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International Secretariat. 10 Southampton Street. London WC2E 7HF • United Kingdom. Telephone: 01·836 7788. Telex: 28502 

EXTERNAL (for 
general distribution) 

Al Index: 
Distr: 

ASA If! /11/82 
UA . 

Fait. ac1iolt only by .the 60 ti'O(I'iJ! 9 M!.cti Olt~ : 
J,RANCE, VENMARK, ~W.EPJfj, }NVI~, _SRI~_ANK~, _NETHERL~PJ, .NO~A~ 

UA 235/82 Death Pen~lty/Fear of Torture 7 October 1982 

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NM!: Nguyen Minh SANG, aged 40, married 
interpreter for US companies before 
AVI il 1975 

Phan van TAN, aged 42, South 
Vietnamese official before 
April 1975 

Vu Xunn DU(lNG, aged 60, major in 
South Vietnamese army before 
April 1975 

Pham Cong BIEN, aged 43 
===~~~=~===~2===========~=====================================2======~ 

The four men above have been sentenced to death after being tried 
on 20-22 July 1981 by the People's Court in Ho Chi Hinh City on 
charges that between July 1978 nnd April 1979 they committed 14 armed 
robberies leading to the dcnth3 f thirt~~n p~ople, rGbbed a state 
farm and organized illegal departures for gold, ~ll in Dong Nai 
province. The four, with Phan v;m Tan at theIr l;p.;d, -,;cre 
reportedly the leaders of a large band of disaffected ex-South Viet­
namese soldiers, the rest of whom received lesser sentences at the 
trial. The Appeal Court confirmed the sentences on 25 November 1981. 

Awaiting execution·, the four are allegedly held in solitary 
confinement in Chi Hoa prison, Ho Chi Hinh City, nnd it has been 
reported that they are being held in shackles. They are denied visits 
from their families. Reports of their date ·of arrest are conflicting; 
information received by AI indic.ltes that all four wer-e arre9ted on 
8 April 1979 but Vietnam Rldio claims that they continued their 
activities into 1980. 

AI is concerned that the four men are allegedly attached to 
stocks in their cells. If this is true, it constitutes cruel, inhuman 
and degrading punishment. 

Background 

Since the defeat of non-communist Republic of (South) Viet Nam 
by communist Democratic Republic of (North) Viet Nam on )0 April 
1975, large numbers of ex-milital~ and civilian functionaries of the 
old regime spent time in "re-edu('ation" cnmps _ After their release, 
many find it impossible to obtain work; some are released from camps 
on condition that they work in New Economic Zones which are situated 
in jungles and lOOuntains of the central highlands. Of these, many 
return secretly to He; Chi tlinh City where they h~ve no official 
status; people released from nre-education" camps must wait between 
six IOOnths and a year before regaining their civil rights. 

. . -I .. -

"mllt'sly Inll'rnalional is an independent worldwide mO'·l'menl working for Ihl' inll'rnalional proll'clinn nf hllman righl~. II ~l'l'k\ Ihl' 
rd,'I/\(' of 1111'11 and woinl'n detained anywhere bl'callse of their hrlieh. colnllr, sex, ethnic origin. bng\l:l~1' or rl'li!!iolls cu'ell. pro\illeJ 111t'~ 
ha\1' nnt used or advocated ,·iolencl'. These are temll'd pr;wfI('n /·f conscil'ncl'. II wnrks for [a;r and pmm,,' /ria!s for all ",,!i/ic(J!I'''\''''' rs 
and work\ on behalf of slIch people detained withoul chalgl' (If Irial. II 0PI'OS(,S Ihl' tfnllir {,!'Till!'}' and 111""'(, or olher crtll'l, inhumall or 
til'l!.raJing trealmenl or punishment of 0/1 pri51mers "ilhoul 11'\1'1' ·1 inn. 



RECml!'IENDED ACTl ON : 

Telegrams/express letters/airmail letters: 
- urging commutation of the death sentences and stating AI's uncondi­

tional opposition to the death penalty as a violation of the right 
to life and the ultimnt(' c-rll('l, inhumnn nnd degrading punishment; 
expressing ~oncern at allegations that the four prisoners are 
shackled and requesting the authorities to investigate these 
reports in .accordance with the Vietnamese constitution which 
expressly forbids such trentment; 
requesting chat the four men be permitted access to their 
families. \ 

APPEALS TO: 
Fall action (lnlY by: FRANCE, VENMARK, SWEDEN, INDIA, SRI LANKA, 

NETHERLANDS, NORWAY 
Monsieur Phan Hien 
Ministre de laJustice 
Bo truong Bo Tu phap 
Hanoi. Viet Nam 

Te1.egJtam.& .to: M. Plum Hie'l 
Mitt.L6..tJr.e JUh.tic..e Hanoi V-i.e t Nam 

Monsieur Le van Xoan 
Directeur de l'Organe Supreme 

de Controle du Peuple 
Vien truong Vien Kiem sat Nhan 

Dan Toi cao thanh pho 
Ho Chi Minh Ville, Viet Nam 

TetegfUtm6 .to: M. Le van Xoatl 
:;'.(.:t.e.Gte.u. 't O''laanc SuP-'te.me du 
Conowte du Peuple, Ho Chi 
MiJlh Vi.U<'., V£'P.( Nnm 

! A& Head 06 Ho ClLi MiJ1h Ci..(y 
pltoc.uJta..toJUtte, Le van Xoan ..iA 
c.lIMged w.UJl .the lIJe.U-be...ulg 
a 6 pw ott e..I!h • ) 

~fons ieur Truong Chinh 
Presidpnt du Conseil d'Etat 
Chu tich Hoi Dong Nba nuoc 
!lanoi, Viet Nnm 

Tl'f('g'!ltm~ to: M. TJtUOHS Chirm rJtv..idelt~ 
COH,& ut d I Eta..t ffano-i. V.iU Nam 

{M PJte.&.ide.n.t 06 S.ta:te CouncU, TJtuong Chin/: 
h.a..& pOWell tn dec:ide amnu.tiu, gJr.a.n.t pltlLdonJ.> 
and cO'lInu.te ~en.tenc.u. I 

Monsieur Dao Luong, Directeur 
Giam Doc Trai Giam Chi Hoa 
Ho Chi Hinh Ville. Viet Nam 

T e1.e gJtam.& .to: ~rune a.ddJtu~ M abo ve 

(A.& V-0'1.ec.toJt 06 pJt-t~on .in wlu.c.h de.tiUnee.& a.' 
held, Dao Luong ..iA uLrima..te.ty Jtel>pon~.ibfe. 6l 
tltei!1. t/leatme.nL) 

Copies of appeals should be sent to Vietnamese diplomatic 
representatives in your country. 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. Check with the 
International Secretariat if sending appeals after 7 November 1982. 

Please take action as soon as you receive this Urgcnl 
Action appeal. Carefully read the recommended a.:tion. 
If possible, send a telegram or express leiter imme,!i3It'ly 
to one or more of the addresses given. Other 1('I\('r5 can 
be sent afterwards. 

Telegrams and letters should be brief and C(ltlrt~('tls. 

Stress Ihat your concern for human rights is not in an) 
way politically partisan, Refer to relevant provision~ in 
international law, such as the United Nations Univer,al 
Declaration of Human Rights: 

Articl,e 3 - "Everyone has the right to tile. liberty 
and ~urity of person." 

Article 5 "No one shall \->c suhjected to torture 
or to cruel, inhuman or degrading Ireatmcnt or 
punishment. .. 

Article q - "No one shall he subjected to arhitrary 
arrest, detention or exile." 

- The name of Amnesty International may h(' IHed. 
althou!!h letters written in a private or personal capacit'y' 
are orren more effective. 

- Copies of appeals shollld be sent to relevant diplomatic 
representat ivcs in your cnunt ry . 

III Urgent Action cases, Amnesty International has to 
act r:lpidly to prevenl the iII·treatment of prisoners. An 
appeal is i~'med when Amnesty International believes it 
has receivcd reliable and accurate in fonnation in such 
cases. It is not always possible to verify all details 
indcpendently and in sOllie instances the situation out· 
litH'l1 in the appeal may change. tilgent Action partici· 
p:mts arc always notified of any si~nific;mt new intor· 
Illation. 

Copies of any replies received from governlll(,llt :llIth,'r· 
itie~ should be sent immediately to your nath'llal ~ection 
llr!!ent Action coordinator or direct to the International 
Secretarial. If appropriate. thank the official will' 113\ 

r'~plied and a~k to he "ept informed Jh,)\lt 1111' CJq~ 
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TRltH·lut VAN-KUN THE-VI 80-TltH UrU-TRlY lAI PRONG lUC-Str 
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TOA All NHAfl DAN TO I CAO CONG BOA XA HOI CHU fIGHIA VIEr ?lfJ.1 
Do. a Lap T:l Do Hunh Plnic 

TeA PHUC THAM 
•• • 

, A ~ :! T<].l Tho.nh pho Ho Ch :.tlnh 

, 

TH!CH LUC AI'; HINU 
----~..;,.....;;=;..;; 

Sel 10"/VPPT _~l..._';":;"'';'';;;' 

Tal an 90 491t/HSPT ;H~ny ~5/11/198J., .Ton p:n.ic 
."..' • \..../ """,; .' +l ,. 

TAND Toi Cuo T9-1 TP. Ho (:hl 111nh, d~l X'3t x:1 pnuc v.lam. 

vc~ cne bt cO.o eo khnng cno : 
"". ! _" '!'of 1/ Nguyon J.1illh Sane b Janh Vo ·Hah, Sao, Nguyen 

..t " , " - .. quvc Hling sinh ngay 19/3/19 .... 2- ~inh quau : Binh Tri ~'lIien-..... 
• • / ' " "*1..,,,, '1''' , Twn trll t3.1 so 350 28 cllJ)\lg Bul HJ:u HgIlJ.a-Pllit:mg 14-

~ . , ql.!an 
..t. 

tai phlen Dinh 'rh:p1h-'£P.HCH,ngay t~'n gL.Illl 8/lt/1979 .. Co m?;"t . , 
toa. 

- Sf c~o khang khnng cao : 

h - 1 \: # - ., r:1' .,.9 
- P .::m v~i.1 TGll b1 danh va eo.o tea gia : l!Wn ?ht':l, "" .........., -

Nguyen V~n Con,Le HOMg Ph:lcJng, Phan. .Vinh Trun, Hum Ham , , " 
Ha, pho....~ due 1·:1nh sinh nHm 1940- sinh qUall : Long A.."1-Tru 
',,_ II' .... ~ • , , 

quun : ...chong dP.ilg ky nhnn ;th:lU tht1(Jl1L '~£'u- l~r.ay tnn .?,irun • 
01/?/1980 • 

."..,- -.. .. '" .. " 
- .P!lq.m the .Cong,tel! gia Trun V~n :8ao, sinh n~DY 19/ 

2/1957- sin:! ,!uim : Ph·to'e Tuy- Tl'u quri.r;. : so 90/103 d'lOt3 
, , -~... '\ , 

C:l Thurlg 8- Pldor1t:; 12- qU~1l TQ.n Binh-TP. HeM·· !{go.y t.:;m gi~m 
01/1/1$79. 

AN D7i 'l'UYEN I 

~ ......, -t " ..... t 
GL.t nguyenco.c quyei- d~nh euo. un sr.' thnrn. 

-.J ~ '\, 

Tuyen bo : Nguyen Hinh S[lng t I Va dinh S"Uh • eu .. '1,~ 
'\.. \.. • -.,.J ~ 

dong b\>n 24 1..>1- euo deu ph~n t9i flAm r.du l~lt do chlnh quyen·'. 

Ap dvng d19'u It,~{ho':m a, pblIJ 1~nh t.~ lr.g trl cae toi 
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Nguyen 

Hl..mg) t~ hlnh. 
Ninh Sang (ttl vii Dlnh scm, ttJ. Nguy;n 

• Ap dv.::g di~U 13,~lw~ 1 euo., P~9P l~nh. nay x~, 
sung cm sO' thmn tildc quyen bau cll va 'ing ell eua b1 eo.o 

\: .., .,.J ., , 

thl Tll trong tho'! gla.n. th~ thach n~m (05) n~ ke t'l co 
so' thiim ngay 20,21,22 t"·ing 7/1981 dO. xIl ph~t -"'t cO.o 3 , 
tu treat 
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