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GOOD EVENING LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 

The Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association would like to welcome 
all of you to this very special and important dinner in support of the political 
prisoners in Vietnam. 

Our annual Awards Dinner is also known as the Unity and Reunion Dinner because, in 
addition to the various organizations represented, media agencies, distinguished guests, 
and friends in the Vietnamese community, we also have a great number of former 
political prisoners who have come to this country, the land of freedom, and resettled 
throughout the United States. 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome all of the Executive Board and 
members of the Federation of Association of former political prisoners of Communists 
Vietnam who have come here from Texas, California, Kansas, Oklahoma and the 
Washington, D.C. metropolitan area in order to prove their Unity and Support for the 
cause of our organization. 

Following are tonight's special events: 

I. Welcome/Social 

2. Remarks by the President of Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
Association (Mrs. KHUC MINH THO). 

3. Introduction of former political prisoners 

4. Remarks by Mr. HUYNH CONG ANH, President of the Federation of Associations 
of former Political Prisoners of Communists Vietnam 

5. Dinner and Musical Selections 

6. Letter from MR. ROBERT L. FUNSETH, Former Senior Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State 

7. Guest Speaker (from The White House) 

8. Guest Speaker (from Congress) 

9. Guest Speaker (from the State Department) 

10. Awards Presentat ions 

II. Congratulations and Welcome (Champagne and Cake) 

12. C losing Remarks 
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Ladies and Gentlemen: 

For our opening, and before starting the Program, as usual, please let me introduce 
some of our American guests: 

(List of American Guests) 

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, may I introduce to you, Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho, President 
of Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association •••••• and Mrs. Nguyen Xuan Lan, 
Advisor to the Associat ion. 

(Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho's Remarks - translated 
into English by Mrs. Nguyen Xuan Lan) 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

As you know, according to the Agreement signed by Mr. Robert L. Funseth, Senior 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State and by a representative of the Vietnamese 
Communist Government in Hanoi on July 30, 1989, all of the former political 
prisoners have been allowed to leave Vietnam for resettlement in the United States 
or other countries in the free world. The first departure from Vietnam was scheduled 
for January 1990, and up to the present time, thousands of former political prisoners 
and their families have come to this country. Tonight, we are happy to introduce to 
you a number of them who really deserve your admiration and support because of 
their long fight for freedom and their imprisonment by the Communists after the 
fall of South Vietnam. Please give them a big hand. Thank you. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Mr. Huynh Cong Anh, President of the Federation of Associations of Former Political 
Prisoners of Communists Vietnam will give his remarks regarding the Vietnamese 
political prisoners. Mr. Anh, would you come forward please. 

(Mr. Huynh Cong Anh's Remarks) 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

We now invite you to please enjoy the good meal prepared and served by the Harvest 
Moon Restaurant, followed by the second part of tonight's program, our honored 
guest speakers. Thank you. 

(Dinner and Musical Show performed by 
Mrs. Kim Oanh and by two famous singers, 
Viet Dzung and Nguyet Anh) 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

To continue with our program, before introducing our first honored guest speaker, 
Mrs. Nguyen Xuan Lan will be reading the letter from Mr. Robert L. Funseth, Former 
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of State. Mrs. Lan, please come forward. 
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Now, may I introduce to you our first honored guest speaker, 
Mr. ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

The next honored guest speaker is Mr.~ ____________________ _ 

Our last honored guest speaker for the evening is Mr •• _______________ _ 

Thank you Mr •. _____________________________________________________ ___ 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Up next is also a very important part of the program, our AWARDS Presentations. 
We invite Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho and all of the Executive Board of the Families of 
Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association and members to come forward for the 
present at ions. 

The first award will be presented to, ______________________ _ 

(List of Awards Receivers ) 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

To congratulate the Awards Winners as well as to welcome all of the former political 
prisoners who are here with us tonight, we are going to open the Champagne and cut 
the Cake. We invite Ms. and Mr .... --,-______ -,-__ _ 
to step forward to cut the Welcoming Cake and to open the Congratulating Champagne. 
We have Champagne on every table and the Champagne will be opened at the same 
time. Thank you. 

(After the first cut, the Cake will be cut and 
served by the Harvest Moon Restaurant ) 

CLOSING REMARKS (Master of Ceremonies) 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

On behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association, once again, 
we would like to thank you so very much for joining us tonight in support of the 
political prisoners in Vietnam and we greatly appreciate your full and continued 
help in achievement of the goals and cause of our organization. 

According to the statement of Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho, President of our association, the 
official activities of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association will 
be completed and ended in January 1992. However, due to the situation related to the 
political prisoners in the future, she has emphasized that she will be always ready to 
provide advisory assistance and other necessary assistance to them and their organi zat ions, 
such as the Federation of Associaiton of Former Political Prisoners of Communists 
Vietnam, whenever the need arises. 

Before closing, we would like to take this opportunity to say good-bye to all of you 
and wish you the best of luck. Please take care and have a good night. 
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Thua quy Vi, 
~ 0 _ ,-I 

D~ m6 d;u v~ trd6c khi di vao ChJ~ng Trinh, cung nhd m~i 
nam, xin phe'p cho chu~g to"i gi6'i thie~u mbt so' khach ngu6i 
My"'hien di'!n. 

GOOD EVENING LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

The Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 
would like to welcome all of you to this very special and 
important dinner in support of the political prisoners 
in VietNam . 

. Our annual Awards Dinner is also known as the Unity and 
Reunion Dinner because, in addition to the various 
organizations represented, media agencies, distinguished 
guests, and friends in the Vietnamese Community, we also 
have a number of former political prisoners who have come 
to this country, the land of freedom, and resettled 
throughout the United States. 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome all of 
the Executive Board and members of the Federation of 
Association of former political prisoners of Comuunists 
Vietnam who have come here from CANADA, from TEXAS, 
CALIFORNIA and the WASHINGTON,D.C. METROPOLITAN AREA 
in order to prove their Unity and Support for the cause 
of our organization. 

Following are tonight's special events 

1. Welocome/Social 

2. Remarks by the President of Families of Vietnamese 
Political Prisoners Association (Mrs. KHUC MINH THO) 

3. Introduction of former political prisoners 

4. Presentation by Father RYSCAVAGE, Executive Director, 
Migration and Refugee Service 

5. Guest Speaker (from Congress) 
6 Gqest speaker (fromSVietnamese Community) 
70 DlnneT ~nd MUSlcal electlons 

8. Remarks by Mr. HUYNH CONG ANH, President of Federation 
of Associations of former political prisoners of 
Communists VietNam 

9. Guest speaker (from the State Department) 

10. Awards Presentations 

11. Congratulations and Welcome (Champagne and Cake) 

12. Farewell and Closing Remarks. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen 

For our opening, and before starting the Program, as usual, 
please let me introduce some of our American guests : 

(LIST OF AMERICAN GUESTS) 

Thtia quy V~, 

Bh gi~, d~"" di vfo Chu1:?ng Trinh, chu~g tSi xin gio'i thi~u 
Chi KHOC MINH THO, Ch~ Ti~~H6i Gia Dinh Til Nh~n Ch{nh'Tri 
Vi'~t Nam ..... va Ch,i NGUYEN XUAN LAN, ct' vtf. cu~ H$i. . 

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, may I introduce to you, 
Mrs. KHUC MINH THO, President of Families of Vietnamese 
Political Prisoners Association ... and Mrs. NGUYEN XUAN LAN, 
Advisor to the Association. 

Thu'a quy Vi-, 

(Mrs. KHUC MINH THO's Remarks - translated 
into English by Mrs. NGUYEN XUAN LAN) 

., f ~( V A ,A 

Nhu quy vi biet, theo Thoa HIep do Ong ROBERT L. FUNSETH, 
Phu Ta Th'tf'Triiong Ngoai Giao 'Hoa Ky va -flai Dien cu73 
chilhh Quye-n C'Ong San 'Vi;!,t Nam ky tai Ha N6'i n'gay 30 th£ng 

v ' - ..... v· - /'. I· ;II ., 
7 nam 1989, thi tat ca cuu tu nhan chinh tri cong san tai 
Vi~t Nam deu du'ac phe'p cung veli gia dinh l'e"n d~'ong roi . 
Vi'~t Nam de v 

din'h cu' tai Hoa Ky horc utc quM. gia tu'do 
kha·t. Ddt l~n' du'ong d~i'i tien dJ tru VBo tha'ng Gie'ng n~m 

-. "', - ,-','" ,. , --
1990 va cho den nay, hang ngan cuu tu nhan chinh tri va - r AJ , A I ... ,. -'"'" ... _. 
gia dinh da den du6c ben bo tu do tai dat nuoc nay. 
T'O'i nay, chtf'ng ttli' d:'t vui mu';g gidi thie'u vo'i qu'y vi 
~,A ,- .A .;tt . .J' , •. :1 .7" » .... mot so anh em cuu tu nhan rat xung dang du6c su tan thuong 

va uhg ho cJa qu'y vi, vi ho da chi~h da'u d'''';~bab ve 1./ tuf.il'ig 
tu do va'bi giam c~m trong'nhi~u n~m sau khi C6'ng' San 
xii'm chie~ 'mi~n Nam Vi~t Nam. . 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

As you know, according to the Agreement signed by Mr. ROBERT 
L. FUNSETH, Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
and by a representative of the Vietnamese Communist 
Government in Hanoi on July 30, 1989, all of the former 
political prisoners have been allowed to leave Vietnam for 
resettlement in the United States or other countries in 
the free world. The first departure from Vietnam was 
scheduled for January 1990, and up to the present time, 
thousands of former political prisoners and their families 
have come to this country. Tonight, we are very happy to 
introudce to you a number of them who really deserve your 
admiration and support because of their long fight for 
freedom and their imprisonment for many years by the Communists 
after the fall of South Vietnam. Please give them a big hand. 
Thank you. 
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Thuk quy V~, 
A I 

Den d-§.y / 
G~~m Ddc 
tang Ch.i 

I -". I t 
chung tOl xin phep gioi thi~u 
Cd,lQuan Di Tr~ va T.y Nan US'CC 
KHuC MINH TH6. 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

Linh Muc RYSCAVAGE, 
'10/,' -

se co vai lei va trao 

And now, we would like to introduce to you FATHER RYSCAVAGE, 
Executive Director of the Migration and Refugee Service, 
USCC. Father, would you step forward, please. 

Thu'a qu'y Vi, 

, , 
vOi quy vf Srg E~IC 
Ngo~i V~, Van Phong 

. Xin hfn ha,nh gil;' thil,u 
P. SCHWARTZ, Phu Ta' Tham Mu'u, Uy Ban " ... , . 
Dan Bieu STEPHEN SOLARZ. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We would like 
to introduce Mr. ERIC P. SCHWARTZ, Staff Consultant, 
Congressman STEPHEN SOLARZ's Office. Mr. SCHWARTZ, would 
you please come forward. 

Thu'a qui v~, 

Va b~y gi~ xin kihh mii quy Vi dung cOm vbi m8t thic dOn 
dE(c bi~t do Nha, Hang Harvest 'Moon 'phu tra~h, tru'6'c khi di 
vao ph~n Hai cua Chu'dng Trinh. Chung - t';-i cu\1g xin hii'n hanh 
thong baS vo'i quy Vi la-, trong giJ cclm, mot Chul:lng Trinh' 

v ), c/ A - v .,. -,/ 
Van N~h~ D,:c B!.e,t SJ' do Ch~ KIM OANH,..ph'2-tr2ch, cung voj s.u/ 
g<u> rna!:, c'iin p r~t d~c bif,t do ca'C ,Ngh~ ;>1 t!!;i danh NGUY.ET .... ,{INH 
cua vung Thu Do Washington va VIET DZUNG tu' California ve 
d;;' uhg ho Hoi Gia Di-nh Til Nhan Chihh Tri Vi,jt Nam. . . . . 

We now invite you to enjoy the good meal prepared and served 
by the Harvest Moon Restaurant, followed by the second part 
of tonight's program. And we also to let you know, during 
the dinner time, a special musical program will be performed 
by Ms KIM OANH and by the famous singers NGUYET ANH, from 
the Washington Area and VIET DZUNG, from California in support 
for the cause of our organization. 

I 
Thua quy Vi, 

(DINNER AND MUSICAL SELECTIONS) 

D• ... .. M h " '-h hI". . . ,'. th' A A h e_tlep .. tuc f. uong/tr~n , ~, ung." ~Ol Xln g101 lE;,ll n 
HUYNH CONG ANH, Chu T1Ch Tbng HOl CJu TuNhan Chinh Trj 
Vi"et Nam. ( 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

To continue with our program, we would like to introduce to 
you, Mr. HUYNH CONG ANH, President of the Federation of 
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Associations of Former P~~ical Prisoners of Communists 
VietNam. 

A ,1- . A 
trong g~ng DOn&.V1et 
sJ TRJiN MINH DUC .. 

Nam 
___ r 

se co vai 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

Next, a special guest from the Vietnamese Community will give 
his short remarks, Mr. TRAN MINH DUC. 

I'h ' I V' ua quy .1, 

I ' (l./ ( A ,.t I' At 
Vi khach chot se noi chu~en voi chung ta trong toi nay la 
br{~ JAM?ES W~LLI~RD, Phu T.r,ach Do.:;g Nam A Su Vu, Van Phong 
Nh~p Canh va Thu Tqc, Chuang Trinh Ty N~n B? Ngo~i Giao. 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

The last guest speaker is Mr. JAMES WILLIARD, Chief, 
Southeast Asia Admission and Processing, Bureau for Refugee 
Program, Department of State. 

ThJa qJ'y V'j., 

.... - •• (1 .1.1 ~ - "" A....J' , Ch " 1" I Phan tiep_den cun&,tla mot phan rat quan tro,ng cua uong r1n 1, 

d6 la ph!:n trao tang c~~ Bahg D-oiig Tub'~g L'k cho nhung ngulSi 
c6 cong sdtlp do .... .!i~i trong vi[,c hoan than_h rouc tie'u va nhi~m vu. 

I tt-: I ?f· b ' ,..... .;A.r. , 
ChunQ toi xin moi Chi KHuC MINH TH , toan the Ban Chap Hann 

- 'tI I'.A. ,................ ....... 
va hoi vien len khan dai de trao thuung. 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Up next is also a very important part of our program, our 
AWARDS presentations. We invite Mrs.KHUC MINH THO and all of 
the Executive Board of the Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association and members to come forward for the 
presentations. 

(1) The First Award will be presented to Sister PASCALE 
LE THI TRIU who has come from the Refugee Centers in the 
PHILIPPINES, by Mr. JAMES WILLIARD. We invite Sister PASCALE 
and Mr. WILLIARD to come f9.rward. 

(2) Second, we invite Mr. RICHARD 
presented by Mr. HUYNH CONG ANH. 

BEER. The awatH will b~ 

( 3 ilT~-N':--;'~.~K~!'rOA 1/ II • i 11 IH "-Be n t 
(uvJ-- 0(- c.-'<".r ~ ) 

(4) Next, we invite Mr. 
Vietnamese Associations 
Area to step forward to 

VAN BA,Chairman, League of 
in the Washington D.C. Metropolitan 
present the Award to Mr. FRANK LIGTH. 
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(5) Now, we invite Mr. MARSHALL SALTER to step forward. 
The award will be presented by Ms LE THI ANH. 

(6) Next, we invite Ms MARYKAY CRANGLE. The award will be 
presented by Mr. NGUYEN VAN HANH 

- (7) Next, the Award will be presented to Ms LESSIE HICKS 
by Mr. NGUYEN VAN NGA. 

(8) Now, we invite Mr. MARK FRANKEN and the Award will be 
presented by Ms. TRUONG ANH THUY 

(9) Next, the Award will be presented to Mr. William PARIS, 
Colonel retired, by Mr. PIIAM LIEU. 

(lO)We invite Mr. DAVID WISEMAN to come forward. The 
Award will be presented by Mr. NGUYEN NGOC BICH 

(11) Mr. RICARDO WARNER, would you please step forward. 
The award will be presented by Rev. LY CONG THUAN. 

(12) Finally, we invite Mr. GERARD KIRWIN. Mrs. HIEP LOWMAN 
will present the award to Mr. KIRWIN. 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

The following U.S. Officials have been also awarded~y Tbe 
Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association and 
are unable to be here tonight for receiving their awards : 

Thank you. 

Thuk qu'y V~, , 

+- H" f~.LV W(ffiJ~f){e-~ !f'''-'-€A,r~ 
A-r{a..n fJar. A.c., ('~o;.R, re.. fd..i.f:r: ~./ 

- Mr. ANDREW tlA~T, Legislative Assistant 
to the Honorable FRANK WOLF of the House 
of Representatives. 

- Mr. WILLIAM FLEMING, Director of the Orderly 
Departure Program, U.S. Embassy in Bangkok, 
Thailand. 

- and Mr. ANDREW SEMMEL, Legislative Assistant 
to Senator LUGAR; 

Ca.e 
D~ ch~c mu'ng~rvi vu'; du~c gdi thu~~g, do'ii th~i cu~ dE1~ 
chao mu'n-g cat cJu til nh~n chihh tri c6 mat tti nay, chu~g t6i 
se~ movChampagne 'vii' c~l Barih. Xin m'di Co MARIKAY CRANGLE va 
LESSIE HICKS, Anh cifu til nh~n chihr_tri vu~ 
d~h Mf le"n d~""'ca'rt Batlh HOI NGQ va m'o'yu'c5u cmfc MUNG. Kin lU'u 
f tai mbi Ban d~il cd ,cHAMPAGNE va chung' ta ddi de' ... md .... Champagne 

- r A 1,. ,. 
cung m~t lu~t. Xln cam on. 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 
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To congratulate the Awards Winners as well as to welcome 
all of the former political prisoners who are here with us 
tonight, we are going to open the Champagne and to cut 
the Cake. We invite Ms MARYKAY CRANGLE and LESSIE HICKS, 
Mr. a former political prisoner who has 
just come to this land of freedom, to step forward to cut 
the Welcoming Cake and to open the Congratulating Champagne. 
We have Champagne on every table and the Champagne will be 
open at the same time. Thank you. 

(After the first cut, the Cake will be cut 
and served by the Harvest Moon Restaurant) 

D"r ~ I 1\. en day, chung tOl 
Ban Chap Hanh cu~g 
Ch{nh Tri Vi"et Nam . . 

xin 
nhti 
leon 

, I , 
moi Chi KHUC MINH THO va toan t~eV 
h6i vi"e~ Hoi Gia Dinh Tu- Nh~n 
d~~chao tam' bi~t quy Vi. .. . 

And now, we invite Mrs. KHUC MINH THO and all of the 
Executive Board of the Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association to come forward to say "Good Bye" 
to you. 

Ki~h thJa quy V~, 

Thav mK't Ho'i Gia Dinh T;- Nh£n Chi£h Tri Vi~t Nam, moAt Ian 
,-' '. I r ".. ( " I'"" J<' d?' nda, xin da ta quy Vi da den voi chung/toi dem nay ~ ung 

h6 tu nh~n chinh tri'tai Vi~t Nam. Chung.t6i luOn lutn 
ghi nh:tn stl d'n ti"nb g{.fp dl>vlie'n luc cua quy vi d,,"Hih 
chdng to'i "cd' t'n'el- hoan thanh nhi.1m vu' va" cat muc' tie"ti Ci"i 
d~'" r a • '" 

\ - - I J." I , I 
Vua r6i, theo ldi phat bieu cUa C7i KHUC M;NH THO, cac hoat 
d~ng cJa H~i Gia Difih Tu- Nh~n Chin·h Tri Viet Nam s';--hoan 't~t 
_. AI ,., ,Al..- -, A" r' " .A v .t-

va cham d~t ke ttl thang Gieng nam 1992. Tuy nhien, mac dau 
r- '1 ........... , - - I r ,,( ~- J Ar-

da giai the, nhung vi con co nhu'ng van de lien quan den tu 
,. , ~ ~ I' - II 

nhan chiPh tri trong ttl6ng la~, Chi THO da xac dinh la luon 
lu6n s:n sang'ho'trb va gdp y v~-m9i phu~ng di~n khi Anh Em 

- " I . - .1-' A ,A-- # tu nhan chinh tri va Tong H~i can den. 

'f ~r, 1',..."It'.J 1 ~ - A 
Trrroc khi ket thuc, chung toi muon nhan CU hoi nay thong 
bab de"'; cat Anh Em cu'u til nha'n chi~h tri bi'et Iii Dtn Bie'U 
FRANK WOLF thuSc Ti~u Bang Virginia; vu~-d~ trinh thtm m~t 
Nghi Quy~t len'Ou6~ Hoi ngav 26 thang 7 na'fu 1991, tu'~ la-

.- ~ )t,....... ,_ t I ;.( ':' .. \ "'l.-, 
ngay hom ,~uaL..de_yeu .. cau Chanh Phu SO.ng _San Vi"t Nam ...... tra t.u 
do cho tat ca tu nhan chith tri con dang bi giam ~ tai / 
Vi[t Nam va cho ho dub'c roT Vi~'t Nam dinh Cll 'ta;" My hoa~' cac 
Qu6t Gia ttl do khac. D6 1; m~t' tin muh-g '<;:ho chyng tao ' 
Xin g/;i d;;-ri ~uy vi 101 chao tam bi~t, kihh chuc qtiy vi van stl 
nhtl y va nhieu may m~. . 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

On behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
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Association, once again, we would like to thank you so very 
much for joining us tonight in support of the political 
prisoners in Vietnam and we greatly appreciate your full and 
continued help in achievement of the goals and cause of 
our organization. 

According to the statement of Mrs. KHUC MINH THO, the official 
activities of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
Association will be completed and ended in January 1992. 
However, due to the situation releted to the political 
prisoners in the future, she has emphasized that she will be 
always willing to provide advisory assistance and other 
necessary assistance to them and their organizations, such 
as the Federation of Associations of former political prisoners 
of Communists Vietnam, whenever the nedd arises. 

Before closing, we would like to take this opportunity to 
inform you that, on July 26, 1991, just yesterday, Congressman 
FRANK WOLF submitted a concurrent resolution, calling on 
the Vietnamese Communist Government to release immediately 
all remaining political prisoners and to grant exit permission 
to them for resettlement in the United States or other countries. 
That is a very good new for us. Good-bye to all of you and 
wish you the best of luck. Please take care and have a good 
night. 

/-----! 



.. _ .. - - .. -----_ .. ------

, ~ 
" f 

D I E N T I E N 

CHUONG 
~ - " "- q " ) cClM 

A _ 

TRINH BUA "DONG TAM VA HOI NGO" CUA HOI 
( . " , ~ , 

GIA·DINH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM TO CHUC NGAY 27 
f < f 

~ , 
THANG 7 NAM 1991 TAl NHA HANG HARVEST MOON LUC 1900 GIO 

I 
KINH THlIA QUY VI : 

H~i Gia Dinh T~ Nhan Chinh Tri Viet Nam xin chao mung 
toan the- quy vi da'den tham dil Blia Com co i nghia thllt 
d:c bi~t v~ qu~n_trong hom nay de-u~g h~ t~ nhin chi~h tri 
tai Viit Nam. . 

~ v f,. W _ ~ ., ""-
Bya Co~ na~ naY,chung toi cung goi 1a Bua Com DONG TAM VA 
HOI NGp vi, ngoai c~c d,i diijn c~c H6i Doin, cd quan Truye~ ,.. , ." • r.ol.,...... _ .... _ 
Thong, Bao Chi, cac vi khach, cac than huu trong Cong Dong 
Vier Nam, co) co su hien dien cu~ mot so' Anh Em CUu til nhan 
chinh tri da de~ ph~; d~~ ta·do niy'v~ dinh cu tr6n kh~~ 

., .... "" -1anh tho Hoa_Ky. 

, .... r-' ... " .... ....- _ 

Chung t9i cung nhan co hoi nay chao mung quy vi trong 
Ban Chap Hanh va- ca'c Hoi' vien thu8c Tong Hoi C~u Tu- Nh,w 
Chinh Tri C6ng S';-n Viet Nam den tirl:ANADA, 'til-cae Tiell Bang 
TEXAS, CALIFORNIA va vung ThJ Do Hoa Thinh Don de'chang t~ 
sJ DONG TAM ua g ho muc tieu c~a Hoi Gia'Dinh Tu Nhan Chinh 
Tri Vi~t Nam. 

A r .... • 'i , 
Sau day 1a nhung diem chi'nh yeu cua Chuting Trinh toi nay -I. Lbi Chao Mung 

" '- 0 
, n 

Hoi 2 . Dien Van cua Chi KHUC MINH THO, Chu Tich Gia Dinh 
Tu- Nhan Chinh T~i Viet.Nam 

3. Gi6~ thi~u ca~ cliu Tu Nh;n Chi~h Tri 
1'- . c..-- "" I. 

4. Phan trao tang cua Linh Muc, Giam Doc cB quan USCC 

5. L6i ph~t bie~ c:a m~t vi kha~h thU6C Q~o~ H~i 
6. Loi phat bieu cya mot vi khaSh thuQC Cdng Dong Viet Nam 
7. Du~g Com va Phan Van Nghe Dac Biet 

8. Lbi 
cuu 

9 . Ldi 

10. 
,-

Phan ,-
II. ctt 

. -, 
phat bieu cua Anh 
T~ Nhan Chibh Tri 

,. 
" 

0 
" phat bieu cua mot 

f 

j\ , q ,..,... ..... 

HUYNH CONG ANH, Chu Tich Tong Hoi 
Cong San Viet Nam 

I .' f 

vi khach thuoc Bo Ngoai Giao -C ,- ., J ' ..... 
Trao Tang cac Bang Dong Tuong.Le , , -, 

NG6 
, 

1 r , 
Banh HOI va mo Champagne chuc mung 

I 

12. Chao chia tay v~ ph~n Be Mac. 



ANNUAL AWARDS ADDRESS 

Delivered by Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho, President 
The Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 

At the "Unity and Reunion Dinner" 

The Harvest Moon Restaurant - Falls Church, Virginia 

July 27, 1991 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

On behalf of the members of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
Association I would like to express my appreciation to you for having taken 
your time to attend tonight's dinner. Your presence is a token of vour regard 
for our Association and your concern for the political prisoners of Vietnam. 

As you know, ever since 1987, our Association has held an annual "Unity Dinner" 
in order to remind the public of the political prisoners in Vietnam and to unite 
our efforts in our struggle to set them free and help them leave Vietnam if they 
wish. 

In the past two years, "Unity" has been renamed "Unity and Reunion" because 
of the participation of many former political prisoners who have been able to 
settle in the United States thanks to the Agreement of July 30, 1989 between 
the Hanoi regime and the United States government. This was the result of 
unrelenting efforts of negotiation by The Honorable Robert L. Funseth, former 
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of State and our united front through years 
of pursuit of this humanitarian issue. Thanks to the work of Mr. Funseth this 
agreement meant a jubilant rebirth to the political prisoners. It also brought 
great joy to all of us, including the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
Association. 

I wi II never forget that historic Sunday morning of July 30, 1989 when I first 
received the electrifying message that Mrs. Marilyn Funseth relayed to me 
from her husband: he has just arrived in Bangkok from Hanoi where a few 
hours earlier he had reach agreement for the resettlement of the released 
prisoners. Five months later, on January 5, 1990 this dream became a reality, 
when I heard of the first plan of former political prisoners and their families 
landing in an airport in Thailand. I could hardly control myself. Tears of 
ecstatic joy streamed down my face. Fifteen years earlier, I had also wept 
when I heard of the fall of Saigon. Only then, they had been tears of sorrow 
and despair. 

After April 30, 1975, what happened to hundreds of thousands of former military 
personnel, civil servants, cadres, artists, religious leaders, etc. in \'ietnam, you 
all know. They were incarcerated in detention centers where they lived in 
intolerable conditions under constant mental harassment. Their families 
suffered separation and disgrace. Meanwhile, the outside world seemed to 
have completely forgo:ten those who had fought for our freedom. 



- 2-

In those gloomy and unfavorable circumstances we thought that the only people 
who would not refuse to take care of the prisoners were their own families. 
Therefore, in 1977 a group of women who shared common goals, joined together 
to found the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association. 

Thus, even though acting alone and without the faintest hope, we were determined 
to write to the leaders of many countries of the world, especially to the United 
States Government and to the Congress in order to awaken their conscience on 
the issue of Vietnamese political prisoners. We urged them to enter into nego­
tiations on the topic with the Hanoi regime. At the same time, we got in touch 
with international agencies promoting human rights, and we also knocked on the 
doors of the world media. 

On the other hand, our members busily engaged themselves collecting accurate 
documents about the prisoners to prove that they were indeed being detained in 
certain "re-education camps" in Vietnam. The documentation was supplied by 
the prisoners' fami lies. 

We divided the prisoners into two categories. For those who were still in detention 
camps, we interceded with the State Department and the United States Congress 
so that the latter could put pressure on the Hanoi regime to release them. For the 
prisoners who had been released, whose families lived in the United States or 
abroad, we sent their dossiers to the ODP program in Thailand, requesting that they 
be speedily processed for departure to settle in the countries of their choice. 

In 1978 a former colonel wrote to me from his detention camp. He said, "We 
understand that you are assuming heavy responsibilities well beyond your reach. 
Nevertheless, we urge you all to continue your good work, so that we, prisoners, 
may still have some flickering hope, some dim light to live by before we close 
our eyes, knowing that our families and friends will not fail us." 

We should bear in mind that 1978 and 1979 was the two-year period in which the 
highest number of prisoners died because they overworked themselves without 
having enough to eat, caught diseases without the medicine to cure them, or 
committed suicide out of despair. 

The prisoners' tragic plight prompted us to try harder. On my part, I took a second 
job from 1981 to 1985 to earn extra money to send back to the prisoners' families 
with which to buy them provisions and medicine, which, together with more 
information, helped keep up their energy and spirits. 
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Gradually we received the understanding and encouragement of many countries 
in the world, especially the United States. The news media began to expose to 
the public the plight of the prisoners in Vietnamese re-education camps. We 
must mention the excellent media coverage provided by newspapers such as the 
Washington Post, the New York times and other local and international news­
papers, and T.V. networks such as ABC, CBS, CNN, VOA and BBC. 

In 1987, the ABC 20/20 program put out a 60-minute interview with members of 
the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association, emphasizing the goals 
and activities of the Association in order to apprise the world of the tragic plight 
of the prisoners in Vietnamese "re-education" centers and search for a solution to 
this humanitarian problem. 

From the prisoners and their families we also derived a great deal of comfort and 
encouragement. The bulk of our correspondence increased every day, and so did 
our credibility. Letters were sent from "re-education" camps, Vietnam, refugee 
camps as well as from other parts of the world. I often had to stay up until the 
wee hours to read and answer letters, file dossiers and prepare lists of prisoners' 
names in order to request timely intervent ion for them in our meeting with the 
State Department and the Congress. 

The public trust in our Association translated itself into a world-wide membership 
of over 10,000. 

In 1982 the United States Government decided to glorify the veterans who had 
fought in Vietnam. A senior United States diplomat, Robert Funseth, was named 
to lead and direct the United States effort to bring about the release and 
resettlement of the Vietnamese political pr-isoners. In that same year, he had 
his first meeting with the representatives of Hanoi in Switzerland. In September 
1984, the Honorable George Shultz, former Secretary of State, on behalf of 
President Reagan, stated at a hearing at the Capitol that the United States would 
receive all the political prisoners if Vietnam agreed to release them and allow 
them to leave the country. At the side of \Ir. Shultz was Robert Funseth, the 
author and architect of this magnificent humanitarian initiative. 

Since then, thanks to Robert Funseth, our Association ceased to "travel alone on 
a dark road." A trust worthy and courageous companion was by our side, and we 
could see a dim light at the end of the tunnel. 

In 1985 we received about 5,000 dossiers, requesting our intervention on behalf of 
the prisoners. Meanwhile, thanks to the generosity of our members and benefactors, 
we were able to purchase a computer, a xerox machine and a typewriter. Whenever 
we took turns in working at the Association's office, we no longer had to answer 
letters and fi Ie documents by hand. We were able to computeri ze our office system 
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and the lists of prisoners to be sent to the State Department and all other 
related offices. Our work took less time and gained more efficiency. 

In order to defray the rising costs of operation not only for the postage to 
send numerous letters and parcels to many places but also for receptions held 
for the purpose of lobbying, we organized cultural shows and sold posters, 
Christmas cards and ethnic foods at annual New Year's fairs. Our Association 
has been self-supported. We have not solicited any governmental or private 
subsidies. 

In the subsequent years, the number of prisoners' dossiers we received increased 
three to four times compared to that of 1985. We were often overwhelmed by 
our workload for lack of sufficient manpower and financial resources, but we 
managed to overcome that difficulty, too. 

In April 1987 we held a reception at the Capitol. Many United States Senators, 
Congressmen, representatives of various Vietnamese associations, and especially 
the prisoners' families attended, including Robert Funseth, representing the 
Department of State. The very next day, both Senator Edward Kennedy and 
Robert Dole, the Democratic and Republican leaders, adopted a joint Resolution 
No. 205, on May I, 1987, and sent it to President Ronald Reagan, calling upon 
the Vietnamese Communist Government to release all political prisoners. At 
the same time, in the House of Representatives, Congressmen Stephen Solarz, 
Frank Wolf, Robert Dornan and thirty other fellow-congressmen presented a 
similiar Resolution No. 212, on September 9,1987. Thus, both Democratic 
and Republican parties together with both Houses of the United States Congress 
supported our Association's goals. At the same time, the unrelenting efforts to 
free the prisoners continued. 

Subsequently, in September 1987, the Hanoi regime freed approximately 500 
prisoners. Then, in 1988 another 2,000 prisoners, the highest number so far, were 
discharged. 

In April 1988, we organized a second reception, also at the Capitol. Once again, 
the Senators and Congressmen, and Robert Funseth reiterated their support for 
our cause and promised to intervene strongly on behalf of prisoners still remaining 
in detention centers. On this occasion, we handed to Senator Rudy Boschwitz, 
Representatives Robert Dornan and Frank Wolf a list of approximately 3,000 
prisoners who had just been released, and requested the legislators' help in 
obtaining for them permission from the Vietnamese government to emigrate. 
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Finally, on July 30, 1989, the day we all welcomed, the Honorable Robert Funseth, 
the United States Representative, signed the agreement with the Hanoi regime 
allowing tens of thousands of political prisoners to leave Vietnam with their families, 
for humanitarian reasons, to settle in the United States or other countries. 

Mr. Funseth was the State Department official in charge of the Vietnamese political 
prisoners who had steadfastly fought for their freedom and right to emigrate in the 
past ten years. The agreement he succeeded in obtaining from the Hanoi regime 
enabled 8,981 former Vietnamese political prisoners and their families to settle in 
the United States in the fiscal year 1990 compared to the 3,000 prisoners who had 
settled in the United States in the 14-year period between the establishment of 
the ODP and September 30, 1989. 

According to the present plan, at least another 20,000 prisoners and their families 
will arrive in the United States by the end of this year. Ten percent of that number 
will settle in the Washington area (Maryland, Washington, D.C. and Virginia). 

Furthermore, the prisoners who had unfortunately died in Vietnam were also included 
in our campaign. In this connection, I can still visualize in my mind's eye those 
letters which moved us to tears. 

Mrs. Do Thi - sent us a poignant letter coupled with her husband's dossier in 
which was found a final letter he had written to his mother, his wife and children 
that morning at 5 a.m. on August 25, 1985 before his execution in prison. He said 
in the letter, "1 beseech you to get in touch with the Families of Vietnamese 
Political Prisoners Association for assistance in taking care of our family in my 
stead." 

In another letter written in 1978, a Major, whose name will not be mentioned, told 
his wife before he took his own life in a detention center, "I am an unworthy 
husband and father who fails in his responsibilities and duties. Please contact the 
Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association so they can help you and 
our children on my behalf." 

We will never forget those last words of pathetic entreaty. Indeed, with patient 
efforts, we lobbied the Congress and the State Department for two years. Finally, 
the deceased prisoners' issue was presented in a hearing in the House of Representatives 
on June 21, 1990. Representative Stephen Solarz introduced his motion which was 
adopted by the House, entitling families of deceased prisoners to all the privileges of 
the ODP program enjoyed by living prisoners. Sometime after the House hearing, the 
State Department officially agreed to allow the prisoners' widows and children to 
come and settle in the United States. 
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With regard to the military personnel who committed suicide on April 30. 
1975. their families are also granted admission to the United States. 

Thus. to some extent. we helped to realize the deceased soldiers' desire to 
see that human rights be restored to their fami lies and a better future be 
in store for them. 

We also requested the State Department to approve for emigration the 
dossiers of those pr isoners who had served a 2 Ji year prison term and those 
who had served prison terms of more than one year. if the la!ter had had 
previous training in the United States. Our petition has met .. ;th sympathetic 
consideration. 

Respecting the former prisoners who had spent long prison ter"'1s. we made 
every effort to request permission for their speedy emigration. we have 
just been informed that the Hanoi regime agreed to grant the~ priority in 
the emigration processing. Eighty percent of the 5.000 former prisoners 
whose names appeared on List No. I presented by the Honorable Robert 
Funseth to the Vietnamese authorities in Hanoi in July. 1988 have received 
exit permits and notices that their names are now on the H.O. List No. 10. 
and interviews for departure have already begun this month of July. 

Finally. following the statement made in October 1990. at the United Nations 
by Mr. Nguyen Co Thach. the foreign minister of the communist government 
of Vietnam. promising to release all remaining prisoners in V;etnam. we 
lobbied the Senate to adopt Resolution No. 51 demanding the "anoi regime 
to keep their promise on the occasion of the past New Year. 7his resolution 
was introduced on February 6. 1991 by Senators Kennedy. Do'e. :"'ugar. 
McCain. Simpson. Simmon. and Packwood. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have just presented the major events. activities and achieve.-,ents of the 
Families of VietnaMese Political Prisoners Association for the :>ast fourteen 
years. 

Approximately eighty percent of our objectives have been me:. We hope to 
achieve the remaining twenty percent by the end of 1991. Thus, we have 
fulfilled our responsibilities so far. 

What is most encouraging to us is the recent creation of the "'ederation of 
Associations of Former Political Prisoners of Communist Vie:~am by former 
prisoners themselves. The Federation of Associations of For~er Political 
Prisoners of ComMunist Vietnam is an active and growing organi zation whose 
leaders are actually here among us. whom I will introduce to .. ou later. 



-7-

The Federation of Associations of Former Political Prisoners of Communist 
Vietnam currently has 18 chapters. Nobody is in a better position than the 
former prisoners themselves to understand the predicament of their fellow 
prisoners in order to directly fight for, protect and assist those who are still 
in detention as well as those who have recently migrated to the United States. 

As I have stated, our Association has achieved its goals so far. Therefore, 
after our conference with the leaders of the Federation of Associations of 
Former Political Prisoners of Communist Vietnam, and on behalf of the 
members of the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association, ! 
would like to officially declare that the Families of Vietnamese Politica! 
Prisoners Association will conclude its activities in January, 1992. 

After that date, the members of the Association and myself will be happy 
to assist and advise the Federation of Associations of Former Political 
Prisoners of Communist Vietnam as the need arises. 

Now, at this special gathering, we would like to express our heartfelt gratitude 
to the Senators, Congressmen and their Assistants in the United States 
Congress, and the officials in the White House and the State Department for 
their invaluable assistance and dynamic support. We would especially like to 
thank the Honorable Robert Funseth and his wife, Marilyn, for their warm 
sympathy and continued encouragement which helped us reach our goa Is. 

We would also like to thank the many associations, media agencies, businesses 
and printing establishments, the benefactors, and Arlington County in particular, 
for havinq provided us with the most solicitous support throughout the "ast 
fourteen years since the difficult beginning of our task. 

I would like to address myself now to the former political prisoners who are 
present at this unity and reunion dinner. 

Dear friends: 

The following are our most genuine thoughts for you. "Parting is always full 
of sorrow, even if it is done of our own free will." 

We hope you are not affected by the temporary hardShip you encounter 'n your 
new life. You have, indeed, bravely overcome worse moments of advers:ty, 
disgrace and suffering in detention in order to survive to this date. We urge 
you to use the same spirit to rise above the last trials you may find here, 

We wish you success and ha"piness. May the great family of former po:itical 
prisoners ever increase in size. 
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To quote the Honorable Robert Funseth, "As we go from this celebration dinner, 
let us also not forget the heartfelt plea and sorrow of the Vietnamese daughter 
and all Vietnamese daughters: who wrote me: 

"Children without their fathers are just like a house without a roof." 

And let us all remember that a father without his daughter or without his son is 
also like a house without a roof. 

Her sorrow and our Sorrow will continue as long as she is separated from her father 
and as long as there are persons in Vietnam like her father still imprisoned in 
re-education centers or persons in Vietnam who have been released from detention 
but still have not received exit permits allowing them to emigrate." End quote. 

May we fondly remember those words of wisdom spoken by the Honorable Rober: 
Funseth and dedicate our lives to the reunion of family and loved ones. 

Before closing, I would like to invite you all to observe with me a moment of 
silence to pray for the American and Vietnamese fighters who sacrificed their 
lives for the sake of freedom. May they rest in peace forever. 

Khuc Minh Tho 



Farewell Address 
Delivered by Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho 

Pr~ident, The Families of VN Political Prisoners' Association 
i At the "Unity & Reunion" Dinner, July 27, 1991 

Harvest Moon Restaurant, Falls Church, Virginia 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the members of the Fami 1 i es of VN Po 1 i t i ca 1 
Prisoners' Association I would like to express my appreciation to 
you for having taken your time to attend tonight's dinner. Your 
presence is a token of your regard for our Association and your 
concern for the political prisoners of Vietnam. 

As you know, ever since 1987, our Association has held an 
annual "Unity Dinner" in order to remind the public of the 
political prisoners in VN and to unite our efforts in our struggle 
to set them free and help them leave vietnam if they wish. 

In the past two years, "Unity" has been renamed "Unity and 
Reunion" because of the participation of many former political 
prisoners who have been able to settle in the U.S. thanks to the 
Agreement of July 30, 1989 between the Hanoi regime and the U.S. 
government. This was the result of unrel~~~~ng efforts of 
negot i at i on by Mr. Robert L. Funseth, former"'iJei'puty Ass i stant 
Secretary of State, and our united front through years of pursuit 
of this humanitarian issue. 

Th i s agreement meant a j ubil ant rebi rth to the po 1 it i ca 1 
prisoners. It also brought great joy to all of us, including the 
FvfPPA. 

I can st ill reca 11 that moment, on January 5, 1990, when I 
heard of the first plane of former political prisoners and their 
families landing in an airport in Thailand. I could hardly control 
myse If . Tears of ecstat i c joy streamed down my face. Fi fteen 
years ear 1 i er, I had also wept when I had heard of the fall of 
Saigon. Only then, they had been tears of sorrow and despair. 

After April 30, 1975, what happened to hundreds of thousands 
of former mi 1 itary personnel, civi 1 servants, cadres, artists, 
rel igious leaders, etc... in VN, you all know. They were 
incarcerated in detention centers where they lived in intolerable 
conditions under constant mental harassment. Their families 
suffered separation and disgrace. Meanwhile, the outside world 
seemed to have completely forgotten those who had fought for our 
freedom. 

In those gloomy and unfavorable circumstances we thought that 
the only people who would not refuse to take care of the prisoners 
were their own families. Therefore, in 1977 a group of women who 
shared common goals, joined together to found the Families of VN 
Political Prisoners' Association. 



Thus, even though acting alone and without the faintest hope, 
we were determined to write to the leaders of many countries of the 
wor 1 d, especi ally to the U. S. Government and to the Congress in 
order to awaken their conscience on the issue of Vietnamese 
political prisoners. We urged them to enter into negotiations on 
the topic with the Hanoi regime. At the same time, we got in touch 
with international agencies promoting human rights, and we also 
knocked on the doors of the world media. 

On the other hand, our members busily engaged themselves 
collecting accurate documents about the prisoners to prove that 
they were indeed being detained in certain "re-education camps" in 
Vietnam. The documentation was supplied by the prisoners' 
families. 

We divided the prisoners into two categories. For those who 
were still in detention camps, we interceded with the State 
Department and the U,S. Congress so that the latter put pressure 
on the Hanoi regime to release them. For the prisoners who had 
been released, whose families live in the U.S. or abroad, we sent 
their dossiers to the ODP program in Thailand, requesting that they 
be speedily processed for departure to settle in the countries of 
their choice. 

In 1978 a former colonel wrote to me from his detention camp. 
He said, "We understand that you are assuming heavy 
responsibilities well beyond your reach. Nevertheless, we urge you 
all to continue your good work, so that we, prisoners, may still 
have some flickering hope, some dim light to llVe by before we 
close our eyes, knowing that our families and friends will not fail 
us. 

We should bear in mind that 1978 and 1979 was the two-year 
period in which the most prisoners died because they overworked 
themselves without having enough to eat, caught diseases without 
the medicine to cure them, or committed suicide out of despair. 

The prisoners' tragic plight prompted us to try harder. For 
my part, I took a second job from 1981 to 1985 to earn extra money 
to send back to the prisoners' famllies with which to buy them 
provisions and medicine, which, together with more information, 
helped keep up their energy and spirits. 

Gradually we received the understanding and encouragement of 
many countries in the world, especially the U.S .. The news media 
began to expose to the publ i c the p 1 i ght of the pn soners in 
Vietnamese re-educat i on camps. We must here ment i on newspapers 
such as the Washington Post, the New York Times and other local and 
lnternational newspapers, and T.V. networks such as ABC, CBS, CNN, 
VOA and BBC. 
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In 1987 the 20/20 program put out a 60-minute interview with 
members of the FV~PPA, emphasizing the goals and activities of the 
Association in order to apprise the world of the tragic plight of 
the prisoners in Vietnamese "re-education" centers and search for 
a solution to this humanitarian problem, 

From the prisoners and their families we also derived a great 
deal of comfort and encouragement. The bulk of our correspondence 
increased every day, and so did our creditability. Letters were 
sent from "re-education" camps, Vietnam, refugee camps as well as 
from other parts of the world. I often had to stay up until the 
wee hou rs to read and answe r 1 et te rs, f i 1 e doss i e rs and prepare 
lists of prisoners' names in order to request timely intervention 
for them in our meeting with the State Department and the Congress. 

The public trust in our Association translated itself into a 
world-wide membership of over 10,000. 

In 1982 the U.S. Government decided to glorify the veterans who 
had fought in Vietnam. A high-ranking official was appointed to 
be in charge of the VN politlcal prisoners. In September 1984, Mr. 
George Schul z, former State Department Secretary, stated at a 
hearing at the Capitol that the U.S. would recelve all the 
political prisoners if vietnam agreed to release them and allow 
them to leave the country. President Reagan also pledged to carry 
out that promise. 

Since then, our Association ceased to "travel alone on a dark 
road." A powerful companion was by our side, and we could see a 
dim light at the end of the tunnel. 

In 1985 we recelVed about 5,000 dossiers requesting our 
intervention in behalf of the prisoners. Meanwhile, thanks to the 
generosity of our members and benefactors, we were able to purchase 
a computer, a xerox machine, and a typewriter. Whenever we took 
turns in working at the Association's office, we no longer had to 
answer letters and file documents by hand. We were able to 
computerize our office system and the lists of prisoners to be sent 
to the State Department and all other related offices, Our work 
took less time and gained more efficiency. 

In order to defray the rising costs of operation not only for 
the postage to send numerous letters and parcels to many places but 
also for receptions held for the purpose of lobbying, we organized 
cultural shows and sold posters, Christmas cards and ethnic foods 
at annual New Year's fairs. Our Association has been self­
supported. We have not sol icited any governmental or private 
subsidies. 
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In the subsequent years, the number of prisoners's dossiers 
we received increased three to four times compared to that of 1985. 
We were often overwhelmed by our work load for lack of sufficient 
~an_power and financial resources, but we managed to overcome that 
difflculty, too. 

In April 1987 we held a reception at the Capitol. Many U.S. 
senators, congressmen, representatives of various vietnamese 
associations, and especially the prisoners' families attended. The 
very next day, both Senator, Edward Kennedy and Robert Dole, the 
Democratic and Republican leaders, adopted a joint Resolution No. 
205, on May 1, 1987, and sent it to Pres i dent Ronald Reagan, 
ca 11 i ng upon the vi etnamese Commun i st Government to re 1 ease all 
political prisoners. At the same time, in the House of 
Representat i ves, Congressmen Stephen So 1 arz, Frank Wo 1 f, Robert 
Dornan and thirty other fellow-congressmen presented a similar 
Resolution No. 212, on September 9,1987. Thus, both Democratic 
and Republican parties together with both houses of the U.S. 
Congress supported oGr ~ssociation's goal. --

As a resu 1 t, in Septembe r 
approximately 500 prisoners. 
prisoners, the highest number so 

1987, the Hanoi regime 
Then, 1 n 1988 another 

far, were discharged. 

freed 
2,000 

In April 1988 we organized a second reception, also at the 
Capitol. Once again, the senators and congressmen reiterated their 
support for our cause and promised to intervene strongly in behalf 
of prisoners still remaining in detention centers. On this 
occasion, we handed to Senator Rudy BoschwltZ, Representatives 
Robert Dornan and Frank Wolf a list of approximately 3,000 
prisoners who had just been released, and requested the 
legislators' help in obtaining for them permission from the 
Vietnamese government to emigrate. 

Finally, on July 30, 1989, the day we all welcomed, Mr. Robert 
Funseth, the U.S. Representative, signed the agreement with the 
Hanoi regime allowing tens of thousands of political prisoners to 
leave Vietnam with their families, for humanitarian reasons, to 
settle in the U.S. or other countries. 

Mr. Funseth was the official in charge of the VN pol itical 
prisoners who had steadfastly fought for them in the past eight 
years. This agreement enabled 8,981 former VN political prisoners 
and their families to settle in the U.S. in the fiscal year 1990 
compared to the 3,000 prisoners who had settled in the U.S. in the 
14-year period between the establishment of the ODP and September 
30, 1989. 
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According to the present plan, at least another 20,000 
prisoners and their families will arrive in the U.S. by the end of 
this year. Ten percent of that numb~r will settle in the 
Washington area. ( M \) 1 DC ~ol \} It ') 

Furthermore, the prisoners who had unfortunately died 
were also included in our campaign. In this connection, 
still visualize in my mind's eye those letters which moved 
tears. 

in VN 
I can 
us to 

Mrs. Do Thi --- sent us a poignant letter coupled with her 
husband's doss i er in wh i ch was found a----Tarewe 11 1 etter he had 
written to his mother and his wife and chi ldren~-mOrning at 5 
AM on August~ 1985 before his execution in prison. He said in 
the 1 etter, "I beseech you to get in touch wi th the FV)(PPA for 
assistance in taking care of our family in my stead." 

llA.. c' \0,-, 
In another letter written in 1978, a l~tena"t colenel, whose 

name will not be mentioned here, told his wife before he took his 
own life in a detention center, "I am an unworthy husband and 
father who fai ls in his responsibi 1 ities and duties. Please 
contact the FV~PPA so they can help you and our children in my 
behalf. " 

We will never forget those last words of pathetic entreaty. 
Indeed, with patient efforts, we lobbied the Congress and the State 
Department for two years. Finally, the deceased prisoners' issue 
was presented in a hearing in the House of Representatives on June 
21, 1990. Representative Stephen Solarz introduced his motion 
wh i ch was adopted by the House, ent it 1 i ng f am i 1 i es of deceased 
prisoners to all the privileges of the ODP program enjoyed by 
living prisoners. Some time after the House hearing, the State 
Department officially agreed to allow the prisoners' widows and 
children to come and settle in the U.S. 

With regard to the military personnel who committed suicide 
on April 30, 1975, their families are also granted illllD-ig.r:ant .. statJ.ls 
in the U.S. 

Thus, to some ex tent, we he 1 ped to rea 11 ze the deceased 
soldiers' desire to see that human rights be restored to their 
families and a better future be in store for them. 

- We also requested the State Department to approve for 

~l
emigration the dossiers of those prisoners who had served a 2 1/2 
year prison term and those who had served prison terms of more-than 
one-year if the latter had had previous training in the U.S .. Our 
petition has met with sympathetic consideration. 
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Respecting the former prisoners who had spent long prison 
terms, we made every effort to request permission for their speedy 
emigration. We have just been informed .that the Hanoi regime 
agreed to grant them priority in the emigration processing. Eighty 
percent of the 5,000 former prisoners whose names appeared on List 
No. 1 presented by Mr. Robert Funseth rece i ved ex i t permi ts and 
notices that their names are now on the H.O. List No. 10, and 
interviews for departure have already begun this month of July. 

Finally, following the statement made in October 1990, at the 
united Nations by Mr. Nguyen Co Thach, the foreign mlnister of the 
communist government of Vietnam, promising to release all remaining 
prisoners in VN, we lobbied the Senate to adopt Resolution No. 51 
demanding the Hanoi regime to keep their promise on the occasion 
of the past New Year. This resolution was 1ntroduced on February 
6, 1991 by Senators Kennedy, Dole, Lugar, McCain, Simpson, Simmon, 
and Packwood. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have just presented the major events in the activities and 
achievements of the FV~PPA in the past fourteen years. 

Approximately eighty perc~nt of our objectives have been met. 
We hope to achieve the remaining twenty percent by the end of 1991. 
Thus, we have fulfilled our responsibilities so far. 

r. . . cr{.. _What is most encourag i ng to us is the recent creation of the 
..( J-J-i-..0.~F~·. \Ll-e-t.flamesePo 11 t 1 cal . Prl soners' ASSoclat lon by former 

prisoners themselves. The Forrner-VNPPA is an active and growing 
organization whose leaders are actually here among us whom I will 
later introduce to you. 

The Former VNPPA has 18 chapters presently. Nobody is in a 
better position th~ne former prisoners themselves to understand 
the predicament of their fellow-prisoners in order to directly 
fight for, protect and assist those who are still in detention as 
well as those who have recently migrated to the u.S. 

As I have stated, our Association has achieved its 90als so 
far:.. ;{AT~,Et.fefore, after our conference wi th the 1 eaders of the 
EoCni~.~.A~ ~and on behalf of the members of the FV,",PPA, I wou 1 d 
1 ike to off i cia 11 y dec 1 are that the FV)/'PPA will end its act i v i t 1 es 
on January 12, 1992. 

After that date, the members of the Associat10n and myself 
wi 11 be happy to ass i st and adv i se the Eormer VNPPA as the need 
arises. 

- 6 -
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Now, at this special gathering, we would like to express our 
heartfelt gratitude to the senators, congressmen and their 
assistants in the U.S. Congress, and the officials in the White 
House and the State Department for their invaluable assistance and 
dynamic support. We would especially like to thank Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Funseth for their warm sympathy and continued encouragement 
which helped us reach our goals. 

We woul d a 1 so 1 ike to thank the many assoc i at ions, med i a 
agenc i es, bus i ness and pr i nt i ng estab 1 i shments, the benefactors, 
and Arlington County in particular, for having provided us with the 
most solicitous support throughout the past fourteen years since 
the difficult beginning of our task. 

I would like to address myself now to the former political 
prisoners who are present at this farewell dinner. 

Dear fiends, 

The following are our most genuine thoughts for you. qParting 
1S always full of sorrow, even if it is done of our own free will." 

We hope you are not affected by the temporary hardship you 
encounter in your new life.· 'You have, indeed, bravely overcome 
worse moments of adversity, disgrace and suffer1ng in detention in 
order to survive to this date. We urge you to use the same spirit 
to rise above the last trials you may find here. 

We wish you success and happiness. May the great family of 
former political prisoners ever increase in size. 

~5 Before closing, I would like to invite you all to observe with 
me a moment of si lence to pray for the American and vietnamese 
fighters who sacriflced their lives for the sake of freedom. May 
they rest in peace forever. 

Khuc M 1 nh The· 
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