FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE
K]nlmLHﬂDNHBA&DC
RO. BOX 5435

October 2, 1989

Dear Tho:

Today is the day that the U.S. Delegation arrive to reopen
the resettlement process. We are all very happy.

I am very hopeful and will remain so. However, I perceive
many signs that show there are still a number of obstacles to
be faced - especially for those of high ranking and those who
were detained in camp for a long time.

Last week a number of low rank officers. were called in

for "Pre-Interview" sessions and were notified that they will

|
|
l
soon be interviewed to go to America. In the meanwhile, there
were only a handful of high ranking officers' names included
} among the 3,000-quota to be resettle in the U.S. I am assuming
| that the ODP and Political Prisoner Resettlement Program are
; the same since those who were called above were all officers
‘ as well as camp detainees and all possessed LOI/Exit Permits
(applied prior to 1985).
However, a point to be noted is that of which quotas are
these people accounted in? The 3,000-quota of the Political
‘ Prisoner Resettlement Program or the ODP quota? Have the two
| quotas merged together? It is my understanding that the two
1 Governments (U.S. and Vietnamese) previously had agreed that
! the ODP and the Political Prisoner Resettlement Program will
retain their separate identities. Hopefully the quotas will

stay separate as well. I certainly will keep you inform of

anything I hear.

Nghia
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4 October, 1989
Letter from VietNam dated 14 Sept.,-1989

"Most of all, enclosed are two files which you can either
send to ODP or Robert Funseth Re-Settlement program as soon
as possible.

And now, reporting to you our news at home. Last week, the
Cong An Nhan Dan paper printed an article about the re-
settlement program upon which an agreement was signed in
Hanoi in july, 1989. Consisder it officially, Hanci
announced this event. The VietNam goverment has admitted the
agreement was officially signed, not only initialled like it
was said before.

Yet, there might be some other difficulties ahead that we
may want to study and prepare in order to avoid any
chstacles.

In addition, I'd like to get your attention to reconsisder
the idea of greeting the former political priscner when they
arrive in the United States. They are worried (if not to say
inappropriate) about the welcome rally that you are
organizing. The goverment of VietNam do not like us to
praise this event, of course, they have their reasons. Their
concerns from political point of view or some others are
their to worry. However, from where we stand, if we are not
careful and making a great deal out of this it may create
some cbstacles later. This is not only for 1989, but also
for the years to come. It is costly to all of us for each
time the program is delayed. Each time it is delayed, each
time it is required to be re-negotiated. All the

blames, therefore, shall be put on those welcoming rallies.
For that reason, we sincerely suggest to you to reconsisder
and simplify every form of welcoming. The least the better.
We, here, all know about what you have prepared for us. From
greetings to sponsorships thereafter.

However, who is fortunate to go first need to think about
the ones who is waiting for their turns. What importance is
that we want this re-settlement program to be continually
successful through ocut the years. We all at home have been
telling each other that each individual need to think of the
cther by not to make any unthinking silly anncucements,
which may cause problems for the others, in public. But,
with all the public meetings, and conferences that you are
going to organize it may create an atmosphere which may
encourage them to say things without thinking. And that
could be a costly mistake that the others may have to
suffer.
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In summary, there are two impartant pcints need to be

consisdered.
1. Minimize any type of welcoming. Keep it as simple and

small as possible. Do not let them use any excuses to

delay other trips.

2. Assist them [hew comers]l not to get a chance to be
interviewed, and toc talk on any subjects which could
cause problems and obstacle for others.”






