bugle calls around the platvon ond up on the mountain 200-400 meters
above the platoon. I rojuosted snd raceived & ik 4ir strike in the
aras above tho platoen. It was conducted under sir Force flarcship
3lluninetion. Lt was right on target and grestly assisted in breuking
up the second attack on the surrounded plaetoon. This was the cnly
illumination used all night sinoco it exposed the men in the surrcunded
platcon as woell as the foxholes in the open areas of the batualion
porineters 4lso, thore was a fairly bright moon from 2315 onwards. When
day~light broke, numerous onemy doad were seoh around the surrcunded -
platoon. These were only the de:d who occuld be seon by the mon as thoy
ley prene in their posifions. Uthor bodies were pogsihly conceanleld by
the high gross which dottod the arean: During the night, tho mon of the
platuon sew ant heard the enavy dragging off many dead and wounded.

D. First light o:me at 0630 hours. 1 had tentetively decided
on wy plan of ettsck to reasgh the surrvunded platcon whilo simultaneously
soouring the perimeter, I direoted ny i, B, and ¢ donmpany Conmanders
to meet mo &t the U Company CFP fo finalizo tho plan and to receive my
orders sinoo that was tho best point of vantage. Tho timo was spprox-
inately 0640 hours. I also dircotod each company t0 chook avcound their
positions carefully for infiltretors and snipors.

Ve o BNELY LITCES QF 15 NOVEEE:

A, 4t approximetely 065Q hours tha reocn plemente of the 18t
and 24 platouns of ¢ Cumpany (the two loft plotouns) which were search-
ing and soreening spproximately 100 - 200 meters forwerd of their
positions began recciving rifle fire from their front and left frount.
Thay returned the firo snd began pulling back to their defonsive pos--
itions. 4t this tire, they were attacked by a foroo of 2 - 3 Companios.
The enory wes well-camouflageds oroushing lows snd in some ceses orawling
on hands and knees. The rooun parties frum the two platoen positions
right of the oonpany CP encountered no eneny byt pulled book immodiastely
to their defonsive pogiticns. «i dntense small arns fire fight broke
oute Tho weight of the eneuy attsok was direoted at the left portion
of tho C Company swmetor. The recen partics of the 1st and 24 platcons
began teking casuclties including some hIL as theoy pulled back. Uther
mon wora hit trying tu get tuv thom. Sosio were rocovoraed; however, by
then ~ 0730 hours the enemy had movaed almost to the porimeter foxholes
despite taking sevore losses from artillery, mortar, and closa air.

- Savage olosu-range fighting weht on for the next two hours in the C
Company sector - priuarily in the left three platecn areas and forwerd
of tue Company OP. Thare wea considerable band«tc-hand fighting. Ffor
oxample, the 18t plagtoon lender wes found later KL with five dead FPiVN
ercund him 34 end nosr his CF Foxholo. One fingh was found KL. with his
hands at the throat of a doad #VN, Funerous ensuy bodiss were .found
interringled with the killed ahd wounded of © Uorpeny. at approxingtcly
0715 hours, the eheny attacked tho L Company seotor near where the
morturs wore empladed, This put the porineter wnder attack from two
directions. Jartillepry, 4eriel Rocket sptillepy, and TUC iir were
called in and their fires were acourate snd extremely offective. 4Ra
and TiC uir was also used to ring the perimeter with fires. FPriority

of ell fires was given to C Company. The artillery Fu with ¢ Conpany
wag pinned down by rifle fire in tho occwpany UF erss. hence tho ertille
ory was adjusted by uy artillery liaison ufficer frcm y CP. Thore was
good obsoervaticn,

‘Be 4t appreximately 0715 hours, the Comrmnding Ufficer, C
Oorpany requostod reinfurcements. I tcok a platvon from Company « Wit




being tha closest tu ¢ Company) and dispatched i1t for the C Company

CP aroee It came under fire while wmoving over the open ground, lost

2 hli and WR4, but mado it to the right center of the C Company sector.
«t about 0745 hours, the A Compeny sootor wos attacked by what was

loter detoruminod to be u small furge. Wo Wére now being attrcked from
three differont direotions with firipg of equal intonsity in all three
aroass Urazing fire from onomy sunll arue and sutcuntic woapons was
criss~crouesing the intorior of the perimoter into the landing =zone,
battalion OF erce end ald station. Twolve tu fiftebn Hi explusions

of oither enemy morter or rooket fire oooured in tho Perimeter. Several
mon wors woundad in and noar the CF by sumall arms firo. vne was kla.

I alerted ny reserve four probeble commitmont in the C Compeny ares or

D Company Soctor «~ both of wuich contingoncies we had planned for the

. night befure. I radived the trigede cummander, informed him of the
eituation, and in view of tho losses being sustained by € Company and
thy heavy atteck, 1 requested an additionsl reinforeing ecrpeny. dHe
hed alreudy slerted Compeny &, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry tho previous
night and agsemblod it with helidoptors ready for moveuent. My ro-
quest was approved but i did not briag the company in at that tireo due
 to heavy firo in the Li. bSee Tab I for dispusitions of opposing forcos.

Ce The heavy fire fight contirued only in the U énd U Conpsny
Yectors. wb cno tive, epproxiustely 0800 hours, the anti~tank platoon
was heavily engngod and the Li was severely throatened. The mortersen
wery firing both tholr mortars and their rifles end teking hosvy. small
arng fire. Une mortar was hit and put out of action by eneuy fire.
L conritted 1y resorve, tho Reocon Platcon, which moved into the left
¢f tho C Company sootor; headed towards U Company snd clséaned it out.
Ti.oy joined up with tho rest of U Coumpany and from then on throughcout
the rest ¢f the attack, that porticn of the porimetor wso under ocntrol.
This permitted me tu take tho wrisk of ccemmencing to bring in .. Cowpany,
24 Dbattalion, Tth Cavelry. although the Lis was under fire, it was roduced
somewhat. I needed 4 Uonpany, 24 Dattalion, Tth Cavalry in,sc that I
ovuld reinforce or pessibly ccunterattack cr block in or behind the
C Coupany seotor. I ordered tho ociwaander, b Cumynny, 2d Huttallun,
Tth Unvalry to pull one additionsl rifle plato.n plus his command group
off his linesy turn the scotor over to.his romaining platceons asashble
the Company (~-) dispersed near ny CP; and prepare, on order, tc¢ reinforoce,
block, cor counterattack in the U Compeny seotor which was 125 noeters to
tho east of the CF or seoond, in any othor avws. By then, two ufficers
of C Company had boon killed and three wounded. Howaever, tho company
ooumender although shot in tho ohodt snd back continued to funotion;
help tu control his compenys; and give me reports for nearly three hours.
The nen of C Compeny stuod their grownd. Gne man of Company D who wound
up in tho C Company sector was the only scldier loft cuvering 50 meters.
Ho personslly shot 10 = 15 eneny with his 116 rifle firing from the
fneeling position. The company redio operator picked off 15 -~ 20 from
. tho ovupany Cr foxhole. Tho conpany ocumander killed several befure
ho wes wounded. The onewy fire wes so heevy that movenent towards or
within the seotor resulted in more friondly casualties. 4t was during
tide action at 0755 hours that 2ll platoon positicns threw a colored
smoke grenade on ny order to define vieuslly for Tul adr, wilw, and
artillery air observars tihe periphery- of tho perimetar. &1l fire suppor‘b
was brought in extyemely olvse., Somo fpdendly artillory fell inside
tho porimeter, and twe osis of na@mlm wWBTe ﬂslivered in my UY area
wounding two mon And sevbing off some W16 smo. This wo nccoptod as
abnorral, but not unoxpedted duo to the emérganoy nood fur unusually
oluso-in fire support (50-100 wetezs). U Compeny, with ettochments,
fought the nameive eneny forow for ovor two hourd. at approxinntely
0910 hours, elements of 4 Conpany, 24 Battalivh, Tth Cavalry begnn
landings 1 briefed the Cormanding Ufficer, & Company, 2d Battalion,
Tth Cavalry on the situation and sew t. it thet ho was orientod by the
Coumanding Ufficer, B Cimpany, 24 battalion, Tth Cavalry on tho sector
ho was to go into. 1 thon ordered the Commanding Officer, Uunmpany B,
24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry to move with his cormand group and the one
platcon to tho U Coupany sectur, assww cuntrol cwer the romaind@ i
C Compony end rosponsibility for the defunse of the gector.
- out ot 0941 hours. MG romaining platoon of B Cortpany, 24 B




- -

Tth Cavelry followod shortly nfter when it was relieved on the perimetur
by « Company, 24 Battelicn, Tth Cavalry« whon the 3rd platvon of &
Ovmpany, 2& Battalion, Tth Cov lry dismounted frow the choppers, it
hended towards the C Company, 48t battalion, Tth Cavalry fire fight and
assombled behind their left platoon. I attached it to B Company, 24
Battalion, Tth Cavalry ant it fought with thet conpany throughout the
noxt two doys. By 1000 hours the snemy ctteck had been defesnteds. ©
Company had hold. The cheuy never penctratad through their positione
4t epproximetoly 1330 hours all companioes on the perimeter screcnod
cut for 300 wetere and policed thu battlefield. -Dead FuVN, PuVh body
frognents, end PuVli wespons and agquipment weroe littorod inm profusion
around the odge and forwerl of ‘the porimaters Huwmerous. hody. fraguents
wore sogn. There was maseive ovidonoce esgv bleody trails; bandeges,
ok ot many othor Puli baing dpegyed away from the arva. Some of the
onory desd wore found stasckod bohlnd enthills. artillery and Tl sir
was placod on all weoded aross ngexby into which trails disappoarcd. .
Munerous enexy woapons were cglleotod aleng with cthor armavent. UTwo
prisoners wero tnkdh end ovacunteds Friondly desd and wounded were
also gellegtads Sone friendiy wers killed and wotnded in this screen~
ing. U Uompany, 1e% Luttalion, Tth Cavalry was than positioned ns

the battalion roserve in the centor of the porimeter and » Conpany,

2d Battalicn, Tth Cpvalry was in position in the former b Conpeny,

24 Battalion, Tth Cuvalry sootoer.

s Lete in tho aftornoon of 14 Wovember, the Hrigade Commander
had moved tha 24 Battalicon, 5th Cawalry, into L2 Vieotor. 4t appreeximatoly
0800 hours it headed, on foot, for Ld X-i. Sec Tab J fur routes used.
4t 1205 hours, it cloged into A-RaY. Tho Coumanding Officor, 2d Battalion,
5th Cavelry and 1 cocrdineted on the dispositicn of forces. It was agroed
that his &« and b Companies which worce south and wost of L4 X~RiY on the
lower slopos of the mountein hesdod northwest plus b Cumpany, 18t Battalion,
Tth Cavilry would condust o cocopdinated attack bohind artillery, iR.,

TuC aly propadation to delieve ths surrcunded platvon. The route of
attack was as ghown et Teb e It was sgreed that I would assume «por-
etictnd guptrel of Company B, 24 Battalion, 5th Cavelry and be in overall
contrel of 51l unite at b AeRAY lus wmsyunsibility fur its defense. B
Coupany, 24& Battalion, Bt &avﬁlry fpved Forward of Vompany, 18t Bettalion,
Tth Cavalry on the petinetor. «il 24 Bettalion, 5th Cavalry mortars wont
into poeition and poegistepod. B Oolipaiiy, 19t battalion, Tth Covalry (minue
the merter plaxoon) wise. atidod te Gﬂmﬁﬂﬂyy 18t Battelicn, Tth Cavalry
- in rpgoerva. The atﬁmmk.hy o and ¢ Uompapdos of the 24 bettalion, Sth
Gavalry and B Conpany, st Batt&limn, Tth Gavalry wnder ocontrcl of
Commending Ufficer, 2d B&ttalion, Bth Cay: lry jumpod off at 4315 hours.
Thorc wes littlo anoiy resistahca. b Coupany, 1st dattalion, Tth Covalry
- reachod tho -surrcunded platsofi at 1510 howrs.. . 4% the location there wete.
8 kL., 12 Wii and 7 unwotkide®s Tho platcon 411l hed gafime Loft nnd worn
in guoud merales The wounded wers ovacusted apd all units disposed and
dug in for the niaht. 'E,'wh'iﬁiéhﬁ were as showh at Tab b masinitions
water, ond 2etlogs vero hbwi) .;_is A A giimm’bwm Dhp dsad wore all
ovaduLliod i .
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B, 4t apprexivetely 0400 hours, the onory bogan probing the
B Company, 24 battalion, Tth Cev:lry scetors «t 0422 hours o foroe of
250 ~ 300 enomy atitackoed b Cempanyy 2d Battalion, Tth Lavalry in tha
18t Battalion, Tth Cavalry scotor, Tho route of attack was from the
southeast as shown at Tab l. Flareship illumination was czllo@ for and
continuous until 0545 hours. The attack was boaton off by small srms
and artillery fires. 4t 0431 hours ancther sttack by 200 snemy ocwe in
cn B Uompeny, 24 Battelion, Tth Cavalry. dach tiuwe a flare would light
up, the enery would hit the grouwnd or fzll back into the cover and coun=
coealient offercd by the high grass and trous. Tho artillery took a
heavy toll. Thore werce four batteries firing., The E.VN could be seen
dregging off numercus bodies. By 0503 hours, the weight of his attuck
hatd shifted more to tho scuthwest with approximetely 100 enemy attacking.
This was repulsed by 0535 hours, 4t 0550 hours, the flareship ran out
of flares. Jirtillery illumincticn wes then cmpleoyed. The mortars of
botih battalicng had beon firing Hs sinoce the attaok began. Lorter
illuminetion wes then permitted. 4Lt 0627 hours, ancther attack cane
directly towarde the CP. at 0641 hours the éneny had boen beaten
off end was dregeing off bodies under fira. U Gompany, 2d Bettalion,
Tth Chvalry had performed magnlflcently, and had suffered only 6 lightly
woundod. LDuring the atteck, two separate resupply runs of muw wers
made by the Heeun Platoon, 1st pattalion, 7th Ugvalry under fire and one
by the 10 and radic operators of B Uompany, 20 Battalicn, Tth Cavalry.

Co aut 0641 hours, orders were given four all men on the perimeter
to s1mny the trecs and the anthills and bushes fourward snd ovor their
positions at 0655 hours for two minutes to kill infiltretors, snipers, eotc.
Tmmetiietely upon firing, a forco of 30 - 50 PuVW exposcd thewselves 150
moters forward of Conpany 4, 24 Bettion, Tth Cavalry and begen firing
their weapons. &pparently the "uad minute" froe spraying, prematurely
triggerod a possible enomy attack. HE and VI artillery was brought in
and the attuck wes besten off in twenty minutes. The tactic of spray
firing acccunsed for 6 FuVN dend. Unc hitng fr.m a tree forward of the
loft platoon of B Uompany, 24 battalion, Tth Cgvalry. dnother dreoppoed
out of a tree immodiately forward cf the B Compeny CP. Yne 1.VL was
killed ebout one hour later attempting to climb down a tree and cscapo.
Iy compeny ccrmenders rcported to mo that the men likod this spraying.

In edcition to killing oneny, apprarently it affords & roclease of tone
sion built up through the night, and clears any doubts as t¢ enciy
nearbye &t 0716 hours, a cautious and delibarate swoep was nade by
Company C, 1et battalion, 7th Cavalry and the Recon pletoon, 1st
Battalion, Tth C_velry throughout the interior and fringes of the L,

I ordered this conﬁuctod on hande eantd knece t¢ search fur friendly
casualties and PLVN infiltrators in the high clephant grass. Theo trees
were algo searched. There were negative results. ’ :

. D, 4t 0810 hours, all units on tha perlmeter wore ordered to

- coordinato with their flank wiits, =g prapare to move out on a bearch
and clear swesp 500 meteds oonmonding tn erder. Tho movomwnt began at
0955 hours, however, afftar rieving 50 « 75 neters I Company, 24 battalion,
Tth Cpvalry oamo under fire. .Une-“latoon Leader wes seriously wounded.
411 novouent was stoppeds B Yomp 24 Battalion, 7th Cavalry pulled
back t. tho perimetor foxholed and tlosd=-in artiliery and TuC uir wes
calleod in. Wo then noved batk wuts elilinsted all resistance and policed
the erors 27 more PLVN weire killed oh this swsop, wmneny desd were ly=-
ing throughout the ares. I saw usssive evidance of dead and wounded evec-
uation == blood, body freghenta, bloody garments, etc. We alst brought
in throe friendly Kl.. Numarcus oneiy wospons wora collected. lany were
scen which had boon freguented by fire.

B. 4t approximately 0930 hours, the first clomonts of the
2d Bettalion, Tta Cavalry (=) bogan arriving at X-RuY. They closed at
- approximately 1200 hourss wt 1040 hours, the Brigade Commander :rdersd -
me tu move tho battalion; Cempany b, 24 Battalion, Tth Cuvalry; and the
3d Piatoon, i Uompany, 24 Battelion, Tth Covilry by Us-1D to FulCON Lis.
then to Camp Hollowoy ot Ploiku for two days of rost and rooréﬂnlmaﬁ 13!
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He ordered me to reli my elemsnts on line with eleme of the 24
Battalion, 7th Cavelry and the 2d Battalion, Sth Cavaelry, This I did.

. However before moving B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry, I had them
conduct one fingl lateral sweep across their fromt out to 150 meters.
This wee the soene of extremely heavy action and I wanted the battlefield
thoroughly pgliced. The extraction by UH-1D was completely guccessful,
and was covered throughout by artillery and TAQ Adir delivered sround
X~-RAY, on the flight routes in and out, and on the slopes of the mountain.
There was no enemy fire at any time during the extraction., The choppers
were not brought in until aircraft-loads were spotted on the LZ. Hence
the UH-1Ds were only on the ground a few scconds. Concurrently with
troop extraction, excess supplies, eneny weapons, cagualty gear and
weapons, and casualties were evacuated. BEnemy hand grenades, ammo,
‘anti-tank woapons, etc werc placed in a large hole and arrangsments
werc made with CO, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry for demolitien by his
engineer teamss Many other enemy weapons had previously been destroyed
elsewhere in the battle area. By 1456 hours all clements of the
1st Battalion, Tth Cavelry; B Company, 2d Battalion, Tth Cavalry and
the 3d Platoon, 4 Company, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry had been extracted
from X-RAY bound for LZ Falcon. By 1830 hours all elements had left
Lz FALCON by air and closed into Camp Holloway, vicinity ofPleiku.

VI, LNEMY, FRIZNDLY CASUALTIRS, CAPTURED :
EgUIPMEﬁT
Ao ENEMY:
Killed, body count - 634
Tilled, wounded (Est) - 1215

Captured, svacuated ~ 6

B. FRIENDLY {INCLUDES ATTACHED UNITS):

Killed - 79
Wounded - 121
Missing - None

C. CAPIURED ENEMY BQUIPMENT, BVACUATED s

Assault carbines w/bayonct - 54
Adsgsault rifles, gutomatic ~ 57
Automatic Rifles - 17

Hoavy Machine Guns - 4
Antitank Rocket Launchers - 5
Pigtols - 2 L

81/82 mn Mortar Tubeos -2
Medice Kits - 6

D. ENEMY EQUIPMENT DISTRUYED T QBJECTIVE AREA:

Crew-served and individusl weapons - 75-100 (approx)
Antitank Rockets - 3 cases of 3 rounds each '

Band Grenades = 300-400 (approx) . .
dssorted emall arms, AW ammunition - 5000-7000 rounds {est
Entrenching tools - 100-150 (small shovel type) :

IX. COMMENT:

A. The following items concerning the engmy and general battle-
field techniques are considered worthy of mention. Most represent
nothing new and are listed for emphesis as being particulariy applicable
to the PAVN enemy. ' ' o

e

B. FIRE SUFPORT:

(1) Fire support to be truly effective must bo close-in,
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Lgednpt heavy attecks such s the vnes we defonded ngalnst, S0TIe anewuy
will get very clvsc or even intermingled with friendly in the high
grass. bringing firoes in pronptly, "walking then in" extremely close
helped us greatly. Ths comnander ocnnot wait until he knows oxactly
where all his men are. 1f he doss, in & heavy action, he will get
more men killed by waiting than if Ho sterts shooting immediately.
Unoe the onewmy gets as cluse ae 25 meters vut or interminglod then ho
has tho friendly fighting ¢n his torms, with thuse who have nsde it
thit cluses Closo fire support then oen be used to cut off his
follow-up units, and they will ba theres 5o is ruch more afrsid of
napaln and white phosphor.us then HE. oo hite tho dirt under Hu
fire, Under napslm and WP, he ofton gots up and runs srcund in dige-
order, and presants a better target for smull arns, VI, and Hi.

The 250 pound frag bumb and the CBU's are very effcotive.

(2) uhon & unit gote intc en objectivo area, as socn as
possible after landing, artillezry fires should be brought in. ‘Whis
will maybe kill scme RVN noarby and oertainly will out down biue on
target whoen o fire mission on known cnery is called for.

(3) «orial rucket artiliery is eoxtrenoly effuctive espeoially
if the pilots know the exeect locaticn of friendly. It hes a tremcndcus
shock offuct un the enermy. The thing sbout wi. whioh mekes it at times
nore effoctive thon artillery is tho faot that it does not have tu be
gseon by ground obsorvers to be sdjustod. Lf tho front lines or a friendly
preiticn is merked end can bo reergnized by the pilcts, gquick, &OG'LJ.T.‘r'te
fire support is the rosult.

(4) The LaW waa offectivoe againat tho anthillas bohind
which tho PAVW wore hiding. Training cn ugo ef LawS must be emphesizod.

(5) If BuVi arc cncountersd close-in during o friendly
a.t‘cac.k_, the best sulution to -en attack mey be to back ¥ under artillery
and Afu, let tho artillery and .ite work tho ares, over and thon start
again, lording off with plenty- of u—?9s in tho trees anhd gress and luws
inte the anthille.

(6) Whonever illwidnition was in the air mony of the ey
coasal firing. ' ‘

(7) Careful placement of M-T9 mon shouid bo emphasized in
crder to give thom the. bost posaidbla fields of firo. They must alweys
be cn the lookout fur onony is %rocs, L1t waes found thet tho J"x-79'
were oxtromely offective agninst enoty in trocs as well s troops in
tho opene. N-79's must be fired irto troes and the high gress even when
no oengry ar. ssen.

(8) 1In this oporation all rortars wore oombined upder a
central FUO. YThis was vory setisfoetery. The wortars wore vony offect-
ive. DlMorter illuminetion firing was carefully oontrolled et battalicn
level. The morter fllunin:ticn round hes a very high dud wate and 1%

would t:ko. ueny rounds to provide & batteliun porineter $lluminction
for one hour. Therefire it wrs usod to £ill the gy for illuminstion
betwoon tho artillory and the fla » Mo mertars alono oould nut
have eutie cloay to providmg tho dasj,- rad et of illumination,

(9 ) wrk ﬂ»ll&ix’y -

.-T;*G Hdry and wBu, oan bo usol at the saue
tine withoub Lose of /ire fGae. Tho il ad TaC uir
flow parpondionlar t the nw ‘:9” n-target line in thado omses

whore thay eimgliamnccusly s*tm k tho sete tappet aroas. vvhor striking
airoraft flow perallel o tha gun-target 1ino ond beyond it. This cilled
for clesa tearwork botwean the ¥ul wnd the artillery licison officer.

. (10) artillory mmet bo wsed aguinst pussiblo avomucs of
roinforconont as’ well s on the onewuy in eithor zn sttack vr a dofonse.
Closo~in ountinucus dofonsive ¥ anc I fir.s are » must in & dofensive
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situation where the enoenmy 3 known to 'be; Pragent avan if 'he is not
attackings

(11) Grost omphasis ghould be placed on the ability of all
personnel down to and insluding fire teum lead.era o adjust artillery
and mortar fire. :

(12) Baoh platoon must carvy many dolored &moke grensdes
end & panel for merking friendly lines and landing aréase

£13) ‘The techniqua of having all unite oh tho porimeter
throw e coldared spoke grenade on uider gieatly helped TAC Air and
AL to Jocate tho perineters

C. VEMENT

(1) Movement must bo osutiously aggressives The cneuy
mst be pinned down by fire. Swmall unit, squad sized fire and move-
ment must be ccnduobed to perfsetion. Thim is oxteemely importont.
If not oondusted cuﬂraem.y, won will get hit and the problem is then
evzpounded when wiher men stop firdng o try to recover casusitios.
Then thuy also get hit dn Bany oases and soon, combat effectiveness of
the squedy pletoon, otes is in denger of being lests In this conneotics,
when enesy contact hae Besn mads or is stro ngly suspe¢tod, recon by fire
or actual fire &nid movedmant should be cunduoted te ferestall the enouy
firing first. This ig partic a1y inportent for a unit moving up alung-
side & unit which is in contact and in & firu fight.

(2) Plateon and company fdro and maneuver mist be con-
duoted to perfection. Flanks must bo poture. Doen flanks con bu
seoured to o degree Ly fire duppeit. Hounde and plataens must te tied
togethsr ne ologe as + on poynits. The tighter the bebter
againot thé BVN, ad he w hole up i sontealed firing pegitions, let
friendly go by, then open b

(3) Close-in ertillery, 4R\, and TaC &ir froit, rear, and
both gidos 15 e great help in moving through an aroa where thers are
known sneiy. This is normal but sometiies overlooked.

X (4) When Qompanws topdugt sweap and clear operstions
‘hog@‘ﬁhﬁr out of !3. p@rt‘ima‘be;n Q¥ .Lver & derbain route, battalion must
: i tha, G ng 4o be wsed o insure that the teerain

;*'W‘ g‘ ' ’ 4 atmpenics are proparly oot )cuj_.m'l ed
and f’i‘t'ﬁeﬁ o ‘l‘.ﬁé t@fneain i "ho ‘Shery situation.

D. THCHNIQUESS

: (1) The mma ﬁ of bwidtng & wm:@amy (~) a6 an offohgive.
strikimg-ﬂm%* m&&@ re & e, phedven ahaok @pecific aervea
out 50 e SR W@ﬁ%{@% out voy well in this
gL i sotwelly on the gpound
'ﬁh@ comnmdar of

ol {B&m‘h, the assombled
f any encmy attack
uio : WA Hhs Waﬂiﬂ;@n wa were also able
to movg quielcly-. bls @Ml ok @ ‘E,@r HBevelep the contsct mede by one

of its plataons es sodn a4 Calipdny & had pufficient force te take ewdp
the 1Z security mission. In yelpdepect, the fact that Company B wak
in a pogture for a fast Hiovs: : the Jeviding sone thdoubtedly geve us
the Junp on the PAVN. Had wist B Compasay surprised them with their
aggratsive move up the fingsr, we wight woll heve boen flghting the
PaVH frow the fringes of the L& with our baoks on it -~ and the alig
in turs wonld hote had gobd fislds of five on the fnouting heddseyt
carrying the lest slovonts of i Company ®ad @1l ¢f ¢ and D Cumpmﬂ._

15



- b

I foel that the faot that we had firet B Company, then 4 Compeny, off

the landing zone moving egainst the PLVN, then C Company in g good blookw
ing position took thoe initiative away from him. From then con, for thres
days énd two nights, he was roecting to our prescnce.

(2) &t night, units st form tight perimeters, usce Clsymore
mines, trip flares and dig in. Ths use uf outposts and listening posts
dopends largely on the torrain and the eneny situations In this operation,
it would have been suipidal as the cover and ovnooalment afforded the
ensny toco many opportunities to take tho outguards by steslth. Cazriou-
flagod foxholes with cleared fiolds of fire are reooumendod. Norrel, but
sometimos hard to execute under firc.

. (3) In & perimeter defense, it is necessary to check the
front with small recon parties at first light and periodically through
the day for 100-200 meters tou ciear out infiltrators, police the battle~
field, and to insure that tho enemy is not messing for en atiack. This
aotitn should be preceded by having all troops on the PGrlmQunf snray the
trees, grass, and anthills to thelr front and overhesd at « spocriried

time for two~throe minutes. When the recon glements screct. tn Ghe
front, it should be preceded by ertillory and recon by fire. alr Cav
Soouts overhead can sssist by vbservation. Units should nove a2 in
the attaock with fire and movement. 4ll men must glvo the cunemy the
capablllty of being to tho front and overheoad ass infiltrators. sa;pers,
or massing for an attasck.

(4) The battalion command group must carry a 292 antenna
in on the asssult and set it up as svon as possible. D GOmpany, my -
alternate., CP, ocarried one in on the assault -~ set it .up, and it
- was invalusble.

E. SUEPLY, SUFFORT, SERVICES:

(1) The minimum smount of gear should be carricd into
an assgulte This should be one meal, a ponchu, iwo canteens cf wator,
salt tablots, and plenty of smmunition.

(2) Casunlties are a oritioal problem. Whon fire is
pinning down individuals, cne omsualty will cost one or two mors mon
attempting to get te him. Heevy cover fire muet bte employed to uzy
and cuver the attempt to reoover the wounded men end get him cut of
the denger erea, Leaders at sll levels in ocontapt tnder firs mmzt aot
oautiouely in getting casuelties out. I lost many leaders iilad and
wounded while recovering vasusltics. Wouwnded muat ba pulled back to
some type of ooverad position and thon treated. Tpoops must not get so
oonoerned with casunlties that they forget the anemy and their mission:

sttompting to ocarry a man out requires wup to four men as bearers whioh
can hurt a unit at & oritical time.

(3) Evecustion of casualtiog from the aress of contact
in this eotion was a problem. TORE litter bearers would have been a
-big help. 4s it turned out, fighting strength had to be used to
varry out e woundod man (3—4 men reguiréd) or to assist many walklng
wounded. (one men at least required in many oaaes)-

(4) When a man is wounded or killed, hie wespon and some
of his equipment get separated from him in many cases. An S-4 represent-
ative - officer or NOU with assistants, must be present at least in
the battalion forward aid station and at the collecting ocompany at
Forwgrd Support. Some of cur equipment was evacuated with mon all
the wey to Wui Nhon. &lso we had many M=-16's ghot up and hed to
havo replacements in the arsa. Tharefure we kept a lot of woapeons
in the battle ares for re-issue. When wo were pulled ocut wo brought-
all exoess weapons and equipment with us. Many etony weapons whioh °
‘ were oaptured and sent out with friendly KLi end WIA wore never Been
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againe The unit commender fighting the Yattla 1h the objeative arca
loges c¢untrol of equipment, friandly and eneny, onoe it leaves the

. forward arsa by helivopters & mors effeotive "badketop" syatsn must
 be-set up to gatch this gear and oohtrol it when it arrives at various
unloading pointe in the rear. , .

(5) Rations ard o problem. Few men oat much when in a
heavy actiony howaver, water ls extremely oritisal. It must be present
in quantity partioulsrly when there is no stroam surte availablo.

(6 ) The pathfinder temm was tromendouss Until they oould
get in aroudd 1630 hovrs, 14 November; all incoming airvcraft hed to be
. guided 4n and out by the battallon sommander on the battalion command
net. 4 pathfindsr tean showld go into avery battelion-glzed assault.

(1) It took e to relvad 16 magasdaes -one round et
& time, In the heavy sotion we ohsountered, this took excessive

et oritical perdads. I% wes particularly oritical during
attack. 4lso it was Giffioult to keep traok of empty magewis
a heavy fire fight. The solution may befa.n axpendeblo, pleztic Lype
magnzine which ig reéenpplied to the rifloman fully losded in = bandolesr
as was the old M1 olip of eight rounds. uslso, the present 14 .umo
pouch mokes orawling on the gtomach ALffiouls. -

(8) The dndivi usd soldier mugt becoms at lesst ag guod
es the PAVN in camouliage fdobnigues and use of tervain cnd foliage
to ocover and conceel hiy mbvements. This mist be emphasized.

F. THE PAVN ENEMY:

(1 ) Ho gppearsd to Bo well-4raissd. Ho wae npgcea glves
‘He weh squipped with & proponleretice of autumetic wespone esid plasty of
empnitich. He carried 3 « 5 Chingse poteto wosher hand grewsdss. He
varried a softbell-sized wad of sooked rice, rogt of them nexricd a
bed rodld aonsisting of a niace of waterprodf plegtic end & henrook.
Hie wonpons were weoll maintained. |

(2} By : ﬂi?la,gez and wged every bit of
3" ment to i ; Femall armE, worhavs,
gt @ with us IN STRENETh
* fo repder ouwsr fvs eupprt
B e b Uigin

quiskiy-tof
leoge offuwtitre:
hig teiiies
back Of gxpert qamiontlags Beokn
stay-behing killer pattius.

el

betiy bes to fall

. (3) He wee & ddadly 4hot. In omring for my men.who hed
been killed and wounded, I wes wfruck by the grost number who had boen
shot in the head ahd uppér pert of the hody ~« partioularly in ihe hoepd.
Ho dofinitely admed for tho leaders --'the fisn who were shouting, pointing,
talking on radios. He also simed for the wen carrying redios. He also
appoared %o concentrate on men weering insignia of rank -~ partiocularly
hon-cormissioned officer with etripee on their erms: In this war, I
question if 1t is necessary, posaibly even foolish, or inviting fire,
for non-commissioned officers to wear ineignia of their grade --

or any enlisted man for that matter. Within the smsll units, all men
know, their loaders. In base camp tho leadera should wear their insignis.
On operations sgninst the enenyy, they should wear clean-sloeve fatigues.

(4) When attacking, the BaVN units confronting us used
rass assault tactiocs preceded in sume cases by light mortar and snti-
tank rocket fire. The latter I believe is often misbeken for mortar
fire. He alsc used enoircling maneuvers with 50 - 75 won groups. He
employed his machine guns oxtremely woll and thoroushly understcod the
valuo of grauing fire. At night, he infiltrated smell numbers -up te -
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the friendliy positions. These enemy set up on top of grasey anthills,
in trees, and good close-in firing pesitions. He was expert at probing
our defensive perimeter at night and went to great offorts to try tc force

- friendly into firing.

-

(5) When met bty heavy ground fire or by morter, artillexry,
TiC 4ir, or ARA he hecome less organized. However, he did not quit.
Napalm and white phosphorous he definitely did not liks.

(6) He appeared to have no radios. The leaders controlled
their men by shouting. Bugles were used during the night of 14 - 15
November on the mountain above the battalion perimeter. also, at night
on the munteln they used signal lights.

(7) He fought to the death. Whon wounded, he ccatinued
fighting with his small arms and grensdes. He appeared fanaticsl when
wounded and had to be approached with extreme care. Many fricndly were

'shot by wounded E.LVN,

(8) Ho also appeared fanatical in his extreue affowis to
recover bodies of his dead and wounded and their equipmeni. It never
stopped his efforts in this regard and used the night, the high graes,
the anthills and other concealment to meximum advantage to =urve his
purpose. We found many of his dead with ropes tied around the ankles
and & short, running end free. I saw two of my dead with gimilar
ropos tied around their ankles.

(9) Some of my men who met.him fece to face heve stated
that soms PAVN appeared to be "hopped up". They based this conalusinn
in part on their observetion that when.shat, thay kept moving several
mere eteps. firing before dropping. In these cases, it is possibls
that the high velocity M-16 bullet passed cleanly through ihwese ensmy
without eny immediate stopping effeot. 4lso some men statel that ihey
saw a fow enemy keep their weapons at sling arms-although under five.
One non-commissioned officer stated that one group of 30 or so enemy
continued moving across the front of his squad although it wES beina
out to pileces by close-in flanking firs. .

(10) A favorite tectic of the PAVN enemy we faped seemed
to be an aggreeaive small-unit gnoireling maneuver. Another wes a rapid
assault by 6 ~ 10 BAVN on 2 or 3 friendly. . :

(41) Wo found some of our KIi "dog taws" and wallets on
the bodias of dead PaVN.

VIII. Out of all the above, the prinoipal points that I would 1like
tu emphesize are:

de We must meke imaginative end oonatant uso of our
tremendous fire support advantage to kill the PAVN enemy before he
gots so olose that we must fight him on his terms. This includeos
heavy use of the M=79 and even hand grenades to hcld him out so that
artillery, T4LC Lir, end 4R4 can work on him.

B. We must teke time and every opportunity to train our
men, and cspecially our replacements, tc¢ perfection in small-unit fire
end movement and fire and mancuver. If we du nct do thia, mon will
be killed who would not otherwise be killed.

. G« The commander on the battlefield must ocuntinuglly antiocipate
what the future may bring or ocould bring and take steps to influence the
future before it comes about. This applios to the ‘enemy; to fire support;
supply of ammo, water, and medical supplies bofure 'the requirement erisess
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to friendly resction to possible enery actioni and to all other matters
having a bearing on a particular situation. also, periodically throughe
out g battle; the coimender must mentally detach himself from the action
end objectively think -~ what is not Leing done which should be done to
influence the situation,; and what is beilng done which should not be goilng
Ol

HARULD @ RUORL
Colonel, Infantxy
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Copy Mr

Hys, 18t Bn, Tth Cav
Plel Mo, RVN Z4168069
140845 Nov 65 :

Written transeript of Oral Operations Order ispued by Lisuterant Colonel
Harold G, Moore, Commanding Officer, 1st Dettalion, Tth Cavalry, 140845
November 1965, ,

1, SIWATIONs .. ;
A Enemy )

' (1) Possible Battalion vioinity YA 903032,
22; Possible enemy on Chu Pong Mountain YA 935010..
3) Possible secret base viocinity YA 960020,

B. 3rd Brigade contimes prosent mission of search and destroy
ficuth dnd Weet of Flelku, Plei Me with 2/7 Cavalry South of

Fled Me and 2/5 Cavalry West of Plei Me,

2, Mlssions 1st Battalion, Tth Cavalry conducts Air assault operations
- in area LIME (Ia Drang Valley) to scarch for and destroy
- the enemy. Oparations will be concentrated .on stream beds,
. river beds, and wooded kdgh grqund 4o a kekirion height.df
' 500 meters.

3, EXECUTION:
A, Concept of Operatlon:

(1). Maneuvert The battalion will enter the area.of operations
© by oompany elements shuttling from their pregent loscations
. using 16 UH1ID helioopters landing at Landing Zone X-HAY,

" Altorhate Landing Zones are TANGO and YANKEE to be used only
on order. .Company B will land first and securs the Landing
Zone. - The Landing Zone will be scoured using the technique
of sending out reoomnaissance elements from one platoron and
retaining the company (=) assemblod as & striking.force.
Company A, Company C, and Company D will follow on order.
Company. B and Company A on order will assemble in atteck
formation off the North and Northwest. portion of the lending
zone prepared tn vommence a coordinated searching movoment

e - %o the East and Northeast on order with Company 4 on the
© right (Bast). Company C initially Battalion reserve and

-Lending Zons security on order, Prepare to move West and

Northwest o search lower portion of mountain area vicinity
XRAY.

(@) ‘Flre Support: There will be an 8 minute diversionary
- artillery preparation vioinity Landing Zone YANKGE and
TGO, . followed by & 20 minute -tube artillory preparation
- vieinity the primary Landing Zone X-RAY with emphasis.:on
;uiﬁhpnd;n&.terrain and the finger and draw Northwest.of
-BYe. - .. . : S ‘
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The tube artillery will Be followed by 30 sooonds of Aerial
Roeket Artillery followed by 30 seconds of gunship pro=
paration just prior tn touchdown of the assault company.
41l morters under Company D mortar platoon emntrol.
Fosltion area. to be slected after landing. FPriority
of fires initially to Company B thon to Company A when
move off the ILZ b0 Bast beglna.

B. Company At

Ce Company B:

De Company Cs

E. Company Ds:

F. lHéadquarteré:Compahy; Move to Landing Zone on order
utilizing 2 CH~47's,

Ge Coordinating Instructionss

(1) Baoch rifle compan be prepared to assume mission of any
"
other rifle company on order. :

(2) nev 1ir4 frogquency will be used for move, -
(5) All rifle comnanies:také oné mortar and maximum ommanddian,

(4) All momiars will be brought in as internal UHD loads and
" placed under Company D contrnl.

4+ ATMTNSTRATTON AND LOGISTICS:

Le No mles will be takon into obJectiva aroa untll olearod to do
830 by the Battgllon Commanﬂer. : : -

B. Foruard Supply point will be at Landing Zone Faloon ZA 022032,

Co Bquipment left at Pled Mo will be placed inside the Speoial Purces
- Camp pr@pared for air mnve to Landlng Zmne Fﬁlcon or X-=RAY on order.

5 COMMLND LND SIGNAL:

»‘;

Ao Battalion Gommander initiaxly wi Lfﬁ@ pany-

Be Battalion Forward Cofimand Eneds - Laﬁaing Zone X~RAY at Battalion
Commander's location. ' -

Co Battalion Roar Commard. Post: Pﬁasaﬁt location initially, Landing
Zone Faleonn on orﬁer¢

e MooRE
- Lt Colonsl.
- OFFICIAL
v g A
& li—
\ DILLON
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