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CHRISTTUA == THE LITTI™ VOLUNTEFR HTTH A BIG HFART

CLARK AB, R.P. [4pril 107} =- As hundreds of vﬁlunteers busily went about
their many tasks of caring for the Saigqﬁ orrhans in the huge gymasium that
was serving as temporafy home this past week; one little girl was bridzing the
peneration and commnications gap between the ;nrkers and the younrsters.

Christina Ly=Lan Richard may only bé 11 but her credentials were unchalleng-
ed by her contemporaries or any of the other veteran volunteers that helped in
the airlift operations at Clark Air Base to bring out the orphans from the be=-
siezed South Vietnam capitel.

Christina is a student, a volunteer, a beautifvl little girl —-e and, a
former South Vietnamese orphan herself,

She learned the Vietnamese langauage from her prandparents in the Cholon
district of Sairon and was adopted at age gix by TSgt. and Mrs. Gerald Richard,
of the 19%1st Communications Group at Clarke.

Her birth place was Nha Trane which is noted for its beaches and rest and
relaxation areas, however, the fate of that city and its inhabitants remains
cloudy as of this report.

But Nha Trang and Cholon are only distant memories for Christina now. Today
she is an active student in the Clark school system and speaks English fluently.
However, she was able to put her Vietnamese language to good use when the call
went out for volunteers at Clark to assizt in the orvhan airlift phase here.

(MORE]



CHRISTIHA—-ADD ONE

Christiﬁh acted" as ﬁntarpreter rur ;many . ef the vnlunteena and the Saizon orphans.

‘the iiining hall on Clark that ™
ot o

had prepared food considered digestable and compatible to diets they were accoustomad

She bathed & few of &he. yOungasrs

tos end she cared for a few of the totsa

A1l in all, Christina put in more than 30 consecutive hours of volunteer work
without a break. Officials and her parents wanted to give her rest, bu£ she pleaded
\ith them to leb her stay on with the arphans.

Most of the Saigon orphans have 1eft Clark now and chances are few will remember
her, but the Clark volunteers and base officials will long recall Christina— the
little volunteer with the big heart.
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[CUTLINE]

CHRISTINA, THE LITTLE VOLUNT'ER with a bis heart, brings a smile out of one of
the Saizon orphans who transited Clark Air Base in the Philippines, Christina
Ly-Lan Richard is a former South Victnamese orphan herself, (OFFICIAL PHOTO BY

SGT. TOM BFNT)
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