




FEB. 28, 1989 

Congresswoman Marge Roukema 

Ridgewood NJ, 07450 

Ref.File# IV.25473 

Dear Congresswoman Roukema, 

I am writing you as my last salvation, for eight years 
I have been trying to bring my brother and his family here from 
Viet Nam,Where life could be a little easier. In 1986 my brother 
passed away leaving his wife and two children, and there was 
hopes that I would be able to bring them here as I promised. 

Every time I open his file, it brings back so much sad­
ness and 'tears. I coul dn' t hel p but cry and cry, for ei ght. years 
I continued trying to bring them here to the U.S. 

I will make it short and simple so that you could un­
derstand my case. In 1981 I filed to sponsor my brother and his 
family,in that time my brother is in prison being treated like a 
criminal because he was an officer in the prior government, after 
four years in re-education camp he became very ill,after he was 
released his illness continued, and he became a vegetable. I 
cried for help to everyone who I thought could help me but there 
was no results. I understood that our government has it's hands 
full with so many cases of people who need immediate attention 
like him. But my brother could not hold on to life any longer. 
Because of the lack of work and money, as soon as he filed an ap­
plication to leave VIET NAM he and his wife were forced to give 
up their jobs, they were treated like foreigner's in their own 
country. No jobs,no money, no food, and no medicine, how much 
could a person take. That·s why he died. Left a wife and two 
children alone not knowing whether or not if they could survive 
long enough to come to the U.S. When he died, his eyes were 
still open longing for some good news from his sister, me, I 
could not describe the feelings when I received the news of his 
death. I contacted the U.S. Embassy and wanted to go there per­
sonally to take the family out, and they t.old me that they could 
not guarantee my safety once I stepped into VIET NAM. Even though 
I am U.S. citizen they could not protect me. What could I do? My 
dearest congresswoman! ,so I continue sending money to pay for 
someone who could take care of getting an exit visa for my sister 
in-law and the two kids. 

I don't know if I have enough strength and courage to 
go on writing. 

Tears came flowing out of my eyes and regret that my 
brother is not strong enough tel I i VE~ thr'clLlgh the ordeal we f aCl:-d, 
so that we could share the life in the United States where 
freedom and justice that no other country has . 
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Yesterday I received Good news that my sister in-law 
had an exit visa and today I found out from Alexis that because 
my brother died, it became a different case. My sister in-law is 
not considered my immediate family. I feel that the children of 
my brother are of my blood and they are minors and need their 
mother"s care. 

My hopes are again shattered I am emotionally and 
financially drained, where should I begin? does this mean start­
ing allover again? when will this end? I don't know what to do 
anymore my only hope is that nothing happens to me so I could 
continue to perform my duty to my brother. Before he died he 
wrote me " Please take care of my 'family you are the only one,my 
angel,1f I die don't give up hope. The comfort that we found each 
other again and knowing that my family will be safe in your 
hands." 

Because I was married to an U.S. Officer for twenty one 
years which my family did not approved, so we lost touch. In 1975 
when Viet Nam fell they finally found me and asked for my help. 
Since then I have tried desperately to save them from communism. 
It's pure hell as you could imagine, enclosed is a picture of my 
brothers funeral, his son is holding a picture of his daddy 
standing next to the coffin, as you can see he was only eighty 
pounds when he died, notice his wife and two children hew thin 
they look, from the life that they have been through. Please save 
them. If the situation goes on any longer I am afraid he will 
die, just like his daddy. 

Dearest congresswoman, please represent me, one word of 
yours is worth a thousand words of mine I really need your help. 
You are my last hope. 

Thank you for your attention and your valuable time 

ectfull y Yours, 

M":::\F'Y Li E'n F'c.J,,~er-s 

(Ho thi Bach Lien) 





MARGE ROUKEMA 
5TH DISTRICT, 'lEW JERSEY 

COMMITTUS: 

BANKING, FINANCE AND 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON HUNGER <tongre.s.s of the CJ1inittd ~tate.s 
iRonse of RtpftSrntetints 
~eshington, 39~ 20515 

March 3, 1989 

WASHINGTON O~;ICE 

l03 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE SUllOl' 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

NEW JERSEy O""en, 

RIDGEWOOD, NJ 0)'50 

NEWTON, NJ 07860 

Mr. Bruce Beardsley. 
Orderly Departure Program 
U.S. Embassy 

RE: I. V. 25473 

Bangkok, Thailand 
Box 58 
APO San Francisco 96346-7200 

Dear Mr. Beardsley, 

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Ms. Mary Lien Powers of 
Ringwood, New Jersey who filed an immigrant visa petition on behalf of 
her brother, Ho Duc Huan and his family in 1981. Ms. Powers told me that 
her family was granted exit visas from the Vietnamese authorities valid 
until January 14, 1990. 

• Please review the enclosed letter from Ms. Powers in which she 
explains the tragic situation as a result of the death of her brother, Ho 
Duc Huan. As the letter states, Ho Duc Huan and his family were awaiting 
the approval of immigrant visas. However, on March 3, 1986, Ho Duc Huan 
died. Upon his death and without proper notification to Ms. Powers, the 
immigrant visa papers for Ho Duc Huan's wife, his daughter and son were 
returned to the Immigration and Naturalization Service on March 13, 1987. 

While I understand the current law requires applicants to have an 
immediate relative in the United States in order to qualify for the 
immigrant visa status, I believe that these extraordinary circumstances 
warrant special consideration. The untimely death of Ho Duc Huan has 
placed undue hardship on his family, and they very much want to join the 
rest of his family here in the United States. Consequently, I have 
contacted Commissioner Nelson to ask that he reconsider the status of 
their case. Clearly the circumstances surrounding the tragic death of He 
Duc Huan warrant that his family's eligibility 'status for an immigrant 
visa be reinstated. 

I request that this unique situation be reconsidered in regard to 
the tragic death of Ms. Powers's brother. Please consider this as a 
refugee case based on the humanitarian concerns of the family and Ho Duc 
auan's four years in a Vietnamese re-education camp and the terminal 
illness he contracted there. 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 
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The Honorable Alan C. Nelson 
Commissioner RE: I.V. 25473 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
425 Eye Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20536 

Dear Commissioner Nelson, 

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Ms. Mary Lien Powers, of 
Ringwood, New Jersey who filed an immigrant visa petition on behalf of 
her brother, Ho Duc Huan, and his family in 1981. Ms. Powers told me 
that her family was granted exit visas from the Vietnamese authorities 
valid until January 14, 1990. 

Please review the enclosed letter from Ms. Powers in which she 
explains the tragic situation as a result of the death of her brother, Ho 
Duc Huan. As the letter states, Ho Duc Huan and his family were awaiting 
the approval of immigrant visas. However, on March 3, 1986, Ho Duc Huan 
died. Upon his death and without proper notification to Ms. Powers, the 
immigrant visa papers for Ho Duc Huan's wife, his daughter and son were 
returned to the I.N.S. March 13, 1987. 

While I understand the current law requires applicants to have an 
immediate relative in the United States in order to qualify for the 
immigrant visa status, I believe that these extraordinary circumstances 
warrant special consideration. The untimely death of Ho Duc Huan has 
placed undue hardship on his family, and they very much want to join the 
rest of his family here in the United States. Consequently, I ask that 
you reconsider the status of their case. Clearly the circumstances 
surrounding the tragic death of Ho Duc Huan warrant that his family's 
eligibility status for an immigrant visa be reinstated. 

I would greatly appreciate your favorable consideration of this 
request. If you should require additional information or if you have 
questions, you may contact Alexa Alley- in my Ridgewood office. 

Enclosures I 
cc: Ms. Mary Lien Powers 

Mr. Art Roselli 

Sincerely, 

71f~~ 
Marge Roukema 
Member of Congress 
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