
Embassy of the United States ofoAmerica 

Bangkok, Thail~nd 

N CrtJYfN DANe; Tf<V(\I(7 (4) 

Reference: IV 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

We have recei~ed your application and have opened a file for 
you.o Your file (IV) number is listed above. Please mark th is 
nu1llJ:)er,·on all documents and correspondence you send 'to us. 

The following is a list of documents which are needed to complete 
our file. Before your case, can be considered furhhet, we must 
bave these documents. 

Family DOCUments 

A copy of your birth certificate and the birth certificates 
of each member of your family. 

A copy of your marriage certificate (tf there was a pr~~jous 
marriage we'will also need, as appropriate, a death 
certificate or d~vorce decree to show the.mar~iage was 
legally terminated). 

A copy of each person's Vietnamese ID card. 

A photo of each person. 
, 

Employment Documents 

~hotooop 5 of papers that show you worked for the 0.5. 
Government or a 0.5. organization. papers that show yo~ 
florked closely with O.S. o:!.:fici'als or O.S. programs while 
working ror the Vietnamese Government or serving in the 
Vietnamese Military be'fore Apr il 30, 1975. papers that show 
you went 1"0 school or had training in the U.S. or jon another 
f"Qun':ry u:.der O.S. sronsorship. ' 

These pape1=s could be per-sonnel ac'C.ions, payroll 'slips, 
certi£~cates, diplomas, ID cards, travel orders, and the 
like. Also send the names of American supervisors or 
advisors, as well as copies ,0£ any letters you may have 
received from them. , 
:f you Ot a member of your family had been in re-education, 
sand a copy of the release certificate. 

If you have a clo~e relative in the united States or in 
another count~y send us the name'and address of that 
rela~ive, and tell us how th~ person is reLated to you. 
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NOTE: your legal spouse and unmarried children are the only 
relatives eligible to accompany you to the United States. 

You should collect these documents and send them to us. If you 
nave already submitted some of these documents, you may wish to 
:orward copies of them again to ensure that the ~opies will be 
~ncl~ded in our file, 

In addition to submitting the requ~red aocumentation, you should 
apply for Exit Permits. We must stress the fact ~hat even when. 
our f~le is' complete, it is still the decision of .th~ Vietnamese 
authorities whether or ~ot you will be perw:~ted to depart. 
ThlS office has no infl~ence ov~r decisions by the Vietna~ese • 
author ities regardin.g the issuance' of Exit Permits. Therefore, 
all efforts tc obtain Exit P.ermits must be 'made by you. 

Please inform \!~O~ ~.~_.E~~!!l..9~ .. . J!. 3_dd_t'e~s 9':' tP.·' ':::2.:.> ~''; ::.;:::'': f 
i\- IJi. "" ..... - - _."..;.,.... • ,*.: ..I ... X \.fU I. re13Civfi;:s in the U.S., and always write 

·_::_n_e.....;:I;..v;..., _n;.;...,;;;u.;.,..lil.",;,b..,;;._..,;;'r;.,.· _(:.....:...: ~",;,i v_e 0 r six dig i ts)- on you r 1 e t t e r. 
. . 

~b~s let~er ~s not being sent to you becaUSe we have already 
rev~ew~d our file for you, ~ut rather to inform you ihat we have 
established a case. tile and to tell you the IV file number. 
A!ter you have submitted all the required documentation, we will 
then be able to complete our file. If any othe£ information or 
documents are needed, we will· contact you when we review the 
f :.1a. ~ se do. not: wr i te to us unless it is to repor t a change 
of address, Dr to tell us you have obtained Exit Permits; in 
·t:.nat. case;-send us the Exit permi t numbers. 
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Sincerely, 

N/J· 

. 
orderly Departure Program 
127 S&thorn Tai Road 
Bangkok 10120 
Thailand 



Er.,'ba,'tsy of the United Staies of America . 
u.s. ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM (ODP) PROCESSING 

The U.S. Orderly Departure Program (ODP) has brought over 85,000 people 
to the U.S. from Vietnam since the ~rogram began in 1979. In general, 
eligibility for th~ U.S. ~DP is based on having sponsocing relatives in 
the U.S. or proven close associatior. with U.S. policies and programs in 
Vietnam prior to 1975. . 

ODP files can be opened on the basiE of .Affidavits of Rela£l~ri·ship (AOt{), 
Immigran~ Visa Petitions (Form 'I-13 r ), Visas 93 cables or ODP 
Questionnaires indicating clase assc,ciation. spouses, children, parents 
and siblings of people residing in ihe V.S. are eligible for the family 
reunification .aspect of the ODP. Grandparents, grandchildren or othel; 
relations may be included ~n the .fijes, but their eligibility for the ODP 

'will be determined at the time o~ ~teir interview when a decision will be 
"Tl=~'" =:c:: h"\ +-.helr dc.pe'1.if-'r,.~v ~" · ... ne t6Jl'i~.~· 'H'lit. 

In most case~, once a file is open,ct the 'next step'in the U.s. procPQqing 
is review tor is.3uance of a Letter c..lf Introduction (LOI). Ti'le LOI is a 
document which states that the U.s. is willing to interview the person or 
persons namEd on the LOI for possibJe acceptance for movement through the 
u.s. ODP. It is not a guarantee of approval. The LOI is normally 
pr~sented tc the Vietnamese authorities by the applicants as a preliminary 
step in obtaining exit permission ar.d ~re-departure interviews. Please 
note that it is the Vietna~ese authorities who determine whc will be 
allowed to be interviewed by the 001'. 

The Sliccess of, ti.le ODP' has at tractec a large number of appli,:ants. 
Because of this, prioriti~s have beln established for LOI revie~ and 
~ssllance. .[o·t'4milv reunification cas€s will be revieweo for LOI issuanoe 
"!i1en the 1o\pplici.. - ';s are the benefici aries of current or ~ear-current ' 
Immigrant Visa !-.... t.i t,ions and would i. here fore be aole to trav:;l to the 
U.S. as immi:Jrants'o,;' .. Parents of mine r children (under Hl years .of age, 
and thus ineligible to fil~ petitions) living in th~ u.S. with neither 
parent are a:lso. aligible 'for LOI is~ uance upon reee -.pt of cn AOR and 
proper docu.lentat.lon veJ,'ifying the r~ lationship. 'Ie.i.s priority system 
allows the ODP t:(lrese·rve' limit!ed rEfugee numbers for thOSe who are ,not 
eligibla f',r immigrant· status •. T~o number of immigrants who can be 
accep~e i. i·.·itO the C', f. each yei\T. :. ':. far greater tc.an t,he number of 

r roi!t~s .1.:;.UI<o5~-----

Visas 93 beneficiaries ar~ ~iso eli~ible for LOI review. Bo~ever, ~ 
the¥ would enter the U.S. a3 ref~gefs, review of ··lges of Imuigrant Visa 
Petition benefiCiaries has ~riority ~ver review of ca~es based solely on 
Visas 93. It iE strongly rE:cor"mendE:] tha~ second !.reference petitions be 
filed as soon as the U.S~ relative .s eligible ~o do so.-. . . . 
The immigration channel will continle to be emphasized in the foreseeable 
future. If sponsors are eligible t( file Immigrant Visa Petitions for 
their relatives the ODP urges·them. to do so. Relatives in the U.S. may 
continue to send AORts·and other documents to the ODP office in Bangkok 
to serve as the ,foundation for a fut.ure Immig~ant Visa. ffle. The file 
will not be reviewed for an LOI, ho~.ever, .until the petition has been 
re·'aived and :is "lose to being currEnt; 

. , 



LOI's will continue to be .l.ssued to 'lpplicants for r.efugeestatus who are 
of sp~cial humanitarian concern. T~'se will primarily be Amerasians and. 
their accomp>anyin';' family members, a1d applicants who spent Idng periods 
of ttme in reeducaLion camp due to t~eir close ~ssociation wi~h U.S. 
policy and programs in Vietnam. 

The ODP receives o~ a periodic basis lists of names of people the 
Vietnamese authorities will allow to be interviewed by ODP staff in Ho 
Chi Minh City. Upon receipt of the list, ODP staff in Bangkok review the 
cases to determine, what further docu~,lents or information are necessary. 
Once the files 'are complete, the ODP requests that. the applicants be made 
available during one of the intervie~ sessions. If the applic~nts are 
approved documentarily they must als} undergo a medical examination. If 
there are no medical ineliglbilities the ODP office in Bang~ok transm __ ~ 
final approval to the Vietnames·e aut 10ri'ties, thr :mg:, tee tni ted '~a tions 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHco.) Working Group. lhe case is then 

, manifest~d by the Vietnamese for a f~i1ht to Bangkok or, 'in the case of 
some Amerasian or refugee ?lPplil!am:s '·,0 'iiJ.J.. 0e attending the English as 
~ ::-"::',"rC~ ~"':"'r::":~~~·-_#/,:"~.~!L.t_~~-l ,....--!···~~:I; .. -d' .. :.::~j"",,* th~ T,)1'';·i:::,r;r1c.:.~. ;!) 

direct flight from Vietnam to Manila 

In Bangkok, approve~ ODP applicants ire housed in a transit tenter where 
final paperwork ann medical checks ace completed. They.generally stay in 
Bangkok for about one week. The maj)rit.y of falilily reunification 
applicants then travel directly to t~€.: U.S. The majority of Amerasian 
immisrants and SOt.-,~ refugee apt:licat''-'s are sent to t.he Phil ilJPines for 
the SlX month la~~~age training and ~ultural orientation program before 
travelling to the u.S. 

. 
All travel arrangements afe made by the Intergovernmental Committee·for 
Mlgration (ICM). )~raatel costs and v!.sa fees for immigrants an parol.ees 
travelling through the ODP must be paid for in advance. When payment is 
due, the U.S. ~nchors are sent letters outlining spe~ific ini~rmation 
regarding payment. People travelli~g. in refugee status continue.to sign 
promissory notes to be paid back later. The U.s. sponsor will be 
notifie'd of the exact travel itinerz ry by a local voluntary agency. 

The entire process depends OL many ~ariables so it 'is impossible to 
predict h?w long any segment of the procedure will take. 

It is ve~y import~ it-. t~JUc.:. ODP b.? .lot::·" Led immediately of any~ddcess 
chang~s either in ~letnam or t~0 U.8 Delays in pr~~ess1ng h~~e occurred 

ODP-H 

Orderly Depa·~ure Program 
Panjabhum Buiiding 
127 Sou tll Sa (.~: or n R.)ad 
Bangkok 1012 " Thaila~d 
Tel: 252-50.!, EXT OLP 

(1730a: 05/89) 

_ .... .i. ..... "" .. 

;~!?O Address: 

.( rderly Departure program 
, 'ner ican Embassy Box' 58 
~O.San FranC1SCO ~6346-GOOl 
3Qle: JVAODP, BANGKOK 
:?iex: 87008 .. TVAODP TH 







, .-.. 

::_'" 

.,. 

~~ ... " ." 

# 

(ttA 

, 

\t"'t 

" 
~ . 

; .. 

! 

t.Oflt.- J-AC 

-,·U" S .. ~ 
\ 

.< 

>~ .- - '" 

~ 
, 

-'-'-'-~ . ,.1\. 

• -. 

-

i 

" 

.. , 

t_~ 

28l. 14-

, , 
.' , 

.i )," 

.' 

~ 
: . ' 

,~- -" ~~ .-..-:. 

'-~ 

. , • . .-.1> ']. .-

.,. , 
~ .. 

--. ..,-

l 
.( 

-, w' /1 

,.4 -: 

-. ~ I " • .i ~ 

. 



~ PAR AVION VIA AIR MAlL 
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