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'4EFUGEE AND IMMIGRANT MULTI-SERVICE CENTER

130 S Arthur J Spokane, WA 99202 (1 (509)532-3125 [1 533-2076/2077 O Fax (509)533-2179

A coalition of:

Washington State Employment Security

International Refugee Council of Spokane

United States Catholic Conference/Catholic Family Service

February 12, 1997

Mr. Eldon Hager, JVA Representative
ODP/American Embassy
P.0.Box 58
APO-AP 96546
Re: Truong Thi Ngoc & Dinh The Hung
H-39-452
New proofs for family relationships

Dear Mr. Hager:

I write to you to intercede for Dinh Van Tam, a refugee
who arrived here on September 19, 1995, sponsored by USCC.

Dinh Van Tam was denied at his US interview on February
28, 1995 in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Dinh Van Tam says he
candidly provided a newly made marriage certificate and birth
certificate based on information from old documents which he had
on hands, thinking this was more valid as a substitute for
marriage certificate and is recognized by the new government
(Enclosure A). He should use these o0ld documents as second
evidence to prove family relationship instead.

The naivety of Dinh Van Tam and the ignorance of
administrative rules of local communist cadre had contributed to
the suspicion and the denial of the case at the interview.

Enclosure Al:

Dinh The Hung birth certificate duplicate. 1In 1981 Hung
needed a birth certificate to register for school his father,
Dinh Van Tam, after returning home from reeducation camp
presented the original birth certificate to the village
authority to get a certified duplicate. The region did not
have a copy machine. All they did were to transfer the
information from the old document issued by a different
province to the local record book! The meaning of the
issuance date, January 16, 1981, in their assumption was the
new recording date at the village from old document presented.

1



Enclosure A2:

New marriage certificate or verification of marriage issued by
Long An Province based on information from old document
(Enclosure K) issued to Dinh Van Tam in 1974 by the old
regime. The same administrative ignorance story repeated. On
the bottom of the document issued by Long An Province, there
was a mistake correction in ink 89 to 69 by hand writing. It
said: “Married on December 10th 1969”, not mentioning the
place of marriage. Again the o0ld document said December 10th
1969 at Vinh Long Province.

Enclosure Bl,2:

Truong Thi Ngoc’s new extract of birth certificate (1993) from
old original document issued by the court of First Instance
of Vinh Long province in 1962 (Enclosure B2).

Enclosure Cl,2:

Dinh Van Tam’s new extract of birth certificate (1993) from
old original document issued by the Court of Peace of Long An
province in 1965 attached). Again these two documents, the
Communist village officials were trying to transfer the
information from the old documents on their new forms instead
of to copy and certify for true the authenticity of the copy.
The new recording dates and the legality as the jurisdiction
of the local authority of Long An province over the Vinh Long
province were to pose gquestions. Their mistakes and their
lack of knowledge were to deplore.

After arrival to the US Dinh Van Tam has applied with INS a
petition I 730 or Visa 93 as instructed by ODP office
(Enclosure D).

Enclosure E.

The response in June 1996 is: Relationship not established.

Tam is suffering and is very desperate to be reunited with
his family. It is a dilemma.

Therefore I hereby submit what appears to me to be
irrefutable proof of family relationship.

Enclosure F:

Copies of old family pictures.

Photo #1 a) Top picture shows Dinh Van Tam standing with his
2



father and father in-law in front of the bride house
with the sign "LE VU QUY" as decoration.

"LE” means ceremony.

"VU QUY" means leaving own home forever to follow the
husband. This is a traditional custom by which the
groom and his parents accompanied by relatives,

come to the bride house with presents, pay respect

to parents and deceased ancestors, then ask the

final permission for the bride to leave home to live
with her husband family.

b) Bottom picture. The bride Truong Thi Ngoc and the
groom Dinh Van Tam offered incense, light the
ceremonial candles, pay respect in front of the
bride ancestor's altar - This is the essential part
of the ceremony (wedding).

Photo #2 a) Top picture: Dinh Van Tam and Truong Thi Ngoc taking

picture with the nuptial car which will carry her to
f~ude °~ the groom home.
b) Bottom picture: Truong Thi Ngoc serving guests in
her thatched home.

Photo #3 a) Top picture: Dinh Van Tam and his happy wife with

their two children, Hanh and Hung {(baby).

b) Bottom left: Truong Thi Ngoc holding her daughter
and Dinh Van Tam next to her at their home.

c) Bottom right: Dinh Van Tam in cadet officer uniform
with his wife holding his son 1 month old, Dinh The
Hung on the day of his graduation from Thu Duc
National Police Academy.

Enclosure G:

Affidavit by witness Tran Van Hoa and Pham Thi Phan who were
present and attended the traditional marriage ceremony of Dinh
Van Tam and Truong Thi Ngoc held on December 10, 1969 at Chanh
Hoi village, Minh Duc District. (It is self explanatory).

Enclosure H:

Verification of lost marriage record at Chanh Hoi village
issued by the Justice Department at Vinh Long Province to
confirm that the marriage record has been destroyed not
preserved at the village vital statistic unit. For that reason
the department cannot issue a duplicate of Marriage
certificate for Truong Thi Ngoc and Dinh Van Tam.

Enclosure I:

Family register book dated June 14, 1988 and signed by Police
chief Nguyen Van Thinh. This book has been used by Vietnamese
government for the purpose to control the movement and the

3



food rationing at each neighborhood unit. It shows on the top:

Dinh Van Tam born 1947 as head of household, rice farmer.
Truong Thi Ngoc 1949 female wife

Dinh Ngoc Hanh 1969 female daughter student
Dinh The Hung 1974 male son student
Dinh Ngoc Vinh 13875 female daughter student
Duong Hoang Phuong Anh 1994 male nephew

Enclosure J:

The original birth certificate with order number 2442 of Dinh
The Hung states that Truong Thi Ngoc is his mother and Dinh
Van Tam is his father, occupation police officer.

Enclosure K:

This original administrative verification (need by the pre-75
Vietnamese government to allocate family, dependents payment
to military, police and civilian personnel beside the base
salary) dated October 7, 1974, states that Truong Thi Ngoc
born July 23, 1949 at Chanh Hoi village, Minh Duc district,
Province of Vinh-Long is the legitimate first rank wife of
Dinh Van Tam by Marriage Certificate # 149 established at
Chanh-Hoi, Vinh-Long on December 10, 1969, that she resided
with her husband and three children at 40 Thoai-Ngoc-Hau; that
their children are Dinh Ngoc Hanh, Dinh Ngoc Thanh and Dinh
The Hung. Exhibit 3, issued by Vinh Long Province, established
the right of Dinh Van Tam as a member of the National Police
Force to receive base pay plus a family allocation in cash and
consumable goods.

Also on Enclosure I, Paragraph 2, Order 3, Column 4 is reference
to Birth Certificate # 2442. On Enclosure H, line 5 is the same
Order Number 2442.

I appeal to you and the INS authority to reopen and to

reconsider generously this case, for the husband to be reunited
with his wife and son.

D N

Minh Van Tran, Director

ely,

AN

Enclosures
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