November 14,1987

Good evening Honored Guests, Ladiep and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Families of WVietnamese Politicél.Prisoners

Association, I sincerely thank you| for reserving your precious

time to come and share with us this dinner organized in

solidarity with Vietnamese political prisoners.

We have chosen to qualify it jas such because it ebitomizes

all the feelings that you manifested towards the Vietnamese

political prisoners who are our friiends and our loved ones.

It is only thanks to your unrelentling support that we have

been able to continue to fight for| their human righté—until

today together with other organizations and individuals

throughout the world who are concerned about_political prisoners

in Vietnam.
I want to use this opportunity to convey our gratitude

to these organizations and individuals who have aroused world

opinion and intervened with the Viletnamese authorities on

behalf of the thousands of politidal prisoners who are still

incarcerated in concentration camps in Vietnam, twelve long

years after the war has ended. Th
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also feeling the pain of this prol
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As you may know, the Vietnamese Government has recently

:gleased 480 former officers and officials of the Republic of

Vietnam. Although this token gestlhre is long overdue and
insignificant in view of the manj #f thousands of prisoners wﬂo
are still being held, it has given)us a ray of hope that our
common struggle perhaps has met with some sucbess. Such an

achievement can, however, only be brought about by efforts of

numerous organizations, the press,|the U.S. Administration

and Congress and, last but not leaLt, by concerned individuals

such as yourselves.
For those who have been released, we have to assist them
in their urgent problem of resettlement in a third country.
But for the thousands who are less|fortunate let us keep their
hope alive.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
From ex-political prisoners, some of whom are present

tonight, we learned that torture in communist prisbns in

general and in Vietnam in particular is unbearable; but nothing
is more unbearable than the feeling of being forsaken by the
world. Such a feeling brings about a sense of hopelessness
which is mofe detrimental to the survival of the political
pPrisoners than physical pain. So any.of our friends have
fallen in this'situation. It is therefore necessary that

we let them know that they are not forgotten nor forsaken.

Let us show to them that we still think of them, care about

- them and let us show these feelings through'concrete actions.
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Wifh only limited funds but ﬁnrelenting support from
your part, our Association has susgtained our struggle thus
proving fo our friends and relatives still under. imprisomment
that they will never be forgotten. |

On behalf of the Families of Vietnamese'Political
Prisoners Association, allow me to present to you our most

sincere thanks and to wish you Bon| Appetit.
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

November 19, 1987

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho, President

Families of Vietnamese political
Prisoners Association

P.0. Box 5435

Arlington, VA 22205

Dear Mrs. Tho:

In response.to your request, enclosed.please find the text
of the remarks I made at the dinner meeting of the Association
held last Saturday evening. I am alsc enclosing the text of my
remarks at the Capitol at the Association's 12th anniversary
commemoration, which you had earlier requested,

May I again take this opportunity to thank you very much
for inviting me to be present at the dinner. I appreciated the
warm response to my address.

Best wishes, always

Yours Sincerely,

Qo TR

Robert L. Funseth
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau for Refugee Programs

Enclosures:

As stated.



Remarks by
ROBERT FUNSETH
Senior ﬂeputy Assistant Secretary of State
Bureau for Refugee Programs

Department of State,

at the
Annual Dinner Meeting
of the

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

Falls Church, Virginia

November 14, 1987



I am deeply honored and humbled by your invitation to share
this evening with you in support of the Vietnamese Political
Prisoners and to be asked to address you. I have the greatest
respect for your noble cause and the greatest admiration for
your personal courage in sustaining your heartfelt efforts and
in maintaining your hope in the face of tremendous emotional

hardship and torment.

Sitting together, to share a meal is one of the most
venerated of traditions in the history of the human family. It
is therefore right and proper that we should experience
together this profoundly symbolic act as we commemorate and
rededicate ourselves to the freedom of your husbands, vyour
fathers, your brothers, and your relatives and our Vietnamese

colleagues and our friends.

You will all remember that in September 1984, Secretary
Shultz made the historic announcement of President Reagan's
great humanitarian initiative aimed ;t bringing all of the
"re-education" camp prisoners and their qualifying family

members to the United States.



You will also recall that sadly the Vietnamese authorities
backed away from their initial willingness to negotiate with us
to implement the President's program. We profoundly regret

that change. We sincerely hope it will change.

Wheﬁ it was my privilege to speak briefly at your solemn
commemoration in April at the United States Capitol -- which
marked the twelfth anniversary of the imprisonment of your
loved ones -- I reaffirmed our readiness to resume bilateral
discussions with Hanoi at any time. 5ix weeks ago, in his
testimony before the Congress of the United States, Secretary
of State Shultz again reiterated this pledge on behalf of the

government,

And this evening I stand before you to reaffirm with the
strongest possible words and feelings our firm commitment to
continue our steadfast efforts to bring about the release and
resettlement in the United States‘of all the former and current
"re-education™ camp prisoners and their accompanying family

members who wish to be resettled in America.

I believe you all know that we have urged the Vietnamese
Government to allow all the prisoner; who have been released
from their "reeducation" camp prisons to apply to leave Yietnam
through the Orderly Departure Program and to approve their

applications for exit permits.



Since our formal presentation of the President's initiative
to the representatives of the Vietnamese Government in Geneva
in 1984, 270 former prisoners and over 1,000 of their
accompanying family members -- for a total of nearly 1,300
persons -~ have been allowed to come to the United States.

Perhaps some of you are here this evening.

However pleased we are that these 1,300 persons have been
permitted to leave, we remain greatly disappointed that there
are 11,000 other Vietnamese ~-- including 2,280 former prisoners
-- whose names we have sent to the Vietnamese -- who have not
been given permission to leave. As well as many, many others

who still have not come to our attention.

In your Association's letter to me, you noted the September
announcement in Hanoi of the release of 480 political
prisoners, and asked that we consider five specific proposals
that might hasten their resettlement and reunification with
relatives in the United States. Please allow me now to respond

directly to each of your proposals.

First, You asked that we, "Continue to press Vietnam to

release the prisoners for resettlement in the United States.®

b

-— We have done so. We are doing so. We will do so. Our

policy is clear; our objective is clear. We have declared



again and again our readiness to negotiate the release of
all political prisoners, and we intend to keep trying. I
will once more be leading the U.S. delegation to the annual
meetings with the Vietnamese in Geneva three weeks from
now, and I pledge that we will again use these bilateral
meetings to reaffirm strongly President Reagan's
humanitarian initiative for the release of the
*re-education" camp prisoners and for their resettlement in

the United States.

Second, You asked that we, "Assure that, if these political
priscners are allowed to emigrate, adequate budget and
resettlement numbers are available to take care of this

increased requirement."

-- You always have our assurance to do this. We stand
prepared to take all necessary steps in consultation with
the Congress to ensure that we have the necessary money and
refugee admission numbers to resettle any and all of these
prisoners the Vietnamese authorities allow to emigrate and
who wish to be resettled in the United States.

Third, You asked that we, 'Assur; that Letters of

Introduction (LOI) are issued to any of the recently rel€ased

political prisoners who do not have such a letter as soon as

the names of these political prisoners can be identified.”®



Again, you have our assurance. When we are informed of the
identity of recently released prisoners, the American
Embassy in Bangkok is instructed immediately to review the

files and issue LOI's wherever needed.

Fourth, You asked that we, "Be prepared to establish a

bilateral program with Vietnam to process the political

prisoners if necessary and required by the Vietnamese."

You ask that we be prepared to establish a bilateral
program. We have already had direct.bilateral meetings
with the Vietnamese in 1984, 1985 and 1986. I can assure
you that we are fully prepared to establish such a
bilateral program if this is necessary. It may not be
necessary. Our current Orderly Departure Program mechanism
and the initiative we have put to the Vietnamese
Representatives for these prisoners would be perfectly
sufficient without the establishment of a separate
program. Through it we have resettled 1,300 former
prisoners and their families. However, if the Vietnamese
authorities indicate that they would prefer to establish
such a bilateral program with us for these prisoners, we
are ready to discuss the modaligles of such a program

without further delay. v



Finally, fifth, You asked that we, "Provide to the
Vietnamese community, in writing, clear guidelines on what

family members can accompany.”

-- We appreciate that clear guidelines on accompanying family
members are of great importance to all of you.
Our office has already provided your President with a
written explanation of the current guidelines. If
additional information or clarification is required, we
will be more than happy to provide that as uel; and we are

always available to answer any of your questions.

I am pleased to be able this evening to give you some good
news about the Orderly Departure Program itself. It is working
again, and we are encouradged by the way things seem to be
going. After 18 months of persistent U.S. diplomatic activity,
we succeeded in July in reaching an agreement with the
Vietnamese government for the resumption of interviews for the
ODP. 1In September a parallel agreement was reached on a
bilateral program with the Vietnamese government for the
Amerasian children. Two interview trips to Vietnam by teams of
U.S. Consular and INS officers from the American Embassy in
Bangkok have now been successfully éghpleted. Each resulted in

the interview and approval of over 1,000 persons. We no¥%

expect to be making further interview trips on a reasonably,

regular basis, and we hope for similarly positive results.



I am syre that all of you are aware that at the beginning
of 1986 the ODP suffered a severe setback. At that time the
Vietnamese authorities unilaterally suspended the interviewing
of new ODP applicants for the United States and sharply cut
back the ODP program for all other participating countries. We
conducted a series of meetings with Vietnamese officials over
the next 18 months during which we urged that interviewing be
allowed to resume and during which we made proposals on how the
interviewing process c¢ould be improved and accelerated once it
was resumed. In July of this year in Hanoi, the Vietnamese
government accepted our proposals and agreed to a resumption of
interviewing in Ho Chi Minh City. Since then we have twice
sent interview teams to Ho Chi Minh City. I am very pleased to
be able to report to you this evening that these trips have
been, in our view, successful and we are encouraged by the way
they have gone and, indeed, by the very good cooperation which
the Vietnamese officials in Ho Chi Minh City have extended to

the U.S. officials.

Let me explain briefly how the interview process has
changed and why we believe it could result in faster departures
from Vietnam for those we are able to interview and approve.
Before the end of 1985, the intervi;;ing was done for us by

UNHCR personnel., The results of the interviews were thé&n taken

back to the American Embassy in Bangkok where they had to be



reviewed by U.S. Consular and Immigration officers. Under the
new U.S. proposed procedures, U.S. Consular and Immigration
Officers are going directly to Ho Chi Minh City to conduct the
interviews in person., This means that hopefully most cases can
be adjudicated on the spot, subject to satisfactory medical
examination results, with final approval normally occurring
within only a few weeks after the interviews take place. Since
there is no longer a long backlog of people waiting for
flights, we hope that the first of those approved in September
will be able to join their relatives in the United States

before the end of the year.

There still remain some unresolved processing problems. As
you know, the ODP office at the Embassy in Bangkok issues
Letters of Introduction (LOI) on behalf of applicants whose
files are sufficiently complete and who have either an approved
Form I-130 petition which is "current,® or nearly so, or who
have been tentatively approved for travel. The United States
has provided to the Vietnamese authorities the names of
everyone to whom we have issued an LOI. In August of this
year, after the Vietnamese government agreed to the resumption
of interviewing, the American Embassy sent them a new
consolidated list of everyone to whd; an LOI had been issued

who was still in Vietnam. That list contained about 95,ﬁ00

names. We hope that the Vietnamese authorities will



lncreasingly draw from these U.S. lists of persons who have

already been issued LOIs.

For most of the time that interviewing was suspended, the
Vietnamese government did not issue any exit permits -~ or
issued only a very few. The good news is that they have in
recent months resumed issuing some exit permits again. So we
will make this one suggestion for something you can do, If
your relatives in Vietnam have LOIs but do not have exit
permits, we would suggest that you urge them to re-apply now, -
either for an exit permit or for an appointment for an

interview.

The chances for favorable action on a request may be better
than they have been for some time. Urge your family members in
Vietnam to take a copy of their LOI to the appropriate
authorities and try again now. They may not be successful, but

they may be.

Our mission is not to posture. Our mission is to bring
about the freedom of your relatives and to obtain Vietnamese
agreement for their resettlement in the United States.
Therefore, we must be discreet and careful in what we say in
public. We leave the polemics to others. When we meet @ith

the Vietnamese authorities on this unresolved humanitarian

issue we must be sober, sincere and serious. And we are.



There is -- we believe -- based on the recent positive
developments concerning the Orderly Departure Program -- some
reason to be hopeful that there may be better news ahead about
the "reeducation"™ camp prisoners and their prospects for being

allowed to leave Vietnam for resettlement here.

In June, in an address to the Foreign Ministers of the
Southeast Asian countries meeting in Singapore, Secretary of
State George Shultz declared that the United States would
support the countries of first asylum for the long haul,
including the continuation of a substantial American refugee
resettlement program. In September, this pledge was made
concrete in President Reagan's formal proposal to the Congress,
and subsequent determination, to set the first asylum
admissions ceiling for FY 1988 at 29,500 and the 0ODP ceiling at

8,500 for a total of 38,000 persons.

Commitment is indeed the watchword of United States refugee
policies and programs. We are committed to humanitarian ideals
as a nation. We are committed to helping refugees who are the
victims of oppression in this world. We are committed to
generous refugee admissions programs in order to offer hope and
new lives to the thousands and thouséhds who have lost their

homes. And we are committed to fighting for the freedom to

emigrate of those still imprisoned for their beliefs. Your
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loved ones are uppermost in our thoughts and actions, and we
commit ourselves -- and rededicate ourselves again this evening

-=- to unceasing efforts to obtain their freedom.

Thank you again for the honor to share this evening with

You.
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P.0. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058

October 26, 1987

Oo behalf of the Families
Prisoners Association, and
organization, I would like to extend a very warm
and personal invitation to you to join with us

for a dinner and musical show organized in support
of the Vietnamese Political Prisoners.

of the Vietnamese Political
as President of that

The event will be at the Restaurant Harvest Moon,
located at 7260 Arlington Boulevard in Falls Church,
Virginia, on Saturday, November 14, 1987, beginning
at 6:30 p.m.

Your continued endeavor to assist Indochinese

refugees and particularly the political prisoners

gives us great encouragement and hope. You have

kept the issue alive and in the forefront of the

lives and hearts of many people who have dedicated their
efforts to the struggle of our loved ones.

Please join with us as we say thank you for caring and
as we continue the struggle.

Sincerely,

Khuc Minh Tho (Mrs.)
President
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You Are Cordially Invited To Attend
A Dinner And Music Show Organized
In Support Of '
Vietnamese Political Prisoners

By The Families Of Vietnamese Political

Prisoners Association - A
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XIN PUNG LANG QUEN
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INVITATION

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TOQO ATTEND
: DINNER AND MUSIC SHOW ORGANIZED
IN SUPPORT OF

VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS

BY THE FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL
PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

AT THE RESTAURANT HARVEST maesr M 0ot
7260 ARLINGTON BOULEVARD
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA, 22042

s
ON oéﬁbﬁﬁﬁ“iq, 1987 AT 6:30 PM

REVP: (703)534-0206
OR (703)560-0058 (& | *
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