
NHAN-SU 
• 

VALANH-DAO 
• 

HOt[I-<lgng IfOfIg mt;ll m61-lnlilng xa-h~ n4ng d(in& nm "Ihili 
giilla liClI blJc," cJ mt;ll qu& gia ma virc gi clillg doi plll!i dlf<!C 
giai-qllye; mt;ll cach nll~m I~, Nghl-h~ da /ch6ng co IlIa ch,!n nao 
hdll la phai rim trl nhllllg ngllili bie; vij!c de' ma giao cOOg-lac. 
Phdn rhanh c6ng cua Nghl-h~ neu co la da m.lD khOOg il vao 
mt;ll sl! dilng nglli1l dung ch&; hqp /cha-n4ng. 

Nhu-ng thiinh-phln chuyen-mlln 

Neu Ihanh-phiJn cua Ngh/-h(il da phon anh dlf<!C kha ddy 
du sl! da dlJng vi! ru61lac, gidi-rinh va dia-plllldng cua C(illg-<l6rlg 
ngllili Vifl cJ Hoa-/cjIlhi Nghl-h(il cling /chOOg bao giil quen la 
pllai co ngllill chuytn-m6n, ntim ..w.g ctic /tinh-VI!C va kj-Ihu~~ 
Ihi mdi co Ihl ki'p /hill dJip Ung nhUng do; hOi cua cOOg vi;c. 

M(i( viii tY-m!: 
- Dfeu ltiJn Irln Qu&-h(il. ThlliTng chung la dll<!C bie; td; it 

ngily In/de khl co cac cu(ic dil!u I';'n lren Thllqng-vifn hay HIJ-vij!n 
cJ Hoa-/cjI. Nlu /chdng ntim sin vtfn4e Ihi la se mdi ngay cd-h~ 
dllo lieng nO/ cia la viio nhUng vtfn41 nhll bang-giao, nhll cac 
chlldllg-lrinh ty nlJll, a.m-1Il chinh-Itf v.v. 

- [)j Iham-dl! cac h~-nghl chuytn4e hay qu&-li NllIlIIg 
Mi-lIgh! 1000i nay la Ihllilng co Ihl bie; In/de dlf<!C it Idu nhlb.g 
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• 

ngill/c If!i, dl cho n/llD.g bai Iham-IUljn cua 10 dll<!C chOp nht!n 
Ihi If!i doi hoi nll?llrinh-d(j cI.uyen-moll kI.oIIg II.lquan-lrirllrollg 
m(jl hoi ngay dll<!C_ 

- Lalli Ihallh-vien Irong IIhw'g ban d~C-lllriflll nghiin cuu cac 
v(fn-d~ IIhll kinh Ie. xti-h(ji, mOi-lnlilng. lien-lf!C qu6c-Ie: 

D.la vtio nhw'g lieu-chwfn nhll do; hOi d lren, ngilm cua 
Nr.!-h(ji co du m~1 chuyen-m6n iii giao-d.!c din xti-h(jl, iii kill/. 
Ie den chinh-lti qu6c-le; iii v4n-chllong dei. 6m-nh,!c ... Nhlil.g 
cI.uyen-m6n kl.6ng pl.al chi co ngl.ia 10 n/lllr.g nganh do; hoi 
"d.;1 mal klnh sll" ma IhOi; lral 1f!I, chuyen-m6n cOn g6m ca 
II/.w.g nganh kh6t.g dl hqc d dau dll<!C ma pI.ai co m(jl16n. lOng. 
s&.g Ydi Cli-IM; btillay vao Yifc iii IIam nay qua n4m khac, nl.II 
Inldr.g-I.t!/1 cac v6i.-4e /.l' n(ln, nl.6n-quyen, cM;'g JcY-1h!, lam kinh 
It v.v. Ngoal "" chuyen-m6J. cUIIg cOn n/ll11lg y.nghia Ihlfc-tiln 
nhll g4y quy, lam bao, yjii bao, lam vall IIghr, dl dielHhuyei, 
/6:!'/IIJc h(ji-ngl.~ xuOng dJiih.g. chOnB kinh lai, dl cl.6i Y6;. n/.w.g 
dib.-gia Ihitn Itch, giai Ihich ac-y III Vlfl-nam hay ngilm Vlrl. 

L8nh-d~o ,*p-thi va co tham-khao 

M~c dilu ngrlm c.ia NI.~.!-h(jl kh6ng II.ilu chuyell-moll n/.II 
dlf<!C dill/. IIgl.ia d lrell, Ng/r!-I.(ji .. ii. dll<!C lallh-df!o Iheo IIIo-I/IIIe 
l(jp-ll.l va co II.alll-khao. ~c-birl ITOI.g ll/IIli.g quyei-d!II/. 1(11. 
II/rll cll IIgrlili di 1'(jI-IIgl'i qll6c-lt hO!fc qllyei-dillh gia-n/.t!p Toi'g­
/ien-h(ji Ngrlm Vlrl T./-do Hai-ngD'!i, hO!fc lin lii;'g vi? II/II1IIg 
v6;.-4i! In!ng d,!i nhll bang-giao My-Vlrl hay cac chinh-sach /.l' 
n,!II, Ngh!-h(jl bao giil cung bQII Ihao /"(jI.g nii lrong n(ji-b(j (11/.11 
I,!i cac cu(jc hqp cua H(jI-diJllg Dieu ht!/1 Tnmg-liong) va doi khi 
ca '" ngoai Ngh!-h(jl (IIhll I,!i cac o.,i-h(ji C(jllg-diJIIg ma NgI.!­
h(jl nh~II lonh lnich-nlrirm drh.g '" ltH:hrlc I.ang n4m). 

Co Ii! .nhil d quan-nifm "m(jl cai dilu" klI6ng Ihl"ngl.i cho 
mlJl cai dau" nen nhUng nhan-v{ll chu ch6i cua Nghi-h(ji, m(7c 
dilu dO d4y /cinh-nghif,!, lrong nhrIng ltinh-tIIfC nhll qu6n-slf, 
chinh-lti, ngD'!i-giao, Y611 cam Ihdy .w.g 16m hon kill co slf 
d6ng-lhll411 cua nhi<?u IIgt1iJt, IIhi<?u gim. 

NgrIi1i, dllt!'; gi~ co:rg-Iac ''!l'!g IIhrfng Inlilng-h<!jJ II~y cring 
/ci.6ng pha/ Ihde mde iii /ifu co d6y du sif h(ju-lhu611 dang sau 
nhrIng can.-kli wi vlrc lam c.ia minh hay kh6ng. 

< • Ngo~i ra, lro~g ?ai ,!4~ 1991:92, InJII~ lillh-Ihiln ~ai tien f. 
/6, lam V'fC, va, lro cua cac YUIIg dO dll<!C d4jI m,!IIh: IIhieu dIf-an, 
cllIl(lIIg-lrillh cua Ngh!-h(jl do dliC/c giao cho cae VIlng ddm tnich. 
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Vung Tdy do phal dqng chliii.-dich ghi danh di biiu lren 10im-qlloC. 
VUlIg Tnmg-Tdy, llgoai vi!!c nghiell cllu cdll-ban vi! cqllg;1ollg 
IIgIlm Vi!!1 Igi Hoa-kjl, dill ph,! lrach pMI-h<!J1 cac y-kiiii. vi! vdi.;1i; 
coi /(5" Cd-cdu cua Ngh/-hqi. VUlIg DOlIg-bdc mc-liei. virc gdy qllY 
nMm Ihallh-Iqp hqc-b6;.g dl Irq giup II/l/IIIg hqc-sillh ViI'I nghiw 
nhllng xudi sdc a Hoa-kjl. VUlIg Nom do hoi liin d,lng ra callg dallg 
2 kjI h,!p cua Hqi;1ollg Dii!u h<!J1 Trullg-IIdllg va mallg clIO 
Ngh/-hqi nllllng Cd-hqi quy btiu dl sillh-hOf!I vcii dia-phlldllg ltill 
lIay. 

C(\ng-t1ic dU'lii nhrio hinh-thtic 

Vi NgI./-h{ii la mtjlllillh-I/I/Ic Lib.-h{ii ma nJI.g nen Clillg co 
nll/h.g h{ii;1oiJn ma vi 1;;10 nay hay Ij-do 1chtic do 1ch6ng Ii;n 
I/lam-gia Ng/I/-h{ii. Nhllng diJu sao, Ng/I!-h{ii cling 1chOOg .rem day 
la mtjl ltd ng,!i d6i vdi cOOg !lifc c/lung. 

M¢/ vai Inli1lJg.J'<!J1 die;'-h;,.h cua sl! c{ing-Iac hiJIIg ngang la: 

- Lam virc nhiP nlliJIIg vdi H{ii Gia-dinh ro-nlllln CMnh,l" 
Vii!I-t.am, ma ClI/;-I/ch la ba KJllic Minh Thd, iii n4m 1987 de" 
.,qll-dtjllg vdi chinh-phu va Qu6c-I.tji Hoa-kjI do; hOi Ha-ntji pho; 
Iho hii tU-nMn "I.qc 14p coi I,!O" va cho hQ di doiJn-1If 0 lrong 
cac nude lllU{ic 77.i:gicii T!(-do. m Ihting 4-1989, vi?c ph6i-h<!J1 
lIay dUtfc d(iy m,!nh II.em m¢/ bude mla lehi Ng/I/-h{ii cung vcii 
JI';;; Gia-dinl. TNCT va 3 chi nhanh cua Tong-liin-htjl C!II'-tU­
nMII CI.inll-l" CSVN (Bdc Call, Nam Cal; va Te.ros) 14p ra 
Uj-ban Ph6i-h<!J1 TIip dOn CI!II-tU-nhtJn Chinh-I" Virl-nam. 
Clillg lrollg chiiu hlldng nay, ngllm cua Ng/I/-htjl do len di"eu I';'n 
o QIl6c-I.{ii va ORR (T6;,g-nha Dillh cll Ti nl!" cua 1M Xo-htjl 
Hoa-kjl) de' no; v4! nlllIng nhu-cau cua chlldllg-lrinh liip dOn 
q41-lIl-nh4n. 

- Lam virc vdi ctic r6'-cII/Jc cua My nllli Lien;1oiJn TI!-do 
(Freedom Federation), Htji;16ng Boo vf TI!-do (Council for Ihe 
Defense of Freedom), v.v. cling n/lll Vi;1 nhll Tong;1oiJn (giO day 
I~ T6'-cll/lc) PI.'!c Hling Viiil-llam dllillic dtfy vii!c II.anh-14p Dili 
A-chou T'l-do (Radio Free Asia) Iheo m6-r/lllc cua Dili Au-ch4u 
T!.'-do (Radio Free Europe). M¢/ h{ii-ngh! cllllyen4e v4! Dili 
A-cMu TI!-do cling do dUlfc lo'-chllc vao hOm 10-4 ndm 199 J 0 
ngay loa nha chinh cua Qu6c-iI4i. 

- Lam virc vdi aic 16'-chllc '/II/ie-It nllll JltjI An-.ra Qu6c-rl; 
Vdn-blil QlloC-le; H{ii-ngl./ Qu6c-lt v4! NI.6n-quy"en (/~-SO 0 
Ba-Ian), Vy-ban Ky-gio Hoa-ley, Vj-ban Lu41-s11 v4! Nhan-quy"en, 
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/,,:chllc Asiawa/ch, sting-hqi Au,.,,,,... iii' /",,,h ddu vi! "/Id,,­

quje" cho "hung "tU-"ha" cua '"""g-ltJm" "hdn-Iot!i ma hir" bl 
gia", girl d Vlr/-nam. 



TAl-LIEU NGHI-H{)J . .. 

The Na/ional Congress of Vie/namese in America (tiIi-li~u 
gim-Ihi¢u can-ban v~ Nghj-hOi bing liEng Anh) 

Ngh!-hQi Toan-qutfc NgrJiII Vi?t 191 Hoa-ky (till-lieu gid!­
Ihieu bAng liEng Vie!) 

Ban TIn NgI.! HQi (ra Ihal Ihllang) 

Nghicn OlU vci Nh4n Dlnh (I*p-san nghitn cUu ra nam 
1986 vii 1987) 

Ve van-at bang-giao My-Vi~! 
Non"aliza/ion of Diploma/ic Relations with the Socialist 

Republic of VietllQl" (P05ilion Paper, Ihang 9-1988) 

Ve van-at nhan-quy~n a Vi~!:!!!!!!. 
Frredom of Exprrsslon in the Socialist Republic of Vie/nam 

(ban lt5-c:io vi-ph~m II{-do phal bi~u vii III Illang a ~ng-hoil 
XHCN Vi¢l-nam, ulnh bly a Leningrad, lbang 9-1990) 

Ve van-at lY n~.!! 

Vietnamese Refu~es In Southeasl AsIII (P05ilion Paper, 
lhang 4-1991) 

Vt van-& ludl Ire 

V .. lnettlble Youths (dQc a HOI-nghj NAPEA, Ihang 4-1991) 

Vt van-& cae ~ng-nhan Viel-nam a DOng-Au 

0Jng-nh4n Vi?t-nllm J Ddng-A .. tTtn dliilng ~ nlldc: 

Vietnllmese Wmter.r III the Soviet Un/OIl alld Eastem Europe 
(bill lham-Iu*n dQc ~i HOi-nghj QuOC-IE Nhan-quy~n kY 2 a 
Leningrad, lhang 9-1990) 

Vt Dili A-chAu T,,~ 
ProceedjnBS of the Conferrnce OIl /lIcrrased Broadcasting /0 

AsIII (11i'c b3n luang-ulnh ve HI)i-nghj ve Phal Ihanh Tang 
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cuong v"t A-d6ng, do Nghi-hOi va Oluncil [or the De£ense or 
Freedom to-chtic vao ngay 10 thang 4-1991 trtn Qu6c-hOi 
Hoa-kY) 

Vc van-ae tranh da"u cho TI!'-do va Din-chu Vie!:!!!!!! 

Tuyell-ng6n CUD Nghi-h~ Toim-qudC: NgIIiII Vifll,p Hoa-IcY 
(thang 3-1990) 

Trcn day la mOt s6 tili-lieu titu-bilu n6i Itn l~p-trlR'lng 
cua Nghi-hOi ToiIn-qu6c Nglfoi Viet t~i Hoa-kY d t~i My ding 
nhlf d cae di~n-diln qu6c-tt'. Ngoili ra, Nghl-hOi ron rat nhi"tu 
tai-li¢u nhlf cae bili di"tu tr"An trtn Qu6c-h~i ve nh.mg de-tili 
nhlf ehinh-sach ty n~n, van-de nhin-quy"tn, CI!'U-tu hQC ~p cli 
t~o, giao-dllc, ki<!m-kt din-s6 v_v_ kh6ng kl nh.mg bai thuyt"t­
trinh, dien-vln, bao-cao cUa nglfoi thut)c Nghl-hOi ~i khlp cac 
noi. 



ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE 

AND PHILOSOPHY 

Formed in 1986, the National Congress of Vietnamese in 
America (NCVA) has grown to become the major deliberative 
forum of the Vietnamese American commun~y in the United 
States. 

In terms of model it is a federation of Vietnamese American 
associations across the 50 states. Membership in NCV A is 
voluntary and ~ is estimated that over the years some 200 such 
organizations have joined NCVA. However, NCVA also recruits 
individual memberships to cover those areas where there are no 
organized associations to take out a NCVA membership. 

Structurally, NCVA has a Board of Directors conSisting of 44 
persons: 10 national directors at-large elected without reference 
to regional affiliation, 30 directors representing fIVe regionS (six 
each from the North, South, East, West and Capital Regions) 
nationwide, and 4 representatives of the individual members 
within the organization. Reelected once every two years, the 
Board of Directors chooses from among its own membership 
those responsible for handling the major offices of NCV A, 
including the Directorate and the Executive Board. 

The Directorate consists of a Chairman, five regional Vice 
Chairpersons and an Administrator. The Executive Board 
consists minimally of a President, several functional Vice 
PreSidents, a Secretary General and a Treasurer. Other offices 
can be created as needed, such as various commissioners or 
directors of projects, and these persons can be invited from the 
outside and do not have to be members of the Board of 
Directors. In this way, NCVA hopes to attract talent from the 
outside while at the same safeguarding the integr~y of the 
organization. 

1 



In terms of meeting, NCVA organizes every year a national 
convention, usually in August, a~ernating between the East 
Coast and West Coast for purposes of balanced attendance. In 
between the conventions, the Board of Directors also meets 
once every four months to review the work of the Executive 
Board and set policies for the following operational year. The fact 
that NCV A Board of Directors meetings have been held on a 
rotating baSis at various sites around the country has helped 
tremendously in tts keeping in touch with the various regions: 
each time that the Board of Directors meets tt always makes an 
extra effort to have working sessions with the local community 
and organizations-held in the spir~ of town meetings. This is 
what has enabled NCVA to understand the various local and 
regional concerns and to have a fairly good grasp of grassroot 
feelings towards common issues. 

Working against the baCkground of a bicu~ural and 
bilingual commun~y, NCVA has tried to take a centrist position 
that recognizes both the trad~ional values of Vietnam and the 
more energetic and youth.oriented values of America. In the 
same way, it tries to compose differences between East and 
West, Republicans and Democrats, conservatism and liberalism 
wtthin the context of American poIttics. In this way tt hopes to 
strike the best balance possible among the various competing 
interests and philosophies found wtthin the community. 

NCVA is not the only networking effort among the 
Vietnamese Americans. As distinct from NCVA there have been: 

• Professional networking efforts (lor instance, of the 
medical profession, of ARVN veterans, of alumni of various 
schools, etc.), some of which may predate NCVA by several 
years: NAVAE (National Association for Vietnamese·American 
Education, rechristened NAFEA since 1988), just to take one 
example, was founded in 1979 and is still going strong. In recent 
years the Vietnamese Professionals Association has developed 
a very strong network, not only in the United States but also 
internationally. 

• Religious networking efforts, of which the most extensive 
and powerful are the Catholic and the Buddhist networks. Other 
Vietnamese religious groupings also have their national and 
even international networks, such as the Hoa Hao, the Cao Dai, 
and especially the various Protestant denominations. 

· Networking efforts for specHic purposes, for instance, 
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NCVACONVENTIONS 
Month and Year, Venue and Locality 

August 1986 (Founding Convention) 

George Mason Univers~y Main Campus Fairfax, VA 

August 1987 

George Mason Univers~y Main Campus Fairfax, VA 

August 1988 

Hyatt Rickeys 

August 1989 

George Mason Univers~y Law School 

August 1990 

Days Inn 

August 1991 

George Mason Univers~y Law School 

August 1992 

Travelodge 

August 1993 

George Mason University Law School 

3 

Palo AHo, CA 

Arlington, VA 

Santa Ana, VA 

Arlington, VA 

Houston,TX 

Arlington, VA 



NCVA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 

Month&Year 

August 1987 
December 1987 
April 1988 
August 1988 
December 1988 
May 1989 
August 1989 
December 1989 
March 1990 
August 1990 
December 1990 
April 1991 
August 1991 
November 1991 
May 1992 
August 1992 
March 1993 
August 1993 

Venue 

George Mason University 
Holiday Inn 
Center for Southeast Asian Resettlement 
Hyatt Rickeys 
Nguyen Khoa Nam Community Center 
City Hall 
George Mason University 
Holiday Inn 
Days Inn 
Days Inn 
George Mason Law School 
Vietnamese Community Center 
George Mason Law School 
Quality Inn 
Holiday Inn 
Travelodge 
Logan Hmon 
George Mason Law School 

Locality 

Fairfax, VA 
Houston, TX 
San Francisco, CA 
PaloMo, CA 
Westminster, CA 
Boston, MA 
Fairfax, VA 
Dallas-Ft Worth, TX 
Arfington, V A 
Santa Ana, CA 
Arlington, VA 
Chicago,IL 
Arlington, VA 
SI. Petersburg, FL 
Fairfax, VA 
Houston, TX 
Boston, TX 
Arlington, VA 



refugee advocacy (IRAC, Boat People S.O.S., Inc.), voter 
registration (The Vietnamese Voters League), voIunteerism (in 
refugee camps like Project Ngoc or involved in Vietnam, such as 
SAP-VN), women and youth activities (for instance, the 
Vietnamese Boy and Girl Scouts), etc. 

From the above it can be seen that NCVA is a broad-based 
national and secular network with a rather comprehensive scope 
of action. Ideally it seeks to become an accepted forum for all 
Vietnamese Americans 01 every persuation (with the exception 
01 the Communists) to come together and discuss all issues of 
concern to that community, which is nearing the 3/4 million 
mark. NCVA does not claim to represent all the Vietnamese in 
the U.S. but it is the closest to a confederation representing the 
widest spectrum 01 Vietnamese American opinion in the country. 

A measure 01 the success 01 NCVA can be found in the still 
modest achievements that it has chalked up over eight years 01 
operation. 

Regular, Open and Public Meetings 

Not being a political party and operating in the free and 
open environment 01 the United States, NCVA rejects 
clandestine modes 01 operation and adopts instead to operate 
above board, in the public eye. Its national conventions and 
Board 01 Directors meetings are announced in the press way 
ahead 01 time, and its deliberations and resolutions are matters 
01 public record. 

Since its founding, NCVA has had seven annual national 
conventions, open to all Vietnamese Americans and held at 
alternating sites between the East Coast and the West Coast. 
Besides these conventions, the Board 01 Directors has met 
regularly (averaging three times a year), rotating around the 
country (see box on opposite page). 

Working with Others 

There are Vietnamese organizations and individuals 
belonging to NCVA. There are those who choose to stay outside 
01 the organizational structure 01 NCVA but who still cooperate 
with it on issues 01 common concern. For instance, the 
Vietnamese Association 01 Illinois (VAl) did not officially become 
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part of NCVA until August 1989 but before that date, VAl was an 
observer at many of NCVA functions and had the opportunity to 
cooperate with NCVA on several projects, including raising 
money to send an IRAC and a NCVA representatives to the 
International Conference on Indochinese Refugees held in 
Geneva in June 1989. 

In April 1989, upon the initiative of NCVA, four major 
Vietnamese associations concerned with the fate of Vietnamese 
political prisoners sat down with NCVA to form the 'Coordinating 
Committee for the Reception of Vietnamese Political Prisoners' 
(April 23, 1989). It was the work of this group which brought 
about special legislation to attend to the needs of political 
prisoners (this program is commonly known as the H.O., 
Humanitarian Operation, program), once they are released from 
communist reeducation camps and brought to the United 
States. 

On the complex issue of Vietnamese refugees in Southeast 
Asia, NCVA has advocated for refugee rights and spoken 
against forced repatriation through: 

- Hearings in the U.S. Congress. 

- Coordination with numerous other organizations, including 
Inter-Action, the U.S. Committee for Refugees, IRAC, the Boat 
People S.O.S. Committee, the Interfaith Committee for Refugee 
Concerns, and the Committee for the Relief of Vietnamese 
Refugees (CRVR), to organize demonstrations, write letters and 
petitions, make representations with the State Department, the 
White House, the United Nations (especially the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR), and Great Britain (when 
Hong Kong tried forced repatriation of the refugees). 

- Cooperation with IRAC (Indochinese Refugee Action 
Center) to review the list of recommendations made by the 
Indochinese community throughout the world in regard to the 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (CPA) proposed in Kuala Lumpur 
and adopted in Geneva in June 1989. 

- Participation in a 'Coordinating Committee for the 
Protection of Vietnamese Refugee Rights' (December 28, 1989) 
in order to better coordinate the Vietnamese American 
community's response to crises affecting the Vietnamese 
refugees in Southeast Asia (for instance, attempts by the 
UNHCR to curtail food rations in Malaysia and Indonesia or by 
Hong Kong to cut off services in the camps). 
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- Sponsoring, together with several other organizations in 
the U.S. and Canada, the creation 01 LAVAS (Legal Assistance 
for Vietnamese Asylum Seekers), a cooperative project to help 
unfairly screened-out refugees with their appeals. 



A TWO-PRONGED 
APPROACH 

Fully realizing that its constituency has both immediate 
concerns dealing with their lives in the United States and 
sentimental attachments to the country of their birth, NCV A has 
evenly divided its attention to developments affecting the 
Vietnamese American community and to those affecting the old 
country. 

A. COMMUNITY ADVOCACY 

1. Economic Self-sufficiency 

Firm in the belief that a community can be strong only on 
the basis of economic self-suffiCiency, NCVA rejects from the 
start Iongterm dependency on welfare. Instead, it has 
underwritten conferences on 'economiC development for the 
Vietnamese American community.' One such conference was 
organized by Asian Business and Community News, Inc. in 
June 1990 at the Hubert Humphrey Institute, University of 
Minnesota, gathering over 150 business and community leaders 
to exchange information, experience and new products. NCV A 
not only sponsored the event, it also participated actively in it 
through providing speakers and facilitators. Similar conferences 
are being projected for the near future. 

2. Education 

NCVA shares with NAFEA (National Association for the 
Education and Advancement 01 Cambodian, Lao and 
Vietnamese Americans) many concerns in the field of education, 
which explains why some leaders are active in both 
organizations. NCVA is of the belief that Vietnamese American 
children should be mainstreamed as soon as feasible but it 
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should be done judiciously so as not to harm the child's 
progress. Transitional programs meant to help the child adjust to 
American schools are therefore recommended for some, 
whether in the form of ESL (English as a Second Language) or 
bilingual education. 

NCVA also advocates strong parental involvement, 
especially in ways to strengthen the child's se~-image and pride 
in his cu~ural heritage. It therefore advocates the holding of 
Vietnamese Studies Symposia at NAFEA conferences and the 
teaching of Vietnamese cutture, language and history in 
institutions of higher learning where there are sizeable numbers 
of Vietnamese American students. 

3. Fighting Discrimination 

NCV A has been working with Congress to fight 
discriminatory admission poficies at some schools aimed at 
Asian American students. NCV A has also spoken up strongly 
against racial discrimination directed at Asian and Vietnamese 
Americans, which in some cases has resutted in tragic deaths 
(for instance, the murder of Nguyen Phan Luyen in Florida or the 
indiscriminate shooting of Southeast Asian children at an 
elementary school in Stockton, California, some years ago). 

In 1989 NCVA joined ACLU, OCA and JACL, to make 
representations on the Hill on beha~ of the Bay Area Vietnamese 
Fishermen Association in their protest against the 
racially-inspired application of the Jones Act, an act that was in 
the book but rarely n ever invoked and applied since 1789. The 
subsequent legislation which waived the application of the act 
for ten years was hailed by The New York Times as 'the first 
legislative victory' of Vietnamese Americans. 

4. The H.O. Program 

The main credit for working with the U.S. State Department 
in order to demand the release of Vietnamese pofitical prisoners 
should go to the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners, 
whose leader, Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho, worked indefatigably for 
several years with a large team of dedicated volunteers, mostly 
women. NCVA cooperated in this endeavor since April 1987 then 
participated in the program of reception when the prisoners 
were about to be allowed into the United States. Ever since, the 
former political prisoners have taken the initiative to organize 
themselves into a General Association of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners (GAVPP), with chapters all over the U.S. 
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5. Cooperating with the U.S. Census Bureau 
In preparation for the April 1990 census, the U.S. Bureau of 

the Census enlisted a number 01 national organizations, 
including NCVA. From the start, NCVA's cooperation had been 
very active, including representation on the National Advisory 
Board, outreach work, training 01 volunteers, translation of the 
Census form into Vietnamese, film·making, etc. In recognition of 
this work, in August 1991, the U.S. Census Bureau presented 
NCVA w~h a crystal cup at the NCVA Convention of that year. 

B. RESPONSIBIUTIES TOWARDS THE OLD COUNTRY 

1. Working for Freedom and Democracy In Vietnam 

Practically all the Vietnamese Americans remember their 
refugee roots and feel responsibilities towards loved ones, 
friends, colleagues and compatriots who were lelt behind. They 
realize that the only lasting solution to the Vietnamese problem 
has to come from the fostering of democratic freedoms and the 
return 01 participatory democratic institutions in that long 
tortured land. The whole strategy 01 NCV A towards Vietnam is 
defined by this conviction. 

2. Fighting for Basic Human Rights 

Many, many rights considered normal in much 01 the rest 01 
the civilized world, such as Habeas Corpus, the freedom of 
religion and worship, the freedom to express one's political 
opinion as long as ~ is voiced peacefully, the freedom of 
publication and poI~ical participation (in parties other than the 
Communist Party), etc. do not exist in Vietnam. Only in recent 
years have some 01 the restrictions been relaxed (as regards 
freedom of residence and/or some economic freedoms) but 
since this is not enough, NCVA will continue to work for the full 
restoration of basic human rights to the people of Vietnam. 

This is not an abstract consideration as full restoration of 
basic human rights in Vietnam is the only way to truly end the 
movement of Vietnamese people seeking to leave the country, 
whether illegally as refugees or legally in the form of emigration. 
In this struggle the Vietnamese people have the sympathy of the 
whole world, from the U.S. Congress and governments of 
civilized nations to such international organizations as Amnesty 
International, AsiaWatch, the Lawyers Comm~ee for Human 
Rights, etc. 
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3. The Battle for Truth 

In the struggle to restore freedom and democracy to 
Vietnam nothing is more important than the battle for the truth, 
meaning the Vietnamese people are entitled to truthful 
information about themselves and about the world. Here they 
enjoy the cooperation of various sources, including international 
broadcasting services that are highly regarded for the objective 
content of their broadcasts (for instance, BBC, VOA, RFI or Radio 
France·lnternational, and for a while, Radio Irina, or the Voice of 
Freedom, broadcasting from Moscow). 

Currently, NCVA is working wtth a number of legislators and 
grassroots communtty organizations (for instance, the 
Indochinese Commtttee for Radio Free Asia, headquartered in 
San Diego) to support the creation of Asian Democracy Radio, 
for which budget is already proposed by the Clinton 
Administration (for FY t993). 

4. Working wHh Vietnamese Acroaa the Free World 

Going beyond the confines of the Untted States, NCVA has 
joined forces with national organizations of Vietnamese residents 
in France, Germany, Australia and Canada to form in 1989 the 
World Federation of Vietnamese Associations Abroad (yVFVAA), 
headquartered in Canada. Wtth the active collaboration of 
NCVA, WFVAA organized in May 1992 a very successful World 
Conference of Free Vietnamese held at George Mason 
University. From this conference came a set of 
recommendations regarding policies towards Vietnam that were 
forwarded to major governments in the Western World. 

5. Linking Hands with Vietnamese Communilles In the 
Former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 

The collapse of communism in the former Soviet bloc (that 
started in 1989) instantly brought about opportunities for close 
cooperation among Vietnamese of all persuasions across the 
former divide that separated East and West. This was watched 
with much concern by Hanoi as more and more Vietnamese in 
the former Soviet bloc turned towards cooperation with the West. 
But Hanoi is helpless in stopping this movement. NCVA 
encourages the movement as tt represents for the first time a 
true dialogue across ideological boundaries, with the upshot 
necessarily in favor of Freedom and Democracy in Vietnam. 

In all the above NCVA, like Free Vietnamese everyWhere, 
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can count on a vast fount of goodwill and sympathy not only in 
the Western World but also and especially in much of what is 
generally considered progressive mankind or the civilized world. 
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THU -TUC BAU CU' 

A. ,. '- .. " 

HOI-DONG E>IEU HQP TRUNG-u'dNG 

1/ -Oai-hoi-C16'ng sa b~u 44 hoi-vien cho H:£J:£J.H.T.L!.: , . . 
4 hoi-vien do cac thanh-vien ca-nhan b,;)u ra 
40 hoi-vi en do eac thanh-vien h~Hloan bflu ra . 
.,...... ' 2/ Liinh-tho Hoa-k\l ddde chia lam 5 vung ba~ eLI: 90ng, Tay, Trung Nam, Trung sac, , .. ? ...... I \ va thu-do, theo nhu ban-ao amh kem. 

I I 
..t , N' 3/ Cac thanh-vien ca-nh~m va thimh-viEm hQi-aoan. sau khi aa aong nien-liem. se dur;le 

coi la hrjp l~ de' tham-du cuoc ba~ c~·. 
Khi (lang nien-lie';;" cac thanh-viEm 58 nhan dudc mot so' phie~ ba~. tuy thea tu-each • .. .,. ... • It neng cua thanh-vlen. 

I ..." " ,.... ,"" f 4/ Cac thanh-vien ca-nhan chi bi gidi-han trong quyen bau cli. khong bj gioi-h<;In trong 
'" \ I " quyen uhg eu. 

5/ Cuoc ba'u eJ 58 dude thuc-hien ba'ng 7 vong: . ... . '. , "-Vong : Bau 4 hOi-vien do thanh-vien ca-nhfm bau 
~. , " " Vong 2: Bau 10 hOi-vien toan-quac do thanh-vien hoi-aoan bau . . 

Vong 3 t6'i Vong 7: sa~ hdi-vien aai dien VUng. mal Vung 6 hoi-vien. ,); • I·... • I ling-cu:"vien b) gioi-h,!n tuy theo vung cu-tru , ... ... ,.' Cu-tri la thanh-viim hoi-doan toan-quac. 

56 hQi-vien 
I, , ,. 

Ung-eu-vien CU-tri 

Vong 1 4 Thanh-vien ca-nhan ... ", " Thanh-vien ea-nhan 
, 

h6i-do~m tOEm-va 
.' quoe 

Vong 2 10 Thantl-v ian ea'-nhan Thanh-vien hoi-doan 
hOi-doan toan- A' va to~m-quoe 

" quoe 
Vclng 3 (8ong) 6 fhilflh-vir"lfl ' . ciJ-nhafl Thanh-vien hQi-(loan 

v<'l hoH10an 
, 

Mien - " toan-quoc 
flong 

Vbng 4 (T~y) Thimh-vien ' A Thanh-vien h9i-ooan 6 ca-nhan 

hoi-ooan .' - ~, va Mien toan-quoe 
Tay 



--~----~~~~~ 

QUYfT-D+NH 93/01 
" .".., V /v 'fu chinh Thu-tW Jj<iU Cl! 

ul cac thanh-vien cli nq1J a cac d:i,a-phuong c6 thSn co-h9i th$ ti"@1 tham-gia 
ililg cit vao Hqi-d6ng N'eu hqp, nay D<).i-~i quye't-dinh: 

Di~u 1. Hih ~ se ~u cit rrQt nt1a 55 thanh-vien c&! ~i -60ng Di'eu hQp Tnmg­
tlonq, phful phBi d6ng dl'!u cho ta't ca cac logi thanh-vien: cae-nJ1an, toan-quefc va 
~l.."_l.. ."'" .>/.. .",_ UlCUul-Vh:u mn llUen. 

Dreu 2. ,-D<).i-hQi thti3ng-nien, du t5-chUc b d:i,a-phuong mo, cUng co nhi~V1J 
tiau ra nita sa thanh-vien c6a HOi ~~ng fli& hOp Tnmg-uong nan nhi~-~ va sa thani1-
vien d.l til chclc hay qua aC5i trong nam qua. HfJi-creng Nell hQp cUhg phai Mu li;J.i 
cac chac-Vl,l khi&t khuye't trong HQi -c16ng Dieu hQp Tnmg-ut3ng hay tronq Ban ~ 
hanh. 

Dieu 3 •. euoc Ntu c&{ cac di§U-kien dEt thanh cing-dt-vien va thanh-pJian cit-tri 
~ theo nguy@n-~c va thu-tlJC "7 vOng'; nhu ~ ful-d:i,nh narn 1989. -

Di~u 4. Trong giai~Q9-n ch~ tH!p, Dgi-hQi 1993 se DaU 44 thanh-vien eta 
~i -d6ng Dii§u hQP Tnmg-liong. ~t suQc rut tMm sau "'0 se dttQc t5:-chiic trong ~i­
bt? HQi~6ng Di~u h~: 22 vt tronq sO 44 se chi c6 nhi@n-kY 103. rrQt (01) narn (hIDh­
thac rut tha'rn 103. rroi loai thanh-vien rut tMm dEf quy@t~inh v'€ ten c6a 1/2 56 
ngUdi trong nh6m phAi ~u l&i ~ 1994). Logi thanh-vien mo khOng au sl5 ail d1lQc 
an-a:in)1 thi, chi ph~i rut tMm de' ~t vo3.o nhi~k9" :!t>t nam &{ thanh-vien cao Mn 
1/2,56 d.3.' 3n~:(.nh cho logi~. NhUng vi cOn l<J.i van co nhi@n-)<Y Iii hai naJn nhl.t 
thtlclng-l~. Di;l.i-hQi 1994 se l)au ra 22 vi v6i nhi~kY 2 narn de'thay the' 22 v:i, rUt 
tMm, trUng ten. (E>i;J.i:hQi 94 Cllng co thi?' bliu hen 22 v:i, nEfu co vi no3.O kh6.c tro nen 
khien khuye't trong thli-gian til -D<).i-h(ji 93.) 

£ligu 5. flqi-hgi kh5ng '2Mp nl"$l dng-ciY #ng ~t hay rhlg v~-thl.t. u.g-d!­
vien pMi c6 ~t t9-i hQi-t.n!dng khi bliu ctt dlen ra. 

qua. 
Di'eu 6. ~t-a:i,nh nay co hi~u-lgc 1~p-tac sau khi dtit;)c Di;J.i-hOi-t'l&q thOng 

Ngay 14 th.3llg 8 nrun 1993 
Dai -hQi Thlldng-nien kY 8 
Nght-hQi To.3.n-qu&: Ngui3i Vi~t tqi Hoa-kY 



" 
A 

NGHI-HOI 

NOI-QUI ..... ,. , 
TOAN-QUOC NGu'dJ 

, 
VIET . . , 

TAl HOA-I-<V 

11 T8:ch.Jc c8a NGHI-H(ll TOAN-QUae NGu'O'I VIET 
,. *-.... , r. .. 'f,. ~ 

, 
T ~I HOA-KY (sau nay ggi tat la Nghj-

hoi) gam co nhilng ca-cau sau day: , 
, 

al f)<;li-hQi-dong , , 
bl HQi-dong flieu hc;1p Trung-u'dng 

.' , el Ban Chap hanh 

dl 
,J ,..1 

Ban Co-van 

21 Tat ca nhlfng thanh-viEJn chif,h-thLlc dLlc;le qUY!'ln tham-d~ cac phien hgp cLla f)ai-hoi­

dci~g. 
{lugc gt;Ji la thanh-vien 

, , 
chinh-thut: 

al NhUhg ca-nhan ngutH Viet hay goe Vi~t. da hOim-ta't cac th8-tL!e gia-nh~p va 

dong 1:Ir;y 08 nien-li~m an-d\nh b' f)ie~ 3. 
~ 0\ ... " .. ,,,,?.... ~, ,.. ..... 

bl Nhu'ng h9i-ooan Viet-Nam of! thanh-lap h9P Ie tai cae tieu-bang va da dong day 
"', ., ... 

dJ ni~n-liem an-dinh 0' f)ieu 3. 

31 Ti~n nien-lie"m dudc an-oinh nhlI sau: 

al Th.?mh-vien ca-nhan $25. 

bl Thanh-vien h6i-do~m: 

H6i-dDiln IO<;li 

HOi-aoan I09i 

A (tren 50 h~i vien) , 
B (dLioi 50 hoi vien) 

$100. 

$50. 

4/ f)<:Ji-h~i-d6~g nhom hop thub'ng-le do slf trieu tap cua Hoi-do;'g Die~ hdp Trung-uf)ng 

va c.1n co tu'c-so' qua b,{n. Ne~ h!J~ khi ;ri~u ·t~p ·18;' thJ ~ha't rna khong ·d~ tue-so' thi' 
,.' , ., ..... , • I- 10' I I ,. I 

-o<;ii-h~i-aong khi nhom hflP trd lai Ian thu' hal khong can co tue-so. 

{)<'!i-h9i-do;'g co the' nhom hOp ba't thu'dng khi co Idi yeu-dlu c~a 2/3 so' hoi-vien cua 

Hoi-do~g f)ie~ h9P Trung-vdng. 

51 Van-thu tri~u 

h,?p O~i-h~i-ao~g. 

...., 7 I I r 
tap Oai-hoi-dong phai dt1~fc gdi tdi cac thanh-vien hai thang trub'c ngay . . . 

... " J' , 1 'I 

61 -{)9i-h~i-dong bieu quyet theo da-so toJdng-iloi cLla cac phieu h9P Ie. 56 phieu danh 

eho c~c thanh-vien cua f)9i-hi?i-oong dude an-ll\nh nhu' sau: 

Thanh-vien ca-nhan 
, ,' .. ' 

1 phieu va khong eo uy-quyen 



Thanh-vien hoi-Cloim: 

* Hoi-Cloan Io<~i A 

* Hoi-aoan lo?i B 

, 
4 phieu. 

, 
2 phieu. 

? ,,' ,., " ' Moi thanh-vien hoi-aoan chi audc nhan uy-quyen cua hai thanh-vien h(Ji-doan khae. 

...... , "....., I , 

7 / -f)~i-h9i-a6ng 58 bau ra mot Chu-toa-aoan gom Chu-tich, hai Pho-chu-tich va hai 
, , 

Uy-vien . 
., ,... ,..' f , ,," ~ 

Chu-t~a- dOfm khai mac, be mac va Clieu khien cac phi~n h9P cua D~i-hoi-dong va se man 

n~liem-ky sau khi -Dai-~oi-Cl6ng 'ket th~c. . . . 

8/ Dai-hoi-do'ng co nhiem-vu: . . .' 

a/ Thong qua mQi sJa aOl Oie~-I~ hoac Noi-qui do Hoi-Clang -Die;"-hr;fp Trung-tiang 

ae' nghi. 

b/ Chi~h-thUt:-hcia cac th~mh-vien theo ae' nghj c~a Ban Chap hanh 

cl Thong qua chudng-trinh nghj-sV theo a~ nghj c~a Ban Cha'p himh 

dl Thao-Iu~n va bie~-quye't phuc-trlnh ho?t-Cl(mg c~a H9i-a6~g -Die~-h9P Trung-

lIong va 
~, , 

Ban Chap hanh. 

e/ Thao-Iu~n va bie~-quye't ve'dlIdng 10; va Clli~h-saeh cho nhung n"m ke:tiep. 
, ,,' ,.,1..., 

fl Thanh-thoa tal-chanh do BAn Chap hanh quan trio 
,,' 't 1'-. ,,'" .... ' 

g/ Bau cu H9,-Clong -Dleu-h9P Trung-utlng. 

9/ H9i-d6;'g -Die;"-h9P Trung-u'dng gam it nha!; 30 hOi-vien do f)qi-h(Ji-ao;'g ba~ ra trong 

so' cac thanh-vien eua -f)?i-h~i-ao;'g. 
Cae tha-nh~vil?n hoi-CloBn 58 ba~ 9/10 

c~-nhan 58 ba;" ra 1/10 55 hgi-vien, 

thanh-vien ea-nhan hay h~i -Cloan. 

56 h(Ji -vi en eua Hqi -dO~g f)ie~-h9P va cae tha'nh -vi en 
,.... ... y ,. " ... • ,.. .. " .... 

bau tu trong so eac thanh-vlen khong phan-bl~t 

Cac hoi -vien deu du'dc btlu dich-danh, 
, ,. 

vol tLi-caeh ea-nhan. 

10/ HOi-dong -Dieu-h9P Trung-uling 58 ba;" ra mQt Chu-ti,ch Nghi-h~i, nam Pho-ch0-tich 

vung va mot To~g-Quan-Tri. HOi-dci~g se lap, tuy theo nhu-ca;", mot so' tie~-ban va e~ 
, '.. • ~ " " I ., 

trong so nhuhg h6i-vien nhLing chu-tich cua cac tieu-ban. 

11 / H(Ji -dEing -Oie'u-h9P Trung-Lidng h9P thu'dng Ie 6 thang mot k\i do su' trieu taJ-l cua , 
Chu-t\ch Nghi-h(Ji. 

H9i-r'I6;'9 Dieu-hQp Trung-u'dng co the' nhom bat thutfng khi co su yeU-CaU 
... It ' • 

vien va trong trlldng hop nay Ong ChL-tich bat bUDc phai tri~u taP. 

Moi phien h9P chi heJp I~ ne~ co au tu'c-~ii' 2/3. . 

., .J ... 
cua 2/3 so hoi-



: H~i-vien H9i-06~g -Die'u H~p Tl'ung-Uang vang m~t khong co hi-do chi;'h dang 3 ky 

lien tiep 58 eludc coi nhtl dubhg-nhion tli nhiem. lv-do Chi~h-dang hay khong 58 do HOi-
#.... ..' , • 

Bong Dieu Hdp Trung-Uo'ng quyet-ai.nh. 

ill. ,,,, I 

12/ Hl?i-dong tlieu hQp Trung-u'dng co nhi~m-vl!: 

a/ Bai dien thtJdng-trLic cho Bai-hoi-ao;'g de' theo doi st! cha~ hanh chi;'h-sach do 
" • r . '. 

{)~i-h9HJcing quyet-oinh. 

b/ l"1<;3hien ctlu va de' ngh! mQi sU'a dbi N~i qui hay Dieu Ie . 
• ,. t /I. .., ... ,.' ,.' 

c/ Thlet-I1?P va nhom h9P cung Ban Co-van. 

d/ Bau Ban Cha~ hanh. 

13/ Hoi-Bo~g Die'u h9P Tl'ung-Udng b~u !'a mot Ban cha'p hanh tl'Dng 56' hoi-vien c~a HOi-

" dong. 

Ban 
, .' 

chap-hanh 58 gom CD: 
, " * 1 Chu-tlch chap hanh 
" ~ ~ * 7 Pho-chu-tich dac-nhiem: 

Il 1\ r • I', . f .. " 

-De Nhat Pho-Chu-tich phat then thanh-vie;' 

{)~ Nh! PhO-ChU-t!C~ Tai-Chi~h 
" , 

Pho-Chu-tjch Kh6i Thanh-ni~n Sinh-vifm 

Ph~-Ch~-t!ch Khoi Van-hOa xi3-hqi 
I" " ' r 

Pho-Chu-tich Khoi Thclng tin Nghien Cull 
, 7' ,. I,..... ... 

Pho-Chu-tich Van-.De Phu Nu . . 
" .. ',..' 

Pho-Chu-tich Van-de Ti nan 

* 
.' , 

1 Tong-Thu'-K y 

* 
(,7 , 

Pho-Tong-Thtl-Ky 

* 1 ThU quy 

* 
, , ~ 

1 Pho Thu Quy 

" ,.... , 
14/ Nhiem-kY cua Hoi-dong -Elieu hdp Tl'ung-LIdng va Ban Chap hanh la 2 nam. Tuy-nhien, 

; .. '1 ,. , ., • .. ,',. , I , 

Hf>E>H co the cham dLit nh1I?m-vl! cua bat cu' chLIc-v\J nao c0a Ngllj-Hqi bat c(] iuc nao va, 

slf 116~g-v' cua 2/3 56 hOi-vif!n hien dien. . .. . , 
Khong hoi-vien nao ClLIdc gill ch,Jc Chu-tich Nghi-Hili, hay Chu-Tich Chap-hanh qua hai . . ., . 
nhi~m-ky lien-tie~. Vj Ch~-tich N9hj-h9i va- vi Ch8-tjch Cha~-hanh sau khi man nhiem 

se du'ang-nhil~n 103 thanh-vi en cua HQi-oo;'g co~va;'. 

15/ Ban Cha'p hanh nhom h,?p h~mg thang va moi khi co yeu-ca'u, do 51} tl'i~u t5p 

Chu-tjch Ban Cha~ hanh hay do sy' yeu-cau cua oa-so' hoi-vien Ban l.ha'p hanh. 

, 
cua 

,.' " '1 I .. 
16/ Ngoai nhiem-vu chap hanh chinh-sach cua Ngh!-hoi, Ban Chap hanh dai di~n Hqi-dong 



\ ,..?...,..' ').... aD' I ... , 

-Dieu-hdp Trung-~dng ae giai-quyet cac thu'dng-v~ cua Nghi-hC?i va sau phuc-trinh vdi 

Hf)f)H_ 
,.,', , ,,' ~ ,.. ... .. ,,', ? , , ') , 

Ban Chap hanh co the thanh-lap them mot so Uy-ban va bo nhi~m mgt soUy-vien ae md 

rqng ho¥ aqng trong mC?i lanh-v~'c_ Thanh-pha~ cac Uy-ban khong gidi h~n trong so 

thimh vien ct'Ja Ngh.l-h~i. S6 Uy-tJan se tuy thE'O nhu-ca~ cUa th(ji-(lil:!~. 

171 Ban Chab hanh nghien c~u va dg;- nghj chudng-tri'nh nghI-sLi ilf{ Di)i-h~i-ao'ng thong qua 

va phuc-tri~h hOi)t-(l~ng trtldc H~i-(lo~g Die~-h~p Trung-lldng va f)i)i-h~i-do;'g. 

181 Ban Cha~ hanh chiu tr~ch-nhiem qulln-IY tai-chanh c~a Nghi-hgi trudc Hqi-ao~g 
f)ie~-h9P Trung-udng va B<ji-h9i-d&19. st/ quan-il/ phai du'C?'c f)iji-hoi-ilo;'g thimh-th~a. 

~ ~...... 1<'... ,.'.. ,,'" -, 
191 KhOl van-phong do Ban chap hanh thlet-l~p gom co: 

, ' 
- Mot van-phong trung-tldng t?i vung Hoa-thinh-don. 

- Mo't so' van-phong a.ia-phtidng, thie't-Iap tuy theo nhu-cau a~a-Phddng va vd;. su' 

glUp ad cCa cac hoidoan aia-phudng. 

To:chJc va aieu h~nh c~a kh6i v3n-phong 58 do Ban Chap hanh quy-ai.nh trong mot van­

kien rieng. 

r r ...... ') 
201 Ban Co-van do Hoi-dong 8ieu-hdp Trunn-u'dng mOi, 58 hop thea su trieu t?P cua 

,.' '" ,.7 " I ./1' ,..... : 1<' ... ' ... /I' .... It' ....... 
Ban Chap hanh de gop y-klen ve mQI van-de ma Ban chap hanh thay can. 

,.. ,.. ... "" r , ') _ 

Nhu'ng nhan-si dudc mdi lam co-viin khong nhat thiet phai la ngt10i vr~t. 

, ., I ..." ,...... , ' 

211 Tat ca cac (lieu su'a aoi Noi-auy aeu co hieu hic ngay tui: khac. 

I 
GHI CHU: 

'" ".,.,..' ... 7 ,,1. , ..... 
Ban N9i -quy nay VOl nhl1ng sua doi"cac f)ieu 

~ 

3,6,7,10,11,13,14,16,21 aa du'q'c 8i)i-
,.... ') A • ,..? ,..' ,..1 

HQi-Bong 1989 thao-Iu~n, bJeu-quyet chap thuan 
, ' 

bieu quyet. 

1\ ., ..... .., 

de thi hanh va ap-d~ng ngay sau khi 

1 ,~) 
Truong Ban Su'1!\ doi Noi-quy 

TRAN KIM PHUi:lNG 
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Ngh!-hQi Toim-quoc Ngu'ol Vi~t t<;li Hoa-ky 

flAI-HOI CONG-£)ONG 1993 
• • • Truong Lu~t George Mason University 

Ngay 14 va 15 thang 8, 1993 

c:Hlti-lG-TRiNH Dl!-'I'I-lJio 

nul sau 
13-8-93 6g chi€u 

9g t5i 

14-8-93 8g sang 

9g 

109 

11g15 

11g30 

12g45 

Ig trUa 

2g30 

6g 

'IO'i 

!k;lp HQi-Mn~ Di~u h@ Trung-tldng (gioi-~ vao cae uY-v1en) 
(rAu 3, TrtIdng ~t George Mason) 

Bt~c 

GIrl danh (t1ft ca t4i ~u 3 Tr1.tl3ng ~t Georqe Mason) 

Nghi-thtli:: khai ~c ~-I(j1 1993: 
- ChAo cd va Miic-niem 
- I.J3i chAo nni1'; ck Ban Td:-c!'nk 

(Nh4n dien qiian-kh&ch, dQC rrQt s5 thli <1i~ chllc mling) 
- 'l'Uy@n-~ ~i -hi')i ctUnh-thtr khai ~c 

(do 6n~ ChIl-tich HIli-aBng ili~u hqp Trung-tIOng Ng~-ht}i) 
- ~u Chii-~-doan va ThtI-JeY-dOOn 

'lhuytt-tdnh ~ "F$-TiNH vrtT-NAM vA NHfuG NOO sh '161" 
(5ng ~ Miplh HUng, ili~ h¢p) 
- Nhl1ng di~-bii1!fl ndi nhl!!t b trong mft: 
- Tinh-hinh ~-ti! l1en-~ oen Vi~t-nam 
- Quan~®t va 14P-trttOng clia N9hl--h~i 
Ngtrl gjJ,i lao 

Thuy~t-trlnh ~ "Nm~G ~-DE diA c(N~G VN T1U IDA-J<Y" 
(Ong N~ H.3., Elil!!u hOp) l 

- DIJ-an "~ng-<1~g Vi~t-nam a tum 18" 
- Nhllng van~ nhiic n1'1Oi (TY. nqn, sang dAng, H.O.) 
- Nhtlng ne 1~ xay dqhg cQng-dBng (VIr! kim ti!, ch.fnh-tri ••• ) 

Chu1fn-b;i. d€t dUng can trUa 

aN TRtlA (~i ~) 
T&i-n11C.m M clnl!n-b~ ~u ciJ coo Nhi!lm-kY 1993-95 
(danh ri"@ng coo nhtlng ca-nhan va ~i-dOO.n ctUnh-t:hI1c la 
HQi-vi€n cOa Nghi-l'6i) 
- xac-nl$1 ttI~-cl.Ch ~i -vitm cia nh~g ngtlc3i c6 m'!it 
- ~u Ban Ki~ phitu 
- NMc ~i ThfI-tJ,r: J::)au cit 
- Phat p'hitu 
- ~ cU (VOng 1, Voog 2, Vong 3) 

<XM '161 (t1!-tUc) 

(Tan HQi -&lng £)i~u hc;lp Trung-lidng h9p ~ b'au ra Tan Ban 
OOp h.IDh) 

(Ban soan-t:h.3:o Ngh;i. --quy€t vie't W-t.hl.o Nghi -quye't ell? trinh 
cho ~i-hQi sang han saul 
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ilgi-hqi tai-nhCtn ~ ehia cae th.3nh-plJan HOI-'I'Iilio: 

Nhc.n 1 
cae vful~ ck Tuc3i tr~ VN b Iba-ky 
- Giao-d\.JC 
- HQi-~p 
- Gill' b<ln-s&: van-h0.3. 

Nh6rn 2 
Vai tro dtfi thay cfu phI,! m1 VN d Hoa-kY 
- {)i Jam crei vdi vai tro nQi-trQ 
- 'Ih@' nao J.a nam nu blnh-quyfut? 
- Vai tro J.:>ao ~ truylm-th6ng 

NhC:rn 3 
M?t sa vfut4 c:S'p-thi~t 
- G6p tay giih~t vfut~ ty. rup1 

- eaeh nao ti~ tay nh~g gia-crllm rr6i sang (H.O., v.v.) 
- ~~OOng ~g 

~ hl1dng 
- GOp velO ti&-trlnh tai-l4p Dan-cht, TIt Do b Vi~t-nam 
- Tranh ~u tre1 ~t trSn Nhan-quyen 
- {)iii phit thanh Dan-ch6. A-chau (Asian Derrocracy Radio) 

Khc:lang~ ill -nhan (Jf[" nghe cae b.3:o-cao: 
- NhC.m 1 
- Nh6n 2 
- NOOn 3 
- NhC.m 4 

'1h&g qua Nghl.-quy(t dia ~i-hi?i 
~-B5r Bt MIlC 



VAl 

- .->~. "-HOI-KeuNG VE: 
... ,.I .- ~ l. 

TRO PH!} Nl1 TRONG e<;NG-OCNG HAl -NG:)~ 
Chu-nhat 15-8-1993 

9 - Ii gid sang 

Digu-hQp-vien: DAG TH~ HjI 
KIm hqc-chlllh Fairfax, Virginia 

"Phu ml va Gia-dinh, xa-h6i" ;;1..- 1. • 

Dien-gia: TRltNG ANH THU¥ 
Ttl sach C3nh Nam va uY-ban a1u NgUdi WQt Bi~ 

r.am sao dan k~t ~Qc trach-nhiem d6i wi gia-dlnh va c6ng-tac xa-hQi? 
r.am cach na'o clq.y con rrB ~ cO gop miQc ~o sinh-h~t ~-hOO? D6 Iii * 
viii 111"$1 xet clla di~-gil.. trong p~ nay. 

"Ph1,.l ntl va Giao-duc" 
Dii!n-gi~: PHI)M vAN NGA 

Khu hqc-chlllh Fairfax, Virginia 

Vai tro cj.a phlJ nlf V~t-n~ trong giao-dtJc ~QC-d1i6ng Iba-kY: 
nen khuyen khich con em chung ta vao con dUdng nay? 

Nen hay kh6ng 

"Phu m1 va Nh1ng wu-l!€ ck lUdng-tam" 
Di§1-gi&: KHOC MINH TOO 

~i Gia-dlnh TU-nhan ChIDh-tri Vi~t-nam 

Vai tro ella H;ii Gia-dfuh T\i-nMn Chlnh-tri Vi~t-nam tronq cuQc ~~ng 
doi tV-do cho tii.-nMn "hQC ~p clti tQ.o" dSn den c111.1ong-trinh H.O. dft <1Ua 
he? sang cac nU'5c Tiiy-phct<mg, ~c-bi~t :ta MY, sau khi ~ thli ra. 

"Phu n-.1 va Tham-gia Chlllh-tri Hoa-lr.'·" 
11'-' L _..l:..'~.1 

Dien-gia: P~ THI 'l'lJJI'JG-VI 
uY-ban C6-van coo Bil. 'l:'h8ng-MC Tig-u-bang Texas 

Khlli di tit "HOi cac Ba ~ Vi~t Nam," di~-gia ~ tham-gia cac c6ng-tac 
xa-l1Qi (kff cA 'vi~ thanh':U~p nhJng quy hqc-bi3"ng) va ~i day d\1Qc rrCi vao 
uY-ban c6-van coo 00 'l'I11'i'ng-d& Ann Richards ella Tutu-bang Texas. 

Pran cuai la -DUe kit, G6p yva ~t cau h6L 

~c.v6 ~I " (VI/",.t "iif," r) . 
'P:, '( I ~, I 'n 



'IHI£P MOl 
Nghi-h9i Toan-qu6c NgU'Oi Vi~t t,i Hoa-kJ 

Tn\n trQng kinh mi)i 

'0 0; KI-v.{ c 1'1£ Y'4 L06 

LE~~C 
DAI-HOIlIANGNIENLANTHU8 VATHuYET-TRINH • • vE "HIEN-TINH VIET-NAM vA CONG-DONG" . . . 

T~i Phong H(\i-nghi (Lliu 3) 
Tnti)ng Lu~t George Mason University 

3401 N. Fairfax Drive, Arlington, Virginia 
Sling thtt Bay 14 thling 8, 1993 (tii' 9 gii) eftn 12 gii) 

SI( hi~n di~n eua Quy VI se lil m(\t khfeh It Idn lao eho Ban T6-ehrre 

Sau phln Thuylt-trlnh 
c6TIlptAn 

R.S.V.P. 

703 573-7133 703 971·9178 
301 258~212 



Ngh!-hQI Toan-quoc NgliCSI VI.t t,1 Hoa-ky 

DAI-HOI CONG-f)ONG 1993 
T . • • • n((1ng Lu4t George Mlson University 
Ngay 14 vi 15 thang 8, 1993 

CP.U:!NG-TRiNH ov-nik> 

13-8-93 69 chi~ 

9q ~i 

14-8-93 8g sAng 

9q 

109 

llgl5 

llg30 

l2g45 

19 trua 
2g30 

6g 

~i 

IIQp HOi-d~/lCJ I)i~u hc;lp Trung-lImg (giOi-!1q.n wo cae uY-vien) 
(~u 3, 'I'rUOOq ~t George Mason) 

BI1 moe 

Qli danh (dt cA toi Uu 3 'l'ni3ng ~t Georqe Mason) 

Nghi-th~ khai ~c ~-FQI 1993: 
- cMo cd va ~-ni~ 
- Ldi chAo rnJng dJa Ban ~tnk _ 
~ dien quan-khich, ~ nQt sa thtl t1i~ ctn1c m.lng) 

- 'l'uy&-~ ~i -n-,i ch.!nh-th~ khai IIlC!-C 
(do tn~ Chft-tich Irli-Mng ili~u hq) Trung-tlOnq Nghi-i1t)i) 

- ~u ChU-t~~ v.l 'nnl-kY-doan 

'lbuy@'t-trInh ~ "~-rlNH vll;r-NAM vA NHtk NGAY s'k TOI" 
(tng~~ ~ HUng, ili'l!u h¢p) 

- Nhunq di~-bi~ rrdi nh:!t b trong nu& 
- Tinh-hinh qUSc-~ liffi-tJe ~ Vi~t-nam 
- Quan~dn va 14P-truOng cia Ngh.1.-h~i 
Nghl giAi lao 

Thuyltt-trlnh ~ "~G ~-D~ eVA ~G VN ~ IDA-I<Y" 
(ang NguyI!n Ha, Eli~u help) 1 

- DIJ-an "~g~g Vi@t-nam a tum. 18" 
- Nhl1ng wn~ nhifc ~i (Ty. llqn, sang etkg, H.O.) 
- NhUng IX! 1~ xay d$g c~ng-d&-!g (~kinh tA, chlnh-tri ... ) 

Chuin-b:j. M dUng can trua 
a:i-I TRtlA (toi ~) 

Thi-nhCm di clul1fu-b~ ~u dJ coo Nhi~kY 1993-95 
(danh ri~9 coo nhtlng ca-nI'lful v.l l(li-doan ch.!nh-thdc Iii 
f(!i-vi@n cla Ngh:j.-ht)i) 
- x.3c-nI'@l tt}~-cach ~i -vi~ dJa nhtfug ngtl6i c6 m'\t 
- Bliu Ban Ki§n philru 
- ~c lai 'lbU-t\IC bliu ca 
- PiBt p'hlitu 
- ~ cit (VOng 1, Vang 2, Vong 3) 

a:i-I 'l61 (tl!-tUc) 

(Tlin lISi-dtlng Di~u hOp Trung-tlong h9P dtf ~u ra Tan Ban 
eMp Mnh) 

(Ban ~-th3o Ngh:j.~t vie't DIJ-tMo Ngh~--quye-t ~ trlnh 
cho £l<).i -h<;)i sang hCin saul 



n'''' hA ,~ ",:Leu-, ..,p-V:Len: 

H)I-~ ~: 
VA! TRO PHTJ m1 TROOG c(NG-tX:NG HAr -NOO~ 

Ch~-nh§t 15-8-1993 
9 - Ii gid sang 

DAo TIq ll/I 
Khu hQc-ch:lnh Fairfax, Virginia 

"Ph,\! ml va Gia-<!lnh, xa-~i" 
Di~-gi'§': TRtfilG ANH THU¥ 

TG sach C3nh Nam va uY-ban c6u Ngtldi VtiQt Bi~ 

ram sao c1an ke't <1liQc trach-nhi~ d6i v6i gia-<1lnh va c6ng-t:&c xa-hQi? 
ram each nao dqy con rra v~ cO g6p &l9c vao sinh-h~t Wn-l1oa? il6 la rrqt 
vai ~ xet cta di~-giA trong ~ nay. 

OO-tai: "Ph\! ntl va Giao-&.!c" 
Di~n-gia: PHJ)M vAN NGA 

Khu hQc-ch:lnh Fairfax, Virginia 

Vai tro c6a phlJ. ml Vi~t-nam trong giao-d1J.c hq::-<1u6ng lba-kY: Nen hay kh5ng 
nen khuyen khich con em chUng ta vao con <1u6ng nay? 

~-tai: "Phu mt va Nhllng vall4 c&. lUOng-tam" 
Difu-gifl: KHOC MINH TOO 

~i Gia-<1inh TiJ.-rman Ch{JJh-tri Vi~t-nam 

Vai tro c6a HQi Gia-alnh TiJ.-nl'®l ChIDh-tri Vi€t-nam tronq cuOc vful~nq 
<1oi tq--do cOO tu-nMn "hQc ~p clti t?o" d!n Mil chuang-trinh 'H.O: <1it &Ia 
hQ sang eac nttX: Tay-phtl6ng, ~c-bi1Jt 1A MY, sau khi <1U;lc thli ra. 

~-t,h: "Phu ml va Tham-gia Ch{JJh-tri lba-""'" 
/11.'. _~.'~:X 

Dien-gia: P~ THI '!'WNG-VI 
u9-ban C6-va'n coo Ba 'llI&lg-ddC Titu-bang Texas 

Khlli di t1 "HQi cac aa ~ Vi~t Narn," di~-gia <1il. tham-gia cac c6ng-t:&c 
xa-hQi (ke cA vi~ th.3nh-l~p nhililg quy hQc-bCtng) va ~i My m1Qc m3i VaG 
uY-ban c6-van coo b.3. 'I'l&g-d&; Ann Richards c6a Titu-bang Texas. 

Pl& cu<l"i la ~ kit, G5p y 'va ili!t cau Mi. 

-ilv1c: ~~ )..jl(j, 

k,~ ') (, t r Lv: l ""'( 1»' - "t'\t.C'" 
-SCI r .... ((...., ~ ItO) -,L~Q-;" (vv\>,t vb r) 

1:, ;,;:,1"'1'11 
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iltj.i-hqi t,h-nh6n fJ€ ehia cae tffinh-prum HQr-THAo: 
Nhern 1 
cae van-4" cfu 'I\l6i trE~ VN b fba-ky 
- Giao-d\JC 
- HQi-~p 
- Gi 11 J::Jn-s.ic van-hoa 

Nh6m 2 " 
Vai tro tr5i thay cia P11,l nt! VN d Hoa-kY 
- ili J.am ~i vdi vai trd n/)i-trQ 
- '!hit reo Ia nam nu binh-quy@n? 
- Vai trd tOO ~ truy&-th6ng 

van~ cdp-thi~t 
- G5p tay gjji ~t W'n4 ty. I1<!l1 
- eaeh nao ti~ tay nhung gia~ nrli sang (H.O., v.v.) 
- ~~ bang ltkg 
Nhan 4 
MOt niI6c qu~ htldng 
- G6p wo ti&-trinh tai-Up Dan-cht, 'N Do 0 Vi~t-nam 
- Tranh Mu tral ~t trSn Nhan-quyen 
- £>8.i #t thanh oa:n-ch~ A-chau (Asian Derrocracy Factio) 

~g-dlti tll-nhan ~ nghe cae bclo-cao: 
- NlDn 1 
- Nh6n 2 
- NlDn 3 
-Nh6n4 
'1h&g qua Nghi-qu~ diet ~i~i 
~-B5I m! M7lC 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

August 13, 1993 

Mrs. Kuc Minh Tho 
Families of Vietnamese Political 

Prisoners Association 
P.O. Box 5435 
Arlington, VA 22205-0635 
FAX (703) 204-0394 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

This is in response to'your August 8 letter, in which you 
asked for some data for your August 15 address to the 
National Congress of·V.ietnamese in America. 

To date, approximately, 72,000 former re-education camp 
detainees and their fa~ily members have been admitted to 
the U.S. under theODPI FPP sub-program. About 24,000 will 
be admitted in FY-93, and we hope to process over 30,000 
cases in FY-94. We hope to follow up with a similar 
number in FY-95, and to complete the caseload in FY-96. 
I frankly cannot estimate how man~ of the FPP's that we've 
admitted have come to the Washingt:on area. 

I 

ODP currently is interViewing abou,t 2,300 former detainees 
per month.· The great majority of the cases are approved. 
It is difficult to sayiwhich HO list·we are working on, as 
processing has become ~mix of cases from the HO lists 
which are compiled by ehe SRV and our own RD lists, which 
are organized in order :of the time served in re-education 
camp by individual app~icants, and' other factors. , 

Regarding English lang~age training, please be advised 
that there currentl~ atalno plans to institute any program 
for FPP's, either in the Philippines or in Vietnam. The 
only ODP group currentl:y receiving Est lis the Amerasians. 
For your information, ~hat ESt program also will end in 
Spring 1994'. All Ameraisians approved for admission under 
ODP after October 31 wi,l! ~ravel directly to the U.S, 

Best wishes for your Co~gress 

" 

~~ 
Dewey ,Pendergrass 
Chief, Overseas Operations 
Office of Admissions 
Bureau for RefuOAA Prnnr~m~ 



HOI -ItJNG -DIEu H:lP TRUNG-illNG 
NGHI-OOI mAN~tit: NGU31 VIET TAl HOA-KY 
., NHI~-KY 1993-1995 . 

Bill Vu We (lID) 
Dao 00c Minh (NY) 
ilio Nbat Ti& (TX) 
llio Thi Hdi (VA) 
~g V~~ (TX) 
ilinh Quang Trung (VA) 
-00 ph&t Hai (TX) 
Giap N9QC Phoc (VA) 
!fA Quang Giac (VA) 
reng-Thanh Ingalls (F'L) 

ffi5 Quy Ch&nh (<WU ~ f L) 
HuYnh s1' Ngh~ (MN) 
HuYnh Thanh Htlng (VA) 
HUa ThAnh Chu6ng (HI) 
Ie Linh Vfut (llA) 
~ Ngoan (IL) 
Mai Qu/ DOn (VA) 
Mai ~ ~c (IL) 

Ch&.-tich: 
Ph6-ch6.-tich: 

Mi&reng 
Mi~ Tay 
Mi~Nam 
Mi&Mc 
Mi'en Tht.-~ 

T6hg-quk-tr~: 

Ngufen clnh COng (CA) 
Ngu~ H.3. (IL) 
N~en ~u Trinh (MO) 
NguY"en M!?ng Ian (CA) 
N~ N9QC B!ch (VA) 
N~ Quang Xuan (OH) 
N~ Sinh ThAnh (MA) 
~fII Tuyg"t I.e (VA) 
P~ Dlnh -00 (NH) 
P~ Th:i. TU6ng Vy (TX) 
Phgm Thli Diillg (~lA) 
Pharo Van Nam (~lA) 
~ Thi Minh Tam (TX) 
Trlin Tt:t' Thanh (VA) 
Tr~ V'an Ki~ (VA) 
Trlin V'an Xinh (11A) 
'l'r11Ong Quang s1' (CA) 
'I'rIXlng Tht van Ian (TX) 

6ng Phqm illnh ~ (NR) 

sa -olsng-Thanh Ingalls (F'L) 
cmg HBa ThAnh Chuang (HI) 
LS Tr'a:n Thi Minh ram (TX) 
&g N~' Ita. (IL) 
cmg Giap Ngqc Phuc (VA) 

6ng Phcjrn Vfut Nam (MA) 

uY-BIIN CHAP HANH TRUNG-illNG 
NGH~-HQI mAN-gtit:,NG031 vrF;r TAl HOA-KY 

NHI~-KY 1993-1995 

~. - 2! /() Chu-tJ,ch: Ong Nguyen Nqqc Bl.ch VA 
PC'!' ~c-trach: 

pmt tri:"en sa Phqm ~ 'Nong Vy (TX) 
Tai-ch.lnh sa I.e Ngoan (IL) 
'IN/Sinh-vien 6ng Tr'a:n Til Thanh (VA) 
\fan-hoa xa-tt;ii 6ng Hai 0uY flOn (VA) 
TT/Nghien cJu oog HuYnh S1 Ngh:j. (MN) 
Ph~ nu sa Dao Th:j. ~i (VA) 
'I)r nqn cmg Blii Vu roc (MD) 
~ , 

'l6ng-thll-ky-: 
Pro-TTK: 

Th~ ~~ u : 
, -Pho Th Quy: 

6ng Phqrn Thll Dang (11A) 
6ng ilinh Quang Trung (VA) 

sa Nguy"'en Tuye't I.e (VA) 
Ong nao .wc Minh (NY) 
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HOI GIA-DINH TV NHAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NAM • • • 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARUNGTON, VA. 22205·0635 

Telephone: (703) 560.0058 • Fax: (703) 204.0394 

August 8th, 1993 

Mr. Dewey Pendergrass 
Chief, Southeast Asia Admission Division 
Bureau Por Refugee Programs 
Department of State 
Washington , D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Pendergrass: 

At the 8th Convention of the National Congress of 
Vietnamese in America which will be held on August 15th, 1993 
at George Mason University, I will speak on the issue of 
resettlement of former Vietnamese political prisoners in the 
U.S. In order for me to give an accurate and official account 
of the situation, I will need detailed information regarding 
the points listed below: 

1) How many former political prisoners and their family 
members have resettled in the U.S. from January 1990 to the 
most recent month for which data is available? Of those how 
many have come to the Washington metropolitan area? 

2) Of the 115 prisoners released from re-education camps 
between 9/91 and 5/9~ how many have arrived in the U.S.? 

3) How many years must a prisoner be incarcerated to qualify 
as a "longest-held prisoner"? 

4) How many prisoners and their relatives are interviewed 
per month? 

5) Under which H.O. list number are prisoners currently 
being interviewed? 

6) It is our understanding that the State Department is 
negotiating with the Vietnamese authorities the 
establishment of an English language training and 
orientation program for prisoners in Vietnam. Could you 
inform us of the status of the negotiations? 

I would appreciate receiving the above information at 
your earliest convenience. With my sincere thanks for your 
assistance and best personal regards, 

uc Minh Tho 
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United States Department of State 

I 
WtUhillgton. D.C. 20520 , 

August 13, 1993 

Mrs. Kuc Minh Tho 
Families of Vietnamese Political 

Prisoners Association 
P.O. Box 5435 
Arlington, VA 22205-0635 
FAX (703) 204-0394 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

This"is in response to your August 8 letter, in which you 
asked for some data for your August 15 address to the 
National Congress of vietnamese in. America. 

TO date, approximately 72,000 former re-education "camp 
detainees and their fa~ilymember5 have been admitted to 
the U.S. under the ODPI FPP sub-program. About 24,000 will 
be admitted in FY-93, and we hope to process over 30,000 
cases in FY-94. We hope to follow up with a similar 
number in FY-95, and to complete the caseload in FY-96. 
I frankly cannot estimate how man~ of the FPP's that we've 
admitted have come to "the Washing~on area. 

I 

ODP currently is interviewing about 2,300 former detainees 
per month. The great majority of the cases are approved. 
It is difficult to sayiwhich HO list we are working on, as 
processing has become ~ mix of cases from the HO lists 
which are compiled by ehe SRV and our own RD lists, which 
are organized in order 'of the time served in re-education 
camp by individual app~icants, and' other factors. 

Regarding English lang~age training, please be advised 
that there currently ate no plans to institute any program 
for FPP's, either in the Philippines or in vietnam, The 
only OOP group currentiy receiving ESt is the Amerasians. 
For your information, ~hat Est program also will end in 
Spring 1994. All Ameraisians approved for admission under 
ODP after October 31 wi,ll travel directly to the U.S. 

Best wishes for your Co~gress 

Dewey ,Pendergrass 
Chief~ Overseas Operations 
Office of Admissions 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 



Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho 
President 

-----.. - --_.- ---------------

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

June 30, 1993 

Families of vietnamese Political Prisoners Association 
P.O. Box 5435 
Arlington, VA 22205-0635 

Dear Mrs. Tho: 

On the occasion of the annual convention of the Families 
of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association, let me 
flxpresR my apprec;.ation for the activities of the 
Association and best wishes for a successful convention. 

We have much cause for satisfaction over our progress this 
past year in promoting the reunification of the families 
of former political prisoners. In Fiscal Year 1992 
(October 1, 1991 to September 30, 1993), 22,629 former 
political prisoners were admitted to the U.S. as refugees 
under the Orderly Departure Program. This was a 
significant increase from the 21,272 FPP's admitted as 
refugees in FY-91, and the 8,238 admitted in FY-90. An 
additional 23,294 Vietnamese, including many FPP's, were 
admitted on immigrant visas, along with 17,920 
accompanying family members under Public Interest Parole. 
17,646 persons were admitted under the Amerasian program. 

For FY-93, we expect a total of about 24,000 former 
political prisoners to be admitted as refugees. In FY-94, 
we plan to interview over 30,000 FPP's for admission. 

Regarding the possiblity of a pilot pre-arrival training 
program for FPP's at the Philippine Refugee Processing 
Center at Bataan, we regret to report that the proposal 
has been droppp.d,·~nd that all approved FPP's will 
continue to travel from Vietnam directly to the U.S. 

Again, please convey my best regards to the participants 
at the convention, along with my assurances that the 
Department will continue to work with the members of your 
organization to promote the reunification of FPP families 
as soon as is humanly possible. 

Sincerely, 

Priscilla A. Clapp 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 



.A. .A. 

PICNIC HOI NGO 
ClJ'U TO NHAN CHINH THI VIET NAM • • • 

Do H¢J GJA £)lNH TO NHAN CHINH TRI VJ~T NAM t6 chU'c 

Ngay: Chu Nh~t 25 thang 7 nalTI 1993 
Gio: Tli 3 gio den 6 gio 30 chi'eu 
Tai: 7813 Marthas Lane 

• 

Falls Church, VA. 22043 

• M~t dip M cAc anh em C1!U Tu NhAn Chinh Tri 
cling thAn nhAn ~p gO nhau trong khung canh 
gia dinh than Ai. (KhAch danh d\f cua BuOi 
Picnic 1 .. cae anh em C\fu Tli NhAn v\ta m~i d€n 
trong vOng 2 thAng) 

• M~t khOng kh! dllm Ain th~a; mai M anh em 
H.O mai Wi Hoa Ky va cae anh em da djnh cu 
truOc Mi n~ trao dOi t!un tinh va kinh nghi.m 
lam l~ eu~c difi trong mot xli Mi mdi. 

. • Mot C<1 h~i M hilt tin tae e1!U ~ng d¢i va ~ 
til ma"t Mn l'!-c da lAu (mot s6 c1!U tu nhAn cac 
n<li se v~ ~p gO trong huOi hQp m~t nay) 

V ~i Sit tham dit cua milt s6 gi<ti chuc 
thul>c'BI> NgolI-I Giao H~a Ky di).c tnich 
v~ chl1<1ng trlnh ty. nll-n, doiin t¥ gia dlnh 
vii H.O, cung dll-i di~n cac Cd quan thl~n 
nguy~n ph¥ tnich dinh cit ng.ritl ty. nll-n. 

CHtfC1NG TRiNHa 
• 3:00PM: Quan khach ten 
• 3:30PM: • Phlln n6i chu~n cUa Ong ROBERT L. 

FUNSETH, C1!U ph\! ta B¢ truang NAJ giao, 
Ngu~n Tru,;"g phAi deAn Hoa KY thUl1ng thuylt 
vm Ha N¢i (1982 • 1989) v'6 Wn ~ tra t\f do cae 
til nhAn ciIi t'l-o vA cho ph6p dinh cu t'!-i Hoa Ky. 
· Phlln n6i chuytn cUa Ong JIM HALL, GiAm dOC 
VIln phOng v.tt. Mi~n, LAo thu¢C B¢ NAJ Giao . 
· Phlln n6i ch~n cUa Dr. LEWIS M. STERN, 
GiAm dOC S\f vy B¢ Qu6c PhOng ~c trach vting 
DOng DUI1ng, Thai Lan va Miln Ditn. 
• Phlin n6i chu~n cUa D~ elitn VAri phong D~c 
tr4ch Dinh cu ngubl tJ( I1flI 
· Phlln ph4t hilu cUa Dfi elitn cae anh em C1!U til 
nhAn chlnh tri. 

• 4:15PM: PICNIC va ch\tllng trinh vIln ngh9· 

M~t chU"dng trinh ph., dlln 
vin ngh. dan t~ nh,. Dbing 
ae c6ng hi~n cac bfn nhii'ng 

7813 Harthas Lane 
Falls Church. V~. 22043 
Tel.I703-S60-00S8 

ghl' phut glal tri t Dbl. 

Xin lien l~c ngay v&i HGDTNCTVN 
d~ bi€t them chi ti€t. 

£)i~n tho~l: (703) 560-0058 
sau 6:00PM 

El II .-.-
... 

..-:....~ """0' ("","-m) 

f 
-, ~ 

3 eOfl'. 1993 Ph5 NM 



HQI DOng Qutln TI"! 
Board 01 Directors 

KHUC MINH lHd 
NGUYEN lHl HANH 
NGUYEN ouYNH GIAO 
NGUY~ VAN GKii 
NGUYEN XuAN LAN 
HI~!.' LOWMAN 
TRAN KIM DUNG 
TRAN lHl PHlldNG 

Ban Chap Hanh T.I1. 
EXecutlye Board 

KHUC Mlr-.ti lHd 
President 

NGUYEN ouYNH GIAO 
. 151 Vice·PresJdent 

TRAN KIM DUNG 
2ncLVice-Pr&Si~.nt 

NGUYEN VAN GIOI 

T~~;~roJ 
DeplJty Secretary 

NGUYEN lH! ~H 
Treasurer 

C6VanDoim 
Adylsory Committee 

HIEPLOWMAN 
NGuYEN XuAN LAN 

...... , , ......, .... 
HOI CIA DINH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . . . . 

FAMILIES OF VIETNA.MESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058 

CONcERNS 

Traumatjc Experience 

Naturally, those who had been incarcerated for years, with limitations of what 
they could do or what they, could receive, will have problems in adjusting to 
their new live~. For years those men were neither allowed to write nor receive 
letters. It was not until 1979 - 1980 that their families were allowed to visit them 
once or twice a year. Their only resting time was in the indoctrination sessions 
at night. They saw their friends go onl! by one because of disease, suicide, 
or starvation; they were all tqo weak to work. 

Famil¥ Structure I 
Now, coming back to freedom, for those who still have families at home, they 
sell all their children carnot complete their education, but must work at odd 
jobs; some of the,families have already been broken up. And for those whose 
families have left the country and resettled abroad, the situation does not seem 
any better. Their wives and children have adjusted to American ways and the 
former prisoners will find family relationships have changed in ways that are 
hard to accept. It is not easy for a Vietnamese man to accept his wife's 
authority, and his children's knowledge better than his own. Some of the wives 
have taken another man in their loneliness - although they may not share the 
same living quarters. Worse, he sees that most of his friends, comrades in arms, 
are now settled with good jobs and good living standards. 

Cultural/language Barriers 

We must be aware of the cultural differences and language barriers that many will 
face. Some will have limited English speaking capabilities and others will find 
adapting to the cultural difference will pose hardships and handicaps. We must 
be prepared to assist them in these areas of concern so that they will at least 
have an opportunity to enjoy and appreciate their freedom. 

ACTIVITIES 

I. To continue to work towards the release and resettlement of the remaining 
reeducation camp prisoners. 

2. To assist the Department of State and ODP in updating lists of prisoners and 
their families. 

3. To work with other mutual assistance.associations and service agencies in 
helping former·political prisoners and their families to adjust smoothly to 
their new lives, especially in the following areas: 

o Language .and/or Skills Training o Health Care 
o Housing o Education 

October 1989 
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October 1989 

Ladies & Gentlemen: 

It is indeed a ,great honor' and pleasure for me to be here today and 
introduce myself and tell you a little about the Familiesof Vretnamese 
Political Prisoners Association, of which I am Pre~ident. 

1 , 

My name is Khuc Minh Tho and I previously worked for the Vietnamese 
Embassy in Manila, Philippines before coming to th/l United States in 1977 
as a refugee. My husband was a former Colonel in tile Army of the Republic 
of Vietnam and was a reeducation camp prisoner in Northern Vietnam for 
13 years after the fall of Saigon. He was just released in February 1988. , 

The Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association was founded 
in 1977 and I have been the President of this organization since that time. 

The FVPPA is a nationwide, non-profit organization. We try to provide 
support services to over 10,000 members by sharing information, helping them 
file documents with INS and the State Department IBRP/ODP), obtaining LOI, 
helping the ex-prisoners arrive in third country camps, and continually 
expressing our concern to the State Department and various Congressional 
entities. We also maintain computerized listings of our membership, as well 
as political prisoners at home. We keep our data up-ta-date so that they can 
be useful to resettlement agencies in their understanding of the problems that 
this population will face when they arrive in this country. 

Occasionally We organize fundraisers, but our primary source of funding 
is our own. We have not received any financial assistance from any government 
or private sources; and all of our workers volunteer their time and services. 

In the information sheet handed out to you today, we present some major 
areas of concern that need to be dealt with in our efforts to help our dear 
relatives and friends return to a normal life. We also spell out a series of 
activities we are trying to perform in order to achieve successfully the purpose 
of our association. Needless to say, this important task requires a tremendous 
coordination of efforts from both public and private sectors. The reeducation 
center detainees will need all the services that can be provided to them. We 
count very much on your cooperation and support so that we can carry out our 
activities properly and effectively. 

I will be pleased to answer any questions or concerns you may have about 
our Association and let you know ways in which you can assist us. 




