To, Kien Thanh

Strongsville, Ohio 44136

October 10th, 1994.

Mrs. Khuc, Minh Thu

President, Family of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association
PO Box 5435

Alington, VA 22205 - 0635

Re: IV#281564
V85705
Vietnamese List: H20 - 382 R

Dear Mrs. Khuc:

The United States Government has been creating and operating Orderly
Departure Program (ODP) to allow the Vietnamese political and war prisoners
detained in concentration camps by the Vietnamese Communist Regime to migrate
to the United States of America.

Having a status as a political prisoner detained for over six years in the
concentration camps, I submitted an application to ODP Office in Bangkok for
migration to Ohio state on behalf of myself and my family, including my wife and
six unmarried children.

All of my eight family members were interviewed in Saigon on March 17, 1993
by the officials of ODP Office in Bangkok. In this interview, I was requested to
produce one copy of my family's household document made and dated prior to
1993 so that all members in my family would be accepted to the United States of
America. Unfortunately, such a document was not available in the interview.

But, Immediately after this interview, with an agreement from the ODP
Officials, I contacted the Vietnamese local authority in Hue, where my whole family
used to reside, to obtain this document. However, when I hurried back to Saigon
for the next appointment, my file had been closed and all American Officials had



returned to Bangkok. To my astonishment, I was notified that I, my wife and only
three out of my six children on the application were granted for the migration and
the other three youngest children including one son and two daughters were denied.
Their names are:

1) To, Thanh Son born in 1969 in Hue, Vietnam. ( Son )
2) To, Thi Thu Thuy born in 1970 in Hue, Vietnam. (Daugther)
3) To, Thi Kieu Loan born in 1973 in Hue, Vietnam. (Daugther)

Afterwards, I made very many attempts to request for another personal
appoinment with American Officials through the Vietnamese External Affairs, but
all were refused. I therefore sent the requested document directly to the ODP Office
in Bangkok with the hope that they would reconsider to allow all of us to go.

In this circumstance, according to some sources from the Vietnamese
Authority at that time: If I and part of my family refused to go and chose to stay in
Vietnam to make an appeal for the above three children, then I would have had to
go through a lengthy and very complicated process. Chances could be none of us
would have been allowed to leave the country if the door was suddenly shut down
for any reasons.

Having lots of confusion and daring not to take risk, I decided to receive the
traveling documents, and five of us left Vietnam for Ohio on September 12, 1994.

So far, it has been over a year since I submitted the requested document to
ODP Office in Bangkok in September 1993, I have not heard anything from them yet
and I am not sure whether or not they still have had any interest to reopen my file.

Dear Mrs. Khuc, I truly believe in the humanitarian purpose of ODP
program created by the United States Government. That is to help healing the
wounds of war and reducing the sufferings of the Vietnamese political and war
prisoners inflicted by the Communist Regime after the collapse of South Vietnam.
Personally, I and my family are profoundly appreciated to be accepted as new
residents and citizen-to-be of this country.

However, as a result of my family's separation, three children of mine who
were still left behind in Vietnam had to suffer a great deal, emotionally.

Besides, as being labelled as children of the "Reactionary Class" of the
South Vietnam "Puppet Government” so called, they have had to face a political



discrimination by the Vietnamese Communist Regime in their everyday's lives. They
have had no equal opportunity like many other children of any Vietnamese common
or communist people could have had in all walks of life. And therefore, they have
had to constantly face a big uncertainty for their future.

They are my biological children, I think they deserve to live together with us
as a family in Ohio as HO program policy has been consistently applied for other
Vietnamese political ex-prisoners' families.

Ironically, at the moment, I and my wife as parents are very much concerned
for their well-being.

For the above reason, I beg for your generosity to intervene with ODP Office
in Bangkok and/or American Government within your influences and power of the
president of Family of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Associaton so that all of my
three aforementioned children will be allowed to reunite with us in Ohio in very
near future.

They are still very young, energetic, healthy and brilliant. I am sure that if
they are just given an opportunity to live and enjoy the freedom here in the United
States, they will be able to develop their potientals to a full extent through their
education and work and therefore will contribute to build this country stronger like
many other immigrants who have traditionally become good citizen.

1 apjologize for a lengthy letter which takes too much of your time, but I have
to describe it in details so that you could follow the senario how my family got
separated.

On behalf of my family, I would like to extend our sincere thanks in advance
from the bottom of our hearts for your kind assistance in this matter and wish you
and your family well in your best interest of helping the Vietnamese political and war
prisoners.

I am looking forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

Pl

To, Kien Thanh



The following address is the OPD Office where you may contact in your
convenience:

Orderly Departure Program Office
Refugee Section

American Embassy

Box 58

APO AP

96546

Attached please find my family's household document requested by the ODP
Officials in my interview on March 17, 1993 in Vietnam. One copy has been sent
to ODP Office in Bangkok, Thailand in September 1993. It's for your own
reference.

Thank you.
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Immigration and
Naturalization Service

1
1-94 TIles .
Departure Record AL o b e
. TARLOUMENT AL ACRIZED,
NYC DATS 1153 OFF.
14.Family Name //}l A
Oy .@//"( 0‘(/ qc( f ; S
T IR T N R T TR SN RN S S | 11

15.First (Given) Name

| KIEN THANH, , , .

1 i1
16.Birth Date (Day/ Mo/ ¥Yr)

12y 09, 32,

17.Country of Citizenship

| VIETNAM . .

l
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-

Warning -A nonimmigrant who accepts unauthorized employment is subject to
deportation. -
Important - Retain this permit in your possession; you must swrrender it when you
leave the U.S. Failure to do so may delay your entry into the U.S. in the future.

You are authorized to stay in the U.S. only until the date written on this form. To
remain past this date, without permission from immigration authoritics, is a
violation of the law. ~-
Surrender this permit when you leave the U.S.: - .
- By sea or air, to the transportation line; .
- Across the Canadian border, to a Canadian Official;
- Across the Mexican border, to a U.S. Official.
Studénts planning to reenter the U.S. within 30 days to return to the same school,
see “Arrival-Departure™ on page 2 of Form I-20 prior to surrendering this permit.
-~ Record of Changes

L b

— A# 73319150 v# V0857205- TV# 281564
CLEVELAND OH 44115 - - IRSA
Port: e oot * Departure’Record
Date: '
. Carrier: . . _ .. .
~ Flight #/Ship Name: -
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To, Kien Thanh

Strongsville
Ohio 44136 USA
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Mrs. Khuc, Minh Tho

Family of Vietnamese
Political Prisoners Association
PO Box 5435

Alington, VA 22205 - 0635
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Pages Removed (S.S.)

| page(s) was/were removed from the file of T8 77-{,4/\! H x<ZTE& N L
( 19 3&_ ) due to containing Social Security numbers. The page(s) was/were copled
with the Social Security numbers covered up. The copy/copies was/were placed into the

fileof T8 TivaA/iH KTEN . The original(s) was/were placed
into the Restricted/Reserved files.

-Anna Mallett
Date: e | 0O





