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To the families and triends of RivFlot On.~ 

The one thing that alwaTs stands out as I look back over mr 
previous NavT assignments g is the high caliber of officers and 
ealisted men with whom I have had the privilege to serve. 

River Assau.lt Flotilla One 1s no exceptio1loDu.rillg the 
short time the flotilla haa been in existeace. there have be •• 
demonstrations ot judgments initiative and zeal b,.. the pe~soaael 
in this command that would make anT co ... nd.~ preud. 

Building this flotilla trom nothing in Septembe~ te a traiae. 
c.-bat unit now on the job in Vietn .. waanft eaa,.. and it .. v.~ 
could have beeD done without a lot of hard werk b,.. a let of fi.e 
pe.ple i. the flotl11ao The aeoOMplisbaeDts ef these .... ave 
.. t COBle wi thou"~; 5a~ritlees on the part of those ot ,.eu wb.ea ve 
have had to l~~"-: at hOllleo Unfortunately, as ... ,.. ef ,...u alread,.. 
know, these 3e~~,"'"'at:tons 81""5 unavoidable if our ceuatr,.. is gei.g 
to take a staad agaiast the threat of cemmunist •• ~.atio. ef 
the world's weaker aations o Your me. have do.e well i. the .a,... 
since they departed tor Vietnam and it should be a s.urc. of 
both prIde and "'~II.~~il!"ra .. ~e to you t. heal- taat the,.. are fast 
beoom.1ng -" top r.'tt£!ht ~Olllbat outfit. 

Armered Tr.ep Carrier (ATC) 



f..-----

" -------
W'b. h~.'F'if! ~-,") hose the mud 
01:1' th~ tr'oopa when they 
com~ ba·~k from. the "tield" tJ 

From time to time while 
we ar'e out he!:"e, I hope to 
writ~ y~u about our activi­
ties &nd to ~'slay my apprai­
sal ~r our efforts. My 
purpose in writing this 
tirst letter is to give 
you some idea ot the flotilla's 
current mission. We are here 
in Vietnam to support the 
Army in their search and 
destroy operations against 
the Viet Cong and are 
currently operating in the 
Rung Sat 0 Let me explain. 

The Viet Cong had been 
stepping up their harassment 
on the ships and patrol 
boats plying the main 
sbipping channel to Saigono 
On the 15th ot February, 
they mined two minesweepers 
and shot and damaged another 
one. The next day, a part 
ot the A~y's 9th Intantry 
Division was o~ered into 

,the Rung Sat· to stop these 
attacks and we were ordered 
to support them. Rung Sat, 
the Vietnamese name tor the 
swamp surrounding the main 
shipping channel, cODsists 
ot mangr9ve and brush 
covered mud tlats interlaced 
with hundreds ot tide water 
channel." It-i. our job to 
transport the troops tro. 
the base ship through this 
maze ot waterways and put 
them ashore at strategic 

placez. On~e th."! soldier-s are ashore, our boats stay in the area 
to provlde blockIng pat~ols and guntire support when necess&r7. 

This Joint A~/;oN.i,.\'1:~? ~.f'f'vi't na5 SU)'::;· ':~:?d~n d>-"< stroying 
several enemy baae C&'lllH~ and many bunker-s olo~lg P'~_ ~;-h signiticant 
quantities of s1.l.pplh)s') More impo!'tant, ift t.;l(! n .. ,-':![ ~hat the 
Viet Cong act! ili ties "Xl the shipping chan~'1'~,~' l'p -i; .io" >' .,,"':, drasticallY' 
reduced sinoe our op~i~at.i()u beganC) 



To accomplish this task, the flotilla has two squadrons of 
boats, River Assault Squadron Nine and River Assault Squadron 
Eleven. Their boats are specifically designed to move troops 
and supplies to and from an operational area in which rivers and 
waterways abound. We call this a riverine assault operation. 
RAS-9 has been assigned to this job since February and RAS-ll 
has now moved into the operation. USS Askari, a repair ship, 
is also with the flotilla to keep the assault boats in operation, 
and haa performed admirably. We are using the amphibious 
assault ship Montrose for our afloat base. 

The main shipping channel to Saigon 
goes through the Rung Sat swamp 



Our boat crews are wearing 
Australian fatigue hats so 
these good Nav~ men won't 
be confused with any of our 
brother servicemen in greens. 

We ope~ate from Vun~ Tau harbor about 35 miles southeast of 
Saigono Tae City of Vung Tau is considered to be a secure area, 
that is, the Viet Cong have not been active here for a long time. 
UnfortunatelY9 the pa(~e of operations doesn~t give us much time 
for libertYQ but we have had several parties ashore on the 
excellant beach~s in the area to break the pace. 

Mail from home is a much bigger morale factor than the limited 
amount of liberty we have been able to enjoy. I can assure you 
that a letter from home does wonders for the man who receives it. 

Before closing I want to add a note ~bout safetyo Knowing how 
concerned you are for the safety of your loved ones in the flotilla, 
I think you would like to know that much ha~ been done in the 
construction of our boats to Insu~e their safety and we are always 
on the lookout for better operating proceedures and protective devices. 

As new developments o~©ur I will be in touch with yOU o 

Sin,;:erely", 

ftc~ 
Wo Ie 0 # WELLS 
Captain USN 

Commander River Assault Flotilla One 




