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August 24, 1994

SUBJECT: NGUYEN BINH MINH
125 LO J THANH DA
PHUONG 27 BINH THANH
THANH PHO HO CHI MINH
VIETNAM

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

My name is Harry Sellers and I have been asked to write a letter on behalf
of Mr. Minh of Saigon, Vietnam. I first met Mr. Minh when I was a 2nd
Lieutenant assigned to a District Advisory Team located in Song Mao, Binh
Thuan Province, Vietnam, about 160 miles from Saigon. 1 served in Vietnam
from 1969 to 1971. My primary responsibility was to work with the local
military forces which provided security to villages and hamlets over a

two district area, Hai Ninh and Phan Ly Cham. In 1969, Mr. Minh was a
company grade officer for Company 118 located in Phan Ly Cham, and I came
to know Mr. Minh from my association with this company. Among the American
advisers, Company 118 was considered the best in all of the northern

part of the Province, and Mr. Minh's commitment and abilities were an
important part in making this reputation. 1 also came to know Mr. Minh
because of his fluency in English, having attended the university in Dalat.
Later om, he was promoted to lst Lieutenant and was assigned to the District's
staff at Phan Ly Cham. His responsibilities were several. He was prepared
to assume command of companies whose commanders were on leave or killed
during the war. He also served as District S-3, Operations. In my role

as District adviser, I met Mr. Minh nearly every day. He was intelligent,
dedicated, and honest.

In July, 1971, I returned to the United States and left the Army. 1
corresponded with Mr. Minh until 1975 when changes in Vietnam made further
correspondence impossible. 1In 1992, I learned of his whereabouts during

a visit to Vietnam and in a return visit in 1993 was able to meet him again.
As with many other veterans in Vietnam, life was extremely difficult

during the years following the war. He was placed in a "re-education

camp" on two occasions. The first followed the end of the war for two
years and three months. Then in the early 80's, he was on his way to

visit his ailing father in Nha Tranf when he was stopped at a police

check point near Phan Thiet. Some papers apparently were not satisfactory
(more likely this was part of a general crackdown) and he was sent immediately
to "re-education camp" for another eleven months. While shorter than the
previous time, it nevertheless was extremely difficult. A friend of his
died, and 1 have met his widow who confirmed this. Mr. Minh's health

also suffered due to starvation level rations.

Mr. Minh has indicated his desire to leave Vietnam and come to the United
States. Because of his treatment since 1975, he should be given this
consideration even though his time in "re-education camp" may fall short
of the minimum requirements under the Orderly Departure Program. While
this transitian would be difficult, his level of education would ease

the difficulty. If I can be of further assistance, please contact me.

Harry Selii:;é:é;p
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