
! 

I 

, 

l 

LARRY PRESSLER 
SOUTH DAKOTA 

---~--~ 

UNITED iSTATES SENATOR 
WA~HINGTON. D.C. 

Novcimter 28, 1990 

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho 
President 
Families of Vietnames~ political 

Prisoners Associa~ion 
P.o. BOX 5435 
Arlington, VA 22205-0635 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

Thanks so much for yo$r recent letter of 
congratulations. Your kind words of support are very much appreciated\and I look forward to 
representing South Dakota in the United States Senate for the next six years. 

Mrs. Tho, your friend$hip means a great deal to me. I will do my bes~ to live up to the trust and confidence my fellow South Dakotans have placed in me. 

L ry Pressle 
U~ited Sta e Senator 

NOT PRINTED ;AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE 



STATEMENT BY SENATOR LAR~ PRESSLER "UNITED STATES POLICY TOWA D INDOCHINA" 
BEFORE THE SUBCOMMI EE ON 
EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC FFAIRS 

AUGUST 2, 1988 ' 

Mr. Chairman. as you know, I served In the U.S. Army In Vietnam In 1967-68 and returned there for an offiCial visit In April of this year. 

Based on my April visit, I came to the conclusion thai It Is tim .. for the United States govemment to begin thinking of new approaches to our relaUons with Vietnam. Cambpdla and Laos. Thirteen years after the fall of Saigon to the forces of North Vlelnam, we stUI do not have "f-mal diplomatic relations. Although official contacls have occurred at various levels, IncludIng Ihose led by neral Vessey. our bilateral relationship lacks the stability and continuity so necessary for a resolution of the pro, lems that concern our nation the most. 
Those problems are: (1) the POW/MIA question; (2) the Kampuchean war; and (3) the Amerasian and other refugees. 

POW/MIA ISSUE 

It Is encouraging to note that Vietnam recenlly accepted Generalt'essey's proposalthallhe U.S. and Vietnam Jointly conduct a search to help resolve the approximately 70 Mlr- "discrepancy" cases. As.a member of the honor guard at the Hanoi airport ceremony at which 27 sets of nA remalns··the largest number returned by Vietnam In one group to date··were turned over to American mill! alllhorhles, I am keenly aware of the deep emotions surrounding the MIA Issue. We must do our best to esolve the over 1600 remaining MIA cases relating to Vietnam, as well as the several hundred other cases rela, g to Laos and Cambodia. 

The Vietnamese have not been as cooperative In this matter In ~he past as they have since their leaderShip changes last year. The Vessey MiSSion Joint search effort ma~ or may not produce the desired result··a resolution of the "discrepancy" cases. Bul It may be instructlv for us In learning more about Vietnamese willingness to settle the MIA problem, as well as the techniques and,resources they commit to It. 

I have felt that the best way 10 resolve the POW/MIA problem~IS to put more Americans on the ground throughout Vietnam. By this I mean both oHlclals and ordinary cltl ens. The more Americans who travel there, the greater the likelihood of turning up evidence that may h Ip to resolve the remaining cases. The establishment of Joint Interest sections might be a useful step in t s direction, and I shall be very Interested 10 hear the comments of our witnesses on this proposal. 

THE VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION OF KAMPUCHEA 

The Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea Is another major barrierllo full normalization of relations between the U.S. and Vietnam. 

This Is a very complicated problem. /Is resolution will require the g~ faith and best eHorts of not only Vietnam and the U.S., but also the Sovlel Union. China and other nations. applaud the Insistence by the U.S. that the Vietnamese occupation forces get oul of Kampuchea. Foreign MI Isler Nguyen Co Thach of Vietnam assured me personally, and has reiterated frequently to others, the IntenU n of his government to remove all milflary forces from Kampuchea by the end of next year. He asserts tha 50,000 Vietnamese troops will have been removed by the end of this year. 

As this withdrawal process continues, it Is incumbenl on Southeas~: Asian nations, China, the Soviet Union, the U,S. and perhaps the United Nations 10 consider ways 10 ?reven the genocidal Khmer Rouge from seizing control once again. That faction is the single most powerful I .rce in Kampuchea today, aside Irom the Vietnamese. 

It seems to me that U.S. interests would be served by a continuo~ diplomatic presence In Hanoi through the interest section mechanism. in this critical period of change in Ind china, we need to have people who can ~e right on top of unfolding evenls. Our goal is to promote an in ependen! Vlelnam··lndependent of Soviet control, In the current situation, the Soviets have virtually a free han . My visit to Vietnam convinced me that the Vietnamese wish to be free of Soviet control. They know that we w N nol provide them with massive foreign ald. I reminded them of that and we need to keep reminding them of tha~ fact. 

REFUGEE ISSUES 

Progress has been made on the refugee situation during Ihe pa~ year, thanks In large measure to General Vessey's efforts. The processing of Amerasian Immigrants has btten speeded up, and the Vietnamese seem Increasingly cooperative In expediting the Immigration of other relu~es Ihrough the Orderly Departure Program. 
Further progress on this front might be achieved through an Inleres, section In Hanoi and a refugee office In Ho Chi Minh City. Again, the more Americans there are In Vietnam. thelgreater is the potential for resoivfng this and the other key Issues separating us. 

In conclusion Mr Chairman I realize that reconciliation with Vlelna~' Is an extremely painful prospect for many Amerlcans .• especlally thos.e 'who losl relatives and Irlends In that c unlry. I losl friends there, too. I will never forgel their sacrifice for our nation. Yet we must look ahead to disc ver Ihe best methods or policies to prolect US Inlerests In Indochina A polley of continued Isolallon of Vleln m may not serve those Interests during this relai'vely new era of demonstrable change In Vlelnamese society., We are not so Incapable thai It would be Impossible for us to respond approprlalely If the Vietnamese suddenly began backtracking from th~ ~t~t pOliCY Initiatives. Finally, I would urge everyone to look carefully at ~he very narrow scope of Senalor c n s resolullon, of whIch I am proud to be a cosponsor 



STATEMENT BY SENATOR LAfilRY PRESSLER 
"UNITED STATES POLICY TOW~RD INDOCHINA" 

BEFORE THE SUBCOM nEE ON 
EAST ASIAN AND PACIFI AFFAIRS 

AUGUST 2, 19811 

Mr. Chairman, as you know, I served In the U.S. Army in Vietnam In 1967-68 and returned there for an official visit In April of this year. 

Based on my April visit, I came to the conclusion that It Is time for the United States government to begin thinking of new approaches to our relations with Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. Thirteen years after the fall of Saigon to the forces of North Vietnam, we stili do not have normal diplomatic relations. Although official contacts have occurred at various levels, Including those led by! General Vessey, our bilateral relationship lacks the stability and continuity so necessary for a resolution of the prbblems that concern our nation the most. 

Those problems are: (1) the POW/MIA question; (2) the Kampuchean war; and (3) the Amerasian and other refugees. 

POW/MIA ISSUE 

It Is encouraging to note that Vietnam recently accepted General Vessey's proposal that the U.S. and Vietnam Jointly conduct a search to help resolve the approximately 70 ~A "discrepancy" cases. As.a member of the honor guard at the Hanoi airport ceremony at which 27 sets 0 MIA remalns--the largest number returned by Vietnam In one group to date--were turned over to American mil ry authorities, I am keenly aware of the deep emotions surrounding the MIA issue. We must do our best til> resolve the over 1600 remaining MIA cases relating to Vietnam, as well as the several hundred other cases relating to Laos and Cambodia. 

The Vietnamese have not been as cooperative In this matter In the past as they have since their leadership changes last year. The Vessey Mission joint search effort m!ay or may not produce the desired result--a resolution of the "discrepancy" cases. But It may be instructive for us In learning more about Vietnamese willingness to settle the MIA problem, as well as the techniques aoo resources they commit to It. 

I have felt that the best way to resolve the POW/MIA problem Is to put more Americans on the ground throughout Vietnam. By this I mean both officials and ordinary c.izens. The more Americans who travel there, the greater the likelihood of turning up evidence that may help to resolve the remaining cases. The establishment of joint Interest sections might be a useful step In this direction, and I shall be very Interested to hear the comments of our witnesses on this proposal. 

THE VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION OF KAMPUCHEA 

The Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea Is another major barrier to full normalization of relations between the U.S. and Vietnam. 

This Is a very complicated problem. Its resolution will require the good faith and best efforts of not only Vietnam and the U.S., but also the Soviet Union, China and other nations, I applaud the Insistence by the U.S. that the Vietnamese occupation forces get out of Kampuchea. Foreign ~Inlster Nguyen Co Thach of Vietnam assured me personally, and has reiterated frequently to others, the interltlon of his government to remove all military forces from Kampuchea by the end of next year. He asserts t!lat 50,000 Vietnamese troops will have been removed by the end of this year. 

As this withdrawal pr'OCess continues, it Is incumbent on Southeast Asian nations, China, the Soviet Union, the U.S. and perhaps the United Nations to consider ways to prev$nt the genocidal Khmer Rouge from seizing control once again. That faction is the single most powerful force in Kampuchea today, aside from the Vietnamese. 

It seems to me that U.S. interests would be served by a contimjous diplomatic presence In Hanoi through the Interest section mechanism. In this critical period of change In Irlldochlna, we need to have people who can be right on top of unfolding events. Our goal Is to promote anlndepend~nt Vletnam--Independent of Soviet control. In the current situation, the Soviets have virtually a free h.nd. My Visit to Vietnam convinced me that the Vietnamese wish to be free of Soviet control. They know that wei,will not provide them with massive foreign ald. I reminded them of that and we need to keep reminding them of tlilat fact. 

REFUGEE ISSUES 

Progress has been made on the refugee situation during the ~ast year, thanks In large measure to General Vessey's efforts. The processing of Amerasian Immigrants has been speeded up, and the Vietnamese seem Increasingly cooperative In expediting the Immigration of other ret\Jgees through the Orderly Departure Program. 
Further progress on this front might be achieved through an Interiest section In Hanoi and a refugee office In Ho Chi Minh City. Again, the more Americans there are in Vietnam, the greater is the potential for resolving this and the other key Issues separating us. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I realize that reconciliation with Vietl1am Is an extremely painful prospect for many Amerlcans--especlally those who lost relatives and friends In that country. I lost friends there, too. I will never forget their sacrWlce for our nation. Yet we must look ahead to discover the best methods or policies to protect U S Interests In Indochina. A policy of continued Isolation of VI~nam may not serve those Interests during this r~lailvely new era of demonstrable change In Vietnamese socl~y. We are not so Incapable that it would be Impossible for us to respond appropriately If the Vietnamese st,lddenly began backtracking from their rece~t policy Initiatives. Finally, I would urge everyone to look carefully at the very narrow scope of Senator McCain s resolution, of which I am proud to be a cosponsor. 
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The Hono~able La~~y P~e~~le~ 
Un~ted State~ Senate 
SR-411 
Wa~h~ngton V.C. 20510 

Ma\ch 22, 1988 

Subject Fo~me~ U.S. Gove~nment employee'~ ~eque~t 60~ a~~~~tanc.e 
~n 6am~ly ~eun~6~cat~on 

The Hono~able 

I would l~ke to take th~~ oppo~tun~ty to ~nt~oduce my~el6 to 
you: My name ~~ Lan Van Phan, 61 yea~~ old, now l~v~ng at 6009 
v~~ta V~. #202, FaU~ Chu~c.h, VA. 22041. 

I wa~ an employee 06 the U.S. Gove~nment 60~ 11 yea~~, w~th 
MAAG-VN6~om 1957 to 1964 and w~th USAIV-Sa~gon 6~om 1964 to 1974. 
My P06~t~on w~th USAIV wa~ Adv~~o~ ~n Publ~c Adm~n~~t~at~on. ' 

I e~caped 6~om V~etnam ~n 1979, leav~ng beh~nd my w~6e and 
5 ch~ld~en, ~e~ettled ~n the Un~ted State~ ~n the ~ame yea~ and 
became natu~al~zed a~ a U.S. c.~t~zen ~n 1986. 

I 6~led a pet~t~on w~th the Natu~al~zat~on and Imm~g~at~on 
Se~v~ce 60~ 6am~ly ~eun~6~c.atlon ~n 1982 and obta~ned a Not~c.e 06 
Appkoval 06 Relat~ve Imm~g~ant V~~a Pet~t~on 60~ my 6am~ly a 6ew 
month~ late~ and a Lette~ 06 rnt~oduc.t~on 6~om the 066~ce 06 OVP, 
Bangkok the 60Uow~ng yeM (IV No. 06~898). 

In the meant~me my w~6e ~n Sa~gon ~ubm~tted an appl~c.at~on 
fiOk ex~t v~~a to the V~etname~e autho~~t~e~ ~n Sa~gon. Howeve~ 
to th~~ date no ex~t v~~a wa~ dbta~ned. 

You know how dep~e~~ed 1 6eel now a6te~ hav~ng m~~~ed my 
loved one~ 60~ almo~t ten yea~~ and hav~ng wa~ted ~n lonel~ne~~ 
60k ~o long w~th l~ttle hope to meet them aga~n. Meanwh~le my old 
age doe~n't pe\m~t me to wa~t any longe~. 

Hav~ng lea~ned that you a~e go~ng to ~e~ve a~ the leade~ 06 
a u.s. v~~~t~ng team to V~etn~m ~ome t~me th~~ month 1 ~~nc.e~ely 
and eage~ly keque~t you to take ~nto c.on~~de~at~on the deplo~able 
~~tuat~on 06 a man who ha~ coope~ated w~th the U.s. Gove~nment 60~ 
~o many yea~~ and to excep~ionally ~nte~vene w~th the ~e~pon~~ble 
authok~t~e~ 06 the Soc~al~~t Republic 06 V~etnam ~o that my w)~e 
and c.h~ld~en may leave Vietnam ~oon to join me in the un~ted 
State~, 
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In th~~ connect~on 1 woutd at~o ~eque~t you a 6avo~ ~n t~an~­
m~tt~ng the attached pet~t~on ~n V~etname~e to the M~n~~t~y 06 
Foce~gn A66a~~~ 06 the Soc~at~~t Repubt~c 0' V~etnam 60c the puc­
po~e 06 ~eque~t~ng them to take a ~pec~at and 6avo~abte con~~de~­
at~on 06 my w~6e'~ appt~cat~on 6o~ ex~t v~~a. 

1 am con6~dent that w~th youc pce~t~ge and thcough you~ a~~ 
~~~tance 1 w~tt have a chance to meet my 6am~ty aga~n ~n the neac 
6utulte. 

Ptea~e accept my deep ce~pect and ~~nce~e app~ec~at~on 60c 
you~ h~ghty vatuabte a~~~~tance. 

Lan Van Phan 


