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'" 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD - SENATE S 1753 

2 yean, ... desisn&t-

of the Domf'JIUc Volunt.eer 
"'je,creliallr1973 Ia &mended by _. , and _rtlne "Director". 

maInlng political prlaonera-many now' 
In their later years-a.nd allow them 
once aga.ln to Join tbelr famllies. And 
we urge our own a.dmJnlstra.tIon to 
ensure that no stone Is left untumed 
In the essential task of reuniting these 
famllies. 

SlIC. 2. 'lb. Secretary of the BeDate shall 
transmlt • cop), ot, thla resolution to the 
PresIdent. -' , • 

Mr. SARBANES. 1 move to recollllid· 
er the vote by whlch the Senate reso­
lution was agreed to, and I move to lay 
that motion on the table. 

The motion to Iay on the table was 
a&reed to. 

ORDERS FOR TOMORROW' 
SARBANES. Mr. PresIdent, I 

reconsider the vote. 1 move to 
motion to reconsider. 

me,tlo,n to lay on the table was 

The season of TET-the VletnlLtnese 
'new year-Ia Just around the comer. 
For Vietnamese In Vietnam and 
around the world, It Is a time of hope 
and renewa.1 and a time to acknowl· 
edge family and friends. I believe It Ia 
Important. on the eve of this Impor. Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, on 
tant Vietnamese observance. that the beha.1f of the majority leader, 1 ask 
Senate let these prlaonen and their unanimous consent that when the 
famlUes know that they are not forc Senate completes Its business today It 
gotten, and that we continue In our d- stand In recess unW 10:30 a..m.; Thurs­
forts to reunited them In freedom. day. February 7; that following the 

UPON THE GOVERN· Mr. President, I want particularly to prayer. the Journa.1 of the proceedings 
OF VIETNAM TO PERMIT d th ... -~ fl ~- th 'POIJTICAL PRISONERS TO cornmen e unt" ....... eo .... of the ',be deemed approved to date; at tal· 

FamIlIes of Vietnamese Political PrIa- lowing the tlme for the two leaders 
' DEPART onen Association, under the able lead· there be a period for morning business 
Mr. SARBANE8. Mr. President, I ershlp of Mrs. Khuc MInh Tho. The not to extend beyond 11:30 a.m., With 

ask unanimous consent that' the tamllles have been an InspIra.tlon to WI Senators permitted to spealt tbereln 
Senate proceed to the immediate con· all. as they have at.ru,gled to succeed for up to 10 minutes each. 

ul slderatlon of' Senate Resolution 51, In America, while copln, With the long The PRESIDING OFFICER. With. 
J submltte<l earller today by Senators separation from loved ones atUI In out obJection, It Ia so ordered. ' .& KEmiEDv, 1 PELL, SIMPSOfl. LOGAR, Vietnam. 
, McCAll<. and PACKWOOD. regarding po- Mr. PresIdent. I am pleased to join 

litical prisoners In Vietnam now at the With my colleaaues In uralnl the Sen· 
desk. ate's adoptIon of this Important and 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The tlmely resolution. 
resolution will be stated by title. The PRESIDING OFFICER. U 

The assistant legislative clerk read there be no further debate, the ques-
as follows: tlon Ia on agreeln, to the resolution. 

A resolution (5. Res. 51) call1nlc upon the' The resolution (S. Res. 61) was 
Government at Vietnam to permit political agreed to. ' 
prisoners from the fonner Government of The preamble was agreed to. 
South Vietnam to depart Vietnam and re- The resolUtion, with Its preamble, 
unlte with their famllles In the Unlted reads as follows: 
States. ' . B.lbs. 61 

Tbe PRESIDING OFFICER. Is Whereas almost 16 years have paaaed 
there objectIon to tbe immediate con· since the end of the Vietnam war; 
sideratlon of the resolution? Whereas the Senate. In .. resolution 

RECESS UNTIL 10:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW, , 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. PresIdent,' If 
there Is no further business to come 
before the Senata today, I now ask 
unanimous consent, that the Senata 
stand In recess under the prevtous 
order untU 10:30 a.m.; on Thursday; 
February 7. 1991. " : 

There beini no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:58 p.m., recessed unW Thursday, 
February 7, 1991, atlO:30 a.m. .. 

There being no obJection, the Senate adopted on Ma¥ 1. 1987. called upon the NOMINATIONS 
proceeded to conSider the resolution. ~~=~~..!'l~~"u.~::~=e~ Executive nominations received by 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President. th S F b 6 1991· almost 4 years ago. Senator DoLE and held .... result of thelr previOWI association e enate e ruary, : 
I submitted a resolution ca.1ling on the with the Government at SOuth Vietnam 

prior to 1915" and to permit IIriaoners to 
Government of Vietnam to release the Join th.ir families abroad: 'RQCEW!:LL ANTl'IONT SCBJI ...... O. CAlJl'ORKlA, 

thousands of political prlsoners-offl· Wher .... durina the p ... t three ,ears the ~o~Jg'.'i,';l'. ~~'i.~ ....... cz. VI"" 
clals and soldiers from the former Oovernment of the SoclalJst Republic ot 
Saigon regime held at that time In re- Vietnam bas released 11inl1lcant numbers of 
education camps-and to allow them political prisoners from .. rtHducaUon 
to reunite with their famlUes abroad. camP." and h... permitted _ former 

Today. we agaln submit a resolution prisoners to Join their families .. broad: and 
on the subject of polltlcal prisoners In Where.. at I .... t 150 oWciala of the 

L\.!lR.T OOLDWA'fD ICBOLAASRlP Aft']) 

UCELL!l'fCE Df IDUCATIOft rotnfDAnol'l 
IIAlfS !l.. JlAlUt. or 1'£L\B. TO m: A ILI:N:BER OP 

TRB 8OMO or TR08TJ:E8 or no:: BARRY 001.1> 
WATDt 8CBOI.JJtSBIP AND EXCELLENCE Uf J:DUCA.. 
nON roUHDAnoH FOR A 'n:RM &%Pl8l1'IQ APJUL iT, 
1 .... (R&APPOll'l'NEMT. former Oovernment of South Vietnam 

Vietnam. But much has changed over nonethel""" remain in "re-ed_tlon camps" 
the last 4 years, and there has been Ln Vietnam. and thousands at lormer prtaon. JU,rIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON' ED'DCA'llONAl. 
considerable progress In galnlng the en still have been unable to reunlte with RESEAIlCB AND DlPROVDlEM'r 
release of politlca.1 prisoners. and In their families in the Unlt.ed States and else­
expediting procedures for their emi· where: Now. therefore. be It 
gration. Ruolo.d, That II Ia the ae ..... of the 

In 1987. the political prisoner popu· ~~~~:~J;;'vernmenl of the Soc!allst Re­
lation In Vietnam numbered several 
tbousand. Today. only about 150 prls· re~Ctha: r~= -.;::'J'i\~ ~J:~:noto be7d 
oners are still In reeducation ClLtnps. In as a resUlt of thelr previous association with 
1987. very few were permitted to leave the Government ot SOuth Vietnam prior to 
Vietnam for resettlement abroad. But 1975: 
over the past 2 years. hundreds have (2) the Oovernment of tb. Soc!allst Re­
been able to depart and reunite with public of Vietnam shoUld permit the expedi· 
their families. Ilous departure of those former prlaone .. 

wishing to depart Vietnam: and The progress of the past 4 years Is to (3) the President and the Secretary of 
be commended. However. there is still State IhoUld continue to Idve highest. prlor1~ 

,much to be done. With thiB resolution. ty to efforts to speed and f""llItate the re­
we urge the Vietnamese Govenunent union of former prlsonen with thel.r faml· 
to take tbe final step to release all re- lies In tb. Unlted States. 

8ANJ)RA MD..Ul. Or W18CONSIN. TO lSI: A KD!8ER 
or TO NATIONAL ADVISORY COtJ}fCIL OK EDUCA­
TlOHAl.:RESEARCH AMD UU'ROv&YDn' PO" A TERM 
EXPIRDIO 8EP'I'DIIlER SO, UtI, no wu..z..tAlI c 
OOJ:l'Z. ' 

IlAl'IORAL OCZ,UnC AND ATMOSPBElUC 
ADYDfUTRA'IIOR 

REAR ADM'. JAMES A. YEAOER J'OJ\ AP'POnrnn:HT 
TO Tal: GRADE OP REAR ADNlRAJ. (O--ll, W1IILE SERV· 
INO IN It. POSmOH OP DlPORTANCJ: AJrfD RESPOHSl· 
BILfIT DESJONA'rEJ) lilT THE SECRETMT or CON· 
MEJtCE AlJ WA.R.R.Alf1'D'{Q TBAT ORADS Of na: KA­
nONAL QCE.AN1C AND AN08PBERIC .AD~ 
TJONAND 

BUR. ADN. RATVOND L. 8PIZR I'OR APPOnrna::NT 
TO nm QRADE or RtAR ADMIRAL (LOWER BALI") ( .. 
U WBu.& I51:RVINQ Of A POSmOH or PIPORTANCZ 
AJlD RISPOI'fBlBlUTY D£8lGrfATED BT 'I'!IS 8ECIiJ:. 
TART OF COllDlERCE lIB W.AJtRAJn1NO 'I'lUT ORADE 
IN TBl!: NA"l"lOMAL OCEANIC .AND ATMOSPJIERlC .AI). 
wnnSTRA'J10N, UNDER TJU: PROVllDONS or TrI'I.II 
A. tDfl"l"t:I)8TATJa CODS, SllCTIOH uaa, 



FRANK R. WOLF 
TENTH DISTRICT, VIRGINIA 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

•
~,0.! ,,~-. 

" . 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515 

January 31, 1991 

Thank you for your letter letting me know 
that your organization continues to support 
congressional action calling for the release 
and emigration of Vietnamese re-education camp 
detainees. 

I appreciate and share your interest and 
as you know, I introduced H.Con.Res. 113 in 
the 101st congress regarding this matter. 

I wanted to let you know that I will 
again be introducing a resolution calling for 
the Vietnamese government to release all 
political prisoners and look forward to the 
support of the Families of Vietnamese 
Political Prisoners Association in the passage 
of this legislation. 

Thank you again for writing and please 
continue to let me know about matters of 
interest to you. 

Mrs. Khuc 
President 

ly, 

Con ress 

Families of Vietnames Political Prisoners 
Association 
P.O. Box 5435 • 

Arlington, ~;';;'22t:;:l; so;ff:.J' 
• 
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KHUcMNIn«:l 
NGUYEN THIIWIH 
NauvEN 0U'i'NH GIAO 
NGUYilN vAHGI& 
NGUv§lxuAN Wi 
HIb'LOWMAN 
TRANKIACUNG 
TflAN THI F'tlIdNo 

Ban ~p HIInh T.lI. 
EXI!Q!IIy. Anent 

KHUcMNIn«:l PN_,. 
NoovEN ouYNH GIAO 
_.!~YIco-_ I""'" KIA DUNG 
2ndYlco-~ 

NGUY§I vAH GIOI 
_.~Gonorol I""'" THI F'tlIdNo 

DIP!IIY SocrNry 
. ~ JY§j TH! IWIH 

r ....... 

c6vtnOoiln 
AdyIpy Cgmmittat 

..... , , ....., .... 
HOI CIA 81NH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 

Mr. James Williard 
Chief, Southeast Asia 

Admissions Division 

TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

February 19. 1991 

8ureau for Refugee Programs 
Room 1237 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Williard: 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association in hopes of being able to establish a regularly 
scheduled meeting, quarterly or every two months. 

Realizing that you have a hectic schedule and priorities and deadlines 
to meet, it would be helpful if you could let us know the feasibility of 
meeting with you to discuss some of the numerous cases that we have. 
The preferred meeting time would be late afternoon, around 3:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Once we are able to agree upon the frequency and time 
scheduled it would be easier to commit to a date each month for the 
meeting. Currently it has been suggested that we start meeting with 
you in April, June, August, October and December 1991. 

Please contact me regarding the availability of your time and the 
feasibility of this idea. We feel that it is extremely important to 
spend quality time with you to go over some of the difficult and 
unique circumstances of various cases that have been brought to our 
attention. 

Thanking you in advance for your consideration of is request. 

KMT Irh 

Sincerely. 

--rM",,) Khuc Minh Tho 
President 
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 

Geneva, February 8, 1991 

Dear Sirs, 

We thank you for your letter, dated January 14, 1991, that 
you sent to the attention of Mr. Cornelio Sommaruga, 
President of the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

We know and appreciate your concern and endeavours in 
favour of your people in Vietnam. We can assure you that 
the ICRC, either from Geneva or through its delegation in 
Hanoi, sustains its constant and longstanding efforts to 
get access to persons still remaining in re-education camps 
in Vietnam. 

We are sending copy of your letter as well as of it 
annexes to our delegation in Hanoi. 

Our delegate will certainly get in touch with the VRCS as 
regards the Tet parcels. However our hopes are modest 
indeed to obtain better results, when we consider the 
difficulties encountered up to now. 

With my best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

J. 
Roger Rappaz 

Head of South East Asi 

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE 
POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, 
VA 22205-0635 

UNITED STATES 

19, AVENUE DE LA PAlX _ CH-120:2 GENEVE • rt.l1:PHONE: (022) 734 80m - rt;L£GRAMME: INTERCROIXROUGE - rt.LEX: 22 269 - rtL1.FAX: {022} 733 20 57 -CHEQUES POSTAUX: 12-5527-6 
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~ o&1g Qujn Til 
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KHJcMNIlHO 

=llil~ 
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Execut!yt Anent 

.Av«nOoan 
AcMIQIY CgmmlttM 

..... , ... ....." .... 
HOI CIA DINH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

PO. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560.Q05B 

February 22, 1991 

Mr. James Williard 
Chief, Southeast Asia 

Admissions Division 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 
Room 1237 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Williard: 

On behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 
I would like to thank you for your prompt response and agreement to our 
proposal submitted February 19, 1991. 

We would like to suggest that the first meeting be scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 9, 1991 at 3:00p.m. with subsequent meetings scheduled for the second 
week of each month on a Tuesday afternoon. 

We are indeed very excited about the possibility of sharing informat ion 
with you and are appreciative of your supportive response. We think that 
by working collaboratively we will be successful in the achievement of our 
goals. 

Please feel free to contact me with confirmatio of the proposed first 
meeting date and time. 

Sincerely, 

KMT/lrh 
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ii. 

c6vlnOoin 
AcMeont Cgnm"," 

, " ...., .... 
A f)INH TU NHAN CHINH TR! VI~T NAM 

IES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

f-0' BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205.0635 
, TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

", 

Mr. James Williard 
Chief, Southeast Asia 

Admissions Division 

February I~, 1991 

Bureau for Refugee Programs 
Room 1237 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Will iard: I 

I a~ writing to yo~ on behalf of {he .Fammeso,',. Vietn.amese Political 
Prisoners Association In hopes 0 bemg able to e$tabhsh a regularly 
scheduled meeting, quarterly or . very two months. 

i ',' 

Realizing that you have a hecticl schedule"andpriorities and deadlines 
to meet, it would be helpful if y~u could,let us J,ulow the feasibility of 
meeting with you to discuss som of th!JlIumerous cases that we have. 
The preferred meeting time wou d be Iilte, .fternoon, around 3:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Once we are able ~o agree ~ the frequency and time 
scheduled it would be easier to q,mmit, t4i::~te each month for the 
meeting. Currently it has been ~uggest,~:,tlit we start meeting with 
you in April, June, August, Octo\ler and'DeCi:ember 1991. 

Please contact me regarding the~availability of your time and the 
feasibility of this idea. We feel hat it is extremely important to 
spend quality time with you to g over some of the difficult and 
unique circumstances of various 'cases that have been brought to our 
attention. 

Thanking you in advance for y is request. 

---~--J("Mn.) Khuc Minh Tho 
President 

KMTlrh 

\'--'':: " 



A quick reference aid on US foreign policy 

POW-MIAs in SoutheaSt A'sla 
Background 

Some 2,288 Americans remain missing c 
or unaccounted for as a result of the 
conflict in Southeast Asia. Unfortu­
nately, many missing Americans will 
never be recovered; more than 400 
individuals were lost over water. 
Another 450 loss locations are un­
known. While accepting the statisUcal 
realities, the US also recognizes that 
full cooperation from the governments 
concerned cou;'; • ,')vide additional 
information on the fate of hundreds of 
these missing Americans. 

us Pancy . :" If 
< , • " "~': -' ..t,$ 

Sintie the fall.l!tS/l~in 1975. :h.1JS 
nnd Vjetnam h, ~e " t pad dil i:JIJlatiC 
relaUooa,}lnd~h" ~1l11 ~tained its 
tr_1e.mbGl-go . ... This has 
been' peri of a ~M'nalltrategy de­
silPlll!tta;enco\!~ Hanoi!s coopera· 
.tiOJij~r$cntng a politicallllt.t1emenl' 
for. q~ia·and in resolving~" .. 
POl\fIM!){' [prlsoner-ot-war/iJIi!8irig· in­
nc~iwJ issue and other l\Ult <Ai~rian 

c . cQ~8. Normal~iolfGt relations 
~ai\ occUr only in the context of a 
Cainliqrlla settlement; the pace and 

;gCllPe\ICthat process will be directly 
affectf/ll by Vjetl\lll)l'S cooperation on 
POWf}fIAs and con other humanitarian 
iS~$'ofjmportence to the US. 

. ~s a'matter of the highest national 
priority, President Bush has committed 
~Ic c'USto the return of anyone who c •.•. 

c m gl\t still be held captive, obtaining , 
the fullest possible accounting for those 
still missing, and repatriating recover-

. "b\e remains of those who died serving 
';c<lur country. 

", 

In pursuance 
. the US has 

at the 
intelligence elI.orts. 
thus far been 
Americans are still against 
their will, the information .vailable 
precludes ruling out that Pj>ssibility. 

Americans Missing (Ir 
Unaccounted For 

Vietnam 
Laos 
Cambodia 
Chlna(aoastal waters) 

Total 

Americans AccountE'd 
For Since 1973 

Vietnam 
Laos 
China 

Totat 

1,670 
529 

83 
6 

2,288 

252 
41 

2 

295 

Since the end of the w r, the US 
has received 12,9'3 report relevant to 
the POWIMIA is!olle, most of them from 
Indochinese refugees. Of at total, 
1,477 are first-hand, live-s ghting 
reports. About 68% of th e have been 
correlated with American who were in 
Indochina but who have si ce returned 
to the US. Another 24% known or 
suspected fabrications. T remaining 
8%, or a little more than 1 0 of the live­
sighting reports, are unre Ived and 
under c,-inuing nvestigation. 
Should we thatlAmericans 
are still ",ewill take 

action tb ensure 

... 

OngOing US Efforts 

,VIetnam. In his meeting on Septem­
ber 29, 1990, with Vietnamese Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach, Secretary 
Baker stressed the Administration's 
unwavering commitment to resolution 
of the POWIMIA issue. He invited the 
Foreign Minister to Washington for the 
express purpose of working out specific 
steps to expedite the accounting for 
missing Americans. 

At that meeting in Washington, 
Gen. John Vessey, Jr. (ret.), the 
President's Special Emissary to Hanoi 
on POWIMIAs, proposed specific steps 
to obtain more rapid results and to 
establish an ongoing, viable program to 
achieve the fullest possible accounting 
of American POW-MIAs: ,. 

• Send a US technical team to Hanoi 
to plan improved joint investigations; 

• Form a joint team of military 
experts and analysts to search for 
historical documention on POW-MIA 
incidents; and 

• Increase unilateral efforts by 
Vietnam to recover and return the 
remains of US personnel. 

Foreign Minister Thach accepted all 
of General Vessey's proposals, and he 
announced that Vietnam and Laos had 
agreed to tripartite cooperation with 
the US to investigate cases of Ameri­
cans who disappeared in areas of Laos 
where Vietnamese forces operated 
during the war. It is our strong hope 
thnt the joint agreement on these 
proposals will lead to a decision in 
Hanoi to produce quick, decisive actions 
that will accelerate results . 

In the last 2 years, 12 joint investi­
gations have been conducted in Viet­
nam, focusing on incidents where 

December 31, 1990 



Americans were .last known to have d"1'Pped,sharpIY'/n the pas ~ear, Tliell < 

been in the custody of Vietnamese irrAugUst ajoint:lnvestigat on showSlt, 
forces or on Americans abou~ whom the signs o(in<:reased:Yietnam e coopera. 
Vietnamese would likely have knowl· tion. I.the foJlQliing mont ,20 
edge. Over the same period,'aeveral remaina were re~iated ~, rorther " 
technical meetings have beel\ held to . scientific analysis in Hawai , and' , 

. enhance joint efforts and to encourage imothl!i-10 remains were r . akiated in 
Vietnam to expand unilateral action to Novemoer:, .. , ' 
resolve cases. The increased level of Laos. '1'he·,Laogovern ent has 
joint activities, however, did not .,in~rllased CQOP<if!'t.i~lI.QJ).t POWI 
produce a commensurate level of ;tMrJtilisuei~ ~qii¥~' n 19!:l9, 
results. The greatest progress occurred Laos agrellll.W c9rijl\iet ye ·round 
through Vietnam's unilater~1 return of actJvitlis'lfiJ; fli·t\ljrfy·1990 'to exp~nd , 
remains, and, even in this afea, progress eooperatloh:'fIirt1!el .... We h ve con-

,. 

ducted a series bf12 joint s rveys and 
4 joint excavations of6 airc aft crash 

I 

a 

sites in the past year. We expect to 
conduct more activities in early 1991. 
Because more than 80% of American 
losses in Laos occurred in areas where 
Vietnamese forces were operating at 
the time, resolution of these cases will 
also require cooperation from Vietnam . 

Cambodia. In July 1990, a US 
government forensic team traveled to 
Cambodia to examine the first reltlains 
made available by officials in Phnom 
Penh. The team repatriated six of 
those remains for further scientific 
review still underway, • 

} 
, 

If." 

..;, 
. , 

',!'. , . 

.. 't, 
t 
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HQI CIA 81NH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS 'ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON, VA 22205·0635 

Mr. James Williard 
Chief, Southeast Asia 

Admissions Division 

TELEPHONE: 703·560·0058 

February 19, 1991 

Bureau for Refugee Programs 
Room 1237 
Depart ment of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Williard: 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association in hopes of being able to establish a regularly 
scheduled meeting, quarterly or every two' months. 

Realizing that you have a hectic schedule and priorities and deadlines 
to meet, it would be helpful if you could let us know the feasibility of 
meeting with you to discuss some of the numerous cases that we have. 
The preferred meeting time would be late afternoon, around 3:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Once we are able to agree upon the frequency and time 
scheduled it would be easier to commit to a date each month for the 
meeting. Currently it has been suggested that we start meeting with 
you in April, June, August, October and December 1991. 

Please contact me regarding the avai lability of your time and the 
feasibility of this idea. We feel that it is extremely important to 
spend quality time with you to go over some of the difficult and 
unique circumstances of various cases that have been brought to our 
attention. 

Thanking you in advance for your consideratio f this request. •. . 

KMT Irh 

--(M;s.) Khuc Minh Tho 
President 
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HOI CIA £)INH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

February 22, 1991 

Mr. James Williard 
Chief. Southeast Asia 

Admissions Division 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 
Room 1237 
Department of State 
Washington. D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Williard: 

On behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 
I would like to thank you for your prompt response and agreement to our 
proposal submitted February 19. 1991. 

We would like to suggest that the first meeting be scheduled for Tuesday. 
April 9. 1991 at 3:00p.m. with subsequent meetings scheduled for the second 
week of each month on a Tuesday afternoon. 

We are indeed very excited about the possibility of sharing information 
with you and are appreciative of your supportive response. We think that 
by working collaboratively we will be successful in the achievement of our 
goals. 

Please feel free to contact me with confirmation the proposed first 
meeting date and time. 

KMTllrh 

Sincerely. 

------­____ fMi's.fKhUC Minh Tho 

President 
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Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho 
Families of vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association 

P.O. Box 5435 
Arlington, virginia 22205-0635 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

United States Department of State 

Wwhillgton, D, C. 20520 

February 21, 1991 

In response to your letter dated February 19, I would be 
pleased to meet with you and other members of your organiZation 
on a regular basis. 

The proposed meetings in April, June, August, October, and 
December are acceptable. I also agree that the late afternoon 
would be a good meeting time, although I suggest we avoid 
Fridays since there are often many last minute interruptions 
leading up to the weekend. Please let me know the specific 
dates you have in mind, and I think we can set a firm schedule. 

Thank you for your proposal. 

Sincerely, ~ 
Jamt;-;: ~d 
Chief, Southeast ~sia 

Admissions 
RP/RAP/SEA 
U.S. Department of State 
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HOI CIA 81NH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205.()63S 
TELEPHONE: 703·56Q.OOSB 

February 19. 1991 

Mr. James Williard 
Chief, Southeast Asia 

Admissions Division 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 
Room 1237 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Williard: 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association in hopes of being able to establish a regularly 
scheduled meeting, quarterly or every two months. 

Realizing that you have a hectic schedule and priorities and deadlines 
to meet, it would be helpful if you could let us know the feasibility of 
meeting with you to discuss some of the numerous cases that we have. 
The preferred meeting time would be late afternoon, around 3:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Once we are able to agree upon the frequency and time 
scheduled it would be easier to commit to a date each month for the 
meeting. Currently it has been suggested that we start meeting with 
you in April, June, August, October and December 1991. 

Please contact me regarding the availability of your time and the 
feasibility of this idea. We feel that it is extremely important to 
spend quality time with you to go over some of the difficult and 
unique circumstances of various cases that have been ought to our 
attention. 

Thanking you in advance for your considerat io f this request. 

KMTlrh 

(Mrs.) Khuc Minh Tho 
President 
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 

Mr. James Williard 
Chief, Southeast Asia 

Admissions Division 

TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058 

February 19. 1991 

Bureau for Refugee Programs 
Room 1237 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Williard: 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association in hopes of being able to establish a regularly 
scheduled meeting, quarterly or every two' months. 

Realizing that you have a hectic schedule and priorities and deadlines 
to meet, it would be helpful if you could let us know the feasibility of 
meeting with you to discuss some of the numerous cases that we have. 
The preferred meeting time would be late afternoon, around 3:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Once we are able to agree upon the frequency and time 
scheduled it would be easier to commit to a date each month for the 
meeting. Currently it has been suggested that we start meeting with 
you in April, June, August, October and December 1991. 

Please contact me regarding the availability of your time and the 
feasibility of this idea. We feel that it is extremely important to 
spend quality time with you to go over some of the difficult and 
unique circumstances of various cases that have been brought to our 
attention. 

Thanking you in advance for your consideratio 

KMT Irh 

--(Mrs.) Khuc Minh Tho 
President 



HOI GIA-DiNH TU-NHAN CHINH-TRI VIETNAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, Arlington, VA 22205-0635 
Tel: (703) 560-0058 - FAX: (703) 204-0394 
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TO : Mr. Robert Funseth FAX #: 202-647-8162 

FROM: Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 
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(from all of us) 



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD - SENATE S 1753 
of 2 years, as deslgnat-

.,ub~lt1on (fX3). by strfklng out 
regional clearinghouses" and 

thereof ·'Clea.r1nghousea··o 

maInlng political prlsoner&-many now 
In their later yea.r&-a.nd allow them 
once again to Join their families. And 
we W1!:e our own admInIstration to 
ensure that no stone III left unturned 
In the essenual task of reuniting these 
families. 

The season of TET-the Vietnamese 
. new year-Is Just around the comer. 
For Vietnamese In Vietnam and 
around the world, It Is a time of hope 

SIlo. 2. The Secretary of the SeDate shall 
transmit .. eoPJ 01. thIa reaoIution to the 
President. - .' 

Mr. SARBANES. I move to reconsid· 
er the vote by which the Senate reso­
lution was agreed to, and I move to lay 
that motion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. YO\l!,!"UloLI~'the DomesUc Volunteer 

"'S.cnotar:I',,1973 Is amended by otl1kfD& " and 1n8ert~ "Dlreetor". 
·SARBANEB. Mr. President, I 
to reconsider the vote. I move to 

and renewal and a time to acknowl· ORDERS FOR TOMORROW . 
edge famIly and friends. I believe It III Mr. BARB .. ~~. Mr. President. on 
Important. on the eve of this Impor· .... ,""" 
tant Vietnamese observance, that the behalf of the majority leader. I ask 
Senate let these prlsonen and their unanimous consent that when the 
families know that they are not for·· Senate completes Its business today It 
gotten, and that we continue In our d- stand In recess untU 10:30 a.m.; Thurs­
forts to reunited them In freedom. day. February 7; that following the 

motion to reconsider. 
,Tbe. Dlotllon to lay on the table was 

UPON THE GOVERN­
VlEI'NAM TO PERMIT 

PRISONERS TO 

Mr. President. I want partlcuJarIy to prayer. the Journal of the proceedings 
commend the untiring e110rts of the·. be deemed approved to date: that fol· 
FamIlies of Vietnamese Political PrI&- lowing the time for the two leaders 
oners Association, under the able lead· there be a period for morntng business 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President. I ershlp of Mrs. Khuc MInh Tho. The not to extend beyond 11:30 a.m.. with 
.: ask unanimous consent that· the families have been an lnaplratlon to WI Senators permJtted to speak therein 

Senate proceed to the immediate con· all, as they have struggled to succeed tor up to 10 minutes each. . 
uI slderatlon of Senate Resolution 51. In America, whJIe copln, with the 10111 The PRESIDING OFFICER. With. 
J submltted earlier today by Senators separation. tram loved ones still In out objection, It Is so ordered. 
.& KEmrEDy. 1 PELL, SDIPSON. LUGAR. Vietnam. 
. McCAIN. and PACKWOOD, regardin, po- Mr. President. I am pleased to Join 

litlcal prisoners In Vietnam now at the with my colleacues In ursini the Sen· 
deslt. ate·s adoption of this \nQ>Ottant and 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The timely resolution. 
resolution will be ststed by title. The PRESIDING OFFICER. If 

The asststa.nt legislative clerk read there be no further debate. the QUes· 
as follows: tlon Is on acreeln, to the resolution. 

A resolution (S. nes. 511 call1n~ upon the· The resolution (S, Res. 61) wa.s 
Government of Vletn&m. to permit polltlcal agreed to. . 
prisoners from the former Government of The preamble was agreed to. 

. South Vletn&m. to depart Vietnam and re- The resolution, with ita preamble. 
unite with their f&mlll.. In the United reada as follows: 
Statea. . s. Roo. 51 

Tbe PRESIDING OFFICER. Is Whereas almost 16 yean have psased 
there objection to tbe immediate con· since the end of the Vietnam war. 
sideratlon 01 the resolution? Whereas the SeDate, In .. resolution 

RECESS UNTIL 10:30 .A.M.. 
TOMORROW· J 

Mr. SARBANEB. Mr. PresIdent.· If 
there· Is no further business to come 
before the Senate today, I now ask 
unanimous consent. that the Senate 
stand In recess under the prevloua 
order until 10:30 a.m., on Thursday; 
February 7, 1991. .. ': . 

There beini no obJection, the Senate. 
at 6:58 p.m.. recessed untU Thursday, 
February 7, 1991. at 10:30 ~ . 

There being no obJection, the Senate &dopted on ~ 1. 198'1. called u!>On the NOMINATIONS 
proceeded to conSider the resolutlolL ~=:~.':fe.:eth=:'~~=;e~ Executive nomtnstlons received by 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President. '~S t F b 6 1991· almost 4 Years ago. Senator DoLE and held as .. result ot their pre.IOUl aasocIaUan w.e ena e e ruary. : 
I suhmitted a resolution calling on the with the Government of South VletDam 

pi"!or to 1975" and to permit prisoners to 
Government of Vietnam to release the join their f&mlll .... broad: . ROCJ<WELl, ANTHONY SCH>IAlILI:. 0. CALIPORHL<, 
thousands of political prlsoners-offl· Whereas durlnS the past t1uee years the ~o:..",'g'.~ ~.J.,'l,~"""'''''' VlCII 
clala and soldiers from the former Oovernment.t tho SoclallA Republic .f 
Saigon regime held at that time In re- Vietnam ha& released slgnllicant numbers of 
education camps-and to allow them political prts.ners from '"re-educatlon 
to reunite with their families abroa.d. camP." and has permitted many former 

Todsy. we again submit a resolution prisone ... to join their flLDlllles abro&d: and 

BAltllT OOLDWAn:R SCB'OLAllSHlP AJtl) 

UCElUl'iCE Df EDUCATION rotnfDATlOJl 

Whereas at least 150 .!IIclals of the 
on the subject of political prisoners In former O.vernment .f South Vletna.tn 
Vietnam. But much has changed over nonethoI ... remain In "re-ed"""tI.n eampo" 
the last 4 years, and there has been In Vietnam. and thousands of former prison.. JUTIONAl. ADVISORY COONCIL ON EDUCATIONAl. 
considerable progress In galning the ers stili have heeo unAble to reunite with IU:SEAIlCB AND DIl'ROVDlEl<"r 

release of pOlitical prisoners. and In their 1&mIlI .. In the United States anAl eJse­
expediting procedures for their eml· where: N .... therel.re, be It 
gration. lWoI •• tl, Tha.t It Is the Rose 01 the 

In 1987. the political prisoner popu· s.:~.~~:~vernment of tho Soclallst Re­
lation In Vietnam numbered several 
tbousand. Today. only about 150 prls· re,:!!:etl~: r!= ~"rI"tt~eo:~~:rato he7d 
oners are still In reeducation camps. In as .. result of their prevlo\18 usocIaUon with 
1987, very few were permitted to leave the Government 01 SOuth Vietnam prior to 
Vietnam for resettlement abroad. But 1975: 
over the past 2 years, hundreds have (2) the Oovernment 01 tho Soclallst Re­
been .. ble to depart and reunite with publlc.f Vietnam shoUld permit the expedl· 
their families. tlous departure .1 those f.rmer prlsone", 

Is .. lshlng to depart Vietnam: OIId 
The progress of the past. years to (3) the Pr .. ldent and the secretary of 

be commended. However, there Is still State shoUld continue to give highest priori· 
much to be done. With this resolution, ty to eflorts 10 ,peed and facilitate the .... 
we urge the Vietnamese Goverrunent union at former prisoners with their taml­
to take the final step to release all re- II", In the United States. 
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FRANK R. WOLF 
TENTH DISTRICT. VIRGINIA 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

1"0 

*
~ .. "'; ... :';.1.." • .. : 

. ' 

~fI' 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515 

January 31, 1991 

Thank you for your letter letting me know 
that your organization continues to support 
congressional action calling for the release 
and emigration of vietnamese re-education camp 
detainees. 

I appreciate and share your interest and 
as you know, I introduced H.Con.Res. 113 in 
the 101st Congress regarding this matter. 

I wanted to let you know that I will 
again be introducing a resolution calling for 
the vietnamese government to release all 
political prisoners and look forward to the 
support of the Families of Vietnamese 
Political Prisoners Association in the passage 
of this legislation. 

Thank you again for writing and please 
continue to let me know about matters of 
interest to you. 

Mrs. Khuc 
President 

ly, 

nk R. Wolf 
ember of Con ress 

Families of vietnames Political Prisoners 
Association 
P.O. Box 5435 ~ 

Arlington, ~;';;'22(;:/; r;f'C.J' -
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HQI CIA f)INH TU NHAN CH(NH TRI VIET NAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POlITICAL PRISONERS ·ASSOClATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 

Mr. James Williard 
Chief, Southeast Asia 

Admissions Division 

TELEPHONE: 703·56()'()()58 

February 19, 1991 

Bureau for Refugee Programs 
Room 1237 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Wi lliard: 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association in hopes of being able to establish a regularly 
scheduled meeting, quarterly or every two' months. 

Realizing that you have a hectic schedule and priorities and deadlines 
to meet, it would be helpful if you could let us know the feasibility of 
meeting with you to discuss some of the numerous cases that we have. 
The preferred meeting time would be late afternoon, around 3:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Once we are able to agree upon the frequency and time 
scheduled it would be easier to commit to a date each month for the 
meeting. Currentiy it has been suggested that we start meeting with 
you in April, June, August, October and December 1991. 

Please contact me regarding the availability of your time and the 
feasibility of this idea. We feel that it is extremely important to 
spend quality time with you to go over some of the difficult and 
unique circumstances of various cases that have been brought to our 
attention. 

Thanking you in advance for your consideratio 

KMTlrh 

-(Mrs.) Khuc Minh Tho 
President 
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Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho 
Families of vietnamese Political 
Pri80ners AS80ciation 

P.O. Box 5435 
Arlington, Virginia 2220S-0635 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

United States Department of State 

Jra&hi~n.D.C.20520 

February 21, 1991 

In response to your letter dated February 19, I would be 
pleased to meet with you and othar members of your organization 
on a regular basis. 

The proPo8ed maetings in April, June, August, October, and 
December ara acceptable. I a180 agree that the late afternoon 
would be a good meeting time, although I suggest we avoid 
Fridays since thare are often many last minute interruptions 
leading up to the weekend. Please let ma know tha specific 
dates you have in mind, and I think we can set a firm schedUle. 

Thank you for your proposal. 

.'+ 
I 

Sincerely, ~ 
Jamt:-;:~d 
Chief, Southeast ~sia 

Admissions 
RP/RAP/SEA 
U.S. Department of State 
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HQI CIA 81NH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM 

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS 'ASSOCIATION 

PO. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058 

February 25, 1991 

Mr. J. Michael Myers 
Counsel 
Subcommittee on Immigration and 

Refugee A ffa irs 
United States Senate 
518 Dirksen Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Myers: 

I am submitting, for your review and consideration, the information 
that the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association would 
like to get to the Appropriations Committee staff of both the Senate 
and the House of Representatives. We would like to suggest that they 
insert language, as indicated in the following, into the HHS/FSA/ORR 
for F Y 1991 appropriation for social services line: 

"Funds appropriated under this section may be used to provide refugee 
social services to former inmates of Vietnamese reeducation camps, 
regardless of whether they have refugee or immigrant status." 

Our rationale for this is based on our belief that: 

o There would be no extra cost 

o This would not work a strain on the already overburdened system 

o It would provide badly needed services, especially employment 
services and opportunities. 

Of the 10-15% immigrants anticipated this year, they will need ESL 
(English as a Second Language) training. In addition, they will need 
employment services and perhaps some short-term job training in order 
to enter the workforce. This language in the appropriation will enable 
service providers to work them into the already existing refugee-serving 
programs simply as marginal add-ons; the small number involved, of whom 
only a portion would take advantage, would not overload the system. 

If you have any questions and/or concerns regarding e above information 
please feel free to contact me. 

~ __ S=--i_ncerely, 

= - (Mrs.) Khuc Minh Tho 
President 
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y kien_ 
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Cam dn Mli:ke nhieu la'm. 
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Mr. J. Michael Myers 
Counsel 

TELEPHONE: 703·560·0058 

February 25, 1991 

Subcommittee on Immigration and 
Refugee Affairs 

United States Senate 
518 Dirksen Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Myers: 

I am submitting, for your review and consideration, the information 
that the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association would 
like to get to the Appropriations Committee staff of both the Senate 
and the House of Representatives. We would like to suggest that they 
insert language, as indicated in the following, into the HHS/FSA/ORR 
for F Y 1991 appropriation for social services line: 

"Funds appropriated under this section may be used to provide refugee 
social services to former inmates of Vietnamese reeducation camps, 
regardless of whether they have refugee or immigrant status." 

Our rationale for this is based on our belief that: 

o There would be no extra cost 

o This would not work a strain on the already overburdened system 

o It would provide badly needed services, especially employment 
services and opportunities. 

Of the 10-15% immigrants anticipated this year, they will need ESL 
(English as a Second Language) training. In addition, they will need 
employment services and perhaps some short-term job training in order 
to enter the workforce. This language in the appropriation will enable 
service providers to work them into the already existing refugee-serving 
programs simply as marginal add-ons; the small number involved, of whom 
only a portion would take advantage, would not overload the system. 

If you have any questions and/or concerns regarding e above information 
please fee I free to contact me. 

-
_ (Mrs.) Khuc Minh Tho 

President 
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" ho 
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dong 
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Thua Ong/Ba, 

,- IV ~.... "'" " • ,I I L I "'" ~ .. 
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'" I ~ 1" - "../ - .....",. .v t" 
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... '" I ~ ,,," ... ... ...... A -" »-
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,,~I ~"" .... ,.. "" ..." A' .., 

De So the duy tri hoat dong lien tyc va xuc tien manh me 
h&n nua c;c c~ng tac tr~n, HSi GDTNCTVN thi~t tha kib goi 

, ",.. "'" ... If!to. I' ',A' £.. A.... "... , 
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co phuong tien dieu hanh. 
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February " 1991 

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Immigration and 

Refugee Affairs 
SR-315 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

On behalf of the political prisoners and their families in the United 

States, around the world, in Vietnam, and especially the prisoners 

still in re-education camps, the Families of Vietnamese Political 

Prisoners Association extend our grateful appreciation to you and 

your colleagues for introducing Senate Resolution 51. 

In addition, the timeliness of S. Res. 51 coincides with the upcoming 

celebration of the Vietnamese New Year, Tet, which will be celebrated 

on February IS, 1991. It is our hope that the Vietnamese government will 

take the final step to release all remaining political prisoners and allow 

them to join their families. 

We would again like to extend our grateful appreciation to you for your 

consistent support and consideration of our efforts and the plight of our 

loved ones still in re-education camps. 

Please feel free to contact us if you feel there is a nee for additional 

supportive documentation, or if we can assist you i 

.• ,!;. 

_--'#1(M.r.::rs.;-j ;;;K:;:huc::~M:i:nh:-;': 
President 

KMT/lrh 


