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10. Florida (Miami)
P.0.C.: Chu Ba Yen
P.0. Box 163556
Miami, FL 33116
Tel: (305) 251-93908
11. Pensylvania (Philadeiphia)

P.0.C.: Nguyen Ngoc Khoan
Tel: (215) 734-1726 (H)

12. [llinois (Chicago)

P.O.C.: Ngo van Lan
4833 North Broadway

2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60640
Tel: (312) 728B-3700

13. Cleveland (Ohio)?

P.0.C,: Nguyen Quan Xuan
6516 Detroit #2
Cleveland, OH 44102

Tel: (216) 651-3930
Additional local chapters are in the process of being formed.
We will notify Volag of any further established affiliates.
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Khuc Minh Tho

Planning
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Morale Building
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Dao Van Binh

UY-BAN PHOI HOP TIEP BON TU-NHAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NAM
MEMORANDUM

TO ! Member Organizations, Coordinating Committee
Local Political Prisoners Reception Committees
Yietnamese American MAAs
Vietnamese-language media and press

FROM : Nguyen Ngoc Bich, Planning Subcommittee
SUBJECT : ROLE OF LOCAL RECEPTION COMMITTEES
DATE : January 10, 1990

We have received several requests for clarification of the role of
the Tocal political prisoners reception committees. The present
memo is to address this question.

When the Coordinating Committee was formed in April 1989 it was
determined that there would be two levels of coordination: one at the
national level, and that is the function of the Coordinating Committee;
and one at the local Tevel, because resettlement is essentially a
Tocal function, and that is the function of the local reception com-
mittees.

The National Coordinating Committee

The national Coordinating Committee is in charge of gathering infor-
mation on who is coming and where the person(s) is/are going to be
resettled. This information would then be communicated to the var-
ious Tocal reception committees,

Functions of the Local Reception Committee

With the information it receives the local Reception Committee would
get in touch with the families and/or Volags which would be respon-
sible for the initial resettlement of the political prisoner(s) in
question and their families (if any). This is to offer:

1/ The Vietnamese community's solidarity with the newcomer(s) and
their families in view of their long suffering after the end of
the Vietnam War in 1975,

2/ Volunteer help for the many little things that the newcomer families

might need, for instance, transportation assistance, apartment
hunting, clothing and household utensils, registration for English
classes, job hunting, etc. (In other words, the Jocal Reception
Committee can serve many of the functions that would normally
devolve on a regular sponsor or sponsoring group. )

3/ Long-range companionship and counseling (if called for), an essen-

Liaison Addresses and Telephones

Mrs. Khue Minh Tho P.O. Box 5415, Arlington, VA 22205-0635 (Tel: 703-560-0058)
Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Bich 6433 Northana Drive, Springfield, VA 22150 {Tel: 703-97t-9178)
Mr. Huynh Cong Anh 2809 Main, Houston, TX 77002 (Tel: 713-655-7069)
Mr. Nguyen Hau P.O. Box 6315, Westminster, CA 92684 (Tek: 714-894-4136)

Mr, Dao Van Binh P.O. Box 2899, Santa Clara, CA 95055 (Tel: 40B-286-7187)
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tial component in view of the many years of isolation and prison
camp condition undergone by the political prisoners. This help
is crucial also in view of the long years of separation of the
prisoners from their families. A1] of this is made worse by the
necessity of adapting to a second culture and language,

In concrete terms the above offer boils down to:

- Number (1) means that the Local Reception Committee is willing to
organize a small party consisting of community leaders and other
interested community persons to go to the airport and greet the
newcomer(s) and their families, to make them feel that they have
not been forgotten, to express our solidarity with them. Addi-
tionally, the Committee may organize a more formal reception, for
instance, a dinner or reception with many people invited. The
Committee could also organize social visits to make the newcomer(s)
and their families feel "at home."

- Number (2) is self-explanatory. This kind of volunteer help couid
last several months.

- Number (3) is expected to last beyond the initial resett]ement
period of a few months to a year. *

In all of the above there may be money involved but it is expected
that the Tocal Reception Committees raise that money on their own so
as not to burden anyone else and that the help will be forthcoming
at no cost to the newcomer(s) and their families.

The whole reception effort is a volunteer effort by the Vietnamese
comunity offered by earlier refugees and immigrants from Vietnam to
their former colleagues and comrades-in-arms, whose distinction is
to have suffered more than us in the wake of the communist takeover
of South Vietnam. As it is an offer the families of the newcomer{s)
are totally free to accept it or reject it. The local Reception
Committees will not impose their will on anyone or contradict the
wishes of the families involved.

*
* %

We hope that the above clarifies the position of the Coordinating
Committee for the Reception of Vietnamese Political Prisoners as

well as the articulation of the respective role of the national
Coordinating Committee as distinct from the local Reception Committees.





