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1- S6 hO kh~u do Bt') N¢i Vt,1 ban hanh, khOng cO 

quan, don vj flIlO dliQc tuy ti~n s\ta d6i mAu. '. 

2- Khi co sl,( thay d6! v~ nhAn hO kh~u trong h~, . . . 

thl chu hQ ho~c nglioi trong h~ phAi dlSn cO quan 

ddng ky M kMu lam thu tt,1c theo qui djnh. Ngoai cO 

quan ddng ky M kMu khOng ai dliQc t1,f y di~u chlnh 

55. 

3- Nghi~m dim lam giA, t~y xoa, s\ta chua, cho 

mliQn, mua ban, d6i chac, tM chtip ... V.v. 55 hQ kMu. 

4- Khi mAt, hli hong 56 hQ khttu, chu hQ ho~c' 

nglioi trong hQ phAi Mo' ngay cho COng an Phliong, 

Xa, Thj t.rA:n nC1i thlibng tru bie't. 

5- C'hu' hQ ho~c nglibi trong h~ co trach nhi~m 
xuA:t trlnh s6 hQ kh~u gia dlnh khi can bQ co th~m 
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Bangkok, TPailand I 
Embass, of the Cnited State" of America 

Oear Sir/Madam: 

Enclosed are the documents you submitted to the United States Orderly Oeparture Program (OOP). 
Although OOP has previously opened a file on your behalf, the generat criteria for OOP has 
undergone significant changes and these documents no longer qualify you for an OOP interview. We 
have enclosed information regarding current OOP eligibility criteria and required supporting 
documentation. Please read this information carefully. As no further action on your case is 

I 
I 

\ 

anticipated, your file has been closed and we are returning all original documentation to you. ! 
I 
! 
I 
I OOP files may be opened and retained only upon receipt of any of the following: 

• 

• 

An immediate relative or current preference immigrant visa petition (form 1-130) approved by I 
the US Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS); \ 

A refugee petition (fofITI 1-730) approved by INS; or a Visas 93 approval cable .rom INS I 

indicating that a refugee petition has been approved; \ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

An original, notarized affidavit of relationship (AOR) submitted on behalf of hislher parents 
in Vietnam, by an unaccompanied child in thf. US, who is under the age of twenty-one, ; 

I 
~ 

i 
Evidence (If at least t.ftree years spent in re-education camps, specifying exact dates of I 

internment, as a direct result of pre-I975 association with US policies and programs; \ 

Evidence of at least five years of pre-1975 employment with the US government or US 
private companies; 

A claim of Amerasian ethnicity; 

A non-immigrant visa petition (form I-129f) filed on behalf of the fiance/fiancee of an 
American citizen. 

I 

I , 
The spouse, unmarriE'.d sons and daughters, and others clearly dependent on those eligible in the above 'It 

groups may also be considered as accompanying family members. Please refer to the enclosed forms 
OOP-AI-3 for more complete information regarding OOP eligibility. i 

We appreciate your interest in the program and hope this information will add to your understanding of 
OOP and will help you make the best decisions for you and your family. 

Enel: ODP-AI-3 

The Orderly Departure Program 
127 Panjabhum Building 

Sathorn Ta; Road 
Bangkok 10120 11uliland 

ODP-24 (6/94) 

Ineligible refugee file return 

\ 
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ODP Immigrant Processing 

Immigrant Visa Petitions 

In the absence of full diplomatic relations between the Uiuted States and the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam (SR V), immigrant visa petitions filed on behalf of beneficiaries in Vietnam are processed 
through the Orderly Departure Program (ODP). Many individuals in the US are eligible to file 
immigrant visa petitions for their relatives in Vietnam who wish to resettle in the US. Those 
wishing to do so should refer to the attached information on filing an immigrant visa petition with 
the US Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). 

Pre-Interview Processing· 

When ODP receives an approved immediate relative or current preference immigrant visa petition, 
or a fiance petition (1-1291) from INS, a file is opened and is assigned an IV-number. ODP sends 
the US sponsor or the applicant a request for documents to complete the file. 

The Vietname~e authorities will not schedule ODP interviews until the applicants have received exit 
permission from the SRV Ministry ofInterior (MOl). ODP issues a Letter of Introduction (LO!) to 
assist applicants who do not yet ha"e exit permission. The LOI is a letter stating that the US is 
willing to interview the person(s) named on the LOI for possible resettlement in the US; it is not a 
guarantee of approval. ODP sends the LOI directly to the sponsor for forwarding to the 
Vietnamese applicants. 

_If an applicant has not received exit permission by the time the case is ready for interview, ODP will 
forward the name of the applicant to the Vietnamese authorities to request exit permission. 'When 
ODP receives all documents necessary for the interview and has been notified by the SRV that the 
applicants have exit permission, the applicanes name is placed in line for interview scheduling. 

Vietnamese Interview Lists 

Since 1987 ODP has received on a periodic basis lists of names of individuals to whom the 
Vietnamese have granted exit permission and who are authorized to attend interviews with ODP i 
officers in Ho Chi Minh City. While it is still necessary for immigrant applicants to obtain exit ! 
permission prior to interview scheduling, it is not necessary to be named on a Vietnamese Interview [ 
list. However, applicants who are named on a list may be scheduled. for interview more quickly i 
because pre-interview verification of their exit permission is not required. i 

Interview Scheduling 

The factors which determine when an ODP immigrant visa interview will be scheduled are exit 
permission, the nature of family relationships to persons in the US and the date petitions were filed. 
ODP case numbers (IV-numbers or list numbers) have no bearing on priority for interview. The 
priority order of relationships, as defined by the US Immigration and Nationality Act, is: spouses 
and/or minor children of US citizens; parents, fiance(e)s, and unmarried adult children of US 
citizens; spouses and/or unmarried children of US permanent resident aliens; and married children 
and siblings of US citizens. 

Lists of persons "proposed for interview" are prepared at the ODP office in Bangkok. The li~ts are t 

passed to the SR V authorities in Vietnam twice every month, four to six weeks in advance of the 
proposed interview dates. The External Relations Service in Ho Chi Minh City issues invitations to 
attend interview registration approximately two to four weeks in advance of the interview date. US 
consular officers interview up to 2,000 visa beneficiaries every month in Ho Chi Minh City. 
Interpreters are provided by the SRV. 

*Petitions filed before OOP adopted standard visa processing procedures in late 1994 will be handled as before 
with OOP informing applicants of documents necessary to complete the file. US sponsors should contact OOP if 
they or the beneficiary have not received correspondence from ODP. 

ODP A·2 (10194) 
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All ODP immigration applicants are required to undergo medical examinations prior to departure 
from Vietnam. These examinations are scheduled and performed by staff of the Cho Ray Hospita) 
in Ho Chi Minh City and monitored by the medical officers of the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM). Any applicants found to be excludable from the US on medical grounds, will be 
denied until the condition is overcome or a waiver is obtained. All applicants must pay for their 
examinations and are instructed by ODP of the payments details. 

Post-Interview Processing and Departure from Vietnam 

Visas are pOLted in Bangkok for approved applicants and returned to Ho Chi Minh City. Approved 
applicants are instructed after the interview of the requirements for flight booking and departure 
arrangements. Depending on the arrangements, the applicants will either be given their visa in Ho 
Chi Minh r:ity approximately four weeks after the interview or prior to boarding the airplane. 

Denied Ca.'ies 

[f a case is determined to be ineligible for a visa, applicants are notified at the interview of the 
~eason. Files for these applicants are kept in Bangkok pending receipt of further information related 
:t) the ineligibility. Depending upon the nature of the ineligibility and any new information sent to 
)DP, the case may be reconsidered and/or re-interviewed. 
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ODP Refugee Processing 
~ 

Refugee Eligibility I 

Individ~als may apply for admission to the US as refugees under ODP's Regular Subprogram or Re-education \, 
Sabprogram. If approved, an applicant may travel to the US as a refugee unless someone in the US is eligible to ~ 
file an immediate relative visa petition on hislher behalf In this case, the applicant must enter the US as an 
immigrant although their approved children may travel as refugees. 

, 
~ , 
I Former Re-education Center Detainee Subprogram 

All applicants who were interned in re-education centers for three or more years due to their pre-1975 I 
association with US government policies in Vietnam are eligible for an interview under the Re-education 1\ 

Subprogram. Time served in re-education centers as a result of unsuccessful attempts at illegal departure or post-
75 counter-revolutionary activities does not qualify for ODP interview. eligibility purp.oses nor do the various 
probation periods to which former detainees were often subjected following release. Spouses of former detainees 
who died as a direct result of time spent in re-education may also be eligible for an interview provided they have 
evideli.~e to support their claim. 

Until recently, under a bilateral arrangement between the US and Vietnamese governments, former re-education 
center detainees registered with the Socialist Republic of Vietnam (SR V) to have their names included on a { 
Vietnamese interview list (HO' list) by presenting their re-education release certificates with their applications for \ 
exit permission. On March 31, 1994, ODP accepted the last interview list (H44) for this program. Remaining [ 
applicants were given until September 30, 1994 to register directly with ODP. 

Regular Subprogram 
Applicants in any of the following categories are eligible for a refugee interview in the Regular Subprogram: 
beneficiaries of 'Visas 93' refugee petitions (form 1-730), certain parents whose children in the US are both 
unaccompanied and under the age of 21, applicants with at least five years of former employment with the US 
government or a US private company or organization; and individuals with between one and three years of re­
education who also provide evidence of one or Il!ore years of US government or private employment or any 
period of training in the US under US government auspices. 

Meeting the interview criteria listed above is not a guarantee of approval. At the interview, applicants must 
prove they meet the definition of a refugee as defined under § 101 (a)( 42) of. the Immigration. and Nationality 
Act (INA). Briefly, this provision of the law requires a demonstration of persecution or a well-founded fear of 
persecution in one's home country on account of hislher race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular 
social group or political opinion. 

Refugee Registration Deadline 

It is no longer required that refugee applicants be named on an SR V interview list as long as they have exit 
permission granted by the Vietnamese authorities. All refugee applicants who meet the above criteria and who 
have supplied copies of documentary evidence to support their claims qualify for an interview if they established 
an ODP file prior to September 30, 1994. 

Pre-Interview Processing 
When ODP receives evidence of refugee eligibility, the file is reviewed and any additional documentation 
needed is requested. Applicants seeking refugee status as former employees of the US government or US 
private companies must have documentary evidence to support their claims. This may be in the form of old 
personnel action notices, letters of recommendation, letters from former colleagues in the US, pay stubs, 
certificates or verification notices from the agency or the appropriate records center. Applicants whose 
eligibility includes US government sponsored training in the US must also provide documentary evidence of 
their training. 
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.pplicants applying under the Re-education Program must have a copy of their release certificate in the file. 
[owever, if they were named on a Vietnamese Interview List between HI and H44 as having been incarcerated 
etween 1975 and 1979 or later, pre-interview verification of the period of incarceration is not required. # 

ldividuals who have relatives in the US who are eligible to file immediate relative visa petitions must entel' the 
IS as immigrants unless it is proven that the US relative no longer has an existing relationship with me 
pplicant. Since US immigration law stipulates that no person may enter the US as a refugee if they are able to 
nter as the beneficiary of an immediate relative visa petition (Title 8 CFR §207) or if they are eligible to enter 
s a special inunigrant [INA §201(b)(1)(A)], processing of an applicant's file may be delayed until the petition is 
iled. 'Immediate relatives' are cI'assified as parents, spouse, and under twenty-one year old children of U.S. 
:itizens. 

"flterv;ew Scheduling 

)nce the applicants are determined eligible, their names are queued for interview. In the Re-education 
iubprogram the SRV requires that 70% of applicants are Queued for interview in SRV list order; the SRV has 
19reed to allow 30% to be proposed according to the number of years they spent in re-education. In the Regular 
3ubprograrn, applicants are queued for interview once file documentation is complete. The large number of 
ipplicants in these categories means applicants may experience a considerable wait for an interview. 

Lists of persons "proposed for interview" !lIe prepared at the ODP office in Bang..kok. These lisb are passed to 
~he SRV authorities twice every month, eight weeks in advance of the proposed interview dates. The SRV 
authorities issue invitations to attend ODP interviews in Ho Chi Minh City a,pproximately four weeks in 
advanct~ of the interview date. The SRV will not permit interview unless an exit permit has been issued by the 
SRV Ministry of Interior. Apolicants are interviewed in Vietnam by officers of the US Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) with interpreters provided by the Vietnamese government. 

Vietnamese Documents 

Applicants should bring all relevant documents to the interview. Relevant documents include those that verify 
their identity and family composition as well as those that serve as evidence of their association with the US and 
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i:-ost-Interview Processing 
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The Orderly Departure Program (ODP) originated in 1979 under the initiative <;>f the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to provide a safe, legal alternative to dangerous flight by 
boat or overl:md from Vietnam. In May, 1979 the UNHCR and the Vietnamese government signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding providing the basis of the present ODP. Through ODP, receiving 
countries would gain access in Vie:nam to persons who may qualifY for refugee or immigrant status, 

,eliminating the need to flee by other means. In December 1980, the first persons to depart Vietnam 
iegally via the US ODP were reunited with their families in the US. 

While a number of countries accepted Vietnamese for resettlement through the ODP program, the US 
ODP is by far the largest and longest running program. Due to the lack of diplomatic relations between 
the US and Vietnam, the ODP operations was set up in Bangkok, Thailand. The ODP office in Bangkok 
currently maintains active files on almost 500,000 applicants. As of September 30, 1994, 387,414 
persons had departed Vietnam through the US ODP. 

There are three ODP subprograms: the. Regular Subprogram, which is for famiiy reunification applicants 
and individuals and others who were closely associated with US policies and programs prior to 1975; 
the Former Re-education Center Detainee Subprogram, for applicants who were interned in re­
education camps for at least three years; and the Amerasian Subprogram, for individuals fathered by 
Americans during the period of US involvement in Vietnam. 

The initial years of ODP's operation were limited primarily by lack of access to eligible applicants. 
Subsequent agreements between the United States and the Sociaiist Republic of Vietnam (SRV) 
resulted in greatly expanded access to applicants and smoother operations overall. Limitations are now 
logistical due to the nature of relations between the two countries and the need to maintain files in 
Bangkok while interviewing in Vietnam. Operational CO:i1cerns now focus on bringing immigrant 
processing in line with world wide processing standards and completing the remaining refugee 
interviews. 

Wlw is eligible/or ODP? 

Files can be opened upon receipt of a visa or refugee relative petition approved by the US Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS); or a claim of Amerasian ethnicity (see attached information for 
details). When a file is opened, ODP f).ssigns an IV-number for tracldng purposes only; the sequence of 
the IV-numbers has no relationship to the order in which a file is processed. 

Department of State guidelines no longer allow files to be opened on the basis of affidavits of 
relationship (AORs), except for cases involving children in the US who are under the age of21 and are 
unaccompanied by either parent in the US. The State Department also limited consideration for refugee 
status to files opened on the basis of claims submitted by September 30, 1994. ODP no longer opens 
files based on time spent in re-education or former US employment or training. 

Approval Categories 

The existence of an ODP file is not a guarantee of the applicant's eligibility for an interview or eventual 
movement to the US. The SRV authorities will not permit applicants for immigrant or refugee status to 
be interviewed by ODP officers until the applicants have been issued an exit permit. ODP interviews are 
conducted in Vietnam by US Department of State consular officers and officers of the US INS with 

; interpreters supplied by the SRV. Most cases are adjudicated at the time of the interview and the 
; applicants are advised of the outcome at the conclusion of the interview. . 

Approved applicants usually enter the US as either immigrants or refugees. Immigration regulations 
require that applicants who are in fact, or who could be the beneficiaries of immediate relative 
immigrant visa petitions must enter the US as immigrants. Only applicants who meet the definition of 
"refugee" as set forth in §101(a)(42) of the Immillratlon and Nationality Act will be granted refugee 
status. The Amerasian Homecoming Act of 1987 provides that Amerasians and their close family 
members departing Vietnam be admitted to the US as immigrants and receive refugee benefits. In the 
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past, some ODP applicants in all programs were offered public interest parole (PIP) status even though 
their dependent eligibility expired when they reached the age of twenty-one or the immigrant \tisa 
petitions filed on their behalf were not current. This is no longer the case and applicants interviewed 
after March 4, 1994 are generally not eligible for PIP consideration. .. 

Ineligible Applicants 

Applicants named on SRV interview lists who do not meet eligibility criteria will not be considered for 
interview and may have their files closed and returned to them or retired. Alternatively, processing of 
their files may be deferred until they establish eligibility and their case can be reopened. Similarly, 

. refugee applications based on previous eligibility criteria. no longer in effect will be retired if no 
eligibility under the current program criteria is established. 

Contacting ODP 

ODP receives a tremendous amount of mail every day. Status inquiries, requests to expedite processing, 
unsolicited documents and general correspondence cannot always be acknowledged by ODP. For 
general processing purposes, ODP notifies US sponsors when a new file is opened and an IV-number is 
assigned, when the names of the applicants appears on an SRV interview list and when interview results 
are known. Sponsors of refugee cases ~ advised of final travel arrangements by a US voluntary agency 
assigned to handle the refugees' resettlement. ODP requests any required documents or information 
pertinent to case processing. IV-numbers should be clearly noted on all correspondence to ODP. 

Sponsors with questions regarding their relatives' applications may call the ODP office in Bangkok 
(from 7 a.m. until 4 p.m. Bangkok time) at either of the following telephone numbers: 66-2-286-1639 
or 66-2-286-7306. Due to the large number of inquiries received each month, callers should limit their 
inquiries to emergency situations only_ Once ODP caseworkers provide a status update and record all 
new information, they will terminate the call to complete necessary follow-up and be available for 
another caller. 
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