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SYMPOSIUM ON VIETNAMESE FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS 

09:30 - 10:15 AM. -REGISTRATION 

'10:15 - 10:20 -WELCOME: r' 

10:20 c 10:30 . 
10:30 - 11:00 

-OPENING REMARKS: 

-RE-EDUCATION CENTER 

DETAINEES AND U.S. 

. GOVERNMENT EFFORTS , 
ON THEIR BEHALF: 

Mr. Vu Van Loc. 

MS. Beverly Hunter-Curtis 

Representing Senator Art Torres 

Mr. Robert Funseth, Senior Deputy 

Secretary of State as keynote speaker . 

11:00 - 11:10 -PANEL I: COMMUNITY EFFORTS Ms. Khuc minh Tho, Families of 

11:10-11:30 

11 :30 - 12:00 

12:00 - 12:45 

ON BEHALF OF POLITICAL 

PRISONERS. 

-BREAK. 

-PANEL II: RESETTLEMENT 
'. . 

SERVICES:' 

-QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. ; 

12:45 - 01:00 PM -WRAP-UP. 

-MASTER OF CEREMONIES. 

-SECRETARIAL TEAM. 

Political Prisoners Association. 

Mr. Cao van.Hung, Associations of 

Vienamese Political Prisoners. 

Ms. Deborah Tran, State Depart. of 

. Social Services - Refugee Services 

Sister Nicole Nguyen, Catholic 

Charities Refugee Services, San Jose 

Mr. Manuel Ares, Director, Employment 

& Training Programs, Santa Clara 

Cqunty Social Services Agency. 

Mr.Thuy Pham, Bach Viet Association. 

Mr. Loc van Vu, IRCC (Moderator). 

Members of the Audience are asked 

to submit questions in writing to a 

Floor Facilitators. Questions will be 

screened to avoid duplication 
, 

Secretarial team. 

Van Le Do & Barett Thang Nguyen 

Dr. Chi Nguyen, Lam Nguyen, 

. Beverly Hunter-Curtis, 

Cao Hung Nguyen 
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SYMPOSIUM ON 
VIETNAMESE FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS 

• Saturday, October 28, 1989 • 
• Marriott Hotel • Anaheim, California 

This symposium is convened by Senator Art Torres 
who is Chairman of the California Legislature's Joint Committee 

on Refugee Resettlement, International Migration and 
Cooperative Development in direct response to the accord signed 

on July 29, 1989 between the United States and Viet-Nam 
for the emigration of released Vietnamese political prisoners 

and family members. 

8:30 - 9:30 am 

9:30 - 9:35 am 

9:35 - 9:45 am 

9:45 - 10:30 am 

10:30 - 10:35 am 

10:35 - 10:50 am 

10 : 50 - 11: 0 0 am 

11:00 - 12:00 pm 

AGENDA 

REGISTRATION 

INTRODUCTION & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

OPENING REMARKS: Senator ART TORRES 

REPORT: Re-education Center Detainees and 
U.S. Government Efforts on Their Behalf 
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary ROBERT FUNSETH 

Statement by a Former Political Prisoner 

BREAK 

REMARKS: Senator ED ROYCE 
Introduction of Panels 

PANEL I - National perspective 
Dr. Le-Xuan-Khoa (Moderator), 
Indochinese Resource Action Center 
Mrs. Theresa Rusch, U.S. Department of State 
Bureau of Refugee Program 
Mrs. Mary Chi Ray, Office of Refugee 
Resettlement 
Ms Alicia Cooper, InterAction 
Mrs. Khuc-Minh-Tho, Families of Former Political 
Prisoners Association 
Mr. Ton-That-Dien, General Association of Former 
Political Prisoners of Vietnamese Communists 



~ympOSiUm 
on 

VIETNAMESE FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS 
October 28, 1989 • Anaheim, California 

is sponsored by 
the 

California Legislature's 
Joint Committee on Refugee Resettlement, 

International Migration and Cooperative Development 
Senator Art Torres, Chairman 

and is 
made possible by the support of 

the 
United States Department of State 

• California State Department of Social Services 
• Orange County Social Services Agency 

• City of Irvine 
• InterAction 

National Voluntary Agencies 
• Church World Service - St Anselms Immigrant & Refugee Center 

• Indochinese Resource Action Center 
• Economic and Employment Development Center 

in Los Angeles 
• Vietnamese Community of Orange County, Inc • 

• Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 
• Task Force for Vietnamese Political Prisoners 

ih Northern California 
• Reception Committee of the Coalition of Vietnamese 

Organizations in Northern California 
Association of Former Political Prisoners of Communist Viet-Nam 

in Southern California 
• General Association of Former Political Prisoners 

of Vietnamese Communists 

and by 
the contributions of 

the 
City of Irvine 

Vietnamese Community of Orange County, Inc. 
Economic and Employment Development Center 

in Los Angeles 
Association of Former Political Prisoners of Communist Viet-Nam 

in Southern California 

Special thanks 
to 

• Marriott Hotel 
• The Vietnamese Community in California 

• The Vietnamese Student Volunteers in Southern California • 



12:00 - 1:00 pm 

1:00 - 1:15 pm 

PANEL II - State and Local Perspective on 
Resettlement Task 
Mr. Walter Barnes (Moderator), State Department 
of Social Services - Refugee Services Branch 
Ms Mai Cong, Vietnamese Community of 
Orange County, Inc. 
Mr. Giao Hoang, Economic and Employment 
Development Center in Los Angeles 
Mr. Larry Leaman, Orange County Social 
Services Agency 
Mr. Cung Pham, Church World Service -
St. Anselms Immigrant & Refugee Center 
Dr. Van Van Nguyen, Association of Former 
Political Priosoners of Communist Viet-Nam 
Mr. Lam Duc Nguyen, Task Force for Vietnamese 
Political Prisoners in Northern California 

WRAP-UP 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES Father Nguyen-Xuan-Duc 

QUESTIONS , ANSWERS 

Questions from the audience will be allowed following 
Mr. Robert L. Funseth's report and after each panel 
discussion. Due to the time constraint, members of the 
audience are asked to submit their questions to a Floor 
Facilitator who will screen these questions to avoid 
duplication. Our volunteer Floor Runners will assist 
you to fill out these questions. Your help and 
cooperation on this matter are greatly appreciated. 
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SYMPOSIUM ON VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Background 

On July 29, 1989 the United States and the Vietnamese government 
signed an Accord on the emigration of Vietnamese who had been 
released from reeducation camps. The Accord represents the 
culmination of seven years of difficult, often stalled, 
negotiations between the United States and Vietnam. 

This breakthrough is critical to the lives of these men, many of 
whom have spent over ten years imprisoned because of their 
involvement with the United States and the South Vietnamese 
governments during the war. Until this Accord opened the door 
for emigration, many to reunite with families in the U.S., the 
thousands released are languishing in Vietnam with the only real 
prospect for leaving being the route of clandestine, dangerous 
escape. 

One of the most tragic experiences for the Joint Committee 
fact-finding delegation earlier this year was to meet with the 
former political prisoners in Ho Chi Minh City, formerly Saigon. 
The tragedy of their imprisonment had been replaced with a 
depressing life of unemployment and hopelessness. Now there is 
hope. Some are already registered with the Orderly Departure 
Program set up as a mechanism for orderly, safe emigration as an 
option to escape. Some are not registered· with the ODP out of 
fear of further persecution from the government. 

Upon announcement of the Accord, intense interest on the part of 
the Vietnamese community gave rise to speculation and rumor about 
who would be admitted, and even whether it would actually happen 
after all this time. For the general community and public and 
private service providers there is a need to know about these 
refugees, where they will settle and what their needs will be. 

Purpose of the Symposium 

The Symposium is designed to inform the Vietnamese community and 
the general public on the Accord. Mr. Robert Funseth of the 
Department of State who has been the point person for the 
negotiations resulting in the Accord will report on what the 
Accord means and its implementation. He will also be available 
to answer questions in order to clarify issues of concern to the 
community. 

In addition the Symposium will feature panels on former political 
prisoners first, from a national and, secondly, from a 
state/local perspective. Panel presentations on the national 
perspective will assess the current situation and cover advocacy 
efforts and planning for reception and placement of the political 
prisoners admitted to the United States. 

The second panel will include the State Refugee Coordinator and 
local mutual assistance association, local voluntary agency and 
local government perspective. The purpose of Panel II is to 
begin the process of understanding the needs of the former 
political prisoners and coordinating services to help them 
integrate successfully into the communities where they settle. 



Emba.u)· of tht Unil,.d 5101e$ of America 

0.8. OIlDIltLY PIPAJt'fU1l PlOQaAII (OD') noe.llnlO 

Th. O.S. Ord'rly P.parture .cogram (OD') ha. brought over 85,000 p.opl. 
to the U.I. from Vletna •• inc. the program b.gan in 1'7'. In gen.ral, 
eligibility for the 0.8. OP' i. ba"d on having .pon'oring relativ •• 1n 
the 0.', oc prov.n clo •• a •• ociation with 0.'. polle1,. and progra •• in 
Vletnaa ,riot to 1175. 

OP' file. can b. opened on th. ba.i. of Affidavit. of a.lation.hip (AOal, 
I .. igrant Vi.a p.tition. ('orm 1-130), Vi.a. 13 cabl •• or OD. 
~e.tlonnair •• indicating clo •• a •• ociation. Spou ••• , children, par.nt. 
and .ibllng. of people re.iding in the 0.8. ar. eligible for the fa~ilY 
reunification a'plct of the aDP. Grandpar.nt., grandchi1dr.n or other 
relation ... y be included in th •. fil •• , but th.ir eligibility for the onp 
will be determined at the time of th.ir int.rview when a deei.lon will be 
m.de •• to th.ir depend'ncy on the family unit. 

In mo.t c •• e., onc. a file i, op.ned the next .tep in the U.S. proc •• aing 
i, r.view for i •• uane. of a Lett.r of Introduction (LOI). Th. LOI i. a 
docum.nt which .tat •• that the U.8. i. willing to int.rvi.w the per.on or 
peraona nam.d on the LOI for po •• ibl. acc.ptanc. for movement through the 
U.S. ODP. It i. not a guarantee of approval. The LOI i. normally 
pr ••• nted to the Vi.tnam ••• authorlti •• by the applicant. a. a pr.liminary 
.t.p in obtaining exit p.rmi •• ion and pre-departure interview.. .lea •• 
note that it i. the Vietname.e authoritie. who determine who will be 
allowed to be intervi.w.d by the ODP. 

~h •• ucce •• of the ODP h •• attract.d a large numb.r of applic.nt •• 
a.cau.e of thi., priori tie. h.ve been •• tabli.hed for LOI revi.w and 
i •• uanc.. Family r.unification c •••• vill be r.vi.w.~ for LOI i •• uance 
whln the applicant. are the ben.ficiari •• of current or n •• r-current 
Immigrant Vi.a Petition. and vou1d ther.fore be able to travel to the 
O.S. a. immigr.nt.. Parent. of _inor children (under 18 y.ar. of a91, 
an~ thu. ineligible to file p.tition.1 living in the 0.1. with n.ith.r 
parene are al.o eli9ib1e for LOI i •• uance upon receipt of an AOa and 
prop.r documentation verifying the rel.tion'hip. Thi. priority .y.tem 
allow. the CD. to r ••• rve limited r.fug.e numb.r. for tho •• who are not 
eligible for immigrant .tatul. The numb.r of immigrant, wbo can b. 
acc.pte~ into the U.8. eacb y.ar i. far gr.ater than the number of 
refug,el alloved. 

Vi ••• 93 ben.ficiari ••• re al.o eligible for LOI revi.w. Bow.v.r, a. 
they would ent.r the u.s. a, refug ••• , r.view of c •••• of I~i9r.nt Vi •• 
P.tition blneficiarie. h., priority ov.r review of ca.e. ba.ed ,olely on 
Vi ••• 93. It i •• trongly recommended th.t •• con~ pr.f.r.nce p.tition. b. 
filed a •• oon a. the O.S. r.lative i •• ligible to do 80. 

Th. immigr.tion channel vill continue to b •• mphali •• d in the for •••• able 
futur.. If .pensor. ar •• ligible to file Immigrant Vi.a Petition. for 
their relative, the ODP urge. th.m to do so. R.1.tiv.s 1n the U.S. may 
continu. to .end AORI. and other docum.nt. to the ODP offic. 1n Bangkok 
to .erve a. the foundation for a future Immigr.nt Vi •• fil.. Th. file 
will not b. r.viewed for an LOI, hoWever, until the p.tition h •• been 
receiv.d and i. cl0.e to being current. 



LOI'. will eontinul to be i •• ued to applicant. for retugee atatu. who are 
of .PIcill humanit.ri.n concern. The •• will primarily b. Am.,a.lan. and 
their aceompanying family Member., and applicant. who .pent long period. 
of tim. in r •• ducation eamp due to th.ir elo ••• a.ociltion with U.S. 
policy .nd program. ln Vi.tn.m. 

Th. ODP r.c.iv •• on • periodic b •• i. li.t. of n.m •• of p.ople the 
Vi.tn ••••• authoriti •• will allow to be lnt.rviewed by ODP .t.ff in Ho 
Chl Minh City. Upon r.c.lpt of the li.t, ODP .t.ff in langkok r.vi.w the 
c •••• to d.t.rmin. what furth.r doeu..nt. or informatlon ar. n.c •••• ry. 
One. the fll ••• re complete, the ODP requ •• t. that the applic.nt. be .ade 
.vail.bl. during on. of the intervi.w •••• 10n.. If the .pplicant. ar. 
approv.d docum.nt.rily they mu.t al.o und.rgo ••• dlc.l examin.tion. If 
th.re .r. no medic.l in.llglbiliti •• the ODP offic. in langkok tr.n.mit. 
final approv.l to the vi.tn ••••• authoriti •• , through the Unit.d Nation. 
High eommil.ion.r for R.fug ••• (UHHCR) Working Group. Th. ca.e i. then 
•• nif •• t.d by the Vi.tn.m ••• for a flight to Bangkok or, 1n the e ••• of 
.ome Ameraai.n or refug ••• pplicantl who will b. att.nding the Engll.h •• 
a S.cond Langu.g'/Cultur.l Orl.ntatlon progr.m in the Philippine., a 
dir.ct fllght from Vi.tn.m to Manil •• 

1n aangkok, approv.d ODP applicant •• re hou.ed in a tran.it cent.r wh.r. 
fin.l pap.rwork and medlcal ch.ek. ar. completed. Th.y gen.rally .tay in 
aangkok for about on. w •• k. Th. majority of family reunification 
applicantl th.n trav.l dir.etly to the O.S. Th. majority of Am.r.sian 
i.migrant. and lome refugee applicant •• re lent to the Philippin •• for 
the .ix month langua;e training .nd cultural orientation program before 
trav.lllng to the u.s. 
All trav.l .rran;ement. are made by the Intergovernmental Committe. for 
Migr.tion (10M). ~r.vel cost. and vi •• fe •• for immigrant. an parol ••• 
trav.lling through the ODP mu.t be paid for in .dv.nce. wh.n paym.nt i. 
due, the 0.8. anchor. are s.nt letter. outlining 'pecific information 
r'gardin; peyment. P.ople travelling in r.fug ••• tatu. continue to .ign 
proai •• ory note. to bt paid b.ck lat.r. ~he 0.8 •• pen.or will b. 
notifi.d 'of the .x.ct travel itin.rary by a local voluntary agency. 

The .ntir. proce •• dep.nd. on .any vari.bl ••• 0 it i. impo •• ible to 
pr.dict bow long .ny •• gment of the proc.dure will t.k •• 

It is very i.portant that ODP b. notified illlD.di.tely of any addr ... 
chang ••• ith.r in Vietnam or the 0.8. Del.y. in proce.ling b.v. occurred 
due to o~, h.ving outdated addt ••••• on file. 

Office Addreu: 

Orderly D.parture Program 
Panjabhum Building 
127 South Sathorn Road 
Bangkok 10120, Thailand 
Tel: 252-5040, EXT ODP 

ODP-H 
(1730a: 05/89) 

APO Mdre •• : 

Orderly D.parture Program 
American Imba •• y 80x 58 
APO,San Franci.co 96346-0001 
Cabl.: JVAODP, BANGXOK 
Telex: 87008 JVAODP TR 



CONTACT LIS T 

Joint Committee on Refugee Resettlement, International Migration 
and Cooperative Development 
1100 "J" Street, Suite 540, Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 323-8641 or FAX. (916) 444-0581 
Senator Art Torres, Chairman 
Ms Beverly Hunter-Curtis, Principal Consultant 
Mr. Nguyen T. Nguyen, Consultant 

Department of State, Bureau of Refugee Program 
Room 5824, Washington D.C. 20520 
(202)647-5822 

Mr. Robert L. Funseth, Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Department of State, Bureau of Refugee Program 
Office of Reception and Placement 
Room 1245 SA-I, Washington D.C. 20520 
(202)663-1057 

Ms Theresa Rusch 

California State Department of Social Services 
Refugee Services Branch 
744 "PO Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916)324-1576 

Mr. Walter Barnes, Chief 

Orange County Social Services Agency 
1055 North Main Street, Suite 600, Santa Ana, CA 92701 
(714) 541-7707 

Mr. Larry Leaman, Director 

City of Irvine 
One Civic Center Plaza, P.O. Box 19575, Irvine, CA 92713 
(714) 724-6233 

Mr. Larry Agran, Mayor 

Indochinese Resource Action Center 
1628 16th Street N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington D.C. 20009 
(202) 667-4690 or FAX. (202) 667-6449 
Dr. Le-Xuan-Khoa, Director 

International Rescue Committee 
1801 West 17th Street, Santa Ana, CA 92706 
(714)953-6912 

Ms Alicia Cooper, Director 

Economic and Employment Development Center 
1908 Beverly Blvd, Suite 100, Los Angeles, CA 90057 
(213)413-4859 

Mr. Andy Anh, Executive Director 



Vietnamese Community of Orange County, Inc. 
3701 McFadden, Suite M, Santa Ana, CA 92704 
(714) 775-2637 

Ms Mai Cong, President 
Mr. Tuong Duy Nguyen, Executive Director 

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 
P.O. Box 5435, Arlington, VA 22205 
(703)560-0058 

Mrs Khuc-Minh-Tho, President 

Task Force for Vietnamese Political Prisoners in Northern 
California 
Reception Committee of the Coalition of Vietnamese Organizations 
in Northern California 
c/o IRCC, 399 West San Carlos, San Jose, CA 95110 
(408) 971-7857 

Mr. Lam Duc Nguyen, South Bay Coordinator 

Association of Former Political Prisoners of Communist Viet-Nam 
in Southern California 
P.O. Box 635, Westminster, CA 92684 
10472 Chapman Avenue # C, Garden Grove, CA 92640 
(714)534-9012 

Mr. Quy Mau Nguyen, Chairman 

General Association of Former Political Prisoners of Vietnamese 
Communists 
P.O. Box 1953, Garden Grove, CA 92642 
13612 Yockey Street, Garden Grove, CA 92644 
(714) 894-4136 
Mr. Hau Nguyen, Chairman of Central Coordinating Committee 
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SENATE MEMBERS 
WILLIAM A. CRAVEN 
RALPH C. DILLS 
KEN MADDY 
MILTON MARKS 
DAVID ROBERTI 
ED ROYCE 

ASSEMBLY MEMBERS 
CHARLES CALDERON 
OOMINIC CORTESE 
SAM FARR 
PHILIP ISENBERG 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 

<!raUfnmia 1Uegislature 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON 

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT. INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION 
AND COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT 

ART TORRES 
CHAIRMAN 

RUSTY AREIAS 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

October 18, 1989 

Dear Symposium Participant: 

BEVERLY HUNTER-CURTIS 
PRINCIPAL CONSULTANT 

NGUYEN T NGUYEN 
CONSULTANT 

AUDREY NODA 
CONSULTANT 

HEWAN YOHANNES 
COMMITTEE SECRETARY 

(916) 323-8641 

1100 j STREET 
STE 540 

SACRAMENTO. CA 95B14 

Enclosed are your ticket(s) for admission to the Symposium on 
Vietnamese Former Political Prisoners on Saturday, October 28, 1989 
in Anaheim, California. On behalf of Senator Art Torres and the 
Joint Committee on Refugee Resettlement, International Migration and 
Cooperative Development, we thank you for your participation at this 
important symposium and we look forward to working with you to 
insure the success of this event. 

DIRECTIONS 
· From John Wayne Airport (Santa Ana): 
Freeway 55 North to Freeway 5 North, Katella Avenue EXIT (LEFT 
turn), LEFT on Harbor Blvd, RIGHT on West Convention Way to Marriott 
Hotel. 
• From Long Beach Airport: 
Freeway 405 South to Freeway 22 East, Harbor Blvd EXIT (North), LEFT 
on West Convention Way to Marriott Hotel. 

REGISTRATION 
• Panel Presenters: Please pick up your name card and package at 
Registration Desk between 8:30 AM and 9:30 AM. 
· Guests with tickets: Please present your ticket at door for 
admission. 
· Guests without tickets: Please pick up your admission ticket(s) 
at Registration Desk between 8:30 AM and 9:15 AM. 
· Press/Media: Please pick up Press Information Package at 
Registration Desk. Contact Persons: Mr. Peter Blackshaw or 
Mr. Nguyen T. Nguyen. 
* The program will start at exactly 9:30 AM. We ask for your 
cooperation to be ON TIME. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 
· Marriott Hotel: Group rate of $105.00 for Single and/or Double 
Occupancy guaranteed before Oct. 16, 1989 and available on 
first-come-first-serve basis after Oct.16, 1989. 

Reservation: 1-800-228-7290 or (714)750-8000 - FAX. (714)750-9100. 
· Contact Person: Ms Renee Sheffner, Executive Meeting Manager. 

FOR OTHER INFORMATION: 
Please contact: Ms Beverly Hunter-Curtis or Mr. Nguyen T. Nguyen at 
(916)323-8641 or FAX. (916)444-0581. 
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H~I DOng Quan Tr! 
Board of Directors 

KHUC MINH THO 
NGUYEN "!HI HANH 
NGUYEN ouYNH GIAO 
NGUYEN VAN GKii 
NGUYEN xuAN LAN 
HIEPLOWMAN 
TRAN KIM OUNG 
TAN; "!HI PHUdNG 

Ban Chap Hanh T.V. 
Executlye.f!2D 

KHUC MINH THO 
President 

NGUYEN ouYNH GIAO 
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.KHUC MINH THO 

Khuc Minh Tho has been President of the Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association (FVPPA) since 1977 when it was founded. The 
Association represents 10,000 families of prisoners believed to be held 
by the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. The Association shares news about 
political prisoners with their families and works for their reunification 
in the United States and other countries with their loved ones. 
Mrs. Tho's husband, formerly a Colonel in the Army of South Vietnam is 
a "reeducation camp" prisoner in Northern Vietnam and has been there 
more than 13 years, after the fall of Saigon and his arrest. Mrs. Tho 
previously worked for the Vietnamese Embassy in Manila, Philippines, 
and came to the United States in 1977 as a refugee. 
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October 4, 1989 

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
P. O. Box 5435 
Arlington, VA 22205 

Dear Mrs. Khuc: 

1100 J STREET 
STE 540 

SACRAMENTO CA 95814 

I am writing to confirm our invitation to participate in the 
Symposium on Vietnamese former Political Prisoners to be held 
October 28, 1989 at the Anaheim Marriott Hotel, 700 W. Convention 
Way, Anaheim, California, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

We appreciate the significant efforts you and your 
organization have done in advocating on behalf of the Vietnamese 
political prisoners. We are requesting your participation in a 
panel to inform on these efforts and the continuing work we need 
to do. 

Mr. Nguyen T. Nguyen will call to discuss further the details 
of the agenda. We are looking forward to meeting you and working 
with you in the future. 

AT:BHC:mrl 

ART TORRES 
Chairman 
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MEMORANDUM : 

FROM 
TO 
RE. 

: Nguyen T. 
All Panel 

: Symposium 

ART TORRES 
CHAIRMAN 

RUSTY AREIAS 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

October 10, 1989 

Nguy.n !7!J. 
Presente~s 
on Vietnamese Political Prisoners 

1100 j STREET 
STE 540 

SACRAMENTO CA 95814 

Enclosed are additional information on this upcoming 
symposium on October 28, 1989 in Anaheim, California to help you 
with the preparation of your statement. 

t 

At this point, both Beverly Hunter-Curtis and myself are in 
the process of collecting supporting materials on the issue of 
Vietnamese political prisoners and will forward to you as soon as 
possible. We are also planning to have a pre-symposium planning 
meeting in Southern California on Wednesday, October 18, 1989. 
If you have agenda items to be included in the discussion at this 
meeting, please contact us immediately. 

The agenda for this symposium is shaping up as follows: 

1. Opening remarks by Senator Art Torres (D-Los Angeles) 
2. Report by Mr. Robert Funseth 
3. Statement by a Vietnamese Political Prisoner 
4. Remarks by Senator Ed Royce (R-Santa Ana) 
5. Panel I (Mr. Le-Xuan-Khoa, Moderator) 
6. Panel II (Mr.Walter Barnes, Moderator) 
7. Wrap-Up 

As a reminder, we need the outline or the draft of your 
statement by October 16, 1989 to share them with the Panel 
Moderators and to get back to you with our input. Our Fax. 
number is (916)444-0581. Please call me at (916)323-8641 if you 
have any questions. Thank you. 



SYMPOSIUM ON VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Background 

On July 29, 1989 the United States and the Vietnamese government 
signed an Accord on the emigration of Vietnamese who had been 
released from reeducation camps. The Accord represents the 
culmination of seven years of difficult, often stalled, 
negotiations between the United States and Vietnam. 

This breakthrough is critical to the lives of these men, many of 
whom have spent over ten years imprisoned because of their 
involvement with the United States and the South Vietnamese 
governments ,during the war. Until this Accord opened the door 
for emigration, many to reunite with families in the U.S., the 
thousands released are languishing in Vietnam with the only real 
prospect for leaving being the route of clandestine, dangerous 
escape. 

One of the most tragic experiences for the Joint Committee 
fact-finding delegation earlier this year was to meet with the 
former political prisoners in Ho Chi Minh City, formerly Saigon. 
The tragedy of their imprisonment had been replaced with a 
depressing life of unemployment and hopelessness. Now there i£ 
hope. Some are already registered with the Orderly Departure 
Program set up as a mechanism for orderly, safe emigration as an 
option to escape. Some are not registered with the ODP out of 
fear of further persecution from the government. , 
Upon announcement of the Acc.ord, intense interest on the part of 
the Vietnamese community gave rise to speculation and rumor about 
who would be admitted, and even whether it would actually happen 
after all this time. For the general community and public and 
private service providers there is a need to know about these 
refugees, where they will settle and what their needs will be. 

Purpose of the Symposium 

The Symposium is designed to inform the Vietnamese community and 
the general public on the Accord. Mr. Robert Funseth of the 
Department of State who has been the point person for the 
negotiations resulting in the Accord will report on what the 
Accord means and its implementation. He will also be available 
to answer questions in order to clarify issues of concern to the 
community. 

In addition the Symposium will feature panels on former political 
prisoners first, from a national and, secondly, from a 
state/local perspective. Panel presentations on the national 
perspective will assess the current situation and cover advocacy 
efforts and planning for reception and placement of the political 
prisoners admitted to the United States. 



The second panel will include the State Refugee Coordinator and 
local mutual assistance association, local voluntary agency and 
local government perspective. The purpose of Panel II is to 
begin the process of understanding the needs of the former 
political prisoners and coordinating services to help them 
integrate successfully into the communities where they settle. 

, 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Symposium on Vietnamese Former Political Prisoners 

October 28. 1989 - Orange County 

The purpose of this symposium is to inform the Vietnamese 
community and the general public about the Accord between the 
United States and the Vietnamese government on the emigration of 
former political prisoners. Senator Torres will introduce Mr. 
Robert Funseth, Department of State, who will report on the 
Accord and its implementation. The Symposium will also feature 
panels on Vietnamese former political prisoners from a national 
and from a state and local perspective. 

Date: October 28. 1989 
Time: 9:30 AM to 1 PM 

Location: Anaheim Marriott Hotel 
700 W. Convention Way 
Anaheim. California 

Because of the anticipated interest in this symposium, seating 
will be limited. To request invitations, please submit the 
following information by OCTOBER 18. 1989 

*************************************************************** 

I(we) plan to attend the Symposium on Former Political Prisoners: 

Name of organization or individual: ______________ _ 

Address: 
Number Requested ____ _ 

Phone: 

Send to: Joint Committee on Refugee Resettlement 
1100 J St, Ste. 540 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
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October 1989 

Ladies & Gentlemen: 

It is indeed a great honor and pleasure for me to be here today and 
introduce myself and tell you a little about the Familiesof Vietnamese 
Political Prisoners Association, of which I am President. 

My name is Khuc Minh Tho and I previously worked for the Vietnamese 
Emhassy in Manila, Philippines before coming to the United States in 1977 
as a refugee. My husband was a former Colonel in the Army of the Republic 
of Vietnam and was a reeducation camp prisoner in Northern Vietnam for 
13 years after the fall of Saigon. He was just released in February 1988. 

The Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association was founded 
in 1977 and I have been the President of this organization since that time. 

The FVPPA is a nationwide, non-profit organization. We try to provide 
support services to over 10,000 members by sharing information, helping them 
file documents with INS and the State Department (BRP/ODP), obtaining LOI, 
helping the ex-prisoners arrive in third country camps, and continually 
expressing our concern to the State Department and various Congressional 
entities. We also maintain computerized listings of our membership, as well 
as political prisoners at home. We keep our data up-to-date so that they can 
be useful to resettlement agencies in their understanding of the problems that 
this population will face when they arrive in this country. 

Occasionally we organize fundraisers, but our primary source of funding 
is our own. We have not received any financial assistance from any government 
or private sources; and all of our workers volunteer their time and services. 

In the information sheet handed out to you today, we present some major 
areas of concern that need to be dealt with in our efforts to help our dear 
relatives and friends return to a normal life. We also spell out a series of 
activities we are trying to perform in order to achieve successfully the purpose 
of our association. Needless to say, this important task requires a tremendous 
coordination of efforts from both public and private sectors. The reeducation 
center detainees will need all the services that can be provided to them. We 
count very much on your cooperation and support so that we can carry out our 
activities properly and effectively. 

I will be pleased to answer any questions or concerns you may have about 
our Association and let you know ways in which you can assist us. 
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CONCERNS 

Traumatic Experience 

Naturally, those who had been incarcerated for years, with limitations of what 
they could do or what they could receive, will have problems in adjusting to 
their new lives. For years those men were neither allowed to write nor receive 
letters. It was not until 1979 - 1980 that their families were allowed to visit them 
once or twice a year. Their only resting time was in the indoctrination sessions 
at night. They saw their friends go one by one because of disease, suicide, 
or starvation; they were all too weak to work. 

Family StOlCture 

Now, coming back to freedom, for those who still have families at home, they 
see all their children cannot complete their education, but must work at odd 
Jobs; some of the families have already been broken up. And for those whose 
families have left the country and resettled abroad, the situation does not seem 
any better. Their wives and children have adjusted to American ways and the 
former prisoners will find family relationships have changed in ways that are 
hard to accept. It is not easy for a Vietnamese man to accept his wife's 
authority, and his children's knowledge better than his own. Some of the wives 
have taken another man in their loneliness - although they may not share the 
same living quarters. Worse, he sees that most of his friends, comrades in arms, 
are now settled with good jobs and good living standards. 

Cultural/Language Barriers 

We must be aware of the cultural differences and language barriers that many will 
face. Some will have limited English speaking capabilities and others will find 
adapting to the cultural difference will pose hardships and handicaps. We must 
be prepared to assist them in these areas of concern so that they will at least 
have an opportunity to enjoy and appreciate their freedom. 

ACTIVITIES 

I. To continue to work towards the release and resettlement of the remaining 
reeducation camp prisoners. 

2. To assist the Department of State and ODP in updating lists of prisoners and 
their families. 

3. To work with other mutual assistance associations and service agencies in 
helping former political prisoners and their families to adjust smoothly to 
their new lives, especially in the following areas: 

o Language and/or Skills Training o Health Care 
o Housing o Education 

October 1989 
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.8ECOMMENDATIONS 
:;. r . -_~ T 
~~ ...... 

WORKGROUP 0: SPECIAL POPULATIONS 1989 &1990 

To ORR: 

1. Make available adequate additional funding for local service providers 
to meet the needs of special populations, for example: appropriate 
bilingual and culturally-sensitive mental health' counseling services. 

2. Facilitate coordination and a stronger partnership between the local, 
state, and voluntary agencies and the MMs in the planning and 
delivery of services. 

(§) Provide full access fo.r all former political prisoners entering the 
United States, regardless of status (immigrant or refugee), to the 
entire range of services and benefits available to refugees. 

4. Initiate a more substantial and regular flow of information from the 
State Department, as well as from ORR, regarding refugee policy and 
programs, in particule.r information pertaining to the resettlement of 
Amerasians and politi~1 prisoners. 

To MAAs: 

1. Affirm support for the resettlement of Amerasians and political 
prisoners and pursue full participation at the local and national levels 
in the planning and delivery of services for these special groups. 
(There is potential in the successful implementation of such 
programs as models for the resettlement of other special groups.) 

2. Affirm support for organizatio!ls such as the Families of Vietnamese 
Political Prisoners Association in their efforts on behalf of 
Vietnamese political prisoners; involve them in the planning for 
the resettlement of th:s special group. 

3. Assist in the developnent of a National Coalition of all MAAs to 
monitor and participate in the design and implementation of national 
refugee policies and programs. 

28 



I 
WORKGROUP D: SPECIAL POPULATIONS 1989-1990 

Facilitator: Michael A. Knowles 

Discussants: Dimitrie lanculovici, Kyle Horst, Marta Brend~n 

Rapporteur: George Devendorf -

IRAC staffer: Meg Nord 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION 

c· 

_,f ~~. .' ~ 

Amerasians and political prisoners had been identified through the 

agenda setting process as a focus for the workshop. The discussion began 

with the participants answering the questions: What do we mean by 

special populations? & How can MMs playa significant role in dealing 

with them? Most of the dilOcussion focussed on the Amerasians, as 

15-20,000 (including familiy members) are expected to be resettled in the 

U.S. over the next one to two years. 

Another question debated was: To what extent the MM community is 

willing to commit its limited resources to help special populations? ORR 

needs to know the community's feelings. The example of the Armenian 

community's opposition to the acceptance of Soviet Armenians as 

"refugees" was given. The U.S. government did not consult with the 

Armenian community already established in America before it started 

accepting large numbers for resettlement this past year. 

A consensus arose within the group that the MAAs with their language 

capabilities and cultural ties are better suited to work with special 

populations than the Volags. In any case, a close working relationship 

between Volags and MMs is needed. 

Several MM represe:1tatives voiced their discontent with the 

continued expectations by ORR and Volags that MAAs should volunteer 

their services instead of receiving compensation and grants. A Volag 

representative suggested MMs should stay in close contact with the local .. 
Volag offices and should be sure to remind them of their presence and 

desire to become involved., 

The group agreed that the three month term of initial services is too 

short. Many refugees, and it is expected the special populations in 

particular, need more than 90 day assistance. 

Part of the discussion was on the psychological difficulties former 

political prisoners face. They will need special mental health counselling 

as well as extra medical care for physical ailments which may have 

developed as a result of their internment. 

It was the groups concensus that services are needed "up front" for 
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5uccessful resettlement of special populations. Those who receive 

services early on will be better off in the long run. Emphasis must be 

placed on "the human relationship" between service provider and client; it 

is vital. Funds should be made available to enhance the opportunity for 

such connections to be made. 

Finally, the participants agreed that coordination between federal, 

state, local government agencies, volags ar)d MAAs will be the key to 

successful efforts. Otherwise, as one participant pointed out, "the efforts 

and funds will be wasted; it will be like pouring water into a bottomless 

cup." 

30 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AMBASSADOR AT LARGE 

WASHINGTON 

October 16, 1989 

(!~rs.) Khuc Miuh Tho 
President 
Families of VietIlamese Political 
Prisoners Association 

P.O. Box 5435 
Arlington, VA 22205-0635 

Dear (Mrs.) Tho: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter. Your 
greetings were well received. 

I look forward to meeting with you and your 
Association to obtain your insights on the humanitarian 
issues regarding the political prisoners still in 
re-education camps in vietnam. 

Please contact Rebecca Smith at 647-3964 for an 
appointment. 







-------~-----
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United States Department of State 

Wcl5hinglon, D.C. 20520 

Former Reeducation Detainee Task Force 
wednesday - October 25, 1989 
state'Annex I - 10:00 a.m. 

AGENDA 

1. Background/purpose of Task Force - Mr. Robert L. Funseth 

2. Status of Overseas Processing 

--ICMC Survey - Ann Morgan/RP 

--Resettlement Statistics - Anita Botti/RP 
(geographic locations, family vs. free, refugee i/IV#) 

--Biographic Information (questionnaire) - Anita Botti/RP 

3. Domestic Needs - Phil Holman/ORR and Anita Botti/RP 

Special needs of this group? 
What programs exist? 
What new programs are needed? 
Who should be the providers? 

4. Next steps to implement programs? 

5. Review composition of Task Force and schedule next 
meeting. suggest November 9, 1989, 2:00 p.m./State Annex I. 

6. Public Interest - how do we heighten public awareness of 
the program. 

'! QI)/< TOle.: 



Attendees - October 25 
RP: 
RLFunseth 
ALBotti 
JWillard 
RBeer 
AMorgan 
PLewis 

ORR: 
Phil Holman 
Mary Chi Ray 
Regina Arculli/Public Health 

volags: 
National - World Relief/Don Hammond 

ICMC/Mitzi Schroeder 
USCC/Dawn calabia 

Local - LIRS/Ruth Mclean 
IRC/Ray Evans 

MAAs: 
~Khoa - IRAC 
Mrs. Tho 

State Coordinators: 
Frank Bein/Maryland 
Anne Hamrick/Virginia 

5l20H 
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October 24, 1989 

The Honorable Robert L. Funseth 
Se'nior Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Funseth: 

This letter is written to thank you for your correspondence dated October 16, 
1989 and for inviting me to be a member of the Task Force. I am very honored 
and pleased to accept your invitation. Unfortunately, for the initial meeting 
I will be out of town, as you are aware, I will be in Orange County, California 
on October 25, 1989. It is with deepest regrets that I will be unable to attend 
the important planning meeting of the Task Force; however, I will make all 
efforts to attend future meetings of the group. 

In my absence, I am forwarding copies of our Association's concerns, recommendations 
and other documents. I hope that this information will be useful to the Task 
Force. 

Again, thank you for your kind invitation to be a part of this Task Force. 
wish you success on your plans and efforts on behalf of the former re-education 
center detainees, and I would like to thank all participants fo their concern and 
dedication. 

KMTllrh 
Enclosures 

_-1OiU;c~Minh Tho 
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE TASK FORCE • 

I. Request that the process towards resettlement be expedited and 
that as many as possible be included in the process. 

2. If there is an obvious need to increase the resettlement fund and 
numbers, please request that this be done immediately. 

3. Request should be made to omit the temporary stay in Bataan 
Refugee Processing Center due to the fact that almost all former 
re-education center detainees are proficient in English. This will 
eliminate the long delays at Bataan; and short stays would serve 
virtually no purpose or be helpful in any way to the detainees. It 
would also be a cost saving if this process is possible to omit. 
This would also contribute greatly to the morale of the detainees 
who have spent far too many years in the re-education camps. 

4. Information on the detainees' status: they will need to have made 
available to them all services, especially in the areas of health, 
mental health and employment (job training). 

5. It will be important to have employed experienced refugees 
resettlement staff in all states where detainees will be resettled. 
This will help with the transition of the detainees and could also 
assist them with receiving expedient and necessary services. 



Mrs. Khuc Mmh Tho 
7813 Martha's Lane 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

october 16, 1989 

Falls Church, Virginia 22043 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

As you know, on October 13, 1989 the united States began 
interviewing the former reeducation detainees and their 
accompanying family members. We hope these individuals and 
members of their immediate families will begin arriving in the 
United States by the end of this year. 

In an effort to effectively provide former reeducation 
detainees and their families with the most critical 
resettlement assistance once they arrive in the U.S., the 
Bureau plans to convene a task force specifically designed to 
oversee and ensure quality resettlement through the integration 
of public and private resources and programs. 

To assist us with this process, we would like to invite you 
to participate as a member of this task force. The first 
meeting will take place on October 25 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Bureau for Refugee Programs' conference room, Room 1264, 2401 E 
St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 

We look forward to working with you to ensure the 
successful resettlement of many former reeducation detainees. 
If you have any questions regarding the upcoming meeting, 
please contact Anita Botti (202) 663-1071. 

Sincerely, 

j' ~ ( ,:jk"",t. j vloV 
Theresa Rusch 

Director 
Office of Reception and Placement 

Bureau for Refugee Programs 



HQI DOng Qutln Tr! 
Board of Directors 

KHUCMlr.I-ITHO 
NGUYEN lHl H.o.NH 
NGUYEN OuYNH GIAO 
NGUY~ VAN Gicil 
NGUYBI xuAN LAN 
HIEPLOWMAN 
TRAN KIM DUNG 
TRAN lHl PHlldNG 

Ban Chap Hanh T.lI. 
Executive Board 

KHUC MINH THO 
Presidenl 

NGUYBI OuYNH GIAO 

T~~~ce00::oonl 
2nd Vice-President 

NGUYBI VAN GKii 

~~;~~ral 
Depllly Seaelary 

NGUY~ lH! H,o.NH 
Treasurer 

CoV§nDosn 
AdylSQry CommWee 

HIEPLOWMAN 
NGuYBI xuAN LAN 

..... , , ....., ..... 

HOI CIA DINH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

po. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205·0635 
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058 

CONCERNS 

Traumatic EXj)!!fjence 

Naturally, those who had been incarcerated for years, with limitations of what 
they could do or what they could receive, will have problems in adjusting to 
their new lives. For years those men were neither allowed to write nor receive 
letters. It was not until 1979 - 1980 that their families were allowed to visit them 
once or twice a year. Their only resting time was in the indoctrination sessions 
at night. They saw their friends go one by one because of disease, suicide, 
or starvation; they were all too weak to work. 

Family Structure 

Now, coming back to freedom, for those who still have families at home, they 
see all their children cannot complete their education, but must work at odd 
jobs; some of the families have already been broken up. And for those whose 
families have left the country and resettled abroad, the situation does not seem 
any better. Their wives and children have adjusted to American ways and the 
former prisoners will find family relationships have changed in ways that are 
hard to accept. It is not easy for a Vietnamese man to accept his wife's 
authority, and his children's knowledge better than his own. Some of the wives 
have taken another man in their loneliness - although they may not share the 
same living quarters. Worse, he sees that most of his friends, comrades in arms, 
are now settled with good jobs and good living standards. 

Cultural/Language Barriers 

We must be aware of the cultural differences and language barriers that many will 
face. Some will have limited English speaking capabilities and others will find 
adapting to the cultural difference will pose hardships and handicaps. We must 
be prepared to assist them in these areas of concern so that they will at least 
have an opportunity to enjoy and appreciate their freedom. 

ACTIVITIES 

I. To continue to work towards the release and resettlement of the remaining 
reeducation camp prisoners. 

2. To assist the Department of State and OD P in updating lists of prisoners and 
their families. 

3. To work with other mutual assistance associations and service agencies in 
helping former political prisoners and their families to adjust smoothly to 
their new lives, especially in the following areas: 

o Language and/or Skills Training o Health Care 
o Housing o Education 

October 1989 
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HOI CIA 81NH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

PO. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

September 8, 1989 

The Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association (FVPPA) is a nationwide, 
non-profit organization. Our organization tries to provide support to its approximately 
10,000 members by sharing information, helping them file documents with INS and the 
State Department (BRP/ODP), obtaining LOI, helping the ex-prisoners arrive in third 
country camps, and continually expressing our concern to the State Department and 
various I:ongressional entities. We maintain computerized listings of our membership 
as well as political prisoners at home. Our data is quite up-ta-date. It can be useful 
to resettlement agencies in understanding some of the problems that this population 
will face when they arrive. (We talk with about 10,000 ex-prisoners plus their family 
members). Therefore, we would create a profile of the situation. 

The group, as based on our records, has the following composition: 

- Army 

- Civil Service 

Religious Leaders 

Occupation/Rank: 

70 percent 

20 percent 

10 percent 

- Major, Lt. Colonel, Colonels, some Generals and a few 
Lieutenants or Captains 

- Civil Service: Ministers, Congressional, provincial, chiefs/ 
provincial-city council chairmen, directors 

- Religious leaders: Catholic, Buddhist, Hoa Hao/Cao Dai clergy 

Reason for reeducation: association with the United States, former regime, 
worship God. 

Length in camps: 5 to 14 years. The higher the rank, the longer the stay. 
According to the warrants issued at that time by the SRV, Major and upper 
exhelons - reeducate I month lit means 12, 13 years); captains and 
lieutenants - reeducate I week lit means 2, 3 years); privates and sergeants -
reeducate locally lit means one week or 3 months). 
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- Page Two-

These ex-political prisoners are not allowed to work. The 
87 and 88 groups are given ration cards right after their 
release; while the previous ones had to serve one year of 
confinement, and were given no ration cards after 2 and 
3 years, depending on the People's committees at their 
residence. These people now either stay with their 
families or relatives, roaming around the cities. Among 
this group 45-50 percent have family ties in the United 
States or in third countries. 

The average family size is 5. Their children are mostly 
grown up and have their own families. 

Approximately 1/ 3 of the groups' relatives, spouses, and 
children are in California. The rest of the anchor families 
are spread out in five (5) other states: Pennsylvania, 
Texas, Washington State, Virginia, Washington, D.C. We 
estimate that about half of this group will come in as 
free cases. 

The majority of these people are middle-aged or at least 
in their late 40's to 60's. 

Those military men who had been in the Navy, Air Force, 
and Intelligence, have been in training abroad, usually the 
United States, at one time or the other. The Infantry's 
high-ranking officers mostly went through executive 
management in the United States. However, their 
training was short-term - ranging from 3 months to a 
full year. Their language training was customized to the 
field they would be trained, therefore, they would need 
some brush-up. We foresee that they may have problems 
even in refresher courses because of their age, and years 
in confinement; it requires more time to pick up. 

They may need the whole range of skill-training because 
their old skills may not be useable in the new land. 

As any newcomers, they have to learn to adapt to the 
work situation. Their age is such that it is not easy to 
get a permanent-pensioned job. It is very hard for these 
people to accept reality - a menial job. 
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With 5-14 years in reeducation camps. these men are now 
old and loaded with diseases such as malaria. tuberculosis. 
rhumatism. and malnutrition. When they were in reeducation 
they had to produce their own food. Besides. they had to 
cut lumbers and carry them to certain destinations. The 
work is hard •. the food is not adequate or enough. Some 
of them lost all their teeth during the confinement. 

Naturally, those who were kept in camps for years, with 
limitation of what they can do or receive, will have problems. 
For years those men were neither allowed to write or receive 
letters. Not until 1979-1980 were their families allowed to 
visit them at the lobby of the camps once or twice a year. 
Their only resting time was in the indoctrination session at 
night. They saw their friends go one by one because of 
suicide, diseases. and starvation (they were too weak to 
work). 

Now, coming back to freedom, for those who still have families 
at home, they see that their children cannot complete their 
education, but must work on odd jobs; some of the families have 
already been broken up. And for those whose families left the 
country. resettling abroad, the situation does not seem any better. 
Their wives and children have adjusted to American ways and 
the prisoners will find family relationships changed in ways that 
are hard to accept. It is not easy for a Vietnamese man to accept 
his wife's authority. and his children's better knowledge than he 
himself. Some of the wives have taken another man in their 
loneliness - although he may not share the same quarters. Worse 
still, he sees that most of his friends, comrades in arm. are now 
settled with good jobs, and good living standards. 
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HOI CIA 81NH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

OBJECTIVES 

I. To continue to work towards the release and resettlement of the rest 
of the re-education camp prisoners. 

2. To provide assistance to the Department of State and ODP in updating 
lists of prisoners and their families. 

3. Assist in facilitating the resettlement of the prisoners and their families. 

4. Continue to work with other associations and agencies to help the prisoners 
and their families to adjust to the new life. 

5. We would ask, on behalf of our Association, assistance from ORR and MAA 
with the prisoners when they arrive to the United States by providing: 

- Training 

- Health Care 

- . Housing Referrals and Assistance 

- Education 

6. We feel that these objectives will be met and thereby produce loyal, 
dedicated and productive citizens in the United States. 

September 8, 1989 
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SENATE MEMBERS 
WILLIAM A CRAVEN 
RALPH C DILLS 
KEN MADDY 
MILTON MARKS 
DAVID ROBERTI 
ED ROYCE 

<!taUfnmia fLtgislatllrt 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON ASSEM8L Y MEMBERS 

CHARLES CALDERON 
DOMIN,C CORTESE 
SAM FARR 
PHILIP ISENBERG 

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT. INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION 
AND COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT 

LUCILLE ROYBAL·ALLARD 

Khuc-Minh-Tho, President 

ART TORRES 
CHAIRMAN 

RUSTY AREIAS 
VICE CHAIRMAN -. 

November 2, 1989 

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
P. O. Box 5435 
Arlington, VA 22205 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

BEVERLY HUNTER-CURTIS 
PRINCIPAL CONSULTANT 

NGUYEN T NGUYEN 
CONSULTANT 

AUDREY NODA 
CONSULTANT 

HEWAN YOHANNES 
COMMITTEE SECRETARY 

(916) 323-8641 

1100 J STREET 
STE 540 

SACRAMENTO. CA 95814 

I want to express my great appreciation for your 
participation in the October 28 Symposium on Vietnamese Former 
Political Prisoners. It was so good to meet you after all I have 
heard about your successful advocacy efforts. 

I hope this will be just the beginning of our mutual efforts 
to help the former political prisoners. I was encouraged by the 
show of support and cooperation at the Symposium. With a 
cooperative spirit, I believe we can truly help the former 
prisoners rebuild their lives. 

Thank you again. 

Chairman 

AT:hbhc 
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205·0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·56()'OO5B 

November 17, 1989 

The Honorable Jewel LaFontant 
Ambassador 
United States Coordinator 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Ms. LaFontant: 

First of all, on behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
Association we would like to thank you for giving of your valuable time to 
meet with us. 

Secondly, we would like to present to you our organizational structure, goals, 
its objectives; and its present and future activities. The purpose of our 
organization is: 

I. To promote the reunion of political prisoners with 
their families in the United States and elsewhere in the 
free world. 

2. To call for the public awareness of the desperate plight 
of the re-education camp prisoners. 

3. To encourage the adoption of human rights for the 
political prisoners. 

4. To provide assistance for relatives of these political 
prisoners in their family reunification efforts along with 
those of the American govenrment, International humani­
tarian organizations and other volunteer agencies. 

Our Associaiton is a non-profit organi zation which is devoted to providing 
humanitarian assistance to the Vietnamese political prisoners - current 
as well as past; and those who are in need of family reunification and 
resettlement opportunities. Our purpose is as stated above. We also 
provide activities to include public awareness and outreach programs. 
In addition, we offer Intake Services and Information, serving as a 
clearinghouse for data related to newly arriving immigrants. 




