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D ear Friends, 
This is not a new magazine, it 

has been published monthly for five 
years in Vetnamese, by the "Vietnamese 
Catholisc Student Association in Ameri 
ca." Since it is usually published in 
Vietnamese, few of our American friends 
are able to understand it. 

For the third time we are pub­
lishing an issue in English to telL you 
a little bit about ourselves. 

Our Association was founded 
in 1951; more about this will be said 
in another article. 

The members of the Association 
do not have the good fortune to study 
all in the same section of the country, 
but are scaterred allover the United 
States and Canada. 

CHUONG VIET is thus published 
in order to strengthen the friendship 
that unites our members and to help 
them exchange their ideas about the fu­
ture. Part of the magazine gives them 
news from each other and news from 
their homeland. The magazine also pub­
lishing variuus articles generally 
written by the members of the Associa 
tion, as well as poems and various es-
says. 

Since our first members went 
back to Vietnam in 1954 CHUaNG ~IET has 
also become a link between those fri­
ends and the members of the Association 
who are still studying in America. This 
issue in English is an opportunity for 
all of us to tell our American friends 
how deeply we appreCiate the privilege 
of living with them and of knowing some 
thing about their country. We want to 
thank them for their friendship and 
also for the interest they have shown 
in Our country in these years of great 
dangers and trials. 
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We are very grateful also to 
all those who have helped us in one way 
or another to pursue our studies in the 
country. \~e pray to God to bless 
our readers and all our friends, their 
families,and their country. 

We ask them to pray for us, our be-
loved ones at home, and for Vietnam. 

Rev. va VIET HIEN, Chaplain 
Rev. EMfilANUEL JACQUES, Advisor 
Pho BA LONG, President 
(Miss) VU NHAT THANH,vice-president 
NGUYEN HY QUANG, vice-president 
Editorial Board: 

(Miss) PHAN NGOC QUaI, Editor 
VU NGO LUYEN, Manager 
HUYNH ANH, Office boy 

~ofTHANJ< 
Our heart felt thanks to the au­

thors of the articles and the following 
persons whose valuable assistance has 
made this issue of CHUaNG VIET possible 

Nr. G.Hickey 
Rev. Hoang Quoc Truong 
Rev. Emmanuel Jacques 
~!iss Violet Neville 
Mr. Walter Ruane 

Editorial board 

ADDRE~~ ALL (ORRESPON DENCE TO: MI~S PHAN N<i9< QUoi (H/(AQO 
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This year, the people of Vietnam 
celebrated thelr new year, known as Tet 
on February 12.1 think that at the pre­
sent time it i.s particularly fitting to 
share ourAnqtjonal beliefs qnd customs 
'.-lith our -L'nerici:\n friends who are inte­
rested in Vietnam. 

The custom of celebrating Tet is 
rooted in remote antiquity. It is rela­
ted to the Chinese new year which also 
is based on the lunar year. Originally 
the customs associated with the cele­
bration of Tet were imbued with lofty 
philosophical significan~e but as the 
g~nerat1ons succeeded one another, most 
of the original meanings were lost. To­
day the rl tes of 'ret are honored as mes 
-sages pqsSAd on by our ancestors thru 
the halls of tl~e. I would like to po­
int out some of these practices "nd the 
legends that are associated with them. 

One of the most co~on practices 
dud ng Tet is to buy a branch of "Cher­
ry bIos som" and place it in a vase for 
the duration of the holiday.This period 
generally l,sts for a month. Many ~e­
lieve that it is merely intended to add 
a graceful decoration to the home and 
at the present time this is true.Origi­
nally however, it was intended to have 
the sane effect AS the "Cay Neu", that 
is, to protect one from evil spirits. 
Another related cu~tom is to place two 
planks of peachwood covered with terri­
fying drawings of the two genies, Than­
do and Uat-Iuy,on the door of the house 
According to .n ancient book called the 
"Phon~ tue thong",these genies were two 
brothers who possessed thp. marvelous 
power of seeins evil spirits. In t.he 
course of time, these boards tended to 
oe renlaced with bonds of red paper co­
vered with the traditional dr~wings. 

Another interesting custom ofTet 
is called "Giao thua". Accordin" to the 
orlent~l astrological calendar, tlm~ is 
measured i~ great cycles of slxty years 
each divided into smaller cycles of 
twelve years. Each year is composeJ of 
twelve months. All of these units of 
time have nHme such as:the year of the 
dragon or thr-: serpent,the month, day or 
hour of thp serppnt, qnd so rorth. Each 
cycle is pl'lced undcr the siGn of twel­
v'? supernFltural powers called "Hanh­
Khien". On the last niYlt of the year, 
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Cherry-blossom flowers 
Tet. National symbol of 
and integrity. 

at th,,,­
purity 

the power for th~t year passes his of­
fice to the new power" The passing of 
power is called "Giao thua".Througl1out 
Vietnam, the ceremony of Giao thua is 
performed at midnight when the hour of 
the Pig (gia Hoi) changed to that of 
the Rat(gio Ty). The head of each fam -
ily and the mayor of th8 town must of­
fer up a sacrifice at the saMe moment. 
Formerly this sacrifice WqS accompanied 
by noisy, continous fireworks and the 
beating of drums. This e;ave rise to a 
popular expression:" Tronw: keu ran nhu 
trong Giao thua" mellning 'A rolling of 
drums comparable to those of the Giao 
thua!! 

Followjn8 the midnight ceremony of 
Giao thua, everyone is expected to 
remain awake untIl early morning to 
welcome in th~ favorable influences of 
the New Year. for the first day of"Tet" 
it 1s strIckly forbidden to sweep 
th", house. 'mis is based on the follow­
ing leI/end found in the Phong tho Ky: 

In Heaven, there once lived a 
young hou.sewife named D1-Tieu. It was 
her duty to cook tho celestial meals 
(Thien tao, thien tru)for the Master of 
the Universe.As she Was very greedy, B1 
Tieu used to take copious samplings of 
the celpstl,l dish~s. When the Master 
of rleaven discovered this, he was en­
raEed so he expel1811 her to earth where 
she was roreed to assumo the sh~pe of a 
broom ( Than Chell. Thus in the future 

(Continued on page 4 1 



VIETNAMESE (ATHOLl( EDU(ATIONAL PROuRAM 

'.hen I was sent to tbe United 
States in 1949 the war in Vietnam was 
raging in a political context such that 
no solution was in view. The national­
ists were then neutr,',lized between the 
colonial and the Vietminh regimes and 
Communism was thriving in the vacuum of 
the ensuing despair. 

The "Catholic Vietnamese edu­
c'·ltional Program" was born in the mid­
dle of tbat tunnel, with no li~ht in 
si"ht. \,e hCld to hope, against the evi­
dences, that some day Vietnam would be 
handed its independence before Commu­
nism could definitely take over,and the 
nation given a chance to fiCbt for her 
own sake. If that day were to come the 
need for well prepared leaders would be 
great. A number of Vietnamese were,for­
tunately,studying in Vietnam and Europe 
but only three or four were in the Uni­
ted States and none in Canada. 

The first grantees of the 
program arrived in February of 1950 and 
kept coming during those dark yeq.rs, 
keeping high their spirit and purpose 
while there was so little food for 
their hopes. They were 75 in June,1954 
when the French :md the Communists set­
tled their qu:c.rrel at Geneva; this was 
not a l,rge number, but it was greater 
than the total of all the other Vietnam 
-ese students then in the United States 
and Canada. 

Geneva split the country into 
blO parts and h:mded the more populated 
north to the Communists; the South had 
no administration worth the name; the 
armed forces ;:,.nd police were torn into 
factions controlled by selfish inter­
e[",ts;Col11J11.unism was strong tfit~l its vic­
tory over the foreign troops, with its 
all-powerful and omnipresent organizR -
tions, and with its ideological appeals 

Under these circumstances the 
"Vietn'1mese Catholic Student Associa­
tion in America" (VCSAA) held its 4th 
annual meeting at Childerley, Illinois 
in Inte !\ugnst, 10;,4. A couple 0", weeks 
before some of 1 ts me:nbers h-"ld wired 
Saigon and offered their service to 
the ·new r,overnment of President Nbo 
,-lin..."l .Jiem.During that meeting one night 
arolmd 2 :00 :> .m. they recei. ved "tele­
rr~m from S:ligon gccepting thei. r ser­
vices. At 3:00a.m. they were in a Car 
on their W3Y to Hidway Airport and 3ai-

TI,ey were the first of the 25 
returne~s of t~e Catholic Vietnamese 
Educ'3.t1 on'll Progr~m, l..,rho are now b~ck 
in Vietn8.m. Several of the other retur­
nees were members of the VCS~A. 
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Eighty four Vietnamese Nho 
begR.n tlvd.r stud"; es under the auspices 
of the Catholic Progr:>m are stlll in 
the United States and Canada. This num­
ber is fairly equally divided between 
men and womAn. 

Four of them l3.re t eaCI'ling 
Vietnamese at the United States Army 
School of L8nsuages in California. The 
other ei~hty are pursuing their studies 

3 are preparing their Ph.D. 
23 are preparing thoir B.A. 
46 are preparing their 3.A. or 

Bare semin".rians 

The distribution of 
fields of study is as follows: 

.\dmini stra t ion and 
Ilusiness 

Al>riculture 
Education 
Engineering 
Hurnanit i e s 
Hedicine, nursing, 

ph'lrmacy 
Natural to Physical 

sciences 
SerninQrians 
Social Sciences 

(including I>0vern­
mant, economics , 
history, social 
work,etc.) 

B.S. 

their 

7 
5 

14 
13 
5 

9 
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Students that have returned to 

Vietnam hnld very responsible posi ti.nns 
.qnd rende:::' great serv5 ces, especi~lly in 
~ome imnortant fi elds, , . ..rhere there had 
been a severe shortage of specialjsts: 
nublic finance, ~ublic administration, 
economics, foreign relations, education 
They are a credit to the United States 
'nd CRnadiBn institutions that have 
trained them. 

Besldes their formal educa­
tlon they have, durinr, their studies 
ouccessfully their spirit of initiative 
a number of them are deecly engaged in 
vgrious voluntary activities. Some of 
them hove founded free eveninr, classes 
for working people. Others have orga­
nized college students into teams which 
devote part of their free time to so­
cial ~ction rrmon8 th~ poor. 

Some of the retunees make up 
a committee "'hich selects those eligi­
ble for scholarships sponsored by the 
progr&m in America. Candidates are both 
Catholic and non-Catholic and they are 
chosen on the basis of their scholastic 
performBnce and personality. 

They are not requested to 
pledge their return to VietnBm and they 



are free to selext their oon fleld of 
study. Experience has "hown thst they 
are more than eager to go back and 
serve theIr people and they have dis­
played great ability in choosing their 
studies. 

Most come w1th full or par­
tial scholarships granted by Catholic 
colleges. The total outlay spent by Ca­
tholic colleges and universities for 
Vietnamese student s, since 19:';0, is in 
the neishborhood of some $200,000.00. 
~his very generous contribution, in 
spite of the financial difficulties of 
these institutions, has been of the 
greatest values to ViAtn~ At a time 
when it Was most urgently needed and it 
will not be forgotten. 

Other colleges and universi­
ties have also shown generous interest, 
either by their grants to students com­
ing under some other ausoice, or by 
their grants to students of the Catho­
lic program ".;rho wished to tra:1.sfer to 
Stat0 or other universities after their 
graduation. 

All of them deserve the deep 
gratit"de ;Sf Vietnam. 

The connecting link oetHeen 
the students is the "Vietnamese Catho­
lic Student Association in America" 

TET AND ITS CUSTOMS 
(Continued from page 2 

she would pick up only l~ubblsh. Ashamed 
and unhappy in this existence, she com­
plained to Hellven that sh~ worked un­
ceasjngly with never a day of rest. 
HaRven w~s touched qnd eranted her a 
resp! te on every Ne'.{ Year f s day". 
For this reason, it is forbidden to Use 
the broom on the first day of Tet. 

One practice on Tet is reminis -
cent of an ancient Gallic custom o.f go­
ing into the forest on the first day of 
the year to seek hlcky branches of mis­
tletoe to keep for the comln!3 year. The 
Vietn~mese are expected to bring a 
leafy branch home from their first walk 
of the Hew Year. If possible, this 
branch should be covered with fruit "nd 
fImo/era and the heavier the br'!nch. the 
gre9.ter will be the riches earned du­
rin:-s the coming year. Tod.'lY, t!lls is a 
pretext for younG couples to go for 
walks in the Duollc gardens or alonG 
the countryside· on th8 Tat holjd.3Ys, 

One of the tradJtional foods of 
Tet 1s a rice c'lke called IIBanh Chung",. 
7his is related to on historical legend 
\.,r:--dch tells how the great chief Nguycn­
Hue, enthroneu under the n:lm8 of Q.uA-ng 
Trung, defied the Chinese of the first 
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Students sponsored by the program are 
under no obligation to join. On the 
other hand, many members of the VCSAA 
have come under other auspices, or 
on their own. The two ro sters are tr.us 
not identical. The influence of the as­
sociation extends beyond its membership 
especially by means of its monthly bul­
letin. 

Although it will take a few 
more years fully to assess the results 
of the program and the achievements of 
the association, the work done by the 
retl~nees, as well as the high spirit 
of those who are still studying, more 
than fulfill the hopes that have been 
placed in them. Their dedication and the 
generous interest of those who have 
contributed toward their training will 
bring God's blesslng to Vietnam. 

Reverend Emmanuel Jacques 

(Father Jacques is the Repre­
sentative of the V1etn&mese 
bishops in the United ~tates, 
Advisor of the VCSAA; and Di­
rector of the Catholic Viet _ 
namese Educational Program) 

Ts'inG dynasty. T)lis took place during 
the first days of Tet in the year of 
the Cock (Ky dau), circa. 1789. At th2t 
time, the Chinese held Thang LOl1i;, the 
present c~ty of Hanoi,and Qunng Trung 
set siese. he Ch1nese l in order to gain 
the confidence of the Vietnamese, en­
trusted their arml, stores to a Vietnam­
ef!A named Dinh. In reality, Dinh \-laS an 

~rdent patriot, dedicated to the libe­
ration of his people.Quane Tr,Ulg's plan 
"as to lead '\n attack on the external 
defenses simultaneously with an upri­
sinr; ',li thin the city. The problem Was 
+.0 warn "'inh of the time of his attack 
so arrangeYrJents could be made wi thin 
the city. Since Tet had begun, King 
Qu.anG Trune; had the idea of inserting 
the messaGe in a "Banh Chung" rice cake 
'1hich was entrusted to an old school 
stores. The Vietn~mese army poured into 
the city and once more Thang LonG was 
'-lOn by the Vietnamese. 

Generally Tet beglns on the 
first day of the fIrst month in the 
Vietnamese c3.1endear.ln some provinces 
teacher.The plan Was sussessfully car­
ried out.Hhen the troops of Quang Trung 
arrived at the gates of the city,a huge 
fire bro],e out in the Chinese army 

(Continued on page 6 ) 



Once Anada asked Buddha: 
-I find in your teaching 
that all things have the 
same structural plan,sin­
ce they all have a soul. 
Why then,if I strike this 
stone,would it not cry in 
anguish or show any sign 
of suffer'ng? 
Buddha answered: Suppose 
you strike a hen's egg, 
would it show any sign of 
pain? 
-No,it would not. 
-Suppose now that you let 
the egg hatch into a 
chick. Strike the chick 
2nd see if it shows any 
sign of p~in. Would it? 
-Yes, it "ould. 
-The same can be said or 
the stone. 'I'he potential­
ity to feel pain is there 
like it is in the egg.The 
egg however could not ex­
press it until it hatches 
into a chick. The fact 
that you do not see it 
expressed does not mean 
that it is not there. 

From: Van Minh VietNam 
LE VAN SlED 

The first sign of a religious belief 
as reported in Vietnamese history was 

A unique piece of relegious archi­
tecture. This "One-legged Temple" is 
for the worship of Spirits. 
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the worship of the spirits. Although 
there was no official record of a theo­
logy, tradition has it the t the spir·i ts 
are everywhere.Children are tauGht very 
early that human soul are immortal. The 
lucky people who die after a life of 
virtue will emjoy eternal rest,but they 
still depend for their welfare on the 
offerings that their family present to 
them on their anniversary and especial­
lyon New Year's day. The unlucky ones 
who die without any relative to Care 
for their posthumous needs are forced 
to wander around looking for charity, 
always hungry and unhappy, beggars in 
the realm of spirits. A special day has 
been set aside, the full moon of the 
seventh month, to give them a few in­
cense sticks, votive Eold and silver 
bars, food in the form of steam from 
bowls of piping hot rice soup put out 
in the yard at dusk, after the doors of 
the house have been closed tight. 

Animals also have souls, the, feel 
paln and express it in their own way. 
Th~ souls may be their own or, more 
frequently, those of humans who did not 
completely satisfy for their sins, and 
had to lead a lower form of life for a 
certaIn time as a means of expiation. 
Kindness to animals and a greot Despect 
for all forms of life in general were, 
ond still are, dominant traits in the 
Vietnamese way of life. 

The veneration of ancestors. 
The foundation of Vietnamese socie-­

ty is the family, which includes not 
only the parents and their immediate 
children, but also all the relatjves, 
living and dead.lt is natural therefore 
that a special cult is devoted to the 
souls of the anoe~torsaA careful record 
is kept of their n~~es and dates of 
their death, both in book form and on 
wooden boards called the funeral tab­
lets. At the time of death, a piece of 
white silk is put over the mouth of the 
parent to catch his last breath, the 
white sjlk becomes his "11hite soul",his 
"han bach". At the end of tho funeral, 
the soul is supposed to leave the tem­
porary "han bach" and go into the fune­
ral tablet. On the altar of the ances­
tors, "'hich is to be found in the 
largest room or every Vietnamese home, 
2. box of funeral tablets Ca~, be seen~ 
The ancestors are therefore present 
in the house;they participate in all e­
vents of the family life. If 8omebody 



in th~ fqmily gets married, the most 
importont rite to be performed consists 
in thB ceremony of presentation to the 
ancestors.The young couple comes before 
the altar to make deep bows; their mar­
riage hod been acknowledged. 

Worship of heroes. 
A special cult was also devoted to 

people who distinguished themselves by 
their outstqnding service to the nation 
No difference was made between nation­
als and foreiGners; a few Chinese go­
vernors especially noted for theIr wis­
dom and justine, were among the numerous 
personalities honored on the altars. 

Temples for their cult are alwayp 
set in a quiet landscape, on a sloping 
hill side, at a crossroads, under the 
shode of a century-old fig-tree.Passers 
by refrain from laughter and loud talk, 
riders are expected to dismount as a 
slen of reverence. Special days were 
set aside for special ceremonies in 
their honor, when the townspeople would 
gather to hear the latest citations 
sent from the Ministry of Rites on mem­
ory of the heroes, or to read the poems 
written on large silk panels by schol­
ars ',;ho Came to the shrine in pilgrim­
age. 

Buddhism. 
Imported from India through China , 

Buddhism brought to the Vietnamese,al'o 
along io11tn its confusjng cosmology and 
tIH'}ology, a rather new outlook on life. 
The fundamental philosophy of suppres­
sion of desire through prayer and medi­
tation cast a deep imprint on the peo­
ple I s mind. 'lbeir approach to the daily 
struggle for life p,nd survival is not 
one of keen competition and hard work, 
but rn ther leisurely one, backed by a 
sense of detachmAnt and serenity. There 
is nothing that can be termed a matter 
of life and death; above all, peace of 
mind must be attained. Buddhist pagodas 
are usually surrounded by gardens and 
lily ponds, Hhich lend a quiet charm to 
the follov19rs of Buddha. Buddhist monks 
lead quite an austere life; the monoto~ 
nous song of their evening prayers,punc 
-tuated uith the distant sounds of a 
soft ringing bell seems to spread far 
into the darkness of the evehing,filled 
with pure serenity, out of the reach of 
even space and time. 

Christianity. 
Thro"gh the maze of religious rItes 

customs and cults the Vietnamses still 
finds his way to monotheism. He funda­
mentally believes in the existence of 
an im..Yl1ortal sOlll, created by a supreme 
being. To 8omp, extent, he was prepared 
for the arrival of Christianity at the 
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beginning of the 16th century, However 
the full impact of the new religion was 
not felt until the 18th century \>lith 
the coming of missionaries from France. 
The Catholic religion caught on, then , 
like a prairie fire, despite frequent 
and bloody persecutions, 'lhich served as 
so many excuses for the French govern­
ment to start a conquest. The country 
was pacified, the Frech rule was esta~­
lished on seemingly 1'1rm bases. Unfor­
tunately, in the minds of the people, 
Christianity was allied with colonial -
ism. ·1'0 the average Vietnamese, to 
become Catholic was in some way all 1m­
Flicit and passive acceptance of the 

rench colonial regime with all its 
weaknesses and shortcomings. 

The French rule in Vietnam has col­
lapsed. l'he Church, however did not 
disintegrate ,lith the political French 
downfall., as many expected. Instead, 
there are signs of an extraordinary re­
vival. \ihen it was announced that north 
Vietnam was to become communist, Catho­
lics by the hundreds of thousands, just 
left everything behind, their homes, 
their lands, their shops to go south , 
looking for a chance to safeguard their 
Faith and to educate their children in 
the true religion. 

All of a sudden, it looks as though 
Christianity has really taken deep root 
in the Vietnamese soul. The Church in 
Vietnam,e,dangered in her own existence 
seems to Decover ,orne of the potential­
ities which had marked her glorious be­
binnings, and given so many gems to her 
crown of martyrs. With the help of Ca­
tholics from allover the world, she is 
trying to do her best, especially in so­
cial welfare and relief activities. She 
wants to become truly Vietnamese ond to 
fulfill her share in solving the grave 
problems the nation is facing. 

;'iith the Grace of God she w11l suc­
ceed. 

Reverend HOANG QUOC TRUONG 

'C-ri;~ ~ ~ 
(Continued from page 4 ) 

of northern Vietnam,however, Tet begins 
later in the month. This practice dates 
to the time of the Emperor Tu-Duc, only 
some seventy or eighty years ago. The 
people in these areas adopted the cus-
tom of II Tet cung"------"delayed Tet II 

because bandits seized the opportunity 
of Tet to raid and loot the villages of 
the upper delta."Delayed Tet ll became an 
established practice among them and it 
has continued. 

NGuYEN TllANH VAN 
GradU!lte~Student from the Depart 
ment of .i!iconomics; NeVI York U. 



:JJ. u:ring the summer of 1951, recog­
nizing the need to plan and work to­
gether and establish some kind of organ 
ization for the growing number of Viet­
namese students who would come to study 
in America, some twp.nty Vietnamese stu­
dents held the first Convention at Chi 1 
derley, Illinois. As the result, the 
Vietn?~ese Catholic Students Associa­
tion in America was founded 2J1d its 
Constitution was sketched during that 
Convention. 7he 14 original members 
formed a nucleus for a stronger asso­
cia~ion Hith the present membership of 
d4. 

The pioneers aereed upon the pur­
pose of the Association when they drew 
up the Constitution: to strengthen the 
relations amonG the Vietnamese students 
in America and to help them serve their 
country according to the Catholic 
epiri t. '.Chis t,lOfold purpose is stated 
in the Constitution ~nd is kept firmly 
by all m~mbers although the Constitu 
tion has been revised ti·rice C1uring the 
t,<o Conventions of 19:'3 and 1955. Viet­
namese students in the U.S. and Canada 
are eliGible for membership regardless 
of \'hether they are Cotholic or not but 
thc=y must agree vIi th the basic princi­
ples of the ChristiQn doctrine. 

The officers of the Executive Board 
'i'lho ar('~ five in number are elected du­
ring the annual convpntion. The follow­
ing are officers for 1955-1~56: 

PresiUt~nt 

1st Vice-Pres. 

Hr. l'ho-ba-Long 
Harvard University 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Hiss Vu-nhat-Thanh 
Loyola University 
Chicaeo, Illinois. 

2nd Vice-Pres. iVJr. Nguyen-hy-Quang 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Fla. 

Treasurer Nr. Ngo-dinh-Tuan 
University of D~yton 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Chaplain Rev. Vo-viet-Hien 
350 Sherman Ave. 
Evanston, Illinois. 

Advisor Rev. Emmanuel Jacques 
Director of the Vietna 
mese Catholic Educa­
tional Program 
1220 CatRlpa Ave. 
Chicago 40, Illinois. 

The Association was officially re­
cognized as an affiliated member of the 
Catholic Students ~lission Crusade in 
August 1953. Just recently, on February 
3rd 1956, the organization was regis­
tered as a non-profit corporation by 
the ~tate of Illinois. 

In order to carry out the twofold­
purpose already mentioned above, the 
members outlined numeroUB activities 
and projects. During the conventions 
every year, these activities are evalu­
ated and can be changed or added to on 
the b~sis of a majority vote among the 
members. The permanent projects and ac­
tivi ties are as follml: 

1- An annual convention is organi-
2ed every summer. In order to enable 
the students from far m;ay localities 
to attend the convention, all travel 
expenses are pooled and eaually shared 
by the participants. The last one-week 
convention \OTas held at Notre Dame Uni­
verSity. In spite of many difficulties, 
52 members attending 42 Colleges and 
Universities in the U.S. and Canadawere 
present at the convention. 15 of them 

i}roup portr8.it of Vietnamese students at Notre Da..."ne convention 1955 
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had to come from as far as llorida, New 
York, ~Iassachusetts and Canada. One Ho­
norary member and 6 guests were also 
present at the convention. The greatest 
thrill and encouragement came to the 
members during the convention of 1954 
at Childerley when they received the 
wire from Archbishop Amleto Cicognani, 
Apostolic Delegate of the Holy Father, 
conveying the Holy Father's Blessing. 

2- Regional mee~ngs and days of 
recollection are held at Christmas and 
Easter. Last Christmas,2 regional meet­
ings and days of recollection were or­
ganized in ;\lew York City for the East 
Region with an attendance of about 20, 
at Barat College, Lake }'orest, Illinois 
for the !'liddle West region with 40 
students attending. 

3- Publication of Chuong Viet (Bell 
of Viet-Nam) a monthly bulletin inwhich 
news and ideas are exchanged among the 
students. The current monthly circula 
tion of 250 is sent to the Vietnamese 
subscribers in Canada, France, Belgium, 
England, Australia, Italy, Hong Kong, 
Viet-Nam and the U.S. 

4- Three study-groups were formed 
and function among students belonging 
to the dame fields (Education, Experi­
mental SCiences and Social Sciences). 
Reports and projects of each group are 
published in Chuong Viet. 

5- Besides the Membership Fund of 
$148.95, a Mutual Aid Fund was estab­
lished to help the members in need. Ac­
cording to the Report of the Secretary 
on achievements of the first three 
month term (September-November) in the 
last issue of Chuong Viet (No 50), this 
fund now stands at $397.15. The amount 
of $39.16 has been used to help the 
members during this term. 

6- ~lembers who wish to help anony­
mously may deposit their savings in the 
Saving Gund from which loans are made 
to members in need. From the same re­
port, we learn that the amount of 
8117.64 is now in this fund,and $330.00 
have been loaned to many members during 
the last 2 years. 

7- A circulating library was set up 
composed of literature related to Viet­
Nam and to problems of special interest 
to Vietnamese students. Books and maga­
zines are contributed by Vietnamese 
students and their friends. 

Besides these activities, the Exe­
cutive Board is carrying out manyothers 
which were agreed upon by the members 
in attendance at the last convention. A 
Directory of the Vietnamese students in 
the U. S. and Canada and those who have 
returned home was prepared; correspon­
dence was established between the V.C. 
S.A.A.and various students' Association 
in the U. S. , the Vietnamese Students 
Association in England, Belgium, France 
Canada, Switzerland, Italy, Japan and 8 

Viet-Nam; stronger cooperation with the 
Crossroads Students Center in Chicago 
is encouraged in organizing Seminars,in 
publishing the International Bulletin 
etc ••• ; reception committees are orva­
nized in Chicago, New York and San­
Francisco to welcome newcomers and the 
possibility of a residential student 
center in Chicago is studied. 

So far, these projects and activi­
ties have been carried out successfully 
due to the wholehearted cooperation of 
the members and especially due to the 
kindness of many generous institutions 
such as Barat College, Childerley Re­
treat House, Notre Dame University, St. 
Andrews Home and Lewis ColleGe "hich 
have offered facilities for the annual 
convention and regional meetings;Cross­
roads Students Center ;:hich is directed 
by the International Catholic Auxili­
aries members,has been very kind to the 
Association "hen the members have meet­
ings, parties or print the bulletin. The 
generosity of all other benefactors of 
the Association is gratefully acknow­
ledged. 

The fruits of the above activities 
are obvious. The members grow more 8.nd 
more in their love and understandinp, 
among themselves and other students out 
side the Association by the opportunity 
to meet each other at least once a year 
at the convention or through their news 
in Chuong Viet. They are aware of t~eir 
role as informal ambassadors of Vlet­
Nam in the international picture in 
their campus and environment and are 
willing to learn together in the spirit 
of cooperation, to grow spiritually as 
members of the ~~stical Body of Christ 
in order that, in the near future,they 
might be able to work together in their 
home country, aiming at making Viet-Nam 
a stronger and better nation where Jus­
tice and Freedom are recognized and 
practiced. 

Vu-nhat-Thanh 
Vice-President. 

Miss Vu-nhat-Thanh is a graduate stu­
dent in Education at Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

FOR A BETTER VrEr NAM 
(Continued from page 9 

and the country we merit. 
One of the lessons we have learned 

here in America is : If we want some­
thing, we have to work for it. There is 
no other sure way. 

TON THAT THH."'N 



for a better VLet Nom 
On r'larch 4t)) this year, Presiden"t 

Ngo dinh Diem will open tile Gates of 
the pollinG station to the Vietn~ese, 
for the second time since he came into 
office nearly two years aGo. 

Last October, for the first time in 
the history of non-communist Vietnam, 
the Vietnamese were invited to express 
their opinion on an issue of national 
importance:Did they want Bao Dai or 
Ngo dinh Diem to be their leader? Did 
they want a monarchy or a republic?The 
Vietnamese voters returned a very dp-fi­
ni te anSl'ler: II we want a republic and we 
want iigo dinh Diem to replace Bao Dai 
as head of state. Nr. Ngo dinh Diem ac­
cordingly proclaimen Vietnam a republic 
provisionally assumed the presidency to 
give Vietnam a constitution. 

The promised national assembly will 
become a reality after the elections in 
March. All Vietnhmese men and women of 
eighteen years and over will be invited 
to choose representatives to a consti­
tuent assembly. There will be one rep­
resentative to every 60,000 electors 
and a total of 162 representatives in 
the future assembly. ~his assembly will 
give Vietnam a constitution and will 
then be dissolved.Another assembly will 
then be elected. Another long stride 
toward democracy will have been made by 
Vietnam. 

After living for many years under a 
regime of absolute monarchy and corrup­
tion, the Vietnamese will now take an 
active part in the running of their own 
affairs. The man to whom they owe this 
privilege is a man who has often been 
accused of denying democracy to Vietnam 
He is Ngo dinh Diem. Facts now belie 
the charges made by Nr. Ngo dinh Diem's 
critics. 

The Vietn~mese people will have 
other things to thank him for also.Ngo 
dinh Diem has stopped the communist con 
-quest of the whole Vietnam,has rid the 
country of feudalism and gangterism and 
has led it all the way towards stabili­
ty and decent government. He has raised 
the hopes of many and although the 
dreams of a clean, prosperous and non­
communist Vietnam has not yet fully 
materialized, nobody deny that it is a 
possibility. 

';hether the dream will come true or 
not will not derend on Mr.Ngo dinh Diem 
alone. He has done his part, he has 
provided leadership. It is now up to 
all the Vietnamese to make this dream a 
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reality. The harder 
morc earnestly, and 
devotion the sooner 
come true. 

they work and the 
the greater their 
this dream will 

After decades of foreign-rule and 
years of diSillusion and cynicism many 
may fear that Vietnam has no longer the 
strength or the will to fight for reco­
very. This could be one of the greatest 
Obstacles in our march toward freedom, 
prosperity and democracy. But thank 
God! All Vietnamese are not in this sta 
-te of mind. Those like us-I think this 
is not assuming too much- who still be­
lieve that something can be done and 
must be done to save our country, and 
have the earnest desire to do it, must 
make it a duty to keep up the hope and 
spread it as much as we can. 

,Ie have friends. but we must depend 
first and foremost on ourselves. A 
friend of mine, in a moment of anger, 
OnCe said to me:"We cannot buttress a 
jelly-fish." The jelly-fish is Viet-Nam 

At times it seemS so. And whether 
it will be a jelly-fish permanent1y Or 
not depends on the Vietnamese. We need 
much help from our friends but we must 
see to it that it will not lasr forever 
If we are permanently dependent,it will 
be our own fault-- the responsibility 
will be on all of us. Let us not look 
round for excuses: the Government's in­
efficiency, the officials' lack of good 
will, American lack of understanding, 
French's bad faith, and sO forth •••• 

Somebody said somewhere that a peo­
ple has the government it merits. That 
we now have a good government is per­
haps cause for self-congratulation? We 
have all fought for it, by not joining 
the Viet-~linh, even out of despair, by 
staking our all on a democratic system 
against that of Bao-Dai, by maintaining 
Our position in the face of the trick­
ery of colonialists, by insisting that 
America should support the democratic 
cause instead of the French or Bao-Dai 
and so on. 

The government we have is good, al­
though it is not perfect. But we can 
make it better, by helping it and by 
improving ourselves. It 1s by helping 
and not waiting to be helped,by shoul­
dering as large a part of the national 
responsibility as possiLle and not 
seeking to thrust it onto other shoul­
ders that we shall have the goverrrnent 

(Continued on page 8 ) 



no more than twenty years ago our 
mothers still cherished the ambition of 
preparing us, their daughters,to become 
wives and mothers within the tradition_ 
al framework of Conficius'double prin­
ciple of Three~old Obedience and the 
Four Virtues. 

THREEFOLD OBEDIENCE. 

A Vietnamese girl living at home is 
expected to give complete obedience to 
her Father • Although this obedience is 
far-reaching it is no hardship as the 
father's authority is not oppressive 
and a daughter will trust his jud&ment 
and wisdom. Even when it is a question 
of' accepting the husband chosen f'or her 
by her parents the daughter is expected 
to comply , for ,according to the old 
saying : II ~~here my parents set me there 
shall I stay." 

Once married however , a woman owes 
obedience to her husband in all things. 
To the Vietnamese wife the husband is a 
protector who should assure her and her 
children of security and happiness and 
consequently she OWes him affection and 
submission • The !'ule of conjugal life 
1s:" Husband proclaims, ~'life acclaims." 

If she become a wldoH a Vietn'1mese 
woman OIoles obedience to her eldest son 
who will take the father's place in the 
househOld,.",!! nd assume the responsioility 
of lookinr:niis mother, and his trothers 
and siste~s • His responsibility ma}~p-s 
it necessary for his widowed mother to 
surrend~r to him some part of her au­
thority thus leaving him the freedom of 
action his position demands. 

THE FOm VIRTUilS. 

But the Vietnamese woman is not a 
slave to those she obeys. 
In order to observe this prlnclple of 
~reefold Obedience and , at the same 
t1m8, command the respect and affection 
of those to whom she owes it, the Viet­
nQM8Se girl is instructed from her 
youth in the Four Virtues. 

T'ne first of these is DILIGEHCE.She 
must excel in all the domestic crafts: 
sewinrj , cookin:~ , house-keeping, garde­
nin~'" ~nd the direction of her servants. 
Som~' would learn a trade such as 1;'lea­
ving, or an art such as painting'l music 
or flOlver arrangement • Those wiLl. ont­
standin" intellect'clal abili t:[ "ould 
limit their study to poetry aml history 

The second vlrtue that she rr..ust ac­
qulre governs her COrlFORI-1:21~T • She must 
bear herself with modesty and ser1ous­
ness , always courteous and gracious, 
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friendly and attentive to others • She 
should dress simply and be "'ell-c;roomed 
and behave with great reserve and diS­
nity. 

Thirdly s"e should ta'{e pllins with 
her SPEEGH. Our language i" an art ~nd, 
to be charming, the Vietnamese girl 
should learn this art of speech • She 
must speak gently, slowly Hnd ,;1 th 
kindness ,refrainins from all hurtful 
words that mi<;ht wound the feelin:£s of 
others • 30m3 old proverbs of the coun­
try illustrate the importance given to 
gentle speech. 
"A swoed may have two edges but the 
tongue has a hundred. II 
tI Good words cost no money, why not Use 
them to give joy and happiness to o­
thers? It 
"Chew When you ellt , think when you 
speak. " 

The fourth and most important of 
the virtues required of tile Vietnqmese 
woman governs her CONDUCT.Eer happiness 
depends on this,and there is an old saw 
which says that" the children happiness 
deri ves from their mother I s virtues It. 
Only virtuous girls and women are res­
Dected and loved • Free love is incon_ 
ceivable \-lith such a code of behe.vior 
in our society and even flirtatIon is 
not allmfed • 'I"nere is only one form of 
love permissiole; that H},ich leads to 
:narriaGe. 

Such .... 19.8, until tIl€! war ,our mo­
thers f training and ti1eir "!lndj sputed 
role in our society • tIm',-ever ,the dis­
orders brou3l:t aiJout by war, the dOUble 
FrRnco-Japanese domination ;tne evaCUa­
tion of L'Tban centers; the mass exodus 
of the Northern POpulation ; the large 
scale expa tri~ tIon of youns intellectcl_ 
als to "<ed China and Soviet Ruscia on 
the one hand, and to Mestern Europe and. 
North America on tile othe::-' h.qnci, have 
shaken irremediably our traditional fa­
mily and national structure , affectinG 
the lives of millions of Vietn.l1ese wo­
men. 

Durine; the last decf!.de , the dauSh­
t~rs of Viet-Nam have been rapidly e­
mancipatin,s themselves from the tradi­
tional order. rhey h8.ve broken into the 
public social life of th- n.tion,takin; 
9qrt in civil and mjlitary orsaniza_ 
tions • In South Viet-lif.'3.ID l'l.A.C.'s Are 
as numerous IlS are C;irJ-propaga:!1dists 
in the :-Jorth • A great number have 8Pl­

brqced the liLeral proi'es3-ions and. a 
womRn ~octor or Lawyer is no longer a 
rarity. 

(Con t im'.ed on page 16) 



IN TllS BEGINNING (1615-1645) 

11) hen Spanish missionaries followed 
Christopher Columbus to start their ac­
tivities in this new continent of Ameri 
ca ,Portuguese missionaries also fol­
lowed their national flags to evangel i­
~e the old continent of Asia , of which 
India, China and Japan were their first 
objectives. 

Up to 1614,Vietnam , still known as 
Annam,situated midway between India and 
Japan , had not been an important place 
so far as missionary activities were 
concerned • But that date which marked 
the beginning of a long persecution in 
Japan, also marked the beginning of 
the Catholic Church in Viet Nam.Crowded 
with some ninety missionaries recently 
expelled from Japan,the Jesuit house of 
the Province of Japan in Macao looked 
southward for a new mission field and 
found Annam promising enough for their 
activities. Two missionaries were sent 
in the very next year, 1615. They were 
Father Frank Bu~omi, a Portuguese , and 
Father Diego Carvalho , an Italian ,who 
would soon go back to Japan only to 
receive Nartyrdom. 

The Jesuits met here not some Ame­
rican nomad tribe, but an organi~ed na­
tion,which could be historically traced 
back to the second century B.C. It waS 
temporarily divided between two rival 
lords due to the weakness of the Le dy­
nasty,and the two missionaries happened 
to be in the southern part under the 
lord Sai Vuong (1613-1635). With their 
traditional tactics, friend-ship was 
quickly made between them and the rule~ 
In the province of Qui-Nhon, the gover­
nor ordered a house to be built for Fa­
ther Buzomi, who was invited to ride on 
the most beautiful elephants of the go­
vernor on the day he moved to the new 
house. At Hue, the capital of the south 
the Jesuits soon bapti~ed a lady in the 
lord's palace, a lady who waS going to 
be an influential person for the Church 
in the year to come. 

With the great success achieved in 
the south, the Jesuits in Macao wanted 
to extend their activities further to 
the north ,Father Alexander de Rhodes 
was sent there in 1627.The story of his 
first meeting with the Vietnamese 
people sounds somewhat like that of St. 
Paul at Athens • It was at the port Cua 
Bang. The sight of the Portuguese ships 
attracted a good crowd of people , who 
were all curious to see the goods c~ 
ried out from the shipS. F~ Alexander 
de Rhodes did not want to miss the op-
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portunity. He hurried out and mingled 
among the crowd. In their own language 
he told them that he possessed a thing 
much more precious than all those goods 
before their eyes, that is the "chan­
dao"( the true religion) the true way 
of happiness. His easy use of the:!r 
native tongue surprised them, because 
they did not know that he had spent 
three yaars in the south; neither did 
they know that he was the one who was 
going to work out the Latinization of 
their writing. The effect of that first 
contact was that two literati were con­
verted to Christianity,Two months later 
the Jesuit became already the adminis-

Catholic Cathedral of Phat-Diem 

trator of a mission of some 200 faith­
ful. Father Alexander de Rhodes offered 
the Lord Trinh Trang a horologe, which 
he had probably never seen before, and 
a gilt-edged book of mathematics. Trinh 
Trang Was so pleased that he ordered a 
house built for him. In the same year 
the missionary baptized the King's sis­
ter and 1200 persons. Two theusands and 
two thousand five hundred more Vietnam­
ese were recieved into the Church in 
the two following years. The neophytes' 
devotion is clearly shown in Father Al­
exander's diary, where he states that 
some had walked for fifteen days to see 
him in the capital of Hanoi. 

Two obstacles, however, emerged to 
prevent the Gospel'success. The first 
one was that many people considered the 
new religion an irreverence towards the 
their ancestors. The second one, not too 
common, yet more influential, was that 
Buddhist bonzes and eunuchs, seeing the 
new religion as a danger for the 
living, spread slander about the Catho­
lics among the people and the lord Trinh 
Trang's household. ~ne result was 



that, only after three years working in 
the north, Fr. Alexander de Rhodes was 
forced to leave the country. That hap­
pened in the year 1630. He did go back 
to Hanoi once more, but only to be seen 
by Trinh Trang and then was expelled 
from the north forever. 

During his last sojourn in Hanoi, 
however, j<'r. Alexander de Rhodes left 
behind him a group of agents, who were 
gOing to be a dynamic force in main­
taining the growth of the Church.Thio 
was the institution of the catechists. 
His three Vietn8mese assistants, Frank, 
Andrew, and Ignatius were secretly con 
voked before an f'ssembly of the faith­
ful, where they made their three vows, 
namely, not to mar~y,to keep their alms 
in common and to Obey the appointed su­
perior until another priest came to 
take care of them. After the ceremony, 
Alexander received from the faithful, a 
letter to Pope Urban Vlll, in which he 
read their promise to remain steadfast 
in the ~'ai th as taught by the Jesuit 
fathers. 

For a long period of years after 
Alexander's departure the Church in the 
Norht was deprived of priests, but sur­
prisingly, this Institution of the Ca­
techists was able to keep it growing 
continously, within one year (1630-31), 
the catechists bapti~ed 3,340 persons, 
and built up 20 new mission churches. 
In 1639, a report gave account of 82, 
500 Catholies, 100 big churches and 210 
small ones. By 1641, the Catholics po­
pUlation in the north had risen to 108, 
OOO! 

When Fr. Alexander de Rhodes left 
the north, he immediately went to the 
south. The situation of the Church 
down here was not much better. Factors 
similar to those we have previously 
mentioned, had turned the !'ormer friend 
ship with the rulers into distrust and 
persecutions. The apostle of the Viet­
namese had the opportunity to witness 
the death of the Vietnamese protomartyr 
the catechist 'lndrew, who was beheaded 
on Julv 26 ltiJ+. ~,hen the go"ernor of 
Qui Nhon called on the Catholics in the 
territory to deny the Faith, 700persons 
dared appear. Before such firmness of 
Catholic Faith, the governor could not 
help but release all of them. Such a 
manifestation was of course a consola­
tion for the missionary as long as he 
was still able to serve the faithful 
But the decree of 164) was a definite 
one, Alexander de Rhodes was absolutely 
banned from the country, and whoever 
dared to bring him back WOQld be be­
headed! 

There was no report about the Ca­
tholic population in the south at the 
time of his leaving, but we kno>l f Qr 
sure that ten years before that, it was 
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already 40,000. Later in August 1650,Fr 
Alexander de Rhodes asked Rome for the 
help necessary for the care of 300,000 
souls; that included, of course, both 
the north and the south, At any rate, 
the growth of the Church in the entire 
country was to him and his headquarters 
in Macao a serious problem,wlrlch they 
were unable to solve. On July 27, 1649, 
we find Alexander de Rhodes in Rome. He 
told the Sacred Congregation of the 
Propagation of the Faith here that the 
number of the Annamese Catholics was 
increasing yearly by 15,000; there must 
be at leat 300 priests for their care 
Looking further into the future, if the 
Church in Annam were not to fall apart 
as in Japan, there must be competent 
bishops to establish a strong native 
clergy. 

Row did Ro"''' respond to the problem? 
That is an interesting and also a com­
plicated story, which lies beyond the 
scope of this short article. We only 
want to sum up here by saying that with 
the untiring labours of Father Alexan­
der de Rhodes, the Church in Vietnam 
certainly had a definite beginning.More 
developments had yet to come to bring 
her into maturity. It was not until the 
Vigil of Easter in 1668 that the first 
Vietnamese was ordained a priest; not 
until the 20th century that the first 
Vietnamese bishop was consecrated; A 
couple more centuries of persecutions 
had still to come,in which some 100,000 
Vietnamese had yet to sacrifice their 
lives for the holy Faith. But what has 
been laid down by the early Jesuit mis­
sionaries up to the time of Father Al­
exander de Rhodes can be said to be the 
beginning of the Catholics Church in 
Vietnam, and what is to come after can 
be said to flow from that origin as 
fruits from tree. The Vietnamese say 
in a maxim: "An qua nho ke trong cay" 
(whoever eats the fruits shall remember 
the one who planted the tree). Now that 
some of the first fruits of Catholicism 
in Vietnam have been seen, let me con­
clude this article with a salute to the 
Jesuit missionaries from Macao, especi­
ally to Father Alexander de Rhodes, who 
certainly merits the title of the Apoet 
-Ie of Vietnam. 

Re.A. DOAN CAO LY 
Mount Angel Seminary, 
Oregon 

VVANTE;O 
A new electric mimeograph machine 

(costs $367.95) 
One office typewriter. 

Any contributions will be deeply ap­
preciated. 



OPERATION SCHOLARSHI P 
In the current struggle to win Asia 

to freedom or tot~litarianismt Viet-;~am 
sta~ds out ns a pivotal area on 'iJhich 
the entire southeast portion of' this 
continent could be swung. A glance at a 
map of' Southeast Asia is sl'f'f'icie:lt to 
indicate how easily Viet-Nam might 
of'f'er a curnig road for communism into 
Laos, Ca'llbodia, Thailand, Halaya, and 
ultimately into Indonesia. American 
aid, undeniably vi tal to f'ree South 
Viet-Ham, is G(merally considered in 
terms of Government loans, technical 
assistance, or relief' programs. Actual­
ly,f'or several years, in Rn unpublici -
zed way a number of' universities and 
colleges thro'lVlout the United States 
have been engaged in a typo of' American 
aid to the Vietnarne se which is best 
measured by its f'ruitf'ul results. This 
is the practice of' granting scholarship 
to worthy Vietnamese students to do ei­
ther undergraduate or gradHate work in 
American institutions of' higher learn­
ing. In such a program, young students 
who have not yet specialized can spend 
from three to f'ive ye"re in their f'or­
mal tralning and also gain an invalua­
ble experience as participants in Ame­
rican culture. 

It was in 19$0, while the war still 
raged in Vietna'll, that the f'irst such 
group of' Vietnamese stUdents came to 
the United States to study. Father Em­
manuel Jacques, a Belgian priest who 
had spent some seven years in Vietnam, 
deserves the credit as initiator and,in 
a sense, the perpetuator of' this move _ 
ment.This group spread out to colleges 
and universities where they had been 
given scholarships to study in f'ields 
ranging f'rom soil conservation to socia 
-logy.Many of' them took part- time jobs 
to support themselves and practically 
all worked f'ull time in summer to save 
money for the following year. In order 
to maintaln cont'lct I;!th one another, 
they f'ormed the Vietnamese Catholic 
StUdent Association in America. ibis 
or8anization, with its monthly p~bllca­
tion, has served to build up group so­
lidarity and helped clarif'y the aims of' 
individual students. It enabled them to 
discuss the problems of' their country 
and define their f'uture roles 8S retur­
ning stUdents. It contributed to their 
SOlng home more dedlcated than mot iva­
t~d • 

Wi th the Geneva Conf'erence in Hay, 
1')54, some of' these students had al­
ready returned to Vletnam where they 
immediately filled positions important 
to the new republic f'orming south of' 
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the 17th parallel. Hef'u8ess were pour­
ing into South Viet-Nam subsequent to 
the partition and the mAny students 
among them sorely needed quarters and 
schools. Returned students trained in 
education were well prepared to meet 
the situation. Programs f'or economic 
development quickly absorbed returned 
economists, agronomists, and engineers. 
The budding government make good use of' 

Ref'ugees f'rom the Communist 
regime of' the North f'lee in 
f'limsy raf'ts. 

returned students trained in political 
science. Finally, American agencies in 
Viet-Nam have f'ound these returned Viet 
namese students invaluable in research 
f'or assistance programs. Since the es­
tablishment of' the Republic of' South 
Viet-Nam in 19$;;, the - need f'or these 
trained people has increased a thou­
sandfold. They are the leaven of' the 
growing Vietnamese democracy. 

To describe this in the past tense 
is highly inappropriate. Vietnamese 
students still are coming to stUdy on 
scholarchips provided by American col­
leges and universIties and thore is a 
continual movement of' graduated stu­
dents back to Viet-Nam to fill jobs f'or 
which they were trained. In terms of' 
present '1nd anticipated needs, hmiever, 
this is trickle compared to the poten­
tial stream of' stUdents that could be 
coming here to study and work. As it is 
the task of' maitaining this trickle 
requires the f'ull attention and energy 
of' Father Jacques and hIs small staf'f' • 
One ml!;ht suggest that the govermnent 

(Continued on page 16) 
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~e thought our readers would like 
to know how some of the Vietnamese who 
have profited from the educational fa­
cilities here, are using that,now that 
they are back home. 

14iss :,; 

Nr. 
* 

Nr. 
* 

.i'.'lr. 

Rev. 

Nr. 
* 

Er. 
* 

Hiss 
* 

Rev. 

Rev. 
* 

Hiss 
* 

NGUYEN NHU CAU - Teaching. 
B.A., St. Xavier College, Chicago. 
(Education) . 
DO TRONG CHU - Commissariat for 
the refugees. 
B.A., St. Thomas College,St. Paul. 
Georgetown University. 
(Political Sciences). 
TRUONG BOO DIEN - Ninistry of 
Education. 
B.S., Assumption College, \Undsor. 
E.A., University of Detroit. 
(Political Sciences). 
NGUYEN GIA HIEN­
Economic Affairs. 

Ministry of 

B.A., Carroll College, Helena. 
H.A., Washineton State University. 
(Economics) . 
TRru~ KIEM - Teaching. 
B.S., Iona College, New Rochelle 
h.S., Fordham University. 
(Physics) . 
HUYNH VAN LANG - Director, Office 
of Foreign Currency. 
B.A., College St. Lallrent,Nontreal 
1>i.A., Universite Laval, Quebec. 
(],;conomics) . 
TRru~ LONG - Office of the National 
Budget. 
B.A., University of Portland. 
I:l.A., Syracuse University. 
(Economics) . 
NGUYEN i'iUNG - Dept. of 
B.S., ,Iisconsin State 
1',. S., Illinois State 
(Agronomy) . 

AGriculture. 
University. 
University. 

NGUYilll KY }JY - Social and Catholic 
Action. 
B.S., St. Xavier College, Chicago. 
?.:;:. A., De Paul University. 
(Sducation). _ 
NGUYSN I'iHlH NFJlT - Teaching. 
r,,,A., Ottawa University, Canada. 
(History) • 
NGUn:N NGOC Oru~H - Parish c'lork. 
St. r"~einrad Seminary, Indiana. 
I,I.A., Loyola University, Chicago. 
(Sociology) . 
I.GUYEN THI OANH - Ii.C. \T.C. in 
Saigon. 
B.A., Viterbo College, La Crosse. 
l,-.lisconsin. 
("ociology) • 

Rev. 
* 
Hr. 
* 

Miss 
* 

IVliss 

* 

Rev. 

~lr. 

* 

Mrs. 
* 

j'lr • 

* 

Dr. 

Mrs. 

Rev. 
* 

Rev. 

,. 

TRAN NGOC PHAN - Teaching. 
N.A.,Canisius College,Buffalo,N.Y. 
(Education) • 
TRUONG DINH PHU - Teaching in a 
College of Agriculture. 
De Paul University. 
N.A., Illinois State University. 
( Agronomy) . 
VO HONG PHUC - National School of 
Public Administration. 
B.A., Barat College, Lake Forest. 
I'i.A., University of Chicago. 
(Sociology) • 
NGUYEN THI QUYT - Director of a 
State High School. 
B.A., Marian College. 
N.A., Loyola University, Chicaeo. 
(Education) • 
DO HUU TAl"! - Teaching. 
~1.A., John Carroll University, 
Cleveland. 
(History) • 
NGUYEN THAI - Dept. of Information 
B.A., University of Portland. 
!>i.A., Cornell University. 
(Publiic Administration). 
NGUYEN THAI - (Neuyen Tuyet Mai) 
Voluntary Social Action. 
B. A., liazareth College, Kalamazoo. 
(History) . 
BUI KIEN THANH - Office of Foreign 
Currency. 
St. John's U., Collegeville, r(inn. 
B.S., Columbia University. 
(Business) • 
NGUYEN Vru~ THO - Public Health. 
D.D.S., Northwestern University. 
North Carolina University. 
NGUYEN VAN THO -(Phan Nguyet Hinh) 
B.A., Nazareth College, Rochester, 
I~l.Y. 

~l.A., New York University. 
(Sociology) • 
VU DUC TRINH - Teaching. 
B.A., St. Louis University. 
M.A., Georgetown University. 
(Sociology) . 
TRI}lH CONG TRONG - Teaching. 
St. Francis College. 
(Bnelish) • 

~Former member of the Vietnamese Catho­
lic Student AssOCiation in America. 
All axcept ~~. Neuyen Thai were sponso­
red by the Vietnamese Catholic >'duca-
tional Program. ~ 



'MV5TORY OF UtET }JAM 
207 B.C. 

Foundation of the kingdom of Nam­
Viet by TRIEU DA. 

III B.C. - 939 A.D. 
~he first Chinese domination. The 
kingdom conquered by Han ','/ou-ti 
passed under Chinese rule for more 
than ten centuries. During that 
long period several attempts were 
made to drive out the Chinese. A­
mong the most venerated national 
heroes: 

40 A.D. 
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The TR0NG SISTERS (Trung Trac and 
TRUNG NHI), the Joans of Arc of 
Viet-Nam, defeated the Chinese army 
and reiGned Over the country for 2 
years. Vietnamese patriotism has 
always considered the two sisters 
as a symbol of the struggle against 
foreign domination. 

TRIEU AU,a Vietnamese girl of twen­
ty three, raised an army against 
the oppressive Chinese administra­
tion. She used to ride elephantback 
to command her men. She killed her­
self after 6 months of hard fight­
ing. 

939 - 944 
ousted 

country 
The NGO Dynasty. NGO QUYEN 
the Chinese in 939 and the 
recovered its independence. 

944 - 967 

968 

Period of internecine 1'lar between 
the different feudal sects. 

980 
The DINH dynasty, DINH BO LINH suc­
ceeded in unifying the country. He 
was assassinated in 979, after an 
eleven-year reign. 

981 - 1009 
The first LE Dynasty. In 983, issue 
of the first national currency(cop­
per coin). 

1010 - 1225 
The LY Dynasty. The capital was es­
tab1is~in Thang-Long (Hanoi) for 
the first time. 
In 1084, delimitation of the Chin_ 
ese-Vietnamese boundaries. 

1225 - 1413 
The TRAN D~nasty. The country got 
more terr~tory by anne~ing Khmer 
districts in the South. The' Mongo­
l~an troops which invaded the coun­
try were rebuffed by the Vietnamese 
army under the command of prince 
8nd generalissimo THAN HUNG DAO. 

1413 - 1427 
The second Chinese domina.tion. Gue­
rilla organized by LE LOI, the hero 
of Lam-son, assisted by an inte11i-
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gent and competent staff. The Chi­
nese general Wang T'ong surrendered 
at Chi-lang in 1427. 

1428 - 1788 

1615 

The second LE Dynasty. Promulgation 
of the Civil Law Code known as the 
Hong-duc Code in 1453. 

Christianity was brought in by Je­
suit Fathers. 

1620 

1651 

In fact the country was partitioned 
from 1620 into 2 parts ,;i th the Ri­
ver Gianh (North of the 17th paral­
lel) as demarcation line: the TRINH 
Occupied the North, the NGUYEN the 
South. The LE exerted buta fictive 
authority. 

Invention of the present Vietnamese 
writing, --latinization of Chinese 
characters-- by Father Alexandre de 
Rhodes. 

1687 
The Capital was transfered to Hue, 
Central Viet-Nam. 

1788 - 1802 
The TAY SON Dynasty. Although inde­
pendence was achieved since the 
tenth century, the struggle against 
China still was not over. 
In 1789, QUANG TRUNG whom most his­
torians compare with NAPOLEON BONA­
PARTE, won over the Chinese troops 
a glorious victory at the heights 
of Dong-da. Thousands of Chinese 
officers and soldiers were captured 
or killed. 

1802 - 1945 

1867 

The NGUYEN Dynasty. GIA LONG, the 
first king of the Nguyen, reunified 
the country in 1802 and named it 
Viet-Nam. The last of the dynasty, 
BAO DAI,abdicated in 1945. This pe­
riod was characterized by the end 
less struggle against the French. 

1884 

The Southern part of Viet-Nam (Co­
chinchina)was made a French colony. 

1893 

The Treaty of Hue established a 
l"rench protectorate over all of 
North and Central Viet-Nam. 

PHAl~ DINH PHUNG, a scholar, direct­
ed the struggle for two years. 

1890 - 1913 
HOANG HOA THAN (known as DE THAN) 
led guerrilla in the mountains of 
North Viet-Nam. 

(Continued on page 16) 



r 
1916 

1912 

A group of scholars and mandarins, 
led by TRAN CAO VAN and Emperor DUY 
TANJ organized a revolt aimed at 
taking over the Citadel of Hue and 
disarming the }'rench.The conspiracy 
was k~own to the French authorities 
ana DUY TAN was deported to the is­
land of Reunion in the Indian Ocean 
where his father Emperor THANH THAI 
was also sent. 

PHAN BOI CHAU organi7.ed the Phuc­
Quoc Party, inspired and directed 
the underground revolutionary move­
ment in Viet-Nam. 

1930 
The year of terror. An uprising 
aimed at taking over tho North fail 
ed. Thousands of Vietnamese pea­
sants were cruelly massacred becRu­
se of the }<'rench troops bombing cmd 
shelling the countryside. NGUYEN 
]'HAI HOC and twelve of his compa­
nions died on the guillotine in Ju­
ne 1930, crying "Viet-Nam". 

3 - 9 - 1945 
The Jap2.nese coup took away the can 
trol of Vi8t-Narn from I"rance. Viet­
l';iam was proclaimed independent "wi_ 
thin the bloc of Greater Asia". 

8 - 19 - 1945 
1'he Viet-minh Revolution. Establish­
ment of the Democratic Republic of 
Viet-Naill. HO CHI MIN!! was elected 
President by the National Assembly. 
BAO DAI abdicated and was appointed 
Supreme Advisor to the Republic. 

12 - 19 - 1946 
\~ar broke out between France and 
Viet-Nam. 

3 - 8 - 1949 
'rhc Elysee Accords signed on March 
8 recognized the independence of the 
State of Viet-Nam"within the }'rench 
Union". BAO DAI declared himself 
Chief of State. 

5- 17 - 1954 
Disaster of Dien-bien-Phu 

7- 21 - 1954 
The Geneva Agreements decided the 
partition of Viet-Naill in 2 parts, 
with the 17th parallel as demarca­
tion line. 

10 - 25 - 1955 
Establishment of the Republic of 
Viet-Naill. Premier NGO DIN!! DIEN be­
came her first President. 

PHAM DANG Sm1 

OP6~ A<f>ION fCBO(;QR~lil() 
(Co!ltinued from pase 13 ) 

or a large foc:ndatio!l assume the re­
SPOS:l bili ty of bringi:lg Vietnamese stu­
de!lts to the United States. It would be 
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easier, to be sure, but in doing th"lt, 
the meaningful effort of this program 
would be lost, unless the govern~ent or 
the foundation cooperate with the indi­
vidu,l colleges and universities to as-
8nmB rAsponsibl1i ty in extending a 
scholarship to a Vietnamese student, 
thus enabling him to come here and have 
the opportunity to earn his own educa­
tion. It is their contribution to the 
cause of freedom in Southeast Asia. It 
is their opportunity to help realize 
the goal of education not only to build 
a better society, but also to build, 
better world. 

GERARD C. HICKEY 

~~~tctu~~lO ) 
Such unsual circumtances have obli­

ged many women to live an independent 
life , and all signs point to a deep 
evolution • The question that faces us 
is : " Is t!:lis evolution a healthy one? 
'llill Vietnamese women ,in doine; away 
with the past ,accept a Ii berating 
emancipation or will they move toward a 
collective ree;imentation of themselves 
and their daughters? Havine; before 
their eyes the picture of what their 
European and Asian sisters have become, 
and what it cost them, will they be able 
to find a happy balance between tradi­
tIon and progress which will safeguard 
their place in the home and build for 
them a position in Vietnamese society? 

In my humble opinion there is an 
answer to this challenge of our time. 
There 1s a solution that was found ef­
fective by the Western nations in their 
struggle from oppression to freedom, 
From the Dark Age into present-day ci­
vilization • It is a philosophy that e­
rnqncipated the woman yet safeguards the 
home , that auproves the principles of 
Conf'lciqnism and condemns liberall indi­
vidualism as well as Narxist collecti­
vism • It is a philosophy that respects 
tradition yet welcomes prosress , and 
which teaches love, instead of the Con­
fucianist conception of duty , as the 
basis of human relations • This answer 
to our problem , this solution to our 
changing social order , this philosophy 
of human rie;hts, this religion of love 
is Chri.tianity itself. 

Miss PHO 
Student 
Ermnanuel 

THI G IA KllAllII 
in Sioloe;y at 
Coll. Boston 


