
The Honorable 
United states Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator 

January 30, 1995 

We are writing to express our deep concern with recent 
decisions by the Administration that will substantially reverse 
the United States' policy of granting haven to Vietnamese 
political prisoners and their families. 

These decisions are based on an erroneous perception that 
Vietnam is now like any other country in the world. Despite the 
trend towards normalizing relations and economic development, 
vietnam is not like any other country. Political persecution is 
still a fact of life, and the people who are being persecuted are 
the very ones that put their trust in the United States during 
the war against the present communist leadership. 

There are three such decisions that have been made without 
any consultation with or between the interested parties, without 
a substantial transitional period, and without any regard to 
Congress' intent in passing the original legislation that allows 
political prisoners to immigrate to this country. 

A decision was taken in early December to exclude unmarried 
children over 21 from "political prisoners cases proposed for 
interview" for admission to the united States. The reasons given 
were: a) a high incidence of fraud; and b) need to conform to 
INS standards applied to other countries. Beside the fact that 
interested parties have not been consulted in the process of 
reaching this decision and that it is inconsistent with the 
spirit of the law governing the program (the "political, or re­
education prisoners program" is an act passed by Congress, which 
was very much concerned with family unity), the reasons given 
simply do not hold water. Reports from U.S. consular offices 
everywhere tell of high levels of fraud in people's attempts to 
come to the United States (reaching over 50% in Bogota, Colombia, 
for instance), but this has never stopped the program. Secondly, 
the admission until now of single, unmarried children over 21 but 
still living in the same household was also a decision by Justice 
and INS in the first place, so it could not have been in 
contravention of united States standards. 



The Honorable 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman 

------------------

January 30, 1995 

We are writing to express our deep concern with recent 
decisions by the Administration that will substantially reverse 
the united states' policy of granting haven to Vietnamese 
political prisoners and their families. 

These decisions are based on an erroneous perception that 
Vietnam is now like any other country in the world. Despite the 
trend towards normalizing relations and economic development, 
Vietnam is not like any other country. Political persecution is 
still a fact of life, and the people who are being persecuted are 
the very ones that put their trust in the united states during 
the war against the present communist leadership. 

There are three such decisions that have been made without 
any consultation with or between the interested parties, without 
a SUbstantial transitional period, and without any regard to 
Congress' intent in passing the original legislation that allows 
political prisoners to immigrate to this country. 

A decision was taken in early December to exclude unmarried 
children over 21 from "political prisoners cases proposed for 
interview" for admission to the united states. The reasons given 
were: a) a high incidence of fraud; and b) need to conform to 
INS standards applied to other countries. Beside the fact that 
interested parties have not been consulted in the process of 
reaching this decision and that it is inconsistent with the 
spirit of the law governing the program (the "political, or re­
education prisoners program" is an act passed by congress, which 
was very much concerned with family unity), the reasons given 
simply do not hold water. Reports from u.s. consular offices 
everywhere tell of high levels of fraud in people's attempts to 
come to the United states (reaching over 50% in Bogota, Colombia, 
for instance), but this has never stopped the program. Secondly, 
the admission until now of single, unmarried children over 21 but 
still living in the same household was also a decision by Justice 
and INS in the first place, so it could not have been in 
contravention of united states standards. 
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In human terms the recent decision penalizes honest people; 
splits families that have made every sacrifice to be together; 
and will cause untold burdens on the families concerned and the 
social services in this country. In the case of splitting 
families, for instance, the father is most likely an allied 
soldier during the Vietnam War, as a result has been submitted to 
communist re-education (i.e. jail) for at least 3 years (during 
which time his family is already split for the first time), the 
whole family underwent discrimination in the new system (many 
sent to arid "New Economic Zones"), now that they are about to be 
admitted as a family to the United states, they are threatened 
again with the splitting of the family. As for the untold 
burdens on the families concerned and the social services in this 
country, a split family will result in the upkeep of two homes 
(one in Vietnam and one in the united states, even though they 
may have had to sell their home in Vietnam to scrape some means 
to come to the United states), will make it harder for the family 
to become self-sufficient in the united states (since the most 
productive age bracket is automatically kept back in Vietnam), 
and will force old and ailing persons onto overburdened social 
services in the United states. This, we believe, is just not 
good thinking or a decision based on humane factors. 

The intent of Congress was to preserve family unity, and 
throw a lifeline to those in Vietnam who have suffered political 
persecution. We urge you to raise your voice against these 
unwise changes in policy, and seek their reversal at the earliest 
possible time. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear Senator/Representative 

I am writing to express my deep concern with recent 
decisions by the Administration that will substantially reverse 
the U.S. policy of granting haven to Vietnamese political 
prisoners and their families. 

All these decisions are based on an erroneous perception 
that Vietnam is now like any other country in the world. But 
despite the trend towards normalizing relations and economic 
development, Vietnam is not like any other country. Political 
persecution is still a fact of life, and the people who are being 
persecuted are the very ones that put their trust in the U.S. 
during the war against the present communist leadership. 

There are three such decisions that have been made without 
any consultation of the interested parties, without any 
substantial transitional period, and without any regard to 
Congress's intent in passing the original legislation that allows 
political prisoners to immigrate to this country. 

The first decision, made in early December, is to eXClude 
unmarried children over the age of 21 from the families of those 
political prisoners eligible to apply for admissioll to the U.S. 
This policy, which is to commence February 1, 1995, has already 
been implemented in some cases. 

The situation of these Vietnamese parents is unique. The 
father of the family is often a soldier who was allied to the 
U.S. side during the Vietnam War, and as a result has been forced 
into a communist prison for at least three years of "reeducation" 
-- that is, forced labor and starvation. The whole family was 
split, and the children suffered discrimination on his account. 
Now the family would be split again, between the U.S. and 
Vietnam, with hardship to all members. When the more productive, 
younger members are left behind in Vietnam, it will be harder for 
the parents to become self-sufficient, forcing those who are 
elderly or ailing onto our overburdened system of social 
services. Such a result is hardly rational or humane. 

The second is a decision to cut off applications for the 110 
program in September 1994, with processing due for completion in 
1995. This decision does not take into account people who would 
be eligible but who could not apply -- for example, people who 
are presently in Vietnam's prisons on political cha~ges, or 
people who fled persecution and are now in refugee camps. 

Some of these asylum-seekers are now victims of a third U.S. 
decision, the decision to support the forced repatriation of 
those who are rejected as refugees by other countries or the 
UNHCR. In all the countries of first asylum (Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines) there have been problems 
with screening procedures, resulting in some egregious mistakes. 



There exists a limited number of cases where people have been 
rejected who would surely have been admitted through the 110 
program or U.S. refugee determination procedures. If theRe 
people are forced back to Vietnam, there must De sOllie lIIechalli[,," 
to allow them to escape persecution. 

The intent of Congress was to preserve family unity, and 
throw a lifeline to those in Vietnam who have suffered political 
persecution. We urge you to raise your voice against these 
unwise changes in policy, and seek their reversal at the earliest 
possible time. 



. ,. .... { 

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho 
President 
Families of Vietnamese Political 

Prisoners Association 
P.O. Box 5435 
Arlington, VA 22205-0635 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

United States Department of State 

Washington. U. C. 20.520 

January 12, 1995 

This is in response to your letter of December 16, 
1994, to Deputy Assistant Secretay Sykes, in which you 
expressed disagreement with the recent change in Orderly 
Departure Program (ODP) eligiblity criteria which will 
limit derivative refugee status in former re-education 
camp detainee cases to spouses and unmarried children who 
have not yet attained the age of twenty-one. 

We realize that this change in ODP policy will come as 
a great disappointment to many former re-education camp 
detainees who have yet to be interviewed by INS and to 
those who advocate for certain policies on their behalf. 
We regret that the new policy may cause hardship for 
families that have counted on being admitted to the United 
States as a family unit. However, it is an unfortunate 
fact of life that the level of fraud associated with 
refugee applications by former detainees had become 
unacceptable, with many sons and daughters of former 
detainees claiming to be single when in fact they had 
married and many persons over the age of twenty-one 
claiming to be sons and daughters of applicants when in 
fact they were more distant relations or not even related. 

As the amount of time spent by INS officers attempting 
to resolve these fraudulant cases grew greater and 
greater, it became apparent that it would not be possible 
to complete interviews of the former detainee caseload 
within an acceptable time period unless drastic measures 
were taken. After considering the situation carefully, 
representatives of INS and the Department of State 
determined that the best solution would be to bring ODP 
processing into line with standard refugee family 
composition criteria, which limits cases to the spouses 
and minor unmarried children of principal applicants. 

This change in policy was announced to your. 
organization and to other advocacy groups within a few 
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days of the policy decision being made, and to the 
Vietnamese government on December 8. I regret that there 
is no possibility of reversing the decision. 

Members of your organization should be aware that 
persons admitted as refugees are eligible to adjust status 
to that of Permanent Resident Aliens one year after 
admission, whereupon they may file 2nd Preference immigrant 
visa petitions for unmarried sons and daughters over the 
age of twenty-one who remain in Vietnam. While it may 
take some time for immigrant numbers to become available 
for this type of visa, the possibility still remains for 
remaining family members to immigrate to the u.s. within a 
few years. For the meantime, our assessment is that the 
adult sons and daughters of former detainees are not 
subject to persecution because of that relationship. 

Again, we regret that this change of policy comes as 
such a disappointment to the members of your organization. 
However, we hope that you can see that the change was made 
in the best interests of the U.S. refugee admissions 
program. 

Sincerely, ~ 

\i? Pend«"", 
Chief, Overseas Operations Division 
Office of Admissions 
Bureau for Population, Refugees, 

and Migration 
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eON H.O. TRf:N 21 TUOI: 
CAN UANH GAP, UANH ~H TRude T£T 

Falls Church, VA, 19-1-1994 (QGTTX).- Tin tit H(\i Gia-dlnh Til-nhan Chinh-trj VN 
cho hay, chi~u hOm nay m(\t phru-doim d,!-i dii)n cho H(\i, Nghi-h(\i vii Lien-hQi VN vilng HTD 
da di g~p ang Eric Schwartz thu(\c H(\i-dllng An-ninh Qu6c gia trong Toil B,!-ch-6c d~ neu len 
nhung quan tam chinh-dang cua m(\t s6 gia-dlnh H.O. con k~t I'!-i d VN v~ ngulln tin Hoa-kY 
da ddn-phttdng quyet-djnh tit 1-2-1995 g'!-t bo nhung thitnh-phan con H.O. con dQc-tMn 
nhttng da tren 21 tueli. Noi cach khac, nhung ngttdi nily se khang dltc;lC phong va'n d~ don 
sang Hoa-kY cilng vdi ngttdi dting ddn H.O. nhlt da xay ra trudc day. 

Bling m(\t van-thtt d~ ngay 6-12-94, ba Theresa L. Rusch thu(\c B(\ Ngo,!-i-gia9 ba't 
than thong-bao cho ba Khuc Minh Thd. Chu-tjch H(\i GD TNCT VN, Iii d1!a thea m(\t quyet­
dinh chung giua Sd Di-tm (INS), B(\ Tlt phap, va B(\ Ngo,!-i-giao, "k~ tit ngay 1 thang 2-1995, 

cac trudng hc;lp c1!u hgc t~p coo t'!-o dltc;lC d~ nghj di! dlta vilo phOng va'n" se lo'!-i-trtt "nhung 

ngttdi con [dQc-tMnJ tren 21," chi trtt ra nhung trltdng hc;lp ra't Mn-hUu mil ngttdi con do Iii 

ngltdi d(\c-nha't con I,!-i d~ 10 cho ngltdi dltdng-ddn--trltdng hc;lP do hg se dltc;lC nh~ phong 
va'n tren m(\t can-ban nhAn-d,!-o. 

Tin nay vita dltc;lC tung ra thi ngay 15-12 bao Tueli Tre d trong nltdc da dlta tin vi\n tAt 
v~ va'n-d~ va tuan-bao Phap Lu~t s6 ra ngay 20-12-95 da co bai diU hdn neu ra m(\t s6 chi-tiet 
va khiing-djnh ra.ng do khang pMi la Iij.p-trudng cua phia VN. 

Ba.ng van-thtt & ngily 16-12, bil Khuc Minh Thd da tra Idi cho B(\ Ngo'!-i-giao la HQi 
cua ba khang cha'p nh~ nhung I~p-Iuij.n do INS va B(\ NG dtta ra M co quyet-djnh ch~t h~p 
noi tren. Theo bil Thd, quyet-dinh ha'p ta'p do da to ra thieu hi~u biet v~ van-hoa vii t~p-tt,lC 
cua ngltdi Vii)t. Iilm tha't vgng khang it gia-dinh da chd bao nhieu nam d~ dltc;lC ra di--rlli gid 
day I,!-i phoo bj phAn-tan neu ngltdi chu gia-dinh quyet-djnh di thea di~n H.O. Cilng luc HQi 
vij.n-d(\ng vdi m(\t s6 van-phong tren Qu6c-hQi d~ cho cac nghi-si dan-biElu giup ta Ii'n tieng 
v~ va'n-d~ nay. Ngay 12-1, Thltc;lng-nghj-si John McCain di! viet thlt cho ba Phyllis Oakley, 
Thti-trudng B(\ NG chuyen 10 v~ va'n-d~ ty n,!-n, ung-h(\ quan-di~m cua ba Thd vii cltdng­
quyet khang cha'p nhij.n nhung Iij.p-Iuij.n cua BQ NG va Sd Di tm v~ va'n-d~ nay. Bao Iii vi co 
khai man mil phai lilm v~y, theo ang McCain, thl hoiln-toan khang dUng: trong chltdng-trlnh 
di-dan nilo mil ch.ing co va'n-d~ khai man song khang thEl bi\t ph'!-t ngttdi ui te vi vii)c lam 
cua mQt thi~u-s6 gian tn!, thieu trach-nhii)m dltc;lC. Va I'!-i, vdn theo ong McCain, Hoa-kY c6 
trach-nhi~m dij.c-bi~t d6i vdi nhung ngltdi dllng-minh nay: hg di! sat canh vdi Hoa-kY trong 
chien-tranh, hg pMi Ira gia ba.ng til dily nhi~u ni!m, Hoa-kY da co luij.t don hg sang, nay hQ 
dltc;lC doan-tt,l vdi gia-dlnh thl khong Ie nilo Hoa-kY I,!-i nii long pMn tach hg ra. 

Do Iii nhung luij.n-di~m mil phai-doiln di vdi ba Thd di! nha'n m'!-nh cho ong Eric 
Sxhwartz trong bueli g~p gii t'!-i Toil B,!-ch-6c. Dltc;lc biet, ngoai bil Thd ra phru-doiln con gllm 
co L.S. Thai Quy Toiln, c6 va'n H(\i GD TNCT VN, ong Nguy~n Nggc Bich va ang Tran Tti 
Thanh thu(\c Nghi-h(\i (ang Thanh la chuyen-vien v~ nMn-quy~n), va ct,l Le Van Ba, Chu-qch 
Lien-h(\i VN vilng HTD. 

Cu6i cung, phru-doiln keu ggi dllng-hltdng nhan dip Tet At Hc;li sAp tdi My I)hd den 
nhUng bling hUu vii dllng-nghii)p cua chUng ta mil tiep tay len tieng vdi dan-bi~u va nghi-si 
Qu6c-h(\i khi\p ndi nga hliu hg co th~ can thi~p cho dllng-bao ta con k~t l'!-i d que nhil. 
Mdu thtt v~n-d(\ng vdi Dan-bi~u Nghi-si (xin chep W vii gdi di ga'p): 



TO: UNfTED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN CCN3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

(1) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
\! enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN c;c:N;RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the underSigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

(1) Reject proposed change in U. S. policy which would declare Children over"Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN cc:.N3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

( 1 ) Reject proposed change in U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN c:x:N3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

( 1 ) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprison<'1i t\y :1'" c;ommunist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNJ1H) STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN cc:N3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

(1 ) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN CCN3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

(1) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATlVES IN CCN3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

issues: 
We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 

(1 ) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTAllVES IN CXN3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

( 1 ) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN CCN3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

( 1 ) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATlVES IN CXl\GRESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

(1 ) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTAllVES IN CO\GRESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

( 1 ) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN CCN3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

(1 ) Reject proposed change in U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN ~ESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

issues: 
We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 

(1) Reject proposed change in U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN CCN3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

(1) Reject proposed change i1 U S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTAllVES IN CCN3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

issues: 
We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 

(1) Reject proposed change il U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTAllVES IN CQ\X3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

(1) Reject proposed change i1 U S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

\ 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN CO\GRESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

(1) Reject proposed change inU. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNfTED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTAllVES IN ~ESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

issues: 
We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 

(1 ) Reject proposed change n u. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for pOlitical reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTAilVES IN <Xl\GRESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

issues: 
We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 

(1) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks; Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTAllVES IN ca.GiESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

issues: 
We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 

(1) Reject proposed change in U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN CCl\GRESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

(1) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United Stales., 
If enacted, this would resulrin the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIV[S r: (, "'BRESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

issues: 
We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 

(1) Reject proposed change i1 U S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN CCN3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect to the following 
issues: 

(1) Reject proposed change i1 U. S. policy which would declarfLCbildren o.~er ~g~21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United States. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediatp r"lease of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, rec, J imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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TO: UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATlVES IN CCN3RESS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

We, the undersigned, request your assistance with respect 10 Ihe following 
issues: 

(1) Reject proposed change n u. S. policy which would declare Children over Age 21 
of Vietnamese Re-Education Prisoners ineligible for resettlement in the United Stales. 
If enacted, this would result in the inhumane division of families. 

(2) Intervene to secure the immediate release of two most venerable monks: Thich 
Huyen Quang and Thich Quang Do, recently imprisoned by the communist government 
of Vietnam for political reasons. 
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HOI GIA-DINH TV NIlAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NMI 
• • • 

FAMIUES OF VIETNAMESE POUTICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5436. ARLINGTON. VA. 22205.063s 
Telephone: (703) 580.0058 • Fax: (703) 204·0394 

January 27, 1995 

Ms. Phyllis Coven 
Director, Office of International 

Affairs 
Immigration and Naturalization service 
Department of Justice 
111 Massachusetts Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ms. Coven: 

I want to thank you for the meeting we had on Monday, 
January 23, 1995. Although we regret that the decision 
to exclude the unmarried sons and daughters over the 
age of 21 years from the family cases of the former re­
education center detainees cannot be reversed, we are 
encouraged by the statement made by Ms. Kathleen 
Thompson that exceptions will be considered. 

I would like to focus attention on this issue and 
suggest that it be the central topic of discussion at 
our next meeting. If there is to be a procedure 
whereby ODP will consider exceptional cases for the 
unmarried sons and daughters over the age of 21, then 
we must establish a mechanism whereby the families can 
apply for the consideration prior to the interview in 
order that the unmarried sons and daughters can appear 
with the family. It is our understanding from the 
meeting last Monday that your office would contact ODP 
in Bangkok and ask for the criteria that would be used 
to determine whether the case of an unmarried son or 
daughter would be considered exceptional. 

In light of the fact that the new policy excluding 
unmarried sons and daughters is effective February 1, 
1995, we would like to know as soon as possible what 
the criteria entails and how the unmarried sons and 
daughters can document their cases to ODP prior to the 
final adjudication at the interview. 



Ms. Phyllis Coven 
January 27, 1995 
Page Two 

I am also planning to travel to orange County, 
California on February 12, 1995 to meet with over 5,000 
former political prisoners and their families who have 
resettled in California and other states. They will be 
hosting a celebration of the 5th Anniversary of the 
Reunion of Former Political prisoners and TET 
(Vietnamese New Year, January 31, 1995). As you can 
imagine, this new policy change has caused great 
consternation among the Vietnamese-American 
communities; therefore, any information I can provide 
them would be reassuring. We would also be interested 
in publicizing this information in the Vietnamese­
American press here and the vietnamese press in 
vietnam. 

Again our sincere thanks and appreciation for your time 
and attention to our issues and concerns regarding this 
policy change. If you feel further clarification and 
supporting documentation on the issue is needed in 
order for me to present the information, please feel 
free to contact me prior to my trip. I look forward to 
meeting with you again in the near future. 

- Mis. Kbuc Minh Tho 
President 



HOI GIA-DINH TU-NHAN CHINH-TRI VIETNAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.o. BOX 5435, Arlington, VA 22205-0635 
Tel: (703) 560-0058 - FAX: (703) 204-0394 

FAX COVER SHEET 

DATE: January 26, 1995 

TO : Er ic Schwartz 
ATTN: MARCIA 

FAX #:202-456-9360 

FROM: Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 

NO. OF PAGES include cover sheet: 04 

SUBJECT: "Thank you let ter" 
t c tt/\.. tv. "'-"\. Ci 0. , 

Please submit our letter to Eric for us. 

Thank you very much for your help. 

Tho (703) 358-5154 
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HOI GIA-DINH TV NIlAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NMI 
• • • 

FAMIUES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205·0635 
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 • Faz: (703) 204-0394 

Mr. Eric Schwartz, Director 
Human Rights, Refugees and 

Humanitarian Affairs 
National Security Council 
Executive Office of the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Eric: 
January 26, 1995 

I want to thank you for meeting with me on 
Thursday, January 19, 1995 to talk about the recent 
State Department decision to exclude from eligibility 
the unmarried sons and daughters from the cases of the 
former re-education center detainees in the orderly 
Departure Program. Your listening and advice were 
reassuring. 

Most helpful was the meeting you facilitated for 
me with Ms. Phyllis Coven, Director for the Office of 
International Affairs at INS. We met with her on 
Monday, January 23, 1995. Although she advised us that 
the decision was not reversible, she did offer the 
possibility that exceptions could be made for hardship; 
cases. I have enclosed for your information a copy of 
the letter I sent to Ms. Coven following our meeting. 
I understand that we will have another meeting soon ~o 
establish the criteria and mechanism for applying for 
exception case consideration. 

As you can imagine, r am anxious for these 
criteria to be made known so that I can advise the 
vietnamese-American community here and Vietnamese in 
vietnam. I plan to travel to Orange County, California 
on February 11, 1995 to meet with over 5,000 members of 
the former political prisoners and their families. The 
effective date of the policy change is February 1, 
1995. It would be helpful to know the new procedures 
as soon as possible. 

If you have any questions on these matters, please 
let me know. I look forward to seeing you agai 

Warm 

'I s. khuc Minh Tho 
President 
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HQI GIA-DINH TiT NIL\N CHINH-TR{ VItT-NAM 
FAMIUES OF VIETNAMESE POUTICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.o. BOX 5435, ARUNGTON, VA 22205-0635 

Telephone: (703) 580-0058 • Fax: (703) 204-0394 

Mr. Eric Schwartz, Director 
Human Rights, Refugees and 

Humanitarian Affairs 
National Security council 
Executive Office of the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Eric: 
January 26, 1995 

I want to thank you for meeting with me on 
Thursday, January 19, 1995 to talk about the recent 
State Department decision to exclude from eligibility 
the unmarried sons and daughters from the cases of the 
former re-education center detainees in the Orderly 
Departure Program. Your listening and advice were 
reassuring. 

Most helpful was the meeting you facilitated for 
me with Ms. Phyllis Coven, Director for the Office of 
International Affairs at INS. We met with her on 
Monday, January 23, 1995. Although she advised us that 
the decision was not reversible, she did offer the 
possibility that exceptions could be made for hardship; 
cases. I have enclosed for your information a copy of 
the letter I sent to Ms. Coven following our meeting. 
I understand that we will have another meeting soon ~o 
establish the criteria and mechanism for applying for 
exception case consideration. 

As you can imagine, I am anxious for these 
criteria to be made known so that I can advise the 
Vietnamese-American community here and Vietnamese in 
Vietnam. I plan to travel to Orange County, California 
on February 11, 1995 to meet with over 5,000 members of 
the former political prisoners and their families. The 
effective date of the policy change is February 1, 
1995. It would be helpful to know the new procedures 
as soon as possible. 

If you have any questions on these matters, please 
let me know. I look forward to seeing you agai 

Warm 

'I s. khue Minh Tho 
President 
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Ms. Phyllis Coven 
Director, Office of 

International Affairs 

January 25, 1995 

Immi~ration and Naturalization Service 
Department of Justice 
111 Massachusetts Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ms. Coven: 

I want to thank your for the meetinq we had on Monday, 
January 23, 1995. Although we reqret that the decision to 
exclude the unmarried sons and daughters over the age of 21 
from the family cases of the former re-education center 
detainees cannot be reversed, we are encouraged by the 
statement by Ms. Kathleen ~hompson that exceptions will be 
cOI.sidered. 

I would like to focus attention on this issue and su~gest 
that it be the main topic of discussion at our next meetlng. 
If there is to be a procedure whereby ODP will consider 
exceptional cases for unmarried sons and daughters over the age 
of 21, then we must establish a mechanism whereby the families 
can apply for the consideration prior to the interview so that 
the unmarried son and daughter can appear with the family. We 
understood from our meeting last Monday that rour office would 
contact ODP in Bangkok and ask for the criterla that would be 
used to determine whether the case of an unmarried son or 
dauqhter would be considered exceptional. 

In light of the fact that the new policy excludinq 
unmarried sons and daughters is effective February 1, 1995, w~ 
would like to know soon what these criteria are and how the 
unammried sons and daughters can document their cases to ODP 
prior to the final adjudiction at the the interview. 

141002 
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I am also planning ~ t el to Orange County in California 
to meet with over 5,000 f ' 'litica;J, 

s you can imagine, this new policy 
change has caused great consternation among the 
Vietnamese-American co ity. by information I can give them 

would be reassuring. W can also publicize this information ~n 

the Vietnamese-American press here and the Vietnamese press in 

Vietnam. 

Thank you in advan e for your attention to these questions 
and I look forwal:d to eeting with you again. ' 

lsI 

··-Khuc Minh Tho .. 
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Mr. Eric Scwar~z 
National security Council 
Washington, DC 

Dear Eric: 

January 25, 1995 

I want to thank you for meeting with me on Thursday, 
January 19. to talk about the recent State Department decision 

to exclude from eligibility the unmarried sons and daughters 

from the the cases of the former re-education center detainee~ 

in the Orderly Departure Program. Your listening and advice 
were reassuring. . 

Most helpful was the meeting ~ouufa<:iHt!lted fQr me, with 
Ms. Phyllis Coven. Director for the Office of International 

Affairs at INS. I and others met with her on Monday, January 

23. Although she advised us that the decision was not 
reversible. she did offer the possioility that exceptions could 

be made for hardship. I have enclosed for your information a 

copy of the letter I sent to Ms. Coven following our meeting. 

I understand that we will have another meeting soon to 
establish the criteria and mechanism for applying for exception 

case consideration. 

As you can imagine, I am anxious for these criteria to be 

made known so that I can advise the Vietnamese-American 
community here and Vietnamese in Vietnam. I plan to travel to 

orange County, California, on February 11, to meet with over 
5,000 .. members of the former political prisoners and their 
families. The effective date of the policy change is February 

1, 1995. It would be helpful to know the new procedures as 
soon as possible. 

If you have any suggestions on these matters, please let me 

know. I look forward to seeing you again. 

Warm Regards, 

/s/ Khuc Minh Tho 
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HOI GIA-DINH TU-NHAN CHINH~TRI VIETNAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, Arlington, VA 22205-0635 
Tel: (703)560-0058 - FAX: (703) 204-0394 

FAX COVER SHEET 

DATE: January 18, 1995 

TO : Marcia FAX #: 202-456-9360 

FROM: Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 

NO. OF PAGES include cover sheet: 09 

SUBJECT: Agenda for the meeting on 1/19/95. 

Dear Marcia: 

Please submit this Agenda to Eric for us, and 
also please correct for me SSN of Mr. Le, Ba Van (#1) 
of the list of attendees . 

1 The correct number is SSN. _ .. _____ .. __ .... ~.:.'. 
====================================== 

Thank you so very much. 

Tho (703) 358-5154 
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205-0635 

Telephone: (703) 580-0058 • Fax: (703) 204-0394 

January 9, 1995 

NGUY~NQUYNIIGlAO The Honorable John McCain 
N(,lJyi\NvAN GlOI united states senate 
NGudNXuANlAN SR-111 
w.€:r LOWMAN 
TRUONGTIlILANGANHWashington, D.C. 20510 
TRAN KIM DUNG 

NGUyi\NTlIIKHEN Dear Senator McCain: 

Ban Chap Hanh T.II. 
Executive Board I am writing to ask your assistance with a recent and 

most unexpected decision taken by the Bureau for 
KlllicMINHTflO Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM) at the 
NG~~t'~'~~YNHGlAO Department of State. I know you are familiar with 

V",P, .. 'd", issues relating to the former political prisoners in 
NGUyi\NvAN Gl6t vietnam and important to the organization I head, the 

,,,""'" Gooml Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 
IRUONGTHII.ANGANII (FVPPA) . 

rrca.~ur..:r 

!'-lGUvtN nil KHEN 
o..:pucy Treasurer Due to your humanitarian interest and genuine concern 

for the welfare of the ~olitical prisoners that you 
co van ooan have exemplified and articulated for numerous years, I 
Advisory Committee have often asked your advice on decisions pertaining to 
111(:1' LOWMAN 

NGUyt.N XUAN [AN 

1"i<AN KIM DUNG 

the former political prisoners and their resettlement 
in the united states. I am sure you will recall many 
occasions when I disagreed with decisions but learned 
to live with them and to advise the families 
accordingly. Unfortunately, this latest decision is 
difficult for me to understand and to explain to the 
former political prisoners and their families. 

I was dismayed by the news contained in a letter from 
Ms. Rusch dated December 6, 1994 whereby she informed 
us that children of former political prisoners over the 
age of 21 will no longer be eligible for the program. 
I must be candid in telling you that I find this 
decision arbitrary, illogical, unfair and contrary to 
the spirit of the admissions program for former 
political prisoners as administered since 1989. What 
is the logic of excluding this group, at this stage 
when most of the children from the Vietnam era of the 
former political prisoners are cver 21 years of age? 
vfuat is the fairness in disadvantaging those families 
who have waited for their turn in the processing queue? 
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Where is the cultural sensitivity in a decision that 
excludes genuine family members who are dependent on 
the father until the child is married and establishes a 
family of his/her own? What will happen to the older 
soldiers who will have to come here alone without the 
support of the working children they now rely upon in 
the twilight of their lives? What is the consideration 
that compels such a major change in eligibility when 
the program is so near completion? 

Ms. Rusch informs us that the incidence of fraud 
requires this change. I am sympathetic to the onerous 
burden of officers who must deal wlth fraudulent 
applicants, but we do not agree that this provides a 
sufficient basis to exclude bona fide sons and 
daughters from eligibility. You may recall there was 
a high rate of fraud in the Amerasian program and yet 
the program continued its eligibility guidelines 
through its completion. This dramatic change in 
eligibility disadvantages those who have put the most 
faith in the integrity of the program and its promise 
that family unity would be sustained. 

Ms. Rusch also states that sons and daughters can wait 
for their fathers to file second preference petitions 
after they resettle in the united states. However, the 
resettled refugee cannot file a petition until after 
one year and then the son or daughter faces another 3-4 
years of waiting until the second preference petition 
is current. I think further consideration will reveal 
that this is not a reasonable alternative. 
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This news has shocked members of the Vietnamese 
community. I ask your advice and help in seeking to 
have this decision reviewed. As a former POW we are 
certain that you can understand and empathize with 
those who are separated from their families and loved 
ones. We hope you will be able to provide assistance 
with this critical decision that will affect the lives 
of many of the Vietnamese political prisoners whom you 
have come to know, care for and love. We feel a need 
to have our voices heard and to get our message across 
to those who can make a difference ••• a message which 
says that unlike other refugee admissions programs, 
this program is considered a humanitarian program and 
therefore should not include processing on the level 
required for standard refugee and immigrant visa 
processing standards. 

If we are truly committed to moving forward with the 
healing process brought about because of senseless war 
that caused so much death, suffering and sadness, then 
we should be moving towards uniting those who have 
suffered the hardships and loss of their families and 
loved ones. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions and/or concerns regarding our position. As 
always, we look forward to a favorable response as you 
dialogue with those who can affect a different utcome. 

Xhuo Minh Tho 
President 




