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AGENDA FOR MEETING WITH MR. RICHARD SOLOMON, 

ASSISTANT SEX::RETARY, U.S. STATE DEPAR'/loIENT TO 

DISCUSS ISSUES CONCERNING POLITICAL PRISONERS 

January 9, 1991 

. If, in the future, discussions are undertaken on 

normalization of relations with Vietnam, we request 

that one of the conditions be the immediate release 

and freedom to emigrate for all political prisoners. 

In addition, the human rights of those who choose to 

remain in Vietnam must be respected by the Vietnamese 

government. 

The Association urges the Department.to follow-up on 

the promise made by Mr. Nguyen Co Thach, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs for Vietnam, in his presentation in 

October 1990 in which he promised to release all 

political prisoners detained. We are requesting that 

his promise be honored in conjunction with the upcoming 

celebration of the Vietnamese New Year ("Tet"), which 

is February 15, 1991. 

3. It has been brought to our attention that the Vietnamese 

government recently re-arrested many former political 

prisoners. We feel the need to bring this matter to the 

attention of the U.S. State Department because all released 

prisoners who are still in Vietnam, and their families in 

Vietnam and the United States, are very concerned about 

this act being committed by the current regime. 

4. If normalization is established with Vietnam, will there be 

any effects on the political prisoners program? If so, what 

are they anticipated to be and how will they impact on the 

program and the situation of former political prisoners and 

their families in Southeast Asian camps? 



5. We would like to request that the Department call on 

the support of other governments to join in pressing 

for the release of the political prisoners before 

"Tet" (February l5, 1991). 

6. What is the quota that has been established for detainees 

arriving in 1991 and 1992? 
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435. ARLINGTON. VA 22205·0635 
TELEPHONE: 703·560-0058 

AGENDA FOR MEETING WITH MR. RICHARD SOLOMON, 
ASSISTANT SOCRETARY, U. S. STATE DJ':PAR'IMENT TO 
DISCUSS ISSUES CONCERNING POLITICAL PRISONERS 

January 9, 1991 

If, in the future, discussions are undertaken on 
normalization of relations with Vietnam, we request 
that one of the conditions be the immediate release 
and freedom to emigrate for all political prisoners. 
In addition, the human rights of those who choose to 
remain in Vietnam must be respected by the Vietnamese 
government. 

The Association urges the Department to follow-up on 
the promise made by Mr. Nguyen Co Thach, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs for Vietnam, in his presentation in 
October 1990 in which he promised to release all 
political prisoners detained. We are requesting that 
his promise be honored in conjunction with the upcoming 
celebration of the Vietnamese New Year ("Tet"), which 
is February 15, 1991. 

3. It has been brought to our attention that the Vietnamese 
government recently re-arrested many former political 
prisoners. We feel the need to bring this matter to the 
attention of the U.S. State Department because all released 
prisoners who are still in Vietnam, and their families in 
Vietnam and the United States, are very concerned about 
this act being committed by the current regime. 

4. If normalization is established with Vietnam, will there be 
any effects on the political prisoners program? If so, what 
are they anticipated to be and how will they impact on the 
program and the situation of former political prisoners and 
their families in Southeast Asian camps? 



5. We would like to request that the Department call on 
the support of other governments to join in pressing 
for the release of the political prisoners before 
"Tet" (February l5, 1991). 

6. What is the quota that has been established for detainees 
arriving in 1991 and 1992? 



H~I DOng Quan Tr! 
Board of Plrectors 

KHUC MIMJ THO 
NGUYEN THI HANH 
NGUYEN OliYNH GIAO 
NGUYEN VAN GKii 
NGUYEN xuAN LAN 
HIEPLOWMAN 
TAM KIM DUNG 
TRAN THI PHlJdNG 

Ban ChAp HlInh T.ll. 
Executlye Board 

KHUC MINH THO 
President 

NGUYEN ouYNH GIAe 
, 151 Vice-President 

TRAIl KIM DUNG 
2"!.YIce-PresIgent 

NGUYEN VAN GIOI 
. Sectotary General 

TRAIl THJ PHldNG 
DoplJly Sectotary 

NGUYEN THIfW;H 
Treasurer 

c6V1lnDoan 
Adylsory Committee 

HIEPLOWMAN 
NGuYEN XuAN LAN 

..... , , ..... I ..... 

HOI CIA f)INH TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIET NAM . , , 

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635 
TELEPHONE: 703-560-0058 

MEETING WITH 
ASSISTANT SECRE1"AF~Y, U.S. 
DISCUSS ISSUES CONCERNING 
Januar"y 9, 1991 

Mr. RICHARD SOLOMON, 
STATE DEPARTMENT, TO 

POLITICAL PRISONERS; 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Request the irnediate t"elease and immigration 
of all political prisoner's as one of the 
conditions in the discussions about 
Flornlalization with Vietnam. 

Raise the question if the normalization is 
established, will there be any effects on the 
political prisoners pt"ogram? If yes, what a,'e 
the/? 

Request the State Department to restate the 
promise by Mr. Nguyen Co Thach that to release 
all political prisoners still detained by 
ViE~tnamese IItetll, Febt"uat"Y 15, 1991. 

Bt~irlg attention to the tJ.S. State Department 
that the Vietnamese government recently 
rearrested many former political pt~isoners. 

All t~eleased prisoners who are still in 
Vietnam and their families in Vietnam ar,d the 
U~S. are vet~y concerned about this act of the 
cut"' r·'£ ..... n t t"eg i me. 
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Que~tiorlS and Answet'S 

1. Q. l.tJhB.t is your' opinion about nor-'mal iza.tion? 

A. from my and my association Doint of view, anything that 
brings about freedom and pt'osperities for Vietnam and Vietnamese 
oeDDle i·;s alwa.ys welcome. Howevet~·, in or'det" to achieve that the 
current Vietnamese government must 1) change its method of 
GDvE?:'t"nin~J~ fT"CJm suppr"essl've comllnism to democr'acy; fr'om si.ngle 
[Jarty sy=tem to multi oat"ty system: 2) allow its citizens to have 
fr"eedomsn arld 3) change its economic policy where the oeoo1e is 
allowed to improve its economlC conditions. 

Q. Do YOLi trust what SLli Tin said? 

A. We the Vietnamese~ after many yeat~s experience with the 
commLlnists, always said nevet~ tt~ust what the communists said but 
only believe in what t~le communists did.' 

Statemerlt at ttlE beginning of the meeting. 

In the discussion about the normalization with Vietnam. we the 
association would like to t~equest the State Dep2t'tment to 
include t~lt~ee inain conditions concet~ning the political prisoners 
f8t~ the discussions: 

1. :i.mmecliately r'elea.se of all polttical pt'isoner's. 

. .:.. . pt'omptly per-mit t~e 1 eased political prisoners to migrate to 
COufltries of theit' c~loice. 

t'8Spect hLlman t~igtlts of those who choose to remain irl Vietnam. 

III addition we would li~'e you to raise the following questions: 

1. If' nOt"'malization has been e':~tablished, ~...,hat at~e the effects of 
this event on the political prisoners program~ 

...., n t~e~:;'5 

pt~ornise to 

~ 

'-' . OUt" and 

the Vietnamese government to hDnOt~ Mr. Nguyen co Thach 
t~elease all political prisoners by Vietnamese tet, and 

poli.tical 

government recently 
released earlier. 

pr"'lsoner"'s 

~"'eat' t~es t ed 

concet .... ns 

political 

that the Vietnamese 
prisoner~s who were 
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AGENDA FOR MEETING WITH MR. RICHARD SOLOMON, 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY, U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT, TO 
DISCUSS ISSUES CONCERNING POLITICAL PRISONERS 

January 9, 1991 

I. If, in the future, discussions are undertaken on normalization 
of relations with Vietnam, we request that one of the conditions 
be the immediate release and freedom to emigrate for all 
political prisoners. In addition, the human rights of those 
who choose to remain in Vietnam must be respected by the 
Vietnamese government • 

2. The Association urges the Department to fol -up on the 
promise made by Mr. Nguyen Thach, 'ister of Foreign 
Affairs for Vietnam, in 'presentat- in October 1990 in 
which he promised release all itical prisoners detained 
by "Tet", Febr y 15, 1991. 

3. It has been brought to our attention that the Vietnamese 
government recently re-arrested many former political 
prisoners. We feel the need to bring this matter to the 
attention of the U.S.State Department because all released 
prisoners who are still in Vietnam, and their families in 
Vietnam and the United States, are very concerned about 
this act being committed by the current regime. 

4. If normalization is established with Vietnam, will there be 
any effects on the political prisoners program? If so, what 
are they anticipated to be and how will they impact on the 
program and the situation of former political prisoners and 
their families in Southeast Asian camps? 

5. We would like to request that the Department call on the 
support of other governments to join in pressing for the release 
of the political prisoners before Tet (February 15, 1991J. 



6. What is the quota that has been establ ished for detainees 
arriving in 1991 and 1992? 

7. The members of our Association would like clarification on 
the priority given to the former prisoners in the ODP program. 
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AGENDA FOR MEETING WITH MR. RICHARD SOLOMON. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY, U.s. STATE DEPARTMENT, TO 
DISCUSS ISSUES CONCERNING POLITICAL PRISONERS 

January 9, 1991 

I. If, in the future, discussions are undertaken on normalization 
of relations with Vietnam, we request that one of the conditions 
be the immediate release and freedom to emigrate for all 
political prisoners. In addition, the human rights of those 
who choose to remain in Vietnam must be respected by the 
Vietnamese government. 

2. The Association urges the Departmen to follow-up on the 
promise made by Mr. Nguyen Co T ch, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs for Vietnam, in his pr tat ion in October 1990 in 
which he promised to rei e all political prisoners detained 
by "Tet", February 15, 991. 

3. It has been brought to our attention that the Vietnamese 
government recently re-arrested many former political 
prisoners. We feel the need to bring this matter to the 
attention of the U.S.State Department because all released 
prisoners who are still in Vietnam, and their families in 
Vietnam and the United States, are very concerned about 
this act being committed by the current regime. 

4. If normalization is established with Vietnam, will there be 
any effects on the political prisoners program? If so, what 
are they anticipated to be and how will they impact on the 
program and the situation of former political prisoners and 
their families in Southeast Asian camps? 

5. We would like to request that the Department call on the 
support of other governments to join in pressing for the release 
of the political prisoners before Tet (February 15, 1991l. 



6. What is the quota that has been established for detainees 
arriving in 1991 and 1992? 
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AGENDA FOR MEETING WITH MR. RICHARD SOLOMON. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY. U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT. TO 
DISCUSS ISSUES CONCERNING POLITICAL PRISONERS 

JANUAR Y 9. 1991 

1.- If, in the future, discussions are undertaken 
on normalization of relations with Vietnam, 
we request that one of the conditions be the 
immediate release and freedom to emigrate 
for all political prisoners. In addition, 
the human rights of those who choose to 
remain in Vietnam must be respected by the 
Vietnamese government . 

2.- The Association urges The ~artment to 
follow-up on the promis~ade by Mr .. Nguyen 
Co Thach, Minister/~oreign~ifairs for 
Vietnam, in hiE; .. pt'esentat~-in October 1990 
in which he .. pfomise to ""€lease all political 
prisoners detained by "TET", February 15, 1991. 

3.- It has been brought to our attention that the 
Vietnamese government recently re-arrested 
many former political prisoners. We feel the 
need to bring this matter to the attention of 
the U.S. State Department because all released 
prisoners who are still in Vietnam, and their 
families in Vietnam and the United States, are 
very concerned about this act being committed 
by the current regime. 

4.- If normalization is established with Vietnam, 
will there be any effects on the political 
prisoners program? If so, what are they 
anticipated to be and how will they impact on 
the program? 

5.- We would like to request The Department to call 
on the support of other governments to join in 
pressing for the release of the political 
prisoners before TET (February 15, 1991). 



2 . 

6.- The Association is concerned that the priority 
given to the former prisoners in the ODP is 
made meaningless of the program. Instead those 
imprisoned longest may come almost last. 
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AGENDA FOR MEETING WITH MR. RICHARD SOLOMON, 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY, U.s. STATE DEPARTMENT, TO 
DISCUSS ISSUES CONCERNING POLITICAL PRISONERS 

January 9, 1991 

I. As one of the conditions presented in the discussions about 
normalization with Vietnam. request the immediate release 
and immigration of all political prisoners. In addition. we 
would like to see the human rights of those who choose to 
remain in Vietnam respected by the Vietnamese government. 

2. It has been brought to our attent ion that the Vietnamese 
government recently re-arrested many former political prisoners. 
We feel the need to bring this matter to the attention of the 
U.S. State Department because all released prisoners who are 
still in Vietnam. and their families in Vietnam and the United 
States. are very converned about this act being committed by 
the current regime. 

3. If normalization is established with Vietnam. will there be any 
effects on the political prisoners program? If so. what are they 
anticipated to be and how will they impact on the program? 

4. We would like to request that the U.S. State Department call 
on the support of other countries' Foreign Ministry to become 

involved in order to pressure for the release of the political 
prisoners. 
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PARTICIPANTS SCHEDULED TO ATTEND MEETING 

WITH MR. RICHARD SOLOMON 

AND MR. ROBERT FUN SETH 

JANUARY 9. 1991 

- President 

Secretary 

General 

- Advisor 
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Mr. Nguyen Van Gioi 
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