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HOI GIA·DINH TV NHAN CHINH·TRI VIET·NAM • • • 

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.o. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205·0635 

Telephone: (703) S8()'OO58 • FBll: (703) 204·0394 

July 18, 1996 

Ms. Loreen Santagata 
12075 Edgemere Circle 
Reston, Virginia 22090 

Dear Ms. Santagata: 

On behalf of the Families of vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association we would like to acknowledge with 
grateful appreciation your donations of June 2, 1996. 

The furniture items, with a value of $1,007.00, and the 
other household items (also with a value of over 
$1,000.00) will enable our organization to provide much 
needed assistance to the newly resettled refugees in 
their endeavor to establish roots in their newly 
adopted community. 

I would like to provide you with our VA Non-Profit 
Organization number (1545-0056) for tax purposes. 
Again, we wish to thank you for affording us the 
opportunity to further our objectives in our voluntary 
efforts on behalf of newly resettled refugees and 
immigrants in virginia. 

Please feel free to call upon our organization if we 
can be of service and/or assistance to you in any way, 
and do not hesitate to contact me should you require 
additional information and/or documentation on our 
organization. 

Ub: •• ) thu~ Minh Tho 
President 

-



June 27, 1996 

Tho Khuc 
7813 Marthas Lane 
Falls Church, VA 22043 

RE: JUNE 2, 1996 Donation 

Dear Tho, 

Here is a list of the items donated to your refugee service. 
Please acknowledge with a receipt on your Company Stationary 
for tax purposes. 

FURNITURE: 

1 dinette set with 4 rattan chairs, 4 beige chair 
rattan table stand and a 48" glass top 

1 white lacquer and brass two draw night stand 
1 whitewash coffee table 3' X 3' 
2 whitewash pappas an chairs - Pier 1 
1 white fouton couch 
1 rattan hamper 

OTHER HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: 

2 bathroom china sets (green & pink) 8 pieces 
1 bathroom rug set (pink) 3 pieces 
1 shower curtain and shower rings 
4 cloth placemats 
15 bath towels, wash clothes, hand towels 
1 Hamilton Beach Blender 

pads, 1 
,312.00 
U50.00 
, 85.00 

each U20.00 
,200.00 

, 20.00 
=U007.00 

1 large lay back pillow called a "husband" in pink 
2 sets of decorative sprays (green & shrimp) 
2 .ets of stoneware dishes making service for 8 and including 

dinner plate, dessert plate, cereal bowl, saucer and cup 
with a salt/pepper shaker, spoon rest, creamer & sugar 

4 champagne glasses 
6 plastic margarita glasses 
1 beechwood napkin holder 
1 white paper towel holder 
1 ceiling light from Pier 1 Imports 
8 flatware settings in stainless steel including; knifes, 

salad fork, dinner fork, tea spoon and table spoon 
40 pieces 

2 green glass candle holders 
1 hand juicer from DANSK 
1 wine rack - Crate & Barrel 
2 large pillows in fuchsia 3 X 3 each in size 
2 plastic Rubbermaid utensil holders 
3 curtain rods 



My address is: 

Loreen Santagata 
12075 Bdgemere Circle 
Reston, VA 22090 

Please call me at 703-904-0831 with any questions. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Loreen M. Santagata 
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1 ~ IlI1U Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1157) f).nd "hall be ad-

2 D'litted to the United States for l:eset.tlemcnt it tha al:ien 

3 would be admissiblp. AA an immigra:nt. unuer the lmroigrA-

4 tion and Nat.ionoJity Act (except as provided iII F:t>.m:1011 

5 207(c)(S) ofth.at het). 

6 (b) ALTBNS Cuv..:Rl<lI>.--As1 alien described in lhis 

7 subsection is &oIl e.licn who -

8 (1) is the son or daUgUt.cl' of a nation8l of Viet-

9 nam who--

10 (A) wns formerly mttmled in a 1'eOdu~ti()1'I 

11 carop in Vieiwl,1l by the ~'crmnCD" of the So· 

12 cialiat Republic orVintna1l1; and 

13 (B) has been &OOe}>tcd £Or rosettlcment as 

14 a refagee undcl" tho Orderly Departure Pro 

15 gro.m on or after April 1, 1995: 

16 (2) is 21 y.>.ar$ of age or oldor; aDd 

17 (3) was unma;rrled u.s of tile date of &CCeptunoo 

IS. 

19 

20 

~ 

of the alien's p&l'eUt for ~t1cmfL.nt under t.h6 OJ'-

der1:y l)epartu.TC ProgHlm. 

(0) Sli1"ERS.El)~ E.Kl&TING J....a..w.-Tbis &Section su-

21 pt!l'8edcs 8Ily otller provision of J.a.~. 
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Facsimile Cover Sheet 

To: Eric Schwartz (ATTN: Kelly) 
Company: National Security Council 

Phone: (202) 456-9141 
Fax: (202) 456-9140 

From: Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho 
Company: FVPPA 

Phone: (703) 358-5154 
Fax: (703) 358-5234 

Date: 07/21/96' 
Pages including this 

cover page: 

COMMENTS: Dear Kelly: Please give this to Eric. I will call 
you sometime this week to follow-up. Thanks. 

Eric: We need you help again, but it is on the same and only 
issue we talked to you about last May. Based on our discussion 
of this problem when we met in May, we are confident that you 
will agree that the former political prisoners have suffered 
enough. This policy of excluding the over-21 unmarried 
children has accomplished nothing except to break-up the 
families in a way that complicates their resettlement in the U.S. 
and undermines the tradition of familiy unity that was the 
cornerstone of the HO subprogram from the beginning (please 
see attached agreement). The entire Vietnamese community 
throughout the U.S. is distraught over this issue and prays for 
your help in resolving the problem. Warm regards. Khuc Minh 
Tho. 



OVERVIEW OF FAMILY ELIGIBILITY 
Dr TKR PROCBSSDrG OF 

TKR PORKIR POLITICAL PRISOHBRS 
BY TKR 80 SUBPROGRAM 

OF TKR ORDERLY DBPARTO'RK PROGRAM (ODP) 

o On July 29, 1989, Mr. Robert Funseth, Senior oeputy Assistant 
Secretary of State and representative for the government of the 
United States, signed an agreement on the Implementation of the 
Special Released Reeducation Center Detainees Resettlement 
Program (see attached). This agreement provided for the 
resettlement of the political prisoners and their "close family 
members," 

o When the Orderly Departure Program (ODP) began the "HO" 
subprogram of OOP to resettle former political prisoners and 
their family members, the eligibility criteria for family members 
stipulated all sons and daughters, including those who ware 
.. rriad and their own children (thus, grandchildren of the former 
political prisoners). 

o In 1991, OOP decided to adjust the family eligibility to exclude 
the married sons and daughters of the former political prisoners. 
This change was done following consultations among the Bureau for 
Reguees at the U.S. State Department, the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) at the Justice Department, and 
advance notice to interested private groups (including the 
Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association) and ODP. 
With this advance notice, the Vietnamese community was able to 
understand and to adjust to the changes of the family criteria. 

o In December of 1994, ODP, at a working group meeting with the 
SRV, announced that effective February, 1995, POP would exlude 
from family eligibility criteria the over-21 unmarried sons and 
daughters of the former prisoners from the cases. This change 
was done without any prior consultations with private interest 
groups or representatives of the Vietnamese-American community. 
After protest from the Vietnamese-American community, the 
management of the Bureau for Population, Refugees and Migration 
(PRM) at the State Department and INS agreed to allow exceptions 
for humanitarian reasons, but ODP inconsistently implemented this 
policy in the field. 

o We strongly feel that this last family eligibility change so late 
in the program is unfair and unacceptable. Those who have been 
involved with the HO subprogram of ODP from the beginning 
understand that this is a unique program for the long-suffering 
former political prisoners. To break-up the families who have 
waited years for resettlement due to reasons of "fraud control" 
and "consistency with world-wide illlUigration practices" is to 
deny many former political prisoners the chance to resettle in 
the U.S. as a family, which was the intent of the program from 
the beginning. It is our experience that resettlement of the 
former political prisoners with their children as a unit is the best 
foundation for successful adjustment and integration into the American 
community, which is built upon the ethos of family values. 

(PVPPA: July, 1996) 
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, 
ON THE IHPLEHtNTATION OF THE 

SPECIAL RELUSED REf:DUCA'I'ION C.ENTER 

DETAINEES RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM 

n_u_~.I(~-­

F 

Th. GOY.~nm.~t of the Socialist R.public of Vietnam and the 

Gov.rnm.nt of the United Stat.s of America, in.ord.r to resolve 

on~ of the is.u •• of, mutual concern to the two countri.s. and. 

con.i.t.nt with their hu~nitarian pollcie •• nd with the 

commitment. und.rt.ken in the Declar.tion and the Comprehen.ive 

£'"lan of Action ac1opt.c1 ~Y the Unit.d lfatione Inte~national 

Conference 'on Indochines. R.fug •••• h.r~by aq~ •• : 

1. Th. Gov.rnm.nt. of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and 

the Unit.d State •• in accordanc. with their nat~onal law. and 

requlatio~ •• will. in addition to .xistinq proqram •• facilitat. 

the 'miqration to the United Stat .. on a Yolun'ta~y ba.i. of 

Vi.tname.e who meet the following criteria, t02ether with their 

clos. r.lativ •• : 

A. Form.r close a.sociation with the Unit.d States or 

its alU •• , and 

B. Detained in re.ducation centers from 1975, and 

C. R.l •••• d from r •• ducation cent.rs. 

2. The Gov.rnment of the United State. decLares that released 

reeducation center detaine.s co.ing to the United Stat •• would b. 

subject to all U.S.' h.ws, includinq those atreo::dnq the act.J.viti .. 

of U.S. residents towards other countri... The United Stat.s 

Government reaffirms thlt the United State. has not .ncouraqed 

nor does it ,hav~ anv intention of encouraqinq or usin9 relelse~ 

detainees to en9age in .ny i11e9&1 actiVities hostile Qr harm~u1 

to Vietnam -- 4nd is opposed to such activities -- and that the 

'~:":" 
",I •• :.,. 
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Unite~ State. will accept th.se persons solely tor humanitarian 

~.&sons and not for any hostile acts against Vietnam. The 

Vietnamese Government ~eaffirms that Vietnam has not and will not 

encoura;e or ua. rele.sed detainee. to en;a;e in ille;al actions 

ho.til. or harmful to the United State •• 

3. A Joint Workin; Group will be set up to expe~1te the 

work of this proqram. T~is ;roup will.m.et periodically to review 

the implementa,t.ion of the program and to propos. new lIIe •• "" •• to 

promote that work. 
, " 

4. The technical matters in connection with the orqan1.at.1on 

and implementat~on of this proqram are describ.d in the technical 

annex to this .greement. 

5. This aqreement will com. into force upon its a1gnlnq or 

upon an exch"ano;e of letters by the de.1qnated repre.entativ •• of 

both qovernment.. The agreement will be in Enqli.h and 

Vietnames.. Both texts will be equally authentic. 

Thi. ad referendum draft was done in Hanoi on July Z9, 1989. 

in English and Vietnamese. Both texts are equally authentic. 

1\ I L lC~~~""-l 
Vu Khoan I 
Assistant foreign MinIster 

Robert L. Funseth 

Senior Deputy Assistant 

Secretary of State 

• 
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DRAFT TECHNICAL ANNEX. 

TO THE AGREEMENT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION 

or THE SPECIAL RELEASED REEDUCATION CENTER 

DETAINEES RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM 

In order to carry out the aqreement s1qned on 

between the United 'State. and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
. . 

concerninq the Special' Relea •• d Reeduc.tion Center Det.inee • 
... 

Re.ettlement Proqram. the'. two qovernment. a/Jre. to the followinq: 

1. The two .ide. will continue discu •• ions to deter.ine the 

estimated number of persons who may qualify for t~e proqram. 

2. Periodically each qovernment will make a ,li.t of applicants 

eliqible to be proc .... d for resettlement in 'the United State. under 

,:;;;;'" this proqram. The qovernment. will prepare the list. on a 
non-discriminatory ba.i.. Vi.tnam t.ke. note th.t the United Stat.s 

m.intains th.t priority be qiven to p.rsons and their families, who 

have Letters of Introduction from the Unit.d State., ba.ed on lenqth . . 
of detention in r.education centers or on immediate el1qibility for 

U.s. immiqrant vi.... The United States t.k •• note that Vietnam 

stre.ses thst lists should be prepared on the baSiS of 

non-di.crimination. The Joint Workinq Group will consider the 

lists and prepare a joint list for expeditious processinq under 

this proqram. The Wo~kinq Croup will state reasons why persons 

from either qovernment's list are excluded from the jolnt list 

in order to avoid· tackloqs in t~e proqram. 

3. Every effort will be made to aqree upon a first qroup for 

process~nq in October 1989. The number of q:oups in each year 

an~ the number ~i pe:scns 1n each Qr~up will be a9~eed u~on by 

the Joint Working Group. The initial qoa1 will be to' interview 
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tor 're •• ttlement under this proqram 3,000 perlonl by the .nd ot 1989. 

This proqra~ will be in addition to •• iltinq OOP and Ameralian 

resettlem.nt proqram.. It w,ill incr.ase qraduilly .1 the number 

of person. r.settled under the Amer.sian proqram decr ••••• and the 

capacity of this proqram to proc ••• per.ona d.velop •• 

4. Persons approv.d by the Joint Horkinq Group tor 

resettlem.nt proces.inq will b. int.rvi.wed in Vi.tnam by U.S.' 

consular or immiqration olficial. by t~e limpl.st and sp •• di •• t , 
procedur •• 

5. c •••• approved eor r ••• ttlem.nt in the Unit.d Stat •• 

under U:S. laws and requlation. will,be m.dically .x.mined and 

tranlipor,t.d· out of Vi.tnam und.r the aU'pic.s of the 

Interqov.rn~.ntll Committ •• for Hiqration (ICM). 

6. Transportation and m.dical COltl for re •• ttl.m.nt will b. 

paid by ICM under arranqem.nt. to b. worked out bltwe.n rCM and the 

United Stat... Th. Unit.d State' will co.pen.at. the Socialilt 
" ' 

Republic of Vietn.m for proce •• inq .xpens •• und.r this proqram 

on a mutually aqreed upon basi •• imilar to the system us.d for 

the Amera.ian re •• ttl ••• nt proqram. 

7; Any oth.r d.tails of imple.entation of this proqram not 

describ.d in this T.chnic'al Annex to the Aqreem.nt on the 

Implementation oe the Special Released ReedQ~ation Center Detaln •• s 

Resettlement Proqram will b. decid.d by' the Jo~nt, !lorkinq Ci,;-,oup 

establish.d under the above-mentioned aqraement. 

8. The United States declare. that the pro9ram in any fiscal 

year will be sul)J.Ct to availability of f.und. and authorization 

under U.S. law. V1.t~am no:.s thlS a.claration and holes that 

the implementation of this proqram will b. in keepinq with the 

availability of such funds and with such authorization. 
. .'. 
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Eric, we need your help again, but it is on the same and only issue we talked 
to you about last May. Based on our discussion of this problem when we met in 
May, we are confident that you will agree that the former political prisoners 
have suffered enough. This policy of excluding the over-21 unmarried children 
has accomplished nothing except to break-up the families in a way that 
complicates their resettlement in the United States and undermines the 
tradition of family unity that was the cornerstone of the HO subprogram from 
the beginning. The entire Vietnamese community throughout the U.S. is 
distraught over this issue and prays for your help in resolving the problem. 
Warm Regards. Khuc Minh Tho. 
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The Bon~1~4 vr· I (' 
Csena~, united States Senate ~~?" "rA.f)v..-
~ngton, DC 20510 

V
-" Dea~)tse~~r (~fr\~ K.1:VtI!:!J.~~Y 
~ ',.-_-=_ .... l=-am=:::: writing to seek support for an amendment to 

oIA-"1n 
t redreSSi\ problem we are ving with the processing of the 

families of the former litical prisoners by the Orderly 
Departure Program (OOP). The office of seHatoz IteSai'lris 

d> working i 81'OftSOJ: fug thiS xmendlDenE, No. t'S' tlIb 

-~, <: 

~
* As you know, our Association, the Families of the 

Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association (FVPPA) , has 
worked on behalf of tile zolease and 1eoet~leaeell:t::a£ the 
former political prisoners and their families since 1977. 

. After 12 years, a long wait, the SO subprogram of ODP for 

\ 

the former political prisoners and their families began in 
1989. The agreement signed by the governments of Vietnam 
and the united States 2rovided for the resettlement of the 

\ ~ormer political prisoners and theIr 'close family members." 

~--------~~~~~~~,~~~, the State Department ~ruptly 
decided that, effective April 1995, ~ ODP would no longer ~ 
pJ;8eea. ~h • ..... :11 ,,"meTried aeea _do d,ughter •• "'. I 

p~.;aA.;ra. The State partment stated t this e was 
d.ri ...... 'M status of tlie e •••• af the iQ~." pelieical 1 
designed to bring processing into nformity world 
wide immigration ractices. Ai INS dir ed its 
office in ODP allow humanit review ter our . 
organizati and other inter cd parties ppcaled the ~ 
policy ge, ODP, under e manageme direction of the ~ 
Burea or Population, R ugees and . ation Affairs (PRM) ~ ~ 
of State Departmen did not c istently implement this L 
po cy of humanitari exception for these cases 
consistently in the field. 

I 

bl t 
~dft 

, ~ \.~ 
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We strongly feel tha this ~ family eligibility 
change so late in the progr is unfair and unacceptable. 
Those who have been involved w the HO subprogram of ODP 
from the beginning understand t this is a unique program 

/ 

for the long suffering former litical prisoners. To 
break-up the families who have waited years for resettlement 
d~e .8 eeassee 01 "fE.ad caaercl" ret wotld-wise 
iiiiftigr •• ioft praebiea- is to deny many former political 

. prisoners the chance to resettle in the U.S. as a family. 
r 

I On behalf of the Vietnamese-American community 

,
! throughout the united States and of the former political 

prisoners and their families still in Vietnam, our 
association asks your support of this humanitarian amendment • 

• 111 --r1 . "'--i~~~ffir.n~ffiH~~~~~nrn:;rt:..; I I~ w cont nue e resett amant 0 e ormer p 1 1 
';.n .. f- prisoners and their families based on family unity and 

')I: / ~- values. 
--....-~ Thank you so much for your help. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho 
President 



The Honorable 
Senator, United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator 

__________ , 1996 

I am writing to seek your support for an amendment to 
redress a problem we are having with the processing of the 
families of the former political prisoners by the Orderly 
Departure Program (ODP). The office of Senator McCain is 
working is sponsoring this Amendment, NO. to the 

As you know, our Association, the Families of the 
Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association (FVPPA) , has 
worked on behalf of the release and resettlement of the 
former political prisoners and their families since 1977. 
After 12 years, a long wait, the HO subprogram of ODP for 
the former political prisoners and their families began in 
1989. The agreement signed by the governments of Vietnam 
and the United States provided for the resettlement of the 
former political prisoners and their "close family members." 

In December, 1994, the State Department abruptly 
decided that, effective April 1995, that ODP would no longer 
process the over-21 unmarried sons and daughters via 
derivative status of the cases of the former political 
prisoners. The State Department stated that this change was 
designed to bring ODP processing into conformity with world 
wide immigration practices. Although INS directed its 
office in ODP to allow humanitarian review after our 
organization and other interested parties appealed the 
policy change, ODP, under the management direction of the 
Bureau for population, Refugees and Migration Affairs (PRM) 
of the State Department, did not consistently implement this 
policy of humanitarian exception for these cases 
consistently in the field. 



We strongly feel that this last family eligibility 
change so late in the program is unfair and unacceptable. 
Those who have been involved with the HO subprogram of ODP 
from the beginning understand that this is a unique program 
for the long suffering former political prisoners. To 
break-up the families who have waited years for resettlement 
due to reasons of "fraud control" and "world-wide 
immigration practice" is to deny many former political 
prisoners the chance to resettle in the u.s. as a family. 

On behalf of the Vietnamese-American community 
throughout the United States and of the former political 
prisoners and their families still in Vietnam, our 
association asks your support of this humanitarian amendment 
that will continue the resettlement of the former political 
prisoners and their families based on family unity and 
values. 

Thank you so much for your help. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho 
President 
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To: The Honorable 

Company: United States House of 
Representatives 

Phone: (202) 
Fax: (202) 

From: 
C-ompany: 

Phone: 
Fax: 
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