


























cisco. This was the earliest demonstration of the
adaptability of aircraft to shipboard operations.

¢ First Appropriation of Funds—4 Mar 1911-The
first funds specifically for naval aviation were appro-
priated, giving $25,000 to the Bureau of Navigation
for “experimental work in the development of aviation
for naval purposes.”

® NavAir's Official Birthday—8 May 1911-CAPT
W. 1. Chambers, “officer in charge of naval aviation,”
prepared to order two Curtiss biplanes. This date has
come to be considered as the official birthday of naval
aviation.

¢ Catapult Launching—12 Nov 1912—-The first suc-
cessful launching of an airplane by catapult was made
at the Washington Navy Yard by LT Ellyson in the
A-3.

¢ Formal Training Begins—6 Jan 1913—The entire
aviation element of the Navy arrived at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, and set up the Aviation Camp on Fisher-
man’s Point for its first operations with the Fleet.

® First Aviation Fatality—-20 Jun 1913—-ENS W, D.
Billingsley, piloting the B-2 at 1600 feet over the
water near Annapolis, was thrown from the plane and
fell to his death, the first fatality of naval aviation.

® Aviation Receives New Emphasis—10 Jan 1914—
Secretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels, announced
that “the science of aerial navigation has reached that
point where aircraft must form a large part of our
naval force for offensive and defensive operations.”

® Aeronautics Division Formed—1 Jul 1914—Avia-
tion was formally recognized with the establishment
of an Office of Naval Aeronautics in the Division of
Operations under the Secretary of the Navy.

® NC-4 Crosses Atlantic—27 May 1919—The NC-4,
commanded by LCDR A. C. Read, landed in the har-
bor at Lisbon, Portugal, completing the first crossing
of the Atlantic by air.

® Langley Commissioned—-20 Mar 1922—vuss Lang-
ley (CV 1), converted from the collier Jupiter, was
placed in commission as the first carrier at Norfolk.

¢ All-Metal Plane—25 Apr 1922—The first all-metal
airplane, the ST-1 twin-engine torpedo plane, made
its initial flight.

® First Carrier Takeoff—17 Oct 1922—The first car-
rier takeoff in the Navy was made by LT V. C. Griffin
in a Vought VE-7SF from uss Langéy.

® First Carrier Landing—-26 Oct 1922—-LCDR G.
deC. Chevalier, flying an Aeromarine, made the first
landing aboard uss Langley while underway off Cape
Henry.

® Squadron Deployed—22 Jan 1925—VF Squadron
2, the first trained to operate as a squadron from a car-
rier, began practice on Langley off San Diego.

® Ranger Keel-26 Sep 1931—The keel for uss
Ranger (CV 4), first ship of the Navy designed and
constructed as a carrier, was laid at Newport News.

® Underway Refueling Test—13 Jun 1939—uss Sara-
toga (CV 3) and the tanker uss Kanawha (AO 1)
completed a two-day underway refueling test. This
technique was to prove vitally important to operations
in areas where bases were not available.
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® First Enemy Warship Sunk—10 Dec 1941—Air-
craft from uss Enterprise {CV 8) attacked and sank
the Japanese submarine 1-170 in waters north of the
Hawaiian Islands. This was the first Japanese com-
batant ship sunk by the U. 8. during World War IL

® Offensive Carrier Operations—1 Feb 1942—Task
Forces 8 and 17, built around the carriers uss Enter-
prise and uss Yorktown (CV 5), effected the first car-
rier operations in the Marshall and Gilbert Islands.

® German U-Boat Sunk—1 Mar 1942—-ENS William
Tepuni, piloting a PBO, attacked and sank the U-656,
the first German submarine sunk by U. 8§, forces in
World War 1L

* Doolittle Raid—18 Apr 1942—From a position 668
miles from Tokyo, the carrier uss Homet (CV 8)
launched 16 B-25s, led by LCOL Jimmy Doolittle, for
the first attack on the Japanese homeland.

® First ‘No Sight' Engagement—4-8 May 1942—In
the first engagement in history fought without oppos-
ing shg)s making visual contact, U. S. carrier forces
stopped a Japanese attempt to land troops at Port
Moresby by tuming back the covering carrier force.

® First (and only) Airship Lost in War—18 Jul 1943
—The airship K-74, while on night patrol off the Flor-
ida coast, attacked a surfaced U-boat and in the gun
duel which followed was hit and brought down—the
only U. S. airship lost to enemy action in World War
II.

® First Night Battle—24 and 26 Nov 1943-The
first use of night fighters from carriers took place on
24 Nov 1943 during the Gilbert Islands campaign.
On the first occasion, no intercepts were made but on
the second {26 Nov), a team of fighters engaged the
enemy in the first aerial battle of its type.

® Helo Pilot Training Begun—1 Jan 1944—On this
date a helicopter pilot training program was begun
by the Coast Guard, then part of the Navy, at Floyd
Bennett Field.

® Rockets Fired at U-Boats—11 Jan 1944—The first
attack with forward-firing rockets was made against
a German U-boat by two TBF-1Cs from the carrier
uss Block Island (CVE 21).

® Shipboard Test of Jet—21 Jul 1946--In the first
test of the adaptability of jet aircraft to shipboard
operations, an FD-1 Phantom made successful land-
ings and takeoffs from the carrier vss Franklin D.
Roosevelt (CVB 42).

¢ First Korean Air Kills-3 Jul 1950—Carrier air-
craft went into action in Korea. This was the first
combat test for the F-9F Panther and the AD Sky-
raider and also marked the first Navy kills in aerial
combat, as F-9F pilots shot down two enemy planes
on their first strike over Pyongyang.

¢ Angled Deck Concept-26-29 May 1952—The
feasibility of the angled deck comcept was demon-
strated in tests conducted on a simulated angled deck
aboard vss Midway (CVB 41) by pilots flying both
jet and propeller aircraft.

® Missile Squadron Deployment—12 Mar. 1956
Attack Squadron 83, equipped with Cutlass aircraft
and Sparrow I missiles, é)eparted Norfolk aboard
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uss Intrepid (CV 11) for Mediterranean duty on the
first overseas deployment of a Navy missile squadron.

® All- Weather Landing System—12 Aug 1957—An
F-3D Skyknight landed on board uss Antietam (CVA
36) at sea off Pensacola using the Automatic Carrier
Landing System. This landing began the first ship-
board test of the system designed to bring planes
aboard in all weather conditions without help from
the pilot. Although the landing research was to con-
tinue for years, this was a landmark in the program.

® Keel Laid for Nuclear Carrier—4 Feb 1958—The
keel of the world’s first nuclear-powered aircraft car-
rier, uss Enterprise (CVAN 65), was laid at New-
port News.

® Astronauts Selected—9 Apr 1959—Four Navy-
trained aviators, including one Marine~LCOL John
H. Glenn, USMC, LCDR Alan B. Shepard, LCDR
Walter M. Schirra and LT M. Scott Carpenter—were
among the seven men selected as prospective astro-
nauts under Project Mercury.

¢ End of an Era—31 Aug 1962—The passing of an
era was marked at NAS Lakehurst by the last flight
of a Navy airship. The flight also marked the end of
a years service by two airships kept in operation
after the discontinuance of the lighter-than-air pro-
gram, This ended the 45-year LTA saga which began
with DN-1, the Navy’s first airship.

¢ “Hands Off' Carrier Landings—13 Jun 1963~
An F-4A Phantom and an F-8D Crusader made the
first fully automatic carrier landings with production
equipment onboard uss Midway (CVA 41}, highlight-
ing almost 10 years of research and development.

® VertRep Becomes Reality—28 Feb 1964—A heli-
copter made the first landing on the deck of the
combat stores ship uss Mars (AFS 1) off the Cali-
fornia coast. Although the concept of vertical re-
plenishment had been discussed and tested as early
as 1959, commissioning of Mars provided the first
real opportunity to incorporate the helo into the
Fleet logistic support system.

® Aviation Hall of Fame--17 Dec 1964—CDR T. G.
Ellyson, Naval Aviator No. 1, was enshrined in the
National Aviation Hall of Fame at Dayton, Ohio—
the first naval officer to be so honored.

® Carrier Aircraft In-Country Missions Against Viet
Cong Positions—15 Apr 1965-Carrier pilots of the
Seventh Fleet joined in-country missions in the Repub-
lic of Vietnam with a strike against Viet Cong posi-
tions, Carrier action against North Vietnamese at sea
began 2 Aug 1964.

® First Man on Moon—20 Jul 1969-Apollc 11
Astronaut Neil A. Armstrong, Navy-trained and a
veteran Naval aviator tumed test pilot, became the
first man to walk on the surface of the moon. Astro-
nauts Edwin E. Aldrin, Jr., USAF, and Michael Col-
lins, USAF, were the other members of the Apollo 11.

® Ice Reconnaissance for Manhattan—8 Sep 1969—
As part of Project Birdseye—an Arctic ice-survey mis-
sion—Oceanographic Development Squadron 8 pro-
vided ice surveillance for 58 Manhattan during the
ship’s historic voyage from the East Coast of the U.S.
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to Alaska through the ice-packed Northwest Passa%z;
¢ All-Navy Apollo Crew—24 Nov 1969—The Apo
12 astronauts, an all-Naval Aviator crew of Richard
F. Gordon, Jr., Charles Conrad, Jr,, and Alan L. Bean,
were recovered by HS-4 off the carrier uss Hornet.

NEw 440-page book—"United States Naval Avia-

tion 1910-1970,” NavAir 00-80P-1—contains
summary narratives on each decade, over 2000 indi-
vidual chronologically dated items, and 13 appendices
covering over 100 pages. The paper-bound book,
priced at $4, is available from the Superintendent of
Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20402.

Navy’s Efforts in Space

VER-aLL the Navy has made some very signifi-
cant contributions to the nation’s space pro-
gram. Here are some of the more important
highlights of the Nav{s s(}i)ace efforts,
® The Navy has the distinction of being the
largest single contributor in the U. S. astronaut pro-
gram. Of the 73 Eas’c and present astronauts, over
half—-39 men, to be exact—have either been Naval
Aviators or have received their initial military
training at naval installations. RADM Alan B.
Shepard, senior military astronaut and first Ameri-
can in space, heads up the list of the Naval Aviators
currently enrolled in the astronaut program.
¢ Twenty-one of 45 astronauts today were com-
missioned military officers from Navy sources.
® All recoveries of manned spacecraft have
been made at sea by Navy ships.
¢ Original flotation c:;ﬁars for capsules were
. Navy-designed.
® Navy’s development of the full pressure space
suit was steppingstone to manned space flight.
® Navy trained Monkey Baker—one of two
animals first to survive a space flight. Monkey
Baker (a lady) is still living and resides at the
Alabama Space Museum, Hunstville, Ala.
®Navy’s experiments with balloons began
shortly after World War II to provide better un-
derstanding of problems to Ee solved before
manned space flight. This led to Project Stratolab
—a series of bolloon ascents, one of which car-
ried two men to an altitude of 86,000 feet.
® Beginning in March 1958, three Navy Van-
guard satellites were placed in orbit. Vanguard
was responsible for a more accurate determination
of the shape of the earth.
® Environmental studies gathered from sub-
marines (especially nuclear subs) where adequate
supply of oxygen, shielding from radiation and an
effective environment for men to work long periods
were common to both submarine and space.
® Significant Navy Launchings/Projects: Viking,
Aerobee, Rockoon, Argus, Polaris and Transit Navi-

gational Satellites.
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from others in the Navy to do what we could in the
way of first class support,

“We purposely established an ambitious program—
we haven't realized it yet—but I believe we’re well
on our way. The program is gaining momentum and
it has the complete acceptance and the wholehearted
support of major commanders and station com-
manders.”

RESERVISTS, too, have answered the call, and their

efforts have been praised by fleet and area com-
manders, alike. Despite the fact that they are limited
to working only during their weekend drills, they have
proved effective on local projects. Working through
the Reserve Manpower people at Omaha, Neb., activi-
ties have benefited from the “outstanding technical
capabilities” of these Reserve units.

Admiral Enger savs that the outfits that benefit
most by these Reservists are those “that have the
energy and initiative to get out and get the Reserv-
ists.”

Some of their work sometimes involves more than a
weekend at a single location. Like their Regular Navy
counterparts, Self-Helpers also assist Reservists on
projects.

JPEaLLy, the goal in Self-Help is to achieve the ratio

of four Self-Helpers to one Seabee in getting the
work done. To date the ratio has been closer to two
Self-Helpers for one Seabee.

Will Self-Help ever reach the point where Self-
Helpers will work on their own? “I believe that would
be true for certain aspects of it,” Admiral Enger says,
“but we don’t intend to make Seabees out of non-
Seabees.

“I should think that eventually some of this work
will be accomplished by non-Seabee personnel, but
we do still believe—for now-—this work should be
accomplished under Seabee guidance to insure that
it meets specifications and standards. On the average,
though, with the kind of projects we've been given,
Seabees can be used effectively. For some things,
the ratio may have to be one-to-one (as in constructing
a parking lot)—for other things, it could be raised to
as high as 15, even 20, to one (as in electrical work).
1t depends on the nature of the task.

“All of these Self-Help projects should be under
the guidance of the Seabees or Civil Engineer Corps
officers to be sure that they are long lasting projects
and that the work is done properly.”

Self-Help is not a “here today, gone tomorrow”
program. The Navy is looking at long lasting projects
and by long lasting, it means in the area of 20 years—
not short span, one-year affairs.

HERE'S THE NECESSITY of seeing to it that all projects
are inspected by a Civil Engineer Corps officer—
usually a public works officer—upon completion. The
Navy has no compunction about ripping down a
structure if it doesn’t meet specifications or safety
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standards. Here is where the 20-year life-span comes
into play.

“One of the things we've insisted upon,” says Ad-
miral Enger, “is that this would be done properly
and under technical direction and that the work is
accepted; that it is as acceptable as if it had been
performed by a contractor and—in general—that it
lasts 20 years.”

He underscores the necessity of doing the work
properly the first time.

FEEDBACK FROM COMMANDS at this early date is not
really possible since many projects are still under-
way and haven’t been evaluated, fully, by the indi-
viduals who will make use of them. The Chief of Civil
Engineers’ people in Washington feel that it will take
a while before the program can be evaluated with
certainty that the goals have been accomplished.
However, periodic surveys are made in Self-Help just
as they are made in any Navy engineering program.

No matter how much is written or explained about
a program, sooner or later, someone gets the wrong
idea. Self-Help is no exception. There are some
people who feel that the emphasis has been too heavy
on projects that may benefit married Navymen and
dependents at the cost of the unmarried Navymen.
Nothing could be farther from the truth.

Admiral Enger explained that he could see how
some people could get this idea when they see Sea-
bees—especially overseas—putting in a parking lot
near dependents’ housing. What the observer doesn’t
realize is that the source of the funds dictates the
project and the project never dictates the source of
the funds. If the parking lot—in this example—is being
put in near housing for the benefit of the people
using the housing, then the money which is being
used to pay for the construction comes out of Family
Housing funds and nothing else.

There’s no cross-matching of funds and projects,
nor is it possible to do this—the Navy is strict as to
what money is used for what purpose. Perhaps a hint
to an observer in cases like this is really to observe: if
the work force is made up entirely of Seabees, then it’s
a Seabee effort and it doesn’t involve Self-Help. The
Seabees have split their work into two major fields—
and these involve Seabee Reservists as well as Regular
Navy Seabees: (1) Seabee Projects and (2) Seabee
Directed Self-Help Projects.

“The Seabees I})mve long been used—long before
Self-Help came along—in construction projects within
construction battalions,” says Admiral Enger.

“What we've tried to do in Self-Help, and Admiral
Zumwalt has added to and tried to encourage greatly,
is the supplementmg of Seabees with other people,”
he said. “We make a distinction between a Seabee
Project in which just the Seabees are involved—be
they Regular or Reservists—and the Seabee Self-Help
projects where we see the ratio (hopefully) of four to
one, which helps people to help themselves.”

Coxf*uswx CAX ARISE too when one reads the list
of six categories of facilities given priority atten-
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