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BOB FILNER

SOTH DISTRICT. CALIFORNIA

TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE
COMMITTEE
VETERANS' AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

330 CANNON BUILDING
WasHINGTON, DC 205158
TEL:(202) 225-8045
Fax: (202) 225-9073

33VF STRRET, SUITE A CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
e o oes HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FaX: (619)422-7290

September 5, 1998

Tam Ta

San Diego, CA 92115-5245

Dear Tam:

Thank you for contacting me about your request for assistance.

In order for my office to assist you in this matter, I will need
additional information. Please call me or Manny Doria of my staff

at ¢ as soon as possible.

I look forward to working with you to resolve this matter.

FILNER
Member of Congress

BF/md
238674

Printed on Revy cled Paper



August 17, 1998
Senator Dianne Feinstein

San Francisco, CA‘ 94105-2744
Attn: Michael Brandon

Re: Assistance for Mr. Phan Van Minh

Dear Senator Feinstein:

1 am Mr.‘Tam Ta of _ San Diego, CA 92115-5245. I would like
to request vour assistance on behalf of Mr. PhanVan Minh who lives in Viet Nam. When
the North Vietnamese took over South Viet Nam in 1975, they put hundreds of thousands
of South Vietnamese miiitary and government personnel in so-called ‘re-education
camps.”. a kind of inhumane labor camps found in Nazi Germanny and other totalitarian
countries.

The U.S. government’s Orderly Departure Program (ODP) based in Bangkok, Thailand, is
tasked with interviewing and processing former re-education camp inmates and their
families who wish to come to the U.S. as refugees under ODP’s Humanitarian Operation
(HO). In May 1997, the State Department (as documented in the enclosed letter from
Senators Kennedy and Abraham) promised to Congress that ODP will review HO
applications filed by former re-education camp prisoners after the 1994 deadline. Mr.
Minh lives in a remote area under difficult conditions and therefore could not submit his
application before the deadline. We understand that hundreds of others had submitted
applications to ODP after the 1994 deadline, but has received no response and ODP has
not assigned a case number. It appears that ODP has not begun to implement the activity
promised by their superiors at the State Department. Nor is clear to me if ODP stores
these post-1994 applications in a special room or just disposes of them after a while.

Mr. Minh and I worked for the same South Vietnamese government unit, and we spent
vears together in the same re-education camp.

Please help us by transmitting the attached application package to Mr. Dewey
Pendergrass, ODP Director, U.S. Embassy - Thailand, Box 58, APO AP 96546. 1 am
confident that ODP would not ignore a transmittal from a member of Congress. We are
grateful for vour intervention and authorize your releasing information to the Vietnamese
Community of Washington DC, MD and VA, and Boat People SOS, Inc., who are
assisting me. Thank you very much.

Tam Ta




August 17, 1998

Congressman Bob Filner

Chula Vista. CA 91910-2624

Re: Assistance for Mr. Phan Van Minh
Dear Congressman Filner:

IamMr FTamTaof . .. _ ___._.__. _, SanDiego, CA 92115-5245. 1would like
to request vour assistance on behalf of Mr. PhanVan Minh who lives in Viet Nam. When
the North Vietnamese took over South Viet Nam in 1975, they put hundreds of thousands
of South Vietnamese military and government personnel in so-called “re-education
camps.”. a kind of inhumane labor camps found in Nazi Germanny and other totaiitarian
countries.

The U.S. government’s Orderly Departure Program (ODP) based in Bangkok, Thailand, is
tasked with interviewing and processing former re-education camp inmates and their
families who wish to come to the U.S. as refugees under ODP’s Humanitarian Operation
(HO). In May 1997, the State Department (as documented in the enclosed letter from
Senators Kennedy and Abraham) promised to Congress that ODP will review HO
applications filed by former re-education camp prisoners after the 1994 deadline. Mr.
Minh lives in a remote area under difficult conditions and therefore could not submit his
application before the deadline. We understand that hundreds of others had submitted
applications to ODP after the 1994 deadline, but has received no response and ODP has
not assigned a case number. It appears that ODP has not begun to implement the activity
promised by their superiors at the State Department. Nor is clear to me if ODP stores
these post-1994 applications in a special room or just disposes of them after a while.

Mr. Minh and I worked for the same South Vietnamese government unit, and we spent
vears together in the same re-education camp.

Please help us by transmitting the attached application package to Mr. Dewey
Pendergrass, ODP Director, U.S. Embassy - Thailand, Box 58, APO AP 96546. 1 am
confident that ODP would not ignore a transmittal from a member of Congress. We are
grateful for your intervention and authorize your releasing information to the Vietnamese
Community of Washington DC, MD and VA, and Boat People SOS, Inc., who are
assisting me. Thank you very much.

Sincerely.

Coawlt

Tam Ta
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