WHERF,
Catholic Bishops
Securities asd Iy
Vietnamese natie
facilities, and 1o g
relocation sty

WHERF A

pProvide assisance

NOW, TH

contgined herein and subject 1o the terms

hereby aprec oy Ly
A RYS
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S. the CADP, a fon-governmental organization affiliated with the
Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) and registered with the
thange Commission, has proposed to continue its assistance 1o these
by by providing them. at its own LXPense. necessary services and
Wiertake the administration ang supervision of the PFAC or of iy new

Sy the National Government aceepts the

proposal of the CADP 1o
W the remaining Vietnamese nationals.

EREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and

agreements
and conditions hercinafter s

t forth. the parties
fowy:

The Govan
phlicy of voluntir
implemented with
international fipw s

- Fhis iy g
sdopted.

The st
and the Uitad

t‘u‘__s\

ment of the Philipnines and the CBCP shall continue 1o pursue the
' repatriation for the remaining Vietnamese nationals which shail be
due-respeet to thiir human fights in accordanee with Philippine and

r3tood to be without préjndi':e 10 other durable sotutions thay may be

DFA

|
i
|

e
. 1

icct of negotiations between

2.

The effecds
b in force untif a
and  condition of]
partics shall perio
explore and agrey
their status wnd cor

3. Admin
Pend:ing res
4 new site which
and supervision of
tor the care and
“progressive self-n
administrative cost
n the PFAC

f_fiy of this MOU shult commence on I July 1996 nd shall continue to
ore durable solution is adopted addressing the problem on the status
the Vietnamese nationals, - During the ffectivity of this MOU the

fically assess the situation of the remaining Vietnamese and shall

m alternative arrangements towards a-final and permanent solution to
Jdition,

¢
'

jolution of the final statys of these Vietnamese and their relocation to
hust be effected not Iater than December 31, 1996, the adminstration
the PFAC shall be undertaken by the CADP. The CADP shal) provide
naintenance of all the Victnamese nationals under the prinviple of
kliance and self-management™ while assuming responsibilin for the
s essential for the eltective administration af the Viemamese nationals

PEAC scc$rily shall remain the responsibility of the WESCOM. All PEFAC
residents shall be

R

ulations.
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The National Government, through the DSWD ang WESCOM of the AFP, shall

monitor the programs ang Projects of the CADP. Wh
request for technical assistance,

Within six months from the sigﬁing of this MOU, the

relocation of the Vietnamese nationals from the PFAC 10 a ne
the local Gove

enever necessary, the CADP may

CADP shalt undertake the

W site to be designated by
mment of Puerto Princes_a City or the Province of Palawan under terms

and conditiony tha may b mutually dgreed upon by the concerned local government

units and CADP or to #new site offered by the Church within P

of the Church hroughout the country.

alawan or the Dioceses

of this relocation, g well as the construction of housing and other

infrastructure acilities and the provision of basic services, shall likewise be the
responsibility of tI%e CADP. However, the DSWD, the ioca] government units and the

WESCOM ma ex

e CADP, in coording ion) with the Netional and Loca]

end assistance to the CADP to facilitate said relocation.

and agencies, apd OVERRNEN Orge ions shall assist the Vietnamese in gaining

t of Foreign Affairs (DFA) shall be the lead agency in coordinating

with the Government of Vietnam for the voluntary repatriation of the remaining
Vietnamese. The DFA shall also remain responsible for coordinating with foreign

governments on|matters relating to repatriation or resettiement.
The a

nt to be donated by the UNHCR as a final contribution to the remaining

Vietnamese natjonals shall be set aside as g repatriation fund to be administcrcd‘ by
DSWD for dish ursement for activities ditectly rclating to their voluntary repatriation,
including any activity and solution pending voluntary repatriation.

to the PFAC orithe new relocation site(s) within a period of four (4) months upon the
signing of this MOU, otherwise, they shall be dealt with in accordance with regular J

immigration lawk, rules and regulations,
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7. Operstionsl Guidelines

The operatignal guidelines shall be prepared by the parties not later than thirty
(30) days from the signing of this MOU.

IN WITNESS$ wum’edr the partigs hereto have signed um Memornmlum of
Understandiny this 1996 in the Phlhppmes o

ot A fo

_HON. urt\ B L41GO
%ercmn of Department of Social

Wettare and Development

. -

SR. PMCALE LE THJ}T Rt

“HAN, POMINGO 1.
Qbm.relah;_ tkmmn " uf Foreign
Aflairs

MAJ. GEN. GUILLERM® RUIZ
ommanding Genera

Western Command, Armed Forces
of the Philippines. Puerto Princesu

City. Plllw;n |
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Apostollc Vnchr of Pnlawnn

Burcau of !mmi gration
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© 7. Despite the agregment of 13 February 1996, the WESCOM officials forcibly herded & group of
89 Vietnamese asylum seekers to an Alr Vietnam plane with Capt. Rex Robles escorting the
repatriates. Marac ver, u:ko Government troops fired guns and tear 928 shells into the alr and hosed
down a group of apout 1,000 Vietnameae who formed a human barricade on the airport runway In an
effort to stop the flight, |

8. On 20 February 1986, in a meeting with DFA officials, UNHCR representatives, and Sen.
Heherson Alvarez, the Crurch group presentrd a position Paper on the smooth transfer of PFAC to
Church-NGO. The Churth envisioned the Vietnamese asylum seokers to become a community
(instead of a camp; of s f-supporting, free individuals who can eventually make a voluntary decision
to return home joyfully and with dignity or find another home either in a third country or, as a last
resor, in the host count {(Enclosure 6),

9, On 26 February 896, in response to lhoﬂ request of DFA, the Church submitted a plan of
action, describing the v. rious phases of the programs for Vietnamese asylum soekers, extending
even beyond June 1998(Enclosure 7).

.,

The UNHGCR in the same seting gubmitted its prlponl for the gradual turn over of the PFAC to the
CBCP betwoen March to une 1998 (Enclosure 8). The Church and the UNHCR agreed to study each
other’s proposal and to oot at a later date 1o talk about related details, I S

f required concrate programs of action, the DFA ignored this, amphasizing
up with & h‘:i"oiriiﬁt that wourd’ 'bi’ﬂf’i;ig;ithbl”é*to he ‘ottie rfitst asylum
countries. Hence, a joint: GMHunidhl?ﬁit*féﬂﬂﬁlit&ﬁ(enmwﬁ’i};'-‘*f AT LT AR AR
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urc‘h‘s meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM feaving an expectation that future
oed for policy modification to address the issue of the asylum seekers'
remnants; Ambassador 2ja and the Government Panel made the Church believe that their aole
concern for the momant was to bring a communiqué that would be plsasing to the March 6-8 Geneva

PPEE R A
CONCLUSION

The Church has always | maintained that voluntary repatriation Is important when done in an
Atmosphere which allows the displsced Vietnamese to make an informed and responasible choice. i
is in this context that the Church agresd "to collaborate in persuading Vistnamese asylum seekers to
return to Vietnam on eondition that basgie rights are respected and thst the program be implemanted
in the presence of the Chyrch and NGOs concerned”, ol

A

-~ ‘5‘ N h :
The Church maintaing the joint statement does not close the door to other options at the end of
the CPA in June 1988. The Church accepts the challenge to asaist the remnants and commits lhqll

to do 20, not because “it js rich” but because It believes in the Filipinos’ innate YRy of )
andof Degiaiity, formed|by Ite “rich religious heritage" s ihe only predominantly Christian '
In Asi urch firmly betieves that it can meet the chalienge to realize a seff-retiant gonuUnity

wwith the' asylum Soskars. their, ovarseas: relatives/compatriots, sympathétic and

CBCP Eplegopal Commis?lon for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and inerant Peopla
February 23, 1998 ]
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