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" appropriate, to help their cause.

HOI GIA DINH TU NHAN CHINH TR| VIET NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

l P.0.BOX 5435, ARLINGTON VA 22205-0635

TELEPHONE: 703-998-7850
. — T }'E
November 22nd,;1985 h;i; L
Ue . 7 109

Dear Hon. Wolfe:

On behalf of our organization and its interests, I
would like to bring to your attention a problem now
confronting us. -

Enclosed is a translation of excerpts from a recent article
in the Vietnamese Washington Times, telling about inhumane
conditions at the Dongrek II refugee camp in Thailand.

Our Association has received letters from a number of
Vietnamese being held there who, if they were released

by the Thais, would be fully eligible to come to the
United States. These include at least five (and probably
more) ex-political prisoners; one of whom has close
relatives in the United States, and another of whom already
has been cleared for U.S. admission through the Orderly
Departure Program, Please bear in mind that in his consult-
ation with the Congress on 1985 and 1986 refugee admission,
Secretary Shultz has placed a high priority for admission
of former political prisoners.

The difficulty, of course, is getting Thai authorities

to allow them to be interviewed. We do not doubt the
State Department's sincerity in wishing to help the former
political prisoners {(who, ironically, now find themselves
prisoners of a Free World country) but we would appreciate
your intervention, in whatever way you feel would be most

Very sincerly, with appreciation for your Jfast help,

-

a——— .
Khuc Minh Tho (Mrs.)
President

w/enclosure
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Vietnamese Washington Times
No. 28
October 23, 1985

EXCERPTS
Dilemma in Dongrek Camp

Recently, an ex-adjutant general, Mr. Nguyen Van Chuc,from
Calitornia visitea Dongrek II and met with 4,000 land refugees
(it is noted that these have not been considered as rerugees --—
but as crimimals or rather, as illegal invaders.)

Upon return to the U.S. Mr. Chuc declared Dongrek II camp a
hell on earth. The 4,000 of our country-fellow men put up
some kind of thatched roofs by the Dongrek jungle as their
shelters. The place is full of insects coming trom the jungle.
There are 16 open latrines making the whole area filthy and
swarming with flies. Half of the 4,000 population are chilaren
under the age of 1¥. Most of the people have only one set of
clothes. They must borrow their neighbor's set of clothes
when they go outside to wash their own. 90% of the females
ranging from 12 to 60 years of age are being constantly raped.
Every night, there is a group of soldiers —- either Cambodian
or Thai soldiers -- coming to take them away saying that "the
authorities want you." The next morning they come staggering
back shattered. Their fathers, mothers, husbands, brothers
share their hurts and humiliation.

Besides, there are about 60 communist deserters in the camp.
Tnese are youths who were drafted into the army to fight in
Cambodia. Food is scarce - 2 pounds of rice ana a can of fish
and some salt is a week's ration for a person. Water is drawn
from a pond. Bathing, laundrying, cooking, drinking, everything
is taken from the same pond.

There is no clinic, except the Red Cross comes sometimes to
give some cold pills. : '

The worst of all is the population's status. They are not
given retugee status. No resettlement country is allowed

to come and interview them for resettlement opportunity. The
Thai government considers these people being illigal immigrants
or criminals.
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HOI GIA BINH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P,0.BOX 5435, ARLINGTON VA 22205-0635
TELEPHONE: 703-998-7850

November 8, 1985

Mr. Robert L. Funseth

Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau for Refugee Programs

The State Department

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Funseth:

Again I wish to say a special thanks to you for dedicated service
and concern expressed by your interest and participation in the
causes of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners. You
have continously kept us apprised of press releases and conferences
with the Vietnamese Government; information that would not have
been otherwise available to us. ‘

We have received the enclosed list of Political Priseners still
in re-education camps from Mr. Nguyen Van Rong, Chairman of the
South Vietnam Veterans' Association., I thought that it would be
appreciated by your staff if we passed this information on to
you.

Should you have any questions regarding the enclosed list or
its contents, please feel free to contact me.

Again, our deepest gratitude and appreciation for your continued
assistance and support.

Sincerely,

Khue Minh Tho

KMT/1rh
Enclosure
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HOI GIA DINH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.0.BOX 5435, ARLINGTON VA 22205-0635
TELEPHONE: 703-998-7850

November 22nd,1985

Dear Hon. Warner:

On behalf of.our organization and its interests, I
would like to bring to your attention a problem now
confronting us.

Enclosed is a translation of excerpts from a recent article
in the Vietnamese Washington Times, telling about inhumane
conditions at the Dongrek II refugee camp in Thailand.

Our Association has received letters from a number of
Vietnamese being held there who, if thev were released

by the Thais, would be fully eligible to come to the

United States. These include at least five (and probably
more) ex-political prisoners; one of whom has close
relatives in the United States, and another of whom already
has been cleared for U.S. admission through the Orderly
Departure Program. Please bear in mind that in his consult-
ation with the Congress on 1985 and 1986 refugee admission,
Secretary Shultz has placed a high priority for admission
of former political prisoners.

The difficulty, of course, is getting Thai authorities

to allow them to be interviewed. We do not doubt the
State Department's sincerity in wishing to help the former
political prisoners {who, ironically, now find themselves
prisoners of a Free World country) but we would appreciate
your intervention, in whatever way you feel would be most
appropriate, to help their cause. :

Very sinceﬁ}y, with appreciation for your past help,

Khuc Minh Tho (Mrs.)
President

w/enclosure
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Vietnamese Washington Times
No. 28
October 23, 1985

EXCERPTS
Dilemma in Dongrek Camp

Recently, an ex-adjutant general, Mr. Nguyen Van Chuc,from
California visited Dongrek II and met with 4,000 land refugees
(it is noted that these have not been considered as retugees --
but as crimimals or rather, as illegal invaders.)

Upon return to the U.S. Mr. Chuc declared Dongrek II camp a
hell on earth. The 4,000 of our country-fellow men put up
some kind of thatched roofs by the Dongrek jungle as their
shelters., The place is full of insects coming trom the jungle.
There are 16 open latrines making the whole area filthy and
swarming with flies. Half of the 4,000 population are children
under the age of 1l8. Most of the people have only one set of
clothes. They must borrow their neighbor's set of clothes
when they go outside to wash their own. 90% of the females
ranging from 12 to 60 years of age are being constantly raped.
Every night, there is a group of soldiers -- either Cambodian
or Thai soldiers -~ coming to take them away saying that "the
authorities want you." The next morning they come staggering
back shattered. Their fathers, mothers, husbands, brothers
share their hurts and humiliation.

Besides, there are about 60 communist deserters in the camp.
These are youths who were drafted into the army to fight in
Cambodia, Food is scarce - 2 pounds of rice and a can of fish
and some salt is a week's ration for a person. Water is drawn
from a pond. Bathing, laundrying, cooking, drinking, everything
is taken from the same pond.

There is no clinic, except the Red Cross comes sometimes to
give some cold pills.

The worst of all is the population's status. They are not
given retugee status. No resettlement country is allowed

to come and interview them for resettlement opportunity. The
Thai government considers these people being illigal immigrants
or criminals.





