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PRESIDENT
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The Editor

The Washington Post
1150 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 30071

Dear Editor:

We, the families of the political prisoners still in
Vietnam's "reeducation camps', would like to thank you for vour lead
editorial in Wednesday 9/5 Washington Post "An American Obligation".
Your article calling attention to the fate of our husbands, fathers,
sons, who nearly 10 vears after the end of the war still languish in

so-called "

reeducation camps" is deeply appreciated. Those of us who
write to you today are more fortunate than many other prisoners' wives
whose husbands have died in captivity from work exhaustion, starvation,
untreated diseases, beatings and moral torture, loneliness, consuming

despair insanity and suicide,

Our husbands, sons, and fathers had served in the Republic
of Vietnam Armed Forces and Government until 1975. Nine years of
communist intensive and punitive brainwashing and reforms could not
cleanse their minds of the democratic ideals deemable by the Vietnam
communist government, which will not release them into their Marxist
society for fear they may contaminate other people and join the growing
opposition to the government. The Vietnam communist government has
detained them, may be,for life in those high death rate concentration

camps and exploited their labor until they die.

They believe that if our relatives had committed any crime
according te the communist regime, their time in prisom, nine years,
should be sufficient to satisfy the communist regime's desire for
payment. The Vietnam government should make good its claim of liniency

and release them.
e .o 2f
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Prison and reeducation camps inmates are people from all walks of

life, Western educated intellectuals, educators, writers and who are of
different religious such as Catholic, Buddhist, Cao~Dai and Hoa-Hao, priests,

members of the nationalist parties, and eﬁen those who are the dissidents of
the communists. Still, the largest group, and the one singled out for harshest.

punishment, is made up with officers and high,rankiﬁg officials of the férmer
South Vietnam regime before 1975.

The Vietnamese goﬁernment labels our POW relatives "criminals". Their
only "crimes" were service in the South Vietnamese armed forces who fought to
defend democracy in South Vietnam with the collaboration and assistance from
the U.S. Our husbands, sons have staked their liﬁes and liberties with the
American presence. In April 1975, they remained and fought to the last moment:
with their troops instead of running away and leaving Vietnam as deserters. '
This was the reason they were left behind and find themselﬁes today in a
"reeducation camp”. From their prisons in N. Vietnam, they have sent repeated
pleas to President REAGAN and other fiiends in the U.S. State Department.

Their families, and their colleagues, have written countless letters, and
requested for any assistance in trying to win their release. Human right

groups have spoken up in our behalf.

We were very hopeful when in a CBS interview in 1982, foreign minister
Nguyen Co Thach stated that he would release the prisoners if the U.S. would

take them. Premier Pham Van Dong repeated the same offer in an interview with
NEWSWEEK in May 84. We realize that the major stumbling block lies with the
Vietnamese goﬁernment which insists on the U.S. agreeing to a blanket admission
of all "reeducation camp" inmates, and their refusal to provide the Inter-
national Red Cross with a list of the priscners to be released and for the

purpose of immigration into the U.S.A.

We appreciate to your reminding the American Administration of the
moral obligation the U.S. owes the VN prisoners. We are grateful to the

Congressmen, ameng them, Rep. Stephen Solarz, for reminding the President of

the plight of those unfortunate persons. We thank the U.S. State Department,
and Secretary George Shultz for their patience and compassion in working out

the new proposal to be presented to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam regarding
the release our prisoners and permit them to join their families who have been

living in the U.S. We shall need a great deal of patience and compassion
during the months ahead in this task of dealing with the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam on this humane issue and we are confident that you will always

stand by us.

Sincerely Yours,

W

President
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September 12, 1984

Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Lieu

Chairman of the Board of Directors
MAA Consortium

5555 Columbia Pike (Suite D)
Arlington, VA 22204

Dear Mr. Lieu:

Our newly formed association composed of parents, wives,
children and friends of the current and former political
prisoners in Vietnam, since 1975. During the past several
vears, we have met to share information as well as to
promote the movement for the release of those prisoners.
Thanks to countless efforts of the American public and
especially the Vietnamese communities, the Reagan Adminis-
tration has recentlv proposed to the Congress to admit
thousands of Vietnamese political prisoners and their families
to resettle in the U.S. if the Vietnamese government agree
to free them.

During the past several weeks, we have received requests
from the Vietnamese to serve as the clearinghouse and the
center for information and referrals. We feel that we have
the opportunities to outreach and support those who need helr.
wWwe wish the Consortium helps us to reach the communities.
we would like to ask vour permission to use the Consortium
nffice to conduct meeting during your office non-working hours
as well as mailing address for this humanitarian effort. Ve
assure vou that if permission is granted, we will limit our
activities to the mimimum level.

Our organization and myself send to the Board our heartful
appreciation.

-

. e
Sincerely, ¢

b

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho

cc:- Afghan Board Members
- Cambodian Board Members
- Laotian Board Members
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431 ogng Qudn Tri September 15, 1984

3oard of ODirectorsy

KHUC MINH THO
TRAN KIM DUNG,MS
NGUYEN XUAN LAN,MA The Honorable George P Shultz

TRINH NGOC DUNG,MA Secretary

XI NH COOK,MSW

:é:Yg-:‘ SUTSH GIAO U.S. Department of State

PHAM THI TRI 2201 C Street, NW, Washington D.C. 20520
MAI NGQC BICH

HUTNH KIM CHI

=04 ACKERMAN Dear Mr. Secretary:
2UdNG MY-LINH SOLAND
ups -E VAN HUNG On behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political
) Prisoners Association, I would like to express our deep

::;:e:‘zf;‘o:ien gratitude for vour initiative and efforts in seeking for
—_—r the release of the Vietnamese political prisoners. The
¥Td OANH COOK,MSW Families of Vietnamese Political Priscners' Association

_ ' of which I am the president, is composed of members who
- :ﬁfﬁ“?m ;U- ara close relatives of the vietnamese p2olitical oprisoners
xecutave S04% still detained in concentration camps in Vietnam since 1375.
KHUC MINH THO As has been well documented, our relatives were imprisoned
ii;_':i::::nrmc us because of, either their close association with the CU.S.
~icecprasident government during the Vietnam war, or their participation
SoUTEN JUYNH GIAQ in the former vietnamese government and armed forces befo-
rice-President re 1975.

TRINH NSOC DUNG.MA
;a:yacene:aL
XUAN AN, MA Since 1977, a support group of wives and famil

v
ars of these political prisoners has been calling ior
r release. One of the main goals oI the associaticn

15 -0 compile a list of these vietnanese political prison-

-3 via 2oan ers. To date, the official list has been reached abou:

Advigcry Sammittee five hundreds names. The association i1s also active 1n

mbusniquusoumnjqurQViding emotional support to those who share the sane

<zM SANH COOK,MSW plight. Our officers and myself have assisted numerous

Mrs. LI GAN AUNS families in filing applications for immigration for their
relatives. Food and clothing parcels have been sent to
Vietnam or to be forwarded to the prisoners whenever
possible. We have made contacts and solicited the support

of the U.S. government, Members of Congress, the United
Nations' High Commissioner for Refugees, Amnesty Interna-
tional and the International Red Cross.



With the recent events, Hanoi's offer to release from
10,000 to 15,000 political prisoners, and the U.S. confirma-
tion to grant assylum to 10,000 of them in the United States,
we feel confident that our goal can be reached and encouraged
to continue our efforts. It proves to us that our husbands,
sons, fathers, grand-fathers, uncles, nephews and friends
are not forgotten by the outside world. For the first time
in 10 years we are optimistic about the future '0of our loved
ones, and the possibility of our family reunification.

Qur association, a non-profit organization incorporated
in the state of Virginia has recruited many members who, not
only share the common goal of working for the release of the
vietnamese political prisoners, but are also professionals in
various services such as legal, immigration, social and reset-
tlement services.,. The vietnamese community and its natural
networks, community organizations have overwhelmingly supported
our organization. With our capability, our devotion and our
tract record, our association endeavors to be a clearinghouse
for the political prisconers and their families during the next
two vears, and to ensure their family reunification. Whenever
nseded , our organizaticon can provide voluntary services to the
U.S. and international authorities in the process of negotia-
fions for the release of the prisoners. We are also planning
with different mutual assistance associations and voluntary
agencies to assist these refugees and immigrants with an effec-
tive adiustment program, both cultural and social, in the U.S.

In closing, I would like again to thank vou for your

4 future support for the Vietnamese political prisoners
ir familv members' lives. As the wife of a political
mv husband was a colonel in the former armed forces
S {ietnam, and has been detained in a re-education camp in

Ha Yam Ninh province since the fall of Saigon in 1375, I am
confident that our efforts for this mutual cause will be
rewarded. The Vietnamese people join me in praying for the
early succes of this humanitarian task.

Sincerely ypurs,

——KEGS Mimh Tho

President
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481 D&ng Juan Tra September 24. 1984
3car? of Directols

“HUC WINH THO Mrs. Kate Wenner

TRAN XIM DUNG.MS Producer '20/20"
wouvEN XUAN LAN.MA ABC News
TRINE NGOC OUNG.MA 157 Columbus Avenue
PRINE NGO s
“1M SANH COOK, M8 New York, NY 10023
NSUYEN JUYNE GIAD
THsM THI TRI
wr: naoc 3ICH Dear Mrs. Wenner:
CFen e muT
THT ACHIAMAN

5 w¥-LINE SCLANT

Attached herewith a map and list of "reeducation" camps

where the political prisoners have been detained. We try to

-2y vgin o vien identify them as possible as we can.
Soor23DETSON
Mo ALNE IOCK M=
Hope that this information is useful to you. Have a
Fan Thap tans Z':’ great trip and don't forget the families who are waiting to

hear from vou.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho




REEDUCATION CAMPS IN VIETNAM

NAME
A, NORTH VIETNAM
1. HA NAM NINH (PHU LY)

2. SON LA

3. NGHE AN

4. BINH DIEN

CENTRAL VIET NAM
1. AN DIEM

2, TAN CANH (Central highland)

SOUTH VIET NAM

1., HAM TAN

2. A-30
3. MOC HOA

CHARACTERISTICS

Held mostly high ranking military officers
and civil servants

Held high ranking officers such as generals,
colonels,

Held mid level officers such as majors,
Lieutemant Colonels

Held mostly Police officers, Military

Security officers

Held approx. 4,000 prisoners, mostly low
ranking officers

Held officers and other civil servants

Held those prisoners who are transferred
from the North prior to release
Held officers

Held officers and boat escapees



HO GIA DINH TU NHAN CHiNH TRIVIET NAM

FANULIES OF VIETNANMESE 200UTiC AL PUSONERS A350C01ATION

33533 COLLU¥3IA 21Xz 3UITI D
A2LINGTON, VA 222314
TILIZEONT NO. (793) 3i3-7tLl

Date: September 24, 1984

The Honorable George P. Shulcz

Secretary of State

cee - -y "-J‘- - . =
o *-Jdﬂ;;g P Washington, D.C. 20520
RSN LN I

| oeuid LA EA

el NG L HA

Jear Mr. Shulrcz:

3

Thank vou vervy much for vour letter of September 19 and

the text of vour testimony on the President's 1985 proposals

13 LioaM A tor refugee admissions. Wwe who represent the families of

“ietnamese political prisoners are impressed with the

Po.fxST2CE0A interest and concern the Presidenrc and vou have expressed
. - - 1 : t . "
R S S 30 our relativas now hald in reeducation camps.
aT.zo3 ol we would like to assist vour e2fforts in evary way
T posszible, VQur Association 1is pra2paring a lisc of relativas

and friends who are known to se political prisoners. Our
tist includes the names of the camps where they are imprisoned
and the names and addrzsses of the concernad families and

friends in che United States. We offer this list to you.

s Gamracamy We believe it may prove useful in your discussions of how

Lo accelerate and arrange the deparrure and resettlement of

the political prisoners.

- - i i i E ecters f i i
NG HT-LINA SOLAND, Zaq. Our list is being drawn from lerters looding in to our

3 :Mﬁiiifﬂéﬁiz Association from all over the nation. We have contacted
Lz VAN 2
resettled Vietnamese through Vietnamese and American

Associations, news media, letters to the Vietnamese communities



and our extensive grapevine, We are using existing
communication network to tell relatives and friends how to
apply to bring their husbands, sons, brothers, sisters, and

relatives under the Orderly Departure Program.

We are prepared to provide, on request, voluntary
services to the State Department and international authorities
in the process of negotiating the release of the prisoners.

We can ensure proper sponsorships of all the political
prisoners on our list., We also will work closely with mutual
assistance associations and voluntary agencies to help the
prisoners adjust socially, culturally and aconomically to

life in the United States during the next few years.

We would very much like to meet you or your representatives
to discuss in more detail how we might support your efforts.
We believe that our dedicated interest coupled with our ability
to mobilize the manv and varied skills of che national
Vistnamese community provide a valuable compliment to the

government's efforts now underway.
We are looking forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Q——-—_'_'_—_—-—
Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho

Enclosure:

List of current and former political prisoners
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LIST OF CURRENT POLITICAL PRISONERS
AS OF: SEPT. 24, 1984

NAME : NAME
(LAST NAME, MIDDLE NAME, FIRST NAME) (LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE NAME)

1. BUI VAN SaM 26. LE TAN TAI
2. CAD HUU HOA 27. LE VAN THU
3. CAO THONG MINH 28. LUONG TRONG DUC
4. CO QUOC TUAN 29. LUONG TRONG LAC
5. CO TAN HO 30. NGO VAN NGON
6. DAO VAN THUONG 31. NGUYEN ANH TUAN
7. DO CAD PHUOC 32. NGUYEN CAO QUYEN
8. DO CAO THANH 33. NGUYEN CONG ANH KIET
9. DO CHUNG 34, NGUYEN DAC VONG
10. DO DINE VUONG 35. NGUYEN DUC NHUAN
11. DO HUU CANH 36, NGUYEN KHOA DUC
12. DO MANH 37. NGUYEN KHOA NHON
13. DOAN VAN SANH 38. NGUYEN KIM NAM
l4. HO NGOC HOI 39, NGUYEN LO
15. HOANG TICH THONG 40, NGUYEN MINH CHAU
16. HOANG VAN BANH 41. NGUYEN NGOC DIEM
17. HUYNH DUY THIEP 42. NGUYEN NGOC LONG
18. HUYNH THAL SON 43, NGUYEN PHU THO
19. HUYNH THI TU 44, NGUYEN PHUOC AN
20. HUYNH VAN CA0 45, NGUYEN QUAN TINH
21. HUYNH VAN DUC 46, NGUYEN QUANG PHUONG
22. HUYNH VAN VIET 47. NGUYEN QUI LONG
23. LE BA BINH 48. NGUYEN TAN GIA
24. LE BA DANG 49. NGUYEN THAI VAN

25, LE DUC NGUC 50. NGUYEN THANH TRI



LIST OF CURRENT

51.
52.

62.
63.
b4,
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71,
72,
73.
74,
75.
76.
77.
78.

NGUYEN
NGUYEN
NGUYEN
NGUYEN
NGUYEN
NGUYEN
NGUYEN
NGUYEN
NGUYEN
NGUYEN

TRI
VAN
VAN
VAN
VAN
VAN
VAN
VAN
VAN

POLITICAL PRISONERS ....

TAIL
BACH
HINH
KHANH
KHANH
LAN
MUT
THUAN
TUAN

VIET TAN
PHAM CHANH DUY
PHAM KIM QUY
PHAM KIM TAN
PHAM KIM TAM
TA HOA HUONG
TRAN BA
TRAN DONG A
TRAN QUANG KHOI

TRAN QUANG VUONG

TRAN VAN MAN

TRAN VAN NGHIEM

TRAN VAN TUYEN

TRAN VINH KIM
TRINH VIET THAIL
VINH BIEU
VU NGOC TRUY
VU THANH CONG
VU XUAN THONG

Total:

Seventy eight (78) Current Political Prisoners



HOI GIA DINH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM
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LIST OF FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS
AS OF: 24, 1984

SEPT.

NAME

(LAST NAME, MIDDLE NAME, FIRST NAME)

NAME
(LAST NAME, MIDDLE NAME, FIRST NAME)

la. CAQ VAN GIAO 25. NGUYEN DUC CHINH
1. DANG CHU 26. NGUYEN VAN CHAU
2. DANG NGOC DO 27. NGUYEN NGOC DIEM

DANG TRONG DZU 28. NGUYEN THI DIEP
4. DANG VAN QUANG 29, NGUYEN VAN HOA
5. DIEP VAN NGAU 30, NGUYEN VAN HOC
6. DO CHUNG 31. NGUYEN VAN HOI
7. DOAN DUC HOANG 32. NGUYEN HUU HIEP
8. DOAN TAN LAI 313. NGUYEN KHOA HUAN
9. DUONG DINH HOA 34. NGUYEN KHOA HUYNH
10. DUONG VAN HOA 35. NGUYEN DINH LIEXN
11. HOANG VAN LE 36, NGUYEN HUU LOC
12. HUYNH PHUOC DUNG 37. NGUYEN MINH MAN
13. HUYNH VAN PHUONG 18, NGUYEN CONG MINH
14, LE XUAN HAI 39. NGUYEN HONG MINH
15. LE GIA TAN 40, NGUYEN VAN NGHIA
16. LE DOAN TRUONG 41, NGUYEN VAN NHCN
17. LE VAN TaM 42, NGUYEN VAN PHU
18. LE THIEN TAN 43, NGUYEN HUU PHUCC
19. LE XUAN NAM 44, NGUYEN HUU SAM
20. LE DOAN VUONG 45. NGUYEN TAN THANH
21, LE THU PHONG 46. NGUYEN VAN THANH
22. LE TIEN PHUC 47. NGUYEN HUU TIEN
23. LIEU KIM PHAT 48. NGUYEN THANH VAN
24, NGUYEN THI ANH 49. PHAM VAN HAI



LIST OF FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS ...

50.
51.
52.
53.
564.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61,
62.
63.
64,

PHAM HUNG

PHAM HOAT NAM
PHAM VAN NHIEU
PHAM VAN THANH
PHAM CONG TRUNG
PHAM MANH TUAN
PHAM THUONG VAN
PHUNG QUOC TUONG
QUACH VAN TUONG
TA HOA HIEP

THAI VAN HAI
THAN TRONG HOA
TRAN BA

TRAN BAO

TRAN VAN CONG
TRAN DINH DANG
TRAN TAN MAN
TRUONG MINH CUONG
TRUONG THI QUE
VO VAN PHAT

Total: Seventy (70) Former Political Prisomers



REEDUCATION CAMPS IN VIETNAM

NAME
A. NORTH VIETNAM
l. HA NAM NINH (PHU LY)

2. SON LA

3. NGHE AN

4. BINH DIEN

CENTRAL VIET NAM
[. aN DIEM

2, TAN CANH (Central highland)

SOUTH VIET NAM

l. HAM TaN

2. A-30
3. MOC HOA

Held

Held

Held

Held

Held

Held

Held

Held
Held

CHARACTERISTICS

mostly high ranking military officers
and civil servants

high ranking officers such as generals,
colonels,

mid level officers such as majors,
Lieutemant Colonels

mostly Police officers, Military

Security officers

approx. 4,000 prisoners, mostly low
ranking officers

officers and other civil servants

those prisoners who are transferred
from the North prior to release
officers

officers and boat escapees
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- » -
Ngay 15 thang 9 nam 1984

Kinh G3i Ong Chu Tich
Lién HOi cac HOi Doan Viét Nam
vung Hoa Thinh DOn

Thua Ong Chu Tich,

Hoi Gila Dinh Tu Nhan Chinh Tri Viét Nam da ddoc thanh lap
td nam 1977 tai vung Virginia,Hoa Ky. Tuy chua duce banh trdéng
manh me va cong khai vi tdi chanh va nhan su con eo hep, Hoi chung
téi vdn diéu hanh mdt cach dac luc, tan tinh cho viéc thut hien muc
dich phin dao cua Hoi, va gat hai dudc mot §6 thanh qua LSt dep.

HA61i da thiu nhan dudc mot sd 1on hoi vién co than nhan da
vi dang bi cdm td tai Vit Nam sau bidn cd chang td ndm 1975 vi 1y
do bi bubc téi 1a thudc ché dd c, va HGi dd thdnh ldp mot danh
sach cdc tu nhin chinh tri ndy . Trong miy nam qua, Hoi van kién
nhan keéu goi va dé don voi Lién Hiép Quéc, Phi Cao d} Ty Ngn Lién
Hlep Quoc, Hoi Hong Thap Tu Quoc Té, H01 An Xa Quoc Te. Qudc Hoi
cung nhd chinh phu Hoa Ky, yéu ciu nhung co quan nay can thlep v01
chinh quyén Viét Nam dé cac td nhan nay Som dupc phong thlch. va
duﬁc cuu xet du tien ve viec ho cung than nhan nap don xin roi
Viét Nam dé& dudc doan tu voi gia dink tai Hoa Ky trong Chuong Trinh
Ra Di Trat Tu (Orderly Departure Program) cua chinh phu Hoa Kv.

Trong nhung ngay gan dav. cac tin tuc quoc te Hoa Kv ,cho
biet réhg Quoc Hoi va Chinh Phi Hoa Ky cuhg Lién Hiep Quoc dang
manh me xuc tien cac thu tuc dé diéu dinh voi chinh quyen Viet Nam
vé-viﬁ dé_phéng thich cac td nhdn chinh tri hién dang bi giam cam

trong cac kham duong cung nhi cac trai cai tao td ndm 1975.



A 1A
Mot trong nhung dlen-tlen rat quan-trong vé van- de

nay la su tuyén-bo cuaTong-Trdong Ngoal -Giac Hoa-Ky ngay 11
thang 9 nam 1984 ta1 Qudc-HAi xac-nhan trach nhlem cua Hoa-Ky
361 v01 tu-nhan chlnh tr1 Vlet~Nam Ong Tong Truong Ngoal Giao
con nhln-nhan rang cho den nay, chlnh-phu Hoa-Ky da chenh-man
V1ec blnh-vuc quyen-101 va d0i tra tu -do cho nhung nan- nhan
nay. De han gan su lo~dang db, chinh- phu Hoa-Ky chinh- thuc
cong nhan nhung tu nhan nay se duoc huong uu~-tien trong Chuong-
Trinh Ra Di Trat-Tp (Orderly Departure Program). Chinh-Phu
Hoa-Ky ddng-thoi cung kéu goi Ha-NSi chung-minh thién-chi trong
v1ec hua hen tra tu-do cho cac tu nhan nay. Trong ban diéu-
tran tal Quoc~ H01, Ong Tong—Truong nhon danh Chinh- Phu Hoa-Ky
xin Quoc -héi chap-thuan ké- hoach nhén 10.000 tu nhan chinh- -tri
va gla-dlnh dlnh—cu tai Hoa—Ky trong hai tai-khoa 1985 va 1986.
Nhung aa- -nghi cua Chinh- Phu Hoa-Ky se duoc dua ra trong cuoc
thuong-thuyet voi dai- dlen Chlnh-quyen Vlet Nam tai Geneve vao
thang lo sap toi hay tai Dai Héi—Déng Khoang-dai Lién-Hiép-Quoc
trong thang 10 nay.

Trong bau khong-khi phan- kh01 day hy- vong do, H01 Gia-
pinh Tu Nhan Chinh- -Tri Vlet -Nam het suc vul—mung nhan thay
hoat dong cua H01 da dat duoc ket—qua va H01 nguyen se dén moi
no 1uc de co vo, ung—ho va tlep tay cho cong-tac nhan- dao cao-
ca cua Quoc H01, Chinh-Phu Hoa—Ky va Lien- Hlep Quoc. H01 Gia-
Dinh Tu Nhan Chinh- -Tri Viet- Nam da v1et thu keu goi su g1up~do-
va cam on long nhlet thanh cua Ong Tong- Truong Ngoal Giao Hoa-Ky
quy Vi Dan—Bleu va Thupng Nghi- Si Hoa- Ky, Ong Cao-Uy Ty-Nan Lien
Hiep-Quoc, cung cac Co-quan Thong-tin va Bao-chi My va Viet-Nam

tai hai-ngoai.

Vi tinh-cach khén-trudng cua van-de nay, HOi Gia-Dinh
Tu Nhan Chlnh—Trl Vlet Nam chung toi khan-thiet kéu goi su
cdng -tac cua quy Vi Chu T1ch va Hoi-vien de ho-hao cac dong-bao
co than-nhan la tu nhan chinh- -tri nen cap-toc g01 ten tuoi cac
ngﬁoi nay voi day-du chi-tiet ly-lich ve tru-so cua Hoi ngo hau
chung toi som hoan- thanh mot danh-sach day -du de klp thoi dao
dat toi cac gioi tham—quyen uoc- nguyen chinh dang cua gia-dinh
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va thén-nhan tl nhin ch1nh -tri Viét-Nam. Chﬁng toi cung
thanh khan keu g01 su hoﬁtro cua quy Vi dé som dat duoc ket—
qua mong muon cla tat ca dong bao chung ta va duoc thay ba con
ruot thit va ban- be than-huu cua minh duoc tro vé doan-tu cung
nhung nguoi than yeu duoi mai am gla—dlnh sau 10 nam trong
canh lao tu.

Xin chan-thanh cam on quy vi.

Moi thu-tu lién-lac xin quy Vi gdi v& dia-chi sau day:

HOI GIA-DINH TU NHAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NAM
5555 Columbia Pike, Suite D
Arlington, VA. 22204

Kinh thu,

Ba KHUC MINH THO
Chu-Tich.

Dien-thoai : (703) 560-0058 (Tu-Gia)
(703) 558-2245 (S0)



7813 Marthas Lane
Falls Church, Virginia 22043
September 18, 1984

Mr. Don Torrance

CBS - Channel 9 Television
4001 Brandywine Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016

Dear Mr. Torrance:

I would 1ike to take this opportunity to expressly
thank you, Cynthia Barber {sound person) and Hal Hoilland
(cameraman) for the thoughtful interview you conducted with
me regarding our Toved ones still in Vietnam.

You entered my home in a loving and caring manner
and appeared genuinely interested in our plight and the
future of thousands of Vietnamese who, until now, have been
without much hope of a promise for freedom and unity with
their families.

Though the Tanguage barrier existed I feel that there
were stronger bonds that united us in order to present to
the public a truly human interest story that needed to be
heard. Thanks for allowing us the opportunity to say it.

I trust that should you need to contact me for any-
reason that you will not hesitate to do so. I hope that
because of your feature story we will be able to realize
progress in the release of our Toved ones...and for your
help we will never forget you.

Looking forward to the great day of celebration of
unity with our families with a special recognition of the
assistance you provided us,

-Again, our sincere thanks.

Sincerely,

uc Minh Tho

KMT/
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Exiles Tell of Stark Life in Vietnam Prisons
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Qesettlement of 435,000 in U S Vlewed as Succes
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‘An American Obhgatxon
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U.S. to Grant Asylum
To Vietnam Prisoners

By Lena H. Sun set aside as 2 separate category for
Washingien Past Stelt Writer the Amerasian children and political
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SHULTZ ANNOUNCES MOVE

American Soldiers’ Offspring |
and Political PrisonersAre |
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U.S. to Test.Vietnam’s Offer to Send Prisoners '.Hére

By John M. Goshko - nothing will come of it, that Vietnam is en- thenepeoplcgo,lt'unotﬂwUnltedSutu for Far East uifairs, to R
Washingion Pest Walt Writer gaged in & propaganda exercise to counter-  that will be standing in the way.” director of the United States twe for
I'he Reagan administration is preparing  ct the damage caused to its image by the  He confirmed a report yesterday by The _ Refugees. In it, Wolfowits aaid:
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Unﬁmshed Busmess in Vietnam
Why Not Accept Our Friends From Reeducation Camps"

8y ROGER P. WINTER
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Fewer ‘Boat People,’ Says U.N. Oftficial N.Y Temes

Vietnam Refugees Eftort ‘a Success’




‘Al8 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1984

The Washington Post

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

An Obligation Accepted



B]E@?TIYWSPD

A22 mev, Mav 1, 1987 . * MAY 15 107

Tur. Wastir

The muﬁﬂpmgmu ﬁp@m

" AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Hanoi’s Broken Promise




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 16, 1984

Dear Mr. Tho:

I have been asked to reply to your September 15 letter to the
President which outlined the nature of your association and
expressed its willingness to assist Vietnamese political prison-
ers should they be released by the government in Hanoi and be
allowed to emigrate.

You will have received a letter from the Secretary of State
expressing this government's determination to assist in their
departure from Vietnam., The President's initiative on their
behalf is evidence to you that Vietnam's political prisoners have
not been forgotten by the United States.

I am sending a copy of your letter to the Department of State's
Bureau of Refugee Programs so that the officials directly in-
volved with the Orderly Departure Program from Vietnam can be
aware of your association's purposes and the role it is willing
to play in the reception of liberated political prisoners.

Please accept my best wishes for the success of your organization
and our joint success in obtaining the freedom of those still
suffering in prison camps for their part in a noble effort.

cerely,

inas Kojelis

Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison

Mr. Khuc Minh Tho

President

Families of Vietnamese Political
Prisoners Association

5555 Columbia Pike

Suite D

Arlington, VA 22204



THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 19, 1984

Dear Mrs. Tho:

I appreciate your writing me regarding the
unfortunate people still being held in “reeducation"
camps in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. You have no
doubt seen the news reports of my September 12
Congressional test1mony on this subject, but perhaps you
would be interested in the full text of my statement
which I have enclosed.

As you can see, we share the same concerns about
these unfortunate victims. The United States has every
intention of assisting the departure from Vietnam of the
political prlsoners still being held in the camps. If
the authorities in Hanoi are really serious about
allowing them to leave in an orderly way, I am sure we
will be able to arrive at a mutually acceptable process.
I know that after nine years you and the other members
of your association are justifiably frustrated and
impatient for results, but I can assure you that this
government is ready to do its part for those who have
suffered so much for their support for the cause of
freedom in Vietnam.

Sincerely,

/56-1«(/ (“’/M‘

George P, Shultz

Cnclosure:
Congressional Testimony

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho,
President,
Families of Vietnamese Political
Prisoners Association,
7813 Marthas Lane,
Falls Church, Virginia.
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Policy
No. 610

Secretary Shultz

Proposed Refugee
Admissions for FY 1985

September 11, 1984

United States Department of State

Bureau of Public Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Followting is a statement by Secretary
Shultz before the Subcommittiee on Im-
migration and Refugee Policy of the
Senate Judiciary Commitiee,
Washington, D.C., September 11, 1984.

Thank you for the invitation to testify
on the President’s 1985 refugee admis-
sions propasals.

The Congress has—in the Refugee
Act of 1980—stated that the U.5. reset-
tlement program is intended for
refugees of “special humanitarian con-
cern to the United States,” in accord-
ance with a determination made by the
President after appropriate consultation.

After most careful study and reflec-
tion, the President proposes a regional
refugee admissions ceiling of 70,000 for
FY 1985, a small reduction from the
FY 1984 level.

Within this overall ceiling of 70,000,
the President is proposing a new,
separate ceiling for admissions under
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees’ Orderly Departure Program
(ODP) from Vietnam and some ad-
justments in geographic ceilings.

I am here, representing the Presi-
dent, to consult with the Congress about
our 1985 admissions program. We are
here today not only to present this pro-
posal for your consideration but also to
answer your questions and receive your
views.

We hope the 1985 admissions pro-
gram will receive the same broad bipar-
tisan support that it has enjoyed in past
years.

The proposed admissions ceilings for
FY 1985 are:

* 50,000 for East Asia, including
10,000 for a separate Orderly Departure
Program in Vietnam;

+ 9,000 for Eastern Eurcpe and the
Soviet Union;

e 5,000 for the Near East and
South Asia;

* 3,000 for Africa; and

* 3,000 for Latin America and the
Caribbean, for a total of 70,000
worldwide.

In addition, the President is an-
nouncing two new initiatives aimed at
resolving pressing refugee problems in
Southeast Asia:

'First, the United States will accept
for admission all Asian-American
children and their qualifying family
members presently in Vietnam-—hope-
fully over the next 3 years. Because of
their undisputed ties to our country,
these children and family members are
of particular humanitarian concern to
the United States.

Second, the United States is propos-
ing a distinct program within the
UNHCR's Orderly Departure Program
from Vietnam for the resettiement of
political prisoners currently and
previously confined in the “re-education
camp” prisons in Vietnam and their
qualifying family members.

Various spolsfsmen for the com-
munist regime ift Vietnam have claimed
they would be willing to release all of
these political prisoners for resettle-



ment. But despite 2 years of efforts to
arrange for their departure under the
UNHCR's Orderly Departure Program,
the Vietnamese have released for re-
settlement only a handful of these
persecuted people.

This initiative has as its jroal the
departure from Vietnam of 10,000 of
these persons for resettlement in the
United States over the next 2 years.
These current and former political
prisoners are of particular humanitarian
concern to the United States.

Success in both of these initiatives
will require the goodwill and cooperation
of the Vietnamese Government. We
hope the Vietnamese will now respond
to these new appeals,

Needs of the 8 Million Refugees

There are nearly 8 million refugees in
. the world today. In response to this
tragic situation, the United States and
the international community actively
seek durable solutions. In order of
preference, these solutions are:

s Voluntary repatriation to the
refugees’ homelands;

= Permanent resettiement in the
countries of first asylum; or

* Resettlement in third countries,
including the United Stales.

International refugee assistance pro-
grams, for which the United States pro-
vides about 30% of the funding, help
provide basic care and maintenance for
the refugees until one of these solutions
can be achieved.

We believe that our jroposed admis-
sions program for 1985-~coupled with
the expected admissions programs of the
other resettlement countries—should
meet the requirements for resettlement
in the coming year. We will continue to
work closely with the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees and with other coun-
tries to ensure that the responsibility for
resettlement is shared equitably.

This international resettlement ef-
fort—along with the planned contribu-
tions by the United States and other
donor countries for refugee relief
abroad—should hopefully meet the basic
needs of the world's refugee population.

Accomplishments of the Last 10 Years

Over the last 10 years the U.S. refugee
program has compiled an impressive list
of accomplishments:

s Since April 1975, we have suc-
cessfully integrated into American socie-
ty more than 700,000 Indochinese
refugees.

s Since 1980, we have accepted for
resettlement over 30,000 people from
Vietnam under the UNHCR's Orderly
Departure Program, including many
Asian-American children and a smaller
number of former political prisoners—
many of whom might have otherwise
been tempted to undertake the
dangerous clandestine escape from Viet-
nam by boat.

s By contributing over $240 million
in relief aid, the United States has
played a leading role in averting a
serious famine in Kampuchea and in pro-
viding life-sustaining assistance to the
Khmer people forced to live a precarious
existence along the Thai border.

¢ Qur refugee assistance and reset-
tlement programs have been a key ele-
ment in maintaining regional stability
and strengthening the security of our
friends in the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), as well as
other first asylum countries around the
world.

+ Even as we coped with a vast out-
pouring of refugees from Indochina, our
resettlement programs have continued
to give a chance for a new life to
thousands of refugees fleeing persecu-
tion in the Soviet Union, Eastern
Europe, and Iran.

s Since early 1980, with the
UNHCR and the Government of
Pakistan, the United States has taken a
leading role in providing over $350
million in food, shelter, and other
assistance to approximately 3 million
Afghan refugees in Pakistan.

¢ International relief efforts, to
which the United States has contributed
about $100 million this year, have saved
tens of thousands of lives in Africa. Ina
new international effort resulting from
the recent Second International Con-
ference on Assistance to Refugees in
Africa (ICARA I1)—held in Geneva this
past July—we are working closely with
African asylum nations to improve their
ability to provide safe and humane
asylum to nearly 2 million refugees.

An important measure of the
refugee program's priority in our coun-
try is this: during a time of budget
restraint, both Congress and the Ex-
ecutive have left the refugee program
largely uncut—in recognition of the
critical needs it addresses and, I believe,
of its efficient management.

Rather than dwell om_our accom-
plishments, however, we must press
ahead with the urgent tasks before us,
for many of the yet unresolved problems
are grave.

UNHCR Orderly Departure rogram

I would now like to discuss in detail vur
proposal for a new, separate ceiling for
admissions under the UNHCR Orderly
Departure Program.

In early 1984, the number of ODP
departures from Vietnam for the United
States exceeded 1,000 per mouth for the
first time since the program began.
Total departures to the United States
and other resettlement countries have
reached an average of 2,200 per mwonth,
and in FY 1984 ODP departures to all
countries will exceed the number of boat
arrivals for the first time. Despite con-
tinuing problems, the UNHCR Orderly
Departure Program is working and is in-
creasingly becoming an alternative to
hazardous boat escapes from Vietnam,

The reason the President is propos-
ing the establishment of a separate
Orderly Departure Program ceiling for
FY 1985 is to ensure that a growing
ODP is not perceived as reducing the
number of refugees admitted to the
United States from first asylum coun-
tries.

We estimate that this ceiling of
10,000 would permit the departure from
Vietnam of some 18,000 refugees and
immigrants in FY 1985, some 7,000 of
whom would enter the United States as
refugees in FY 1986, following compte-
tion of language training and cultural
orientation at the Philippine Refugee
Processing Center in Bataan.

At UNHCR-sponsored meetings in
Geneva in October 1982 and October
1983, we urged the Vietnamese to per-
mit an expansion of the Orderly Depar-
ture Program. We expect to meet,
under UNHCR auspices, with the Viet-
namese in Geneva again this October,
and will present to them at that time
our revised plans for the future expan-
sion of the Orderly Departure Program.

Our revised plans include, first, a
basie restructuring of the U.S. program.
Rather than having one ODP program
into which we combine all groups of par-
ticular concern to the United States, we
would propose to divide ODP into three
separate sub-programs, and to measure
mutual performance against specified
processing levels and guidelines for each
program.

The three sub-programs would be:

The Regular Program, for spouses
and children of American citizens,
ex-1J.8. Government employees, and
ethnic minorities of special humanitarian
concern;

The Asian-American Program, for
Asian-American children and close fami-
ly members included in the same
household as the child; and



The Political Prisoner Program,
for current and former political
prisoners and specified family members.

For the Regular Program, we would
plan to process and move from Vietnam
up to 10,000 persons (refugees and im-
migrants) during 1985, Within the
10,000 level, we would inform the Viet-
namese Lhat we would expect them to
grant exit visas to a much greater pro-
portion of persons from our special
priority lists,

For the other two programs, [ have
already described the specific new ini-
tiatives designed to prompt the process-
ing and movement of these much-abused
populations, We would set processing
and movement levels for these programs
sufficient to launch and maintain steady
movements for each group during 1985.

Proposed Admissions Ceilings

I now turn to the proposed admissions
ceilings for the geographic regions of
the world.

East Asia. In my statement on July
13 of this year to the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Foreign Ministers’ Conference, [ praised
the member nations of ASEAN for the
vital role they have played in granting
first asylum to over 1.3 miilion Indo-
chinese refugees, who since 1975 have
been forced to flee their homes and seek
safety. I characterized the entire refugee
resettlement process from first asylum
to final resettlement as “international
cooperation at its finest.” Further, [
noted that if the process is to continue
on the present successful track, we must
all continue to shoulder our share of the
burden. I pledged that we in the United
States will do so and urged others to do
so as well.

Our resettlement of over 700,000
refugees from first asylum countries in
Southeast Asia, and more recently
through the UNHCR Orderly Departure
Program, has been a major factor for
continuing stability in the region since
1975. The generosity of the American
people in receiving these refugees into
our society—along with similar efforts
by many other countries—has enabled
the first asylum countries to leave their
doors open and at the same time avoid
potentially destructive economic, social,
and political pressures.

We should not lose sight of the fact
that it is Hanoi's oppressive policies
toward its own people and its military
occupation of its neighbors that must
cease before there can be a lasting solu-
tion to the Indochinese refugee crisis. It

is these policies which are the root cause
of the continuing exodus of refugees and
the unwillingness of the people who fled
Vietnam, Kampuchea, and Laos to
return to their homes,

The number of Vietnamese boat ar-
rivals in first asylum countries continues
to decline for a number of reasons.
These reasons include the UNHCR
Orderly Departure Program which has
provided a safe and legal means of leav-
ing Vietnam; a shortage of boats
available to refugees; and reported
restrictions by the Vietnamese
authorities on clandestine departures.
However, there is still a large number of
refugees fleeing Vietnam by boat.

Refugee boat arrivals in Southeast
Asian countries will equal about 26,000
for FY 1984 compared to about 32,800
arrivals in FY 1983 and 49,000 arrivals
in FY 1982.

Resettlement by other countries dur-
ing the current fiscal year should reach
about 38,000, the same as last year.
With the United States and other coun-
tries continuing at about the same level
of resettlement in the coming fiscal
year, the total refugee population in
Southeast Asian first asylum camps
should drop to approximately 116,000 by
the end of FY 1985, down from a high
of 409,000 at the peak of the Indo-
chinese refugee crisis in 1979, and a
significant reduction from the level of
176,000 at the beginning of the current
fiscal year.

To lessen the Indochinese refugee
burden on Thailand, Malaysia, In-
donesia, the Philippines, and Hong
Kong, the United States has maintained
a relatively high rate of resettlement
from the region. We believe that admis-
sion of 40,000 refugees in FY 1985 is
our fair share—a level equal to the
number of refugees we expect will be
admitted by the rest of the refugee
resettlement countries combined. This
should encourage other resettlement na-
tions to continue to participate in reset-
tlement from Southeast Asia. Processing
by Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice officers has been smooth and effi-
cient during FY 1984, thanks in part to
improved casework by the voluntary
agency representatives in the field and
to the effect of the revized INS refugee
processing guidelines issued in August
1983.

Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.
Despite its international obligation under
the Helsinki Accords to allow freer
emigration, the Soviet Union continues
to prevent Jews and other persecuted
minorities from leaving. We have urged
the Soviets to honor their agreements
and to issue exit permits to those who

wish to leave, and I intend to make this
point with Foreign Minister Gromyko
when | meet with him at the United Na-
tions. The severe Soviet restriction on
Jewish and other emigration regrettably
reduces the need agzain this year for pro-
posing a large refugee admissions ceiling
for Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union in FY 1985.

On the other hand, we want to main-
tain a sufficiently high ceiling to provide
for our fair share of the normal outflow
of refugees from the countries of
Eastern Europe. We estimate that a
ceiling of 9,000 admissions should be
adequate for this purpose.

Near East and South Asia. The
Near East and South Asia region has
several major refugee-producing situa-
tions, particularly in Afghanistan and
Iran. In most cases, the refugees coming
from this area are able to find continu-
ing asylum in the region. We estimate
that a refugee admissions ceiling of
5,000 will be sufficient to provide for
those persons requiring resettlement
who are of special concern to the United
States, especially persecuted Iranian
religious minorities such as the Bahais,
and persons from Afghanistan whose
positions in former Afghan governments
or association with the United States
make them particular targets of persecu-
tion.

Africa. The generous hospitality of
African countries of first asylum and
some limited possibilities for voluntary
repatriation have mitigated the need for
any significant resettlement outside of
Africa. However, there remains a
reiatively small number of African
refugees for whom asylum or integra-
tion‘in the region is not feasible. We are
proposing a ceiling of 3,000 for Afriea to
accommodate these special cases.

Latin America and Caribbean.
Finally, we are requesting 3,000 admis-
sions for potential refugees from Latin
America and the Caribbean who might
require resettlement in the United
States. Thias is an increase of 2,000 over
FY 1984 and should be adequate to per-
mit the admission of refugees for whom
resettlement in the United States is the
most appropriate option.

English Language Training and
Medical Programs for Refugees

We have dedicated significant time,
money, and effort to developing pro-
grams to help refugees prepare for their
new lives in Anfrica.

For example, in 1985 we anticipate
further improvements in both the
English-as-a-Second-Language and
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1. Woman has fought
' 12 years for release
of political prisoners

By Jeffrey Brody
The Register

'Freed Vietnamese
| have her to thank

assistant Secretary of State, cred-
its Tho with being the guiding light
behind the movement to free Viet-
namese who were held in cornmu-
nist re-education camps.

“She really is a remarkable

women," Funseth said. ''Through

all the years, she never gave up.”
Funseth felt so strongly about
Tho's efforts that he nrecented her




VIETNAN: Program will have |

major effect in Orange County |

Nguyen Mau Quy remembers
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They wou!d rejoin
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No Ransom
Israel Went Too Far
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NEW BEGINNING. In Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Sai-
gon), the cigarette vendor on the corner may once have
been a high-ranking government official. Broken in body
and spirit after more than a decade of “re-education” in
Communist prison camps, many

former South Vietnamese bureau-

crats and army officers have been

set free in the past three years. In

an agreement signed in Hanoi last

week, more than 20,000 Vietnam-

ese will soon be permitted to re-

settle in the US. The pact, says

American negotiator Robert Fun-

seth, “starts healing a big untreat-

ed wound left by the war.”
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OC group praises plan to resettle
Vietnamese

By Thanhha Lai
The Register

The Association of Former Polit-
ical Prisoners of Vietnamese Com:

mirmicte Fae hamee Yo 1L+

The agreement between the two
countries could mean that more
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US. Vietnam in resettlement pact



‘US, Vietam reach
-pact on resettlement

B VIETNAM protest a US refusal to consider
" Continued from Page 1 diplomatic ties until Vietnam ends

and migrants under the Orderly Lts occupation of Cambodta. Hanol
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Vletnam, US. agree on resettlemen

held in reeducation camps after the - broke off last August after a sudde
RANCKOK — Vietnam and the COMMURISt takeover in 197§ and deterioration in relations betwes
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