Tong Hoi
Cyu Tu Nhén Chinh Tri Cong &4n Viét Nam
Khu Héi Béc Cali
D.O. Box 2899
&anta Clara, CA 95055

Thiép Mai

Tham dy bifa Liéc khodn déi ong Robert Funseth
Thit trudng BO Neoai Giao Hoa Ky Dac Tréch
Ty Nan va Tu Nhén Chioh Tr

V&i sy hd tro cla:
e Lién hoi Ngrdi Viet Quée Gia Bc Cali
o 1 Ngudi Viet Citu Dén Viet
o DPhong Trao Tham Gia UBQI/YT/ANID
e Vién Déu Tranh cho Nhén Quyén
Viét Nam
e Co quan IRCC
e Co quan VIVO

A .

CHUGNG TRINH!

530  —Quan khich dén

600 —Khai mac — Gidi thiéu O. Robert
Funseth cling céc Dai Biéu Cyu TNCT
vi Gia Dinh TNCT tir khip noi vé
tham dy tide.

6:10  —Dién véin chao mimg cla Khu Hai Cyu
TNCT Béc Cali.

620 —O. Robert Funseth ngd 1di cing quan
khach.

6:35  —Tang qua hru niém cho O. Robert
Funseth.

645  — Quan khch dliing Liéc vi vn nghé
md dau.

633  —Trao qua tang cho cac cyu TNCT mdi
clinh cu.

705 —Van nghé Ligp theo.

5  —O. Roberl Funseth gidi dip mit &8
thic mic vé vén d& dinh cu TNCT do
quan khéch néu ra.

— Vi nghé li€p theo.

—Ba Khiic Minh Tho gidi dép mét 58
Lhdc méc cla gia dinh cyu TNCT.

82  —MA cyu TNCT ién ké chuyén vui budn

trong, ahd .
835  —Vin rghé idp theo.

8:00
8:10

9:00 —Bé& mac — Cém ta cla Ban T3 Chie.

|
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COMMISSION INTERNATIONALE CATHOLIQUE POUR LES MIGRATIONS
COMISION CATOLICA INTERNACIONAL DE MIGRACION
; © COMMISSIONE CATTOLICA INTERNAZIONALE PER LE MIGRAZION!

Serve INTERNATIONALE KATHOLISCHE KOMMISSION FUR WANDERUNGSFRAGEN

| ( INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC MIGRATION COMMISSION

P O. Box 444 Manila, Philioptnes 2500 - 521.0326.28/5211878 E::l] {742) 40731 ICMC PM FAX #(6832) 522 4580

September 25, 1989
MEMORANDUM : . o
TO : Ann Morgan

Director of Training
Department of State

THRU : Mitzi Schroeder
Director, ICEi. Inc. : -
FROM H . .-
Direaator

ICMC ESL/CO

SQBJECT + Study of Re-education Camp Veteranse

- - - - - - - - - e - - 2w 2 e 2w = o= - - - - - - - - -

Attached please find a copy of a study of former re-
education camp internees that are currently enrolled in
ESL/CO training at the PRPC. This study was conducted by
ICMC ESL/CO staff at our own initiative for our own
informatioen. However, 1 felt it may be of broader
intarest and therefore, am providing you this copy.

please do not hesitate to share the study with
anyone you feel it may be appropriate or of interest. 1f
you have any questions or wish us to explore other areas
please so advise. Also, a 1ist of those surveyed along
with their resattlement destinations in the U.S. can be
provided upon requeat if there is an interest in direct
follow-up of the survey respondents.

Aﬁtmt.: as stated.

sc/dfs . -



SENT BKiM

110=11=-88 & S:40AM -

I~ G- CF TRFRPRS - Ll Ll

A STUDY .

RE-EDUCATION CAMFP VETRRANS - s
BY

INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC MIGRATION COMMISSION
PHILIPPINE REFUGEE PROCESSING CENTER
MORONG, BATAAN

'-‘ Ed

~~ IeMC, September, 1989



SENT BY:M o T II0=11-89 T3 43AN S - '3 4

TABLE OF CONTENTS

I. Rzsoutive Summary
A. Introduction
B. Ho Chi Minh City Interviews . T %
C. Re-education Group Meeting at PRPC - .
D. Re-gducation Survay Results
E. Conoclusions

F. BEpilogus —_ —m .

IXI. Tablans

A. Frequency bistributions Controlling for Origin and
Number of Years in Ra-education :

B, Tests of Significance Controlling for Origin and
Numbar of Years in Re-education

1I1. Analysis by Question .
A. Questions 14 - 37

IV. Re-education Veterans Burvay Fora



SENT BY!M T iy0-11-39 : 9143AM | - 125

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

Thers are 3 number Of svents that took place over tha lase
four months that have precipitated the development,
adminiatration and analysis of thae re-education survey at PRPC:

y =4

1. There were numerous media accounts of renewed 'negotiatichs
betwaen the United States and Vietnam over the issue of re- A
education camp daetsinees being resettled to America.

2. It was apparent at PRPC that there igs already a significant
grouping of lat Asylum and ODP re-education refugees in “thR&
camp. —_ -

3. In June, a emall group of PRPC workers visiTed Viectnam.

This resultad in unexpected eontact with former re-sducation
camp detaineas in Ho Chi Minh City.

4. In late June, a group of 30 former re-education camp
refugeea mat at PRPC to discuss the re-education issue.

Each of these evants has requirad us to ask many questions
and to start a process ¢f scquiring information. The purpose of
this report i1a to better define the needs and special
characteristics of the re-education camp rafuges. This includes
a8 look at poasible psychological problems they might manifest,
their language rieeds, their present viaw of training hers at
PRPC, and their iuggontions for possible program changes. The
Teport is divided into four sactions:

l) BExcerpts with commentary from the Ho Chi Minh
intexviawe,

2) Excerpts with commentary frem the re-education group
meeting held at PRPC late last June.

3) Results from the survey conducted at PRPC in Septamber.

4) Concluasions along with a written narrative of three PRPC
ra-education camp veterans.

~I. HO CHI MINH CITY INTERVIEWS

One of the PRPC workers visiting Vietnam in June i{s employed
by ICMC. He has a dagree in Psychology an@ has worked over five
yearse Iin psychiairic facilities in the U.S. ag a mental health
practitionar. He has also designed and directed refuges mental
health programs ip the United States. While in Vietnam he had
contact with two'families. This contact would evantually lead to
his meeting and talking to fiva different individuals that had
spent time in re-education. None of the meetings were planned in
advence and each lasted from 2 to 3 hours.
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Of the five Decple interviewed, four ware men and one was a
woman. Three were ex-military and two were civilian. The range
0! tims in re-education was from two years to thirteen and a half
years. Only one of tha five was employed. Tha age of the five
ranged from 41 to 36.

The interviews 4in Ho Chi Minh pointed to a number .af

- -y
prodleas facing re-education detainees in Viatnam. - »
Bacauss of oonditions after the fall of the government in °  °

1§73, all of these people have besn forced to make adjustmants in
their lives. Thay hpve had to deal with the trauma of
imprisonment, both physically and emoticnally. They - - eere™ -
saparated from their families for prolonged pericds of time- -
They lost the legal gstatus to hold jobs or to own property. ' Thay

wera forced to ocomply with routine sccountabilfty of “their
actions and movements with tha local suthorities. They were
reduced tO playing a secondary rxole in the every day survivial of
thelr family, Thcﬁ lock outside Vietnam, rather than inside it,

for a future thay have no control over.

This is my fourth meeting with Vinh. I am at his house te eat
dinner. Uncle XKhanh is thare. He has bean cut of camp since May
1988. He wag in camps and new econocaio zones for 13 1/2 vyesrs.
He .says that there are about 120 people atill in camps. "They
are not Jjust gensrals. I cannot understand why some of the -
pecpla have bean kaept there. It is not logical. I cannot
understand why soce of the people are still 8 threat to the
govesnaant. * .

Uncla Kkhanh was a oolonal. Ha ssys that ha should have gotten
cut of tha ocountry in 1975, but ha was "lat down® by an American
advisor. “He.wes CIA I an sure.” He talls me the name of the
man and agks if I can trace this san for him. He says he would
1iks to ask this man one questicn - WHY? "This man was a friend
of aing, I will never trust Americans that way again,*

Uncle Khanh spesks beautiful English. Ha says that he has been
in 42 of the states in tha U.S, and that ha trained there. He is
2 man in exile. In somae ways he ism adjusting to being out of
Camp, Ha awaits the day to leave. “There is nothing I can

" contribute to thia ocountry.® He is the authoritative head of
this extended family. Tha othar family mambarg talk through him,
aven though I have bean able t0 commuficata on three prior
occasions with thesa pecple. Ha starts 8 lot of santences with,
"Vinh tells ma®...or, "my naephav tells me." He spends a lot of
time checking ma out. 1 feel that Ma i3 scrutinizing we,
interviewing me. He staye for a coupla of hours, then says he
naads to meat some friends.
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Uncle Khanh is & very dignified man, of military bearing. He {8
intslligent and his vocabulary in English is both technical and
sophisticatad. He has a doainating personality, certainly
consistant with his ailitary rank. Me seems to liva in the
future. Aftar he leaves, tha family talks about him - "He sits
around and only thinks of laaving. He listans to tha BBC
evaryday and chases rumora with his friends. He has. . no e
sotivation, nothing to grad ontc.® - ' '
Khanh is a restlesa man. He ig having trouble adjusting to post- " -
camp life in v.totne-. He is distrustful of the "new thinking® of

tha governmeant, Thay can take it all away tomorrow.® Ka is a

sah of sany talents that cannot or will not make & contribrtion
tovard the family's survival. He says that he will wait to go %o -
Amarica. He laughs, "I have learned to ba a patient man-® He

has some family in tﬁa U.8. Khanh ia 53 years old.™ s -

Soxe ©f tha re-sducation pecple live in a time frame scmewhere
between the past and the future. It is as if there is not a
present <tenss, almost & stateless existence. The loss of
prestige, status and ssteem is evident. Xhanh seems emasculated
in his dinability to pravide for his family. His hope for the
futurs is olearly tisd to going to America. There is a desperate
fesl t0 his wait. .

I »at Hung in the merkat near the hotel, He is a student in
Poreign Languages at a University. Has is 22 years old. He aaks
about me and if I could meet with him so thst ha could practice
his English, I tall him that I am very busy, but that I will be
t0 talk to him in my free time.

Bung called me twice at the hotel to arranga neatings. On the
thixd call has eaked if I would be willing to meet his father 4in

Xba Ba. EHp said that his father i{s a formar officer who had been
‘re-aducation.

i

in

I mset Anh at his homa. He lives in a hovel on the Saigon river.
His house looks like a part of a formar figh market or bait shop.
You ocan see the river under tha floorbosrds of the house.

Anh went to Ft. ing, Ga. for Qfficar Candidate School. He
"shows me his pitture album and brings out tha Fort,K Banning

yearbook. Ths piotures show Anh as & vigorous, vital man. He 1sa

physically £it and the pictures show hia with many friends.

Anh's English 48 unacocented. Re.-speaks in a slow deliberate
Ha asks ®ma questions about " refugees, ODP and re-
education. He shows me his Letter of Introduction from the
Banghok embassy and asks if I can help him. He i3 a dasperate
“n ‘t ‘9. "

E
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Anh lives in tha past and the futurs. The past i@ of a time when
he had a purpose, wvhan he was 2 vigorous man doing important
m.t?l. Ha was a man of action. Today he does nothing, despita
the fact that his family lives in poverty. The future ias full of
high expectation.

“If I can only get to America, everything would be airight." . _

Bung says that his father seldoa leaves the house: He sleeps

during the day and is awasks at night.

Of the peocple 1 have mat with, Anh displays the most - severs
disturbance. Hs lives in an ohvicus state of depression, He

locoks sleepy, talks gleepy and ha says nothing about today," the _

bare and now.

"I can't wait any longer. Tell your government to help me."

Anh was in re-~education for two ysars. He has had tremendous
difficultiea adjusting to life in post-war Vietnam. His atats of
ssntal health refleota this loes of esteem and purpose. He sits
andd walts for his life to changs. Anh ims a beaten man. Hia
affect is flat, and ha probably suffers from chronie depression
and forms of poat traumatic stress.

while the individual reactions and adjustments may vary,
therae are some general ohservations that can be made:

1. The range of psychoclogical problems that ra-sducation de-

tainses probably manifest are vast. Thay are however, more
adjustmant ralated in nature than a true psycho-pathology.
While thaey may not require paychiatrict intervention per se,
they will requirs & re-structuring of their lives. ‘

2. The re-education people have beaen out'of. the information
chain for 14 years. They da not know what is going on
outside their country in terms of econemics, foreign policy,
atc, They especislly seek information that may effect them
in terms of leaving Vietnan.

3. The re-sducation pecple are anxious about sdjusting to 1life
in Amsrica. They live in a time frame somewhere between the
paat and future. They are concerned'‘about their ability to
be contributing members of society. They are alss anxious
about being reunited with their families.

-

o
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11, RE-BDUCATION GROUP MEETING AT PRPC

The meeting with the re-education camp refugees at PRPC con-
sisted of both ODP snd lat Asylum arrivals. Tha 30 peopls had =
coabinad totsl of 138.5 years in re-education in Vietnam. All.qf
thaa had basn sxposed to life at PRPC and were enrolled in the
training p Tans. The discusaion was in Vietnamese, though -
thers was a high level of English proficiency among the group.

[ }"-"

There is & oonsansus of thought on a variaty of subjects
releted to time at PRPC and the benefits of the training program:-

The single, dominant thought, was that PRPC is a necessarzy -
ited

elemant in the preparation for, and adjustment to, the
States. - _—

“If I go to tha Unitad States to unite with my family and I have
not had enough tipe to prepare mysslf, I may deatroy everything
my family has built up, This is becausa I might only ba thinking
of aysalf end my misery."

"Soma oOf us apeak good English, socme of us do not. Mayba we
haran't spoken it in 15 years. I was in Americe in 1970.
Aserica im vary different in 1989.°

"Some of us ars not too old to work and make a contribution. I
want to work in the States. I have bean inactive too long. 1
naad tisg to prepare for thig so I will know where to start.*

"Norking as a Neighborhood Leader has eliowed me to use my
abilities for the first time in 15 years.®

"Remember thst when you teach us BSL or CO you ara aleo helping
us heal, to becowa whole again,® '

"PRPC is a good plaos. I am glad I am hars. I could not prepare
likae thig in a First Asylunm camp or in Ho Chi Minh City."

- II1. RE-EDUCATION VETERANS SURVEY

The original deaign of the survey included a meries of open-
ended questions developed to deal with tlNe issues raised in the
Ho Chi Minh intearviews and tha re-education camp veterang meeting
at PRPC. The questions were translated into Vietnamaese by one, of
our Viaetnamese refugee counsalors from the U.S. After
translations ware finished, the questions waere <then back-
tranglated to English to ensure accuracy of translation. Once we
wore satisfied with the translations, we had copies of the survey
printad for administration.

-
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The survey was distributsd to re-education veterans through
the refuges. neighborhood councils heare at FPRPC. of the
approximata total of 150 res-education vetarans at PRPC, 102 took
tha survey. The sample was randoa in that there was no pre-

salection of respondants. Only those re-educaticn veterans who
volunteerad tcok tha survey.

DATA COLLECTION . SN

After thae survey was adminiatered, our Vietnamese bilingual - =
ocunsslors translated the responses into English. The translated
reaponses wers then back-translated into Vietnamese to ensure
accuracy of translation. A committee of American and Vietnamese—

ocoungelors then met to try and group the responses into -
catagories, attampting to identify tha most common tyl® of
reBPONEGS. When a reaponse was given by only one or two—of - the

regpondants or when it did not clearly fit any of the obvious
categories, we categorized the response as 'other' for analysis
puxposes.,

We realize that ocur survey design and data oollection
procedures ars open to comments and criticisms. We felt strongly
that using open-ended rather than multiple choics questions was a

better way of eliciting the trus opinions and feelings of the
reapondents,

SAMPLE PROPILR:

O0f tha 102 surveysd, 31 or 30% came from Cycle 1320. The
Teaaining 71 respondents werae spread across Cycles 122-135. In
tarmg of leval, the majority of the reapondents came from the' C-
B+ levels, with the highest concentration in the E+ level.
Distribution by age group shows that the majority of our
raspondents balong to the 41-50 aga group. The data also
indicatas that 96% of the sample were males.

Distribution by origin shows that more than half of <the
Teapondents or 533 came from lst asylum camps whils only 30% came
through tha CDP Program. It is important to nota that 17% dia
not indicats their place of origin, 1In terms of years spent in
re-sducation camps, ©63% spent 5 years or more in ra-education
while only 284 spent loss then 5 years. Only 9% did not indicate
the time spsnt in re-education camps. L

Distribution by branch of military service indicates that
tha majority or 52% of the respondents ware from the Army, with
nost of them baing commisaioned officers. The majority of our
reapondents or 70% have not been to tha USA.
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DATA ANALYSIS

The analysis waa composed of two parts:

1) Description of the data which included both summary
troqu.ncI distributions and fregquency distributions
oontrolling for origin and number of years in re-
sducation.

2) Tasts of aignificance of gelected variables controlling
for origin and numbaer of years in re-education.

Origin and ysars in re-education camp were identified asRey
variablss that could influence tha answers of the respondents.
The first part of the analysis gave us both an over-all prcture
of tha distribution of reeponses for each quaéstion and 3
breskdown by origin and years in re-education. The second part
helped us ldentify questions where respondents of different
origin and years in re-education answered differently.

KEY YINDINGS
There were aix key findings from the survey:

1) The majority of the respondents, regardlass of their origin
and years in re-education, falt that time in PRPC is valuable
for re-aducation camp vetsrans. Almost 50% of them stated
more than one reason for staying in PRFC but most of them
falt that thaEe wars two major reasons for staying in FPRPC:
1) to study BBL/CO/WO; and 2) t0 ume tha time at PRPC as a
preparation period for their resettlamant in the U.S. This
helps to support the following excerpts taken from the Re-
education Group Mesting late last June:

"Working as a Neighborhood Leasder has allowed me to use my
abilities for tha first time in 18 years.® .

‘Remeaber that when you teach us ESL or CO you are also
helping us heal, to become whola again.®

"PRPC 13 & good place. "I am glad I am hera. I could not
prepare like thie in a First Asylum camp or in Ho Chi Minh
City."* -

2) The majority of the respondents felt that they should stay in
PRPC * for less than 6 months.-It is interssting to note,
howsver, <+that a majority of tha respondents -also felt that
they needed at least 18 weeks to study at PRPC. This appears
to indicate that the langth of the instructional cycles is
sufficient but that the waiting period after instruction
¢ould be shortened.

‘;’oj.
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3) Regarding ressons for langth of stay, tha majority of <the
yvespondents felt that leas than 6 months or about 18 weeaks
would ba anough tima for study and enough time for emotional
and physical racovery. This finding helps to suppert the

first excerpt taken from the Ra-aducation Group Meeting:

"If I go to tha United States to unite with my family and. I
have not had enough timae to prepare myself, I -may destroy
averything my family has built Lup., This is because I might | =
anly be thinking of myself and xy migary." ' .

4) More than half of the respondents or 65 out of 102 felt <that
‘Te~@ducation officers setill in Vietnam have more than “eone—

psychologiocal problem, 7The majority of the respondents felt -
that re-education vaterana in Vietnam 8till feel a ser¥8 ofr
hopeleasnagg, discouragement and frustration,— - The

ragpondents also fglt that many re-education veterans still
feel anger, hats and fear based on their situation there. 1In
addition, family conflict and Separation were also identified
as problems gtill facing ra-education veterans {n Vietnam.
These findings help to support some of the excerpts from the
Ho Chi Minh City interviews:

Uncla Khanh was a colonsl, . . ., ‘*Thig man was a friend of
aing. I will navar trust Amaricana that way again."

Uncle FKhanh sgpeakas beautiful English. , ., . "There is
nothing I can cantributs to thig country.*

Uncle Khanh is 8 vary aignified man. . ., . He sits around
and only thinks of leaving. He listens to thae BBC everyday
and chasss rumors with his friends. Ha has no motivation,

nothing to grab onto.®

Anh went to Ft. Benning, Gaorgia for Officer Candidate
sohool. 0f the peopla I have met with, Ank displays the
st savers dipturhance. Ha lives in an obvious state of
depression. He 1pnoks sleepy, talks sleepy and he says
nothing about today, the heare and now.

"I can't wait any longer;a'fell your government to help ma."

8) Ra-education officers here in PRPC also falt that ICMC and
PRPC could provide tter services 1n‘tbe'£ollow1ng areag:

1) Dbetter living conditicne N
2) more assistance in emotional recovery and adjustment
3) more extra-ourricular activities or racreation.
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6) Thes majority of the respondents appear to be anxious about
three aspects of raeasattlement:

l) anploywant
2) English
3) family reunificstion

This

finding helps to support scme of the excerbts from 'tﬁ;

Ra-aducation Qroup Meeting:

"If I go to tha United Statss to unite with my family and 1
have not hag onough time to prepars myself, I may dastroy

overythizg family has built up. Thip is because I mighe
only be :ling cf myself and my misery.® -

"Soma oOf uy speak good English, soma of us d¢ hot."Maybe

il

wve haven't apokan it in 15 years. I was in America in
1970. America is very diffarent in 1989,"

“Some of us are not too pld to work 'and make a
ocontribution. I want to work in tha States. I have been

inactive tao long. I need tima to prepara for this so I
wvill know whara to start.®

CONCLUSIONS

Based on the findings of this report and the accumulatad
knowladga of tha refugee experience at tha PRPC, it seenms
reasonadle to oconalude the following: :

1)
2)
3)

4)

9)

6)

That the present ESL/CO/WO program at PRPC meets with
the approval of the re-education veterans presently
reaiding at PRPC.

Many of the implications inferred in thig raport for
ths BESL/CO program focus are alrsady.a part of our
advancad level classas. They ocould be further refined
with input from a follow-up survey.

That the present 18 waak duration of the program is
neither too long nor too ghort,

That there ' is a neaad for a racovery period without
major survival demands for re-sdlLcation camp vaterans.

That significant adjustment problems exigt aﬁong re-
education camp veterans,.whiclr arg bast addressed in
the supportive and structured PRPC enviroament,

That an adequate support system already exists at the
PRPC which stimulatas educational and gocial growth,
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EPILOGUR

Caso #1 - Nguyen Van Thin

Nguyan vVan Thin is a 42 year old former officer in Viatnam's
Police rield rorces, an elita combat arm. He spent more than -gix .
years in re-education, returning to his native Dalat in 1982,
where he remsined until early 1989 when allowad to leava Vietnam . ™
under the Orderly Departura Program. (He and his wife have a 17° -
Year o©ld adoptad Amerasian son, two other younger sons, ona of
whon is mildly retarded, and an eight year old daughter.) By his
own account Thin "did nothing” but "help keap the home "ahuring”
the seven yaars following rslaase from re-education. His -
cheerful, gregerious wife and, after 1986, his edoptiV® son
supported the family by buying and selling on the bITack markat. -

-}

Thin was withdrawn, passive, reclusive when he arrived at
the PRPC. Although he was tested for English at a communicative
level (C), hs largely refused to uss the language, saying, "I
speak no English.” Hs refused to enter into community 1lifa,
which is sxapected of veterans, particularly former officers.

Portunetlely for vhin, nis firat week at tha PRPC over-lapped
with the last week of a closs friend from Dalat, himself a former

air force mnio: whico had spent twO yedrs in the U.8. for training
prior to 197%. ..
What the friend could not do in Vietnam ~ halp revitalize
Thin « was acocomplished.in ths PRFC - through lettars (including
aoney orders) th to Thin and mutual friends, Vietnamese and
Angrican. Time and gentle persuasion took effact. By the end of
his atay at tha P 1? Baptember, 1989, Thin wes active in the
. helghborhood as an informsl sports lsader for youths, was de
fagto building ) r for ten fanilies, a noted peer counselor
for a steady stream of refugees and was actively wusing his
Bnglish in nogotiltiag with FPilipino and Amarican staff personnel
£or his pesrs. "When I come hare, I think I very old to do
things. Very titad, Everything finished for me. Tai (his
friend) tell me ig not true and I will see bocause pany will come
to me for help. I think maybe later in America I want to work
" for refugees and sufport ny family. Now I feel good and I am
happy I be togethar with Tai scon.

Pl

[ 1]

-

10
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Cass #2 - Nguyen Yan Hai

Nguysn Van Hal lost both legs in 1973 while serving as &
young naval officer on the Mekxong River. Only eight inch stubs
protrude from his short pants, Hai also arrived at the PRPC via
the ODP. His strapping 18 year old adopted gon, an Amerasian,
carrind Hal oftan; otherwise Hai walked considerable distances
using his upper torso muscles and two 8~inch=high stools. '

Hai has a wheel chair now but uses it only for recreation
rides in the evenings and on non-school days. He .attends a
specisl class with van transport for the orippled, having—in-
anger asked for the special class when ha found distances <o
regular olassea too mugh, ——

"1 was very angry and unhappy first two months here. 1
think before, in Vietnan everything be OK when I go out to
Amarica. People take care of me and my family. (Wife, Amerasian
son, two ' boys 135 snd 11 and an adopted daughther, 4). I coms
hera (to the PRPC] and I think it game as Vietnam, Nothing to
do., Not true. Yes, I want to go to BSL and €O, but too
difficult. Then my B8L suparvisor tell me maybe I ask go to
Mormon _t.pooial class]. I ask and everyone say OK so I go with
Moraon.

"Everyona tsll me, Hai, it be better in America. Tall me I
can go to vocation school, get good job, take care my family, OK
for ma, I want job fixing boat motors. - That the way I work in
Viatnan after 1975. I even have my own boat."

*In Vietnam I am very angry about ay legs. When I come hare
(PRPC] 1 atill angry. I want my children to have good lifs,
but. . . " and ha slaps the stumps.® I lsarn here. Most
important I learn is never mind thess lags - I can take care my
family. I not angry now. ' .

Hal i an immensely popular man in his naighborhood, admired
for his courage and the bright, vivacious wit he exudes. He has
no family in the US, thus is a "free cass.® His "case" has been
assigned in Florida and ha looks forward to atarting again, "near

"the sea with boat motors to fix,*

"l think acon @ have a wheelchair with-a motor 80 I can work
eany. Now I . sure I can teke care my Tanily. "l stop being

- angTy,"

— -
—

11
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Casa #2 - Nguyen Yan Hai

NGuyen Van Hai lest both legs in 1973 while serving asz a
young naval officer on the Makong River. Only eight inch stubs
protrude from his short pants., Hai alse arrived at the PRPC via
the ODP. His 8trapping 18 year old adopted gon, &n Amerasian,
carried Hal oftan; otherwisa Hai walked considerabla distances
using his upper torsec muscles and twe 8=-inch-high stools. -

Hai has a wheel chair now but ugses it only fﬁr recreaticn
rides in the evenings and on non-scheol days, He .attends a
special class with van tranaport for the -exippled, having—in-

anger asked for the :geczal class when ha found distances o
Tegulax classes too much, -

"I was very angry and unhappy first two months hers, 3
think Dbefore, in Viatnam averything be OK whan I go out to
Asarica. People taks care of me and my family. (Wife, Amerasian
80n, <two "boys 15 snd 11 and an adopted daughther, 4). I come
here [to the PRPC) and I think it same as Vietnam, Nothing to
do, Not trus. Yes, I want to go t© BSL and €O, but too
difficule. Then my ESL supervisor tell me maybe I ask go to
Mormen [speoiel class]. I ask and averycne say OK $0 I go with
Mormon. "

“Everyona tall me, Hal, it be better in America. Tall ma I
can go O vocation school, get good job, take care my family, OK
for me. I want job fixing beat motors. - That the way I work in
Vietnaa after 1975. I aven have my own boat.”

"In Vietnam I am very angry about my legs. When I come here
(PRPC] 1 still angry. I want ay children to have good lifg,
but. . . " and ha slaps the stumps." I lsarn hera. Most
important I learn is never mind these legs - I can take cars my
foamily. I not angry now, ' .-

Hai is an immensely popular man in his neighborhood, admired
for his courage and the bright, vivaoious wit ha exudes, He has
no family in the US, thus is & "fres case." His "case” has bean
assigned in Florida and ha 1ooks forward to starting again, "near
"the sea with boat motors to fix,"® :

"I think soon @ have a whaealchair with-a motbr 80 I can work
easy. Now 1 . sura I can take cars my fanily, "I stop being
© Angry.-" : : _
- -

11
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Case #3 - Nguyen Yan Xe

Nguyen vVan Xe, 45, a veteran of shadowy military operations
with Amarican agencies right up to April, 1975, says he was
disguated when he arrived at the PRPC. “"Not as much as with re-
education, but I didn't like this becauss my Bnglish is goed and
I know about Amsricans ~ ! worked with thea for many yearsg.,. _ I

wanted get ny children to America, to.school, to go to work. ' to
get started on a naw life." '

-k

"I'm not aure now, I didn't think I would have a family
pﬁbl“. ® - . .

Xa's 16 year old adopted son suddenly anncunced to officials -
at the PRPC that he d1d not wish to go to tha U.S. wft™h his
family of 14 ysars, but believed his real mother was enrsute to
the PRPC, He wanted to wait for her. Moreover, he accused his
adoptive Zamily of having .abused him, After four months at the
PRPC, seemingly & normal, high-achievement family group, a major
schism, one that postponed departure to the U.3. indefinitely.

Xa asks rhetaoripally: "What would I do 1f I was alraady 1in
Averica?

The famlly's problem had not been resolved at this writing,
on the eve of it's projected departure to the U.8., thrae months
after it surfaced. Xe i3 calm, aven philosophical abaut ‘the
Situation, feeling the PRPC suppors system will soon haelp raesolve
the impasss. “l'ys lesrned not to be in a big hurry,"” ha says.
*X lesszned again t life is not so simple. I want what is best
for my son and pefiple hate ars helping us to get that."

12



JTe M. SUGARMAN
Secretary

STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Olyinpia, Washington 98504-0095

March 21, 1989

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho
Chairperson :

Families of Vietnamese
Political Prisoners

7813 Martha Lane

Falls Church, Vvirginia 22043

Dear Mrs. Tho:!

This is to express support from the State of Washington for your
~effort to help resettle former detainees in re—-education camps in
Vietnam. I have contacted Mutual Assistance Associations in our
state and have received very positive feedback regarding our
state's involvement with the resettlement of this group. Voluntary
agencies in our state also express their interest in helping with
the resettlement effort. Your dedication to this cause is highly
commended, and I can assure you of our assistance in this endeavor.

If you can send us a list of those former detainees in the camps
who are waiting to have their papers processed, we will be more
than happy to assist you in finding appropriate sponsors for them
in our state.

Sincerely,

_ﬂwwmmﬂﬂ*—zz//¢62¢4 4%5%C;___________.

Thuy Vu, Ph. D., Director
Bureau of Refugee Assistance

TV:Ccs



United States Department of State

Washingion, D.C. 20520

Qctober 31, 1989

MEMORANDUM

TC: RP/RP - James Willard
Richard Beer
Ann Morgan
Pam Lewis
HHS/ORR - Phil Holman
Mary Chi Ray
Bill Eckhof
Regina Arculli
Vvolags - WR/Don Hammond
ICMC/Mitzi Schroeder
USCC/Dawn Calabia
LIRS/Ruth Mclean
IRC/Ray Evans
MAAs - IRAC/Mr. Khoa
FVPPA/Mrs. Tho
SCORE - Frank Bien
Anne Hamrick

.ot ﬁp .
RO
TM\‘JL\ 'f '\_g-‘;é’_\'

SUBJECT: Former Reeducation Detainees Task Force Meeting

FROM: RP/RPL - Anita Botti

Please review the attached DRAFT summary of tne QOctogcer 26
Former Reecducation Detainees Task Force Meeting. With the
assistance of Ann Morgan, I have tried to summarize the
critical points presented during the meeting. With respect to
recommended next steps, I have taken the liverty of suygesting
several different ideas. See what you think of them, expand or
change them accoraingly.

So that I may finalize the summary, I would appreciate your
comments by Monday November 6. Since time for comment is
brief, you may wish to FAX your response(s) to me., The BUreau
for Refugee Programs' FAX numoer 15 202-663-1i051.

Tnank you, 1n advance, for your assistance,



DRAFT

Task Force Meeting
Former Reeducation Detainees
October 25, 1989
Summary

Introduction

Mr. Robert L. Funseth, Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Bureau for Refugee Programs chaired the task force meeting. He
gave a brief history of the U.S. program regarding resettlement
of Former Reeducation Detainees. Starting with the first
formal interviews of reed detainees on October 13, 1989, the
U.S. plans to interview approximately 1,000 persons per month.
Since the PRPC will be filled to capacity for much of the
current fiscal year, the Bureau does not plan to provide reed
detainees with training prior to their admission to the U.S.

As a result, we may see the first arrivals around the end of
this year.

Mr. Funseth stated that the task force should oversee the
resettlement program of former reeducation detainees by acting
as an advisory council to the resettlement players - private
and public., Since the time to plan for resettlement of this
group is limited, we need to outline major issues affecting
resettlement of this group and recommend potential strategies
to met their needs,

Discussion
(agenda and attendee list are attached)

Various participants offered comments about strategies for
resettiing political detainees who are expected te exit Vietnam
in the near future. We nad available to us three documents
which provided some information about the demographics of this
group and which anticipated some of the special problems they
may experience in resettlement as well as some comments from
the refugees themselves respecting thelr situation. These
documents were (l}) a paper prepared by families cof political
detainees 1n the U.S5., (2) a survey by ICMC of political
detainees currently at the PRPC, and (3) a list of probable
resettlement sites for the first group.
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Based on these documents as well as the collected experience of
agencies present which have had some experience in resettling
detainees, the group appeared to agree on the following:

-- As a group, political detainees have a higher degree of
English proficiency than any other group ceming out of
Southeast Asia,

-~ Most detainees are male, ranging in age from 41 to about
55, and have spent an average of 5 to 6 years in
detention. Seventy percent of them have never been to the
U.S.

—— In the ICMC study, the refugees indicated that most
detainees have some emoticnal difficulties, ranging from
frustration and discouragement to a feeling of extreme
anger and hopelessness. Most express anxiety about the
future, particularly with respect to employment and
maintaining the integrity of the family structure.

-— In the ICMC study, detainees in Bataan expressed a high
degree of satisfaction with the services that are provided
there and believe that those who are still in Vietnam would
profit from the same services and the time that training in
the Philippines provides for decompression,

-- Most agencies with experience with detainees also believed
that there could be health problems among this population,
stressing the probable need for extensive dental care.

-- Total number of reed detainee cases scheduled for
interviews during Octoper and November is 465 (250
cases/Qctober, 215 cases/November) which include
approximately 2,000 persons,

~— 0Of the total 465, 346 cases indicate anchors in the U.S.
while 119 cases indicate no anchor.

-- According to the family reunion statistics, California will
receive 181 cases (52%), Texas expects to receive 21 cases
(6%) and the D.C. Metropolitan area which includes Northern
Virginia and Maryland (Montgomery County and Prince
George's County) expects to receive 25 cases (7%). Of
those interviewed, 27 states will receive 10 or fewer cases.

—- Of the 2,000 persons scheduled for interview in October and
November, approximately 125 - 175 persons are expected to
be immigrants.
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puring the course of the discussion, it quickly became clear
that funds from all sources were limited and that it would be
necessary to come up with some creative ways to use existing
resources to address these problems.

Although the meeting tended to focus on problems which may
surface with this group, it was noted that we should not forget
that they bring strengths as well as challenges. We have a
group with good English skills who could profit from mainstream
vocational education. We also have a group which expresses a
strong desire to be employed in the U.S. and to get on with
their lives. We also have a situation in which most detainees
will probably be going to sites where there is a strong network
of existing services which can be tapped to serve the need of
some for individual and family counseling. Most of all, we can
expect a group of survivors, who have demonstrated the inner
strength necessary to overcome hardship, long periods of
incarceration, and separation from their family support

system. These characteristics can work for successful
resettlement.

It was suggested that we need a program of education targeted
to selected resettlement sites to prepare social service
agencies for a large influx of people who bring certain
strengths but who may also experience some difficulties. MAAs
can be tapped as well as experienced health and counseling
services. Voluntary agencies with experience with this group
will be invaluable as well as the ORR network, including state
coordinators,

It was also suggested that the Match Grant Program be
considered as a viable option for this group. The USCC
representative stated that USCC has had some success in piacing
Reed refugees into the match grant program in California.

Next Step Recommendations:

1. The Bureau for Refugee Programs, with the assistance of
ICMC/ODP/JVAR, should continue providing geodraphic
resettlement locations of reed detainees as they are scheduled
for interviews,

2. Utilize the upcoming ORR State Coordinator's Meeting of
November 7-8 to discuss ways in which exXisting programs could
meet the needs of this group.

3, Interaction's Domestic Concerns Sub-Committee should convene
a meeting with interested national MAA groups regarding
coordination of resettlement services for the reed detainees,

nocal agencies should conduct similar meetings to determine the
pest use of resources by all parties.
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4. Resettlement agencies should discuss with ORR the merits of
utilizing match grants for this population.

5. Initiate state and local fora ('a la the Amerasian fora) to
discuss ways of integrating existing refugee programs and
resources for resettlement of this group.

6. Enlist the resources of the National Institute of Health and
the National Institute of Mental Health in assisting state and
local agencies to identify existing health programs throughout
the U.S. Add Former Reeducation Detainees to the refugee
mental health initiative that ORR is considering.

7. SCORE will recommend state coordinators to serve on the task
force. ©Suggested states are California, Texas, Maryland or
virginia.

8. InterAction's DomesticC Concerns Sub-Committee will appoint
national and local representatives to the task force.

9. Co - Chairs of the task force will be the Bureau for Refugee
Programs and the QOffice of Refugee Resettlement.

10. The next meeting of the task force is scheduled for
Thursday November 9 at 1:30p.m., National Association of
Counties (NACO), 440 First Street N.W., conference room/8th
floor {(note: time and site of meeting has been changed to meet
a scheduling conflict of State Coordinators).

5132H



United States Department of State

Washingion, D.C. 20520

Former Reeducation Detainee Task Force
Wednesday - October 25, 1989
State Annex I - 10:00 a.m.

AGENDA

1. Background/Purpose of Task Force - Mr., Robert I,, Funseth

2. Status of QOverseas Processing
-—ICMC Survey - Ann Morgan/RP

--Resettlement Statistics - Anita Botti/RP
(geographic locations, family vs. free, refugee $/IV#)

--Bliographic Information {guestionnaire) - Anita Botti/RP

3. Domestic Needs - Phil Holman/ORR and Anita Botti/RP

Special needs of this group?

What programs exist?

Wwhat new programs are needed?
Who should be the providers?

4. NeXt steps to implement programs?

5. Review composition of Task Force and schedule next
meeting. Suggest November 9, 1989, 2:00 p.m./State Annex

=

Public Interest - how do we heighten public awareness of

5.,
the program.



Attendees - Qctober 25
RP:

RLFunseth

ALBotti

JWillard

RBeer

AMorgan

PLewis

ORR:

Phil Holman

Mary Chi Ray

Bill Eckhnof

Regina Arculli/Public Health

volags:

National - World Relief/Don Hammond
ICMC/Mitzi Schroeder
USCC/Dawn Calabia

Local - LIRS/Ruth Mclean
IRC/Ray Evans

MAAS:
Mr. Khoa - IRAC
Mrs. Tho(submitted issues paper)

State Coordinators:
Frank Bein/Maryland
Anne Hamrick/Virginia

5120H
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NCUYEN THI HANH
NCUYEN QUYNH Glag
NCUYEN VAN GICH
NGUYEN XUAN LAN
HIEP LOWMAN

TRAN KiM DUNG
TRAN THI PHUGNG

Ban Chip Hanh T.U.

Executive Board

KHUC MINH THT
President

NCUYEN GUYNH Ciag
15t Vice-President

TRAN KIM DUNG
2ng Vice-President

NGUYEN VAN GIOI
secretary Ceneral

TRAN THI PHUGNG
Deputy Secretary

NGUYEN THI HANH
Treasurer

€0 van poan

Advisory Committee

HIEP LOWMAN
NGUYEN XUAN LAN

HOI GIA DINH TU NHAN CHINH TR] VIET NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.0. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058

October 24, 1989

4

The Honorable Robert L. Funseth
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau for Refugee Programs
Department of State

Washington, D.C, 20520

Dear Mr. Funseth:

This letter is written to thank you for your correspondence dated October 16,
1989 and for inviting me to be a member of the Task Force. | am very honored
and pleased to accept your invitation. Unfortunately, for the initial meeting

I will be out of town, as you are aware, ! will be in Orange County, California
on October 25, 1983, It is with deepest regrets that | will be unable to attend
the important planning meeting of the Task Force; however, | will make all
efforts to attend future meetings of the group.

In my absence, | am forwarding copies of our Association's concerns, recommendations

and other documents. | hope that this information will be useful to the Task
Force.

Again, thank you for your kind invitation to be a part of this Task Force. |

wish you success on your plans and efforts on behalf of the former re-education
center detainees, and | would like to thank all participants for their concern and

dedication.

____—FKhuc Minh Tho

KMT/Irh
Enclosures
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President
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.0. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058

RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE TASK FORCE

Request that the process towards resettlement be expedited and
that as many as possible be included in the process.

If there is an obvious need to increase the resettiement fund and
numbers, please request that this be done immediately.

Request should be made to omit the temporary stay in Bataan
Refugee Processing Center due to the fact that almost all former
re-education center detainees are proficient in English. This will
eliminate the long delays at Bataan; and short stays would serve
virtually no purpose or be helpful in any way to the detainees. It
would also be a cost saving if this process is possible to omit.
This would also contribute greatly to the morale of the detainees
who have spent far too many years in the re-education camps.

Information on the detainees' status: they will need to have made
available to them all services, especially in the areas of health,
mental health and employment {job training).

It will be important to have employed experienced refugees
resettiement staff in all states where detainees will be resettled.
This will help with the transition of the detainees and could also
assist them with receiving expedient and necessary services.



United States Department of State

Washingion, D.C. 20520

October 16, 1989

Mrs. Khuc Mmh Tho
7813 Martha's Lane
Falls Church, Virginia 22043

Dear Mrs. Tho:

As you know, on October 13, 1989 the United States began
interviewing the former reeducation detainees and their
accompanying family members. We hope these individuals and
members of their immediate families will begin arriving in the
United States by the end of this year.

In an effort to effectively provide former reeducation
detainees and their families with the most critical
resettlement assistance once they arrive in the U.S., the
Bureau plans to convene a task force specifically designed to
oversee and ensure quality resettlement through the integration
of public and private resources and programs.

To assist us with this process, we would like to invite you
to participate as a member of this task force. The first
meeting will take place on October 25 at 10:00 a.m. in the
Bureau for Refugee Programs' conference room, Room 1264, 2401 E
St. N.W., Washington, D.C.

We look forward to working with you to ensure the
successful resettlement of many former reeducation detainees.
If you have any questions regarding the upcoming meeting,
please contact Anita Botti (202) 663-1071.

Sincerely,

S fo]

Theresa Rusch
Director
Office of Reception and Placement
Bureau for Refugee Programs



i United States Department of State
\ %E)J | Washi D.C. 20520
’i“;wu} ashingion, D.C.

Former Reeducation Detainee Task Force
Wednesday - October 25, 1989
State Annex I -~ 10:00 a.m.

AGENDA

1. Background/Purpose of Task Force - Mr. Robert L. Funseth

2. Status of QOverseas Processing
-—-ICMC Survey - Ann Morgan/RP

--Resettlement Statistics - Anita Botti/RP
(geographic locations, family vs. free, refugee #/1V#)

--Biographic Information (questionnaire) - Anita Botti/RP

3. Domestic Needs - Phil Holman/ORR and Anita Botti/RP

Special needs of this group?
. What programs exist?

What new programs are needed?

Who should be the providers?

4. Next steps to implement programs?

5. Review composition of Task Force and schedule next
meeting, Suggest November 9, 1989, 2:00 p.m./State Annex 1I.

6. Public Interest -~ how do we heighten public awareness of
the program.



Attendees - Qctober 25
RP:

RLFunseth

ALBotti

JWillard

RBeer

AMorgan

PLewis

ORR:
Phil Holman
Mary Chi Ray
Regina Arculli/Public Health

Volags:
National - World Relief/Don Hammond

ICMC/Mitzi Schroeder
USCC/Dawn Calabia
Local - LIRS/Ruth Mclean

IRC/Ray Evans

MAAS;
Mr. Khoa - IRAC
Mrs. Tho

State Coordinators:
Frank Bein/Maryland
Anne Hamrick/Virginia

5120H



Washingion, D.C. 20520

October 31, 1989

MEMORANDUM

TO: RP/RP - James Willard
Richard Beer
Ann Morgan
Pam Lewis
HH5/0RR - Phil Holman
Mary Chi Ray
Bill Eckhof
Regina Arculli
Volags - WR/Don Hammond
ICMC/Mitzi Schroeder
USCC/Dawn Calabia
LIRS/Ruth Mclean
IRC/Ray Evans
MAAs - IRAC/Mr. Khoa
FVPPA/Mrs. Tho
SCORE - Frank Bien
Anne Hamrick

. S /
FROM: RP/RPL - Anita Botti i .e oo
/ m\é‘—\ t x_ﬁf&!—\

SUBJECT: Former Reeducation Detainees Task Force Meeting

Please review the attached DRAFT summary of the October 26
Former Reeducation Detainees Task Force Meeting., With the
assistance of Ann Morgan, I have tried to summarize the
critical points presented during the meeting. With respect to
recommended next steps, I have taken the liberty of suggesting
several different ideas. See what you think of them, expand or
change them accoraingly.

S0 that I may finalize the summary, I would appreciate your
comments by Monday November 6. Since time for comment is
brief, you may wish to FAX your response(s) to me. The Bureau
for Refugee Programs' FAX number is 202-663-1061,

Tnank you, in advance, for your assistance.

United States Department of State



DRAFT

Task PForce Meeting
Former Reeducation Detainees
October 25, 1989
summary

Introduction

Mr. Robert L. Funseth, Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Bureau for Refugee Programs chaired the task force meeting. He
gave a brief history of the U.S. program regarding resettlement
of Former Reeducation Detainees, Starting with the first
formal interviews of reed detainees on Qctober 13, 1989, the
U.S. plans to interview approximately 1,000 persons per month.
Since the PRPC will be filled to capacity for much of the
current fiscal year, the Bureau does not plan to provide reed
detainees with training prior to their admission to the U.S.

As a result, we may see the first arrivals around the end of
this year.

Mr. Funseth stated that the task force should oversee the
resettlement program of former reeducation detainees by acting
as an advisory council to the resettlement players - private
and public, Since the time to plan for resettlement of this
group is limited, we need to outline major issues affecting
resettlement of this group and recommend potential strategies
to met their needs.

Discussion
(agenda and attendee list are attached)

Various participants offered comments about strategies for
resettling political detainees who are expected to exit vVietnam
in the near future., We had available to us three documents
which provided some information about the demographics of this
group and which anticipated some of the special problems they
may experience in resettlement as well as some comments from
the refugees themselves respecting their situation. These
documents were (1) a paper prepared by families of political
detainees in the U.S., (2) a survey by ICMC of political
detainees currently at the PRPC, and (3} a list of probable
resettlement sites for the first group.



-2 -

Based on these documents as well as the collected experience of
agencies present which have had some experience in resettling
detainees, the group appeared to agree on the following:

—— As a group, political detainees have a higher degree of
English proficiency than any other group coming out of
Southeast Asia.

-- Most detainees are male, ranging in age from 41 to about
55, and have spent an average of 5 to 6 years in
detention. Seventy percent of them have never been to the
U.SO

—— In the ICMC study, the refugees indicated that most
detainees have some emotional difficulties, randing from
frustration and discouragement to a feeling of extreme
anger and hopelessness. Most express anxiety about the
future, particularly with respect to employment and
maintaining the integrity of the family structure.

—— In the ICMC study, detainees in Bataan expressed a high
degree of satisfaction with the services that are provided
there and believe that those who are still in Vietnam would
profit from the same services and the time that training in
the Philippines provides for decompression.

-- Most agencies with experience with detainees also believed
that there could be health problems among this population,
stressing the probable need for extensive dental care.

—— Total number of reed detainee cases scheduled for
interviews during October and November is 465 (250
cases/October, 215 cases/November) which include
approximately 2,000 persons.

-— Of the total 465, 346 cases indicate anchors in the U.S.
while 119 cases indicate no anchor.

-- According to the family reunion statistics, california will
receive 18] cases (52%). Texas expects to receive 21 cases
(6%) and the D.C, Metropolitan area which includes Northern
Virginia and Maryland (Montgomery County and Prince
George's County)} expects to receive 25 cases (7%). of
those interviewed, 27 states will receive 10 or fewer cases.

—— Of the 2,000 persons scheduled for interview in October and
November, approximately 125 - 175 persons are expected to
be immigrants.
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puring the course of the discussion, it quickly became clear
that funds from all sources were limited and that it would be
necessary to come up with some creative ways to use existing
resources to address these problems.

Although the meeting tended to focus on problems which may
surface with this group, it was noted that we should not forget
that they bring strengths as well as challenges. We have a
group with good English skills who could profit from mainstream
vocational education. We also have a group which expresses a
strong desire to be employed in the U.S. and to get on with
their lives. We also have a situation in which most detainees
will probably be going to sites where there is a strong network
of existing services which can be tapped to serve the need of
some for individual and family counseling. Most of all, we can
expect a group of survivors, who have demonstrated the inner
strength necessary to overcome hardship, long periods of
incarceration, and separation from their family support

system. These characteristics can work for successful
resettlement.

It was suggested that we need a program of education targeted
to selected resettlement sites to prepare social service
agencies for a large influx of people who bring certain
strengths but who may also experience some difficulties. MAAs
can be tapped as well as experienced health and counseling
services, Voluntary agencies with experience with this group
will be invaluable as well as the ORR network, including state
coordinators,

It was also suggested that the Match Grant Program be
considered as a viable option for this group. The USCC
representative stated that USCC has had some success in placing
Reed refugees into the match grant program in California.

Next Step Recommendations:

1. The Bureau for Refugee Programs, with the assistance of
ICMC/0ODP/JVAR, should continue providing geographic
resettlement locations of reed detainees as they are scheduled
for interviews,

2. Utilize the upcoming ORR State Coordinator's Meeting of
Novemper 7-8 to discuss ways in which existing programs could
‘meet the needs of this group.

3. InterAction's Domestic Concerns Sub-Committee should convene
a meeting with interested national MAA groups regarding
coordination of resettlement services for the reed detainees,

,ocal agencies should conduct similar meetings to determine the
pest use of resources by all parties,
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4., Resettlement agencies should discuss with ORR the merits of
utilizing match grants for this population.

5. Initiate state and local fora ('a la the Amerasian fora) to
discuss ways of integrating existing refugee programs and
resources for resettlement of this group.

6. Enlist the resources of the National Institute of Health and
the National Institute of Mental Health in assisting state and
local agencies to identify existing health programs throughout
the U.S. Add Former Reeducation Detainees to the refugee
mental health initiative that ORR is considering.

7. SCORE will recommend state coordinators to serve on the task

force. Suggested states are California, Texas, Maryland or
Virginia.

8. InterAction's Domestic Concerns Sub-Committee will appoint
naticonal and local representatives to the task force,

9. Co - Chairs of the task force will be the Bureau for Refugee
Programs and the Office of Refugee Resettlement.

10, The next meeting of the task force is scheduled for
Thursday November 9 at 1:30p.m., National Association of
Counties {NACOQO), 440 First Street N.W.,, conference room/8th
floor (note: time and site of meeting has been changed to meet
a scheduling conflict of State Coordinators).

5132H
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Former Reeducation Detainee Task Force
Wednesday - October 25, 1989
State Annex I - 10:00 a.m,

AGENDA

l. Background/Purpose of Task Force - Mr, Robert L. Funseth

2. Status of Qverseas Processing
--ICMC Survey - Ann Morgan/RP

--Resettlement Statistics - Anita Botti/RP
(geographic locations, family vs. free, refugee §/1IV#)

--Biographic Information {(guestionnaire) - Anita Botti/RP

3. Domestic Needs - Phil Holman/ORR and Anita Botti/RP

Special needs of this group?
What programs exist?

What new programs are needed?
Who should be the providers?

4, Next steps to implement programs?

5. Review composition of Task Force and schedule next
meeting. Suggest November 9, 1989, 2:00 p.m./State Annex I.

6. Public Interest - how do we heighten public awareness of
the program.



Attendees - October 25
RP:

RLFunseth

ALBottil

JWillard

RBeer

AMorgan

PLewis

ORR:

Phil Holman

Mary Chi Ray

Bill Eckhof

Regina Arculli/Public Health

volags:
National - World Relief/Don Hammond

ICMC/Mitzi Schroeder
USCC/Dawn Calabia
Local - LIRS/Ruth Mclean

IRC/Ray Evans

MAAS:
Mr. Khoa - IRAC
Mrs. Tho(submitted issues paper)

State Coordinators:
Frank Bein/Maryland
Anne Hamrick/virginia
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HOI GIA BINH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.0. BOX 3435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635
TELEPHONE: 703-5€0-0058

October 20, 1989
o’

‘The Honorable Robert L, Funseth
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau for Refugee Programs
Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Funseth:

| am certain that you have probably received a copy of the Agenda for
the dinner to be held in your honor by the General Association of Former
Political Prisoners of Vietnamese Communists in Orange County on
October 28, [989,

Having spoken with representatives sponsoring the event they also sent
a copy of the agenda to me. They asked if | would check with you to see
if there were any changes you would like to have made to the agenda.

If there are, please feel free to contact me with your requests because

I will be out in Orange County on October 25th and | could convey your
requests to the sponsors of the event.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions-and/or concerns.

Sincerely,

__—"Khuc Minh Tho

KMT?Irh



Location:

6:00
6:45
7:00

Q,w&“ R Bovman f: 10
' 7:20
7:25

7:30

Date:

PM
PM
PM

PM
PM
PM

PM

AGENDA

Saturday, October 28th, 1989 - 6:30 PM

KHATI HOAN Restaurant
14390 Brookhurst
Garden Grove

(714) 531-4965

CkkkAh kK

6:30 PM: Guests Arrivals
Flags Ceremony

Opening Remarks
Hau Nguyen, Chairman of Central Coordination
Committee, GAFPPCVN

Remarks of a former political prisoner
Remarks of a child of a political prisoner

Presentation of a photograph to the Honorable
Robert L. Funseth

Remarks of the Honorable Robert L. Funseth,
Assistant Secretary of the State Department

7+ 40P Questionsand-Answers,

8:00
10:00

PM : Dinner
PM : Closing Remarks
Y oL .
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Cctober 31, 1989

MEMCRANDUM

TO: RP/RP - James Willard
Richard Beer
Ann Morgan
Pam Lewis
HHS/ORR - Phil Holman
Mary Chi Ray
Bill Eckhof
Regina Arculli
Vvolags - WR/Don Hammond
ICMC/Mitzl Schroeder
USCC/Dawn Calabia
LIRS/Ruth Mclean
IRC/Ray Evans
MAAs - IRAC/Mr. Khoa
FVPPA/Mrs. Tho
SCORE - Frank Bien
Anne Hamrick

. . -~ f ? H
FROM: RP/RPL - Anita Botti Vo '
RE/RPL SHENEIFE (B

SUBJECT: Former Reeducation Detainees Task Force Meeting

Please review the attached DRAFT summary of the October 26
Former Reeducation Detainees Task Force Meeting., With the
assistance of Ann Morgan, I have tried to summarize the
critical points presented during the meeting. With respect to
recommended next steps, I have taken the liberty of suggesting
several different ideas. See what you think of them, expand or
change them accoraingly.

So that I may finalize the summary, I would appreciate your
comments by Monday November 6. Since time for comment is
brief, you may wish to FAX your response(s) to me. The Bureau
for Refugee Programs' FAX number is 202-663-10561.

Tnank you, in advance, for your assistance.



DRAFT

Task Force Meeting
Former Reeducation Detainees
October 25, 1989
Summary

Introduction

Mr. Robert L. Funseth, Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Bureau for Refugee Programs chaired the task force meeting. He
gave a brief history of the U.S. program regarding resettlement
of Former Reeducation Detainees. Starting with the first
formal interviews of reed detainees on October 13, 1989, the
U.S. plans to interview approximately 1,000 persons per month.
Since the PRPC will be filled to capacity for much of the
current fiscal year, the Bureau does not plan to provide reed
detainees with training prior to their admission to the U.S.

As a result, we may see the first arrivals around the end of
this year.

Mr. Funseth stated that the task force should oversee the
resettlement program of former reeducation detainees by acting
as an advisory council to the resettlement players - private
and public, Since the time to plan for resettlement of this
group is limited, we need to outline major issues affecting
resettlement of this group and recommend potential strategies
to met their needs,

Discussion
(agenda and attendee list are attached)

Various participants offered comments about strategies for
resettling political detainees who are expected to exit Vietnam
in the near future, We had available to us three documents
which provided some information about the demographics of this
group and which anticipated some of the special problems they
may experience in resettlement as well as some comments from
the refugees themselves respecting their situation. These
documents were (1) a paper prepared by families of political
detainees in the U.S., (2) a survey by ICMC of political
detainees currently at the PRPC, and (3) a list of probable
resettlement sites for the first group.
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Based on these documents as well as the collected experience of
agencies present which have had some experience in resettling
detainees, the group appeared to agree on the following:

-- As a group, political detainees have a higher degree of

English proficiency than any other group coming out of
Socutheast Asia.

-~ Most detainees are male, ranging in age from 41 to about
55, and have spent an average of S5 to 6 years 1in

detention. Seventy percent of them have never been to the
U.S.

~- In the ICMC study, the refugees indicated that most
detainees have some emotional difficulties, ranging from
frustration and discouragement to a feeling of extreme
anger and hopelessness. Most express anxiety about the
future, particularly with respect to employment and
maintaining the integrity of the family structure.

~~ In the ICMC study, detainees in Bataan expressed a high
degree of satisfaction with the services that are provided
there and believe that those who are still in Vietnam would
profit from the same services and the time that training in
the Philippines provides for decompression.

-- Most agencies with experience with detainees also believed
that there could be health problems among this population,
stressing the probable need for extensive dental care,

—— motal number of reed detainee cases scheduled for
interviews during October and November is 465 (250
cases/Qctober, 215 cases/November) which include
approximately 2,000 persons,

-— Of the total 465, 346 cases indicate anchors in the U.S.
while 119 cases indicate no anchor.

-- According to the family reunion statistics, California will
receive 181 cases (52%). Texas expects to receive 21 cases
{6%) and the D.C. Metropolitan area which includes Northern
virginia and Maryland (Montgomery County and Prince
George's County} expects to receive 25 cases (7%). Of
those interviewed, 27 states will receive 10 or fewer cases,

-- Of the 2,000 persons scheduled for interview in October and
November, approximately 125 - 175 persons are expected to
be immigrants. '
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During the course of the discussion, it quickly became clear
that funds from all sources were limited and that it would be
necessary to come up with some creative ways to use existing
resources to address these problems.

Although the meeting tended to focus on problems which may
surface with this group, it was noted that we should not forget
that they bring strengths as well as challenges. We have a
group with good English skills who could profit from mainstream
vocational education. We also have a group which expresses a
strong desire to be employed in the U.S. and to get on with
their lives. We also have a situation in which most detainees
will probably be going to sites where there is a strong network
of existing services which can be tapped to serve the need of
some for individual and family counseling. Most of all, we can
expect a group of survivors, who have demonstrated the inner
strength necessary to overcome hardship, long periods of
incarceration, and separation from their family support

system. These characteristics can work for successful
resettlement.

It was suggested that we need a program of education targeted
to selected resettlement sites to prepare social service
agencies for a large influx of people who bring certain
strengths but who may also experience some difficulties, MAAs
can be tapped as well as experienced health and counseling
services. Voluntary agencies with experience with this group
will be invaluable as well as the ORR network, including state
coordinators,

It was also suggested that the Match Grant Program be
considered as a viable option for this group. The USCC
representative stated that USCC has had some success in placing
Reed refugees into the match grant program in California.

Next Step Recommendations:

1. The Bureau for Refugee Programs, with the assistance of
ICMC/ODP/JVAR, should continue providing geographic .
resettlement locations of reed detainees as they are scheduled
for interviews.

2. Utilize the upcoming ORR State Coordinator's Meeting of
Novempber 7-8 to discuss ways in which existing programs could
‘meet the needs of this group.

3. InterAction's Domestic Concerns Sub-Committee should convene
a meeting with interested national MAA groups regarding
coordination of resettlement services for the reed detainees,

Local agencies should conduct similar meetings to determine the
pest use of resources by all parties.
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4. Resettlement agencies should discuss with ORR the merits of
utilizing match grants for this population,

5. Initiate state and local fora ('a la the Amerasian fora) to
discuss ways of integrating existing refugee programs and
resources for resettlement of this group.

6. Enlist the resources of the National Institute of Health and
the National Institute of Mental Health in assisting state and
local agencies to identify existing health programs throughout
the U.S. Add Former Reeducation Detainees to the refugee
mental health initiative that ORR is considering,.

7. SCORE will recommend state coordinators to serve on the task

force. Suggested states are California, Texas, Maryland or
Vvirginia.

B. InterAction's Domestic Concerns Sub-Committee will appoint
national and local representatives to the task force.

9. Co - Chairs of the task force will be the Bureau for Refugee
Programs and the Office of Refugee Resettlement.

10, The next meeting of the task force is scheduled for
Thursday November 9 at 1:30p.m., National Association of
Counties (NACO), 440 First Street N.W., conference room/8th
floor (note: time and site of meeting has been changed to meet
a scheduling conflict of State Coordinators).

51324
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Former Reeducation Detainee Task Force
Wednesday - October 25, 1989
State Annex I - 10:00 a.m.

AGENDA

Background/Purpose of Task Force - Mr. Robert L. Funseth

Status of Overseas Processing
--ICMC Survey - Ann Morgan/RP

--Resettlement Statistics - Anita Botti/RP
(geographic locations, family vs., free, refugee $/1V#)

--Biographic Information (questionnaire) - Anita Botti/RP

Domestic Needs - Phil Holman/ORR and Anita Botti/RP
Special needs of this group?
What programs exist?

What new programs are needed?
Who should be the providers?

Next steps to implement programs?

Review composition 6f Task Force and schedule next

meeting, Suggest November 9, 1989, 2:00 p.m./State Annex I,

6.

Public Interest - how do we heighten public awareness of

the program,
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HOI GIA BINH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.0. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635
TELEPHONE: 703-5€0-0058

LIST OF THE COMMITTEE FOR RECEPTION

OF FORMER VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS

NATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE (Head Committee)

2'

P.0O. Box 5435

Arlington, Va 22205-0635
P.O.C.: Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho
Tel: (703 560-00E8

Fax #: (703) 204-03%4%

LOCAL RECEPTION COMMITTEE

Washington Metropolitan Area (DC, VA, MD)

P.O.C.: Nguyen Ngoc Bich

Tel: (703 358B-3288 (W)
(703) 871-9178 (H)

Northern California (San Jose)

P.0O.C.: Vu van Loc
359 West San Carlos
San Jose, CA 855110
971-7887

Tel: (408>

Southern California (Westminster/Orange County)

F.O.C.: Nguyen Tu Mo
P.D. Box 635
Westminster, CA 92684-835
Tel: (714) 3687-0306
Fax #: (714) 638-9713
Teaxas (Houston)
P.0O.C.: Ls van Nhan
1441 W. Mt Houston Rd
Houston. TX 77038
Tel: (713) B9B-7703

(713) B47-9221



LIST OF COMMITTEE FOR RECEPTION
Page 2

Texas {(Dallas)

P.0O.C.:

Tel:

Oklahoma

P.0.C.:

Tel:

Kansas

P.O.C.:

Tel:

Vuong Sy Ilch

1019 Anna

Delton, TX 76201
(B817) 5866-1462

Truong Khanh Tao

Refugee Center

Vietnamese American Association
3121 N. Classen

Oklahoma City, 0K 73118

(405) BZ1-1441

(405) B24-2947

Nguven van Sang
P.0.Box 186%

Garden City, KS 67848
(316) Z75-4354

(316) 275-0271

Massachusetts (Boston)

P.O.C.:

Tel:

Fax #:

Nguyen Thanh Hai

1724 Dorchester Dr.
Dorchester, MA 02124
(617) 825-0800

(617> ZB87-164%

(B17) 288-6367

Washington State (Seattla)

P.0.C.:
Tel:

Dang Minh Chau
(206) 473-1508
(206) 9B2-9125
Le Quyet Thang
(206) 328-8805
Le van Binh

(206) 722-7734






