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Vietnam’s
Other
MIA’s

Washington.

information about American service-

men stii] listed as missing in action in
Southeast Asia, the Reagan administration is
neglecting another very important issue.

That is the issue of the *'re-education™ pris-
oners, people detained in Vietnam because of
their political beliefs and former assoclation
- with the U.S. They number approximately

q S IT NEGOTIATES with Vietnam for

By Roger P. Winter
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President Ronald Reagan

The White House

L6600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. President:

There are men and women in prison in Vietnam because they are identified with
the United States role in that country prior to 1975. In many cases these
political prisoners have been incarcerated for over nine years, yet the
government you head has done little to obtain their release. Our nation's
liziced initiatives on theilr behalf have been indecisive and shallow. We hope
you will iatervens and precipitate a breakthrough in this tragedy.

For two years representatives of the government of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam have publically indicated they would release persons in reeducation
cazps la Vietnam 1f the United States would take them. It is estimated that
the number isvolved who would be "of interest™ to the Urnited States is about
?.00C0. Receat discussions with Vietnamese authorities by knowladgeahle
Americans yisld the judgement that the Vietnamese offer is real.

s2 urga vou to break throuygh the impotence that has characterized U.S.
actions on Chis metter. Within the next two weeks your s«-ninlstration will be
consulzing with the Congress to determine the number of rerugess to be admitced
to the Unized States in FY 1985. We believe that the Administration proposal to
the Congress should include a dedicated set of admissions unumbers, over and
above those provided in connection with existing refugee admissions efforts, to
demonstrate our reselve to rescue these particular persons. It seems clear that

the Congrzss would support such a proposal,

MT. Prasiizne, Lt als1 seens clear that without vour intervention men and
“3ZI0 Wno warx with us” In Vietnam will soon reach their tenth anniversary in
arisgorn. e urze vou to xeep falth with them aow and to move urnazbiguously to
2h73in their ralaase

Sincerealy,
Aj ’~[
Roger P. Winter
Director
RPW/ 2l

LUSCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service
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Informing the public since 1958
December 8, 1987

Khuc Minh Tho, President

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association
Box 5435

Arlington, Virginia 22205-0635

Dear Mrs. Khuc:

For some time, we have worked closely together to achieve a single
goal--freedom for all Vietnamese political prisoners.

An example of my office's continuing commitment to that end is the enclosed
article that went to over 100 newspapers nationwide recently. As it has
several times before, the United States Committee for Refugees(USCR) raised
the wrongful incarceration of Vietnamese political prisoners and the need to
make their plight a major point of discussion between Hanoi and Washington.

USCR plans to re-raise this issue again and again until the terrible ordeal of
the imprisoned ends. However, in order to do that as effectively as possible,
it must ask your organization for help.

For the first time--and because it is absolutely necessary financially--USCR
seeks sponsors for the next World Refugee Survey, the publication that is
central to our public information program,

Why is the Survey important? Pirst of all, because it tells the truth., Unlike
politically motivated government reports, it is the only annual publication on
global refugee conditions which is privately produced and addresses refugee
issues strictly out of concern for human suffering.

Secondly, the Survey reaches the powerful and the influential., It lands on the
desks of Congressmen, government leaders, journalists, and researchers. Also,
it is used by libraries frequented by university students, the next generation
of leaders who will shape policies and public attitudes toward refugees,

Coverage of Vietnamese refugees, including political prisoners, has been a
regular part of the Survey for several years, It will be again, and this
effort to provide information and advocacy respresents a significant portion
of the resources and time USCR has devoted to refugees from vVietnam for over a
decade.

In order to become Survey sponsors, concerned and active organizations such as
yours are being asked to make a $1,000 contribution to USCR. In recognition of
their generosity, sponsors will be prominently listed the next Survey and they
will receive 100 free copies each.

Won't the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association please help?

USCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service



So far, our gponsorship appeal has been encouraging, For example, United
Cambodian Community of Long Beach, california has decided to contribute, and
it will be listed as one of the groups that understande the importance of the
Survey. Others which have shown interest in being sponsors are the U.S.

Catholic Conference, the Presbyterian Church USA, and the American Baptist
Church.

Still, I urgently request the support of your organization in making the next
World Refugee Survey as effective as possible for your loved ones as well as
for all refugees. Please indicate the association's interest in becoming a
sponsor by December 31, 19687. That will ensure that its name will appear next
to others' in the next Survey which will be published in February 1988,

Please do not hesitate to contact me if yYou have any questions--and thank you
very much, Mrs. Khuc. I wish you and all association members Happy Holidays.

It is my fervent wish that the new year brings freedom at last for all the
incarcerated in Vietnam.

Sincerely yours,

2% ?4) /-ﬂb

Roger P, Winter
Director
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Presentation of Roger Winter
Director, U.5. Comnittee for Refugees

June 11, 1984

Mr. Ambassador, I a- Roger winter, Director of the U.S. Committee for Ref-

ugees, the public information arx: of the American Council for Natlonalitles

Service. Your willingness to consider my corments this morning is ap-

preciated. I have cheosen to 1izit my commments today to three subjects: pub-

AR
12

¢ a titudes regarding relugee adrissions; political prisoners in Vietnar;

P

z=2 the COrierly Departure Progra-.
public Artitudes regarding Refugee Rimissions
Jums 3, Congress—en Hatllten Flish, Jr. {(R-NY), Stezher J. Sularz
s, ard it Moody (D-wij, and USCR released the resylts of a professional
©_:.-. rondusted for USCR by the opinion research firm of Kane, Parsons and
&t Es. InT The poil. which wes more corfrenernsive than pricr prliing on
: sl lwes copfase: o2 nucter of impressicre many <f Ls involved in refuagee
s PSR ST

Lrooswooary, the s.IivEy BhowE trece is pot s-..d orpofitlen to refugss ad
-icsicre within the A-erican public as sore have alleged. In fact, not-

withstanding widespreal confusizn on the issues, there 1is statistical evidence

to indicate the Avericean public rerains supportive ot retugee



admissions. Wwhen clitizens were asked to make judgments on admitting ten par-
ticular types of immigrants and refugees, in each case; a majority indicated
it would opt to admit the person. The survey also shows the public 1s con-
fused on who retugees are, in what relatlive numnbers they are admitted, and
where they come from. Over half of all respondents did not know the dif-
ference between refugees and other mligrants; 50 percent believe Mexico is a
major source of refugee admisslons to the U.S. The survey alsc showed that
the more accurate knowledge the pubiic has on refugee lssues, the more sup-
portive the public is of a generous adrnisslons pollicy: and that for most
Brericans, refugee adrissions policy is only of low to moderate importance.

In such a situatlon, positive leadership from government leaders can help
fashion national support, even consensus, on maintalning a generous admissions
polizy. thereby influencing how the worid-at-large reacts to refugees’ needs
P

far protection and long-term solutione.

We urge you to take leadership in broad efforts to inform the public

r1

ot retugees and to interpret to the public U.S. interests in finding dur-

[s]

fw
rr
V-
o
v
i

- .t in-s for refugees. (A fuller explanation ot the results ot the sur-

Me. Artassador, we recoinizz that no ad-inistration can be expecsted to

M
w

gt
-

~ove forward tco resoly refugee situations worldwide sirultaneously or
with equal intensity. we believe, however, there are much-needed, do-able
lnitiatives to resolve sore long-standing refugee issues that President Reagan
would support -- and so would the public. 1In Southeast Asia, these include

draratlically improved anti-piracy efforts; a breakthrough in the release and

resettlement of political prisoners in vietnar: ard a meaningful reduction in



first asylum camp populations.
Our survey demonstrates the public will take pride in your ac-

complishments if your tenure includes resolving these issues.

Political Prisoners in Vietnam

Nine years after the fall of Saiqon., many Vietnamese nationals who were
"our people" continue to serve tine in so-called reeducation camps in Viet-
nan. There have been a varlety o offers by Hanoi officlals that these pris-
orers will be released if the U.S. and other countries will take them tor re-
settlement. The U.S. has publicly indicated a willingness to resettle those
prisoners "of interest to us." but has set forth certain preconditions to em-
barking on a program. Frankly., I think the preconditions enunciated by the
L.S. are not unreascnable and are consistent with U.S. law,

However, 1t appears to us that Hanoi. which has much .experlence with the
U.5. as a result of tha Orderly Departure Program, ailso Iunderstands that,
ult:-ately, we will need to have access to and to prescreen those to be re-

citvlps hers to fFulfill the reguireserts of our law. Thus, our stated pre-

we believe a new initiative by the U.S. is needed tc put Haroi'sz offer to
the tect and perhaps achieve a leong overdue break:hrough.

we, therefore, encourage the Administration to include in its FY 1985 ad-
missions proposal to the Congress a block of 10.000 nurbers to be avalilable

exclusively for political prisoners of Interest to the U.S. who are released



from reeducation camps and their familles, They should not be limited to FY
1985, but rather remain avallable until used. Finallf. they should be in ad-
dition to nurbers available for off-take trom first asylum countries and the
current ODP progqran.

It 1s our bellef that such a proposal would be supported by the Congress
and, thus, be a strong signal to Hanol about our intentions on this matter.
1f Hanoi then chooses not to respond, our government will at least have taken
a stong positive step on this matrer, which, we believe, it has not done to
date. If Hanoi responds positively., a broader international program of re-

settlment could then be initiated.

The QOrderly Departure Progqram

All theose farziliar with refugee 1issues 1in Southeast Asia know the sen-
sitivity of first asylun natlons there to our off-take .from their refugee
catps. The growth of CDP is, to some degree, seen by themlas a threat to fu-
cure off-take by the U.S. The propesal the Adrinistration is considering to

provid-s an entirely separate sa2t of adrissions nuthers for oODP is. in our

However, 1f the resettlerznt countries are to make a significant con-
tribution to igprcving protection and treatment and eliminating long stays in
carp for refugees 1In Southeast Asia, 1t 1is important that the ODP numbers be
in addition to the 950,000 numbers needed for first-asylus off-take in that

region.

B erht v

e e m——————
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By modestly increasing our FY 1985 celllings, as we herein suggest, it ap-
pears the U.S. can restore a sense of progress towards resolving the Indo-

chinese refugee tragedy, rather than simply treading water.
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1174 UNITED STALES
<3%% COMMITTEE
*2/0\Y FOR REFUGEES

819 Fiftcenth Sueet N Suite 610 .
u Washingion, DC 20005 .
- (202) 667-0782Z. o .

-

[nforming the public since 1954 . - - I '- oy 3'.1984

Paul Wolfowitz

Assistant Secretary of State
Departrent of State -
Wasrington, D.C. 20515

Dear M. Secretary:

I a= writing to bring to your attention a recsat articie of ours regarding
pelitical prisoners in Vietnam. The articie was ca-ried in a nurber of papers
arvund the country under different titles. The twd I have encloseé are fram the
Toe Amczles Times asd Newsday.

O TJone 11 we &ncous

b &

o the ad—ipastrazion {sTatsment enclosed) to proviiz
- = 1

a speciiic block of refugss admussians o for FY 1985 exclus:iwvely Zor
raleasas readucation caTp prisoners anc thair familiss. We have been of the
o ~icn that the Vietnamese oublic offar wo releasa prisoners of intarast to tis
(5. mas not adec.ataly been respanded to Dy the U.S.

‘- .3 mr Delisf chat crovision of a specific block of mumber as dalirmztac
i- oor Jume 11 stzeament will elther resuit in rhe initiation cf mere
crminized ralasse of prisoners for resectla-ent or show up the bDad faith of 2
Viz-—a-mz23e offer. Cither event would help clarify the currant & DIgUOUS SLTUATION,
al2nzusn apviously we would hope for releasa. .

Clzzvls voo ara in a kev position to resolve the curren® situation. It
soamz o-- vz =miz iz one of those rafugss gi+aviors the President woull SUTICTT

Soes oe: —razz--—ad wits an adagoaze deSisSII pacHag? v The TecarTent of

Foger P. Winter
Directcr

W/ 31

USCR is 2 program of the American Council for Nationalities Service



B15 Fifteenth Street N Suite 610
u Washington, DC 20005 .

(202)667-0782 ’
Informing the publi smce 1953 Ju.ly 23, 1984
President Ronald Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsvlvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. President:

There are men and women in prison in VieInam because they are identified with
the United States role in that country prior to 1975. In many cases these
political prisoners have been incarcerated for over nine years, yet the
government you head has done little to obtain their release. Our nation's
ligited initiatives on their behalf have been indecisive and shallow. We hope
vyou will intervens and precipitate a breakthrough {n this tragedy.

For two vears representatives of the government of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam have publically indicated they would release persons Iin reeducation
camps in Vietrac if the United States would take them. It is estimated that
the number ircvolved who would be "of interest”™ to the United States is about
9,000. PRecent discussions with Vietnamese authorities by knowledgeable
Azericans vield the judgement that the Vietnamese offer is real.

1]

‘s To breax through the impotence that has characterized U.S5,
n this merter. Within the next two weeks your -~ -=ninisctration will be
consuleing with the Congress to determine the number of rerugess to be admitted
to the United States in FY 1985. We believe that the Administration proposal to
the Congress should include a dedicated set of admissions numbers, over and
above those provided in connection with existing refugee admissions efforts, to
deoonstrate our resclve to rescue these particular persons. It seems clear that
the Ccngress would support such a proposal.
Mr. 2residasnt, it also seexms clear that withour vour intervention men and
wozen who were “with us’ in Vietnam will soon reach their tenth anniversary in
rison. We urge vou to keesp faith with ther now and to move unamblguously to

obtain their release.
Sincerely, f

Roger P. Winter
Director

RPW/gl

USCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service




United Sta..s Depar:ment of State

LS c_.r't-fj Assisiant Secretary of Spora
‘ ; Jor East dsian and Par;ﬁr.{ﬁh{n

Washington. D.C. 20520

August 22, 1984
Dear Mr. Winter:

Thank you for your letter of July 3. I have read it and
the en-losures with interest, and I have discussed the issues
involved with colleagues in the Bureau for Refugee Programs.
This also responds to your letter to the President of July 23,
which was referred to the Department of State for reply.

le

fu
"

As I believe ycu are aware, we have repesatedly maia
+5 Viecnan, both directly and through the UNHZR, that =

~
C
ae

Usited States is prepared to receive past and present
politiczal prisoners from Vietnamese prison camps -~ so-zalled
"ra-ad zation canps” -- through the UNHCR's Orderly Denarti_r=
Srooran.

Indesd, at ‘the UNHCA-sponsor2d meeting on the Orderly
Teparture Program in Geneva in October 1983, the United States
recrasantative subnmitted to the Vietnamese ViZe Foreijn
Miqizcar a list of almost 2,020 special humanitarian cases,
-cluding nanes of political prisoners and their familias, and
reyiested their imnmadiate releazse. On our behalf, the
Tatavnational Conmnittee 2f the Red Cross has asxed nany tines
f-or a list of the prisoners the Vietnamese hold and are
~r2zared to release, so far withcout success,. Since w2 turned
im ~ur list, we nave repeataedlv urged the Vietnamese 1o Ze3in
r='=223in3 nriscrers and we have receivel no response o Thnat
rz- 25T,

Twa Viatwma—asze aras S.11y aware of cur williagnsss --
{-isa7, Aur eagarress ~- T2 2xzand Ihm2 Jrdsrly DapErtir:
TroIrano oo a:c?ﬁnafate “mzs5z ‘re-ed.cation Zamr’ Zoistoners,

s ares continulnl o 2xslore ways of rguz’inT tne Vi=Tnaness
as-srisias to £ooperate with the 1atarnitlonal TomTanityoan
sz<113 prisoners and their families available fzr res=zcle=ment,
Desnpite vour expressed belief in the nzerity of Viatnanass
nffears to release political prisoners, your letter rigntiy
acknowledges doubt about the good faith of their offers.
However, I share your view that we shculd continue to maxe
every effort to explore the possibility that the cifer is

genuine, and ideas such as yours are being given careful
consideration as we develop our FY 85 refugee admission

Mr. Roger P. Winter, Director,
United States Zcmmittee for Refugees,
815 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Suite 610,
Washington, D. C.



proposals. If the Vietnamese authorities would demonstrate a
willingness to meet our reascnable procedural needs, we are
confident tha* the Congress will readily authorize as many
adrmission numbers as we need.

I personally feel that there is almost no one more deserv-
ing of admission to the United States as a refugee than the
people who are suffering in priscn because of their past asso-
ciation with us. Securing the release of these political pri-
sorers is cne of the foremost goals of the U.5. refugee pre-
grez. It is for this reason that we appreciate your interest
2r4 support in persuading the Vietnamese to begin freeing
scnmze wro woald be eligible for resettlement in the United

We alez~ continuge to hope that the Vietnamese authorities
Zi1. allow the International Committee of the Red Cross access
-~ gro "re-gZication cens’ pricscners. Tnis actceess would not
a=lv zscertein thelir teotel nurnsr and idertity, but also, of
e-uz! :mportance, ccald hopefully lez? tc the Vietnazese
izrrowins the deploratle conditicns in these prisons.
21t-: .cr we have not wmade Red Cross inspection of the prisons
a pre-ccnfition for our resettling political prisoners, we
smm-<rwc te helieve that it is a huxzane and important first
cTer -7 & regularized Drogram.




N\'gz UNITED STATES
:. 7S COMMITTEE
FOR REFUGEES

815 Fifteenth Street N'W, Suite 610
u Washington, DC 20005
(202)667-0782

Informing the public since 1958

December 8, 1987

Khuc Minh Tho, President

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association
Box 5435

Arlington, Virginia 22205-0635

Dear Mrs. Khuc:

For some time, we have worked closely together to achieve a single
goal--freedom for all Vietnamese political prisoners.

An example of my office's continuing commitment to that end is the enclosed
article that went to over 100 newspapers nationwide recently., As it has
several times before, the United States Committee for Refugees(USCR) raised
the wrongful incarceration of Vietnamese political prisoners and the need to
make their plight a major point of discussion between Hanoi and Washington.

USCR plans to re-raise this issue again and again until the terrible ordeal of
the imprisoned ends. However, in order to do that as effectively as possible,
it must ask your organization for help.

For che first time--and because it is absolutely necessary financially--USCR
seeks sponsors for the next World Refugee Survey, the publication that is
central to our public information program.

Why is the Survey important? First of all, because it tells the truth. Unlike
politically motivated government reports, it is the only annual publication on
global refugee conditions which is privately produced and addresses refugee
issues strictly out of concern for human suffering.

Secondly, the Survey reaches the powerful and the influential. It lands on the
desks of Congressmen, government leaders, Jjournalists, and researchers. Also,
it is used by libraries freguented by university students, the next generation
of leaders who will shape policies and public attitudes toward refugees.

Coverage of Vietnamese refugees, including political prisoners, has been a
reqular part of the Survey for several years. It will be again, and this
effort to provide information and advocacy respresents a significant portion
of the resources and time USCR has devoted to refugees from vVietnam for over a
decade.

In order to become Survey sponsors, concerned and active organizations such as
yours are being asked to make a $1,UOU contribution to USCR. In recognition of
their generosity, sponsors will be prominently listed the next Survey and they
will receive 100 free copies each.

Won't the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association please help?

USCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service



So far, our sponsorship appeal has been encouraging. For example, United
Cambodian Community of Long Beach, California has decided to contribute, and
it will be listed as one of the groups that understands the importance of the
Survey. Others which have shown interest in being sponsors are the U.S.
Catholic Conference, the Presbyterian Church USA, and the American Baptist
Church.

Still, I urgently requesc che support of your organization in making the next
World Refugee Survey as effective as possible for your loved ones as well as
for all refugees. Please indicate the association's interest in becoming a
sponsor by December 31, 1987. That will ensure that its name will appear next
to others' in the next Survey which will be published in February 1988,

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions--and thank you
very much, Mrs. Khuc. I wish you and all association members Happy Holidays.
It is my fervent wish that the new year brings freedom at last for all the
incarcerated in Vietnam,

Sincerely yours,

2% 74) /-prL\

Roger P. Wintcer
Director



United States Depariment of State

5 {ssiszant Secreiary of Spute
for Fast dsian and Pacific Affairs

Washington, D.C. 20520

August 22, 1984
Dear Mr. Winter:

Thank you for your letter of July 3. 1 have read it and
the en~losures with interest, and I have discussed the issues
invalved with colleagues in the Bureau for Refugee Praogramnms.
This also respcnds to your letter to the President of July 23,
wMi-h was referred to the Department of State for reply.

As I believe ycu are aware, we have repeatedly mads clear
5 Vie-namn, both directly and through the UNHCIR, that the

U o3 S-ates is prepared to receive past and present
mali-i-al prisoners from Vietnamese prison canps == 2-za2lled
a~ion canps" == through the UNHIR's Qrderly Depart.r2

e-ad.c
~ =

at the UNHCR-sponsorad meeting on the Order
rogram in 3Geneva in October 1983, the United
jva subnitted 2o the Vietnamese Vice Foreign
list of almest 2,000 special humanitarian casas,
a

o)

o5 of bclitical prisoners and tneir families, =ni
hair immediate release. On our behalf, the
al Committee of the Red Cross has asxed 1nany TITES
of the prisoners the Vietnanese hold and arce
release, so far without success. Since we turned
, we nava regeatedly urged the Viatnpnanese %2 ce3jin
risorers and w2 have receivei no response L0 ~rat
s Viatpma—zse are f_.lly awara2 ¢ Cur ez --
: 2%, 2Ur eagaernsi3s —- -5 =ycand tme 224 are oy
oo o 2=z re-a2d.tiTion coiszTn=rs.

2 S » e VLeTnanss?
3ot “nea mTanIlTy o 1n
a3 L1l resattlanant,
Deszlte vour exoras in : Jistnanase
~ffars to release political prisoners, jyour letter rigntiy
ackowledges doubt about the good faith of their offers.

v

However, I share your view that we shculd continue to maks
pvery effort to explore the possibility that the cffer is
enuine, and ideas such as yours are being given careful

consideration as we develop our FY 85 refugee admission

Mr. Roger P, Winter, Director,
Unitad States Sommi<tee for Refugees,
315 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Suite 610,
Washington, D. C.



proposals. If the Vietnamese authorities would demonstrate a
willingness to meet our reasonable procedural needs, we are
confident that the Congress will readily authorize as many
admission numbers as we need.

I personally feel that there is almost no one more deserv-
ing of admission to the United States as a refugee than the
people who are gsuffering in prison because of their past asso-
ciation with us. Securing the release of these political pri-
soners is one of the foremost goals of the U.S. refugee pro-
grar. It is for this reason that we appreciate your interest
and support in persuading the Vietnamese to begin freeing
those who would be eligible for resettlement in the United
Stat

o
]
[f)]

we alsc continue to hope that the Vietnamese authorities

1 allow the International Committee of the Red Cross access

the "re-education camp" prisoners. Tnis access would not
as~ertain their total nurtar and identity, but also, of

1O ke

i -=nartance, coald hopefuily lead to the Vietnanese
~ving the deploratle conditions in these prisons.

:3- we have not made Red Cross inspection of the prisons
c-mcn3ition for our resettling political prisoners, we
inis tc beliews that it is a humane and important first
«~ a regularized program.

n ) @ - O ot K

N,



\\‘f‘r UNITED STATES
CONWTEE
, 0\ " FOR REFUGEES

8153 Fiftcenth Street N, Suite 810
u Washington. DC 20005
(202) 6670782 Lo

Informing the public since 1954 o - ) B 1y 3, 1984

Paul Wolfowitz

Assistant Secretary of State
Depar—ent of Stats -
Washirgton, D.C. 20513

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I a= writing %o bring to your attention a recsnt article of ours regarding
pclitizal prisoners in Vietnam. The article was carried in a nurber of papers
arsund the country under different titlas. The two I have enclosed are fram tie
Tes anzzles Times and Newsday.

o Jume 1) we ancouraced the admirastrazion (statament enclesed) to proviis
specific block of refugss admissions nurbes for Fy 1985 exclosively for
taasad resfucaticon carp prisoners and thair families., We have been of the
i-:mn that the Vietnamese public offer o release priscners of intarest to e
.5, mras rot adscastely been responded to Dy the U.S.
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*- .3 cur Deliz? that orovision of a specific block of nimher as delirsstz
i~ mr itz 1l sta=arent will either result in the wmnitiatzion cf more

=ty sf prisoners for resettlerent or show up the bad falzh of ths
Sirher evant would help clarify the current ambiguous siTua~.on,
wa woald hope for release. .

Zlazrly yoo ars in a kxev pos-q.on to resolve the current situation. It
222 => o3 ==iz 13 onz of rthose rafuzes situations the President woull sSuUpIcTs
%=z sz ozrazim-ad wios 3an adaguata desiszion packaga by The lezarTwent oF
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815 Fifteenth Street NW, Suite 610
u Washington, DC 20005 ,
(202)667-0782 }
Injorming the publi stnce 1954 July 23, 1984
President Ronald Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsvlvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. President:

There are men and women in prison ip Vietnam because they are identified with
the United States role in that country prior to 1975. In many cases these
political prisoners have been incarcerated fcr over nine years, yet the
government you head has done little to obtain their release. Our nation's
limited {niziatives on their behalf have been indecisive and shallow. We hope
you will interve—c and precipitate a breakthrough in this tragedv.

For two vears representatives of the government of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam have publically indicated they would release persons in reeducation
canps in Vietnaz if the United States would take them. It is estimated that
the number involved who would be "of interest™ to the United States is about
9,000. Recent discussions with Vietnamese authorities by knowledgeable
Azericans vield the judgement that the Vietnamese offer is real.

W& UrYgé vou [0 breax through the impotence that has characterized U.S.
actions 20 this zetter. Within the next two weeks your a-nindistration will be
consulting with the Congress to determine the number of refugezs to be admitted
to the United States in FY i985. We believe that the Administracion proposal to
the Congress should include a dedicated set of admissions numbers, over and
above those provided in connection with existing refugee admissions efforts, to
deconstrate our resolve to rescue these particular persons. It seems clear that
the Congress would support such a proposal.

ent, 1t alsn seexns clear that without vour intervention men and
wozen who were "with us” in Vietnam will soon reach their tenth anniversary in
prison. Wwe ur
obtain their r

e vou to keep faith with them now and to move unazbiguously to

Sinceraly, f
Roger P. Winter

Director
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¥ Assisiant Secretary of Stapd
Jor East Asian and Pacific Affairs

Washington, D.C. 20520

August 22, 1984
Dear Mr. Winter:

Thank you for your letter of July 3. I have read it and
the enzlosures with interest, and I have discussed the issues
involvad with colleagues in the Bureau for Refugee Progranms.
This also responds to your letter to the President of July 23.
whi-h was referred to the Department of State for renly.

As I believe ycu are aware, We have repeatedly mada clear
e~ Vie=nam, both directly and chrough the UNHIR, that the
U=i*ei S-ates is preparel tD receive past and present
policizal prisoners Irom Vistnamese prison camps -- s>-cz2lled
" epead_cation camps” -- through the UNHCR's Orderly Denart._r=2
Fronran,

+a3sed, at the UNHCZ-sponsorad meeting on the Qrderly
Teparture Program in Seneva in October 1983, the United States
rar--esanzative submittel to the Vietnamnese Vice Foreign
Min-z-ar a list of almest 2,000 special humani<arian cases,
f--213imz nanas of pclitical prisoners and treir families, =zni
rezzasted thair immadiacze relezse. On our behalf, tne
-acsrma-ional Connittee of the Red Cross has asxad nany tifmes
2-» 3 1is- of the priscners the Vietnanese nold and ars
~r2rarel to release, SC far without success. Since we turned
i ~_.7r list, we nava reseatedly urged the Vietnamese 92 zegin

‘n3 oriscrars and -2 have receivei no rasponse o Tnat

Tea Viaznamaess ars ILllY -f -or oWl
: 2or =azarns3s -- I =2 Cri=s
= <z a::ifﬁjfa:e -mzs2 "re-ai.tation 2

comeinuLlnd S exzlZrg wis 2f persuziin - ~nET
3 ri<:es £O T2°52rat: withoT 1o =2rnz21I-2l JCTTANLT 1:
-z<1n3 Drisoners anz erair families ava:ilat-les oI res="2.272.%
Sespite vour exprassesd telizi in the sincarity of Vi=atnanese
sffars to release pclitical prisoners, Your letzer rightily
acvnowladges doubt abcut the good faith of their offers.
However, I share your view that we sheculd continue to make
every effort to explore the possibility that the cffer is

genuine, and ideas such as yours are being given careful
corsideration as we develop our FY 85 refugee admission

Mr. Roger P. Winter, Director,
Un:ited States Zommiztae for Relugees,
315 Fifse=anth Street, N.W., Suite 6.0,
Wwashington, D. C.

United States Depariment of State



proposals. If the Vietnamese authorities would demonstrate a
willingness to meet our reasonable procedural needs, we are
confident that the Congress will readily authorize as many
admission numbers as we need.

I personally feel that there is almost no one more deserv-
ing of admission to the United States as a refugee than the
people who are suffering in priscn because of their past asso-
ciaion with us. Securing the release of these political pri-
soners is one of the foremost goals of the U.S. refugee pro-
grar. It is for this reason that we appreciate your interes:
and support in persuading the Vietnamese to begin freeing
those who wcould be eligible for resettlement in the United
States.

We alsc continue to hope that the Vietnameses authorities
will allow the International Committee of the Red Cross access
ty trhe "re-education canp” pr.soners. This access would not
onlv ascer=ain their total nur~=sr and identity, but also, of
31 :moortance, co2ld hopefully leal to the Vietnanmese

improving the deploratle conditions in these prisons.

Alt> .Zr we have not made Red Cross inspection of the prisons
a pre-ccndition for our resettling political priscners, we
conTinus s i

st to oar

\“h»d“



f’:}(f — T ' ' €. Vi el

E . . .
L} . -

Longress of the United States
IHouse of Representatives

o . Washington, B.C. 20515
T E o August 10, 1984

-

: The Honorable Ronald Reagan
i President of the United States
. The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Cear Mr. President:

Next year will mark the 1Qth anniversary of the fall of Saijzon.
Tragically, many Vietnamese who were associated with tra I'nit=d Sta-,
tefore 1975, to this day resmain imprisoned by the Ccm-unist Vie:ra-
mese government in "Re-educaticn Camps". We know, of course, thait
"Re-education Camps™ is nothing more than a euphemism for prisnns.

Conditions in these prisons have been ccmpared to those in concentra
tion camps. T

These political prisoners were people who worked for the United
States' programs in Vietnam: computer programmers, drivers, language
teachers, officials of the former Republic of Vietnam, officers in
the army, policemen, and Catholie, Buddhist and other clergy. Thessa
are people who were left behind in the evacuation when the war ended
or who stayed behind to save their families. In sorme sense, for
those Vietnamese who have spent the last nine years in communist
prisons, the war has never ended.

There have been a number of statements By Hanoi officials that -
these prisoners will be released .if the U.S. will take. them for re-
settlement. The latest such offer occurred in May, when the Vietna-
mese Prime Minister, Pham Van Dong, told Newsweek that "we (Vietnam)
are quite prepared to allow all of those left in the camps to leave
tomorrow for the U.S." His statement echced one made in 1982 by
SRV Foreign Minister Thach. There ara an estimated 8-10,000 such
persons left in the camps, who along with certain of their family

, members might be eligible for resettlement.
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In April, State Depaxtmenk oftmcials told Congress that before :
he United States determines that it will take anyone, an international
organization smst have access ta screen the prisoners. Until now we
have let this preconditiom stal® any consideration of the re- -education
issue.

. . It is ‘ting for mdca to sieze the J.nit:.at:.ve.
S T TG '1‘- LR TR ‘v
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: .. Creating a&issiom p!aéeq }or rq—educatxon camp® inmates and
i’ members of theig familips would
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send a c,l.ar: signal to Vietnam that
5 the United States is genu lr :Lntexestql in freedom fox these politi- |
ety 7'}: cal prisoners; wa must fﬁ room for thii small, clearly defined group
”;ti Z. which has a legitimate cla.in to our atten{;iom.. Youx creative leader-~
w .

7 ghi ld 1 NGO
r\fi hip cou ead ta seriouf ?gotiattom‘ _
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We urgl yon to demon;t.rate the lea ershfpr th“ il needed to ful-
";7af fill our moral obligation to those who put their trus§ in us and to
17 .. pay the debt that is ours. T

Sincerely,

|

7
Benjamin A. Gilman M.C.

/m /4/;2%—

Tom Lantos M.C,
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