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With compliments, 

815 Fifteenth Street, N _ W. 
Suite 610 

Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 667-0782 

Roger P. Winter, Director 

USCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service 



Vietnam's 
Other 
MIA's 

WashIngton. 

A s IT NEGOTIATES with Vietnam for 
Information about American service­
men still listed as missing in action in 

Southeast Asia, the Reagan administration is 
neglecting another very important issue. 

That Is the issue of the "re-education" pris­
oners, people detained in Vietnam because of 
their political beliefs and fonner association 
with the U.S. They number approximately 

By Roger P. Winter 



,".'1 UNITED STATES 
.:~~:- COrvtMITIEE 
.::.'...~. FOR REFUGEES 

I
' :at:~ 815 Fifteenth Stree, :-;W, ;ui« 610 
~~'t W.,h,ngton, DC 20005 

(202)667·0'182 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear ~r. President: 

July 23, 1984 

There are men and women in prison in Vietnam because they are identified with 
the United States role in that country prior to 1975. In many cases these 
political prisoners have been incarcerated for over nine years, yet the 
government you head has done little to obtain their release. Our nation's 
li~ited initiatives on their behalf have been indecisive and shallow. We hope 
yau will i~terve~c and precipitate a breakthrough in this tragedy. 

For two years representatives of the government of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietn.m h.ve publically indicated they would release persons in reeducation 
camps in Vietnam if the United States would take them. It is estimated that 
the nuober icvolved who would be "of interest" to the United States is about 
, .,JOe. Recent discussions 'o/ith Vietnamese authorities by knowledgeable 
_~2:-i.:ans yield the jud5e:ment that the Vietnamese offe.r is real. 

~e L:ge !eu to brea~ through the impotence that has characterized U.S. 
ac:ions on thls ~etter. ~ithin the ~ext two weeks your ~-~inistration will be 
consulting with the Congress to determine the number of reIuge"s to be admitted 
to the United States in FY 1985. We believe that the Administration proposal to 
the Congress should include a dedicated set of admissions numbers, over and 
above those provided in connection with existing refugee admissions efforts, to 
de~onstr3te a~: res01ve to rescue these particular persons. It seems clear that 
c~e CJ~gr~5s ~ould support such a proposal. 

~r. ?r2j~~~~~, it a13' S2E~5 clear chat ~i:hout your i~terve~ciJ~ me~ a~d 
~~=~.~ ~~o ~2=~ "~ich ~s·' in Viet~am ~ill soo~ reach their renth anniversary i~ 
J:-~SC;~.. ''';2 '~:-ge :;.')'..1 to kee? f3ith ..... ith them :1'JI.J and t·:] !:).Qve u:-:.a::;ji§;u,ol..:.s:'y to 

Q~:j~~ t~2i= =~le~5e. 

RP'': / 31 

Roger P. '.iinter 
Director 

CSCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service 



UNITED STATES 
COMMI1TEE 
FOR REFUGEES 
815 Fifteenth Street NW, Suite 610 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202)667·0782 

Informing tht publi, sin" 1958 

Khuc Minh Tho, President 

December 8, 1987 

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 
Box 5435 
Arlington, Virginia 22205-0635 

Dear Mrs. Khuc: 

For some time, we have worked closely together to achieve a single 
goal--freedom for all Vietnamese political prisoners. 

An example of my office's continuing commitment to that end is the enclosed 
article that went to over 100 newspapers nationwide recently. AS it has 
several times before, the United States committee for Refugees(USCR) raised 
the wrongful incarceration of Vietnamese political prisoners and the need to 
make their plight a major point of discussion between Hanoi and Washington. 

USCR plans to re-raise this issue again and again until the terrible ordeal of 
the imprisoned ends. However, in order to do that as effectively as possible, 
it must ask your organization for help. 

For the first time--and because it is absolutely necessary financiallY--USCR 
seeks sponsors for the next World Refugee Survey, the publication that is 
central to our public information program. 

Why is the Survey important? First of all, because it tells the truth. Unlike 
politically motivated government reports, it is the only annual publication on 
global refugee conditions which is privately produced and addresses refugee 
issues strictly out of concern for human suffering. 

Secondly, the Survey reaches the powerful and the influential. It lands on the 
desks of Congressmen, government leaders, journalists, and researchers. Also, 
it is used by libraries frequented by university students, the next generation 
of leaders who will shape policies and public attitudes toward refugees. 

coverage of Vietnamese refugees, including political prisoners, has been a 
regular part of the Survey for several years. It will be again, and this 
effort to provide information and advocacy respresents a significant portion 
of the resources and time USCR has devoted to refugees from Vietnam for over a 
decade. 

In order to become Survey sponsors, concerned and active organizations such as 
yours are being asked to make a $1,000 contribution to USCR. In recognition of 
their generosity, sponsors will be prominently listed the next Survey and they 
will receive 100 free copies each. 

won't the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association please help? 

USCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service 



So far, our ~ponsorship appeal has been encouraging. For example, United Cambodian Community of Long Beach, California has decided to contribute, and it will be listed as one of the groups that understands the importance of the Survey. Others which have shown interest in being sponsors are the U.S. Catholic Conference, the presbyterian Church USA, and the American Baptist Church. 

Still, I urgently request the support of your organization in making the next World Refugee Survey as effective as possible for your loved ones as well as for all refugees. Please indicate the association's interest in becoming a sponsor by December 31, 1987. That will ensure that its name will appear next to others' in the next Survey which will be published in February 1988. 

please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions--and thank you very much, Mrs. Khuc. I wish you and all association members Happy Holidays. It is my fervent wish that the new year brings freedom at last for all the incarcerated in vietnam. 

Sincerely yours, 

~.YV ?tJ;~6L:-
Roger P. Winter 
Director 
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Presentation of Roger Winter 

Director, U. S. COl1\J:'i ttee for Refugees 

June 11, 1984 

u 
I" 

Mr. Ar.,bassador, I a;' Hoger Winter. Director of the U.S. Corre-,ittee for Ref-

usees. the public infor::.ation ar::-. of the American Council for Nationalities 

Service. Your willingness to consider my Co!c:':ents this mornin; is ap-

?:-E'~iated. I have chosen to li:.,it r::y CO;t.ments today to three subjects: pub-

Lc a ~itudes regardi:-:<j retugee ad::-.issions; p-olitical prisoners in Vietna.::-; 

a~~ t~e C':-~~rly nep~rture Progra-. 

Pub] ic At t i tude? regard log RefL:gee ~,j~.i55ions 

dr,,: Moe":r (O--'·,n) I a:-:d useR releas::-d the re-sults of :! pr::fE'5sior.al 

: '-

:-.i::::S:~i,~ within the- .A...-e~i.ca.'1 public as so:'e have allE'ge':::, In tact. no~-

wlt~standir.s ~id~s~red~ confusi=n on the issues, the:-e is statistical evide~ce 

to indicate the public re:":".ains supportive of retugee 

I,: \ ~ 
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admissions. When citizens were asked to make judgments on ad",itting ten par-

ticular types of immigrants and refugees. in each case. a majority indicated 

it would opt to admit the person. The survey also shOlo's the public is con-

fused on who retugees are. in what relative nwnbers they are adc:itted. and 

where they come frOle,. Over half of all respondents did not know the dH-

ference bet'ween refugees and other migrants; 50 percent believe Mexico is a 

major Source of refugee adr::issions to the U.S. The survey alsc showed that 

the more dccurate kno'~'ledge the public has on refugee issues. the more sup­

p:)rtive the public is of a generous ad17.issions policy; and that for most 

Fcceroca:C5. refugee adrrissions policy is only of low to moderate 1Jr.portance. 

In such a situation. positive leade,ship from government leaders can help 

fas~ior; r.a~i:>nal support, even consensus. on maintaining a generous admissions 

policy, thereby influencing hOlo' the IoIOrld-at-large reacts to refugees' needs 

for p;c:Ection and long-ter~ solutions. 

\i~ urgE you to take leadership in broad efforts to inform the public 

C:>::-'".'~ refJ..;eps and to interpret to the public u.s. interests in finding dUf-

.3t,~t> S::~""::~0~5 for :-tfJg:et's. (~, fuller exp:anation of the results of the sur-

'.-':::, 3t: -:---,ed). 

:-:-,ove [o.:-· ... -a[o tc res-:-l\)<;; a:1 refugee situations ';o/Qrld(,...'ide sii:"~ ... Jlta;leoLJsly or 

'..-ith equal intensity. 'vie believe. h()'.o.'ever. there are much-needed. do-able 

initiati'..:e5 to r.e_solve so~e long-standing refugee issues that Pres:"dent Reagan 

· ... "uld support -- and so would the public. In SOutheast Asia. these include 

dra'rat ically incproved ant i-piracy efforts; a breakthrough 1n the release and 

resettl"ccent of pol1tical prisoners in Vietna;:-: ar.d a meaningful reduction in 



-3-

first asylurr. camp populations. 

Our survey demonstrates the public will taxe pride 1n your ac­

complishments if your tenure includes resolving these issues. 

Political Prisoners in Vietnam 

Nine years after the fall of Saigon. many Vietnamese nationals who were 

"our people" continue to serve t:"e. in so-called reeducation camps in Viet­

naco. There have bee,,' a variety 0: offers by Hanoi officials that these pris­

oners will be released if the U.S. and other countries will take theco tor re­

settle;;oent. The U.S. has publicly indicated a .. lllingness to resettle those 

prisoners "of interest to us.' but has set forth certain preconditions to err.-

barking on a pro9r3.:~. ('rankly. I think the preconditions enunciated by the 

U.S. art' no':. LL'lreasonable and are consistent tNith u.s. law. 

HO' ... ever. it appears to us that Ha"ol. which has much experience with the 

U.S. as a result of the Orderly Departure Prograo::. also understands that. 

ult:'-,a~l:'ly, · ... ·e will flee-d to have access to and to prescreen those to be re-

Tie beiie\'e a ::e·.· .. initiative by t~e U.S. is nee·jed to put Ha:-.:'~·s offer to 

the te~t and perhaps achieve a long overdue breakthrough. 

We. therefore. encourage the Administration to include in its FY 1985 ad­

rr.issions proposal to the Congress a block of 10.000 nUY.bers to be available 

exclusively for political prisoners of interest to the U.S. who are released 
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from reeducation camps and their families. They should not be limited to flY 

1985. but rat.~er remain available until used. Finally, they should be in ad-

dit10n to nwr.bers available for off-take trom first asylum countries and the 

current COP progr~. 

It is our belief that such a proposal loIOuld be supported by the Congress 

and, thus, be a strong signal to Hanoi about our intentions on this matter. 

If Hanoi then chooses not to respond, our government will at least have taken 

a stong positive step on this !r.atter, which, we believe, it has not done to 

da':. e. If Halloi responds posit ively, a broader internat ional program of re-

settlment could then be initiated. 

The Orderly Departure Program 

All those fa.~.iliar <oith refugee issues in Southeast Asia knO<-' the sen-

sitil.'ity of first asylu:n nations there to our off-take . from their refugee 

ca~?s. The c;ro<-'th of ODP is, to some degree, seen by them as a threat to fu-

t~:e off-take by the U.S. The proposal the Ad ..... inistration is conSidering to 

~.:-ibu:ion to LT.F:--C\/i;:g protec":.ion and treatment and elirr.inating long stays 1n 

Cd:CP for refugees in Southeast Asia, it is L'!lportant that the ODP r.u.Tbers be 

in addition to the 50.000 nu:cbers needed for first-asylur.: off-take in that 

region. 

I 
I 

~ 
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By modestly increasing our FY 1985 ceilings. as we herein suggest. it ap­

pears the U. S. can restore a sense of progress towards resolving the Indo­

chinese refugee tragedy. rather than simply treading water. 
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"." UNITED STAI £5 
_'''''- CO~A"1I.~ .___ IVU,YU.I. .I. LL 

·I:."~- FOR RERIGEES 

~~
"', 815 Fifteen./> Suee. N~', SUlle 610 

~' ... ltington. DC 20005 

(202) 667,078Z.-, 

Paul Wolfowitz 
Assistant Secretary of State 

Deoa..r<::cent of State­
wa5l-.ington, D"C~ 20515 

r:e= Mt"" Secretary; 

r" ---

" 

JUly 3. 198'4-

I a::: 'Nri tL'1q '=0 brin<;; to your att.entio:: a rece.'1t. article of =s regar-=,i.;1~ 

cc2.itiC3.:!. ori5-':);-';e=s in Vie-:.."1a'l':. The a-rticle. t...as ca--ried in a n~:ter of pape=s­

~:r,","1':: the" co\'m~:ry under different titles. ~e t'wo I have enclosed arc fr= c..":", 

!.cs .;.-:=~:es Ti.."':'"€5 a.-.c Ne,..'s.::..ay. 

C':': J:..:...,;e 11 '".;e eneot.:.=ag.eC the aC.:_t'...ist..:"~:.2.on {s":..at.:.-e.-.~ e..r::::l.oseC} to ?=C'\-~::.= 

a s-;ec:::.:: :':o::..~ of refuge-: a~~ssia.l.s mr:::.s..:- for :£ 1985 e.xcl'.:.s::,,'cly :or 

re':'aa~ reec::u;:::a~on ca.",:,? p:iso!1<O-rs and t..~=i= fa.'"tilies. We ~..a\:e ~..J1 0: u1;,e 

oc:--...:..c~ ::.at. the Vietr.ar.-ese ?-±>lic off:r ~ release priso. .... e.rs of int.ar~t to t:.c; 

'';,5, :-.as not ad~..:.a:ely l:ee.'1 res;onded to by the C.S. 

:-:. :3 ~..:= =-=::.e: t.1-.2t ;:'r::'\r:'si·:r: 0= a S'f=€'C:.:ic :'!.cx:.< of r:':be.:' ~ ,~2.i...--:~:.2S 

.:..... '::J'~ ~-''':'''-.= 11 S72~t ..... -:.:1 ei-:'::e.r res~': ~; t...'-:e ir~tia~o:1 c:: x:-e 

c=-;~-:":"=-=-:! re:'ea32 '~f ?risoners for rese~tl'='.E.;.t or s.~. up the baj £a:.~~ of t.":= 

\'~:-:"'-~-:--=5e of=ez. =:ither E!"-:e.~t would help clarit-,i the cu...""re.."'lt ~bi.~..lous s:~::u.a-:''::J!'1, 

a2. ::-,:;-~;:-, ~':':)'.:sl:: we ....:J'-llC hope for release. 

C~:=l"' yo'.:.. a.=e ir. a key ?=,s:.tion to rcsoh'e the c:urre:-,~ si':llltior:, It 

3~-"; :: '''':'$ :..:.-_,;.~ :"5 o::.e :::;f ~~se r;~~e-e s::~-J.a~o!"'..s t,.:'e Pres:'-::e:':t ·...oLe s..:;,;.c~ 

.' - - ~:::3--=---:'~ ..... :,:::. ~-. 3::::2C...:.=:.e de-=.:s.:..::-. ;:ac"':':-;-2 oy ':...:e =-=::a-:. _,€,..-.:: -'-

~er P. Wir.ter 

Director 

L:SCR I, ~ oro"flm of th~ American Council for Nationaliti~s Service 
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• :.:~:- CONUvUTl cE 
.::.,~- FOR REFUGEES 

1':4~iI' 815 Flite.nth Stroot :-J'X. '",Ie 610 
-\ \ W""htngtOn. DC 20005 

(202) 667-0~82 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear !1r. President: 

July 23, 1984 

There are men and women in prison in Vietnam because they are identified with 
the United States role in that country prior to 1975. In many cases these 
political prisoners have been inca~cerated for over nine years, yet the 
govern~e~t you head has done little to obtain their release. Our nation's 
limited i~itiatives on their behalf have bee~ indecisive and shallow. We hope 
you ~ill i~~e~ve-:~ and precipitate a breakthrough in this tragedy. 

For two years representatives of the governmer.t of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam have publically indicated they would release persons in reeducation 
camps in Vietnam if the United States would take them. It is estimated that 
the number i~'Jolved who would be "of interest" to the United States is about 
9.000. Recent discussions with Vietnamese authorities by knowledgeable 
A~!ericans yield the judgement that the Vietnamese offer is real. 

~e ~7ge !C~ :0 b:ea~ th:oug~ the i=?otence that has c~aracte~~zed C.S. 
actions 0::' :~i5 ~e=ter. loiithi:1 the :;ext two weeks YoL:.r r. -~in.istration -.;ill be 
consulting with the Congress to detercine the nu~ber of rEi~ge~s to be ad~itted 
to the United States in FY 1985. We believe that the Administration proposal to 
the Congress should include a dedicated set of admissions numbers, over and 
above those provided in connection with existing refugee admissions efforts, to 
de~onstrate o~r resolve to rescue these particular personsa It seems clear that 
the Congress ~ould support such a proposal. 

~r. ?resi~en:. it a~so see=; clear that without your intervention men and 
~o=e~ who ~e=~ --~ith us" in Vietnam ~ill soon reach their tenth anniversary in 
pr:'son. \,.;e U:-6e :;ou to kef? faith with thee no ..... and to Clove u:1a::~iguous2..y to 
ob~a:n t~eir release. 

RPW!gl 

Sincerely, ct::J 
~rPm 

Roger P. Winter 
Director 

lJSCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service 



LTnited Sta,,:, Depar:ment of State 

.·t~"i.,;,:r.n! S>'crrtan" 1)( ..;.,,,,.;> 

lor Easl .4s:an and Pa,~ .. ;'~,· -I'r."o· . Jj ; rs 

Washinglon. D.C. 20520 

August 22, 1984 
Dear ~r. Winter: 

Thank you for your letter of July 3. I have read it and 
the en:losures with interest, and I have discussed the issues 
inv~lved with colleagues in the Bureau for Refugee Pr~gra~s. 
This also responds to your letter to the President of Julv 23 
whi=h ~as referred to the Department of State for reply. - , 

As I believe you are a~are, we have repeatedly ~3je clea~ 
to Vie~na~, both directly and th=ough the USH~R, tha~ ~he 

U~ited States is preparej to receive past and prese~t 
p~li~i=al pri~oners froffi Vietnanese prison ca~ps -- s~-=~!lej 
'!~e-ed~=ation canps thro~gh the U~:H:R's Orderly De?art~=~ 

::1.:!eed, at 'the TJ~iHC?;-sp:)nsored :neeting on the Or:1e:-ll 
Je?arture Pr~gram in 3e:leva in October 1983, the Unite~ S~a~es 
r2~:ese~:ative subnitted to the Vietna~ese Vi=e Forei3~ 
~~~~3~er a list of alnost 2,OJO special humanitari~n =ases, 
~~2:~ji~~ na~es of political p=is~ners and t~eir fa~~!ies, ~~~ 

;:e::..;.~::s:e'j tr.eir im:--:ejia:e rele2.sew On o~r behalf, t:-,e 
:~:2~~2:ional Con~ittee of the Red Cross has as~ed ~a~y ti~es 
f2~ a lOis: of the prisoners the Vietna~ese hold and are 
:':~~~~e~ to r'elease, so far without s~ccess. Since ~e t~=~e~ 
~~ 2~= l:st, we h3ve re?ea~ejly ~rgej t~e Vi~tna~ese to ~e;i~ 
:~:~~3r~~ ?risc~ers a~~ ~e ~ave receivei nO response :0 :~at 
.... ~ " ":~ s:. . 

-.~ ~~~::a~23e ar~ ~_:li 3~~:e ~~ ~J= ~i~1~~g~~s5 --
-' '-. :.~"~-~ I J:J.r ea92rL-=3S -- ::; 2X;:3.:-,.:i ::~-= 'J:j2~':'} Je;;.:::.r: -..:::-~ 
:::'- ~-:::::'.- :~ a::c~~.:--':)-:'3.:.e :'-:237: ':e-ej_c3.:i-:J:-i. ::.:l_.~~" ;'::':;-:-:-?:3. 

"~ ~re 2~ntinc_~'3 :0 eX;:2:e \~~iS ~f fe:s~3~:~- ~~s '."_~~~a~e3~ 

~-..::·~:::i:i~s to c~Q?~=a:e ~i:~ ~he 1~~er~,}ti:~3l =c~-~~:~:' ~~ 

~~~:~g prisoners anj t~eir fa~~lies available f0[ re5~:~:e~e-.:. 

Des?i:e yo~r exp=essed ~elief in the si~=erity of ViB~~a~esE 
o::ers to release political prisoners, your letter r19~~iy 
a=~~owledges doubt about the good fa:th of their offers. 
H~~ever, I share your view that we shculd continue to ~ake 
every effort to explore the possibility that the cffer is 
genuine, and ideas such as yours are being given careful 
consideration as we develop our FY 85 refugee admission 

Mr. Roger P. Winter, Director, 
United States :c~mi:tee for Refugees, 

815 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Suite 610, 
Was~i~gton, D. c. 
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proposals. If the Vietnamese authorities woQld demonstrate a 
willingness to meet our reasonable procedural needs. we are 
confident that the Congress will readily authorize as many 
ad~ission numbers as we need. 

I personally feel that there is almost no one more deserv­
ing of admission to the United States as a refugee than the 
people who are suffering in prison because of their past asso­
cia:ion with us. Securing the release of these political pri­
so~e:s is one o~ the foremost goals of the U.S. refugee pro­
gra~. It is for this reason that we appreciate your interest 
a~d S~?F~yt in persua~ing the Vietnamese to begin freei~g 
th~se w~~ wc~ld be eligible for resettlement in the Unite~ 
5:'::::<2.5. 

~~ a:s~ con~in~e to hope tta~ the Viet~a~ese authorities 
~~!~ a~!o~ t~e Inte~~atio~al C~~~~t~ee of the Red Cross access 

This a~cess WOJld ~ot 
~E=e=:ai~ thei= to~al nur:~~: a~d ide~titYI ~~t also, o! 

E~~~~ :-?~:~a~ce, cc~ld hopef~:ly lea~ to t~e Vietna~ese 
i2~:C;·:~~ the deplora~:e conditic~s in these prisons . 
. ~.it.:-, ...:':::~ .... 'e have not ~ade Red Cross inspection of the prisons 
a ?re-ccno:tion for our resettling political prisoners. we 
=~~::n~~ ~c b~lie~2 that it is a hu~ane and important first 

J 
l 
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UNITED STATES 
COMMITTEE 
FOR REFUGEES 
815 Fifteenth Street NW, Suite 610 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 667-0782 

Informing the public since 1958 

Khuc Minh Tho, President 

December 8, 1987 

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 
Box 5435 
Arlington, Virginia 22205-0635 

Dear Mrs. Khuc: 

For some time, we have worked closely together to achieve a single 
goal--freedom for all Vietnamese political prisoners. 

An example of my office's continuing commitment to that end is the enclosed 
article that went to over 100 newspapers nationwide recently. As it has 
several times before, the united States Committee for Refugees(USCR) raised 
the wrongful incarceration of Vietnamese political prisoners and the need to 
make their plight a major point of discussion between Hanoi and Washington. 

USCR plans to re-raise this issue again and again until the terrible ordeal of 
the imprisoned ends. However, in order to do that as effectively as possible, 
it must ask your organization for help. 

For the first time--and because it is absolutely necessary financially--USCR 
seeks sponsors for the next World Refugee Survey, the publication that is 
central to our public information program. 

Why is the Survey important? First of all, because it tells the truth. Unlike 
politically motivated government reports, it is the only annual publication on 
global refugee conditions which is privately produced and addresses refugee 
issues strictly out of concern for human suffering. 

Secondly, the Survey reaches the powerful and the influential. It lands on the 
desks of Congressmen, government leaders, journalists, and researchers. Also, 
it is used by libraries frequented by university students, the next generation 
of leaders who will shape policies and public attitudes toward refugees. 

Coverage of Vietnamese refugees, including political prisoners, has been a 
regular part of the Survey for several years. It will be again, and this 
effort to provide information and advocacy respresents a significant portion 
of the resources and time USCR has devoted to refugees from Vietnam for over a 
decade. 

In order to become Survey sponsors, concerned and active organizations such as 
yours are being asked to make a $1,000 contribution to USCR. In recognition of 
their generosity, sponsors will be prominently listed the next Survey and they 
will receive 100 free copies each. 

Won't the Families of Vietnamese Political prisoners Association please help? 

USCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service 



So far, our sponsorship appeal has been encouraging. For example, united 
Cambodian Community of Long Beach, california has decided to contribute, and 
it will be listed as one of the groups that understands the importance of the 
Survey. Others which have shown interest in being sponsors are the u.S. 
Catholic Conference, the Presbyterian Church USA, and the American Baptist 
Church. 

Still, I urgently request the support of your organization in making the next 
World Refugee Survey as effective as possible for your loved ones as well as 
for all refugees. Please indicate the association's interest in becoming a 
sponsor by December 31, 1987. That will ensure that its name will appear next 
to others' in the next ~urvey which will be published in February 1988. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions--and thank you 
very much, Mrs. Khuc. I wish you and all association members Happy Holidays. 
It is my fervent wish that the new year brings freedom at last for all the 
incarcerated in Vietnam. 

Sincerely yours, 

7~?tJ;-?~ 
Roger P. Winter 
Director 
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l!nited States DE'par:~nent of State 

-l5"~:.':(:r7! So"cr('tnry , .. r ~f'.:!~ 
for East ASIan and PQ!-;ji-c .4.j}~j;·r5 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

August 22, 1984 
Dea:: '!r. Winter: 

Thank you for your letter of July 3. I have read it and 
the en:losures with interest, and I have discussed the issues 
inv~lved with colleagues in the Bureau for Refugee Progra~s. 
This also respo~ds to your letter to the President of July 23, 
~hi=h ~as referred to the Department of State for reply. 

As I believe you are a~are, we have repeatedly ~3je clear 
t:J \'ie~na::l, both directly a!1d th=ough the UNH2R, that -::ne 
C~ite~ S~ates is preparej t~ receive past and prese~t 
p~li~i~a~ pri~oners from Vietna~ese prison ca~ps -- s~-~~!le~ 
"~e-e~~=3~ion =~DPS" -- thr~ugh the U~HCRIS Orderly De?art_=~ 

:~~eej, at "the U~iHC~-sp~nsored meeting on the Or1e=ly 
:e?art~re Pr0gram in 3e:19va in October 1983, the United S~a~es 
r~~:~s~~~a~ive sub~ittej to the Vietna~ese Vice Forei3~ 
~~~_3~ar 3 list of alccst 2,OJO spe=i~l humani~arian cases, 
~_~=:~i~~; ~a~es of ?clit~cal prisoners and their faD~l~es, ~~~ 

=e-::..::?s:e-:1 thai!' iT:l:':',,=jia':.e rele3se. On o~r behalf, t"he 
:~:~!'~2=~Qnal COD~ittee of the Red Cross has as~ed ~a~y ':.i~es 

f:~ 3 lOis: of the pri50~e!,s the Vietna~ese hold and a=e 
~-=-'?:-~:-2~ to release, so far without S'J.ccess. Since we :"...:.rr:.e::: 
~~ ~_: 1~5t, we ~ave repea~ejly ur3ej the Vietna~ese ~~ ~e;~~ 
:~:~~s:~~ ?risc~ers a~~ ~e ~ave receiv2~ no response ~~ ~~at 

-~ ~~~t1a~2S2 3~e ~_:l! 3~3:~ =£ ~~: ~illi~~~e55 --

--~ '~~r ea;e!"n~3s -- :~ 2X;3:~j :~~ J=~~:-ly J2?~r:~=: 

~,..,--,~.-- ,-,." " ,_." ~ '-': 

~~~.~g ?=isoners ac~ t~e~r ~a~~lies availa~:2 t·]r res~:~:e~e:::. 

2es?i~e yo~r exp:essed ~elief in the si~2erity of Vie~~a~eSE 
o~~ers to release political prisoners, your letter rig~t:y 
ac~~owledges doubt about the good fa~th of their offers. 
H~~ever, I share your view that we shculd :ontinue to ~ake 
every effort to explore the possibility that the cffer is 
genui!1e, and ideas such as jours are being given caref~l 
:onsideration as we develop our FY 85 refugee admission 

Mr. Roge= P. Winter, Director, 
Un~ted States :c~~i~tee for Retugees, 

315 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Suite 610, 
Was~i~gton, D. c. 
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proposals. If the Vietnamese authorities woQld demonstrate a 

willingness to meet our reasonable procedural needs. we are 

confident that the Congress will readily authorize as many 

ad~ission numbers as we need. 

I personally feel that there is almost no one more deserv­

ing of admission to the United States as a refugee than the 

people who are suffering in priso~ because of their past asso­

cia~ion with us. Securing the release of these political pri­

soners is one of the foremost goals of the U.S. refugee pro­

gra!r.. It is for this reason that we appreciate your interest 

and support in persuading the Vietnamese to begin freeing 

those w~o would be eligible for resettlement in the United 

Sta.:'es. 

We alse continue to hope that the Vietnaillese authorities 

will allow the International Comillittee of the Red Cross access 

to t~e "re-ed~cation camp'l pr:so~ers. This access would not 

e~:y asoer~ain their total nu~ber and identity. but also. of 

e~~a: :~?o=tance. COJld hopefully lea~ to the Vietna~ese 

i~?:~~:ng the deplora~!e conditions in these prisons. 

Alt~ cg~ we have not made Red Cross inspection of the prisons 

a pre-oe~~:tion for our resettling political prisoners. we 

::::::o::;oL>: ~c ::Oe1ie· .. e that it is a hu;nane and important first 

s:e? ~c a re~~larized prog=arn. 

.. . 
1 

I 



".,,' UNITED STATES 
." "~ CO .. ..nI. AT"1'-r'I::"I ,._._ lVUVUI. I. LL 

·,f.'..l.- FOR REFUCEES 

~*. 815 Fiheenth 5uo-ot N\I', Suite 61() 
\l' .. hington. DC 2000S 

(202) 667,078Z,. 

Paul "nTolf~tz 
Assista!'1t Secretary of State 
~t of State­
WaSr.ir,s;1:on, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr'. Secretary: 

)r-.... ~ ... "--; __ 

" 

I a::: 'Nriti."1g ~ brine; to you:r.: att.entio;: a rece.nt. art.icle of o=s regar~'1~ 
oc2.i :.i~.! cri5':)::":e=s in Vie-:..-,are. 'I1ie a-yticle. w"aS C2.--ried in at !"l1..lIi'!::Er of pa=e=~ 
~:r-.:...,-= ti1e' CO..lZltry under different titles. :'he t"MJ I have enclosed are f~ t.':", 
!...cs .~~=e:es T~-:-ES a..-..d ~·~v. 

C":"': J: .. :.'-;e 11 '.¥e a~c:ot:=agea the aC .. : .. z"'..lst=a:...ian (s~'C.~-:t er;c;2.cseC) tc :i=s\":::~ 
a s~:.::.:: ~':'c;c.<" 0: re::-l..!ge-: ad::'"~ssic.-.s !1'X~ for :1" 1985 e.xcl"...:..s:.· .. ·e:ly :::r 
re':"=asa= !:'~..lc:a.': . .:..on ca~ p=isone::-s and t..';,ei= fa."':Ulies. We have ~.Jl 0: t..::'e 
cc.:_-...:..::r: :.,.'-.:!t t.."1e Viet...-:.ar:-ese ~lic offer -:.0 release ?risc-.=rs of in't==~t to t: .. ~ 
'':,3, ~.3.S Coot adec:..:a :ely bee, responded to ~' the t:. S. 

::. :..~ ~ :::-e:':'-2: t.:.-..at ;':~'Ov:'si'~ of a S?=Cific olsc.~ 'Jf r:..=:::e:- ~ c:e:..:...-.a::.:.2C. 
~~ ; . .:....-.~ 11 s~:...=r.e::r:. t,..~:.l. ei~:e.r res...:...:.~ ~: t-~e lr.i.tia':.ion c= ~=e 

c=-;2...-....:..;:-2'~ re:e:a.32 ':;;f pr~50r:e.rs for resettlere.:.t or s..u.: '~ t.he =ad fa..: ~~ of t::2 
V:=~-.2..~-=.3E of=e::. :::ither e':e....,t ¥.OUld help clariri' the curre..'1t a:7"big'.1ous Sl":".:.3'-:..:.~n, 
~ :,:-,:o'~;~, ~-:'::)'..:sl:i -Ne 'oU..llC ho-;:e for release_ 

0::-=.=..=1::- yo-.,;. a=e- i.r. a key ?=,s:'tion to resol\ye t.."'l.e curre:-.~ sitt.:1tior:. It 
:_- ''';'$ ~:.._~= 1.= O.""":~ :;.: t..~se =e:--u~e€ s:. ":-..:.a'":ior..s ~~e Pres::3~:,,: ~...cL-:: S..l;·;:.c::-: 

Feger P. Winter 
Directo::-

__ .:: _.::..:: _-::c. 

L:SC~ IS } oro"rJm 'Jf the American Council for Nationalities Service 
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.:.l~:- COMMITTEE 
.::.~~. FOR REFUGEES 

I
' .III 815 Fifteenth Sltee< ~~. Su,," 61u 
24~~ W..,hmgton. DC 20005 

(202) 667.0 7 82 

President Ronald Reagan 
The Whi te House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear ~r. President: 

July 23, 1984 

There are men and women in prison in Vietnam because they are identified with 
the United States role in that country prior to 1975. In many cases these 
political prisoners have been incarcerated fer over nine years, yet the 
govermoent you head has done little to obtain their release. Our nation's 
li~ited i~itiatives on their behalf have bee~ indecisive and shallow. We hope 
you ~ill i~:erve-:~ and preci?itate a breakthrough in this tragedy. 

For two years representatives of the government of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam have publically indicated they would release persons in reeducation 
camps in Vietnam if the United States would take them. It is estimated that 
the number i~volved who would be "of interest" to the United States is about 
9,000. Recent discussions with Vietnamese authorities by knowledgeable 
Americans yield the judgement that the Vietnamese offer is real. 

~e L7g2 jCL :~ b~ea~ thra~gh the i~?otence that has c~a~acterized ~.S. 

actions .:):1 this :JettEr. wi[hi:1 the ::.ext t'Wo '..;eeks your r.-:;i!"..istration .... 111 be 
co~sultin5 with the Congress to dete~ine the nu~ber of rEiug~es to be ad~itted 
to the United States in FY 1985. We believe that the Administration proposal to 
the Congress should include a dedicated set of admissions numbers, over and 
above those ?rovided in connection with existing refugee admissions efforts, to 
de~onstrate o~r resolve to rescue these particular persons. It seems clear that 
the Congress ~ould support such a proposal. 

~r. ?res~~e~t, it a!sQ see~s clear that without your intervention men and 
~o=e~ ~ho ~e~~ "~i[h us" in Vietna~ ~ill soon reach their tenth anniversary i~ 
prison. ~e urge you to keep faith with them now and to move una~biguously to 
ob:a:n their relea3e. 

RPW/gi 

Sincerely, ~ 

4rP0 
Reger P. Winter 
Director 

uSCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service 
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United States Depar::nent of Slate 

W'ash;nglon. D. C. 20520 

Dear ~r. Winter: 
August 22, 1984 

Thank you for your letter of July 3. I have read it and 

the en=losures with interest, and I have discussed the issues 

i~v~lved with colleagues in the 9ureau for Refugee Pr~gra~s. 

This also responds to your letter to the President of July 23. 

~~i=h ~as referred to the Jepartment of State for reply. 

As I believe you are a~~re, we have repeatedly ~~je clea~ 

t·::> \'ie:~a::1, both directly a~d ch=ough the UNH:R, that ~he 

C~i~e! S~ates is prepare~ t~ receive past and present 

p:Jl:':i~a!. priso:;ers =ror:: V:et:1a~ese prison ca:1ps -- s~-==lle'':: 

":-e-e::!,,:c3.':io:1 ca.:J.ps" -- ':hr:)',.;.gh the U:;HCR' 5 Orderly De?art'_=-= 

?~-2:-::3..-. 

:~je~j, at the C~HC~-s?~nsorad ~eeting on the Or~erl! 

:e?ar~ure ?r~;ram i~ 3e:~eva in October 1983, the United S':a:es 

=2~:~s~~~a:ive sub~i:tei to :he Vietna~ese Vi=e Forei3~ 

~~~_3~er a list of al~c5~ 2,O~O special hurnani~a=ian case5, 

~,~::~~~~; na~es of ?cli~~=al ?=is~ne=s and t~eir fa~il~2s, a~~ 

r2::._>~s~e'': tr;eir i;n~=jia:e rele':3e. On our behalf, t:-l9 

:~:~~~a:~onal ~on~it~ee ~f the Red Cross has as~ed ~a~y tl~e5 

f=~ 3 lis: of the priscne~s the Vietna~ese held and a=e 

:·:~:·~:e~ to release, so far without s~ccess. Since ~e t~rne1 

~~ ~_r l:st, we h~ve re;ea~ejly ur3ej :h~ Vi~tna~e3e t~ ~e;i~ 

:~:~~5:~? ?risc~~rs a~~ ~~ ~av~ rece
ive~ no res?onse ~~ :hat 

, - - -.. ? ',: , 

"7.. -::. __ .~ ::~:.':.~n'-.::':-:j :'-:: ex;:::::: ';'::':':'5 :J: ~:2::="':2·~:.-:~ '::-:~ ',"_-::-:::s-:-===-

:....: -: '- -::: i :::. es to :: -J,-:·~'?=a: -= -"f:' :.~-. : ':-,a i:.l. ': -3:: :"'1:::':' i : -. .J. ~ '::C:-:-.:-, ...::-,:. -:.~: 1:"'. 

-:~\:.~~ prisoners a~i ~~~ir fa2ilies avalla~:e f:r res~:.':.:e~e 

Jes?ite your exp::esse1 ~elie~ i~ the si~=eri:y of Vie:-:a~ese 

o~~ers to release poli~ica: prisoners, your let~er rig~':.:y 

a=~~ow!edges doubt abo~t the geod faith of their offers. 

H~~eve=, I share yo~r vie~ that we shculd continue to ~akB 

e~ery effort to expl~re the possibility that the cffer is 

genuine, and ideas such as yours are being given caref~l 

cor.siJeration as we devel~p our F'Y 85 refugee admission 

:1r. Roger P. Winter. 'Jirect~r. 

United States :~~~~~te~ for Refugees, 

815 Fif':ee~':h Street, N.W., Suite 6:0, 

Was~i~gton, D. C. 
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proposals. If the Vietnamese authorities would demonstrate a 
willingness to meet our reasonable procedural needs, we are 
confident that the Congress will readily authorize as many 
ad~ission numbers as we need. 

I personally feel that there is almost no one more deserv­
ing of admission to the United States as a refugee than the 
people who are suffering in prisc~ because of their past asso­
cia~ion with us. Securing the release of these political pri­
soners is one of the foremost goals of the U.S. refugee pro­
gra~. It is for this reason tha~ we appreciate your interes~ 
and support in persuajing the Vietnamese to begin freeing 
these who wo~ld be eligible for resettlement in the United 
S~a':es. 

We also con~inue to hope tha~ the Vietnamese authorities 
will allow the Inter~ational Committee of the Red Cross access 
to t~~ "re-ed~cation ca~?" pr~so~ers. This access would not 
O~:··· as=er:ain their to~al nur:~s= and ide~tity, but also, of 
e~~al :~p=:tance, COJld hopef~:ly lea~ to t~e Vietna~ese 
i~~:~v:~9 ~he deplora~:e conditio~s in t~ese prisons. 
Alt~ c;~ we have not maje Red Cross inspection of the prisons 
a ?r=-cc~~:tion for our resettling political prisoners, we 
=:::-::::1'...:': :'c belie';~ that it is a h'...l~ane and important first 
s:e~ ~~ a re~~:arizec prog=a~. 
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~ongr£5s of tfie 'fBnittb ~tate~ 
~ou~t 01 ~tprtStntatibt~ 

Il!.uflfnlllDn.l!I.c:. • 20515 . 
August 10. 1984 

--...... 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The Whiee Rouse 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

De.r Mr. President: 

~, "u .... , 

Next year will mark the lOth anniversary of t~e fall of Sai;~n. 
Tragically, many Vietna~ese who were associated with the ~nited St5~. 
before 1975, to this day remain irr.prisoned by the Cc~,~.<.:nist Vie':~.a­
mese government in "Re-educa tion Ca,nps". We know, 0 f co'~rse, tl" . .l. t 
"Re-educatio'[lo Camps" is nothing more than a euphemism for prisr)ns. 
Conditions in these prisons have been compared to those in conce~tra 
tion camps. 

These political prisoners were people who worked for the United 
States' programs in Vietnam: computer programmers, drivers, lang'.lage 
teachers, officials of the former Republic of Vietnam, officers in 
the army, policemen, and Catholic, Buddhist and other clergy. These 
are peopl,e who were left behind in the evacuation w~en the war er.ded 
or who stayed behind to save their families. In soxe sense, for 
those Vietnamese who have spent the last nine years in cor-r-,unist 
prisons, the war has never ended. 

There have been a nUI:\ber of statements by Hanoi officials that 
these prisoners will be released if the U.S. will take them for re­
settlement. The latest such offer occurred in May, when the Vietna­
mese Prime Minister, Pharo Van Dong, told Newsweek that "we (Vietnam) 
are quite prepared to allow all of those left in the camps to leave 
tomorrow for the U.S.- His statement echoed one made in 1982 by 
SRV Foreign Minister Thach. There are an estimated 8-10,000 such 
persons left in the camps, who along with ~ertaln of their family 
members might be eligible for resettlement~. 

" 
We are wr i ting to ask you, as a fIrst .t.~. to ~e.!iI.t~. ~.'Sp~­

cial allocation of 10,000 ~efu.gee admi~sio--, ~r. for J:jtfi¥at~on 
prisOllers and the!r family me~r. dunng. ~el1~ r~_,.dnll,s­
sions consultation proct!ss for ~ 1985 hsea, ~r.: ::J .' .... :'1 

. '- ~'''''''~.'' ..r:-..• -

J ., 

r·" 
• ~:'. ".'-~ .;., v 

!- .!"". .~ . 
. ....... - ,:.~ ,;-"_ .. :;" .. 

t" '. - -<o'.~ .t-. 
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Z':-~.pr!l' ...... .;.:~""W pftie'o.ls told Con ...... ha. before .• , 
'. e Unite4 stat .. detenniri •• , that it viII take anyone, an internationa~ 

, organizatioa ~.t have acces. ~ SCreeQ the prisoners. Until now we 
have let this preconditioa stall' any consideration of the re-education 

,'. '* issue., I~ is ~ for ~dca to deze the initiative. 

;~V~~ Ji'~!~~~i.;f!~~~!:{}:!n;~~=~t~~~~;m,r: ~~:~~: ~~~~ ~ 
,~\ ~ the United "States', is genu~lY bt:e:cestea:!a ,freedOJll f" thes! pohU- , 
,-:!~ cal prisoner ..... must f~ rooiI fo~ ~. $111&11. clearly dehned groui!' 
,~t' ",hieb has. leCJit!mate clam to our.tteJit!orii:::- Y~~,creative leader-, . 
. ~~~ ship could lead. to seriouj' ugouat~oa....~:·i'~;:"'A:, ;.' 'i!'l"'~ , 
r ~."p . t. '. '. . -~ "". -"* . . ~ ... :. .;:.. -t;:1.r~. ~ 
~: :' . We ur9~ Y~Q to demon~te the ie~ e'r~t~'th~" i needed to ful­
.':;~.;., fill our moral obli9atio~ to those who put their trus. In US and to 

~ . '.; pay the debt that is ours. . .' ., 

Sincerely • 

• 

• 

"':' .. '.--. 

" 
I; .... ~.~ 
, . ..', \ .. 
~~;- \t. ( ... J-.. --':-f:-<~~.!.:=----:-/-----

. ,M.C~.·" M,C. 

Benja~in A. Gilman M.C. 

H.C. • .' 


