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2 Sept 1969 , > Yeal~finally , after 10 days wait in Ft . Lewis , washington ot ~ 
orders to fly to Carnron Bf-:¥;' Viet Nam . All my buddies had just about left, their was 

only about 3 or 4 nn: oneft that had gone through ilasic and AD to gether and now 

Nam. How Imany of US will make it? uod only knows . 

IWNf""flying Airli#t International bceing 707 to Japan which will take about 10 

hours . '1he whole flight will probably take 18 hours if everything go ej .... right . As 

we fly over the Pacific ocean I think of home, my parents, • sisters ,~~ whole farrily 

and my girl. I don't understand why kids back home protest,..ct marclf,burn draft cards . 

~an if they only knew how we feel, most of us are proud to po to. Nam, in a way. Just 

like President Kermedy once said "Ask not what your country can do for you ask what you 

can do for your Country l " and I think Nam is one of them . 

Ye arrived at Yokoto Airport , Japan at 5 : 45 I . M. \"e sto pped over for about l~ brs . 

to refuel and get anothe r crew . Then we headed for CamFon Bay, t he stewardes said that 

the flight would take about 4 :49 min., arriving about 11:30 P . ~I . 

He arrived at Cam Han Bay sbout 11:40 P. M. They gave US an orintation and gave us 

our f i e ld gear and finally went to bed about 2 A. M. , now take into concideration this is 

the same day, we lost a day somewher e over the PaCific . (,..: 't >f,J M 
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3 Sept 69 , that moriling "'" #e late for formation slll1le Cpt came in and woke ~ up 

and put us on detail for that rr.o rning . v'ould Y9u believe bunning shit , yep, then we dug 

holes for piss, yeah you might eay we rot the tail end of the de tail . 

4 Sept 69 , not much happen got out of detail , somehow , still awaiting orilers . 

5 Sept 69, we rot our ordc;rs, they WIere for (,hu Lai with the Americal D1\ iBion. 

Of course they got us up ~bout 4a . m. to give us our we under full news . "iter br eaKfast 

about 6:30 we left for the hirport, our flight was suppose to leave 11 : 30 a . m. but for 

some reason it was canceled till a later time . We finally got a flight about 1 :30 P . ~: . 

but still for some reaso n or another we didn ' t leave until l 3p . m. Ijut on the way up 

the plane deve loped engi~ trouble, so down we went 15 min. l a ter an:! now hear we are 

back to eam Rahn Bay, we'll pro bably have to taJ<e another plane . 

finally we got another plane~_ > We. >_arrived at "'hu Lai about 8:00 } M, after a short 

briefing, we were takent~ome tempo rary barracks fo r the night . 

6 Sept 69 , we signed in. Seme Sgt gave us our orintation about how it is and how 

its going to be . He said that we would be hear for 10-IS days , processing , gett ing 

orders, and taking extra training . ~ostly a review of hI1 and basicly how to servive . 

7 Sept 69 , i>unday but hear in Viet Nam its just like another ;'Ork day get up same 

time , same e l d ro utine . Details , they go t me burning shit a gain , oh well thats life . 

8 Sept 69 , just aoother re fular day, hot and s t icky and mucky . I was suppose to 

get my orders to my next unit in the Divisio n . llut somewhere a long the line Uncle Sam ' : 

boys screwed up . They got m burning shit again. . By now vo u thing t was an expert 

at this . NO one gets used to it , but t here is a certain nack to it , if you put t he 

cut off barrel (S5 gal drum) that is used to collect the human waste dowh wind yeu 

got it IT'ade , but if the wind chanr es on youJhang it up you'll get all the smell on you 

and your clothes will smell like , well you know. 

9 Sept 69, orders fiili111y came . Co B 4/3 11th Inf Bde, one of the best they s~y. 

All we did today was ge t our finance recores fixed or checked so ,;e could r et paid. 

10 Sept 69, another regular day of details and classes and we got paid a lso . Not 

very mueh about $100. 00 . I bought some rroney or ders anc' sent most of it home . 
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11 Sept 69, another regular day of classes and we experienced that good old gas, 
C2, man thats a tear dropper. This morning we had a class on mines and booby traps 
and the ogt that taught it was cool and in his caosing speach he kinda made us chock 

. llP &little, he talked about rome and Mama and mw would we wana ,,0 home broken up, dealt 
or alit e . 

12 Sept 69, today we went out to LZ Bayanet for a little practice on the M-16 
rifle and M60 , M79 pranade lancher, and a few American type handgrandes . 

13 Sept 69 , todays classes were on arrbushes and patrollillf and of course it was 
Saturday. Nbthing like ~at back i n the world , oh well another day another day shorter . 

14 Sept 69 , Sunday todays class consisted of land navagation, bringing in fire 
support .!ith arty. Also rah a navagation course . 

15 Sept 69 , Monday, today we had a good class on communication. 

16 Sept 69, our last class, I missed my first class I went on sickcall but maae 
my second class on first aid and dust off procidures . We also had a class on cordon 
search. Then we went in to pratical excercise, we search a mock VC villiage . Then 
at the end of all this we had a chaplin tal k to us, a real nice talk. lhat night we 
had a f l oor show, grovey girls two from Austrilia and one from America, real nice, of 
co urse the band was goo d too . 

17 Sept 69 , to day we were suppa se to ship out in the morning, but as a f yet noth­
ing anc its 1630. vIe didn't ship o ut afterall. The Sarge in charge said tomorrow. 

Ie ~ept 69 , we ' re on our way . vie arrived at Duc Pho about 09:30 and are waiting 
transport to our unit . ~!e got transport and went down to a shack called S-l and as of 
yet I think we got into a good Bn. I say we, meaning Je cus Deleon from San Antonio , 'fex . 
to!!'Orrow we're suppose to f'O up San Juan Hill, to start our 350 days . 

19 Sept 69 , just amther day we didn!t get to go up to San Juan Hill, we waited 
all day at the chopper pad . The night before iast we-'got hit by rotor fire from the 
VC hear at Duc Pho . 

20 Sept 69 , this rorning for formation we got incoming rockets, boy its getting 
bad now, we Ire still in Duc Pho . "'e Ire suPrx> SF to take off somet ime this morning 
and we did . l'e spent rrost of the day seeing our new Major and Cpt, and v'l! got ass­
i gned to a platoon. l hat night I pulled bunker guard . 

21 fept 69 , today was spent fixing our bunker , filled booko sand bags for iV. 
That night out to our left & Co. got hit pretty bad 12 ki lled 10 wounded , it l asted 
pll night long. After most of tre fi E'hting was over, we watched as art,. , rotors and 
gun ships cleared that area, or gave it a geod try. 

22 Sept 69 , regular day at S . J ., counting days and fillinf sand bags . 

23 Sept 69, my first rrission, .we took of for the hills up where J1elte was . We 
left'SJ o'n clianocks it wasn ' t a hot LZ,(wll n 9"sr tll.at meaRt) we landed LK. lhat 
night was quiet nothing happen . I was ~lad , first time in the field, I was scared . 

(u,tJd,Al1 50 /-It! ) 
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24 Sept 69 , nothing happen moved about 3 c licks . Does't seem like much, but add about 30-40 I bs . on your back, the heat, a nd the scardness, its alot. After we got to where we were going we dug in. I'lade foxholes about chest deep and two arms length . 

25 ~ept 69, we 
right at the time . 
me and my feet. 

stayed in the same position . Don 't ask me why I guess it smemed I was kinda glad got a chance to rest that first day kinda got to 

26 Sept 69, we moved about 2 clicks . Se t up by the flat lands by the river . today we took a bath out of site. I think it was about a week since! had seen a bath . No one r eailycares everybody, smelled the same . Nothing happen that night part o f our PIt went out on patrol so they l e f t Joe Battles, Tom l'ob"s, and me behind . "'hile John Burns Andy Anderson, and Terry Hood , Tom (O'lip) ~'aho ney went out of our squad . They came back OK . 

27 Sept 69 , we headed for a new NPP "e walked abo ut 12 clicks , man what a t ump, up hills, through rivers and about 110·. ' </e arrived at our ;.mp a clearning between two hills a small valley, 'good clearing . Very tired long day, we " ere kind glad nothing happen that nir ht, need the rest . 

28 Sept 69, stayed in the same position, NDP , our platoon was chosen to go out on an' ambush . Sle~p.d a ll day , real nice . See what we do is two or three guys stay aWEke while the othe rs sleep and then after awhile we change . 

29 8ept 69 , today we got chanoc ked out for stand down . Stand down? Yeah, .hat is it, I asked dumbfnundly, well as some of the old timeEs would say, wait and find out . 

30 ~ept 69, I found cut what stand down meant . Stand down becl!use you can't stand up, its a three day R&R in countrv. lirink, smoke, joke and what ever comes up . I personnelY}Jill-get drunk , y~ah. I dcn't know why, I l11ess I wanted to unwind, even though I hadn ' t been in the field that lotll~ ",.I felt I oued it to nw self . CHA PTER 2 JllIIKI'Jr 1'Il(J!UN'rH 2 
1 Oct 69 , . 'ell one month gone by, thank God lim still alife . We 're still on stand down . Guys a re go ing crazy , fighting, yealing , drinking. and what ever . Somebody got a whole of some s t ag flicks, that did it, the big one happ,en, fight that is, every­body got i nto the act . I nwself got out of the act , a coupl e of us ... rt ( nes gr abed the beer that was still their an went outside an injoyed it. 

2 Oct 69, left standdown area, , Ihich by the way was in Chu Lai, next the South China Sea, the beach was beautiful, that was the i n joyable part about the Whole thing got to relax for even if it was just a coupl e of days . Boy i s it raining today . 

3 c ct 69 , still raining , nothing to do but dry out , and write letters. Be y what hang overs . ~verybody looked have deed. 

4 Cct 69 , it finally stepped raining . I was put on detail, I din't mind it it killed the time a;ray . It get s very borrin" o n SJ , we are awaiting orders to go back to the field . Hopefully today. 

5 Cc t 69 , got orders yester day afternoon to mo,e thi s morning to the r ice patt;ies to fuard some rinks that " e re wo rking their . vie go t flown out on Hueys , its a beautiful ride you can see everything from the choppers. We WBre dropped en top of this big hill. 1o'e started down it walking first, then we just slid :.down it was rea l y wet, it was funny tneir was nothing you could but slid . 
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/ 6 Oct 69. we walked furthered down the hill and crossed 
through a shollow river and NDPed their. 

7 Oct 69. walked across the river and NDPed their for the day 
and it hasn,·t stoped raining. 

8 Oct 69, moved to the edge of a hill its still raining. About 
3 am we had a Trip Flair go off. We didnrt find anything in the 
morning. It could have been some big rat or something. 

1'1>">" \ y 
9 Oct 69, CAed (Combat Asalt) out to a rice patty and moved about 

600 meters across a very fast moving stream. It was hell but we 
made it. Nothing happened last night, we got a good night sleep. 

10 Oct 69. like dummys we are we moved back across the same 
river that we had crossed the day before, we had a couple of guys 
fall in the water but luckily no one was hurt. 

11 Oct 69, we stayed tn the same position from last night nothing 
happening it is still raining. 

12 Oct 69, we finally moved from that position we had been for 
two days. Again we just moved acouple of hundred meters and set up 
camp for the night. 

13 Oct 69, we awoke to a sunny day,wwt no rain but a couple of 
hours later hear it comes more rain. We had a ~iacef~'ll night the 
moon WRZX was out it was clear and ~RZE.fKtt its hard to believe 
that any moment we, I could be dead. 

14 Oct 69, we left this B moring on another hike, yeah it sounds 
good, about 3 clitks (3000 meters) straight line distance. But when 
your going up a hill it seems like LO clitts, and I mean straight up 
bpy was I beat. 

15 Oct 69, you know how it goes, were on the move again this time 
down the hill not so bad. It also rained, but what else is new. 

16 Oct 69, just like the Army, wait it is the Army, can-t make 
up their minds up the same stupid hill, man I tell you another hill 
like this and 1"11 never "Re-up". The third :platoon ~(J-O as they 
were called) set up an ambush. We had found out through Army intetl­
igents ~t(?) that after we leave a camp site the Dinks would come 
by tK to see if we had left anything ».K~~ behind, like food, ammo 
and what ever. Well would you believe it, the Dinkd did show up 
3-0 let them have it. 1 dead 2 wounded and 3 got away. WThey captured 
1 SK44 Simi-Auto wapon (Russian made). None of our guys were hurt. 

17 Oct 69, walked down same hill up another. Our squad set an 
ambusb. We got 2 Dents, again we did what the other platoon did 
set up after everyone had left.We haded back toward the Company after 
the ambush, and hear we g? cr?ssing that same river but this time we 
crosse~ at a.diff:ren~ p01nt 1t was a lot eaiBer and it was nice and 
cool XXRWE S1nce 1t d1dnt rain it was very hot. 



j ust watching, they could strike at any tiJoo . V'e headed for the lIDP , the one by the 
heavy flowing stream. 1his time we c ressed at a different point not bad it was diff­
erent . No rain today, red hot , another 110· s . 

1 8 0 ct 69 , we rove" againg this time te tre same NDP that ,. e had about four days 
ago . Cur plateon went on ambush near a river and beeing a ,ery hot day we decided te 
take a well deserved bath . After 12 clays we diffenitly neelied one, realy nice . "'e 
stayed their abo ut fOM hours and I wrote a couple of letters . 

19 Oct 69, l ast night we had a trip flare go off, after the excitment ware down 
someone said that they saw a bird fly off . Can you imagin that all tha t fire power 
we put out and could not even hit a bird . Ha j Ha l "Ie moved back across the river, 
now it has gone down alittle, it hasH 't rained in about four days, real nice and hot . 
We NDPed abo ut llam in the came spot we had about three days back . Actually all we 're 
Doing is roving back and forth te NtP to NtP . The denks dont know that though , brill­
iant, reallY brilliant . 

20 Cct 69 , can You believe this we went back across the river and NOPed in the 
same area that we had two days before . 

21 Oc t 69, last night another trip flare went eff, we kid Terry !bod cause every 
time he 's on guard a trip flare goes off , but as of yet nothing happen . We got 
shanoched out te SJ Hill for four days .Today is the first day, we didn 't do anything 
but find our bunkers and places to sleep . 

22 Cct 69 , I got put on a detail in the afternoon digring a t rench and a fighting 
position. 'lhere we re about len other gu;ys on the detail, ' Ie all switched off every­
body did there share . 

23 Oct 69 , I got put on tre same cetail that m~rning , boy did that make us mad 
every day >le ' ve been hear its all hassel, just like beeing back in the states . ':bat 
a bummer . Now I'm on bunker guard ane' they have just issued a mad minust( shot off as 
many rounds of ammo as yt-u >lant) its about 1230 am . I got te shot off about 12 rds 
of H.E. 

24 Oct 69 , nothing happing teday but clean H apons and !,off off, aOOst expept for 
one more detail in which I luched out, Andy Anderson got it he dre>l a due(2) and I 
crew a tra ce ( 3 ), 0 ne number . 

2S Cct 69 , teday we left the hill on shanocks '·- e got dropped abo ut five miles from 
E' J Hill, then Fe rumped abo ut 6 clicks, through flats and then up a big mountain . On 
our >lay t r our NTP , our point element saw about four denks at our ole NrP , the first 
one te see them was Paul Yristi and John Cornell , they opened up on them but they did ' t 
nove oRt of the place . Then I was called to assist, ,ralking first in the squad and 
carrinr the };79 , ,·hich they needed. hy first crance to shot at a denk, of course r 
didn't see trem but r was firing , thin~g maybe the sharapnell might hit them . Of 
CC UBse I ain ' t hit them but would you belive I had three duds, boy did that make me mad 
but I still rot five shots off. That night was pretty quiet . 

26 Cct 69 , we moved down the mountain tc. another one and " ft NDPed on the side of 
the Hill >le had te cut , ,r1th machates , big trees, a line of fire ond then dig foxholes . 
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