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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: I V # : ____ _ 

VEWL.#: ____ _ 

I-171: Y ___ N 
**************************************** 
* WIDOW OF FORMER POLITICAL PRISONER * 

EXIT VISA.#: ___ _ 

* REGISTRATION FORM * 
* (Two Copies) * 
f**************************************i 

The ~urpose of this form is to identify WIDOWS AND UNMARRIED 
CHILDREN of former re-education camp prisoners who died while 
being detained in the camps in Vietnam, so that eligibility 
for U.S. admission via the Orderly Departure Program can be 
established. 

1. WIDOW APPLICANT IN VIETNAM I\.YrUtE,v 
First 

Current Address 

Date of Birth Place of Birth 02/ I J \tJao r I 

2. NAME OF FORMER RE-EDUCATION CAMP PRISONER WHO DIED IN THE CAMP ~USB~ 
FATHER) 

Previous Occupation (before 1975) 
(Rank & Position) 

LT COLONE.L 

I 

TIME SPENT IN RE-EDUCATION CAMP -- Dates: FrorrC/16/ 75 To DEATH DATE:UY~/~4 

3. SPONSOR'S NAME: 
Name 

Address & Telephone 

4. NAMES OF RELATIVES/ACQUAINTANCES IN THE U.S. 

Name, Address & Telephone Relationship 

If you are eligible to file for the applicant under Category I of the 
ODP criteria and have not filed an Affidavit of Relationship (AOR), 
you are encouraged to do so. Also, persons in the U.S. who are 
eligible to petition for relatives in Vietnam on INS Form 1-130 
must do so. 
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5. NAME OF PRINCIPAL APPLICANT (PA) : 
--~--------------~--------------Listed on paRe 

NAME OF DEPENDENT/ACCOMPANYING RELATIVES DATE OF BIRTH RELATIONSHIP TO 
PA. 

, 

. 

DEPENDENT'S ADDRESS :(if different from above) 

6. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
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lATcn'kll\ctlicif 
Galang Refugee Camp 
clo Maxwell Road P,O, Box 3430 
Republic of Smgapore 9054 

:'\gU) en 'I'lli Binh 
J6' 20 :'\gu}'en Canh Chan Quan I 
TI13nh Pho Ho Chi ~linh 
\'ietnam 

Dear :\g\.'}en Thi Sinh, 

Te lex: 5711 7 UNHCR Tpl 
aten WRC (illdonesia) 

Cable, RELIEF TANJUNO #mANG 
(IndoneSIa.) 

Phone, 21254 T3.!1.JU11g Pinang 
offlce 0::1y, IndonesIa.) 

August 12 • 1987 

I ~ave never met you or your children, but I have been the employer and <:105e friend of 
your fOlmer husband, Tran Du}' Luong for the last ;'ear and a half. It is with SOITOII; and 
sadness I must te!! you that your former husband and the father of your chiloren, Tran Duy 
luong, died ,",ullust n. 19S" from hepatitis in the hospitai at Tanjung Pi nang. !ndonesia. 
I am \'ery sorry to have to u,Tite this I eHer to ycu. 

Luong, became v.eal< and his skin started becoming yellOlli a couple \l.eeks before. He said 
he had had problems with his liver in the past. ~iy wife and I gave him extra food and 
\'itamins and talked to the doctors about him. He went to the camp hospital on Wednesday 
August 5th but grew \\or~e until on SaturdaY,",ugust 8th he was transferred to the hcspital 
in Tanjung l'in3ng., That !;arne (Jay he \I.'ent ,into a coma anQ dId not wake up again before 
he died. We \'i$.led:him in the hospital and \\it! i'ere glad that he' at least did not ha\'e .to 
sufi!:'!" long'in pain, I orought a tape recorder with uS to, visit him. hoping that he might 
be able to \1;ake up an'd might speak some I.\'\lrds fo,' me to ~end to you, He died at J a.m. 
the morning of "\ugu~t lith wit/,out waking. 

luong's bod~' MIS returnea to Galang the same day. He lIo'as verr resrected and well-liked 
here on Galang and so many people came to me after he died asking abOll! helping \l.'ith the 
funeral. The South Vietnamese former Officers Association dug a gra\'e lit the top of the 
hill in the camp cemetery, World Relief's own Vietnamese carpenter.., his friend:;, built a 
\ery strong ar.d beautiful casket. His casket wa~ carefullY prepared by friends and dressed 
in his best c!othir.g, The burial ceremony \\'as attended I)y se\'eral h,ndred people and was 
held .Juring a beautiful '>unset, i led a Chri~tian buriai service and scripture from the Bible 
W3S read, PI'ayers ",,"ee given and the officers honored him and tljf' song for the soldier. 
Hon fu Si was played. 

After the burial the people came to the Protestant church and a memorial service for luong 
\\as held. Some kind Ii.ords of r"spect \\'!:re spoken by Pnan TIluOn!l "go. luong's CO-\'.\lrker 
al Wc;'Jd Relief's \ocational school and also iii member of tlJe church committee, Re\, 
Benny Lompoliu\\. aiso saId some good things about Luong who had bee~ a faithful member 
of lhe church. TIle church choir sang a beautiful song from Jesus Christ's 'Words: ""ly 
Peace I Gi\e lnto Yuu", I g3\'e ml' eulogy of Luong ano the funeral set'mOII. It is difficult 
ur:d"f'standing (,od's re..:sons in a de"rh hut the Bible scriPtures ~~.C\li liS God's plan, I hope 
Y(lU ha\e a \lible anrl can ,'cad tll('!';(' scriptures "'e rpad together l:.lst nil1;ht in the funer<ll 
sennon: I Corintlliafls 15::;0-58, Job J9:2f,-.D. Psalm, 2.;. i The~;"ior.ialls 4:13-18, li COI'in­
IIIialls 4:15-5:<), J,,11II i,l:l,(, and john II:lS-~h, I ~nollo' that these ~criplures lIoill bring 
curMorl 10 ~I\U ,10<1 hplp you understand wh .. 1 has hflpwn,~d r" J.u"f)~, Please read tlt!';e 
i.tTipr",vs II .t.h ~our chtldn~n, ,'\ Chri~ti:m Paslor would he at.le !o answer your quest ions 
al;oul lIh!~," ~;(:I iptUles ,ill:! 1.1I011l1;" death al<;o, 



Luou!; .... orked fHI" ~udd !<elief Iw!!' for two ,>(,<Jrs ;md quickly shov.ed his leader'shill skills 
he gained as a Lt, Colmll'l bpfore I<)~S. lie was promoll'd to Refugee ,\ssistant Director 
v.hich held the greatest authority, His prel'iOU5 two ~'''Irs of training in Am!'ric;, :.Iso helped 
our program. I Il'orked closely \\'ith l.uong c\eryday for a year and a li .. lf. lie \\'as also my 
good friend. ,-\ fe\l.' wcC'ks ago a visitor asked me about Luong, \1.110 had responsibility for 
the entire vocatinnal school \\hen \1.'0 \l.ere gone last month, and I remember sayihg: "I t!'Ust 
and respect I uong. He has the most integrity of any person I hal'e e\'C'r met." .,.~e lao 
have shed some tears in the last couple days. 

I know that your former husband spcnt 10 years in the reeducation camps and then more 
than two years here at Galang camp. Although he could ha\'e been quickly reset! led in the 
US he chose instead to apply to go to Canada in hopes that he might be able to hE'lp the 
familY better there. But then his,departure to Canada \I.'as postponed when it \l.aS discovered 
he had a spot on his lung which might ha\'e been Tuberculosis. He \\'as on the 1'8 medicine 
program for eight months before he began to get sick. With the Jong war, Twelve years of 
camps, the boat escape and then the diseases Luong had had a \'ery difficult life. But 
LUong tlad accepted Jesus Christ into his life as his Sa\'ior and so in spite of the l!'any 
problems he was still able to smile. 

Luong ""Ill; in church e\'ery Sunday morning and even apologized to me a few days ago because 
he had missed a service for the first time in the more than two ~'ears he had been here. 
He knew he was going to heaven and was not worried about death. As you tell your chil­
dren about their father going to heaven I will pray that the God of all comfort be with 
you and your family during this time. I don't know if your relationship with your former 
husband lI;as kind and friendly. but 1 can assure you that in the t\\'O years I knew him here 
!':~ was ~ervi!,g GOO fully and trying to be a ,~ood Christian man. 1 koo ..... · he 'Il:ould not ha\'e : 

·wanted anything unsettled in his relationship wit!! you or the children before he :lied 'and ' 
sol ask you and the children to forgive Luong if there was' any old problems. 

Ire "'ill be preparing a cememt grave marker and will send a picture to you when it is com­
pleted. I am asking Phan Thuong :>go to make a translation elf this letter to enclose. 
Again, let me say that ..... 'e are sharing the sorrow of his death with you. But \I.'e must pre­
pare ourselves to be able to join him there in heaven. My last \Io'ords to him as he was 
dying \Ioas not "Goodbye", 1 instead said "Luong, I'll see you again" 

May God's peace and comfort be \\'ith you, 

Rev, Joel T. Copple 

I ha\'e also ..... Titten to Luong's second wife. Luu Thi Tot and I am sending a copy of this 
letter to the cousin Tran Thi Tam in Canada and asked that she also mail a copy to you 
to make sure that this information arrives .•. 
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HT 655-418 
Z 7 -4 -1968 

CHO PHEP MANG HCY-HI¢U TUYEN-CONG 
DON -Vf Val Ti~H cAcH V1NH-vltN 

- - -00000 - --

D~I-TA, Chi' huy Tru'dng Phao-binh 
Quan-Ly.'c Vi~: -Nam C9ng-Hoa 

Chdng nh~ : _~_TLR""",Ao.LNL:-:J,D"",U>L.l.Y"::'-.bL!.\oV,,,Q,,,NC!.G!.L ___ _ 

cli~-b$.c Tbji;,j-Ta so-quan _ 53/300.217 
thu<$c B9 Chi'huy PhlLO-binh/C,ian-Lic Vi~t-Nam C<$ng-H~a, - #... ........ ~,1" .. ... 
eta gop phan tron,g vi~c.l~p etu'<;fc thanh-tich ve-,-ang va C:a <!em 
li}i cho Binh-chung Phao-binh vinh dy.' du'<;fc tuyen du'o'ng cong­
tri}ng trddc Quan-D9i va an thu'dng ANH DUNG B61 TINH vOl. 
NHA.NH DUONG-LIEU. -

Chi~u Hulin-Th~ so 655-417, ngay 27.4.1968 va thi 
hanh Qu\·~t-di,nhso 850/TTM/TQT/QD/BTC ngay 31. 10. 1968, 

., ";I l .,...... 
cua D~i:Tu'o'ng Ton!! Tham },1u\:. Tru'o',ng Quan-Lic Vi~t-Nam 
C<$ng -Hoa, du'<;fc phep rr:ang "inh-vien HUY -HltU TUytN­
C6NG do'n-vi, mau ANH-DV::':G B61-TINH vdi NHA.NH DU'ONG 
LIEU. . 

Giliy chdng r.h~a nay du'<;fc clip cho Ju'o'ng sy.' d~ chlip 

KI3C 4.892, ngay _J!Lthang.Qlnam 1969 

• D~i-Ta,PHAN'DiNH-SO~N 
Chi huy Tru'eing Phi10-binh/QLVNCH 

- H6-sd ca nhan 
- Lu'u - chi~u. - -

• 
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attn WRC (Indonesia) 
Cable: REJ,JEF TANJUNG PINANG 

(Indonesia) 

Galang Re~ugee Camp Phone: 21254 (Tanjung Plnang 
office only. Indonesia) 

elo Maxwell Road P.O. Box 3430 
Republic of Singa.pore 9054 

Nguyen nli Binh 
36/20 Nguyen Canh Chan Quan 
TI\aM Pilo 110 Chi Minh 
Vietnam 

Dear Nguyen Thi Binh. 

August 12, 1987 

( have never met you or your chlldren, but I have been the employer and dose friend of 
your former husband, Tran Duy Luong fOj' the last year and a half. It is with sorrow and 
sadness I must tell YOU that your former husband and the father of your children, Tran Duy 
Luong, died August 11, 1987 from hepatitis in the hospitai at Tanjung Pinang. Indonesia. 
I am \'ery sorry to have to write this letter to YOll. 

Luong became \'i.-eak and his skin started becoming yellow a couple weeks before. He said 
he had had problems with his liver in the past. My wife and I gave him extra food and 
vitamins and talked to the doctors about him. He went to the camp hospital on Wednesday 
August 5th but grew 'worse until on Saturday, ,\ugust 8th he was transferred to the hospital 
in Tanjung Pi nang. That same day he went into a coma and did not wake up again before 
he died. We visited hirn in the hospital and we \I:ere glad that he at least did not have to 

--'--SII~f-er-long -in-p&in.,-·! brought a tape recorder with us to visit him, hoping that he might 
be able to wake up and migN spl!ak some wards for me to send to you. He died at 3 a.m. 
the morning of August 11th without waking. 

Luong's body was returnea to Galang the same day. He was very respected and well-liked 
here on Galang and so many people came to me after he died a'iking about helping with the 
funeral. The South Vietnamese former Officers t'\ssociation dug a grave at the top of the 
hill in the camp cemetery. World Relief's own Vietnamese carpenters. his friends, built a 
very strong and beautiful casket. His casket \I:a~ carefully prepared by friends and dressed 
ill his best clothifig. The burial ceremony was attended by several hllndred people and was 
held during a beautiful sunset. I led 3 Chri,~tian buriai service and scripture from the Bible 
was read. Prayers were given and the officerf. honored him and thp song for the soldier, 
lion Tu Si was pla~ed. . 

After the burial the people came to the Protestant church and a memorial service for Luong 
was held. Some kind words of respect were spoken by Phan TIlliong Ngo. Luong's co-worker 
at World Relief's vocatioa,,! school and also a member of tile church committee. Rev. 
Benny Lompoliuw aiso said some good things about Luong who had been a faithful member 
of the churCh. The church choir sang a beautiful song from Jesus Christ's words: "ply 
Peace I Give Unto You". I gave my eulogy of Luong and the funeral se!·mon. It is difficult 
understanding God's reasons in a death t>ut the Bible scriptures shew \IS God's plan. J hope 
you have a Bible and can read these scriptures we read together last night in the funeral 
sermon: I Corinthians 15:50-58, Job 19:25-2/, Psalms 2J. I 111es.-;alonians 4:13-18, II Corin­
thians 4:15-5:9, John 14:1-6 and John 11:25-2ti. I know that these scriptures will bring 
comfort to you and help you understand what has happened to Luong. Plea<;e read these 
scriptures with your children. A Christian l'astor would be able to answer your 'qllestions 
about these scriptures and Luong's death also. 

.. -""-



Luong worked for World Relief here for two years and quickly showed his leadership skills 
he gained as a Lt. Colonel before 1975. ~Ie was promoted to Refugee Assistant Director 
which held the greatest authority. His previous two years of training in America also helped 
our program. I worked closely with Luong everyday for a year and a halL He was also my 
good friend. A few weeks ago a visitor asked me about Luong, who had responsibility for 
the entire vocational school when we were gone last month, and I remember saying: "I trust 
and respect Luong. He has the most integrity of any person I have ever met." ... We too 
have shed some tears in the last couple days. 

I know that your former husband spent 10 years in the reeducation camps and then more 
than two years here at Galang camp. Although he could have been quickly resettled in the 
US he chose instead to apPI) [0 go to Canada in hopes that he might b" able to help the 
family better there. But then his departure to Canada was postponed when it .was discovered 
he had a spot on his lung which might have been Tuberculosis. He was on the TB medicine 
program for eight months before he began to get sick. With the long war, twelve years of 
camps, the boat escape and then the diseases Luong had had a very difficult life. But 

.', -'Luong 'had accepted Jesus Ctirist' into'hislife as-his -Savior and so in spite of the Il'any . 
problems he was still able to smile. 

Luong wa:; in church every Sunday morning and even apologized to me a few days ago because 
he had missed a service for the first time in the more than t\'\'O years he had been here. 
He knew he was going to heaven and was not worried about death. As you tell your chil­
dren about their father going to heaven I will pray that the God of all comfort be with 
you and your family during this time. I don't know if your relationship with your former 
husband was kind and friendly, but I can assure you that in the two years I knew him here 
he was serving God fully and trying to be a good Christian man. I know he would not have 
wanted anything unsettled in his relationship with you or the children before he died and 
so I ask you and the children to forgive Luong if there was any old problems. 

We will be preparing a cememt grave marker and will send a' picture to you when it is com­
pleted. I am asking Phan Thuong Ngo to make a translation ,f this letter to enclose. 
Again, let me say that we are sharing the SOITOW of his death with you. But we must pre­
pare ourselves to be able to join him there in heaven. My last words to him as he was 
dying was not "Goodbye", I instead said "Luong, I'll see'you again" 

May God's peace and comfort be with YOU, 

--~.~. 

Rev. Joel T. Copple 

I have also written to Luong's second wife, Luu Thi Tot and I am sending a COpy of this 
letter to the cousin Tran Thi Tam in Canada and asked that she also mail a copy to you 
to make sure that this information arrives ... 
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