











O understand the war it is best to understand

Vietnam’s past. The Vietnamese people have

been struggling for independence for nearly
2,000 years.

In 938 A.D., after centuries of Chinese domina-
tion, the Vietnamese drove the invaders from the
Red River Delta at the Battle of Bach Dang.
Attempts to retake the area were repelled. In 946,
though by no means out of danger, an independent
Vietnam became a reality. With the exception of
a 20-year interlude of reoccupation in the early
15th Century, Vietnam remained independent for
the next 900 years.

The Ly Dynasty, established in 1009, was the
first great Vietnamese reign and, after an interval
of confusion, ushered in a period of cultural de-
velopment, territorial expansion and prosperity. The
Ly rulers gave the government the form it retained
until the French conquest-in the 19th Century.

The role of the emperor was dominant. He was
the father of the nation-family—the absolute tem-
poral monarch in whom all power of state resided.
And he was the religious head of the realm acting
as intermediary between it and heaven. A civil
bureaucracy, called the mandarinate, performed the
functions of administering the country.

In mid-13th Century, Kublai Khan tried to in-
vade Dai-Viet, as Vietnam was then called. Three
times his armies were repelled—the last time in
1287 by an army under General Tran Hung Dao.

The Vietnamese realized that their independence
and survival depended on their relationship with
China. Knowing their own weakness and making
the appropriate gestures to the Chinese, the Viet-
namese were allowed to enjoy the maximum degree
of independence, but always as a tributary state
to China.

European influence reached Vietnam in 1535
when Portugese Captain Antonio de Paria arrived
in Da Nang Bay. For a century the Portugese
dominated commerce in Vietnam, but they were
unable to impose their will on the Vietnamese as
they had the West Indians.

The first Catholic missionaries entered Vietnam
during the 16th Century. Confucian-oriented offi-
cials had their misgivings about the new religion.
They suspected it as the forerunner of conquest,
and feared its effect upon the traditional order
which had been the foundation of the state for
centuries.

Missionary activities spread, despite a loosely
enforced ban. Christianity was embraced by a
substantial portion of the Vietnamese population
over the years.

Toward the middle of the 19th Century, pressure
mounted in France for the government to take
positive action to establish a position on Vietnam.
This pressure resulted from an envy of the power
other European nations were establishing in Asia

and a desire to protect missionaries who were, at
times, being persecuted.

In 1858 the French captured the city of Da
Nang and in July 1861 they took Saigon. The
Vietnamese court at Hue ceded Saigon and the
adjacent area to the French and agreed to pay an
indemnity. In 1867 the western part of the south-
ern delta was annexed, and the area known as
Cochin China (the extreme southern -portion of
Vietnam) was under French control.

For the next 30 years the French expanded their
control over all of Indochina, or what today is
North and South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.

The basic political structure of French Indo-
china was completed by 1900. Each of Vietnam’s
three regions were treated separately although basic
policy decisions were made in Paris.

The emperor and the mandarinate remained in
both central and north Vietnam; Cochin China was
administered directly by the French. The old
structure of government remained; however, all
major decisions were made by French authorities.

French rule demoralized the emperors and
mandarinate, tending to turn them into self-seekers
and yes men.

French colonialism also had profourd economic
effects on the region. Absentee ownership grew as
large scale agricultural and rubber plantations ap-
peared. Prosperous Vietnamese moved into the
citics, and more and more of the land was tilled
by peasants who did not own it. Largescale canal
systems were dug in the Mekong Delta to exploit
rice production. By the early 20th Century the

French had managed to produce a rice surplus.

European ideas and culture permeated the coun-
try, especially among the mandarin classes. Western
thought also stimulated another movement—grow-
ing Vietnamese nationalism,

Early in the 20th Century nationalist movements
began to develop, initially among urban intellectuals.
Numerous anti-French secret societies developed,
however most were loosely organized and had no
well-defined political objectives.

Leadership of the clandestine nationalist move-
ment in Vietnam was eventually . taken over by
the Indochinese Communist Party (Dong Duong
Cong San Dang). Formed in Hong Kong in 1930,
it united several existing independent Communist
groups under the leadership of Nguyen Aj Quoc—
later known as Ho Chi Minh.

When France fell to Germany in June of 1940,
the Vichy government ceded all of French Indo-
china to the Japanese. However, the French ad-
ministration was permitted to remain intact with
many lucrative agreements being made between
wealthy French interests in Vietnam and the
occupying forces.

Meanwhile, Ho Chi Minh had become the lead-
ing national political figure in Vietnam. His party





































































tions. One found the 1st Infantry Division pushing
deep into War Zone C near Tay Ninh, where no
friendly troops had been for five years. Large
quantities of supplies were captured. In Pleiku
Province along the Cambodian border, ARVN and
25th Division troops killed 546 of the enemy.

In III Corps Tactical Zone a sweep through
Binh Long Province by the 1st Infantry Division
and 5th ARVN Division cost the Viet Cong 855
men in a little over a month. In Kontum Province
the 10lst and ARVN units accounted for 531
more enemy deaths. This action was near a city
to become famous 18 months later—Dak To.

Terror attacks included a mine explosion at
the Brinks Hotel in Saigon and attacks on Re-
gional and Popular Forces outposts and small
CIDG units.

U.S. planes faced an increasing number of Russian-
made surface-to-air missiles over North Vietnam.
In Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh announced a partial mobiliza-
tion of the country.

Units continued to arrive to support the counter-
offensive. In August elements of the 4th Infantry
Division landed at Qui Nhon, and the 196th Light
Infantry Brigade and the first of a 2,000 man
Philippine Civic Action Group arrived.

In September the 11th Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment, a Spanish Medical Team and the German
hospital ship Helgoland arrived, plus the 3rd
Brigade, 4th Infantry Division.

Two U.S. operations, Attleboro and Irving,
kept the enemy off balance. The 1st Cavalry ac-
counted for 230 Viet Cong killed in Binh Dinh
Province, while the 196th Light Infantry Brigade
and elements of the 1st, 4th and 25th Infantry
Divisions and 173rd Airborne Brigade mauled the
9th VC Division, killing more than 1,100 in
Operation Attleboro. The force also captured
2,243,000 pounds of enemy rice.

October action saw a combined force of Ist Cav-
alry, Koreans and Vietnamese kill 681 Viet Cong
in Qperation Irving. To avoid the superior fire-
power of the Allies, the enemy tried to break contact
as quickly as possible. The enemy confined his
raids to the northern provinces near his supply lines.

Operation Paul Revere whittled another 1,000
from the enemy’s ranks and cost him 300 weapons.
Viet Cong losses were running high and the enemy
brought in the North Vietnamese 5th Division to
boister their forces.

November was marked by increased VC raiding.
The 4th Infantry Division, operating west of Plei
Dijereng, withstood a mortar barrage of more than
500 rounds. National Day celebrations in Saigon
were interrupted by two dozen 57mm recoilless rifle
rounds; the 196th’s base camp near Tay Ninh was
hit, and a portion of the Long Binh ammunition
dump was blown up by satchel charges.

The dump was struck again in December, and
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Tan Son Nhut Air Base sustained a raid in which
guerrillas penetrated the perimeter.

At the close of the year the first elements of
the 9th Infantry Division arrived to bring U.S.
troop strength to 361,000.

The year was marked by harmony on the diplo-
matic front. To set the stage for high-level dis-
cussions, then Secretary of State Dean Rusk visited
the country in January. This was followed the next
month by Premier Ky, Chief of State Thieu, and
President Johnson meeting in Honolulu for a two-
day conference on political, social and economic
aspects of the war. Vice President Humphrey
visited South Vietnam later in February.

Another conference for the heads of state was
held in Manila in October. Then Secretary of
Defense McNamara visited Vietnam prior to the
Philippine meeting.

On the political front Premier Ky headed off a
military coup with the arrest of several junior
officers. He also announced general elections
would be held in 1967 after a constitutional ref-
erendum in October 1966.

The political calm was shattered in April, when
the I Corps commander, Lt. Gen. Nguyen Chanh
Thi, considered a potential political rival of Premier
Ky, was relieved from his command. A demon-
stration of 2,000 persons in Da Nang was followed
by Buddhist protests in Hue, Saigon and Hoi An.

A call for a general strike closed the port of Da
Nang and 20,000 Buddhists rallied to demonstrate
in the historic capital city of Hue. The unrest
continued into early April, resulting in anti-govern-
ment groups forming in the major cities of the
Republic. Government troops moved into Da Nang
in a show of force while turmoil and demonstrations
continued in Hue, Dalat and Nha Trang. By
April 12, the situation appeared resolved as anti-
government forces pledged to fight Communism
alongside the government.

The National Political Congres$ announced that
a constituent assembly would be elected in five
months.

In late May, however, the political waters were
again muddied by Buddhist and anti-government
factions rising in Da Nang and Hue. A Buddhist
nun burned herself to death in protest against the
government. This was the first of several acts of
self-immolation. In Hue the U.S. consulate was
sacked and burned.

Marine operations in I Corps Tactical Zone were
delayed by Buddhists placing altars in the streets
of Hue. Government troops and riot police finally
cleared the streets and arrested some of the dis-
sident leaders to bring an end to the protests.

Relative calm prevailed for the remainder of
the year, broken only by the Saigon dock strike,
and the new constitution’s first three articles were
approved.






he year 1967 saw the Free World Forces tighten

the screw on the enemy. His manpower was
slowly whittled cdown by many operations.

His weapons and food caches were seized, blunting
many planned raids and offensive actions. Increased
air strikes made his supply routes difficult to use,
curtailing his operations further. His cause was
weakened by thousands of Viet Cong, political cadre
and North Vietnamese who rallied to the government.

During the latter months of 1967, the enemy
made spectacular tries at propaganda victories at
Loc Ninh and Dak To. These battles alone ac-
counted for nearly 3,000 enemy dead.

His losses for the year included 87,534 killed in
action and more than 31,000 weapons captured.
He lost almost 14,000 tons of rice and 162 tons of
salt. His ammunition supply was reduced by almost
2.5 million rounds. His ranks were depleted by
27,178 who rallied to the Chien Hoi Program, 17,671
of whom were fighting men. He was found to be
recruiting boys from 12 to 16 years old.

He was feeling the pinch, yet he continued to
fight. Civilians in South Vietnam were his victims
almost as often as the military. Communist ter-
rorists slaughtered more than 4,000 South Viet-
namese and wounded more than 8,000 in their
attacks. Kidnaping accounted for another 5,454
persons, all in an attempt to control the people.

Meanwhile, more civilians moved into government
protected resettlement areas than ever before. The
enemy's source of labor, recruits, food and shelter
was slipping away.

During the spring, hamiet and village elections
were conducted and in the fall the upper and lower
houses were filled and the president and vice
president were chosen. Despite threats of death
and destruction, the people turned out in large
numbers to vote.

On the political and diplomatic side of the war,
a constitution was submitted to the Constituent
Assembly for debate. Elsewhere, Thailand an-
nounced it would allow bases within its borders
to be used for support of Vietnam operations, and
Premier Ky visited Australia and New Zealand.

By February the American military strength had
risen by 20,000 men. The increased manpower
permitted the U.S. forces to enter the field for
long periods of time.

The four-day truce for the Lunar New Year,
Tet, provided a stand-down period in which many
operations were terminated. The truce itself was
marred by 272 violations.

Operation Lam Son II in Binh Duong Province
and Operation Thayer IT were terminated with a
combined kill of slightly more than 2,000 enemy
soldiers.

Tunnel rats (preceding page) play an important role in
searching out Viet Cong caches, and locating enemy at-
tempting to hide.
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By mid-month elements of the 9th Infantry Divi-
sion started Operation Enterprise in Long An Pro-
vince and other 9th Division units began operations
in the Mekong Delta with U.S. Navy units. This
marked the beginning of the Allied squeeze on Viet
Cong domination of Delta waterways.

Other 9th Division units joined elements of the 1st,
4th and 25th Infantry Division plus troops from the
Iith Armored Cavalry Regiment, 196th Light In-
fantry Brigade and 173rd Airborne Brigade in what
was to be the largest operation of the war, Operation
Junction City. The gigantic force was supported by
the 11th Combat Aviation Group and 7th Air Force
planes.

U.S. troops in War Zone C north and west of
Saigon formed a giant horseshoe enclosing 250
square miles of enemy-held territory. Heavy fight-
ing characterized the operation, and large stores of
ammunition, weapons, clothing, food, documents
and utensils were confiscated.

After 8] days, 2,738 enemy lay dead from the opera-
tion and War-Zone C was no longer a VC stronghold.
Their bases were destroyed; many of their supplies
were gone.

Further north the 1st Cavalry Division had
begun Operation Pershing and the Communist
pounded the Da Nang Airbase with more than
50 Russian-made 140mm rockets, killing 43 and
wounding 137. A few days later in March Da
Nang was hit by 10 more of the huge rockets,

The February-March period was also active
diplomatically. The Manila Conference countries
and their ambassadors met in Saigon in prepara-
tion for a two-day conference in Guam with high
Vietnamese leaders and President Johnson. The
Constituent Assembly had approved the draft con-
stitution for South Vietnam a few days prior to
the meeting. Premier Ky presented President
Johnson with a copy of the new constitution, which
was ratified a few days later.

In Thailand, B52s began to arrive at bases in
accordance with a previous agreement with the
kingdom. The huge bombers were used mainly
against enemy complexes in South Vietnam in
carly April. Previously they had flown from Guam
to South Vietnam in a 5,000-mile round trip.

US. forces in Vietnam climbed to a strength
of 470,000, a few thousand from the year-end peak
of 490,000 servicemen in-country.

In April, an eight-week election period began
for thousands of villages and hamlets throughout
the country. About 77 per cent of the eligible
voters turned out to elect their local leaders de-
spite constant threats from the Viet Cong. Many
of the threats were carried out as 12 candidates
were slain by terrorists and 31 others kidnaped.

The government also announced that fall elec-
tions would take place to select the upper and
lower houses of the new government and to choose





















