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HOI CIA t>INH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

PO. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-Q635 
TELEPHONE: 703·56Q.()()58 

March 3, 1988 

The Honorable Stephen J.Solarz 
Chairman 
Committee on Foreign Affairs 
1536 Longworth, HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Honorable Solarz 

On behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
Association, we wish to sollicit your assistance in interceding 
for the following persons in order that they might be allowed 
to leave for the United States given their medical conditions: 

1. Mr. Nguyen Van Tu, born on July 18, 1910 in Vietnam: 
IV # 505-903; Exit Visas # 8988-THI, 8987-TH2, 8989-THI 
and 8990-THI. Mr. Tu was formerly a high ranking official of 
the former Government of Vietnam and a U.S. Trainee. 
Mr. Tu and his family have met all the required criteria 
to enter the U.S. They have an exit visa and entry permit. 
However, they need your assistance in requesting the 
Vietnamese authorities to allow them to be interviewed 
by the U.S. Delegation. 

2. Mr. Nguyen Xuan Liem, born July 1, 1922 in Vietnam; 
IV# 524275; VEWL # 37326 and 1-171, a U.S.Trainee. Mr.Liem 
served as Secretary General of National Economic and 
Financial Council of the former Vietnamese Government. 
He was detained for more than eight years in re-education 
camps. Mr. Liem has been unable to get an exit visa. 

3. Mr. Vu Quoc Thong, born November 22, 1916 in Vietnam; 
IV# 9741, VEWL and 1-171 all approved; interviewed and 
physical exam have been completed. Mr. Thong was a high­
ranking official of the former Vietnamese Government, 
holding various important pOSitions in different fields. 
He was emprisonment for five years. He has three children 
in the United States. Dr. Vu Quoc Thong has a severe heart 
condition and gallbladder problems. His only wish is to be 
able to see his three children before he dies. 

In all three cases, the concerned individuals are elderly 
and frail men, whose last wish is to be reunified w'th their 
family members, who are now American citizens. 

Thank you very much for your kind assistance 

-
. 

Kliuc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 



THEIR ADDRESS IN VIETNAM 

1/- Mr. Nguyen Van Tu 
1/50 Ap Cay Sop - Dong Hung Thuan 
Hoe Man - Thanh Pho Ho Chi Minh, VietNam. 

2/- Nguyen Xuan Liem 
50/4 Hoa Hung - Quan 10 
Thanh Pho Ho Chi Minh , VietNam. 

3/- Dr. Vu Quae Thong 
140A Ly Chinh Thang - Quan 3 
Thanh Pho Ho Chi Minh, VietNam. 

ATTACHMENT 
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HQI CIA 81NH TU NHAN CHINH TR! VI~T NAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

PO BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058 

March 3, 1988 

The Honorable Stephen J. Solarz 
Chairman 
Committee on Foreign Affairs 
1536 Longworth, HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Honorable Solarz: 

It was with great elation that we learned of the release of a number of 
Vietnamese political prisoners at the Lunar New Year. We are convinced 
that this development owes much to Resolution 212 which Congressman 
Dornan and yourself so kindly sponsored. Also, I would like to share with 
you my special joy that my own husband was among the group most recently 
released. 

As you are aware, the ultimate goal of our Association will not, however, be 
reached until all prisoners are released and reunited with their families either 
in the United States or in other countries. In this endeavor, it is a great 
encouragement for members of our Association to know that we can rely on 
your unwaivering support to obtain the release of the remaining prisoners 
stili incarcerated and their expeditious resettlement and reunification with 
their relatives in countries of their choice. 

In closing, we wish to express our sincere and eep gratitude for your 
continuing support. 

Very truly 

Kluc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 
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HOI CIA f)INH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM-. . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

PO. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058 

March 2nd, 1988 

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
- Chairman 

Subcommittee on Immigration 
and Refugee Affairs 

United States Senate, SR-315 
Washington D.C., 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

It was with great elation that we learned of the 
release of a number of Vietnamese political prisoners at 
the Lunar New Year. We are convinced that this 
development owes much to Resolution 205 which Senators 
Dole and Pell and yourself so kindly sponsored. Also, I 
would like to share with you my special joy that my own 
husband was among the group most recently released. 

As you are aware, the ultimate goal of our 
Association will not, however, be reached until all 
prisoners are released and reunited with their families 
either in the United States or in other countries. In 
this endeavour, it is a great encouragement for members 
of our Association to know that we can rely on your 
unwaivering support to obtain the release of the 
remaining prisoners still incarcerated and their 
expeditious resettlement and reunification with their 
relatives in countries of their choice. 

In closing, we wish to express our sincere 
gratitude for your continuing support. 

Very 

deep 

Khuc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 
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HOI CIA 81NH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

p,O, BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

March 3. 1911 

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Immigration and 

Refugee Affairs 
United States Senate, SR-315 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

After so many years of strong support on your part and of persistent efforts 
from our Association, we have finally reached our primary goal ... that is to 
secure the release of all political prisoners in Vietnam. We are heartened 
to learn on February 7, 1988 of the announcement by the Vietnamese Government 
of the release of all political prisoners this year, at the Vietnamese New Year; 
and from the U.S. Government of their acceptance of these prisoners for 
resettlement in the U.S. 

As you are aware, thirteen years of incarceration under exteremely hard 
conditions since 1975 have resulted in rapidly declining health for all of these 
prisoners. Proper medical care and strong support from their families is 
therefore vitally urgent and important at this time. We strongly solicit your 
support for a resolution for an expeditious processing of all released prisoners 
for resettlement in the U.S., or in any other countries of their choice. within 
a period of two years. Such a program will have strong similarities with the 
resettlement program for Amerasian children. 

In closing we wish to express our gratitude for your strong and cont inuing 
support of our Association and for the issue of the political prisoners' release 
in Vietnam. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I rem 

Yours truly. 

- KHUC MINH THO (Mrs.) 
President 
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HOI CIA DINH fU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P,O, BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205'()635 
TELEPHONE: 703- 560-0058 

POLITICAL PRISONER REGISTRATION FORM 
(Two Copies) 

IV # 9741 

VEWL. # ---,4)!~--
1-171 : ~Yes~ 

The purpose of this form is to identify persons who are 
or were formerly interned in re-education camps in Vietnam, 
so that eligibility for U.S. admission via the Orderly 
Departure Progra~ can be established. 

1. APPLICANT IN VIETNAM __ .J{.1I~~1=-,..-__ _ 

Last ~oc HI le 

2. 

3. 

Current Address 140A Ly Chinh Thang, Quan 3, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

Date of Birth 11/22/1916 

, Previous Occupation before 1975 
(Rank & Position) 
TIME SPENT IN RE-EDUCATION CN1P 

Place of Birth __ ~_V_i_e_t_n_a_m_' ______ __ 

High Ranking Offieia~ of the former VN 
Goyernment, holding various important 
positions in different fields. 
Dates : From 07/ 7 5 To ... O""9u/ ..... ! ..... 9"'8.,.O'--____ _ 

SPONSOR'S NAME: His three ehildJen who are residing in the U.S. 
ame , 

Vu Quoe Thuy -- 7238 Young N.W. Olympia, WA 98502 

Address , Telephone 
(206) 866-3944 

• 
4. NAMES OF RELATIVES/ACQUAINTANCES IN THE U.S. 

Name, Address , Telephone Relationship 

PLEASE' SEE' ADDITIONAL INFORMATIOI AT THE BACK, OF THIS, SHEET'. 
.. , --:. t. . '. . "\. 

If you are eligible to file for the applicant under Category I of the 
ODP criteria and have not filed an Affidavit of Relationship (AOR), 
you are encouraged to do so. Also, persons in the U.S. who are 
e,ligible to ,petition for relatives in Vietnam on INS Form 1-130 
must do so. 



Page 2 

5. NAME OF PRINCIPAL APPLICANT (PA) 
(Listed on page 1) 

VII OlIoe THONG 

NAME OF DEPENDENT/ACCOMPANYING RELATIVES DATE OF BIRTH RELATIONSHIP 
PA. 

LAM THI TINH 02/06/1918 Wife 

" --

• 
, 

DEPENDENT'S ADDRESS :(If different from above) 

6. ADDITIONAL,INPORMATION FROM THE ASSOCIATION. This old couple 
are fortunate enough to be interviewed by ODP and given entry visas 
to enter the United States "1981. The unlucky matter is that they 
are not yet given the exit permits given by the Vietnamese communist 
Government. Dr. Vu Quoc Thong has been seriously ill with his 
heart and his gallbladder. He was operated and entered the hospitals 
often without any improvement. His wish is to be able to see his 
children in the U.S. In return, his children, all professionals, 
wish to see their parents so that they can take good care of the 
old and sick parents. 

-
Te 
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flOTICE OF APPROVAL OF RELATIVE IMMIGRANT VISA PETITION 
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EMBASS'( OF" THE 
UNITED STATES OF" AMERICA 

Bangkok, Thailand 

\ . 
11,\1981 May 

J 

.. 
To Nhom It May Concern: 

LAM THI TINH, born 6 February 1918 (IV 9742) VU Quoe THONG, born 22 Ncvember 1916 (IV 9;41) 
" 

Residing at::' 140A Ly Chinh Thang, Quan 3, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

. \ 
1 

, \ has/have been approved for immigrant visa status in :the United States and an immigrant visa . ',-at the American: Embassy i!) Ban;kok. This person (These persons) has (have) sponsors in the United States. 

It is requested that the above named person(s) be issued the necessary documents for departure from Vietnam,and to be interviewed by representatives of the UN High Commission for Refugees (HCR). 

(Nhling) . ngu'oi co ten tren -day 
r.hie;u khim eua nguoi bao lanh 
!:angkok ;'Thailan de;, xin chieu 

. 
da'duocpne ehuan don xin 
tai Hoa Ky, va muon den 
khin tai S~.Qu'n Hoa K9. 

". Xin e':c co quan eh{nh quy~n thi'ch hQp tuy xet ea'p eho (l:hung) nguoi ke"tren voi nhung giiiy to can thiet de' xu~t eanh Vietnam va eho phep (nnung) nguci nay dangky do eho' UNHCR phong viin.· 

"." .-:.,,: ~ '";. 
Certi fie~,:Jrue'\Copy: 
Da te.:,"iO"rjayriL.~' 

''711 Ol~" '(Y1J./J!l.{6"- , 
HARK'BERTHC([), CPT, IISC. AdJutant 
Si 1 as B. HilYs 'Army Communi ty Hospi ta 1 
Fort ·Dr~. Ca' 93Q41 
My conr:;ission expires: fndefinitel,Y 

.... 
" " . 

::-; .. 
~" .. 
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• . ,. 
------------------3?4~~~ 1~1;·,~' 13~ 

!' H'C!'~"5 - >T C-
• ~'" J":"··B~·"'! :~.NG!:('1t 
ld~M -r ~~~~~~T7 ~~SRr~ ~~49 

• "NCT.~~ HN::U'[ ~7725 

e 
~.n. 12~~~: N/A 
~A~~: ?~~rt r.~I~, V~ 

• ~tT!J:.CT: lIt',..l':;~ES/Onp: CASE STATUS-R!.\pnT 
IQuac TRONG, IV-9741) 

• RE!": SENATOR <:VA"~' LETTER or JANUARY 15, 19S7 

i~H~ ~c: TP~ BONORA'LE DANIEL J. EVANS 
• ~!!-7r-2 FAR'!' SEN~TE OFFICE l'-lTIL1)JNG 

~ASBIG=TCN, rc 20510 

• m·lt~ HNATOR EVANS: 

1. !H~S I~ J~ 'ESPO~SE TO ~bUl'r~QDIRY 0' JANUARY 15, 
• H?97 ot: l'EllUF OF YOOR CONSTITUENTS, DRS. 'rElTY P.IW 

nICK VO ANt rs. MY ItHANS VU, CCNCERNING Te: u.s. 
. O~Dr.RLY nf.PA7TUR!. PROGRAM (ODP) APPLICATIONS OF TSEIR 

• "'~RE"IT~, ti(';1 R~SlDING I N VIETNAM- (OUR FILl' '4U!1PESS 
~RH~ IV-9741-2/C-142A/PTD). 

• 2. 11< 198'-:, It4 RESPONSE TO INQlTIRI!:S FROM CON~ilESS'1AN 
'ON~!R tND 'E~MTHF DEPARTrENT OF STATE, yeOR 
C(,NS~I!~~N!S WERE INFORMED TH~T TITEIR PARE~!S' CASE 

.. R~?!!Isr,N'!'s~r; A~OMALY WBICR WE ARE POWERLYSS TO RE~OLVE:. 
UNCLASSIFIFD 

. 
a 

(!.) 

1H'H~ 
G 

FANG[O e7725 1??93?Z 

3. 1~ MAY leSl, TfE onp ISS~Fr & t~~rFF Cf 
o -l'l'l'R!"DrCTICN (LOl) Cf: F??;P" 07 '!'::: vt:'~ F~'l~F'!'~;· 

I~ N0'~~!FP. 1982 T!! VU's PAE~~TS vEaE IN~~E'IE~¥r 
PI ~ R~PR~~~~TATIVI OF TH! UNITED ~ATI~NS alGH o :::C"I':I:.nO"l!R FOR R'F:FO:}EES (UM:CR) A:;l' '!'Hn~ 

u~u 'PPLICA'!'lors wl~E AFPROVFD ~RO~TLY THERE~FTER PY 
1!l1l11 "~E (,DI>. g TEE TI~E OF T!'E INnRVIE~, HC~FVER, 
f{) T~~Y ~rn ~~/r P'A'I/~ EXIT P~F.~I r~ ANr ~~:1E T~E;F~C;F 

""a."'" ~ 'Tl'J r;1f,rtJtt VlenJ4.'I I.fr'Tl!cfl.. TfI~1~ r-AJ;1"7 fi1r8 P3!i;;"; 

, 



A.. t·/ nnUAH 1983, WE Isscrn A SU::UL LOI TO 
& .~~IS'!' T~~ ~.:,rLICANTS lI<i T3tIR nUI"PT TO Q~TAJ.~}/ 
a~Mi ~TI' ?!RMIT~. T~IS WAS TO ~O !VAlt. SINC~'Te! 
," T~S"I'C! O. !~I~ PIR~ITS IS T~! P~~RO~ATIV~ SCL~L1 
• rG' T;c"~ VI~"'}J~"~~:' GOV::RtiM~r:'l', NF.lTtllR !!lE ODP "OR 

.~~ U~?:! IS ~!LE ~O INFLUENCE OR ?XpgrITE THtS 
YATT-::Il. 

o 
". O'IC~ !.nT pn~ITs RAn Bn~l tSSUtD, .W!: ~ILL 
R~~"~ST ~~w ~EDICAL gXA~l~ATIONS. ASSUMIN~ 

4) ~~.'!'I~?A::TCRT R~SUL'l'S, WE WOULD PROCESS THE ::'5£ 
e u A PRIORITY PASIS. IT WO~Ln NOT BE NEC!SSARf 
rc~ rH~ APPLICANTS TO EE RZI~'ERVIPWID. 

o 
HHMR 

• 

o 
~r,H~ 

• 

" 
• HhHr 

" 
• 
• 
• 
IHiH~ 

• 
• 

~. 1 REGR~T I AM NOT ABLE TO GIVE TOO A ~ORt 
r.·ICCU!l.AGIN~ P.~PLY M TalS THIE • 

SI'lC"SR!LY, 
UNCLASS HIED 

U'.jCUS~IFIED 

BANGIO ~772~ 1~0934Z 

~ILLIl~ A. BRO~N 
~"~A!,!;.\ C'lR 
~~~9tC~~ ~~R~!SY 

P~N~~O-. T~A!LA~D 
~RC\.~: 

• 
· 
~ 

· 
.: ·4 

. .~ 

•• .~ 

• 

. l 

K; 
. ~ 

: ~ 

: ~ 

I 
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NGUYEN VAN clO. 
Secret~1)I General 
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AdVisory COmmlttN 
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NGUVeN KUAN UN 

HOI GIA f)iNH TlJ NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 
fAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE, 703-56(){)()5B 

The Honorable Rudy Boschwitz 
United States Senate 
SH-5Q6 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senato~ Boschwitz: 

March 12, 1988 

I had the honor to read a copy of your long letter to 
President ROnald Reagan dated February 25, 1988 concerning 
the refugees situation in the world, especially those from 
Southeast Asia and most particularly, the recently released 
political prisoners and their families in Vietnam. 

Thank you sincerely for your great concern and good heart 
toward our refugees in general and particularly, our former 
re-education camp prisoners and their families in Vietnam. 

Like you, we, the Vietnamese communities in the United 
States, the former re-education camp prisoners and their 
families, other refugees and myself, are hoping and praying 
that the United States Senate and the U.S. Government can 
do somehow that these prisoners and especially the former 
re-education camp prisoners and their families may be soon 
reunited and resettled in this free country. Being released 
from the re-education camps is a big step that the political 
prisoners had made; but, they are still living in fears, 
threats and uncertainty as long as they are still in Vietnam. 
This condition might effect their poor health more and more. 

Again, thank you, and may God bless you and you loved ones 
always. 

Sincerely you 

Khuc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 

, 
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..... , , ...., ..... 

HQI CIA DINH TU NHAN CHINH TRIVIET NAM . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCiATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-{)635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

March 12, 1988 

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Immigration 

and Refugees Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

I would like to sincerely thank you for your good 
concern regarding the former re-education camp prisoners 
and their families in Vietnam. 

I was really touched reading the copy of your letter to 
Secretary of State George P. Shultz dated March 7, 1988 
on this subject. 

Like you, we, the Vietnamese communities in the United 
States, the former re-education camp prisoners and their 
families and myself are hoping and longing for the day 
that these former prisoners and families will be reunited 
and resettled in this just, fair and free country. 

Again, thank you very much, and may God bless y'ou and 
your loved ones always. 

Uhae M~rih Tho (Mrs.) 
President 
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..... , , ..... ~ ...... 

HOI CIA f>INH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

PO. BOX 5435, A~LlNGTON, VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703-56()'OO58 

The Honorable Claiborne Pell 
Chairman 

March 12, 1988 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Pell: 

I would like to sincerely thank you for your good concern 
regarding the former re-education camp prisoners and 
their families in Vietnam. 

I was really touched reading the copy of your letter to 
Secretary of State George P. Shultz dated March 7, 1988 
on this subject. 

Like you, we, the Vietnamese communities in the United 
States, the former re-education camp prisoners and their 
families and myself are hoping and longing for the day 
that these former prisoners and families will be reunited 
and resettled in this just, fair and free country. 

Again, thank you very much, and may the Good Lo d bless 
you and your loved ones always. 

Sincerely 

Kfiuc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 
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HOI CIA f>INH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. A~lINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·56(}()()5B 

MarCh 3, 1988 

The Honorable Robert L. Funseth 
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 
United States Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Honorable Funseth: 

After so many years of strong support on your part and of persistent efforts 
from our Association, we have finlllly reached our primary goal ... that is to 
secure the release of all political prisoners in Vietnam. We are heartened 
to learn on February 7, 1988 of the announcement by the Vietnamese Government 
of the release of all political prisoners this year, at the Vietnamese New Year; 
and from the U.S. Government of their acceptance of these prisoners for 
resettlement in the U.S. 

As you are aware, thirteen years of incarceration under exteremely hard 
conditions since 1975 have resulted in rapidly declining health for all of these 
prisoners. Proper medical care and strong support from their families is 
therefore vitally urgent and important at this time. We strongly solicit your 
support for a resolution for an expeditious processing of all released prisoners 
for resettlement in the U.S., or in any other countries of their choice, within 
a period of two years. Such a program will have strong similarities with the 
resettlement program for Amerasian children. 

In closing we wish to express our gratitude for your strong and continuing 
support of our Association and for the issue of the political prisoners' release 
in Vietnam. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I rema· 

KHUC MINH THO (Mrs.) 
President 
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....... , , ..... , 
HQI CIA 81NH TU NHAN CHINH TR! VI~T NAM 

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058 

March 3. 1988 

The Honorable Robert L. Funseth 
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 
United States Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Honorable Funseth: 

We are elated to learn on February 7, 1988 of the release of a number of 
Vietnamese political prisoners. Such an event would not have been realized 
without your dedicated efforts and that of your staff, for which we are 
deeply grateful. 

As you are aware, the ultimate goal of our Association will not be reached 
until all prisoners are released and reunited with their families either in 
the United States or in other countries. In this endeavor, it is with a great 
encouragement for members of our Association to know that we can rely 
on your unwaivering support to obtain the release of the remaining prisoners 
still incarcerated and their expeditious resettlement and reunification with 
their relatives in countries of their choice. 

In closing, we wish to express our deep and sincere gratitude for your 
continuing support. 

hue Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 
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HOI CIA DINH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . - . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205'()635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

March 26, 1988 

IV# 60518 VEWL# 22386 SPECIAL CHILDREN'S LIST. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This is a most special plea from Mr. and Mrs. Khuc 
regarding their little daughter they were forced to leave 
behind eight years ago while en route escaping from 
Vietnam. They now are trying desperately to be reunited 
with their long lost daughter. 

The little Phuong Thao is now 9 years old and lives 
with her grandmother in Vietnam. Her father, Mr. Khuc, 
was a U.S. Air Force Trainee in Texas and was also a 
political prisoner in Vietnam. This is quite a sad and 

unique case so please do give it your utmost and heartful 
consideration. Please do your best if possible to negotiate 
with the Vietnamese government to issue an exit visa for 
the little Phuong Thao so she could be with her parents 
again. Thank you. 

Her address in VietNam 

Khuc-Hieu Phuong-Thao 
6/3 Tran Phu 
Phuong 4, Qua" 5 
Thanh Pho Ho Chi Minh 
VietNam. 
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..... , '....., ..... 
HQI GIA 81NH TU NHAN CHINH TR! VI~T NAM 

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205.0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

March 12, 1988 

The Honorable Stephen J. Solarz 
Chairman 
Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 
1536 Longworth, HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Solarz: 

I am writing to respectfully request for your assistance 
in having the following case of a Vietnamese refugee. 

The refugee, Miss Nguyen Thi Khen, born on January 31, 
1951, in Phnom-Penh, Kampuchea, now temporarily stays 
at the following address in Thailand: 

Nguyen Thi Khen 
CB: 302660 
V i78 
P.O. Box 18 
Panatt Nikhom 
Chonbury 20140. 

Miss Khen escaped from Vietnam and reached Thailand on 
August 27, 1987. Miss Khen is Vietnamese, born in 
Kampuchea while her father, Nguyen Ngoc Xinh, served as 
an Interpreter for the French Army in Kampuchea. Soon 
after, Nguyen Thi Khen was brought back to Vietnam in 
order for her father to be admitted to the Dalat Military 
Academy on January 3, 1953. Miss Khen then remained in 
Vietnam until the day she arrived in Thailand as a refugee. 
Before the fall of Vietnam, Miss Khen worked for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Vietnam. 

Nguyen Thi Khen's case is a special case which deserves 
a special and favorable consideration. Khen's father, 
a former major, held various posts before he was assigned 
to the Police Forces as Joint Military Police Conunander, 
District V, in Saigon, South Vietnam. During the Tet 
Offensive of 1968, Major Nguyen Ngoc Xinh was mistakenly 
hit by American rocket fired from American choppers on 
June 2, 1968. 

. .. 2/ 



.... 

Major Xinh, together with other high ranking officers 
and soldiers, were killed instantly. Miss Khen became 
fatherless. The only consolation her family and that of 
others received was that "The American Military Police 
Major promised that 'The American Government will take 
care of them'." 

I am sending herewith a complete record of Nguyen Thi Khen 
for your review. 

2. 

Dear Congressman, with all your good concern, understanding 
and help to the Vietnamese people, I am very sure that you 
can help Nguyen Thi Khen so that she will really be able 
to find true freedom in this just, fair and free country. 

Thank you very much for your concern_and 
in this matter. 

Attachments • 

--- Khuc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058 

The Honorable Claiborne Pell 
Chairman 

March 12, 1988 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Pell: 

I would like to sincerely thank you for your good concern 
regarding the former re-education camp prisoners and 
their families in Vietnam. 

I was really touched reading the copy of your letter to 
Secretary of State George P. Shultz dated March 7, 1988 
on this subject. 

Like you, we, the Vietnamese communities in the United 
States, the former re-education camp prisoners and their 
families and myself are hoping and longing for the day 
that these former prisoners and families will be reunited 
and resettled in this just, fair and free country. 

Again, thank you very much, and may the Good Lo d bless 
you and your loved ones always. 

Sincerely 

Rhuc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 
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HQI CIA 81NH TU NHAN CHINH TR! VI~T NAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·56()'()()58 

March 12, 1988 

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Immigration 

and Refugees Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

I would like to sincerely thank you for your good 
concern regarding the former re-education camp prisoners 
and their families in Vietnam. 

I was really touched reading the copy of your letter to 
Secretary of State George P. Shultz dated March 7, 1988 
on this subject. 

Like you, we, the Vietnamese communities in the United 
States, the former re-education camp prisoners and their 
families and myself are hoping and longing for the day 
that these former prisoners and families will be reunited 
and resettled in this just, fair and free country. 

Again, thank you very much, and may God bless y,ou and 
your loved ones always. 

IHiUc M~nh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 7030 56()'OO58 

March 12, 1988 

Mr. Thomas P. Doubleday, Jr. 
Chief, Southeast Asia Division 
Office of Refugee Admission 

and Processing 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 
u.S. Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Doubleday: 

Enclosed please find the following: 

1. Proposals to Expedite the Resettlement of Former 
Vietnamese Political Prisoners dated February 29, 
1988; and, 

2. Questions Regarding Exit Permit for Former Vietnamese 
Political Prisoners dated March 1988. 

So far, our Association has received the answers from 
Mr. Robert L. Funseth on Questions Nos. 1, 2 and 5 of 
of Proposals mentioned above in his statement during the 
dinner organized on November 14, 1987. 

May we now request for your answers on Nos. 3, 4 and 6 
of the Proposals and all three questions dated March 1988, 
since all your answers will be included in our upcoming Special 
Newsletter of April 1988. 

We also would appreciate your giving us more news or any 
information that you like to share them with our members. 

As always, thank you very much for 
concern and assistance. 

Khuc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 

on, 

-
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HQI CIA f)INH TU NHAN CHINH TR! VI~T NAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205·0635 
TELEPHON!:: 703-560-0058 

March 24, 1988 

The Honorable Larry Pressler 
United States Senate 
SR - 411 
Washington, D,C. 20510 

Dear Honorable Pressler: 

On behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
Association, we wish to solicit your assistance in interceding 
for the following persons in order that they might be allowed 
to leave for the United States given their medical conditions: 

1. Mr. Nguyen Van Tu, born on July 18, 1910 in Vietnam: 
IV # 505-903; Exit Visas # 8988-THI, 8987-TH2, 8989-THI 
and 8990-THI. Mr. Tu was formerly a high ranking official of 
the former Government of Vietnam and a U.S. Trainee. Mr. Tu 
and his family have met all the required criteria to enter 
the U.S. They have an exit visa and entry permit. However, 
they need your assitstance in requesting the Vietnamese 
authorities to allow them to be interviewed by the U.S. 
Delegation. 

2. Mr. Nguyen Xuan Liem, born July I, 1922, in Vietnam: 
IV# 524275; VEWL # 37326 and 1-171. A U.S. Trainee, Mr. Liem 
also served as Secretary General of National Economic and 
Financial Council of the former Vietnamese Government. He 
was detained for more than eight years in re-education camp. 
Mr. Liem has been unable to obtain an exit visa. 

3. Mr. Vu Quoc Thong, born November 22, 1916, in Vietnam: 
IV# 9741; VEWL and 1-171 all approved; interviewed and 
physical exam have been completed. Mr. Thong was a high­
ranking official of the former Vietnamese Government, holding 
various important positions in different fields. He was 
imprisoned for five years. He has three children in the 
United States. Dr. Vu Quoc Thong has a severe heart condition 
and gallbladder problems. His only wish is to be able to 
see his three children before he dies. 

In all three cases, the concerned individuals are elderly 
and frail men, whose last wish is to be reunified with their 
family members, who are now American citizens. 

Thank you so much for your kind assistance. 

Enclosure 

Khuc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 



THEIR ADDRESS IN VIETNAM 

1/- Mr. Nguyen Van Tu 
1/50 Ap Cay Sop - Dong Hung Thuan 
Hoe Mon - Thanh Pho Ho Chi Minh, VietNam. 

2/- Nguyen Xuan Liem 
50/4 Hoa Hung - Quan 10 
Thanh Pho Ho Chi Minh • VietNam. 

3/- Dr. Vu Quoe Thong 
140A Ly Chinh Thang - Quan 3 
Thanh Pho Ho Chi Minh, VietNam. 

ATTACHMENT 
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

PO. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·56()'OO58 

The Honorable Larry Pressler 
United States Senate 
SR-411 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Pressler: 

March 25, 1988 

This letter is written to let you know that the prayers 
and thoughts of the members and friends of the Families 
of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association are with you 
and the delegation going to Vietnam in early part of April. 

As you are aware, the Vietnamese Government released 480 
re-education camp prisoners and recently the Vietnamese 
Government released a greater number of political prisoners 
during the Vietnamese New Year (Tet 1988). Most of these 
prisoners are officers and officials of the Armed Forces 
and Government of the Republic of (South) Vietnam. They 
were imprisoned for almost thirteen years because of their 
association with either the former South Government of 
Vietnam or the United States. unfortunately, we are 
told that at least a few hundreds of re-education prisoners 
are still in the hands of the Vietnamese authorities. 

For humanitarian reasons, according to the Presidential 
Initiative of 1984, the U.S. Government has agreed to 
receive 10,000 political prisoners and their families to 
resettle in the United States. Those first released 480 
prisoners and the recently released officers and officials 
were approved by the U.S. Government to immigrate to the 
United States; however, they still have difficulties in 
leaving Vietnam. 

Senator Pressler, we are asking that you please make three (3) 
requests on our behalf to the Vietnamese Government: 

1. Please allow those 480 released in September 1987 and 
those who were recently released in February 1988 to leave 
the country without waiting for the usual confinement 
period of one to five years required by the Vietnamese 
authorities. Naturally, those leaving for the U.S. or 
other Western countries still have to meet the immigration 
criteria set forth by each of these countries. 



--------- ----------------

2. Prior to September 1987, there were many former re­
education camp prisoners released during the past years, 
who were accepted by the U.S. Government to enter the 
United States for resettlement; they too need assistance 
in leaving the country. 

3. Our third request is for the Vietnamese Government to 
free the remaining of the re-education camp prisoners as 
soon as possible. 

We hope that you and members of your delegation can 
convince the Vietnamese that it is in their best interest 
to release the remaining re-education camp prisoners and 
to allow them to emigrate immediately. If the question is 
raised by the Vietnamese - "Will the released prisoners 
engage in anti-communist activities? - please reassure 
them that most of these men are old and sick persons whose 
only wish is to fin~sh their remaining days with their 
families. 

We would like to take this opportunity to submit to you 
the enclosed "Proposals to Expedite the Resettlement of 
Former Vietnamese Political Prisoners" with the hope that 
you will support us on this matter. 

Senator Pressler, please accept the heartfelt gratitude 
of the political prisoners, their families and their 
friends. We appreciate the opportunity to present our 
concerns and requests to you in the hopes t at you will 
be able to bring us good news. 

Sincerely 

Khuc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 

2. 
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HOI CIA f)iNH TU NHAN CHINH TR! VI~T NAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205·0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

March 12, 1988 

Mr. Thomas P. Doubleday, Jr. 
Chief, Southeast Asia Division 
Office of Refugee Admission 

and Processing 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 
U.S. Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Doubleday: 

Enclosed please find the following: 

1. Proposals to Expedite the Resettlement of Former 
Vietnamese Political Prisoners dated February 29, 
1988; and, 

2. Questions Regarding Exit Permit for Former Vietnamese 
Political Prisoners dated March 1988. 

So far, our Association has received the answers from 
Mr. Robert L. Funseth on Questions Nos. 1, 2 and 5 of 
of Proposals mentioned above in his statement during the 
dinner organized on November 14, 1987. 

May we now request for your answers on Nos. 3, 4 and 6 
of the Proposals and all three questions dated March 1988, 
since all your answers will be included in our upcoming Special 
Newsletter of April 1988. 

We also would appreciate your giving us more news or any 
information that you like to share them with our members. 

As always, thank you very much for 
concern and assistance. 

Khuc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President 

on, 

-
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·56().()()58 

PROPOSALS TO EXPEDITE THE RESETTLEMENT OF 
FORMER VIETNAMESe POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Following the release of political prisoners at the 
Lunar New Year, the Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association believes that additional steps 
need to be taken to hasten their reunification with 
relatives currently residing in the United States and 
other countries. Consequently, it proposes the 
following measures for your consideration: 

FOR THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM: 

1. That for the recently released political 
the requirement that they must wait for a 
(confinement period quan che) before 
eligible to apply for resettlement abroad be 
the Vietnamese authorities; 

prisoners, 
full year 

becoming 
lifted by 

2. That the Vietnamese authorities consider 
applications to emigrate by former political prisoners 
as special cases and remove the requirement that they 
must be sponsored by a spouse, children or parents. It 
is proposed that sponsorship by other relatives and 
friends will be sufficient. We are assured by the U.S. 
Government that such former political prisoners would 
also be received for resettlement; 

3. That a special program similar to that of the 
Amerasian children be established to expedite the 
processing of the recently released re-education camp 
prisoners for resettlement in countries of their choice, 
notwithstanding the fact whether or not they have 
relatives currently residing in these countries; and 

4. That this special program will continue to operate 
to help process requests by political prisoners, either 
already released or to be released at a future date, for 
reunification with their relatives and settlement in the 
U.S. and other countries. 



2. 

FOR THE UNITEP STATES; 

1. Continue to press Vietnam to release all political 
prisoners; 

2. Assure that, if these political prisoners are 
allowed to emigrate, adequate budget and resettlement 
number are available to take care of this increased 
requirement; 

~3. Simplify the procedures for issuing Letters of 
Introduction (LOI) by removing the requirement that 
sponsors must be in possession of the 1-171 form; assure 
that LOIs are issued to any of the recently released 
political prisoners who do not have such a letter as 
soon as the names of these political prisoners can be 
ident ified; 

~4. Allow political prisoners who have siblings in other 
countries to apply for resettlement in the United States 
if they so decide; sponsorship for siblings is generally 
a complex and lengthy process in most other countries; 

5. Be prepared to establish a bilateral 
Vietnam to process the political prisoners 
and required by the Vietnamese authorities; 

program wi th 
if necessary 
and 

* 6. Intervene on behalf of 
facilitate their admission 
countries of their choice. 

the political prisoners to 
for resettlement to other 

February 29, 1988 
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HQI CIA DINH TU NHAN CHINH TR! VI~T NAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

PO. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205'()635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

QUESTIONS REGARDING LETTER OF INTRODUCTION FOR FORMER 

VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS 

The Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
Association request your guidance concerning the following 
questions and appreciates any assistance you can provide 

1. It is the Association's understanding that the 
United States agrees to resetle political prisoners who 
desire to come to the United States and who the Vietnamese 
government will allow to emigrate. However, some former 
political prisoners have been rejected by the United States 
on the ground, that they have relatives in third countries; 
sometimes even very distant relatives. The Association 
would appreciate a confirmation that this is not the policy 
of the Department of State. As we become aware of these 
cases, we will notify the Department of them for your kind 
assistance. 

2. It is the Association's understanding that Letters 
of Introduction will be issued to political prisoners 
without any requirement that they qualify for immigrant 
visa. However, we have become aware of cases where LOI's 
have been refused because the relative's petitioners in, the 
United States had not yet become American citizens and 
could not qualify their parent political prisoners for 
an immigrant visa. The Association would appreciate 
confirmation that this is contrary to Department policy. 
We will notify you of any such cases for your assistance. 

3.In the case of former political prisoners who are 
the beneficiaries of an approved immigrant visa petition, 
could they be classified as refugees rather t~an landed 
immigrants upon their arrival in this country. This 
classification greatly affects the kind of assistance 
they can hope to obtain from the Government and, as you 
know, the particularly difficult experience which the 
prisoners have had make it likely that some will need 
~re assistance than the usual immigrant. 

March 1988 
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL f,'RISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205·0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560·0058 

March 11, 1988 

The Honorable Rudy Boschwitz 
United States Senate 
SH-506 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Boschwitz: 

After so many years of strong support on your part and 
of persistent efforts from our Association, we have 
finally reached our primary goal •.. that is to secure 
the release of all political prisoners in Vietnam. We 
are heartened to learn on February 7, 1988 of the 
announcement by the Vietnamese Government of the release 
of all political prisoners this year, at the Vietnamese 
New Year; and from the U.S. Government of their acceptance 
of these prisoners for resettlement in the U.S. 

As you are aware, thirteen years of incarceration under 
exteremely hard conditions since 1975 have resulted in 
rapidly declining health for all of these prisoners. 
Propermedical care and strong support from their families 
is therefore Vitally urgent and important at this time. 
We strongly solicit your support for a resolution for 
an expeditious processing of all released prisoners for 
resettlement in the U.S., or in any other countries of 
their choice, within a period of two years. Such a program 
will have strong similarities with the resettlement 
program for Amerasian children. 

In closing we wish to express our gratitude for your 
strong and continuing support of our Association and 
for the issue of the political prisoners'release in 
Vietnam. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I rema 

Very truly yo rs, 

~huc Minh Tho (Mrs.) 
President. 


