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Dear Mrs. Tho: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

August 10, 1989 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you again 
for inviting me to participate in a very enjoyable 
evening with the Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association. As you requested, I am 
enclosing a copy of the remarks I delivered. 

I wish you and your colleagues Godspeed as you 
continue your important work on behalf of political 
prisoners in Vietnam. 

Sincerely, , 

U:~'::::'r 

Mrs. Kuch Minh Tho 
President 

Director of Policy Development 

Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association 

P. O. Box 5435 
Arlington, Virginia 22205-0635 



POINTS TO BE MADE BY A. BLAIR DORMINEY, 
DIRECTOR FOR POLICY DEVELOPMENT, 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL, TO 

THE FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 
AUGUST 5, 1989 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to this 

distinguished audience. It is always a privilege to be 

among Vietnamese-Americans -- I have great respect for the 

contribution that you are making to the United States. To 

the former political prisoners who are with us this 

evening, let me say that I have great sympathy for the 

ordeal you endured and I am grateful that you are here. I 

know that you stood firm in the defense of your country, 

and though the outcome of the war was very tragic, this 

does not diminish your patriotism or your courage. Yo~ 

have my deepest respect. Finally, let me express my 

sincere admiration for the Families of Vietnamese 

Political Prisoners Association, and particularly Mrs. 

Khuc Minh Tho, for your commitment and perseverance over 

the years, on behalf of political prisoners. 

In view of the full program this evening I will be brief. 

(Your featured speaker, Mr. Robert Funseth, will report 

the details of the very promising agreement on political 

prisoners he concluded in Hanoi, and I look forward to 

hearing him, as I know you do.) Nonetheless, I want to 

assure you, on behalf of the White House and the National 

Security Council, that the fate of political prisoners in 
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Vietnam remains a matter of particular humanitarian 

concern to us. Your loved ones, your compatriots, are not 

forgotten at the White House. We intend to keep this 

issue at the forefront of our agenda with Vietnam. 

Specifically, we are continuing to work for the release of 

every political prisoner still incarcerated. In addition, 

we will keep faith with the commitment of the previous 

administration, as expressed by Secretary George Shultz, 

to be "ready and willing to accept ... both former and 

present prisoners -- and their families for resettlement 

in the United States as soon as the Vietnamese authorities 

will allow them to leave." As I am sure former political 

prisoners can testify, even a few months in the Vietnamese 

gulag can be a very long time, and the intensity of 

suffering in many cases and the enduring stigma of 

incarceration cannot always be fully summed up in calendar 

days. It is therefore important that we be generous in 

providing the option of resettlement to former prisoners. 

Finally, we will work to see that Vietnam respects the 

human rights of those political prisoners who are released 

and who choose not to emigrate. 

As you may observe, there is considerable dynamism in 

Southeast Asia today. Indications given by Vietnam that 

it will withdraw its troops from Cambodia and contribute 

to a reasonable settlement there are encouraging. We also 
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view positively the willingness of Vietnam to deal with us 

bilaterally on matters of humanitarian concern, now among 

these political prisoners. However, as you well know, the 

situation inside Vietnam remains grim -- politically, 

socially and economically. The Socialist Republic of 

Vietnam continues to number among the most systematically 

repressive of all governments. Unfortunately, there is 

little to suggest that this will change significantly in 

the near future. Given this circumstance, we may expect 

that large numbers of Vietnamese will continue to choose 

to leave Vietnam -- and who can blame them for leaving a 

country that offers little except repression and hardship. 

At the International Conference on Indochinese Refugees 

recently concluded in Geneva, the United States 

participated in adopting a Comprehensive Plan of Action, 

in order to preserve first asylum in Southeast Asia. We 

also made clear our unyielding opposition to involuntary 

repatr.iation t.o Vietnam, and the U.S. continues to hold 

the line against mandatory return, even in the face of 

considerable pressure. As the Secretary of State has made 

quite clear, we will not capitulate on this point and we 

are prepared to denounce the actions of those who do. 
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Where does this leave us? For the moment in an uneasy 

standoff, as we seek to implement the Comprehensive Plan 

of Action. One hope we have is to expand greatly the 

regular Orderly Departure Program (for family 

reunification) as an alternative to clandestine 

departures, and we are already taking steps to increase 

the number of ODP interviews. At the same time, we have 

now seized the opportunity for a special bilateral 

agreement with Vietnam on political prisoners; if 

Vietnam's promised cooperation is, in fact, forthcoming, 

we will soon be able to resettle thousands of political 

prisoners. We are facing potentially an embarrassment of 

riches, and greater resettlement obviously means greater 

expenditure of resources. As you would be the first to 

understand, it would be a tragedy if resettlement of 

political prisoners were to mean a reduction or 

curtailment of regular ODP, or put differently, if 

Vietnamese refugees of different sorts were to become 

pawns in a "zero sum" resource game. In the present 

crisis, it is imperative that all avenues for legal 

emigration be expanded, and that is indeed the commitment 

we made in Geneva. No doubt, this will mean a resource 

challenge, but the U.S. has risen to the occasion before 

and, indeed, has, comparatively speaking, always been a 

stalwart in resettlement. Having called upon Vietnam for 

many years to release its prisoners and its persecuted, we 
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now have a moral obligation to carry through on our own 

commitment, lest we sacrifice a part of our honor and hand 

Vietnam a public relations victory. 

Thank you for this opportunity to share my thoughts 

with you. I wish your organization the very best as it 

continues its work. Thank you. 

.' 
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HOANG ENTERPRISE INC. 
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WILLIAM K, STOVER 

CHIEF OF POLICE 

ARLINGTON COUNTY VIRGINIA 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

2100 15TH STREET, NORTH 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201 

PHONE (703) 358-4040 

TTY (703) 558-2096 
EMERGENCY #91 1 

August 9, 1989 

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho, President 
Frunilies of Vietnmnese Political Prisoners Association 
P. O. Box 5435 
Arlington, Virginia 22205-0635 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

ARTHUR T. CHRISTIANSEN 

DEPUTY CHIEF, MAJOR CRIMES DIVISION 

ROBERT A. DREISCHER 

DEPUTY CHIEF, SERVICES DIVISION 

DAVID L REITEN 

DEPUTY CHIEF, OPERATIONS DIVISION 

I run glad that we were able to provide the assistance you requested for 
your dinner on August 5, 1989. Officer Debra Albnan indicates that you gave 
her $50.00 in cash. Unfortunately, employees of the Arlington County Police 
Department are not pennitted to accept gifts of any kind. 

I have taken the liberty of forwarding the $50.00 that you gave to 
Officer Albnan to HEROES, Inc. I run enclosing a short infonnational sheet 
describing the function of I~ES, Inc, that should give you an idea of its 
benefits to the frunilies of officers killed in the line of duty. I hope you 
can understand why this money cannot be accepted by this Deparbnent. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Willirun K. Stover 
Chief of Pol ice 

by 

David L. Reiten 
Acting Chief of Police 

A NATIONALLY ACCREDITED LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 



HEROFB, Inc. 

HEROES stands for ''Honor Every Responsible Officer's Eternal Sacrifice." 

HEROES, Inc. was founded in July 1964 with a charter enrollment of 150 
business and professional leaders of the communities in the National Capitol 
area. 

HEROFB, Inc. is a non-profit organization incorporated in the District of 
Columbia. It's jurisdiction covers all the law enforcement and fire fighting 
personnel (professional and volunteer) in the District of Columbia, the 
adjoining Maryland Counties of MOntgomery and Prince Georges, Virginia's 
Arlington and Fairfax Counties and the City of Alexandria. 

HEROES, Inc. has no permanent office, nor paid staff. A large amount of 
the organization's operational activities are donated by its members to 
minimize expenses. 

How HEROES, Inc. Works 

Within 24 hours after a law enforcement officer of fireman in 
the National Capitol area dies in the line of duty, his/her 
dependents receive a $3,500.00 check fram HEROES, Inc. transmitted 
through the deceased's commanding officer. This check is intended 
to ease the burdens of funeral costs or the immediate daily living 
expenses at a time when finances are completely disorganized. 

At the convenience of the surviving fmnily members, a HEROES, 
Inc. fact finding committee, including a fmnily selected 
representative of the deceased's service, make a comprehensive 
study of the surviving fmnily needs. 

Each case is appraised on its individual merits to assure the 
best possible disbursement of funds to ease the econamic burden on 
the fmnily and assist them in a new life. 

At Easter and Christmas every dependent child is given a check 
for $500.00 and on every birthday a check for $100.00. 

Scholarship Progrmn 

At this time, the Honor Roll for HEROES, Inc. include more 
than 107 heroes, leaving 120 dependent children to wham we are 
committed for full scholarship assistance. Also, there are 22 
dependent children in colleges and universities throughout the 
Country and 2 widows who are participating in our scholarship 
progrmn in order to better their education for a brighter future. 
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WILLIAM .... STOVER 

CHIEF OF POLICE 

ARLINGTON COUNTY VIRGINIA 
POLICE DEPARTM ENT 

2100 15TH STREET, NORTH 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201 

PHONE (703) 358-4040 

TTY (703) 558-2096 

EMERGENCY #911 

August 9, 1989 

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho, President 
Frunilies of Vietnrunese Political Prisoners Association 
P. O. Box 5435 
Arlington, Virginia 22205-0635 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

ARTHUR T. CHRISTIANSEN 

DEPUTY CHIEF, MAJOR CRIMES DIVISION 

ROBERT A. DREtSCHER 

DEPUTY CHIEF, SERVICES DIVISION 

DAVID L. REITEN 

DEPUTY CHIEF, OPERATIONS DIVISION 

I run glad that we were able to provide the assistance you requested for 
your dinner on August 5, 1989. Officer Debra Altman indicates that you gave 
her $50.00 in cash. Unfortunately, employees of the Arlington County Police 
Department are not pennitted to accept gifts of any kind. 

I have taken the liberty of forwarding the $50.00 that you gave to 
Officer Altman to HEROES, Inc. I run enclosing a short informational sheet 
describing the function of l~, Inc, that should give you an idea of its 
benefits to the frunilies of officers killed in the line of duty. I hop~ you 
can understand why this money cannot be accepted by this Department. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Willirun K. Stover 
Chief of Police 

by 

David L. Rei ten 
Acting Chief of Police 

A NATIONALLY ACCREDITED LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 



HEROES, Inc. 

HEROES stands for ''Honor Every Responsible Officer's Eternal Sacrifice." 

HEROES, Inc. was founded in July 1964 with a charter enrollment of 150 
business and professional leaders of the communities in the National Capitol 
area. 

HEROES, Inc. is a non-profit organization incorporated in the District of 
Columbia. It's jurisdiction covers all the law enforcement and fire fighting 
personnel (professional and volunteer) in the District of Columbia, the 
adjoining Maryland Counties of MOntgomery and Prince Georges, Virginia's 
Arlington and Fairfax Counties and the City of Alexandria. 

HEROES, Inc. has no permanent office, nor paid staff. A large amount of 
the organization's operational activities are donated by its members to 
minimize expenses. 

How HEROES, Inc. Works 

Within 24 hours after a law enforcement officer of fireman in 
the National Capitol area dies in the line of duty, his/her 
dependents receive a $3,500.00 check fram HEROES, Inc. transmitted 
through the deceased's commanding officer. This check is intended 
to ease the burdens of funeral costs or the immediate daily living 
expenses at a time when finances are completely disorganized. 

At the convenience of the surviving family members, a HEROES, 
Inc. fact finding committee, including a family selected 
representative of the deceased's service, make a comprehensive 
study of the surviving family needs. 

Each case is appraised on its individual merits to assure the 
best possible disbursement of funds to ease the econamic burden on 
the family and assist them in a new life. 

At Easter and Christmas every dependent child is given a check 
for $500.00 and on every birthday a check for $100.00. 

Scholarship Program 

At this time, the Honor Roll for HEROES, Inc. include more 
than 107 heroes, leaving 120 dependent children to wham we are 
committed for full scholarship assistance. Also, there are 22 
dependent children in colleges and universities throughout the 
Country and 2 widows who are participating in our scholarship 
program in order to better their education for a brighter future. 



TAM T. PHAN 

@Citizens Bank 
.M Of Maryland 

RIVERDALE, MO. 20131 
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July 18. 1989 

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Assoc. 
P.O. Box 5435 
Arlington~ VA 22205 

To whom it may concern: 

Please find enclosed a check for $ 60. This lS a 
two-for-one match of a donation made to your organization by 
Lotus employee(s). The employee(s) name(s) are enclosed. 

If you need additional information regarding thIS matched 
donation please contact our office at 225~1173. 

Sincer-ely, 

Catherine Thibault 
Grants Administrator 

Lotus Employees: 

Doran VanLoc 

Tht' Phlidll!ilr"I>\ I't"!CI'.II:t 

:<i ( .!lIlI" Ld~1 I'". -.\ L \1 

• nte I'hiLlIHhrop\ l'rl)l!;Lllll 

I.lml.' IlnelojJlll('[Jt (.,)rprft'.1l101l 

_);) (:'llllhndgc I' .Irk \\<11 

(.,l!lliln(If.;I'. \1 -\ II:.!J-I:! 

!",,!1'3 1 1989 

Filii lies of Vieinalesl! Poli helll 
P.O. lIor 543S 
ArlJngtlln. VA 222G5 

Prisoners Assoc. 

" 
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BARBARA J. ALLEN 4-83 

5565 COLUMBIA PIKE. NO. 614 

ARLINGTON, VA 22204 
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Arlington, Virginia 22207 
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Established 1913 
Incorporated 1926 

Officers: 

Pn""",, 
Mrs. Eloi~e H WaIte 

ViaPresWents 
qenrv Dudley.J!. 
Harold D. Fangboner 

• ,<l.Surer 

101512th Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
Telephone (202) 347·0101 

MI-.Joseph A. Vasquez.Jr. 
Assistant TrMSUr€T 
Miss ElsIe Cabell 
Secretmy 

Travelers Aid Society of Washington, DC, Inc. 
Mrs Linda Cropp 

AsSIStant SBCfFlllry 

Mrs. Bettle Benjamin 

Genual C"unsel 
Mr. Jonathan Axelrod 
.4ssislanl General Coun.>rl 
Mr. BenJamm Dorsey 

Members 
Mrs_ Br(:><:k Adams 
Mrs_ Katt T. Beach 
Mr. Phillip Carr 
Mrs_ Diand Cashen 
Mr. Owen W. DavIs 
Mr. Robf'rt E, DavIs 

Mr_lose-ph lle L~ Puente 

~rs. Maxine Garrett 

July 25, 1989 

Nrs. Khuc Ninh Tho 
President 
Families 
P.O. 

of Vietnamese 
Box 5435 

Prisoners Association 

Mr~.WilliamHancock Arlington f VA 22205-0635 
The Rev, John C. Harper, D.D. 
~rs. Jan!" Hooton Inc/:' 

Mrs. God/rey Kauffman 
Mr. Darciel L Korengold 

Mr&. Feh Lau~hhn 
Mrs. Jame, C Lehrer 

Dear Tho: 

Thank you for the kind 
support of Vietnamese 

invitation to your 
Political Prisoners. 

annual dinner in 
'Ar. MalCGlm R. Lovell,Jr. 
Mrs. Clark MacGregor 

Mrs_ Thurgood Marshall 
Mrs_ Jeanne A. Martinez 
Mr. Charl<:'~ E. Morgan 
Mn, Pat Munroe 
Mr WIlham /'>;ormJn 

I am planning to be on vacation that week and find that I must 
decline your invitation. 

Mrs, .1IJfred Usgood 

Dr. Miriam Raskin 

Magda RataJskl 
'rederick B. Rooney 
Michael Schweder 

I especially enjoyed our lunch the 
our continuing to work together. 

Mr~.lsabd Shannon 

!'.1rs. PotkrSttwart 
-, 

M'".Jcm.,",".S .. lCO< .~ince ely, Mr. Douglas R. Srruth 

Mrs.ManTI'dm!<sSrruth ~ 

Mr. Charl~~ C Van Horn ~ / "/ _ 
Mr. Robert Willtams (,L"f.., '£ ~C.x-/ 
AdvIsory Hoard ;"'lembers: 

4~~ 
Mrs. Demon Blair 

Mrs. Hamson Brand, III 
Mrs. Robtort W, Fleming 
Mrs. Robtort B Frank 
Mr. Harry Fr~~man 

ACSW~ Pauline Dunn, 
Executive Director 

Mrs. Robt>rt E. Freer.Jr 
Mrs. K, Georg Gabriel 

Mr. RIchard Griffin,]r. 

Mr. Patnck Healy III 

Mr. Edwin K. Hoffman 
Mr~. Raymond T. Holden 
Mrs. Fredenck B. Lee 
Mr,John:>t. Loud 

Mr, James D. Mann 

The Hon. HIlda Mason 
The Hon.jtrry ,.l.,. Moore, Jr. 

Mrs. MandeU J, Ourisman 

Dr. Dorothy M. Pearson 

Mrs. Paul C. Rogers 

Mrs. TazeweU T. Shepard. Jr. 
Mr, Lawrence S. Stinchcomb 

Mrs.John S. Voorhe<'s 

Standmg Board Mcmbero: 
Mr EarleBagky,Jr 

Mrs. Nancy C. Christensen 
Ms, Virgirua Herbert 

Mr, Jame~.Ii WlJdmg 

F 'tiYe Director' 

wille L Dunn, ACSW 

Member: 
Travelers Aid InternatIOnal 
Amcncan ":ouncil For Nationalities Service 

other day and look forward to 
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HOI GIA 8iNH TlJ NHAN CHINH TR! VI~T NAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205·0635 
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058 

Ngay 18-8-1989 
VIA CHI TiJA SOAN, 

6269 LEESIIURG PIKE 
SUlTllI07 

FALLS CHURCH, 
VA. 22044 - 21 OJ 

(703) 533.0264 
Beeper: 605.5763 + 
your number ... + # 

HOI GIA DINH TO NHAN CHINH TR! VIET NAM 

Xin chan thanh cam t~: 

Quy Vi liinh d~o cac Ton Giao, cac Boan Th~, Bao Chi va Bl\ng 

Bao 
dii tdi tham d!!, biia cc1m "BONG TAM" dlf<;lC t6 chJc t~i Nha Rang 

SAIGON PALACE vao chi~u ThJ Bay, ngay 5 thang 8.1989. 

S!!, hi~n di~n dong dao cua quy vi d§ giup biia wm thanh cong t6t 

d~p trong ni~m vui chung vdi tin cac Til Nhan Chfnh Tri Vi~t Nam 

se dlf<;lC doan t1,l vdi than nhan t~i Roa Ky. 

Chung toi cling xin thanh th~t cam c1n cac ngh~ Sl va cac em sinh 
vi~n hQc sinh da d6ng g6p tfch c!!,c van chlfc1ng tr)nh v~n ngh~ d'3y 

dan t¢c tfnh va va cilng phong phd. 

Ket qua chi thu cho Biia Cc1m "BONG TAM" se dlf<;lC clIng biS 
sau khi chung t(\i hoan ta't cong vi~c ket toan tai chanh. BlIng thoi 
chung toi cling xin cao lei cilng quy vi hAo tam d§ t~ng cac m6n qua 
danh d~ xII s6 va da'u gia trong biia wm "DONG TAM". Nhlfng vl 
thoi giO qua eo h~p, chung toi xin dlf<;lc giii cac m6n qua §'y cho l'3n . 
t6 chJc s~p tdi, nh~m m1,lc dfch gay qu9 giup cac Til Nhan Chfnh Tri 

Vi~t Nam. 

Tran trQng, 

HOI GIA DINH TO NHAN CHINH TRI VI6T NAM 



This pen is a very valuable gift that symbolizes the freedom of all 

Vietnamese Re-education Center Detainees. 

Presented by: Mr. Robert L. Funseth 

August 5, 1989 I:l 
. ,;1..e.rr­.,. 

This valuable gift represents the most recen\.. agreement for the freedom 
of all Vietnamese Re-education Center Detainee,. ... , 
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JOINT STATEMENT 

RESETTLEMENT OF RELEASED REEDUCATION CENTER 
DETAINEES IN THE UNITED STATES 

Representatives of the United States and the Socialist 
Republic of vietnam at a meeting in Hanoi July 27-29, 1989, 
announced that they hope to commence by October 1989 a program 
for the resettlement in the United States of released 
re~ducation center detainees and their close family members who 
wish to emigrate to the United States. The Vietnamese 
delegation was led by Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs Vu 
Khoan. The U.S. delegation was led by Senior Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State Robert L. Funseth, Acting Director of the 
Bureau for Refugee Programs. 

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the United States of 
America, in order to resolve one of the issues of mutual 
concern to the two countries and consistent with their 
humanitarian policies and with the commitments undertaken in 
the Declaration and the Comprehensive Plan of Action adopted by 
the United Nations International Conference on Indochinese 
Refugees, will -- in addition to existing programs -- allow 
those released reeducation center detainees who were closely 
associated with the United States or its allies and who wish to 
do 50 to emigrate, together with their close relatives, to the 
United States. 

The united States delegation declared that released 
reeducation center detainees coming to the United States would 
be subject to all U.S. laws, including those affecting the 
activities of U.S. residents towards other countries. The U.S. 
delegation reaffirmed that the United States has not encouraged 
nor does it have any intention of encouraging or using released 
detainees to engage in any illegal activities hostile -- and 
that the United States will accept these persons solely for 
humanitarian reasons and not for any hostile actions against 
Vietnam. The Vietnamese delegation also reaffirmed that 
Vietnam has not and will not encourage or use released 
detainees to engage in illegal actions hostile or harmful to 
the United States. 

The two sides drew up a draft agreement which included a 
technical annex, and agreed to establish a joint working group 
to coordinate implementation of the program. The two sides 
agreed that the program would be in addition to the existing 
Amerasian and Orderly Departure Programs. 

The two sides expressed great satisfaction with the results 
achieved and expressed hope that the first group of 3,000 
persons for resettlement in the united States under this 
agreement will depart Vietnam before the end of the year after 
processing is completed. 

Hanoi, July 30, 1989 



ANNOUNCEMENT 

U.S. MEETING WITH VIETNAMESE RED CROSS 

The Vietnamese Red Cross has accepted a U.S. proposal to 
receive a second consignment of gift packages for detainees in 
reeducation centers in Vietnam from their relatives in the 
United States with the assistance of the American Red Cross. 

This agreement was reached during a meeting on July 26, 
1989 between Dr. Doan Xuan Muou, Secretary General and Vice 
President of the Vietnamese Red Cross, and Mr. Robert Funseth, 
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of State. Mr. Funseth was in 
Hanoi leading a U.S. delegation for meetings with 
representatives of the Vietnamese government for the 
resettlement of released reeducation center detainees and their 
families in the United States. 

During the meeting, which took place at the Headquarters of 
the Vietnamese Red Cross, officials of that organization 
briefed Mr. Funseth on their newly created tracing service 
which is assisting overseas Vietnamese in locating their . 
relatives in Vietnam for whom they have lost contact since ehe 
war. This tracing service was created with the support of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross. 

Mr. Funseth praised the humanitarian efforts of the 
Vietnamese Red Cross in helping families reestablish contact 
with their missing relatives and their willingness to once 
again deliver gift packages to persons still detained in 
Vietnam's reeducation centers. 

Also attending the meeting was Dr. Do Duc Duong, 
Vice-General Secretary of the Red Cross. 

The addresses of the Vietnamese Red Cross is: 

Office of the Red Cross of Vietnam 
68, Box Trieu Street 
Hanoi, Vietnam 

Hanoi, July 3D, 1989 

, 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

U.S. - VIETNAM MEETING ON EXPANDING THE 
ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM 

During a meeting in Hanoi on July 28 Robert L. Funseth, 

Acting Director of the Bureau for Refugee Programs and Senior 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, and Nguyen Can, Director 

of Immigration, Ministry of Interior, discussed ways to promote 

the Comprehensive Plan of Action adopted last month in Geneva 

at the U.N. International Conference on Indochinese Refugees 

and to discourage clandestine departures by boat by 

significantly expanding the Orderly Departure Program. 

Mr. Funseth noted that the United States has available for 

Vietnam an annual quota of 20,000 immigrant visas for admission 

to the United States of close relatives of Vietnamese already 

residing there and that during this year about 8,000 of those 

visas will be used. Mr. Funseth urged the Socialist Republic 

of Vietnam to expand issuance of exit permits to those persons 

eligible for immigrant visas so that the full quota of 20,000 

per year will be .reached, for at least each of the next five 

years. Mr. Funseth observed that admission to the United 

States of 100,000 immigrants from Vietnam to seek this route of 

emigration, rather than clandestine departures by boat. 

Mr. Can took note of these views. They both agreed that 

the two sides will endeavor to promote the expansion of the 

Orderly Departure Program. 

Hanoi, July 30, 1989 
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HOPE AND CHALLENGE 

Report on the 1989 Hanoi Negotiations for the Resettlement 

of the Vietnamese Reeducation Center Detainees 

August 5, 1989 

You honor me once more by inviting me to share this evening 

with you -- to share another meal together -- that most 

spiritual and symbolic experience of sharing in the human 

family. You must have sensed this when you decided to call 

yourself "Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners." 

A week ago today, in Hanoi on Saturday, July 29, 1989, the 

United States and Vietnamese delegations reached what I hope 

will come to be seen as an historic and humanitarian agreement 

to bring about the long awaited and long overdue reunification 

and resettlement of reeducation center detainees with their 

families and friends in the United States. 

As a new dawn was bringing light to a new day across the 

United States, on Sunday morning, July 30, 1989, the United 

States and vietnam released the following Joint Statement, 

announcing the success of our negotiations. (What a wonderful 

coincidence that it was on a Sunday -- that most special day of 

the week -- that this good news could be revealed.) 
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The text reads: 

Joint statement 

QUOTE: Representatives of the United States and the 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam at a meeting in Hanoi July 27-30, 

1989, announced that they hope to commence by October 1989 a 

program for the resettlement in the United States of released 

reeducation center detainees and their close family members who 

wish to emigrate to the United States. The Vietnamese 

delegation was led by Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs Vu 

Khoan. The United states delegation was led by Senior Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of State Robert L. Funseth, Acting Director 

of the Bureau for Refugee Programs. 

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the United States of 

America, in order to resolve one of the issues of mutual 

concern to the two countries and consistent with their 

humanitarian policies and with the commitments undertaken in 

the Declaration and the Comprehensive Plan of Action adop~ed by 

the United Nations International Conference on Indochinese 

Refugees, will -- in addition to existing programs -- allow 

those released reeducation center detainees who were closely 

associated with the United States or its allies and who wish to 

do so, to emigrate, together with their close relatives, to the 

United States. 



- 3 -

The United States delegation declared that released 

reeducation center detainees coming to the United States would 

be subject to all U.S. laws, including those affecting the 

activities of U.S. residents towards other countries. The 

United States delegation reaffirmed that the United States has 

not encouraged nor does it have any intention of encouraging or 

using released detainees to engage in any illegal activities 

hostile or harmful to Vietnam -- and is opposed to any such 

activities -- and that the United States will accept these 

persons solely for humanitarian reasons and not for any hostile 

actions against Vietnam. The Vietnamese delegation also 

reaffirmed that Vietnam has not and will not encourage or use 

released detainees to engage in illegal actions hostile or 

harmful to the United States. 

The two sides drew up a draft agreement which included a 

technical annex, and agreed to establish a joint working group 

to coordinate implementation of the program. The two sides 

agreed that the program would be in addition to the existing 

Amerasian and Orderly Departure Programs. 

The two sides expressed great satisfaction with the results 

achieved and expressed hope that the first group of 3,000 

persons for resettlement in the United States under this 

agreement will depart Vietnam before the end of the year after 

• 
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processing is completed. Hanoi, July 30, 1989. END QUOTE and 

the text of the Joint Statement 

First U.S. List 

At the conclusion of the negotiations, I presented to the 

Vietnamese delegation the first U.S. list of 3,500 persons 

consisting of former reeducation center detainees and their 

families who are all beneficiaries of approved U.S. immigrant 

visa petitions. I requested that these persons be processed 

for emigration to the United States as soon as possible and 

hopefully by the end of the 1989 calendar year. 

At the negotiating meetings with the Vietnamese delegation, 

I also requested that Vietnam release all remaining persons 

detained in reeducation centers, including writers and 

religious leaders. 

I urged that these persons once released should be allowed, 

if they wish, to emigrate to any country which will admit them. 

I also requested that the basic civil rights of former 

reeducation detainees and their families be fully restored, 

including the lifting of any existing discrimination against 

these persons, includin~ for example, any restrictions on food 

rations, or education and employment opportunities. 

, , 
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In addition to the Joint Statement, two other important 

statements were made in Hanoi: The first concerns the 

Vietnamese Red Cross and the second calls for expanding the 

Orderly Departure Program. 

Vietnamese Red Cross 

A few hours after my arrival in Hanoi, on Wednesday, July 

26, I had a meeting -- at my request -- with officials of the 

Vietnamese Red Cross. You will recall it was through the 

Vietnamese Red Cross that we were able to arrange the first 

ever direct shipment of Tet gift packages earlier this year to 

persons who continued to be detained in reeducation. 

The Vietnamese Red Cross accepted my proposal to receive a 

second consignment of gift packages for detainees in 

reeducation centers in Vietnam from their relatives in the 

United States with the assistance of the American Red Cross as 

soon as such a shipment can be arranged. 

During this meeting, which took place at the Headquarters 

of the Vietnamese Red Cross, officials of that organization 

also briefed me on their newly created tracing service which is 

assisting overseas Vietnamese in locating their relatives in 

Vietnam with whom they have lost contact since the war. This 

tracing service was created with the support of the 
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International Committee of the Red Cross. They said they would 

be pleased to receive any requests for this service from 

Vietnamese in the United States. 

Orderly Departure Program 

The second separate meeting I had in Hanoi was on July 28 

with Mr. Nguyen Can, the Director of Immigration of the 

Ministry of Interior. 

During this meeting, Mr. Nguyen Can and I discussed ways to 

promote the Comprehensive Plan of Action adopted last month in 

Geneva at the U.N. International Conference on Indochinese 

Refugees and to discourage clandestine departures by boat by 

significantly expanding the Orderly Departure Program. 

In this meeting, I noted that the United States has 

available for Vietnam an annual quota of 20,000 immigrant visas 

for admission to the United States of close relatives of 

Vietnamese already residing here -- in addition to an unlimited 

number of visas for immediate relatives -- and that during this 

year about 8,000 Vietnamese with visas had received exit 

permits. I urged Vietnam to expand issuance of exit permits to 

those persons eligible for immigrant visas so that the full 

quota of 20,000 per year will be reached, for at least each of 

the next five years. I observed that admission to the United 

• 
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states of 100,000 immigrants from Vietnam over the next five 

years would encour'age more Vietnamese to seek this route of 

emigration, rather than clandestine departures by boat and 

contribute to the success of the Comprehensive Plan of Action. 

Mr. Can took note of these views. We both agreed that the 

United States and vietnam will endeavor to promote the 

expansion of the Orderly Departure Program. 

History of the Negotiations 

But how did we get there? What happened during these past 

seven years to bring us finally to reach an agreement in Hanoi 

last week? 

First and foremost, your steadfast support encouraged me to 

persist in these negotiations until we reached our goal. 

Before leaving for Hanoi I received letters of support from 

Vietnamese American Associations. I want each of you who wrote 

me to know that I carried your letters with me to Hanoi. I 

read them during the long flight out and carried them with me 

to the negotiating table. And I read them again with a 

grateful heart on the return flight home three days ago, on 

Wednesday (August 2). Your welcome on arrival at the airport 



- 8 -

at the end of a 24-hour journey was heartwarming and 

unforgettable. 

Last Seven Years 

Let us recall briefly the last seven years. After two 

years of behind the scenes diplomatic effort with Vietnam with 

little success -- that is in 1982 and 1983 -- Secretary Shultz 

in 1984 made the public pronouncement, on behalf of President 

Reagan, of the American humanitarian initiative to bring about 

the release of all reeducation camp prisoners and their close 

family members for emigration to the United States. There 

followed new U.S. diplomatic actions using all available 

channels to bring about its successful implementation -­

bilateral, multilateral, and private, non-governmental. I had 

the honor to present this Presidential initiative to Vietnam in 

Geneva in October 1984. 

Since then we have welcomed the release of almost all of 

those in detention, although the number still detained is 

uncertain. We have been disappointed, however, by how few of 

the released detainees were allowed to resettle about 3,000 

persons, including 600 detainees. 

With still no positive response, however, from the 

Vietnamese to begin formal negotiations, then Secretary of 

• 
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state Shultz wrote in April 1988 to Vietnamese Foreign Minister 

Nguyen Co Thach urging that the vietnamese meet with us to 

discuss the issue of resettling former reeducation center 

detainees. This resulted in a meeting in June 1988 in New York 

City between Foreign Minister Thach, Presidential Special Envoy 

General John Vessey, and myself when it was agreed to begin 

negotiations in Hanoi for a resettlement program. 

July 1988 Negotiations 

I had the honor to lead the U.S. delegation to the first 

negotiations in Hanoi in July 1988 at which time we reached an 

agreement in principle to resettle the former reeducation 

center detainees and their close family members in the United 

States with unresolved issues to be addressed at a subsequent 

meeting which was to be held in Hanoi in September 1988. 

However, before this could take place, you will recall that on 

August 3, Vietnam announced a "temporary suspension" on a range 

of humanitarian issues, including continued negotiations for 

the resettlement of the detainees. 

International Conference 

From that date until June 1989, the Vietnamese did not 

respond to our repeated requests for a resumption of 

negotiations. Meanwhile, the diplomatic process leading up to 

the U.N. International Conference on Indochinese Refugees was 

underway. The United States and vietnam agreed that the 
• 
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Comprehensive plan of Action to be adopted at that Conference 

should include reference to the inclusion of former reeducation 

center detainees and their close family members in an expanded 

Orderly Departure Program. This was a very encouraging and 

positive development. At the Geneva Conference, Deputy 

secretary of State Lawrence Eag1eburger on June 13 reaffirmed 

on behalf of President Bush, the U.S. commitment to resettle 

the reeducation center detainees and their families in the 

United States and urged Vietnam to resume negotiations, looking 

toward the day when these persons would be allowed to 

emigrate. At a bilateral meeting with us in Geneva, June 14, 

Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach accepted the U.S. proposal for 

the meetings which have just taken place in Hanoi July 26-30, . 
1989. 

Support of Vietnamese Americans 

Throughout these seven long years of negotiations, we have 

been helped by the strong support of the Vietnamese-American 

community. I wish to pay tribute this evening to three of 

these organizations whose dedication to community service 

represent the best of what is possible for new citizens working 

in a democracy. They are: (1) The Families of Vietnamese 

Political Prisoners Association, (2) The Indochina Resource 

Action Center and (3) The Overseas Vietnamese Church Conference. 
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The Families of vietnamese Political Prisoners 

As all of you will remember, "The Families of Vietnamese 

Political Prisoners Association" was founded in 1977 as a 

support group to alleviate the plight of detainees and to 

provide assistance to their families in the United States. The 

Association's membership now includes about 2,000 people. Over 

the years, the Association has persistently pursued its goals 

to: 1) work actively toward the release of all Vietnamese 

reeducation center prisoners, 2) inform the public about the 

plight of those imprisoned and 3) assist relatives to prepare 

documents required for resettlement. 

Over the years this Association, under the dedicated 

leadership of Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho, has provided an important 

service for families who are trying to bring their relatives to 

the United States from Vietnam. They maintain files on some 

10,000 people in Vietnam, including about 7,000 reeducation 

center detainees and several thousand Amerasians. Mrs. Khuc 

Minh Tho and her friends meet with my staff every week in the 

evening to review individual cases. I know that Mrs. Khuc Minh 

Tbo and her staff sometimes work until 2:00 or 3:00 in the 

morning in order to prepare for these weekly meetings. Thank 

you Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho. 

• 
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Indochina Resource Action Center 

The Indochina Resource Action Center (IRAC) under the 

distinguished leadership of its president, Dr. Le Xuan Khoa, 

representing some 80 Indochinese mutual assistance associations 

nationwide, demonstrates the important role that the 

Vietnamese-American community can and should play in U.S. 

refugee policies and programs - not only in the resettlement 

program aspects but also the larger issues of refugee rights 

and protection. 

IRAC's efforts on behalf of Indochinese refugees over the 

past year was a contributing factor to the success of the 

International Conference on Indochinese Refugees held in Geneva 

this past summer -- a Conference which Dr. Khoa attended as a 

representative of the Vietnamese communities in the United 

States. Another member of the IRAC Board of Directors, Mr. 

Anthony Vang, served as a member of the U.S. delegation. 

Important projects under IRAC's auspices also include 

community development activities and training programs fqr 

Indochinese refugees in the United States, which will take on 

new importance with the increased arrivals of the former 

detainees and their families. Thank you Dr. Le Xuan Khoa. 

• 
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Overseas Vietnamese Church Conference 

The Overseas Vietnamese Church Conference and especially 

its External Affairs Committee under the enlightened leadership 

of its Chairman, The Reverend Thuan Cong Ly, has been 

especially helpful. Reverend Ly brought to our attention the 

plight of pastors detained in reeducation whose release we have 

sought. 

I am pleased to report that each of these pastors have now 

been interviewed for resettlement and we hope they will soon 

receive permission to leave so they can join in the important 

social work of the Vietnamese church in America. 

The Conference serves as a catalyst for encouraging 

Vietnamese churches to participate in refugee resettlement. 

Many Vietnamese churches act as co-sponsors for Amerasian and 

family reunification cases. The Conference plans to provide 

the same assistance to reeducation center detainees when they 

begin arriving in the United States. Their resettlement 

planning includes communication with other churches to enlist 

their assistance on behalf of this population. Thank you 

Reverend Thuan Cong Ly. 

These three organizations are representative of those which 

provide support and a sense of cohesiveness to the 

Vietnamese-American communities throughout the country. 
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A New Challenge 

When the former detainees and their families arrive here to 

begin a new life, the Vietnamese-American community will be 

called on to meet a new challenge. I am confident you will 

meet this challenge by opening your hearts and homes to these 

newcomers from vietnam as they begin to arrive in your 

neighborhoods. 

They and their families -- both those who accompany them 

and those with whom they will be reunited with here -- will 

need all of the help we can provide in the always difficult 

task of adjusting to a new life in a new land. 

Federal, state and local governments provide some financial 

assistance for the resettlement process. But money cannot buy 

the love, friendship and good neighborliness which you in the 

Vietnamese community can and I hope will provide. And not just 

on arrival or for the first thirty days, but for a lifetime. 

To enjoy and experience a friendship for a lifetime is a 

precious human experience. 

This evening, I ask each of you to reflect for a moment on 

your own personal experiences as a newcomer in what was then 

for you a strange land. 'Remember those who helped you make 

this difficult adjustment. Remember what it meant to have the 

, 
• 
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support of friends in the community. Or, if you did not 

unfortunately receive the help you needed, you now have an 

opportunity to make sure these new emigrants receive the help 

and support you know they need. 

I ask you also to keep in mind the Amerasian childre'n and 

their mothers. Now young adults, many have been outcasts in 

their native land and some remain strangers here. They and 

their families also suffered, also came out of the war 

experience with scars just as you did. 

I hope each of you will take an active part in the 

resettlement of the former detainees and Amerasians: perhap~ 

each family here could pledge to "adopt" one family and help 

them to adjust to their new lives. Only with your personal 

support will they truly feel that their journey in search of a 

homeland has finally ended and that they are truly at home in 

America. 

This evening I will conclude my remarks -- as I did on the 

first occasion you invited me to address you two years ago 

with excerpts from a beautiful poem published in your 

Association's 1985 Special Report. It was on the occasion of 

your 12th Anniversary Commemoration of April 30, 1987 at the 

United States Capitol. Then and now I invite Mrs. Khuc Minh 

Tho to read the verses in Vietnamese. 
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"Living Here. Dreaming There" 

The poem by Mac Tran Lan is entitled: "Living Here, 
Dreaming There." 

Being present here, full of bitterness, 
Missing country and a peaceful past 
Leaving once, thousands of miles apart 
Feeling, without life, becomes loneliness 

Being here with animated streets 
Roaming weekends aimlessly 
Being here among the crowd -- feeling lonely 
Missing the eyes of my fellowmen 

Being present here with distinctive season 
(Each as melancholy as a lost soul, without identity) 
Daily leaving for work amidst the haze 
Seeing future veils with tiresome awe 

Being present here, with increasing nostalgia 
Friends some gone, some imprisoned 
Loving mother's eyes full of tears' 
Loving girl's heart full of waiting and hope 

Being present here, Dreaming over there, 
Bewilderment calling deep inside. 

And in Vietnamese this beautiful poem reads: 
(Translation in Vietnamese,) 

ti aEN !lAY H6NG vi abc (y - - - - - _.- - - - - -
rf ~Il "1 .eft Ita ca1 dq 
:chef'~' hlldlla Db tillac bUb .1fA 
!'loSe liD Ii ~lia trUha 1Iw hue 
ti _ rll 161 blal cl 11h 

d bh d, phi pb~ buY'1l aa'o 
lip! cu&l tuia .(DI k1~ 1anl thanl 
(ad 1'- 1c5111 (81) ,Ud D~l 1Ih~ htp 
Th" ...a cUna ~al .at I&UI hlld", . 

6'bfll aaJr ~~ 8Ul rl'llI bl't 
(au.5a aao Dt ahll l:~ aCt CJul hu'dlll) 
Sa'nJ - .116", U thJA 11'& J 
ruy t~ 1&1 11110 lllia 'fa cUna 

~ bb ai, tan. I" Id'p ahII 
Bill bi bID k.!.a, alia .Yt. "" eli 
nll#dlll .. (U nh,e Fol de l' 
ThIlc5111 DlMl ,Iu vlt 'fa _. (Ill 

d bb ai, -9111 vi" btll t, 
Mila 11&111 Ithulal rio aql .. 

taa caD ••• 
• 
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This sad poem will always haunt me. But its heartfelt 

verses still encourage me to persist in 1989 as they did when I 

first read them four years ago. 

Its message of loneliness and helplessness and bewilderment 

must not only reinforce our resolve that we will never give up 

until we have succeeded in reuniting all of you with your loved 

ones who are in prison or out of prison. 

Its message must also commit us never to give up our help 

to all the Mac Tran Lan's already in our midst and all the Mac 

Tran Lan's yet to come so that their feelings of loneliness and 

helplessness and bewilderment will give way to feelings of 

friendship and hope and confidence. 

What I ask of you this evening is to make the newcomers in 

your midst feel they are no longer strangers -- but neighbors 

to someone -- someone who will befriend their new neighbors. 

And through neighborly love and friendship these newcomers from 

Vietnam will be helped to feel less and less as strangers -­

until hopefully there comes that memorable day when they. will 

no longer feel alone or lonesome or bewildered, but will truly 

feel in their hearts and minds they are at last at home among 

us and at home and at peace within themselves. 
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One of the great Apostles of the Christian Church, saint 

Paul, had each of us in mind when he said: 

"Be not forgetful to entertain strangers for thereby some 

have entertained angels unawares." (Hebrews 13:2) 

Thank you. 
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HOI CIA f)INH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

PO 80X 5435. ARLINGTON, VA 22205·0635 
TELEPHONE 703·560·0058 

SPECIAL THANKS TO MR. & MRS. ROBERT l. FUNSETH 

THE FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS OUR GRATEFUL 

APPRECIATION TO MR. ROBERT L. FUNSETH, SENIOR DEPUTY 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY, THE STATE DEPARTMENT, FOR HIS 

DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT TO THE HUMANITARIAN CONCERNS 

AND ISSUES OF THE VIETNAMESE RE-EDUCATION CENTER DETAINEES 

IN THE RE-EDUCATION CAMPS. THROUGH HIS DEVOTION AND 

COMMITMENT HE HAS BROUGHT US TO THIS DAY OF PROMISE AND 

HOPE ••• THE PROMISE OF A BETTER FUTURE AND LIFE FOR THE 

RE-EDUCATION CENTER DETAINEES; AND THE HOPE THAT AFTER 

14 YEARS, THIS REUNIFICATION WILL SOON BE A REALITY. 

Videotape 
8/5/89 
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_.- EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

MANILA, PHILIPPINES 

August 31, 1989 

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho 
President 
Families of Vietnamese Political 

Prisoners Association 
P.O. Box 5435 
Arlington, VA 22205-0635 

Dear Hrs. Tho: 

Thank you for the kind invitation to attend the Annual 
Dinner and Cultural Show presented earlier this month 
bv the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
Association. As I indicated in an earlier letter, and 
by telephone to one of your colleagues during my brief 
visit to Washington last month, I was not able to 
attend as I w'as then en route to my new assignment in 
Manila, Philippines. 

\Vhile I could not be there in person, I ~vas and am with 
you in spirit, and continue to support efforts to assist 
those who have suffered due to their beliefs in freedom 
and their previous association with the United States 
in Vietnam. 

Sincerely, 
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