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Cazwell J. Page 
Singing Oaks 
P.O. BOX 181 
Wexford, PA 15090 

Dear Mr. Page: 

Embassy (!l the United States of America 

Bangkok, Thailand 

August 11, 1988 

This is in response to your letters of December 15, 1987 
and March 8, 1988 concerning a number of the U.s. Orderly 
Departure Program (ODP) cases. Following are our answers 
to your questions regarding these cases. 

IV-234228: 

IV-8l247: 

IV-46411 : 

IV-83327: 

The applicants on this file are 
Nguyen Thi Truyen, Vu Thi Kim 
Van, VU Minh Tan, Vu Chinh Dung 
and Vu Thi Kim Nga. 

Per your request, we are sending 
you a copy of the file worksheet 
listing the applicants' names. 

In 1986 we sent a Letter of 
Introduction (LOI) to Nguyen 
Van Binh in Vietnam. Per your 
request, we are sending you a 
copy of the LOI. 

We have reviewed the case and 
are sending an LOI to you to 
forward to TU Van Hoa and family 
in Vietnam. They should present 
the LOI to the security office 
in the area where they live, 
in conjunction with their 
applications for emigration, 
as a preliminary step to an 
eventual interview for the 
United States ODP. 

The Affidavit of Relationship 
(AOR) which we earlier requested 
from Duong Dinh Nga is no longer 
needed as he is not TU Van Hoa's 
close relative. 



IV-56799: 

IV-97097 : 

IV-1l3757: 

- 2 -

We have reviewed the case and 
are sending you an LOI to 
forward to Nguyen Huu Ngan and 
family in Vietnam for their use 
in applying to the Vietnamese 
authorities for emigration. 

On July 7, 1988, we sent a 
questionnaire to Nguyen Thi Ngoc 
Phuong in Vietnam to complete 
and return to us. Once we 
receive it, we will be able to 
determine what actions to be 
taken regarding this case. 

This case includes Lai Thi Qui, 
her children, her parents and 
her sister. It is being 
processed on the basis of the 
Affidavit of Relationship (AOR) 
filed by pham Van Trinh, Lai 
Thi Qui's uncle in the u.s. 
Unfortunately, we are unable to 
process this case on the basis 
of Lai Thi Qui's late husband's 
training in the u.s. ODP policy 
does not allow relatives to 
derive benefits from deceased 
family members unless it can be 
proven that their death came as 
a result of their association 
with the U.S., for example in 
re-education camp. 

Please note that we have no record of Le Thanh Danh (DOB: september 25, 1946). 

I hope this information is helpful to you. 

Sincerely, 

~1 12: j f -/~I(1.' C j ,Y!l1fkR 
/ f'u~1t A/ eardsl~{i ~ 

couns~t6r of Emb~ 
( for 

Refugee and Migration Affairs 
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Budget for 1987 (9425.778 billion revenue, 
- "14.937 expenditure). (Radio Hanoi Dec. 27, 

,IS-EAS 88-249). 
* * * * * 

SRV Criminal Procedure Code. Directive of 
CM Chm. Do' Mllbi on implementation of the Law 
on Criminal Procedures, which i~ to be put into 
effect on Jan. I, 1989. (Radio Hanoi Oct. 22, 
FBIS-EAS 88-208). 

* • * * * 
Heng Samrin. Text of speech delivered by 

KPRP Gen. Sec. Heng Samrin to the PRK Army 
Congres.. on Oct. 29 in Phnom Penh, summariz­
ing army's achievement. and outlining future 
tasks. (Radio Phnom Penh Oct. 29, FBIS-EAS 88-
21 I). 

* * * * * 
Nguyen Van Linh. A speech delivered by the 

VCP Gen. Secretary on youth education, deliv­
ered before the "Third National Conference of 
Good Cadres in Charge of the Ho Chi Minh 
Vanguard Teenager Unit" (HCMTVU), held in 
Hanoi Nov. 13, was broadca..t by Hanoi Nov. 14, 
FBIS-EAS 88-221. In an interview in Hanoi with 
with correspondent Roland Leroy Linh dillcusses 
prospects for economic reform in Vietnam and 
Vietnam's position regarding Kampuchea. Publi­
.hed in L'Humanite (of the French Communist 

rty) Oct. 28, FBIS-EAS 88-218. 
* * * • * 

Lao Reform. The LPRP Gen. Sec. Kaysone 
Phomvihan'~ five part article, "Renovation and 
Development", a lengthy statement on where 
Laos ha.. been and where it is going, was carried 
by Radio Vientiane De. 9,10,1l (FBIS-EAS 88-
243/250). 
~~ __ ~~~~~~r----'* * 
. SRV Public Welfare Duty. The regulation.. on 
"labor duty for public welfare" were promulgated 
Nov. 21 by the SRV Council of State. All citizen.. 
are expected to work up to ten days a year grati. 
on road building, water conservancy and similar 
~tate projects (which ~ounds su..piciously like 
19th century corvee labor). (Radio Hanoi Nov. 
22, JPRS-SEA 88-048). 

-....,=--.;* 
* 

*------*--.--*---:--* • • * 
Vietnam Journale;. The Indochina Archive has 

received a collection of back issues of Hanoi 
academic journal. (five titles, about 50 copies) 
dated the 1980's which may be consulted at the 
Archive. The titles: Ngon NgJ Hoc (Linguistics), 
Van Hoa Dan Gian (Folklore); Khao Co" Hoc 

rcheologyl; xC H6'i Hoc (Sociological Review), 
.• etnam Social Scier\ces '(in Engli.h). 

* * * * * 
Tee-shirt •• An extraordinarily large selection 

of Vietnam War tee-shirt. ie; available for about 
$11 each from Sin Loi production.., II 001 N. 
Main St., Gainsville, FL 3260 I. 
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Policy Papers. The quarter wa.. the sea..on for 
gratuitou.. advance advice from think tanks and 
o~hers as to what the incoming Bush admini..tra­
tlOn should do or not do about Vietnam, the 
Kampuchean war and the problem~ of Indochin­
e..e countries in general: 

* "Recommendations for the New Admini..tra­
tion on United States Policy Toward Indochina." 
From Dick Clark and the Indochina Policy Forum 
of the Aspen Institute. The work of a fairly large 
number of academics, government people and 
others who are more or less centrle;t in their 
political views (with a few left of center thrown 
in). As a group they appear to be a bit more 
credulou." about what l" possible with respect to 
improved U.S.-Vietnamese relation." than ie; justi­
fied by the current di"array on the Hanoi leader­
ship scen~. In time they may prove to be correct, 
but as with the prayer of the author awaiting l 
word from his prospective publishers: "How 
Long, Oh Lord, How Long?" Address: The Aspen 
Institute, Wye Center, P.O. Box 222, Queen."-....,...., 
town, MD 21658. . 

* "Peace in Indochina and Stability in South­
ea."t A~ia." A white paper is."ued by the National 
United Front for the Liberation of Vietnam. This 
major emigre organization argues that the First 
Principle of the future U.S. relations/policies 
with Hanoi should be domestic Vietnam improve­
m~nt, t.ha~ l<; the test question should always be: 
Will thIS Improve the economic condition and 
expand the rights and freedoms of the Vietnam­
ese people? Addres.": NUFRONLIV, P.O. Box 
7826, San Jose, CA 95150. 

* Unfilled Hopes: The Humanitarian Parole-\ 
/Immigrant Vl"a Program for Border Cam- I 
bodians" by the U.S. Committee for Refugees. A lji 
well balanced and thoughtful analysis of the 
refugee/immigrant problem, which le; bad and is _ 
going to get worse before it gets better. With) 
recommendation.". Address: 1025 Vermont Ave., 
N.W., Suite 920, Washington, D.C. 20005. Tel.: 
202-347-3507. 

* "Coping With Gorbachev's Soviet Union" by 
Stephen Sestanovich, et- aI, Center for Strategic 
and International Studies (Washington, D.C.). 
Four essays on what the advent of Mikhail Gor­
bachev means to future U.S. foreign policy in 
general (with application." to Asia/Indochina). 
Address: 1800 K Street, N.W., Suite 400 Wash­
ington, D.C. 20006. Tel.: 202-887-0200. ' 

* * * * * - ... 
Vietnam Gear Wanted. The U.S. Marine Corps 

museum (in the Washington, D.C. Navy Yard) is 
looking for memorabilia - Corps and other -
from the Vietnam War. Those with items to 
donate should write: Miss Jennifer Gooding 
Regi •. trar, Marine Corps Museum, Building 58; 
Wa."hlllgton Navy Yard, Wa.hington, D.C. 20374-
0580. 
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I'ddc<ss: 1629 K St., N.W., 7th Floor, W8.~hington, 
D.C. 20006. 

• • • • • 
N.E.D. The National Endowment for Demo­

cracy (Chairman John Richardson) is a federally 
funded foundation with the mixed ambience of 
trade union and chamber of commerce. It i~ 
dedicated to defending and if pos~ible expanding 
democracy (i.e. pluralistic, equalitarian self­
determined governance) worldwide. It has an 
annual budget of $18 million, a ~taff of 20, and 
runs a large number of programs in the U.S. and 
abroad (many in Latin A merica). It also has a 
modest Vietnam program, assisting Que Me, a 
magazine of the Paris b8.~ed Free Trade Union 
Institute ($35,000); also Doan Van Toai's Institute 
for Democracy in Vietnam ($40,000) which is 
headquartered in W8.'Ihington. The Foundation's 
annual report is available from its headquarters 
at 1101 15th St., N.W., W8.'Ihington, D.C. 20005. 

* * * * * 
BIOGRAPHIC NOTES 

~ 

• N~uyen Van Linh. The VCP's ~ecretary 
genera was reported (mid-December) undergoing 
medical treatment in Ho Chi Minh City, possibly 
is seriously ill. (K,vodO Dec. 13, FBIS-EAS 88-
239; FEER Dec. 29 • 

..... A I . 
• Tran Xuan Bach. The new and little known 

Hanoi Politburo member becomes a leading con­
tender for the tarty secretary-general post if 
and when Nguyen Van Linh leaves (as it is 
rumored he will, due to poor health), according 
to foreign press speculation. Bach i'! regarded as 
a reformer acceptable to the conservatives. He 
h8.'! long been associated with Le fldc Tho and hi" 
brothers. (FEER Jan. 5, 1989). . - ~ • Francois Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan. The 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Co-Adjutator (dep. 
archbishop) of Saigon, incarcerated for 13 years, 
has been released from pri'lon without trial 

, according to Radio Vatican (Nov. 30). Hanoi 
official" insist the bishop, 60, was being re­
educated not imprisoned. (Reuters Dec. 1; San 
Francisco Examiner Dec. I, Asiaweek pec. 16). 

• P A VN Lt. Gen. vii Lang (aka fl5 Bue Lien) 
of the SRV Min. of Defen"e died in a Moscow 
hospital Oct. 22. Lang was wartime commander 
of MR 3 in the early 1970's, held various military 
education posts since the war. (Radio Hanoi Nov. 
I, FBIS-EAS 88-215). .. -

• ARVN Lt. Gen. Nguyen Vlnh Nghi. After 13 
years in a re-education camp, the still defiant 
former infantry commander is interviewed by a 
foreign journalist. He says most of hi" incarcera­
tion W8." in the North, that he remain" unper­
suaded about communi'!m and wait'! only for 

permi'!sion to emigrate to the U.S. (John Schid­
lovsky in The Baltimore Sun Nov. 30) • 

• Vo Quy. The dean of biology at the Univer­
sity of Hanoi and authority on reforestation i" 
honored by the World Wide Fund for Nature for 
hi- conservation work in Indochina. Quy receives 
a gold medal from Britain's Prince Philip in Hong 
Kong ceremonies. Quy heads an organization in 
Vietnam that planted 500 million sapplings in 
1988. (Asiaweek Nov. 18). 

• Nguytn Ngoc. The editor of Vietnam's 
major cultural magazine, Van Nghe is fired (ear­
ly December) for challenging the Party's author­
ity to determine the contents of his magazine, 
according to western press report". The action 
is seen a" a blow to the intellectual openness 
promi"ed by the reformers in Hanoi. (Murray 
Hiebert inFEER Jan. I, 1989). 

• Vo Nguyen Giap. The former PAVN Com­
mander, now in charge of the SRV campaign to 
enlarge and train the country's corps of 
scientist'! and technician'!, presides at a confer­
ence (Oct. 3 in Hanoi) over the application of 
science and technology to agriculture. (Radio 
Hanoi Oct. 3, FBIS-EAS 88-194). 

• fl6 M1l61. A short new official biography of 
the SRV's recently named prime mini'lter appears 
in the August Vietnam Courier. Additional de­
tail'! on Do Muoi's thinking i'l the interview by 
Peter Seidlitz in the Nov. 29 issue of Handels­
blatt (Dusseldorf) (FBIS-EAS 88-232). - • Mai Van Hanh. The resi"tance movement 
leader who infilfrated Vietnam from France and 
W8." captured in 1984, was granted a pardon and 
allowed to join hi" family in Pari". Hanh was 
sentenced to death on Dec. 18, 1984, later 
commuted to life impri'!onment following appeal 
by the French government. (VNA Dec. 24, FBIS­
EAS 88-249). 

• • • • • 
Khmer Refugees - The Khmer Rouge acceler­

ated it" relocation of Khmer civilian'! from Thai 
refugee camps to staging area" near the Kampu­
chea border - out of sight of U.N., Red Cross 
and other relief agency observers. Some 15,000 
(of 58,000 Khmer Rouge refugees) have been 
moved since June. Between 5,000 and 9,000 
from O-Trao camp were moved to camps near 
the O'Bok pass region in northern Kampuchea. 
Nearly 60,000 refugees are now located in 
Khmer Rouge satellite villages and military 
camps. The relocation'! are interpreted 8." Khmer 
Rouge preparation" for the final departure of 
P A VN troop!'. (The New York Times [Steven 
Erlangerl Nov. 13,20, Dec. 11; FEER [Murray 
Hiebertl Dec. 1; Neue Zurcher Zeitung [Friede­
mann Bartul, San Franci"co Examiner, Dec. 25; 
VONADK Nov. 29, FBIS-EAS 88-231). 
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The following information on Vietnam L~ 
reprinted from The-World Fact Book 1988, by the 
Central Intelligence Agency, publL~hed by the 
U.S. National Technical Information Service, 
1988: 

GEOGRAPHY 

Total area: 329,560 km, land area: 325,360 

Comparative area: slightly larger than New 
Mexico. 

Land Boundaries: 3,818 km total; Cambodia 982 
km, China 1,281 km, Laos 1,555 km 

Coastline: 3,444 km (excluding L~land~) 

Maritime claims: 
Contiguou.~ zone: 24 nautical miles 
Continental shelf: edge of continental margin 
or 200 nautical miles 
Extended economic zone: 200 nautical miles 
Territorial sea: 12 nautical miles 

Disputes: three sections of the boundary with 
Cambodia are in dL~pute; occupied Cambodia on 
Dec. 25, 1978; sporadic border clashes with 
China; involved in a complex dL~pute over the 
Spratly Islands with China, Malaysia, Philippines, 
and Taiwan; maritime boundary dispute with 
China in the Gulf of Tonkin; Paracel l~lands 
occupied by China but claimed by Vietnam and 
Taiwan 

Climate: tropical in the south; monsoonal in the 
north with hot, rainy season (mid-May to mid­
September) and warm, dry season (mid-October 
to mid-March) 

Terrain: low, flat delta in south and north; 
central highlands; hilly mountainous in far north 
and northwest 

Natural resources: phosphates, coal, manganese, 
bauxite, apatite, chromate, possible offshore oil 
deposit~, forest. 

Land use: 22% arable land; 2% permanent crops; 
I % meadows and pa~tures; 40% forest and wood­
land; 35% other; includes 5% irrigated 

Environment: occa.ional typhoons (May to Jan­
uary) with extensive flOOding 

* * * * * 

VIETNAM YEA REI 

PEOPLE 

Population: 65,185,278 (July 1988), average 
annual growth rate 2.48% 

Ethnic divL.ions: 8S-90% predominantly Viet­
namese, 3% Chinese; ethnic minorities include 
Muong, Thai, Hmong, Khmer, Man, Cham; other 
mountain tribes 

Religion: Buddhist, Confucian, Taoist, Roman 
Catholic, Cao Dai, Hoa Hao, l_lamic, Protestant 

Language: Vietnamese (official), French, Chin­
ese, English, Khmer, tribal languages (Mon­
Khmer and Malayo-Polyne.~ian) 

Infant mortality rate: 61/1,000 (1984) 

Life expectancy: 62 men, 66 women 

Literacy: 78% 

Labor force: 31.9 million, not including military 
(1986) 

* * * * 
GOVERNMENT 

Long-form name: SocialL.t RepUblic of Vietnam; 
abbreviated SRV 

~ Communist state 

Capital: Hanoi 

AdminL~trative divisions: 37 provinces (tinh), 3 
municipalities* An Giang, Bac Thai, Ben Tre, 
Binh Tri Thien, Cao Bang, Cuu Long, Dac Lac, 
Dong Nai, Dong Thap, Gia-Lai-Cong Tum, Ha 
Bac, Hai Hung, Hai Phong*, Ha Nam Ninh, Ha 
Noi*, Ha Son Binh, Ha Tuyen, Hau Giang, Hoang 
Lien Son, Ho Chi Minh*, Kien Giang, Lai Chau, 
Lam Dong, Lang Son, Long An, Minh Hai, Nghe 
Tinh, Nghia Binh, Phu Khanh, Quang Nam-Da 
Nang, Quang N inh, Song Be, Son La, Tay N inh, 
Thai Binh, Thanh Hoa, Thuan Hai, Tien Giang, 
Vinh Phu, Vung Tau-Con Dao 

Independence: Sept. 2, 1945 (from France) 

Constitution: Dec. 18, 1980 

Legal system: based on Communist legal theory 
and French civil law system 

National holiday: Sept. 2 
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1ranche~: unicameral legislature (national 
.\ssembly); highest authority of the land is tech­
nically the Council of State, whose chairman 
serves as the country's President; Council of 
Mini-ters oversees implementation of party poli­
cies - chairman i~ equivalent of premier 

Leaders: Nguyen Van Linh Secretary General of 
the Communist Party (since Dec. 1986); Do 
Muoi, Prime Mini.ter (since June 1988); Vo Chi 
Cong, President (since June 1987) 

Suffrage: universal over age 18 

Elections: pro forma elections held for national 
and local assemblies; last election for the 496 
deputies to the National Assembly held on April 
19, 1987, the third election since Vietnam wa_ 
unified under Communist rule in 1975 

Political party and leader: Vietnam Communi_t 
Party (VCP), Nguyen Van Linh 

Communists: nearly 2 million 

Member of: ADB, CMEA, Columbo Plan, 
~~SCAP, F AO, G-77, IAEA, !BRD, ICAO, IDA, 

.'AD, IFC, ILO, IMF, INTELSAT, IRC, ITU, 
Mekong Committee, NAM, UN, UNDP, UNESCO, 
UNICEF, UPU, WFTU, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO 

* * * * 
ECONOMY 

~ $12.4 billion, $200 per capita (1986 est.) 

Inflation rate (consumer prices): 700.0% (1986) 

Agriculture: rice, rubber, fruits and vegetables; 
some corn, manioc, sugarcane; major food 
imports - wheat, corn, dairy products 

Fishing: catch 539,000 metric tons (1984) 

Industries: food processing, textiles, machine 
building, mining, cement, chemical fertilizer, 
gla.s, tires, oil 

Shortages: foodgrains, petroleum, capital goods 
and machinery, fertilizer, insecticides, spare 
~narts, raw materials 

dectricitv: 2,024,000 kW capacity; 5,500 mil­
lion kWh produced, 85 kWh per capita (1987) 

Export_: $785 million (1986); agricultural and 
handicraft product., coal, mineral., ores 
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Imports: $1,590 million (I9~6); petroleum, steel 
prOduct., railroad equipment, chemical_, medi­
cines, raw cotton, fertilizer, grain 

Trade partners: export_ - USSR, Eastern 
Europe, Japan, Singapore1 imports - USSR, 
Ea.tern Europe, Japan, Singapore 

Monetarv conversion rate: official rate 368 
dong=US$1 (Dec. 1987) (note: official rate 
changed Nov. 17, 1988 to 2,600 dong=US$I; see 
Vietnam Chronology of thi. issue) 

F L-cal year: calendar year 

• • • * * 
COMMUNICA TlONS 

Railroads: 
gauge, 130 
guage 

2,943 km total; 2,371 1.000-meter 
km standard gauge, 230 km dual 

Highways: about 85,000 km total; 9,400 km 
bituminous, 48,700 km gravel or improved earth, 
26,900 km unimproved earth 

Pipelines: 150 km, refined products 

Inland waterwavs: about 17,702 km navigable; 
more than 5,149 km navigable at all times by 
vessel. up to 1.8 meters draft 

Porto: 9 major, 23 minor 

Civil air: controlled by military 

Airfield.: 100 total, 100 usuable; 50 with perma­
nent-surface .runways; 10 with runways 2,440-
3,659 m; 20 With runways 1,220-2,439 m 

Telecom munications: 35,000 telephones in Ho 
Chi Minh City (1984); 16 AM, I FM, 2 TV 
stations; 2,300,000 TV set.; 6,000,000 receiver 
set,; at least 2 satellite ground stations 

• • • • • 
DEFENSE FORCES 

Branches: Army, Navy, Air Force 

Militarv manpower: males 15-49, 15,476,000; 
9,869,000 fit for military service; 745,000 reach 
military age (I7) annually 

Militarv budget: 40-50% of central government 
budget (1987 est.) 
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RETURN FRO,,: HELL (Ret() '.r del' enfer) 

Ro1.ssy, F.t1daY-,_10_0ct. 6~.H. 
The regular flight of Air France linking Ho Chi Minh to Paris lands, 
carrying re!ll,~ins of those ",ho died for France in Indochina -t' 'e biggest 
posthumous operation of repatriation of all time. 

26,000 dead belonging to the French expeditionary force will thus go on 
their last flight. At the rate of 700 per ",eek, 7000 will leave the 
cemetery at TanSonNhut, the airport of former Saigon. And 18,000 from 
the cemetery at Ba Huyen, near Hanoi, by next y~r. 

In the airplane thi3 Friday, accompanying the first contingent, ",ere 
Messrs. Georges Fontes, secretary of state for veterans a~fairs and 
Didier Bariani, Secretary f State for Foreign Affairs, who conducted the 
negotiations wi th t he V' etnamese. Also, the doctor general Paul Grauwin, 
hero of the battle of Dien Bien Phu who speaks fluent Vietnamese, and 
Mr. Antoine Pagny, who 101 as ver)' active in the resistsnee against the 
Japanese before 1945. 

In paying homage before the caskets of the 10 soldiers amid trumpets and 
drums, Mr. lacques Chirac kept his solemn pledge "Bring home t'le forgotten 
dead fro'n Indochina who ,,/ ere in etile for a long time". 

Forgotten and exiled, these lost soldiers died without glory in a 
"colonial war". But since then Histor:' has bathed this insult to their 
memory. For the cocJIlunist "liberat'on" has rnught the concentration 
camps to Vietnam, genocide to Cambo'iia and p"shed two million Indochinese 
to prefer exile than be subject to oppression, often at the risk of their 
lives, like the 400,000 boat people who lie under the biggest marine 
cemetery of the world, the ClJina Sea. 

The return of our s"ldiers is both a repatriation and a rehabilitqtion. 
Beyond political jisSB division, the entire nation remembers and pays 
tribute. M. Francois Mitterrand would assist at maSA ta. be celebrated 
this Saturday a tlJe Church of St. ·""is of the Invalid. 

The retu~ ",as made urgent by the degradation of ~~ our military cemetries 
in Vietnam. For the communists persecute the living, and they do not 
let those who fought them to rest in pe'.lve. 

As per the Geneva Agreement, signed in July of 1954, the a~y of North 
Vietnam agreed to receive on their soil a French mission charged with the 
repatriation of the bodies of slain French soldiers. Until 1 %0 this 
miSSion worked normally with North Vietnam maintaining the cemeteries. 

But in 1961 the mission was sent away. Unilaterally, the North Vietnamese 
began gathering the remains from varioQs cemeteries in Bac Ninh. They 
insisted on maintenance fees (around 2 millions francs per year) for work 
they never did. And from time to time they threatened to bulldoze 
everything if France did not accept their demands. 
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In 1980, it was necessary to repatr ill. e all the remains to put an end to 
this situation. The negotiation was headed by Dr. Grauwin and an impasse 
came last 16 ¥.arch which was total. 

Soon after, the negotiation was again taken energetically by M. Chirac 
personally. Directed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, an accord was 
reached last August 1st. A mixed commission, composed of 4 Vietnamese and 
4 Frenchmen, was created to oversee the exhumation of the Lemains, taking 
charge of putting the remains in containers, sealing and transporting to the 
airport. The operation was performed by the Vietnamese and paid by the 
French. C:Jst: 12.5 million francs ('!'he Vietnamese demand 60 million francs) 

As for tl'ansport, Air France handled. The remains of the solrliers will be 
temporarily stored at Marseilles, awating construction of facilities at 
Frejus o 

Total cost of the entire operation: 30 million francs. 

The y. epatriuted remains are not all French. But all were "dead for France". 
From 1945 to 1954, 30,827 miitary men were killed in combat. Among these 
36/+6 North Africans, 1229 Africans, 3752 Legionnaires and 11, 810"indigenes" 
(Vietnamese, Cambo;ians, Laotians, Thais, etc.' 

But to the;e victims, we must add 30,000 missing in action. Almost all 
Vietminh prisoners died in deportation. {)f a total of 40,000 prione-rs, only 
10, 000 returned from campa, where the 'llortali ty was frigh :ening. 

Thw 11,721 French cO~lbatt'mts and allies were capt'~red at nien Bien Phu 
7 May 1954. Three months after, at the end of the war, only 3,290 survived. 

Latest witness to date, that of F.rwan Bergot, who cO'llmanded a copany of 
French Foreign Legion parachutists. captured, he was one of the few escap·es 
of the sinister "Convoy 42" (title of his story published) 

700 km by foot to Camp 42, nation of 400 grams per dav of bad rice, roughly 
a third of the Vietminh footsoldier's ration. No medical care, heavy loads 
to carry. At the end of 3 months, the consequences are terrible: 
:tJa " 83 died during the march, 237 in camp, 5 after, 325 died out of 400 
prisoners. That's efficiency that I never saw before, exclaimed Bergot. 
F.ven the Germans at their best did not c'me un with a Similar score in their 
extermination camps ~" . 

A difference from the Hi tlerian camps: this systematic system 0 f the 
comm~nists to destroy the personality of the frence military, to push 
them to deny themselves, to hulDiliate th',mselves, to spy on each other, to 
denounce their own country. Reeducation which was the ultimate end of the 
camp system, privations of all sorts was the neans. The camps S;istem 
annomced the "new society" that the cO!llI,1U'ists want to construct. 

This souvenir, it1s also to recall the ctllvary gone through by our soldiers 
and to und erstand the message of the survivors. 

"But T know", wrote li'1:'wan Bergot, that there are in the world, - in Vietnam, 
in Cambodia, in Laos, in Afghar.istan, or elsewhere, hundred, thousands of 
"camp 42". We should not forget." 
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Lemur 
de Hanoi 

Pour •••• rvir un peupl •• 
I •• communist .. n. conn.i ... nt 

qU·un. method. : con.truir. un mur. 
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REUNION ANNOUNCEMENT - 10th ANNIVERSAY 

This, our TENTH Annual Reunion, is open to all Saigon 
Mission Association members, their guests, and to those who 
served or supported our cause (all agencies, armed forces and 
contractors). It is the wish of the committee that this 
reunion will be a most enjoyable and memorable occasion. We 
urge all members to make a concentrated effort to join us to 
meet and reminisce with friends and former coworkers. 

The reunion is scheduled for the weekend of April 26, 27, 
and 28. A block of rooms have been reserved for Friday and 
Saturday the 26th and 27th at the Holiday Inn, Greenbelt, 
Maryland. It will serve as our Headquarters and is located 
on Greenblet Road, Route 193 East, behind the Greenway Shopping 
Center, at the intersection of Route 1-95 and the Baltimore­
Washington Parkway, Route 295). Reservations can be made 
through any Holiday Inn, mention you will be with SMA, or made 
directly at the Greenbelt Holiday Inn by calling 1-800-238-8000. 
All major credit cards are accepted. Price for a single or 
double room is $49.00. Greenbelt is very convenient to reach, 
whether you are driving, flying (or walking). If you arriving 
by plane, I suggest you use the Baltimore-Washington Inter­
national Airport as there is bus service available to a location 
in Greenbelt, across from the Greenway Shopping Center, for a 
small charge of $6.00. Someone on the committee will provide 
transDortation from this location to the hotel, on call. You_ 
will ~~ible to reach us after noon on Friday by calling the 
Inn, 982-7000, in the Hospitality Suite or Room 706, the regis­
tration room. 

For those arriving on Friday, the afternoon and evening 
will be spent registering and just socializing. As you will 
note in the Holiday Inn Fact Sheet, they have a nice restaurant 
and lounge located in the building for your convenience. There 
are also several very fine restaurants located in the Shopping 
Center along with many small stores for those who might be 
interested in shopping. 

Saturday's program will consist of the annual General 
Membership Meeting at 11:00 A.M. in Room 706, accompanied by 
a no-host luncheon in the meeting room. The agenda will include 
the election of officers for 1985-86 and for the first time we 
have a nominating committee who will present a slate of nominees 
for your consideration. Another item to be discussed will be 
how often should we hold our reunions, i.e., every year, 2 years 
or 5 years. After the meeting, the afternoon is open. 

1 



Saturday evening we will move to the Officers Club at 
Fort Meade. For those of you who are not aware or do not 
remember, the Fort Meade Officers Club was the site of our 
first reunion. From the Holiday Inn, the Club is located 
eight miles North on the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, Route 
295, and then two miles East on Route 198 (Laurel) to the 
Officers Club on the right side of the road (Route 198 runs 
through the center of the Fort). Cash bar will be from 6:00 
to 7:00 P.M. The drinks are very reasonably priced at .90¢ 
for wine, $1.20 for bar drinks and bottled beer. 

The buffet dinner will be served at 7:00 P.M. which 
includes: 

Seven item Salad Bar 
Steamship Round of Beef (carded tableside) 
Breast of Chicken Normandy 
Baked Stuffed Flounder with Sauce Imperial 
Rice Pilaf, au gratin 
Buttered Parsley Potatoes 
French Cut Green Beans Amandine 
Assorted Rolls and Whipped Butter 
Choice of Assorted desserts 
Coffee and Tea 

Our featured speaker for the evening will be MG John E. 
Murray (Ret.). I'm sure you won't want to miss hearing his 
remarks. The banquet room will holdup to 150 people for a 

- sitd'own dinner so let's plan to fill it to capaciti on tOhe 
TENTH. 

Music for your dancing pleasure will be provided by John 
Sluggo who is an outstanding Disc Jockey in this area. "Sluggo" 
will play music of any era you like upon request until 1:00 A.M. 

Sunday's departure will be at your leisure but check out 
time is twelve Noon. The incoming and outgoing Executive 
Boards will meet jointly at a time and place to be announced. 

One final note regarding the reunion registeration and 
hospitality. The Hospitality Suite will be open from Noon on 
Friday until Noon on Sunday (except during the Banquet). The 
reunion committee will have mixes, snacks, ice, glassware, etc., 
available but you are requested to BYOB. Your name can be 
placed on your bottle and donations will be accepted to help 
defray some of the reunion expenses. 

We look forward to seeing many of you at our "Big Number 
Ten". We need YOU, YOU, and YOU to make this reunion a success. 

PLEASE PASS THIS ANNOUNCEMENT ALONG 
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GREENBELT 
----------------------------~---

7200 Hanover Drive. Greenbelt. Maryland 20770 • (301) 982-7000 

LOCATION: 

SPECIAL 
FEATURES: 

GUEST ROOMS: 

DINING: 

ENTERTAINJIENT: 

LEISURE: 

CREDIT CARDS: 

FACT SHEET 

At the junction of 1-95 (Capital Beltway) and 
Bal timore-Washington Parkway. From 1-95 exit 
#22A onto the Baltimore-Washington Parkway and 
exit at Greenbelt/College Park (exit MD #193). 
Hotel is located adjacent to the Greenway Shopping 
Center. 

208 luxurious rooms, acres of parking, seasonal 
pool, conference and boardrooms, gift shop, 
ice machines on each floor, same day valet 
service, cribs, rollaways, state of the art 
fire detection system, on premise laundry 
facility, audio visual and meeting needs, room 
service, shopping center and numerous restaurants, 
spa membership adjacent, children under 18 stay 
free in same room, senior citizen discount. 

Comfortable oversize beds, designer decorated 
rooms, king leisure rooms, spacious elegant 
suites, handicap accessable rooms. All rooms 
are equipped with new solid state color tele­
vision (free HBO®) , AM/FM radios, individual 
temperature controls and direct dial telephones. 

Fine American dining in our 210 seat restaurant, 
Celebrations. 

Dancing nightly in our lounge. 

Capital Centre (sports, entertainment complex) 
Greenbel t National Park, NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center, Uni versi ty of Maryland, Wild 
World Water Park, Laurel and Bowie Race Tracks, 
30 minutes to Baltimore's Inner Harbor, 25 minutes 
to historic Annapolis,· 11 miles to the White 
House. 

American Express, VISA, Master Card, Diner's 
Club, Carte Blanche or Choice. 
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RESERVATION FORM 

TENTH Annual Reunion Panquet 

The Saigon Mission Association,Inc. 

FORT MEADE OFFICERS CLUB 

Ft. Meade, MD 

Saturday, April 27, 1985 

6:00 P.M. 

COST: $20.00 per person with reservation; $22.00 without reservation 

Please reserve 
-"(n-iliiibe-'--r~);----

NAME (s) : 

banquet tickets for: 

All reservations must be Daid for in advance. Make checks 
payable to Saigon Mission' Association and mail to LOIS W. TODD, 
8015 Mandan Road, #103, Greenbelt, MD 20770. Phone numbers: 
301-474-5717 (home) or 202-269-2112 (office). 

A check in the amount of $ is attached. Tickets may be 
picked up at the Holiday Inn, Hospitality Suite or at the 
Banquet. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/DUES RENEWAL 
ELIGIBILITY: Open to US citizens and foreign nationals who directly 
served or supported the US Mission in the Republic of Vietnam. Service 
may have been in-country, or fran without, such as fran outside ccmnand 
(PACCM) , or a neighboring country (USAHAC); in-country contractors are 
also eligible. 

REGULAR MEr1BERSHIP 
ASSOCIATE 

__ $10 Per year LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
__ $5 Per year 

l'WlE 
7(P~1~e~as~e~p=r=1~'n~t~)-------------------------------

ADDRESS ______________________________________ _ 

CITY STATE ZIP-=-=::r::::-,;;,---
(Required) 

__ .$100 

FORWARD TO: SMA Treasurer, 1 Canmander Dr., Hampton, VA 23666 



THE SAIGON MISSION ASSOCIATION, INC. 
1 Commander Drive 

Hampton, Virginia 23666 

LOIS W. TODD 
8015 MANDAN RD, 11103 
GREENBELT MD 

07-31-85 

FOUNDED BY THE LAST AMERICANS TO LEAVE SOUTH VIETNAM 
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1985 ANNUAL MEEl'ING 
The Saigon Mission Association, Inc. 

April 27, 1985 

ABSENTEE BALIill /PROXY DESIGNATION 

1. I naninate for the office indicate:1 the individual slJa..m. In so 
doing, I am declaring that I have obtaine:1 the individual's permission to 
enter his/her name in nanination, with an affirmation of a willingness to 
serve if electe:1. The individuals printe:1 on this proxy vote are duly 
naninate:1 by the SMA Ncrninating Ccmnittee and meet the rules of the 
organization. 

President l1li'0 
0 
0 

Vice President 0 
0 

WO 
Operations Officer 0 

.,10 

f/ 
Administrative Officer 0 

o 

Ken Bcwerrnan II 
Russell Shaw if 
(lIZ /'lI(Z£ III 

Robert Bennett 
F. M. VanAusdal 
ell Z I'Herl> 

Barbara Rudzinski 

Treasurer .,.10 Edward Rudzinski 
o 

2. I hereby appoint, with power of substitution, to vote for me as if I 
were present at the 1985 Annual Meeting to be held on April 27, 1985, in 
Greenbelt, Haryland, the following individual whose name is checke:1 below, 
wi th all powers I would possess if present. (VOI'E FOR ONE ONLY) 

o Jack Goldberg o Cazwell Page 

o J. Paul Lackey o Barbara Rudzinski 

o Edward Rudzinski o E. F. Pelosky 

o William w. Watkins o Harold Segerson 

o (name), a menber in qcxxl. 
standing whOm I expect to be present at the 
1985 Annual Meeting to represent me. 

3. I suggest that the 1986 Annual Meeting and Reunion be held at 
I prefer the date of ________ _ 

SIGNATURE DATE,--_ 

SPECIAL NJTlCE: This ballot becanes invalid April 26, 1985. 

Printe:1 name and address: ----------------------------

Fold, affix postage, and mail to the address on the reverse. 



Return address: 

'!he Saigon Mission Association, Inc. 

Teller of Elections 

1 Carmander Drive 

Hampton, VA 23666 
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Bureau of Public Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

Follou.:inq is a statemfmt by Secretary Shultz befOre the Subcommittee on Immigration and Refugee Policy of the Senate JUdiciary Committee, 
Washington, D.C., September 17,1985. 

It is a pleasure to consult v..ith you on the U.S. refugee admissions ceiling for fiscal year (FY) 1986. This annual con­sultation affords the Admiuistration and the Congress an opportunity to discuss the refugee situation in the world and the humanitarian response to this situa­tion by the United States. 
Since the end of the Second World War, the United States has provided haven to literally millions of refugees. They have arrived in waves: first from Eastern Europe; then from Cuba: then, in the 1970s, from the Soviet Union; and, most recentlv, from the countries uf Indochina. All ~f these countries and regions continue to produce refugees. and the United States accepts more of them than any other resettlement coun­try. We are a nation founded by refugees. and our national life has been reinvigorated throughout our history by recurring waves of refugees. I think it is well that we remember this as we consider the question of how many new refugees we should admit to the r nited States in the coming fiscal year. 

This is the second consecutive year in which 1 have been privileged to pre­sent the President's refugee admissions proposal to the Cungress. In doing :;0. I would again like to thank the members of this committee for their continuing support of the e.s. refugee program­which includes both the admis5ion of 

T 

refugees to the United States and the important overseas assistance efforts to which the United States contributes. 

Proposed Regional 
Admissions Ceilings 
I turn now to the President's proposal for refugee admissions in FY 1986. The President proposes to establish a ceiling of 70,000 for refugee admissions to the United States in the coming fiscal year. This total will be broken down into 3,000 for refugees from Africa; 40,000 for East Asia first asylum; 8,500 for the Orderly Departure Program (ODP) from Vietnam; 9,500 for refugees from 

Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union; 3.000 for refugees from Latin America and the Caribbean; and 6,000 for 
refugees from the ~ear East and South Asia. 

The President is proposing a ceiling of 3.000 for Latin America and the Caribbean in the hope that Cuba "ill end its suspension of the U.S.-Cuba Migration Agreement of December 1984. If. howe,·er. Cuba does not terminate its suspension of the migration agreement, a portion of the numbers will be trans­ferred on a quarterly basis to other regional ceilings to accommodate unfore­seen incre:lsed admissions needs. If these numbers are not needed 
elsewhere, they ,\ill be allowed to lapse. As was the case last year, the Presi­dent \\ishes to maintain a separate ceil­ing for admissions under the UNHCR's [UN High Commissioner for Refugeesl Orderly Departure Program from Viet­nam. This separate ceiling serves two 
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purpo:,!;>:::. It rl:>a::::-;UH':, the ASE~-\X 

(.-\.~";(I("iati(!n uf South Eu~t A:-:iall ~a­

tiull:-;) l·puntrie:::. that an t:'xpanrhng ODP 

\\"i1'1 nut mean a d('(,I'('aSe in l'e:«·ttlenwtl[ 

t"]'lllll the t1r:-:t-as~'lum camp:-.: and it 

:'t:.'I1(l:- it dE'a!" ~ign(tl ttl Hanoi that the 

l-niterl State~ b jl!'epa.ret! to make good 

un it:3 ()ffer to acc>ept a large number of 

Amera:-;ian:, and "re-education ,-'amp" 

fln:::<I/Wf;;:. 

~\:,idt' t'rnm the ltn<."l:'l'taimie:o;. con-

111.'<:ted \\"ith the Cuban and \'i ... tnamese 

)ll"()l!ram~. the propll:-;ed regional admis­

..;iOB." (,I:>ilillg~ ~h\ lutd be a.dequate to pro­

yide for r!:"'fugee n'~€ttlement needs dur, 

Illg- the t.:orning fi.seal year. 

The l'nited States and 

the World Refugee Situation 

()m'c' iq::::Hin in 1~·18;), the Cnitt'd States 

ha."3 pbyt·d a major rule in re:::ponding to 

lll'gent refugee n",ed~-hoth through life­

~,:\\"ing a:::;::,isrance oYerseas and through 

rf:>~t'ttlt:'nwnt ir; the enited States where 

I1t'cC's;;:a0' > Although this consultation is 

pl'imm'il.\" ('oJlcc'rned with refugee admis­

"inns, 1 would like to mention bl'iefly 

tht;' LS. roie in assis.ting refugees ' 

abl'f)wL 

The Cnite,j States continue:;; to pro­

\'ide t1w large:.;! ::,ha)'E' of financial ~up­

\l(Jl"t for the Office of the l'nited Xa­

ti1ln;o; High C()mmi::,sioner for 

f{etllg-t'e~-some ;JOC".,- of it;;; budget lH' 

:310:- million ill FY 1985-a~ well 88 for 

'r:ht'l' intl'rna' .. i(lnal relief ur~unizati()n~ 

-;UL"ll a~ t!1t:' Illtermnional Committee of 

:.he R'-'d C],(.l~ ... -on'l' 526 :niliion in thi1' 

fi:,cai :,·ear. The Cnited States mainta.ins 

h:- !t'<ltHng j'llle in ~lIpport of the "l'~ 

Hl,lief and W1)rk:- _-\g-ency (t:XR~'A) in 

'Jw -"ear Eust-initially providing $6i 

million in contributions fur this fiscal 

yeal' and th~'n an additional $8 million 

from the Pre:i>ident'~ Emergency Fund 

ttl ht'lp CXRW.-i. a.Yoid a curtailment of 

";:t:'ITil"i:'~ dlll:' to extraordinary budget 

prl)b;em~. I: l:' our hope that the51:' in­

:I:'rnati(lnal !)l'ganization:" will take an 

\.'Y(:"]\ 1l1\j!'e Jcti\'e role in pl'oyiding­

a::::-:i:-:w)1ee : 0 refugee:'=. in the eoming 

The CLited States ha~ been de\!ph" 

il:\·;.1h"ed dUl'ing thf' paH year in pro- ' 

\'ulmg t'm~·r.!len.cy assistance to refugL'e~ 

and nlhel':' ~ut'fering from the effects of 

drought and ci"il conflict in Africa. The 

t',S. GV\'E'l'Dment will haye eontributed 

almost $2()O miilion fot' all a~pects of' 

I'dugee a:,:>;istmwe in An"iea this fiscal 

year alonE!. I would note, in partk'ulal', 

our rapid intenention in Sudan in 

l'p;-;pon5e to requests for as~btanee from 

thl' C:;":HCR and the Goyernrnent of 

.s~dan which contributed to the :sadng 

CJt thousand::, of refugee::::' li\·E> .... 

Other notable de\"elopnwnt:' in tlw 

C.S, refugt'(' pl'Ujlram dlll'in~ the pet:"t 

~·ear hayE' been: 

• The ulIltinued expan!'iion (jf'the 

l~:';HCR's OrrlE'rly Departure Proj!ram 

frum Vietnam. Some i-LOOI) !'e[ugee~ 

and immjgrant~ \\·m !ea\'e Vietnam 

under thi~ pl'llgl'am in FY 19tt5 [or ne\\' 

lives in the l"niteel State~_ Continued 

espansion of the ODP i~ e~senthll tu nUl' 

goal of l'nding-ur at lea;;.:t diminbhinl!-

the dangerou~ phenomenull uf . 

clande~tine flight by ~ea from \"il'tl1am . 

• Through our tomributiolls to the 

t;:-; Border Relief Operation (C,BRo) 

and other internatlonal ,'elief org":Hliza­

tions, we ha\'E' phtyed a principal role in 

ensuring that Cambodians forced to fleE' 

into Thailand in ul'del' to eseape Viet­

name~e al'merl attw:ks han'>' bet'n able to 

maintain "unw semblancl' \)f a lll)l"mal 

lifo. 
• Elsewhere in A:-::ia. C.S. contribu­

tions to refugee a ... si~Umcf:> in Paki.stan 

have helped ... ustain thc> 2.5 minion 

.l..fghan refugee~ there and allowed them 

to pursue their live" \"hile an-aiting the 

da~' when the~' can finally return to 
theil" embattled homeland, 

• In Cemr;Jl America. the g'l'm"itll! 

\'itality of the Duarte /lO\'emment i:, at~ 

test('d to h~' tlw continuin.e: return ()f 

Salvadol'an l'efuJlee~ ro their countn' 

from Hondura:::,_ The l~nited StatE'::' :lP' 

plaud:" thi:, deye!opment and \\'il1 l"on­

tinue to provide a1'.si:-;tanef'. hoth 

thl'Oll)!'h international urganization:o; and 

hilaterally, tu help th()~~ who retur)]. 

• .\ m<~jol' achie\"i:~mellt of tht· past 

year wa$. aborted when Fidel Castro an­

nounced the suspension of the E.S" 

Cuban )1igrution Agreement just after 

the first Cuban ex-political prisoners had 

arriyed in the united States on )1a\- 20. 

The Cnited States b prepared to . 

l'e.";ume processing of refugees in 

Hayana a~ soon as Cuba decide~ to reac' 

tiyute the migTation agTeement. 

The Indochinese 

Refugee Situation Today 

Our large Indoehinese resettlement pro­

gram i~ ut a transition point. The l'oot 

c:aU!3-€ of the refugee problem in 

Southea:::.;t .-\sia is deal', The outt10\\' of 

\'efugef's from Vietnam. Cambodia. and 

Laos is a \ lirect result of the imposition 

of ('ommunist uppre.'5sion on the people 

of" the:;e countries. The C"nited State~ 

h;t~ responded to this great human 

n-agedy by offering ne\,' home:::. and the 

chance to live in freedom to hundreds of 

thousands of Indochinese refugees. The 

goal of the t: .S. refugee program ha" 

been to treat these refUgees from 

persecution in as humane a fashion a ... 

pl)~~jhle'. 1 hl'lil'\'(' thut hi:-;tlll'Y wm pa~:< 
a faYIlI-abll;' .iwlgtne'llt 1m uur effurt~. 

On-/' the );l~t 10 \'l'<\l-:; :o;mne 7.:>.;J.oon 

1'(>fuge'l':-; havl:' arrh'p;! in the l.. .. nited ' 

State~ fr()m Indochilli.1. About .'52,(lOIJ lit' 

the 71.000 total rt.'i\H(et' admi:-::~ion:, in 

FY H,I".,t c:llTIt' fl'lltn 'rndol'hina, Thf:' 

~ame pmp()l'tiDtl i~ l'x{Je<."ted in FY HjK;j. 

£\'en thDU,"!h l'UITl":."nt l'e,..:ettl~ment PI'\)­

J..;Tam~ han.' deelilled dramatically from 

llig"h level:' of lHKO-x2. we helie\:e they 

hi.;n·' ht'en l'l'~ponsi\'e to tht' true- . 

hllmanital1an needs for the l'l'gion. 

A::; with any pl'ograrn, hO\\'e\'er, H'P 

tnu::,:t continue to be "en~iti\'e to the 

nE'Pc! to balance- refugee I"{'settlement 

frDm Suutheu:-;t A:::ia with other C.S. ltl' 

tel'est~ and t.:om'em~. Indochine~e 

l'e[ujle{.>. rl'~ettlt.'ment mu~t be balanl"f'd 

agHin~t IJther. regional :,olution::.; bal­

"Illeecl <1:-; a fai!' ~hal'e of an intel'natilHli.ll 

l'e~etttement t,ffort; bah.u1l"ed in term...; I)f 

it~ budgetary implication:;: hulanct'd in 

tE'l'ms. of uther immigration and 

dome~tic policy con.sideratjon:;.; and 

halanced against the need to prodde 

,'esettlement to deserving refugees from 

other part~ of the world. 

To achie\'e this balance, the Cnited 

States-working- with the CXHCR and 

other natiOllf:--i5 pursuing measure~ tu 

~Hh.lre-",,:,; the l'emaininj[ refugee pr()b;em~ 

lJ1 Sl)uthea:"t .-\~ia. Thert' are two 

genel'al cutegol'ie:, of mea~un~::: that 

t:'ither- hayt' been implemented ur are hp­

ing {:on="iderE:'-d. 

• Fi,·,;:!. incl'pa;.::ing· empha~i~ b hf'im.!: 

plaeed on international and bilatE'l".il 

nwa,:.un':, to reduct' lhe lHlmbl'l" ,,( jJt-l"­

."l)n~ <"tJ'ri\'ing in til'::;h'l.:'yium ~nulltl'ie;-; 

who do not meE't l'pfugee criteria . ...\.n 

example of this type of mea.sure i::-; th« 

Lao ~Cl'eening program initiated on 

.JUly 1. 1985, by the Thai Goyernment. 

Thi~ program, which is being- monitored 

clo~ely by the CNHCR. is de~igTled to 

identify the tr:ue refugees as de-fined in 

intel'l1ational law. E.-.:;s.ential to the :,;uc­

ees",ful operatiun of thi:-; prog-ram is 

agreement by Lltl:i> to allow the ...,afe 

)'etu:rn of those found ineligible for 

refuge!." :-;t,atu."_ \Ve are following the 

~'e::::ult,;:. of this program with great 

mtere;-;L 

• The ~e<:lJnd eutegon' of meaSUl'e~ 

i" aimed ,;:peeifieally at assuring- that thl:.' 

IT,S. refugee program fit~ the current 

... itu<:Ition in the l'egion, Available 

eyidence ::>uggestt' that people leave th~ 

Indochinese C'ountlies today fot' a ,'an­
ety of I'eaf:-ons: to e:;cape p~rsecution. to 

:::eek a better standard of liYlng, or to 

join family member~ who ha\'e previous~ 

l~' fled, Our objectiy€ is to ensure that 

~he e,s, refugee resettlement program 

lS available exdusi"ely to tho:;e who 

han· been persecuted or have a \I,;ell­

founded fea), of persecution if returned 



tu thf'ir hO!lll·lancb and whu cannot j'ea;-;unably t'xped to \"(Jiulltarilr 
j'epatl'iate 01" I'e~ettle tu al1uth~1" coun­
tr,\". Tho . ..;t-' \dlo 11<1\'E' let't their hume:, 
pl'imaj'il~' foJ' I'ea~on~ uf famil\' reunifiC'a­tiun ~htluld. tu the degl'et-' po~sible, lise nO/'mal immi.l!l'ation programs \rhiC'h han' been t'!'tabli;-;hE'd foJ' that pU1'pose. III thi..: l'Onnel'tiull. \\'e \\-ill continue to \HJl'k OJl impro\·in.~ the <lyailabi1it\· and u"e ()f :,afe ,Illd urderly migration' pro­
gram~ from tIl'-' countl'ie:, of origin. 

III furtht.·r'lIlce of thi.:- ,.:;econrl ap­proach, ',he )'elt"'ant agenC'ies ha\'e been .;!Uriying- the proper use of departure 
~lPl'h;,tni.-;m!' foJ' the future, including the :r:cJ'('a:,ed u:'oe Ilf normal immigration ,·halllll'l..: fo)' tlw family reunification .... pg-. 
!l1t'Ilt Ilf tilt.' [nduchinese resettlement 
llt·r'p-ram. Our intention i>;:; to take a "p,l!iu/lal approach to the lise of immigra­tWIl. a.-: \I'd] aE- refugee admissions, and 
t'J include all ethnic groups ,\ithin this i.lppto;wh. 

.-\]":0. I am commissioning a high­It'\·el. inrlependent panel that will be 
going to Southeast . .l..sia in the neal' future \\"ith a broad mandate to a~se:;~ the l'efuge(> . .;ituation <lnd to make 
l'ecomllle/]datiun~ on neces~ary chan,ltes ill r .S. poiicy. -

I \nun to t>mphasize that. as we !'e\'iew the I'efugep ~ituation a-,:; it exists in :;Iluthe~l.-;t ASia toda\", we \\'ilJ can· 
til'llE- to be l!uided h\· ('Jur bedrock con­l·l"rn for hU~lanitaria·n principles, Fur­tht'rmore, nul' nmional refugee policy will colltinuf' tu be ba:-ed on thorough eOI1.-:u]tatiOll:- \\·ith the Congress. \\ith the fir.:'t·<l..:'ylum countries in the region, uthe)' primary resettlement cOl:ntries. and :he rXHCR. 

~onresettlement Solutions in 
Southeast Asia 
While l'e.:'ettlemf'llt )'emaill.:' a neCE'>;:;:;an InL·an .... for dt'aling- \\·ith the refugee . ,.:;itLl<lrion in SoutheaE-t ,-\:,ia, other solu­
tion~ within the reJ .... ion must be pursued more Yigorously. Such mea .... ures-in par­ticular. the alternatinC' of voluntarY 
repatriation with appropJiate safe~ard~ and international monitoring--ma\' 1'(" 
quire negotiation of agreements b\' the CXHCR with the ...-tate:- conceI11e~1. 

I:2'lHCR's Orderly Departure 
Prog-ram from Vietnam 
In our consultations \dth the Congress last September, I announced, on b-ehalf of Pl'{'sident Reagan, two ...-pedal in­itiari\"es for expanding the High Com­mis~i(iner'.:' Orderly Departure Program froIT. \-ie-tnam, 

• One uf the"e initiatiyf':' called foJ' the aJmis~ion to the Cnited States of all .-\merasian children and dose famil \' members from Vietnam oyer the three fbcal years 1985-87. 
• The second initiatiye called foJ' tht' j'e:,ettlement in the Cnited State>;:; of 

poiitieal prisoners currenth: and 
pl'e\'iously confined in Vietnam's "l'e­
edYl'ation . camp" prisons and their quali­frmg famIly members, totaling 10,000 per80ns oyer the 2-ye8.1' period, 1984-8G. 

The enited States pre.:'ented these two presidential initiati\'es to the \~iet­namese in Geneya last October. 
·We haye had success in nearl\" 

rloubling the number of Amerasi;ns I'eleased by the Vietname .... e-almost 
-I,OnO children and fami1~' members thi.:' year compared to 2,200 in FY 1984-howe"er, the Vietname~e failed to reach our g-oal of 5.000 for the first \·ear. 

We are, however. greatly ~!isap­pointed that the Vietnamese have not, as ret. responded positiyely to our pro­posal for the "re-education camp" 
prisoners. After the initial presentation, the l~ nitt .. d State:'. has twice proposed to Vietnam that ,,'e meet to continue 
discussions on thiilo proposal. but :<'0 far the Vietnamese have not a,ltreed. In unofficial eonvel'sations, Hanoi has in­{liC'ated that it is backing off from it::. eal'lier announced willingnes~ and com­mitment to allow these IJeople to be resettled in the Cnited States. 

I would like to reaffirm again today that the C"nited States is profoundly concerned about the continued imprison­meJlt of these people and that we re­main ready and \\"i1ling to accept them­both former and present prisoners-and thpil' families for resettlement in the United States as soon as the Viet­
namese authorities will a11o\\- them to leave. This is a pUl'el~· humanitarian matter and should not be made depen­dent on the >;:;ettlement of the political difference>;:; that .::.eparate our t\\"o countl'ie.-:.. 

Xext month. we will be meeting Hith Vietnamese representatiyes in 
Gene"a, under C~HCR aegis. to 
dis-cuss the operation of the Orderh' Departure Pl"Ogram. Our goal l'em~ins the expansion of this \'ital intel'l1ational program. We ,dll be seeking agreement by Vietnam to improvements in the operation of the ODP which will enable more Amerasian children and other per­.-;ons of special humanitarian concern to the enited States to leave Vietnam via this safe and humane route. We are prepared-as we were last ,'ear-to hold bilateral talks with the Vietnamese on our humanitarian initiative to j'e!'ettle 

the former and p"E':"ent "l'e-educarion camp" prisoner:'. 
It is our intention to eontinue to maximize the UBe of immigrant \·isas for family reunification within the ODP. thereby resen'ing refugee number~ for those who haw~ no altel'nati\'e but to leave a.-; I'efugees. 

Assistance to Cambodian 
Border Population in Thailand 
The large population of di~placed Cam­bodians living in evacuation camps in Thailand is of intense COllce111 to the [nited State~, I had an opportunity dill" ing my visit to Thailand in Julv to 'meet and talk with ~ome of the~e h~roic peo­ple of Cambodia who ha\'e been driven from their homeland b.\· VietnameBe 

armed attacks on their border encamp­ments. The violence of the latest 
attacks-occurring ove1' the period from ~o,·ember 1984 through April 1985-\\,<:1s ::;uch that the entire border population of oVer 225,000 people-men. women and children-was dri"en into Thailand. The GO"e111ment and people of Thailand and the ex Border Relief Operation have responded magnificently to the plight of these \"ictims of Vietnamese aggression, The CniterI States will continue to pro­\"ide support to this population and to the people of Thailand whose Jives have been disrupted by the impact of Viet· nam's attacks_ 

We and the other resettlement coun­tries support the policy of the Royal Thai Government that the evacuee8 from the border area should be proYided all nece~sary a~sistance but that l'e~et­tlement abroad should not be viewed as the ~olution to their plight. However, we haye rlecided. subject to Thai GO\'­emment appro,·al. to initiate a limited program to unite close family members '\'ith relatives alread\' in this country primarily through immigration-type' ' channels. Thi:; pmgram will include those eligible for immigrant visas. 
"yjsas 93" for spouses and unmarried minor children, and selected use of 
humanitarian parole for close depend­ents in the two preceding categories. We recognize this has to be handled "ery carefully so we don't trigger off an unwarranted set of expectations. 

Also of special concern to the United States is a group of Vietnamese who have fled overland to the Thai­
Camborlian border a.nd were e,·acuated into Thailand along \\ith the Cambodian border population. Although the Fnited States has previously accepted some of them for resettlement. approximately 4.500 remain under Red Cross protec­tion at one of the evacuation sites, 

\\" hich also houses much larger numbers 

3 



of Khmer border eYacuees. Becau~e of 

our concerns about '~he unique security 

problem of this small but especially 

\"ulnerable population, we are support­

ing a Red Cross ini':.iative to obtain 

agreement to relocate the Vietnamese 

to a .-;eparate and more secure location, 

_-\~ ~oon as necessary security provisions 

and international cooperation can be ob­

tained. the United States is prepared to 

initiate a limited pl'ogram to resettle 

tho~e \\ith close family ties to the 

Cnited States and those of particular 

humanitarian conCern. such as former 

"re-education camp" inmates, 

The C"nited States is greatly con­

cerned about the quality of life in the 

eyacuation camps. We will be working 

with "c~BRO and the Royal Thai 

Guyernment to upgrade camp conditions 

and to ensure security for camp inhabi­

tants. In addition. the Administration­

and the Congress-are looking at ways 

that this large Cambodian community 

can be proyided an opportunity for 

educating its young people so that they 

can be better prepared for the day 

when they can return to their homes on 

the other .'3ide of the border. The Roval 

Thai Government has also expressed~ an 

interest in the education of these Cam­

bodian children_ In consultation with the 

Congress. we will be working with the 

Thai and \\ith various international 

organizations, and \\1.th the Cambodians 

themselves. to devise a program to 

respond to this important need_ And, 

certainly. it is something that makes an 

emotional impact on you, to visit there 

and sense the detennination of those 

people to gOyen1 themselves-to educate 

their young, get ling what help they 

('an-and their determination in the end 

to return to Cambodia and to their 

homes; and, certainly, that is the spirit 

we- want to see perpetuated_ 

Completing Resettlement 

Processing for Cambodian Refugees 

The L nited States has been in the 

forefront of the effort to resettle quali­

fied refugees from the population of 

Cambodians in L'NHCR camps in Thai­

land. The approval rate for Cambodian 

refugees ,.:;eeking resettlement in the 

enited States has been over 900/c. one of 

the highest fOJ' any group of refugees, 

Since the beginning of Cambodian reset­

tlement processing in 1975, the United 

States has taken over 130.000, and other 

countries have resettled over 60.000_ 

This is a record of which we can all be 

proud. 
Recently. public and congressional 

interest has heen focused on the pro­

cessing of remaining Cambodian 

refugees in Thailand for resettlement in 

the enited States. The Subcommittee 

on Asian and Pacific Affairs of the 

House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

held a hearing on .July 31 at which this 

subject received a thorough review_ It 

should be clear to all concerned that the 

objective of the U.S. refugee program 

remains the fairest possible considera­

tion of all applicants for refugee 

admission_ 
However, where there are indica­

tions that a refugee applicant has par­

ticipated in the persecution of others. he 

cannot-under U_S. law-be granted 

refugee status, unless he can prove that 

he has not participated in such activi­

ties. Detennining whether or not some­

one engaged in the persecution of others 

during the period of Khmer Rouge 

atrocities in Cambodia is a difficult and 

time-consuming task I believe that the 

U ,So Immigration and Naturalization 

Service. working closely with the De­

partment of State and the concerned 

voluntary agency representatives. has 

reviewed the denied cases in a just and 

reasonable manner_ The established 

review mechanism, which was formal­

ized last February. remains in place to 

reconsider denied cases_ 

Refugee Admissions 
from Other Regions 

Although \'-Ie extend a strong and help­

ing hand toward the refugees of South­

east Asia, we must not forget the needs 

of the milHam, of refugee::: in other 

regions of the world_ In most cases 

these refugees do not require third­

country resettlement. They are being 

given long-term asylum in Pakistan, 

throughout Africa, and in Central 

America. OUf goal and the goal of the 

High Commissioner for Refugees is to 

assist these people to maintain them­

selves until they can return safely to 

their home countries. A certain number 

of them will continue to require resettle­

ment in the United States, and we have 

made provision for their admission to 

this country in our proposed admissions 

ceilings for FY 1986. 
I would like to note. in particular, 

the need to address refugee admissions 

backlogs of East Europeans, Iranians. 

and Afghans, Our goal in the Near East 

is to continue to provide resettlement 

opportunities in the United States for 

those refugees with close ties to this 

country and for those of special concern, 

such as members of the persecuted 

Iranian religious minorities_ We plan to 

continue to provide resettlement for a 

fair share of East European refugees, 

who flee to Western Europe. Hopefully, 

the proposed ceilings v..ill reduce the 

\vaiting time for these applicants. 

Despite fluctuations in departure 

rates in recent months, there does not 

appear to have been any basic change in 

the Soviet policy of restricting emigra- . 

tion_ As in pa~t years. I \\ill reiterate to 

the Soviet Foreign Minister when I 

meet v.ith him later this month that the 

Soviet "Cnion has an obligation. under­

taken when it signed the Helsinki ac­

cords. to pennit those who v..ish to join 

their families abroad to do so_ 

As alreadv mentioned in the discus­

sion of our coVntingency plan to transfer 

unused numbers from the Latin Ameri­

can admissions ceiling to other regions 

in FY 1986, the l:nited States remains 

readv to reactivate the U_S_-Cuban 

MigTation Agreement on short notice. 

When Fidel Castro suspended the 

agreement in May. some 1,800 ex-politi­

cal jJrisoners and accompanying family 

members had been tentatively approved 

for refugee status. Our goal is to bring 

these and other former prisoners to the 

United States, along with their families. 

We hope that Castro \\;11 soon decide to 

drop his unilateral suspension of the 

migration agreement, making possible a 

continuation of our program for ex-politi­

cal prisoners in Cuba_ 

Providing Adequate Funding 

for the Refugee Program 

Refugees are an international responsi­

bility. but traditionally the United 

States has been the leader in rallying 

:3upport for assistance to the burgeoning 

world refugee population_ ¥/orking 

through the DKHCR. the International 

:ommittee of the Red Cross. and other 

organizations. the United States has 

made protection of those fleeing oppres­

sion a key component of its foreign 

policy. By assisting the persecuted we 

demonstrate our own attachment to the 

values of freedom and human dignity. It 

would be a severe blow to these values 

if. due to well-meant but misguided at­

tempts to save money, the Congress 

sustained the large cuts in refugee pro­

gram funding proposed by the House 

Appropriations Committee in July_ 

These cuts-amounting to $45 million 

from an Administration request of $338 

million-\vhen combined with $9 million 

in earmarks added by the Congress. 

would leave insufficient funds to operate 

a "iable. worldwide refugee program, 

At the funding level currently being 

proposed by the House Appropriations 

Committee, we would have to drastical­

ly reduce refugee admissions in FY 

1986. A sudden drop from the FY 1985 

level of 70,000 admissions would serious­

ly threaten the preservation of first 

asylum for refugees in Southeast Asia 

and elsewhere in the world. 




