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BASE 'CAMP BASICS 
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CU CHI, Vietnam {IO)-"Cu Chi, Cu Chi, aerving thel function. First,came the quarter-worst place I ever did see," laments the lyrics of 'master power shower, ~it'h a nearly unlimited -a-gong-written by a 25th Division Infantryman. supply of water from an adja~ent well, electrl· But this lament~as written in February, 1966 cally pumped out of the ground, sent shortly after the 2d Brigade arrived at its then throljjSh pipes into a tent where it emerges dusty new home. lentJ:r to ' cleanse the 18 or 29 bQdies jockeyipg Newsmen who visited the base caml' earJy for position ne'a.r the eight shower.he -1 •• that year now say they wouldn't beJieVe..f:the." . S~sing the need, to ease c same place. Roads that were once covere iUr· tertnaster shower unit. I,)"'''''''UII' choking foot-deep dust or soft unna~ga mull Airplane tanks 
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--depending on the time of now paved ' -,' '. and snower out161tS"were And llseable in any weather, 
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men and gear 

exte'\!t, awaYi;i~:i~~~ Even ;n°w 
to ber_iJ by 
some c~1 air 
buililings th ce~~m!;~~:~ Nearly r 
thing ta-the "ej'e':;~~:!1! -return, Often r. l-asfl::eolrIllIi 
fication" entire U"".LI1lJJ"~,,-.'V . 
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It has .been saiol 
one of the 
ever in a 
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his basic 
he pulls back to 
be a cold beer or 

Certainly th;:n~~~~~Jt~~~~~; have become a 
25th ~ivision 
tioned', at CU Chi. 
each other, and battaliQns 
upm~nship to '.{]evise: new ~:'!~~~~~ comforts which can ~ tjjldi!f'~r!!:n~>5~ · high or lo,~ mdrale, ' 

Cleanliness may be n,\xt 
Cu Chi it is a reminder ?J 
moral ' high , The evolutIOn of 
past months almost equals tt'e de'veloplm'ent' 
the wheel by the cavemen, . 

Originally showers consisted'of a 55-gallon oil drum on an overhead rack with a punctured tin can -for a showerhead, but "Tropic Lightninj!''' ingenuity has come up with improvement upon improvEiment in the base ClVTlP'S bathing system, Many varieties of showers exist, all efficiently 
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